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THE EARLY HISTORY OF ALDRIDGE 

The earliest sign of habitation in the area is indicated by t he 
Mesolithic or middle stone age flints which have been found at Bourne 
Pool in association with ancient earthworks. 

At Castlefort there is a small hill-fort, believed to be iron age, and 
a bronze age hoard was found in 1824 at Greensborough Farm just over 
the parish boundary in Shenstone. This consisted of swords, 
spearheads, celts or battle axes, axes, palstaves and ot her objects 
dating from approximately 900 BC. 

Fragments of Roman glass and tiles have been found at Castlefort but 
no other direct evidence of Roman occupation has come to light i n 
spite of the proximity of Ryknield Street which runs through Sut t on 
Park and continues northward quite close to the parish boundary. 

The name given to 
Anglo-Saxon and it is 
during this period. 
subjects of a grant of 

Aldridge in the Domesday Book - Alrewic - is 
probable that the community was established 

Neighbour ing Little Aston and Barr were the 
land by a charter dated 957. 

However, this History Trail is concerned wit h the more tangible 
evidence of Aldridge history and although much has disappeared this 
century, particularly since 1960, it is hoped that you wi l l find 
enough buildings left to give a flavour of the v illage as it used to 
be. The Trail starts in ... 
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-~O!lDY PARK ROAD 

rh e Tithe map of 1840 shows that this road used to run almost due 
nort h, behind (that is to the east of) Cedar Court and join Hobs Hole 
Lan e just east of its junction with Walsall Wood Road. The OS map of 
1883 also shows this alignment for Noddy Park Lane. However, by 1902 
the road is on its present course, renamed New Road, and Cedar Court 
has a new tennis court laid out in the back garden! By 1938 the name 
had changed again to Park Road. The name Noddy Park appears on a more 
recent map on land north of Hobs Hole Lane, but so far the derivation 
is unknown. 

The buildings on the left that were formerly Lea House Farm and Noddy 
Park Farm have been sympathetically restored to provide a number of 
attractiv~ dwellings. 

On the right hand side is Aldridge Cricket Club. Research has shown 
that the game has been played in Aldridge since at least 1853, 
although not always on this ground. Previous pitches were in a field 
behind Moot House and in Hobs Hole Lane. The present field was 
purchased in 1947 from Mr. Swain who was then the owner of Manor Farm. 
Known as Windmill Flats it has a mound at one end called Gossy Knob 
which may be the site of the mill. 

Also in this area were Th e Butts. From the time of Edward III in t he 
14th century, parishes were required to provide 'Butts', areas for th e 
pr ac tice of archery . The minutes of the Court Leet at Aldridge on 
October 15th, 166 ~ state: - ":t was ordered th at the constable of Barr 
and Aldr:dge for the year ensuing shall, at the par ish charge, se t up 
a su=f:cient pair o = long shoot:ng butts in the ancient and acc ustomed 
p_ace, ~here t~e old butts =ormerly scood, before the 25th March next 

por. pain co : or=eit i= he make a de f aul~, 39s . Od." 

Con r inui~g to th e e nd o= Noddy Park Road, Lne cot cages facing you are 
: 9th cencury and hav e a slace saddleback roo= and or ig i nal sash 
windoNs. Although not listed bui : aings, chey are in the Conservation 
Area and considered to hav e group value ~:t~ Shuct Cross House and 
Cedar Court . 

Walsall Wood Road was called Anchor ~ane uncil a t le ast as lat e as 
1914. The Anchor Inn was on the corner =orrned with Hig h Street. The 
road has seen less disturbance than h<any . ~ urning right and looking 
at the right hand side of the road we come :irst to Cedar Court. 

This is the most substantial property in Aldridge . Recently converted 
in t o several residences, t he brief description in the Lis ted Bui l dings 
Su rv ey is that it is 18th centu ry with some 19th century addi t ions. 
The earlier east range is of brick, three storeys , with sash windows 
having stucco lintels and plain si lls . The re is a central stucco 
doorcase and to the rear a tall stair - case window in cast iron with 
small panes. The south range is brick with stone dressings. 
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Cedar Court east elevation 

Cedar Court west elevation 
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The house was built by William Allport with the money that his wife 
inherited on the death of her father, Mr. Curzon, who was a farmer at 
Hill, Sutton Coldfield. Hannah and William Allport ran a girls 
boarding school here for many years and at one time they had as many 
as fifty pupils. John Glover was the drawing master for a period 
between 1794 and 180.5. He was an accomplished watercolourist and 
exhibited frequently in London . Along with John Allport he was 
commissioned by Sir Joseph Scott of Great Barr Hall to provide 
paintings of the Park. In 1830 he emigrated to Tasmania and sent many 
pictures depicting that country to London for exhibition . He died out 
there in 1849. 

Joseph Allport, youngest son of Wiliiam and Hannah also went to 
Tasmania in 1831 where he flourished as a solicitor. A great deal of 
information about the Allport family is contained in J. Finch Smith ' s 
Notes and Collections relating to the Parish of Aldridge, Part I, 
published in 1884 . 

In 1865 Thomas Marlow was at Cedar Court . He had married Rebecca , 
daughter of Charles Frederick Darwall, an attorney of Walsall , and 
upon his d~ath in 1904 it was bought by Alexander Tucker . The Sale 
Particulars mention good cellar age; 4 reception rooms , a 
house - keeper ' s room, 6 bedrooms, dressing room and bathroom on th~ 
first floor and 4 bedrooms on the second floor. There were numerous 
outbuildings, coach house, saddle room etc., a well in the yard, large 
tennis and croquet lawns, an Ita l ian garden with fountain and 
sheltered kitchen gardens . I n the 1920's it came into the Tibbitts 
family. 

Furth e r along Walsall Wood Road is a large house called Mount 
Pleasant. Built in 1862, it seems to have been divided into two parts 
as in 1871 Charles Hathaway, a cigar case manufacturer, li ved the r e 
together with members of the Myring family . In 1881 ttenry Beech , a 
harness works manager and Ralph Chamberlain, architect and survey o r 
were in residence. William Shutt was there in 1896 and the Joberns 
family between 1910 and 1940. 

