
CHAPTER IX 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 

THE CHURCH AT ALDRIDGE was probably founded about 
1250 by Nicholas de Alrewych. The defaced effigy lying in the 
chancel is believed to be his, although there is no inscription. When 
Erdeswick wrote his History of Staffordshire (about 1600), the effigy 
then lay in an alcove outside the chancel wall and an inscription may 
have been legible, for Erdeswick was definite in his statement that it 
represented Nicholas. The structure was probably in local limestone, 
as a portion of the tower still is, though the tower was probably 
added during the fourteenth century. Great Barr Chapel was prob-
ably erected about the same time as Aldridge Church, for in 1257, 
Walter Suel of Kidderminster made provision for the maintenance of 
a glowing light before the altar of St. Michael in Barr Chapel. 
In the records of Pope Nicholas' s taxation, granted to Edward I in 
1288 to help meet the cost of a crusade, appears the entry 'Alrewych 
cum Capell X marc'-Aldridge (church) with (Great Barr) Chapel 
ten marks. Prior to the creation of Aldridge parish, this district was 
probably included in Handsworth parish. 

The first church at Rushall was erected sometime before 1220 and 
its history has been traced in detail by Willmore in his Records of 
Rushall; a church at Pelsall was built in l3II or earlier, for in that 
year William le Keu endowed it with land for the maintenance of a 
priest; perhaps to expatiate the murder of Henry de Norton which 
had been committed eight years earlier. 

The earliest surviving documents in the churches are the Registers. 
As previously stated, the earliest surviving Aldridge register com-
mences with entries dated 1660; but at Great Barr are entries made 
a few years earlier, during the Interregnum. At that time the entries 
were made not by the parish priest, but by a secular 'Register' -
William Lucas, who was instituted by Sir John Wyrley, J.P., on 
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September 26th, 1653. Marriages were then secular, being performed 
by a magistrate, although the banns had to be called in a public place 
-usually the church. The marriage entries consist of a declaration 
that the banns had been called and the dates when this was done; 
then follows a signed declaration by the Justice that he has declared 
the couple to be man and wife. The banns were not always called in 
church. When John Weston and Margaret Bust were married, 
William Lucas recorded that the banns had been called 'three several 
market dayes at Walsall Market'. 

At this period the interiors of the churches were probably white-
washed, covering up any Elizabethan texts, etc., that may have 
adorned the walls. Finch Smith has described how during alterations 
to the Aldridge church, such texts were found on a wall previously 
covered up. The same author has described the church as it was 
prior to I 841. The chancel was longer than the nave and had a 
slightly lower roof. This difference in roof level can still be seen 
although the nave has now been lengthened to include part of what 
was the chancel. The south aisle was shorter than the north aisle and 
the arches on each side of the nave were odd, the arches have since 
been changed but are still odd. The floor of the church was covered 
with high-backed pews, facing in various directions, and were 
regarded as belonging to specific families. When John Jordan wished 
to change pews with Ann Wilcox (April 5th, 1736), a formal agree-
ment was drawn up in writing and placed in the Parish Chest. 
There was scarcely any accommodation for the poor who did not 
have their own pews. Over the north aisle was a gallery with 
benches erected for the boys and the singers. There the boys were out 
of sight of both clergyman and congregation. The girls occupied 
benches placed beneath another gallery which stretched across the 
belfry arch. 

Not only was the church closely associated with local charities 
but often collections were taken for deserving causes on receipt of 
what came to be known as a 'brief.' A few of these briefs were 
recorded in the registers where entries such as the following are to 
be found. 

