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Foreword 
by 
STUART F. BODEN. 
Club Chairman 

It is with great honour that I sit as Club Chairman in this our Golden 
Jubilee Year, not only as chairman of a wonderful Club, but also as an 
Honourary Vice-President of the Midland Football Combination, without 
doubt the finest amateur League in the country , who as we all know 
celebrated their Golden Jubilee last year. 

I would like on behalf of the Club and Officials to thank all our many 
friends who have sent their good wishes to us at this time. 

I would also like to extend our very sincere wishes to Mr. George Mycock 
-"Mr. Walsall Wood"-who is 79 years young this year , for without him all 
of this would not have been possible. 

I would like to thank personally a few people, who without their help and 
strength this very hard task would have been impossible. Firstly to Hazel, 
my wife, who is eve r present at meetings and functions, but who also works so 
very hard behind the scenes, to Ian and Elaine Cross who are always at hand 
to help and have supported the Club wonderfully, also to Keith Smith from 
the Youth Team, who without his know-how and technical skill Walsall Wood 
may not be standing today, to Ron Tranter our team manager, who had 
faith and conviction in his Chairman, his Club and his Team to supply us with 
our best season in years, and finally to my great friend, brother-in-law and 
business partner John Gough. John served the "Wood" loyally for seven 
years before leaving to join our neighbours Blakenall F.C. , without John's 
help and continual encouragement my task would have been so much harder. 
To all these wonderful people and many more who have recently aided in 
our ground improvement project, I .extend my he artfelt thanks and sincere 
gratitude. 

I 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF WALSALL WOOD FOOTBALL CLUB 
Walsall Wood Football Club was formed by members of the Walsall 

Wood Primitive Chapel Institute in 1928. The headquarters originally being 
in an ex army hut standing behind the Chapel in Lichfield Road, Walsall 
Wood. The organisers were George Mycock, Rennie Stokes, Joe Martin, 
Les Jackson, Jim Arblaster, Jack Leonard, Jack and Harry Danks, Ernie 
Doody, Eddie Hussel, Jim Bailey, Percy Bateman, Jack Woolaston and 
Billy Evans. The ground was common land situated behind the Chapel, and 
most evenings members met to carry out general work to keep the ground in 
good repair. 

In season 1929-30 Walsall Wood "Prims" were entered into the Walsall 
Amateur League. 

Permission had been obtained from Walsall Wood Co-operative Society to 
use their sports field as Woods home "pitch", this was located just off the 
High Street and was in somewhat better condition than the common ground 
they were using, the admission charge for each league match was three old 
pennies. In their first season the Club won the "Ha mmerwich Hospital 
Cup" and in their second season they won the Amateur League and gained 
membership to the Walsall Senior League. 

In 1932 the local miners welfare obtained the common land which was 
previously used by the Club and developed thereupon a Sports Centre which 
included Tennis Courts, Bowling Greens, and a Childrens Playgr ound as well 
as a levelled Football Pitch with a six foot high wooden fence surrounding 



the perimeter. There was a turnstile and a barrier around the area of the 
pitch, there was however no provision for changing rooms, lighting, water or 
sewerage. The Club accepted an invitation to use the ground free of charge 
but in turn promised to make provision for changing rooms/showers etc , 
this the Club did, at the same time changing the name of the Club from 
Walsall Wood Prims to just Walsall Wood Football Club. The ground and 
surrounding area was kept in a first class condition by all members of the 
Club. 

In 1936 it was decided to erect a covered stand for spectators, and so a 
sixty foot by eighteen foot covered structure was built taking some ten weeks 
in all to complete. ,; 

With the outbreak of war in 1938 the Club was disbanded. In 1940 the 
wooden changing huts were burnt to the ground, and a tremendous amount 
of damage was done to the ground by vandals. 

In 1944 George Mycock was approached by the Chairman of the 
Brownhills Urban District Council to take control of the ground as in previous 
years. The Club applied and was accepted into the Walsall Senior League 
for season 1945-46. The kit, nets and footballs were purchased from Ogley 
Hay Football Club and the Club again used the tennis pavilion for their 
headquarters and dressing rooms. Official permission was given to build a 
brick built pavilion on the site of the former changing huts, part of this was 
built with reinforced concrete slabs which were previously used as under
ground air raids shelters for the Walsall Wood Church School. Some 3000 
concrete slabs measuring 6' 10" by 1' were man handled to the ground where 
they were used for the Clubhouse roof, frontage and standing area around the 
pitch, the building was completed in 1948 and is in use today. A supporters 
Club was formed and greatly increased the Clubs efforts so much so that when 
Wood met Newdegate Colliery Football Club in the Birmingham Junior Cup 
some ten coaches full of supporters travelled to Nuneaton for the game . 