Coppy Hall , which stood in the area now covered by a housing estate , 
was described as an ancient seat in a directory of 1834 and from a 
photograph in some Sale Particulars, has the appearance of being 
basically a 17th century building. Joseph Shutt, curate of Aldridge 
from 1825 to 1828 kept a school there, as did James Lomax before him . 
In the 20th century it was the home of the Partridge family . 

Druid Heath House was owned by Isaac Lea in the late 18th century . 
After his death in 1790 it was opened as a school in 1804 by the Rev . 
James Lomax, a curate at Great Barr. He issued a prospectus for his 
school which is printed in full in J. Finch Smith's Notes and 
Collections relating to the Parish of Aldridge Part II. The following 
is an extract: - "Druid Heath House . .. is perfectly dry and built on a 
beautiful eminence on the confines of Druid's Heath; near Aldridge, a 
few hundred yards from Copy Hall.but far superior to it in point of 
s alubrity". Lomax aimed to t each Greek and Roman Classics, Englis h 
a nd Fr e nch, th e most use ful b r anch es of math emat ics includin g Alg ebr a, 
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!_c:~fr ?ar a bol ics or Gunnery, Navigation and Astronomy, Geography and 
3e::es Le tt res, Penmanship and Stenography or Shorthand. "The 
~b::a ren were to rise early, those under 8 years no sooner than 7 
o' clock, when they would have bread and butter, or milk in the summer. 
Jinner would be a reasonable allowance of butcher's meat with 
ve getables and an early supper would consist of bread and cheese and 
divers preparations of fruit and milk. As a dri n k at mealtimes good 
fresh beer will be allowed any who choose it, but water is far 
preferable for healthy children. Pupils should wear woollen stockings 
from October 1st to the end of April. Terms were 18 guineas per 
annum, laundress 7 shillings per quarter." Lomax married a Miss Lucy 
Matthews in 1782. They had five sons and six daughters. Their eldest 
son Thomas George became a bookseller in Lichfield, calling h is shop 
'Johnson's Head'. 

The origin of the name Druid's Heath seems to stem from the fact that 
the land originally belonged to Drogo, the diminutive of that name 
being Dru. It gradually evolved into Druwode, which appears on a 
document dated 1326/7. In time the spelling settled as Druid, but 
there is no connection with men in long white robes or mistletoe. 

The Heath was a wild open space, only crossed by drovers' roads. On 
February 20th 1746, John Wesley set out from Birmingham to go to 
Stafford. From his journal ... "Before we came to Aldridge Heath the 
rain changed into snow ... We enquired of one who lived at the entrance 
to the moors which was the best way to Stafford . 'sir', he said, 'Tis 
a thousand pounds to a penny that you do not come there today. Why, 
tis four long miles to the far side of this common and, in a clear day 
I am not sure to go right across it ... " However the party passed on, 
and did arrive safely in Stafford. The area was enc losed by 1799 and 
divid ed into fields. 

Cro ssing 
end o f 
noted in 
Cottag es. 

the road and returning towards Aldridge, almost opposite the 
Lazy Hill Road, was Pennard House, a substantial property, 

Kelly's directory for 1884. Here also were Woolpack 

A little further along, until the early 1980 's, we wou ld have seen The 
Orphanage. This was founded by t he Roya l Antediluvian Order of 
Buffaloes in 1898, with many local names on the lists of Patrons, 
Trust ees and Board of Directors. The land was given by the then Lo rd 
of the Manor, Edward Randolph Tongue Croxall and the Foundation Stone 
was laid on October 3rd 1903. In April 1902 Lady Bateman and Scott 
organised a three -da y Bazaar to raise funds. There is a booklet 
relating the history of The Orphanage and giving the names and brief 
fa mily his to ry of the first 45 child ren who were taken in. Many were 
from Wales, Lancashire and Yorkshire. There were just two from 
Wals all and one from Birmingham. A new wing was opened in 1912, with 
accom modation for another 60 children. In 19 38 The Orphanage became 
part of Dr. Barnardo's. It was demolished and replaced by 'The Cedars 
Schoo l', but now that is closed too. 

Shutt Cross House is a very pleasing 
late 18th c e ntury, but with 
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incorporated. It is Grade III on the present Listed Buildings Survey 
and is described as having an old tile saddleback roof with moulded 
eaves run in plaster. It has three sash windows of twelve panes on 
the second floor and three of sixteen panes on the first floor. Akl 
have stucco lintels stepped, skewed and engraved with a key block. The 
ground floor has two similar windows flanking a central Tuscan 
doorcase with a broken-base pediment and arched fanlight over a door 
of six fielded panels. 

Joseph Shutt was the curate in Aldridge from 1825 to 1828 and at one 
time he kept a school at Coppy Hall. His daughter Ann married Edward 
P. Jackson who was assistant master at the Coppy Hall school.
Subsequently Jackson was appointed to succeed Thomas Cook as Master of
the Boys Endowed School. The Jacksons lived first in one of the two 
cottages opposite the Rectory. The other was the original 
schoolhouse, built by subscription in 1718 and remaining in use until 
1851. Eventually they rented and then purchased Shutt Cross House. 
The Shutt family were still in Aldridge in 1935. 

In 1884, John Cooke, a coal master and owner of Victoria Colliery had 
the house. By 1892, Thomas Potts, who had a shop in· High Street, was 
in residence and he remained there until about the time of the First 
World War. Another Cooke family was there between 1924 and 1940. 

Lea House also appears in the Listed Buildings Survey. It is marked 
on Yates map of 1775. It has three sashed windows with stepped 
stucco lintels and plain sills on the first floor. The central 
pedimented doorcase has flanking bay windows. The Proffitts were 
there in 1871, but the family are mentioned as farmers and maltsters 
in various directories from 1818. John D. Proffitt was a farmer and 
the Registrar; his name appears as an official for the 1851 census. 

In 1940 the International Furnace Equipment Co. was operating from 
there, but now it is in private hands again. The farmhouse and 
outbuildings adjoining have now been turned into a number of most 
attractive homes. 

On the corner of Walsall Wood Road where Homebell House now stands, 
there was a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel. It was built in 1851, much to 
the disgust of the Rector, Jeremiah Finch Smith, who "hoped that no 
member of his congregation would be willing to give even sixpence 
towards the foundation of that which cannot be, at the best, anything 
but the cause of strife and dissentation amongst us". Strife and 
dissension in plenty continued for many years between the Rector and 
the Methodists. This chapel was demolished by 1938 as the new one in 
Anchor Road had been built in 1936. 