Collected for the ransom of Christian slaves out of Turkish slavery the sum of 
one pound three shillings and fivepence. November ye l9th 1671 
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August 2nd 1665 Collected for the relief of those that are visited by the plague 

five shillings fourpence 
1701 Collected for the cathedral at Ely seven shillings fourpence 

The collecting of money by briefs was later organised by firms of 
'undertakers'. In the Aldridge chest was a printed receipt signed by 
'T Lonsdale, Collector' for nineteen shillings and twopence raised in 
response to ten different briefs. At Great Barr, instead of a collection 
in church, a house to house collection was sometimes undertaken. 
Also in the Aldridge chest were a receipt for £8 4s. od. raised for 
British prisoners in France and dated May 7th, I 8 l l ; and two 
receipts dated 1847 for £29 and £4 8s. od. raised for the relief of the 
poor in Ireland and Scotland. 

The Churchwardens were responsible for the maintenance of the 
fabric of the church; Great Barr had their own Chapelwardens. 
Some of their accounts have survived and from these it appears that 
the clock at Aldridge was installed prior to 1754 and that in 1771 
Richard Griffis was in receipt of an annual salary of ten shillings to 
keep it in repair. After the turn of the century five shillings per week 
was paid to Thomas and Francis Sedgwick to teach the boys and girls 
to sing. The five bells in the Aldridge belfry (cast 1738 by Ab. 
Rudhal of Gloucester, probably at the instigation of the rector, Rev. 
John Dolman) were rung on national occasions. In 1772 the ringers 
sent in a bill to the Churchwardens for ringing on nine S_?ecial 
occasions including the Restoration (May 29th) 2/6; Powder Plot 
(November 5th) 7/6; and Easter Monday l/-. A bill dated 1829 for 
fourteen shillings and sixpence is for ale supplied to the ringers during 
the previous nine months. At Great Barr and Rushall similar bills 
were met. There is reference in the Great Barr accounts to William 
Meek, who is described as 'Dog Whiper' and who received a salary 
of twelve shillings per annum. A Dog Whipper' s job was not to 
keep dogs out of church, but to see that those brought in behaved. 
Offenders were usually removed with the help of a pair of wooden 
tongs still to be found in some churches. Later, William Meek's title 
was changed to 'Beadle' and he was provided with a uniform. He 
also performed such tasks as clearing the snow from the churchyard. 
The churchwardens were responsible for exterminating vermin 
within the parish. In the Great Barr accounts appears such entries as: 
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1785 Oct. 16th Katching 2 moles ...................................................... 4d. 
1818 July Sparrowheads ................................................ £1 2. 2d. 

August Sparrowheads ................................................... 5s. od. 
Nov. 13 Sparrowheads ...................................................... 2s. 6d. 
Dec. 25 Sparrowheads ...................................................... 3s. od. 

At Rushall there were many payments for hedgehogs. 
Other interesting entries in the Great Barr accounts are: 

1784 Nov 10 For a proclamation for a general Thanksgivirig for 
puting an end to the late extended and expensive war with America ...... 2s. od. 

1786 Jan 14 For repairing the churching seat and others ........................ 18s. od. 
1818 March By two skins of parchment .......................................... IOs. 6d. 
1820 Dec 9 By Dixons bill for lead at Chapel.. ............................ £2 14s. 8d. 
1821 Jan 1 pd 2 men for watchg in the chapel in order to detect those 

who stole the lead .................................................................. 10s. od. 
1824 April 13 - 6 Halters for Chapel stable ..................................... 4s. 6d. 

New bells were hung at Great Barr in 1796. 
1796 Scales and weights to weigh the old bells & trouble and turnpike 

expense ................................................................................. 10s. 6d. 
Assistance of man and self to take down old bells .............................. 5s. od. 
Bread cheese and ale for the men ................................................... 3s. 2d. 
Taking bells to Birmingham & expenses .................................... £1 Is. od. 
My trouble how they were to go to Leicester and expenses .................. 2s. 6d. 
Expenses at Mr. Moore's twice when the bells came. 5 horses 2 men 

dinners, hay corn ale ............................................................... 14s. 3d. 
Expenses of Bell hangers and ringers at opening the Bells at Barr 

Wake ........................................................................ £1 1s. od. 
Unloading the new and loading the old bells .................................... 9s. od. 
Ale at the Chapel at different times ................................................ 3s. 6d. 
Carriage of the bells ......................................................... £13 18s. 3d. 