In 1951, the Club were accepted into the Worcestershire Football 
Combination and won the league at the first attempt with a record 64 points. 



Season 1951-52 P W 
36 31 

L D F A P. 
3 2 129 37 64 

During the first ten seasons the Club finished first once , runn ers up five times 
and third twice. The Club also entered the Birmingham and Staffs and 
Walsall Senior Cups winning aJI. 

On five occasions the Club reach ed the first round of the F .A. Amateur Cup, 
twice having a share of the Wemble y Pool. 

In 1965, the Club bought a wooden structure and made the dressing 
rooms as they are toda y, converting the brick built building into a social 
club. Another wooden structure was built and fitted out for training. At this 
time Mr . A. J. Hoare a local structural engineer was appointed .;i,s Chairman, 
he installed a bar in the social club and engaged Mr. Derek "Doc" Pace 
(ex. Sheffield United, Aston Villa and Walsall F.C.) as tealh manager. In 
season 1968-69 the Worcester Football Combination changed its name to the 
now Midland Football Combination. 

During the next few years Walsall Wood went through a period of 
decline with most of the players and committee leaving the Club, finally in 
1971 due to busina.;s pressures Mr. A. J. Hoare resi gned as Chairman . 
Mr. M. Lycett who was then team manager asked the remaining players if 
they knew of anyone who would be interested in helping the Club to recover 
some of the past gJory and restore much of the lost pride in this old 
estab lished Club. Mr. John Gough suggested his close friend and business 
partner Mt. Stuart Boden. 

When Mr. Boden came to the Club it was in a state of almost bankruptcy, 
the Club bar licence had not been renewed and money was non-existant . 
His first objective was to make the Club solvent, it took until 1974 to do this 
during which time Mr. Boden co-opted the help of his close friend Ian Cross 
to help out as Gene ral Secretary, Ian had already been with the Club as 
barman for two years. 



Mr. Boden wrote to hundreds of local companies asking for some 
financial aid receiving £8.00 in total. He then approached his own business 
colleagues, who in return for a small donation could become Vice-Presidents 
of the Club. The response was better raising some £125.00 in total. One of 
these business colleagues, Mr. Terry Boffy a Director of his own company was 
very interested in the Club and was invited to become Club President. Mr. 
Boffy has helped the Club in many ways and is still Club President. 

Season 1974-75 saw the Club solvent, however it had been the second 
season the Club had finished at the foot of Division One. The Club were 
relegated into Division Two for the first time in its history. During the early 
1970's the Club had engaged no less than four team managers in the hope 
of promotion and success, all to no avail. 

Season 1975-76 in Division Two saw the "Wood" finish in 8th position, 
season 1976-77 in 12th position with yet another manager resigning after the 
last game. 

Stuart Boden and Ian Cross were absolutely shattered believing that after 
six years hard work everything was lost again. It was long serving goalkeeper 
Ron Tranter who came to the rescue in June of 1977 offering his services. 
Ron who had twice been voted Sportsman of the year dearly wanted the 
"Wood" back on winning ways and after a short discussion with Club 
Chairman Stuart Boden he was appointed Team Manager for season 1977-78. 
His hard work and efforts have been rewarded with his team finishing in 3rd 
place in Division 2, gaining promotion to Division 1, and winning the Walsall 
Challenge Cup for the first time in the Club's history. 

Officials and players have come together in a grand effort to rebuild 
their Club, and it is hoped for new dressing room facilities in the near future 
with the help of the Local Sports Council and the West Midlands Sports 
Council, with these ideas and improvements and the very energetic Club 
officials Walsall Wood envisage the success that made them great in years 
gone by. 



Walsall Woob §ootball ~Iub 1977/78 

1977 

TEAM~OTO 
SEASOl\}977•78 

" 

1978 

(WALSALL CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS). 

Back : 
B. Jones , R. Trant er (Manager), D. Page , P. Smith, B. Jones , C. Wooley. 
J. Murchington, P. Saunders, G. Forrester, J. Bon (Asst. Manager), 
J. Rkku s. 