LEIGHSWOOD ROAD 

Leaving aside Northgate, a new road cut about 1955, we come to 
Leighswood Road. On Yates map of Staffordshire, published in 1775, 
there is a building shown on the corner of Leighswood Road and Walsall 
Wood Road which was the home of Mr. Joseph Marriott in the 20th 
century. He was an active man in village affairs, well remembered by 
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older residents. The house was demolished when the traf fic island was 
built. 

The next significant house was Dr . Stirling's, sited on the corner of 
Leighswood Road and Northgate, which was demolished in the 1970's a~ d 
the present flats built. Two other mid - Victorian detached houses made 
way for a pleasing terrace of neo - Georgian houses. Furth er along some 
Edwardian villas and 1930's houses remain. The large house occupied 
now by Millington York is believed to have been called Walmer House at 
one time . There is a building on the site on th e map of 1817. I n 
1871 Dr. William Cooke lived there; he was, according to some notes 
written by William Prescott c.1935, a most revered gentleman, a man 
of fine physique but gentle in character . He used a pony and gig to 
visit patients, some as far away as Pelsall. He also used to ca l l at 
the colliery offices to certify boys in employment as fit for work. 
Drs. Cooke and Silver were in practice there in 1896 and subsequently 
it became the home of Dr. Silver. The building at t he rear was used 
as a convalescent home for the wounded from World War One, then it 
became the Village Institute. During the Second World War Col. 
Cartwright lived in the house and a local company of the Home Guard 
used the building as their headquarters. 

The former Ebenezer Baptist Chapel 
crisp factory in the 1950's. In 
had a flourishing congregation 
prizegivings appear in the local 
Smith would have been horrified at 

was reduced to the status of a 
1895, five years after it opened it 
and reports of Sunday Schoo l 
paper. No doub t the Revei end Finch 
its success. 

Next door are Leighswood Villas, built in 1892. One of the t enants in 
1912 was John Beddow who owned a brick and tile works at Walsall Wood. 

Brickyard Road leads to a new industrial es tate, but as its name 
suggests, the whole area was once given over to brick and ti le 
manufacturing . The existence of a deposit of clay suitable for the 
manufacture of the very hard industrial blue bric ks was of great 
commercial importance. The area spreading ov er towar ds Walsall Wood 
also contained Coppy Hall and Leighswood Collieries . This was a l ways 
the industrial side of Aldridge. 

VILLAGE OCCUPATIONS ... 

A study of the occupations given in the various censuses is reveali ng. 
In 1841, the population of Aldridge was 1007, of whom 8 were limes to ne 
miners, 2 were stonemasons, 25 were brickmakers and 3 b ric klayers. 
There were 3 ropemakers; 4 tailors; 3 carpenters; 8 shoemakers; 8 
blacksmiths; a single representative of the trades of surgeon, potter, 
tinman, boatbuilder, Excis e officer, surveyor, boiler maker and mi l ler 
were not ed, and several wheelwrights, carpente r s, sadd l ers e tc . The 
most common occupat i on was farmer, 26 men and women wer e listed, 
besides numerous agricultural labourers. 

In 1851 the brickmakers numbered 37, t he limestone men have gone, 
there were 6 blacksmiths, 5 tailors, 14 shoemakers or cordwainers, 4 
rope - makers and 5 wheelw r i ghts. A smattering of brushmakers app ea r, 
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together with engineers, gardeners and individual shop-keepers. There 
was a milliner and a seamstress and other female occupations were 
those of nurse, laundress and schoolteacher. 

The 1861 census has not been looked at in detail but one or two items 
are worth recording. William Elliott was the Excise Officer and Henry 
Webb our local policeman. William Denholm Cooper lived at Mousetrap 
Hall wherever that was. F. F. Clarke was in residence at Aldridge 
Lodge with his wife, 5 children and three servants. Aldridge Vaults 
is mentioned, (I am unable to locate this building), Maria Smith being 
the owner. John Proffit was at Rookery Farm. 

Under the heading "Persons not in a house" was "Person living in a pig 
sty, name unknown, age 40, a coal higgler, blind". 

At the other end of the scale, the Tongues in the Manor House had a 
gardener, a groom, and kitchen, ho use and parlour maids. 

By 1871, a vast change is taking place in the population of Aldridge. 
Until now, most people have been born locally, if not in the 
Aldridge-Walsall area, then at least in south Staffordshire. 
Suddenly, about half the adult population are incomers from all over 
the country . Again a detailed survey has not been made, but Aldridge 
now boasts a clock maker, the first railwaymen are recorded and 
Richard Wood is an Omnibus driver from Wellington in Shropshire. John 
Willis is the policeman . 

In 1881, the population has grown to 1,800. The census enumerator 
records the number of unemployed men as 18; 75 are in brickmaking, 156 
are miners, 25 farmer, 17 railwaymen, 8 carpenters and 8 blacksmiths. 
We now have 2 policemen and a gas man, also 2 gamekeepers. The female 
workers include a lac emaker, 4 monthly nurses, 9 dressmakers and 9 
laundresses. 

The study of census material in relation to population, social strata 
and occupation is a fascinating one, just waiting for someone to build 
up a detailed picture of the inabitants of Aldridge in the past. 

The canal and the railway both came to Aldridge to serve industry. 
Wharf Cottage is on the Daw End Branch of the Wyrley and Essington 
Canal. This was constructed in the la te 1790's to reach the Vic toria 
Brick and Tile Works. It then continues through Walsall Wood to 
Catsh ill Junction, joins t he Anglesey Branch and ends at Chasewater. 
On the land between the canal and Brickyard Road was the local Gas 
Works, supplying gas for industrial and domestic use and for street 
lighti ng. 

STUBBERS GREEN 

Stubbers Green is just inside the Aldridge Parish boundary. Although 
few buildings are left now, i t was once a thriving community. The 
Bull's Head was first listed in an 1851 directory, with Thomas Picken 
p re par e d t o qu e nch th e local t hirsts. In 1868 a school was built for 
100 pupil s. By 1871 th e popula t ion of this area wa s 158. Miss 
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Elizabeth Dugdale was the schoolmistress in 1884 recording an average 
attendance of 56 pupils. According to minutes of Parish Council 
meetings, letters were constantly being sent to the Colliery Company 
complaining about the state of Stubbers Green Road . Later the area 
declined and the school was demolished in 1910. 