The six new bells were cast by Edward Arnold of Leicester and 
bear the names of Mary Whitby,Joseph and Margaret Scott and their 
three children, William, Edward Dolman, and Mary. 

During the eighteenth century, it was the custom of the Rector 
to welcome on Christmas Day as many of his parishioners as cared 
to call at the Rectory, and to give them as much bread, beef, mustard 
and vinegar as they could eat. The origin of the custom is not known 
but it must have been well established for it was looked on as one of 
the village charities, and when a rector discontinued the custom, he 
instituted a money payment instead, sixpence to each housekeeper 
in Aldridge and cj€;htpence to each housekeeper at Great Barr. 
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The Charity Commissioners were scathing about church matters 
when they visited Great Barr. Their report of 1825 refers to land 
which had been left to the parish to help pay the salary of a parish 
clerk. Sir Joseph Scott at the time of the enclosures had secured this 
land in exchange for land awarded to him on Barr Common. The 
exchange was fair except that no account had been taken of the 
timber, worth £112, growing on the land previously owned by the 
parish. The Commissioners claimed that Sir Joseph should answer 
for this money, together with the loss in value of land that had 
deteriorated in value because of the negligence of Sir Joseph' s tenants. 
Sir Joseph declined to pay, pointing out that he had already spent 
£1,750 freely on the chapel. The Commissioners retorted that this 
money had been spent by him on six bells, an organ, stained glass 
windows, spire, battlements, porch, altar pieces, pulpit cloths, velvet 
and gold cushions, etc., whilst the more essential work of new pews, 
repairs to the chapel, etc., had only been achieved by borrowing 
£523 from a chapel warden (John Fallowes) and by leasing some of 
the clerk's land for a period of ninety-nine years in order to repay 
£220 of the money to Mr. Fallowes-a bona .fide transaction, but one 
regarded by the Commissioners as improvident. 

Sir Joseph Scott was also criticized on several other scores. His 
steward denied any trace of authority for a dole which used to be 
paid on Shustock Meadows, which Sir Joseph then held. He had also 
secured from the schoolmistress for £30 the house which she 
occupied, but to which she had no title. It was not clear whether 
this house ought to belong to the parish or to Sir Joseph as heir of the 
Hoo family. The Parish Clerk's house had also been secured under 
dubious circumstances. The house was originally provided for the 
Parish Clerk to live in, but a Richard Grove who had been Clerk, 
refused to surrender it. The trustees brought an ejection order against 
him, but it failed, and the trustees then filed a bill in Chancery 
claiming Grove had committed perjury. Before the case was heard 
Grove died, whereupon Sir Joseph, who had been one of the trustees 
trying to regain the house for the parish, bought it from the widow 
for £IIo and installed one of his labourers. The action against 
Grove cost the parish well over £200, though Sir Joseph gave 
£41 to help meet the cost of the action. 

The living at Aldridge was a valuable one and the patronage was 
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normally in the hand of the lord of the manor of Great Barr. When 
the living fell vacant Sir Joseph granted it to a non-resident, John 
Dudley, who was to occupy it until Sir Joseph' s son, William, 
should be old enough. William Scott held the living from 1821 
until 1829, and it was he who had the present rectory built. The 
autocratic Rev. Henry Harding followed, and appears to have 
commanded considerable respect in the parish. His wife was the 
Lady Emily Fielding, sister of the seventh Earl of Denbigh. On his 
resignation the living was divided, Great Barr becoming a separate 
parish (1849). The living at Aldridge was then worth £628 and that 
of Great Barr £ 770, most of the money being from tithe rents 
which have tended to decrease over the years despite the value of 
money decreasing also. 