Fron t: 
I. Day, J. Humphries , J. Wood (Captai n), C. Bailey, S. Onions. S. Tapper, 
G . Tonks (Trainer). 
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George Mycock was one of the original Wood committee starting from 
the Primitive Chapel Institute in 1928. George had little chance of playing 
in the early days as his term of Military Service was spent for four years in 
the Kings Own Royal Lancasters in France in 1914-18. He was nineteen years 
old at this time , and when demobbed was employed as a miner in the Walsall 
Wood Colliery. He turned out for the colliery team but was persuaded by 
the "Prims" to join them and was elected as captain. In 1928-29 they joined 
the Walsall Amateur League and their football increased with leaps and 
bounds. In 1931 George was involved in a serious pit accident receiving a 
fractured spine which cut short his footballing activities. He concentrated 
more on the administration side of the Club and became Club Secretary, a 
post which he carried out most efficiently being a force behind the building 
of the present day stands and Clubroom. 

It is certainly true to say that without this man's love for the game and 
dedication to his Club., none oftodays celebrations would have been possible . 



Walsall Wood Football Club 
OFFICIALS 1977-78 

President 
T. W. Boffy 

Chairman 
S. F. Boden 

Vice-Presid ents 
J. W. Shaul 
D. B. Francis 
S.Lane 
A. J. Barton 
D. Hunt 
J. Lovesey 
J. Klimczak 

General Secreta ry 
I. R. Cros s 

Honourary Treasurer 
Mrs. H. D. Boden 

Mat ch Secretary 
J. Leaver 

Tearn Manager 
R. Trant er 

Assi sta nt Manager 
J.Bott 

Life Members 
G. Mycock 
P. Higgins . 

CLUB HONOURS 

Wal sail Amateur League Challenge 
Cup Winn ers 1949-50. 

Worcest er Football Combination 
League Division One 
Champions 1951-52 
Runners up 1953-54 

1954-55 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1960-61 

Challenge Cup Winners 
1954-55 1960-61 
Runners up 
1 956-5 7 1958-59 

Walsall Senior Cup Winner s 
1945-46 1951-52 1952-53 
1957-58 1960-61 1961-62 

Staffordshire Count y League 
Division Two 
Runnersup 1972-73 

W ednesbury Charity Cup Winners 
1972-73 

Wal sall Challenge Cup Winners 
1977-78 



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 

WAlSAll WOOO FOOTBAll 
CLUB 

ON YOUR 

FROM 

MIDLAND SERVICES (WALSALL) LTD. 
STEEL STOCKHOLDERS 

UNION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
OFF ROWAY LANE 

OLDB l:iJRY, WARLEY, WEST MIDLANDS. 
TEL. 021 544 6994 

AREA OFFICE 
26 HIGH STRE.ET SOUTH 

OLNEY, BUCKS. 
TEL. BEDFORD711135 

.. 



WALSALL WOOD YOUTHS FOOTBALL TEAM 

In June 1974, Mr. John Leaver a local supporter of Wa.lsall Wood F.C. 
approached Mr. Stuart Boden the Oub Chairman , with a view to forming a 
Youths team for season 1974-75. 

It was decided that the team be called Walsall Wood Youths F.C. and 
would play at Oak Park on Sunday afternoons with Mr. Leaver being the team 
manager. The team was entered into the Under 13 yrs. League and in their 
first season finished in 2nd place. 

In 1975-76 the team was entered into the Under 14 yrs. League, during 
this season Mr. Leaver resigned as team manager. Mr. Keith Smith a$reed to 
manage the team and appointed Mr. Jack Larkin as secretary, durmg this 
season the team finished mid way in the league. 

In 1976-77 the team finished last but one in the Under 15 yrs . League. 
The following season 1977 -78 was the last one for the team in the Youths 

Football League . This proved to be very successful with the team being 
beaten only three times in the league . and reaching the quarter finals of the 
Staffs Cup. 

As the team has now finished in the Youths League it is hoped that many 
of the lads will stay at Walsall Wood and play for the 2nd team which has been 
formed for season 1978- 79 and will play in the Wal sail Amateur League. 



• 

RELIANT 
for 
Hire 

of Builders and Contractors Plant , 
Factory Maintenance Equipment and 

Horticultural Equipment 

• 

RELIANT PLANT SERVICES LTD. 
Hall Lane, Walsall Wood 

Telephone BROWNHILLS5121 

• 

also at: Stoke-on-Trent 86254, Coventry 89154, Kingswinford 2424, 
Draycott (Derbys.) 3341, Nuneaton 61916, Southam 2911 and 
Northampton 64021.. 


	image001
	image003
	image005
	image007
	image009
	image011
	image013
	image015
	image017
	image019
	image021
	image023