Retracing our st~ps towards the centre of the village we come to North 
Heath House, a charming well proportioned building, it has been a tyre 
depot for many years. ( Dernol ished June 199 0) . 

Immediately past the house was the line of the Walsall Wood branch of 
the Midland Railway. This was opened to goods traffic in 1883 and to 
passengers in 1884. It closed to passengers in 1930 and to goods in 
1962. 

Most of the rest of the houses were built in the 1930's, with the 
exception of Northwood Villas which were there by 1884. The land 
occupied by the Community Centre, Clinic and Ambulance Station had not 
been built ·on previously. 

ANCHOR ROAD 

As late as 1914, there were only 3 buildings in Anchor Road. One was 
a large house on the corner with High Street, described by J. Finch 
Smith as 'the old house in the village on the lef t hand side of the 
road turning towards Walsall, with a large wall ed garden.' It was 
lived in by John Bracebridge Hawkesford who married Elizabeth Kempson, 
companion to his first wife, in 1793. 

The pair of semi - detached houses next to the police station was built 
between 1902 and 1914 and there was a small house where the bank and 
shops are now which is shown on maps from 1886 to 19 38. 

Most of the house building took place in the 193 0's toge th er wit h the 
Council House, Police Station, Magistrates Court, Met hodis t Church and 
Cinema. The latter was opened by George Formby in 1938. It 
accommodated 1,050 patrons with 200 double seats. 

Immediately before the bridge 
opehed in 1879 and closed to 
still used for goods traffic. 
a cattle market for some years 

The area we come to now is ... 

POOL GREEN 

was the access to the sta ti on. This was 
passengers in 1965, although the line is 

On the far side of the bridge the re was 
between at least 1902 and 1914. 

The early maps show a few houses and a wet marshy area surrounded by 
roads. The 1871 census shows 111 inhabitants. The Red Lion in 
Station Road is first mentioned in 1845 with Jo hn Darby as the 
landlord. In 1886 i t was the only property in t he road. With th e 
corning of the railway the pool was largely drained. One or two older 
properties remain; 3 detached hou ses in New Road, some on the north 
side of Station Road and cottages fronting Walsal l Road all feature on 
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the 1914 map. There was nothing in Red House Lane but the farm, nor 
along Walsall Road, known as Wood Lane, past Tynings Lane until after 
1920. 

BIRMINGHAM ROAD 

Forge Lane still exists, but is only passable on foot. The smithy was 
still there in the early 1960's, although not in use then. Birmingham 
Road was still called Harborough Lane in 1920. Harbourne Cottages had 
been built in 1876. Yew Tree Cottages, largely hidden from sight near 
the triangle, were built in 1859, but have been substantially altered. 

There were numerous gravel and sand pits in this part of Aldridge, 
where Birmingham Road, Bosty Lane and Longwood Road meet. The area at 
the end of the unmetalled road leading off Whetstone Lane was a small 
quarry. A local resident related to me the story that her grandfather 
used to drive his horse and cart there very early in the morning to 
collect a load of stone. He would then break it into even shaped 
pieces of various sizes and pile them up by the roadside. The road 
menders would come along and buy those stones that were suitable for 
their particular purpose that day. She now lives in a house built on 
the site of the same quarry and yes, the garden is full of stones. 

BOSTY LANE 

Aldridge Lodge Farm is still in existence but the elegant house 
'Aldridge Lodge' was demolished in 1958. These bu ildings are in fact 
just over the border in the Parish of Great Barr. In a directory 
dated 1834 it is mentioned as the seat of the Rev. T.B. Adams, who was 
still there in 1851. Between 1861 and 1896 it was the home of 
Frederick F. Clarke and his family. He was a considerable land owner 
and a member of the Parish Council. 

A sale catalogue of 1903 describes the house as having a spacious 
hall, 4 reception rooms, servants hall, butler's pantry, etc., 4 
principal bedrooms, 3 other bedrooms and servants rooms. It also 
boasted 3 ale cellars and 2 wine cellars. In the 1930's it became a 
home for refugee children from the Spanish Civil War. 

The farm opposite the end of Quicksand Lane, Bosty Lane Farm, is 
thought to be 17th century. It is unusual in having an enormous 
brick-built barn with huge threshing doors. 

Past the crossroads at the White House Public House, itself a 
replacement of a building shown on the 1817 map, set well back from 
the road, is Bury Farm. This too is an old established farm, marked 
as Berry Farm on Yates' map of 1769. A larg e number of farms are still 
identifiable in the Aldridge area and although in some cases the land 
has been sold off, the farmhouses themselves are some of the more 
permanent features in the local landscape. 

BARR COMMON ROAD 

One map dated 1920 describes this as Grav e l Pit Hill . On the right 
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hand side is an old farmhouse, having the appearance of a hall house 
with a screens passage and a cross wing, possibly a 17th century 
building. A little way further on a pair of cottages sit sideways on 
to the road. One would like to know why the Beacon of the old 
Aldridge coat of arms is displayed on the wall. This building appears 
on the 1817 map. 

WHETSTONE LANE 

This is one of the old roads in the village that gave access to an 
open field, where two or three hundred years ago villagers had their 
own strips of land, often scattered across more than one field. This 
arrangement was eventually subjected to a series of enclosures, either 
by private treaty or Act of Parliament, culminating in the 19th 
century fields which we see today . It was not until the early 1970's 
that the road was finally cut through to Erdington Road. Turning back 
towards the village again, Green Lane Cottage, dated 1878, was the 
home of Joseph Bird, a rural postman, according to the 1881 census. 
The 1883 map shows that on the left hand side the only building before 
the railway was a nursery garden, commemorated now in Nursery Avenue . 

Between 1892 and 1896, Weston Villa was built for Thomas Harvey and by 
1902 there were some houses on the right hand side north of Forge 
Lane. The period between 1900 and 1908 saw the building of a handsome 
house in a large garden just before the Nursery called Ilsham Leigh, 
home of Frederick Wm. Dewsbury. Also about this time a hame works was 
established on the right hand side next to the railway. This is a 
traditional Walsall manufacture, now revived after being lost to the 
town. A hame is a large curved brass piece which fits round the 
collar of a draught horse and carries the reins from the bridle to the 
driver. 