The first rector of the reduced parish of Aldridge was a man of 
character, Rev. J. Finch Smith, M.A., F.S.A., son of the High 
Master of Manchester Grammar School; a gentleman who took his 
work as rector very seriously and who published two volumes, 
Notes and Collections of the Parish of Aldridge. These give many 
interesting details of some of the people who lived in Aldridge 
during the early nineteenth century but unfortunately they are a 
little inaccurate when referring to earlier periods. His great work was 
the rebuilding of the north aisle and chancel of the parish church, 
and the restoration and improvement of the rest of the building. 
He himself contributed £250 towards the total cost of £1,036. 
The church was re-opened on June 2nd, 18 5 3, in the presence of the 
Bishop of Lichfield, who conducted the morning service. The rector 
has described how the villagers observed that day as a general holiday, 
and how 170 people, including the workmen, sat down at midday 
to a public luncheon in one of the glebe fields. A further service was 
held in the evening. The rector was also instrumental in securing 
most of the stained glass windows that now grace the church and 
had strong views about ugly and inappropriate headstones. 

In 1851 a Wesleyan chapel was opened in Walsall Wood Road. 
A very different building to the venerable church, and an abomin-
ation to the rector, not on aesthetic grounds, which would have been 
understandable, for it was built in blue brick, but because he had no 
room for Nonconformists and their preachers. He alone was 
responsible for the cure of the souls of his parishioners. In 1850, 
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when funds were being raised for this chapel or 'meeting house', as 
the rector preferred to call it, he issued a printed booklet of some 
fourteen pages. It was called 'Church-not Meeting House' and it 
began: 

A meeting house is being erected in our parish, and I :im told, will shortly be 
used on Sundays, and perhaps at other times for preaching and extemporary 
prayer. It is an unhappy reflection that any member of the church should have been 
found here willing to give even sixpence towards the foundation of that which 
cannot be, at the' best, anything but the cause of strife and dissension amongst us. 

One hopes that the Methodists did not retaliate by hampering the 
Rector's efforts to raise funds for the Parish Church alterations. 
The ill-feeling between church and chapel grew, and later in the 
century the local press carried letters complaining that Noncon-
formists were barred from the local charities and even from the 
village school (originally a 'Free Grammar School') unless the 
children also attended the Anglican Sunday School. This issue 
divided the village. As a result of a petition to him, the People's 
Warden, Dr. Cooke, in 1869 called a Vestry meeting to discuss the 
affairs of the school, placing a notice to that effect on the Church 
door. The curate's 'friendly' letter to him asking him to remove the 
notice was without effect, but on the day of the meeting when Dr. 
Cooke sent the sexton to the Rector for the key of the Church, the 
Rector refused to hand it over, claiming a Vestry meeting could not 
discuss the affairs of the school. Consequently the meeting adjourned 
to the Elms Inn. There the Rector was strongly criticised for 
refusing the church key to the People's Warden, but the Rector's 
Warden, Mr. F. F. Clarke, defended the refusal. The meeting was a 
somewhat stormy one and dissatisfaction was expressed wrth the 
appointment of the Trustees of the school and the imposition of a 
religious test. Anxiety was expressed that the School should be 
brought under the Endowed Schools Act when no religious test 
would be possible. Happily, this strife is now long dead and when 
the present Wesley Hall was opened in 1936 the then Rector (Rev. 
Cooper) was able to join in the Methodist celebrations. 

The Rev. Finch Smith's swansong was the sermon he preached in 
the Church on Whitsunday, 1878, and which was later printed. In 
it he looked back over the years, noting the various changes; once 
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only one stained glass window, but now eleven; the introduction of 
a surpliced choir; more reverent behaviour in church, a better 
knowledge of scripture, a keener sense of the duty of churchman-
ship; an awareness of the sin of schism; the willing giving of alms, 
etc. One may disagree with the Rector's intolerance, but his energy 
and sincerity demand respect. 