PORTLAND ROAD 

This road was known as Station Road at one time, but changed to 
Portland Road about 1895. One or two houses were built by 1902, but 
it was not fully developed along its whole length until the 1930's. 
Portland Avenue is a quiet little backwater, built between 1920 and 
1938. 

HIGH STREET 

Photographs taken earlier this century show a diversity of buildings 
in the greatest possible contrast with today. The Elms public house 
which was about half-way along High Street had the appearance of a 
jettied building which could we l l have been 17th century. The Swan 
public house, again demolished in the 1960's was probably 18th century 
and is certainly mentioned in a directory of 1818 when Edmund Smith 
was the landlord. 

The cruck house, on the corner of Rookery Lane, was the subject 
extensive investigation while it was being demolished in 1965 
reported in Volumes XVIII of the Transactions of the 
Staffordshire Ar c ha e ological and Hi s tori c al So c i et y. 
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confidently dated by its floor plans to have original ly been bui l t 
about 1500 and the cottages opposite were probably 17th century. Other 
buildings were mid to late Victorian. When plans to deve lop the 
village were being aired in 1953, the then Clerk to the Council spoke 
of the 'Renaissance' of Aldridge, this included widening t he High 
Street. "It will not be easy, but we hope to be able to make Hig h 
Street considerably wider without destroying its character. Some 
buildings will have to be demolished of course, including the building 
known as the 'old Elms', but the result will be worthwhile, for, as 
well as widening High Street, the reconstruction will enable 
passers-by to look up the High Street from the Anchor Road end and see 
the church in the distance". Readers may like to see the rest of the 
article in the Walsall Observer for Friday February 6, 195 3 which is 
on microfilm at the Walsall Local History Centre. Incidentally, can 
you see the church from that viewpo int? I ca nnot . 

The fountain which was at the Anchor Road end of High Street was 
erected by the Jubilee Committee. Parish Counci l minutes report it 
nearly ready to be opened on December 22 1898. Complaints were made 
that children were causing damage by climbing on it on August 14 1903 
and further problems were reported in July 1906 . There was an 
increase in the water flow t o 5000 gallons in 1910. 

High Street and the Fountain c. 7905 
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The Post Office was situated in High Street for a time. In 1851 the 
post master was Henry Crumpton. He was also a saddler and no doubt 
had ample time to run his business as well, as letters did not arrive 
from Walsall until 4 p.m. In 1897, Dr. Silver presented a petition to 
the Council requesting Sunday collections and deliveries but it was 
not successful, although they were instituted later, in 19 09. Mrs. J. 
Hammond has made an extensive study of the buildings in High Street 
and readers are directed to Walsall Chronicle No. 7, pp. 16-17. 

ROOKERY LANE 

This name is said to have been given to the lane and the farm because 
rooks used to nest in a very fine stand of elm trees. On the corner, 
many residents will remember Aston's shop, a grocery and then a bakery 
for at least 80 years. 

Rookery Farm had extensive buildings and was a going concern until 
after the Second World War. It is not generally realised how many 
farms there were near the centre of the village. In the 1940 Kelly's 
Directory 20 farmers, 3 poultry farmers and 1 mar ket gardener are 
listed. This is consistent with the number of farmers mentioned 
earlier in the census returns for the last century. Many of these 
farms were quite small, often less than 60 acres, whilst the largest 
was about 200 acres. 

In addition to the farm, t here were a dozen or so houses on one side 
of the lane in 1938 as well as the Assembly Rooms on t he corner. 

THE CROFT 

This piece of open land, a very precious possession in the middle of 
the v illage, has an interesting history . It is first referred to in 
the will of John Jordan in 1671, when he leaves i t to his elder son , 
also John. It was always part of the demesne (ho me farm) o f the Lord 
of the Manor. It had always been enclosed and was never common land. 
The tithe return of 1839/40 shows that it was owned by Dorothy Croxall 
(of Shustoke, Warwickshire) and farmed by John Woodall. From the 
1920's it seems to have been farmed by the tenant of Manor Farm . I n 
1955 it was bought by Aldridge Urban District council from Major 
Hawkins of Aldridge Court and given to the people of Aldridge. The , 
footpath that goes across is shown on the 1883 O.S. map. Some tree 
planting has taken place in recent years and a children's play area 
has been established. 

I n 1976 The Friends of the Croft successfully defend ed i t agains t the 
depredations of th e council who wanted to take an area to provi d e 
access to a car park. The author is indebted to Mr . J . Gould for t he 
early history of the Croft. 

The house in the corner is known simply as The Cottage and is bel iev ed 
to date from the 17th century. It is one of a group of ear i y 
buildings making the nuc l eus of the village close to t he church . 

The hairdressers on the opposite corner was known t o many Aldridge 
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children - and their mothers 
groceries. 

as Jordan's, selling sweets and 

ERDINGTON ROAD 

Just past the shop was a row of cottages known 
appear on a map drawn in 1817 by J. Gilbert 
demolished in the 1940's. Modern houses now fill 
as The Shrubbery. 

as The Bank. These 
and were fina l l y, 

the gap down as far 

This very handsome house is actually outside the Conservation Area but 
it is the subject of a preservation order dated 1960. The description 
is of a building much altered. The main front was added in the 18t h 
century to what appears to have been a 1 7th century or even earlier 
house, judging by window details on the north and east elevations. 
There are a number of original late 17th and early 18th cen t ury 
fireplaces, together with an unusual early 'Gothick' fireplace from 
the mid 18th century. There are two semicircular bays which go the 
whole height of the house. At one time it was in a state of 
considerable disrepair and application was made to demolish it. 
Happily it did not go the way of other properties in the area and is 
now preserved. 

We know the names of a number of people who h ave lived in it. It had 
extensive outbuildings of course and belonged to John Swift, a farmer, 
from 1818 to 1834 . In 1884, Walter Paine was in residence together 
with Ralph Chamberlain, architect and surveyor. By 1912 Fred Tibbits 
was there and later Frederick J. Smith. 

About 100 yards past the railwa y bridge, still on the righ t hand side 
of the road, was The Pinfold. Every village had this area for stray 
animals. In some parts of the country i t is called a pound. The 
owner of an offending beast had to pay a fine to the Manor or the 
Ves try for its release. On the opposite side of the road was Pinfold 
Cottage. 

Unt il at least 1914 there were only two other pairs of semi - detached 
houses in Erdington Road before the junction with Knights Hill. One 
was opposite Daniel's Lane and the other just before Whe t s t one Lane. 

Two cottages near the bottom of Knights Hill first appear on t he O.S 
map of 1883. The boundary between t he Parishes of Aldridge and Great 
Barr crosses Erdington Road about here. The road was called Barr Lane 
at one time. On Yates' map i t ends here. Presumably, one had to find 
one's own way across the 'waste'. 

At the top of Knights Hill on the l eft hand side is a la rge ho use 
called The Laurels. This is mentioned in the 1861 census as being the 
home of John Williams, coal and ir on proprietor, born in Llanrug, 
Caernarvonshire. 

There was a great vogue for naming houses after t rees in Ald ridge. 
Kelly's Directories are full of names like The Pop l ars, The Limes, The 
Hollies, The Beeches, Lime Tree House, Beech Tree House, Ash Tree 
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House. The frustrating thing is that road names are never mentioned, 
so that it is nearly impossible to pinpoint the houses. 

Returning to Erdington Road, and making our way back to the centre of 
the village, the right hand side was all fields as far as Daniel's 
Lane until about 1920. • 
DANIEL's LANE is yet another road which owes its existence to the fact 
that it led to an open field. It is possible to walk through to 
Chester Road along a footpath, but it has never been a t hroug h road. 

A house or farm is shown on the 1817 map on th e corner immediately 
before the lane, along with one or two properties a few yards further 
on. There was also a complex of buildings almost opposite The 
Shrubbery. Could this have been Shrubbery Farm, mentioned in the 1884 
directory as belonging to John Boys? 

The Almshouses which older residents will remember were a row of 6 
dwellings with tall chimneys. The charity was formed from a bequest 
by Mrs. Catherine Walker who died in 1756 . In her will she left £100 
for the purchase of freehold land for the benefit of 10 of the poorest 
"certificated house-keepers" of the parish. The money was inves ted 
and in 1897 an area of land was bought and the buildings erected. In 
1968 it became obvious that they needed replacing. Most of the land 
was sold for housing, just a small area being retained to accommodate 
the three blocks of flats which are named after the Reverend R. W. 
Cartmel and two long serving Trustees, Miss A. M. Tib bits and Mrs . J. 
Buckley. The extra money was invested in order t o mai ntain the Trust. 

The present Bay Tree House stands on the sites of an earlier house of 
the same name and another called The Chestnuts. Research for this 
book disclosed the possibility of two Bay Tree Houses in Aldridge and 
this was borne out by the 1861 census. We have the first entry for 
Bay Tree House with only servants in residenc e and later another one 
where Maria Butler lives together with 3 teachers, 4 servants and 8 
scholars - including one from Melbourne, Australia. One is fairly 
certain that the Butlers' School, which they kept for a good number of 
years, was on the land between Leighswood Road and Walsall Wood Road, 
and was the house known as 'Mr . Marriotts' some years ago. A Mr. 
Butler certainly sold land for building in that area in about 1902. 

The 1841 census shows Elizabeth Butler, school mistress, running a 
school with 2 teachers for 31 pupils, boys and girls , aged 4-15. It 
was still in being in 1881, although with only 10 pupils according to 
the census. Kelly's dire9tory for 1896 also mentions it. 

To return to the Erdington Road Bay Tree House - this was another 
building whose outside appearance belied its age. One would have 
thought it was Victorian at first glance, but it was at lea st 300 
years old. Susan Claxton, in her t hesis 'Med ieval Timber-framed 
Buildings in South Staffordshire' was able to examine it briefly 
during demolition. She found it to be a 3 bay t i mber-framed house 
dating from the 16th ce n t ury with 18th and 19th cent u ry addit i ons. 
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LITTLE ASTON ROAD 

This was called Field Lane about 1914 and is also sometimes referred 
to as James Hill . To concentrate on the right hand side first all 
the present housing is 20th century. Branton Hill Lane again was an 
access road to Brampthull or Brantial Field and is an old road. The 
hill is the site of a sand quarry which has been work ing since at 
least 1940. It was originally 500' above -sea level . Near the Chester 
Road there are a number of fine late Victorian and Edwardian family 
houses on both sides of the road, Ferndale , Oak House, Wheatlands and 
Oatlands - now Fairlawns Hotel. 

Gould Firm Lane is ano ther medieval or even earlier road, identified 
by the De Bois Landscape Survey Team. This group have provided an 
extensive written re port ( available at the Local History Centre) for 
Walsall council . They have concentrated on the eastern side of the 
borough and surveyed areas of open land, recording landscape details. 
These include hedgerows, specimen trees, field patterns, ponds, 
buildings and roads . 

The Old Irish Harp on Chester Road is a hostelry of some antiquity , 
late 17th or early 18th century but very much altered since its days 
as a coaching inn . 

MILL GREEN 

Part of the parish of Aldridge, but a little too far to count 
of one of these walks is Mill Green. In 1861, 152 people were 
on the census as living in this area. It was important to the 
economically because of the corn mill. 

LITTLE ASTON ROAD continued 

as part 
listed 

village 

Turni ng back on our tracks, the next house is Aldridge Court, 
originally ca ll ed Portland House. It was built by Frank James, who 
was born in Walsall in 1821, the fifth son of John James, an 
ironfounder. There is . an excellent article on Frank James in The 
Blackcountryman, Autumn 1986. Briefly, he began work at t he Walsall 
and South Staffordshire Bank and then spent f our years at the American 
Embassy in British Guiana. After that he worked for his father and 
then in 1845 fo unded the James Foundry Co. in Bridgeman Street, 
Walsall. That same year he married Ann Wells Ingram. They had five 
children and then in 1858 Ann died. He subsequently married Mary Emma 
Holland, by whom he had four more children. He was associated with 
the South Staffordshire Waterworks Company for 65 years and served as 
a J .P. and, after moving to Aldrfdge, was a member of the Parish 
Council. In 1891, he had been e l ected M.P. for Walsall , but was 
unable to take his seat owing to some irregular it y in the matter of 
election expenses incurred by his agent (his son Victor) and the 
e l ection was declar ed void. He retired from pub lic life i n 1906, 
going to liv e at Cuttlestone House, ~enkrid~e, and died in 1924, age 
102. 
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The house was built about 1864; the family are i nc luded on the 1871 
census. It features in the Buildings Survey with a b rief description. 
The ironwork porch on the east side is particularly attracti ve and the 
terrace gives wonderful views over the countrys i de . The a re a must 
have been less wooded at one time as a newspaper adver t i semen t for 
nearby building land in 1868 offers views of Little Aston Hal l. There 
are numerous outbuildings and Aldridge Court Fa rm was bui l t on 
adjacent land. The house was taken over as a Teachers Education 
Centre, with special emphasis on music, about 1970. It is now a 
nursing home, alth ough the stables are still used as an Educat io na l 
Craft Centre. 