The story of Nonconformity in the village is rather obscure, for 
lamentably, Nonconformists seldom keep or preserve records 
conscientiously. Mention has already been made of the Presbyterian 
Leigh influence at Rushall, and significantly soon after the Restor-
ation (1660) the vicar of Rushall (Richard York) and the curate of 
Pelsall (William Wilson) were ejected from their livings. At the 
back of the Aldridge Parish Register is the note 'A register of ye 
births of such children whose parents dissent from ye Church of 
England and wch we are ordered to register pursuant to an Act of 
Parliament made in the sixth and seventh year of William ye third'. 
Then follows a list of twelve children born between 1696 and 1724 
belonging to the families of Richard Bell, Charles Fielding, John 
Hamnett,John Williams, and Thomas Dale. Richard Bell may have 
been the minister (or his son) of that name who was ejected as a 
Presbyterian from the living of Polesworth, near Tamworth, who 
had been licensed in 1672 to preach in the houses of Richard Eves, 
George Fowler, and Elizabeth Deale of Walsall. In 1704 the follow-
ing houses were certified at Quarter Sessions as places of worship 
under the Toleration Act: 

House of Richard Bell, Yeoman, Kings Haies, Aldridge. 
House of William Asplyn, yeoman, Coppy Leasowes, Aldridge. 
In 1745 there were probably Methodists in Aldridge, as the 

following extract from Aris' s Birmingham Gazette shows. The paper 
is referring to riots at Wednesbury when Methodists there were 
attacked and much of their property damaged: 

They served some people at West Bromwich and Aldridge in the same manner ; 
but the Goods they took from Aldridge were forced from them by the Walsall 
People as they were bringing them to that Town, and restor'd to their proper 
Owners. A great part of the rest of the Goods taken from different Places, the 
Mob were prevailed on by the most considerable People ofDarlaston and Wednes-
bury to lodge in a House in Darlaston, that the Proprietors might come and lay 
Claim to them ; so that it is to be hoped that they will make no more Attempts 
of this Kind. 
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The neighbouring Gentlemen did all they possibly could to make them desist, 
by giving them Drink, offering them Money, and using every other means they 
thought might have any Effect. 

Accounts from Methodists' sources are rather more lurid but add 
nothing to our knowledge about Methodists at Aldridge. 

In 1745 also, Francis Asbury was born at Hamstead and soon 
afterwards came to live at Great Barr. There he was sent to school 
but came to loathe the Master, who he said treated him with great 
severity. At the age of thirteen he was apprenticed to a smith, 
a Mr. Foxall, who was a friend of the family. At fourteen, dissatisfied 
with the services at Great Barr Chapel, he attended All Saints, 
West Bromwich, where he heard many evangelical preachers. Later 
he went to Methodist meetings at Wednesbury and was converted 
during the summer of 1760. Despite his tender years, he rapidly 
became a Methodist Class Leader and a Local Preacher of great 
popularity. In I767 he was admitted 'on trial' as an Itinerant 
Preacher, but in I77I volunteered to go to America. At the age of 
thirty-nine he was ordained by Dr. Coke as Joint Superintendent or 
Bishop of American Societies. In America he is reputed to have 
travelled 250,000 miles on horseback, preaching wherever needed. 
When he died at the age of seventy, the Methodist Church in 
America could boast of 2I8,ooo members. He is one of the greatest 
figures in American Methodism. 

A Methodist Society is reputed to have met in his mother's house 
at Great Barr and a chapel was built there early in the next century. 
These Great Barr Methodists were alert, for when a Bill was before 
Parliament in I8II which might have affected the toleration they 
enjoyed, forty-seven members drew up and signed a petition to the 
'Lords Spiritual and Temporal' against the Bill. By l8I7 Methodists · 
were meeting at Daw End (Sundays, II a.m. and 2-30 p.m.) and 
Pelsall (Sundays, 6 p.m.), which were included in the Wednesbury 
circuit. By I845 Sunday meetings were also being held at the 
Hardwick (2-30 p.m.) and Aldridge (6 p.m.), and by I862 there was 
a Methodist Day School at Pelsall. By this latter date the Hardwick 
meeting had been superseded by meetings at Barr Beacon (3 p.m.) 
and Mill Green (6 p.m.). The circuit plan for I862 shows the 
typically early Methodist 'Love Feasts' were still being held quarterly 
at Aldridge and Pelsall. Where the Aldridge Methodists met before 
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the chapel was 'built in Walsall Wood Road (1850) is not known. 
The Primitive Methodists had a meeting in Stubbers Green, where 
the Anglicans also held services. In r 890 these Primitive Methodists 
opened the chapel in Leighswood Road (now a potato crisp factory) 
and there was then rivalry between Wesleyan and Primitive Metho-
dist as well as between Anglican and Nonconformist. The Congre-
gationalist Chapel at Rushall was built in 1860, mainly as a result of 
the exertions of Mr. Alfred Stanley, who had organised meetings 
over the two preceeding years. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE VILLAGE CONSTABLE 