Walking back towards the church we come first to 'Th e Mal t i ngs'. These 
were originally some of th e ou tbuildings of Moot House and are s h own 
on the 1817 map. I n more r ecent years of course, it was James Hi l l 
Garage - no one seeing i t t hen would have imag i ned i t could h ave been 
so transformed . 

Moot House is another building wi th a considerable history. Parts of 
it are thought to go bac k t o the 17th century although f r om t he road 
it appears to be 18 t h century. Pev sner notes the Venet ia n windows in 
h is book Buildings of Staffordsh i re. 

Moot House has also taken its t urn as a local schoo l . In the 1850's, 
and 1860's Edward Jackson lived here when he was t he Gram mar Sc hool 
Maste r and i t was called Moss . House t hen and on t he 1883 map. By 
1871, William Proffit, schoolmast e r and farmer was living t here wi th 
his da ughter and son-in - la w, Joseph and Ann Hol mes . He had 1 t e ach er 
and 21 pup ils, includ ing A. Hawkins from Aus t ra li a . Several Aldridg e 
people are known to have gone to that country - t he Al lpo rt s and the 
Glovers for instance. Pe r haps word spread about t he nu mber and 
quality of sc hools in Aldridge! In the 1881 census we ha ve Fre d 
Watson running a boardin g and day school a t Beech Tree Hous e for 13 
pupils. A study of the l oca l directories revea l s a number of o t he r 
small p riva t e sc hool s. 

THE GREEN 

Aldridge Free Grammar School for boys was built by su b scriptio n in 
1718 on land given by the Rev. Thomas Cooper. I n the same year it was 
endow e d by th e Rev. John Jordan, Lord of the Manor of Ald ridg e . The 
school c onsis t ed of t wo sitti ng rooms, a sc ho o lroom , kit chen, 
back-kitch e n a nd fo ur upper chambers . The schoo lma s t er lived on th e 
p rem ises wi th his wif e , who at one time taught a small cla ss of g ir l s. 
This building was demoli s hed ab ou t 1966 . 

By 1860 th ere were in addition school s for girls and infants on 
adjoining piece s of land. As the popula t ion grew fu rth er bui l d i ngs 
were added. The present buildings wer e opened in 19 70. 

Before retu r ning to the Rectory and the Chu r ch , ment i on should b e made 
of the grav e of Char l es Wil l iam Bonn er . He was a war de d th e Vi ctoria 
Cross in 1917 for 'c ons picious ga l la ntr y an d c onsummate s ki l l a nd 
coo ln es s , in ac t i on wit h an enem y s ubmari ne' . His father , Samue l 
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Bonner, at one time owned Manor Farm which was on the site of the 
present Masonic Hall. It was built in 1792 and with its associated 
farm buildings and duckpond was a feature of the village until the 
1960's. In 1951 it had been listed as worthy of preservation .. . 

Another local man to be decorated in World War One was Corporal J. N. 
Aston (Hussars) whose award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal was 
recorded in The Walsall Pioneer, February 12, 1916 . 

The Rectory, now t he centre of a sheltered housing 
re - built in 1826 by the Rev. William Scott, second son of 
Scott, Bart. of Great Barr Hall. Many of the trees 
Rectory Gardens are the subject of a preservation order. 

sche me, was 
Sir Joseph 
su rround ing 

The church is dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin and was thought to date 
back to about 1250. However, a charter has come to light at Stafford 
Record Office which, although undated, belongs to the end of the 12th 
or beginning of the 13th century. It concerns Robert de Barr, one 
witness is Drago of Aldridge and the other is Widon, parson of 
Aldridge. This new information contradicts the previous theory that 
the church was founded by Nicholas de Alrewych. He was a minor 
official of Cannock Forest and his family were given the manor of 
Aldridge in the 13th century, taking their name from the village. 

One of the effigies in the church is supposed to be that of Nicholas. 
When Erdeswick was writing his Antiquities of Staffords hire in about 
1600 he s t ated that it was in che alcove on the outside of the south 
chancel wall. It was moved insid e during the al terat ion in 1851. 
However, the effigy is t hat of a 14th century priest, which Nicholas 
certainly was not, and therefore it would appear more likely that it 
is Roger de Elyngton, rector of Aldridge c.1345, who founded a chantry 
chapel and was given a position of honour as a resting place. 
The other marble effigy is of Sir Robert de Stapleton - he is s hown 
cross-legged, which at one time was thought to indicate that the 
person had been on a crusade, but it may simply have been the fashion 
of the time as with so many other things. There are a number of 
handsome monuments on the walls recalling local families. 

The church has been altered a number of times and probably replaced an 
initial wooden building. The oldest part is the nave and chancel, 
with a 13th century chantry chapel being added on the north side. 
This was soon exte nded to form the north aisle. The western tower and 
a short sou th aisle were added in the 14th century. Later, a gallery 
was built over the north aisle for the schoolboys and another across 
the belfry arch f or the girls. 

Box pews belonging to local families faced in every direction and 
there were almost no seacs =or Lhe poor of th e parish. The gro und 
floor of the tow e r was used as a vescry. 

The bells were cas t in 1738 and ~~e cloc~ was in s tall ed by 1754. The 
Rev. Jeremiah Finch Smith was the first Rector of Aldridge aft er Barr 
had been made a separate parish in 1849 . He was in s trum ental in 
restoring and improvin g the church . A new aisle and vestr y were 
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added, the galleries demolished and the nave opened into the lower 
part of the tower. The old pews were taken out and the present ones 
(soon to be replaced in their turn) were installed. They were 
apparently the first ones without doors to be installed in -
Staffordshire. Extra seats were added for the poor. 

The font was given in 1853 by Mary Ann Allport in memory of her 
parents. In 1881 the church was lit by gas as a memorial to Edward 
Tongue. A new vestry was added in 1975. 

The Manor House has proved to be a very difficult building to date. A 
directory of Staffordshire for 1834 refers to the modern mansion of E. 
Tongue, but then so does one for 1851! Edward Tongue married Sidney 
Croxall, the youngest daughter of Edward Croxall of Shustoke, 
Warwickshire on July 4 1814. Finch Smith says she had resided in 
Aldridge since her marriage so the house may well have been built for 
them, although the family had been in the village for some years. 
Edward Tongue's grandfather, also an Edward, had been curate of 
Aldridge for about 50 years between 1727 and 1777. It will of course 
have replaced an older Manor House - not necessarily on the same site. 

Manors were part of a feudal system of government instituted by 
William I. The king owned all the land and distributed estates among 
his barons (tenants-in - chief) in return for fealty and military 
service. The barons granted manors to knights on similar terms. In 
the case of Aldridge, one Robert held land in Aldridge and Great Barr 
from William fitz Ansculf who had the barony of Dudley. Eventually 
the two manors were separated and Aldridge belonged in turn to the 
families of de Alrewych, Roger de Morteyn, Sir Robert de Stapleton, 
Fenners, Hillary, Mountford or Montford and Jordan. Lordship of the 
manor came to the Croxalls of Shustoke, Warwickshire, through marriage 
with the Jordan family and then to the Tongues by virtue of the 
marriage of Sidney and Edward. When Edward died his Trustees appear 
to have sold off much of the land, thereby probably paving the way for 
the expansion of Aldridge. 

The Saxon peasants (villeins, bordars, cottagers or serfs), were 
required to work on their lord's home farm or demesne as well as 
rendering other services. In return they held selions or s t rips of 
land in the open fields. This method of agriculture was wasteful of 
land and time and energy but nevertheless it continued for several 
hundred years. Gradually, either by common consent or Act of 
Parliament the large fields were 'enclosed' and farmers were able to 
have all their land together in one piece. 

It is impossible to identify now where the earlier manor house might 
have been, most likely it was quite near the church but that is all 
one can surmise. Although a number of ear l y wills and inventories 
have survived for Aldridge (the originals are at Lichfield Joint 
Record Office) it has not proved possible to match people and the 
geographical sites of their houses. 

The Manor House has seen a number of well-known residents. After the 
Tongues wer e Dr. Cooke, Mr. A. V. Johnson and Dr. J ohn St irl i ng. 
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In 1953 the Aldridge branch of the Staffordshire County Library moved 
in. Subsequently the Manor Youth Club was established and si nce 1981, 
when the new library was opened, they have had it to themselves. 

CONCLUSION 

Despite the considerable amount of research undertaken in the 
preparation of this book, it is almost certain that lo ng established 
residents of the area will have much information that could be added. 

The staff at Walsall Local History Centre would be pleased to hear 
from anyone who can add to our knowledge and enable us to supplement 
our records for future generations. 
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M. Pemberton, The "Wisdom" of Aldridge Cricket Club.
J. Matthews, Aldridge Cricket.
S. Croxton, Timber-framed buildings in South Staffordshire.
South Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society,

Volumes 1 and 18. 
B. Harris, Black Country V. C. 1 s
Stebbing Shaw, History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, Vol. Two.
J. Gough, The Midland Railway.
De Bois Landscape Survey of Walsall.

Photographs 

All the above references can be consulted at Walsall Local History Centre. 

Erratum: Page 31. For Charles William Bonner read Charles George Bonner. 
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VALUABLE 

FREEHOLD BUl LDlNG SITES, 
Suitable for the erection of Ge-ntlemmi' a Villa Ruitlencu, 

delig/1,if ully lituated in various parta of tho healthy and 
much i,r prouing Villa go of Aldridge. 

MESSRS. FARRINGTON & SON respeetfollJ_ 
announce that they aru instructed to offer by 

Acution, at a time to be announced in a future Advertise• 
ment, unless previously disposed of by Private Contract. 

The follotciug Valuable Freehold Propertia. 

All those several pieces of valuable BUILDING LAND, 
known as the Bithalll8 and Druid field, containing t.ogether 
:2la. 3r, loy., delightfully situated at Aldridge, ;having fine 
views of Little Aston Hall and the surrounding country, 
in the occupation of Mr. Joseph Proffitt. 

The above has a valuable frontage to Lhe main road from 
Aldridge to Stounall, and ia bounded by landt of .Edward 
Tongue, Eeq ._, and in the fin,t place will be offered in one lot 
a11d if not sold will be offered in various lots as per plan. 

To a gentleman in aearch of a site for a first claa8 
residence, the above offers an excellent opportunity. 

All that valuable BOILDlNG SIT.E, called 'Noddy 
Park or E~m Flatts, delightfully situated at Aldridge, near 
the re1idence of Thoma, Marlow, Eeq., and Edward 
Tongue, E:3q., and J oscph Proffitt, &q., and containing 
7a. 3r. asp. 

The above in the fint place will be offered in I lot nDd if. 
not 101d will be offered in various lots as per plan. 

All those two closes of Excellent LAND called the Rail 
:Flatt"' @ituated in Mill Green Lane, and the ro~d from 
} ~dri<lge to Little .Aston, in the occupation of Mr. Tandy, 
and near the residenco of i". James, Esq., ~nd a short 
distance from Aston Ht1ll. 

All those 3 valuable pieces of capital pasture LAND, 
ca1led the Pool Fields, containing 7M. 2r. op., desirably 
situated at the entrance to Aldridge from Walsall and Bir .. 
mingham, in the occupation of Mrs. Allnr. 

This lot is very eligible for Houses of a second class, 
which are in great request, having roads all round, and will 
in the first place be offered in one lot, and if not sold will 
be offered in various lots ae per plan. 

ltor further particulars apply at Wolverhampton, to 
}Iesne. Rutter and NeYo, Solicitors; or to Mr. J. Coleman, 
Land .Agent, Queen Squai:e; and in Walsall, to the 
Auctioneers, St. George's Buildings, The Bridge. 805-1 

Advertisement from Walsall Advertiser and Newspaper for sale of land, 
October 13 1868 
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