THE PARISH CONSTABLE'S TASK was onerous, for he was the 
executive officer at the beck and call of the other parish officials. 
Often the more disagreeable tasks fell to him. His office carried no 
salary (save an honorarium of five shillings per annum) and any 
robust villager of good repute was liable to be chosen at the Court 
Leet and obliged to fill the office for the following twelve months 
At Great Barr the work became too much for one man, and so the 
Constable was given an assistant with the title 'Head borough'. 
Some men appear to have enjoyed the office, for they continued as 
Constable or Headborough (often alternately) year after year, as did 
Nathaniel Hathaway and Gilbert Haughton (innkeeper). Normally, 
the Constable was chosen from amongst the smaller farmers, inn-
keepers and more reliable labourers-men not chosen for the offices 
of Churchwarden, Overseer, or Surveyor of the Roads. The badge 
of office was the staff which the Constable carried each year at the 
wakes as a sign of authority and a warning to possible wrongdoers. 
Occasionally the Constable was illiterate and that must have caused 
considerable trouble, especially in the keeping of accounts. The 
Constable's accounts at Great Barr go back to 1714 and give a vivid 
picture of the work of the Coqstable and some of the matters which 
affected the life of the villagers. The following are typical of many 
entries and show the Constable assisting the Overseer, dealing with 
and relieving travellers: 

1714 Nov 7 Pd for reliveing two meined shoulders by pass bound to 
Chester .............. ...................................................................... 6d. 

June 5 pd for relief of 2 seamen goin to Liverpool.. .................................. 6d. 
1745 For Maintaining 17 vagrants all night ..... ..................................... 5s. 8d. 
1751 Given .3 disbanded sailors wounded by Turks .. ............................ 1s. 6d. 
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1784 Expence of a poor man taken upon the Common in the cold 
weather ................................................................................. Is. 1od. 

1817 Relived Irishman with pass ............................................................ 3d. 
To relief Blackman ........................................................................ 2d. 

Besides soldiers and sailors, there were many others travelling the 
roads, including expectant mothers, the latter especially in 1755 if 
the accounts are to be believed. These were helped and hurried on 
their way with a minimum of delay, and no doubt, with the full 
approval of the Overseer and the ratepayers, who would be anxious 
that no new child should gain a settlement by being born in the 
parish. The Constable was expected to maintain the peace, prevent 
robberies, arrest and hold offenders until they could be brought 
before a Justice, convey people to gaol or workhouse as needed, 
and in addition maintain the stocks, the pinfold, the horseblock and 
even the bridges. Hence such entries as the following were made: 

1714 March 31 For a hew and cry after Landen ....................................... 4d. 
1716 June 28 Paid for mending the stox ............................................. 2s. 6d. 
1786 Expenses for settling the peace between Thomas Reeves and John ... Is. 3d. 
1820 July 18 Pd for a pair of handcuppols .......................................... 5s. od. 
1829 June 22 Pd for I sett oflegg chains ....................................... £1 3s. 6d. 

He also assisted in the levying of taxes. 

1714 Aug 9 Pd ye Sessors of ye Land Tax .......................................... 3s. od. 
1720 Sept. for chusing a collector for ye Window Tax ........................... 2s. od. 
1791 Nov 17 Expenses at Justices meeting with Hair Powder List ............ 5s. od. 

The common was a source of continual trouble; not only did the 
Constable have cases like those already referred to of firing the ling 
and catching rabbits, but he was continually (after 1820) breaking up 
gypsy camps and moving the gypsies on. The Common was also 
an ideal place for the illegal Prize Fights (and Cockfights when they 
also eventually became illegal). Prizefights attracted big crowds and 
the Constable would have little chance of preventing the sport. 
Nevertheless, there is the following entry: 

1825 Attending at the Common to prevent a fight .............................. 3s. od. 
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By that year, the Common was enclosed, so presumably thefight was 
in one of the fields, though tradition has it that the gravel pit which 
was at the junction of Longwood Road and Barr Common Road 
was often used as a ring, the spectators standing round the top of the 
pit and looking down on the contestants. 

All the land (open common until 1799) stretching from the top of 
Barr Beacon to Sutton was referred to as Sutton Colefield, and 
somewhere on this waste. there assembled on one occasion a crowd 
well over a thousand strong. There were strangers from as far 
afield as London who had come to see a fight in which the great 
Tom Belcher himself acted as second. The fight lasted four hours 
(213 rounds) before finally the contestants (Griffiths and Bayliss) 
were persuaded to both give in and call it a draw. 

The Constable also visited public houses, checked weights, and 
kept a record of lunatics. Even recusants and Sabbath observance 
fell under his purview. 

1720 Sept 26 for taking ye Ale sellers to the Bors hed ........................... 1s. od. 
1810 Feb 23 Delivery five summonses in Barr concerning short 

weights etc. . .......................................................................... 2s. 6d. 
1835 Sept 7 Delivery lunitick list ................................................... 1s. od. 
1717 Nov 4 Pd for a presentment against ye Popish recusants ..................... 9d. 
1832 Nov 4 Expenses at Magistrates meeting of Witness to persecute 

Higgins and Archer for breaking the Sabbath .................................... 6s. od. 
Nov 15 Noticing Abram Parkes and Rostil from selling things on 

Sundays .............................................................................. 2s. od. 

The biggest trouble at one period was with the Militia and finding 
men for the forces. Early in the eighteenth century this work does 
not figure largely in the accounts, save for such entries as: 

1714 Oct 4 pd John Harrison for sharping ye Town pikes ........................ 4d. 
1715 Feb 21 Pd at Lichfield at ye meeting of foot soilders ye sum ............ 3s. od. 
1720 Sept. for steeling of the pikes ................................................... ls. 2d.. 

After 1757 the central government tightened matters up considerably 
and in 1766 issued orders for the assembling and ordering of the 
Militia, but at Great Barr the entry was made: 

1767 May 12 Pd ye High Constable on account of not raising ye 
militia for 1766 .................................................................. £8 12 3!d. 
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In 1779 men were pressed into the army, and one can imagine the 
excitement there must have been in the village before there were 
such entries as follow. 'Tending' is equivalent to 'watching' or 
'guarding': 

1779 March 4 3 journeys to Justice Carlin's concerning 2 impressed 
men .................................................................................... 3s. od. 
March 13 Pd Ralph Ivens for tending one night ................................. Is. od. 

Pd Sam Parkes for tending I day & I night .................................... 2s. od. 
Pd Jno Beilinson for do ............................................................ 2s. od. 
Pd for drink ..................................................................... 12s. 6d. 
Pd for eating ..................................................................... 2s. 6d. 

March 15 Pd for 2 days more eating & drincking .............................. 4s. 6d. 
For ye overseer tending I day ................................................... Is. od. 
For ye Chapelwardens man tending I night ................................. Is. od. 

March 17 Pd for eating and drinking before start to search .................. 3s. od. 
March 18 For ye Overseer tending I day ....................................... Is. od. 
March 20 Pd for eating and drincking for tender of a man that was 

imprest .............................................................................. 14s. 6d. 
Pd ye tenders for 1 night & 2 days on do ....................................... 45. od. 
for ye Chapelwarden and Constables journey to Stonnal.. ................ 2s. od. 
pd for 2 presentments ............................................................... Is. 6d. 

Apl 3 for ye expenses of ye 4th & 5th men that were imprest and 
tenders 3 days & 4 nights & settling accounts on Easter Monday ... £1 12s. 4d. 
and for Chapel Warding man Francis Clark, Jno Beilinson, Ross' s 
man and self for loss oftime ...................................................... IIs. od. 

Later, the Constable had periodically to draw up a list of men 
liable to serve in the Militia, and then names were selected from the 
list of the person(s) to represent the parish in the army; the unfor-
tunate could avoid serving by payment of a stipulated sum. Perhaps 
that explains the Club referred to in the accounts. 

1810 Aug 14 attending a deputy Lieuts meeting Shenstone for ballot 
of 0 C Militia ........................................................................... 6s. od. 
Aug 17 Journey round the parish to persons liable to the ballot to 

inform them of a Club being held at the Pig by order of the deputy 
Lieut ................................................................................. 5s. od. 

Sep 2, 3, 4. Journey to Evesham ... (1) ... for the purpose of takeing 
Josh Wixhey, a deserter but could get no intelligence of him ......... £3 7s. 9d. 

22 Attendg a Deputy Lieutenant's meeting Shenstone for second 
ballot of militia in lieu of Joseph Wixhey deserted ........................... 6s. od. 
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More encouraging is: 

1813 March 19 Pd 11 volunteers for local rnilitia ........................... £23 2s. od. 
Paid doctor for examining the same ................................................ 11s. od. 
Pd for ale & 2 Sergeants for 2 men ................................................ 4s. Sd. 
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CHAPTER XI 

COMPARED WITH SOME PARISHES Aldridge was fortunate, 
for as early as 1718 a Free Grammar School was built here. The 
brick building consisted of some two sitting-rooms, a schoolroom, 
kitchen, back kitchen and four upper chambers, the schoolmaster 
living on the premises with his wife, who at one period taught a 
small class of girls. The master was allowed to take paying boarders. 
The building, since converted into two cottages, still stands opposite 
the Rectory and between the Church and the present Endowed 
Boys' School; a very convenient situation, for the master was usually 
parish clerk also. In front of the school were sixty perches of land 
which served as garden for the master and as playground for the 
children. 

The Rev. Thomas Cooper gave the land, described as being 
seventeen yards by eight yards, and adjoining the 'Play Piece', to a 
trust of sixteen Aldridge Freeholders (including the Rector) for a 
school to be erected, where Aldridge children would be taught the 
Anglican catechism, English and Latin tongues and the writing of 
English. The trustees were to have power to appoint or dismiss the 
master and when their number had been reduced by death to five, 
a new trust was to be formed, but all the trustees were to be free-
holders and inhabitants of Aldridge. Meanwhile, thirty other men, 
including the dissenter, Richard Bell, had subscribed £48 to build 
the school and to meet the cost of enclosing waste land for the 
maintenance of the master. Finally, the Rev. John Jordan, lord of 
the manor of Aldridge, also endowed the school with approximately 
sixty-five and a half acres of waste which had been marked out into 
fields ready for enclosure. This endowment was increased when the 
trustees as landowners received a further allotment of waste when the 
rest of the commons were finally enclosed. To meet the cost of 
these latter enclosures, farmers were granted leases allowing them 
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free use of the land for ·a period of years on · condition that they 
enclosed the land and paid what fees were due to the Commissioners, 
etc. In l 822 the income from school land was £II 5 IOs. od. per 
annum plus a further £2 per annum which had been left by a John 
Twyford to be paid annually to the master. 

We know very little of the school in its early days. It probably 
played its allotted part fairly well, for no one seems to have bothered 
about the trustees until 1757 when there was only one still living 
and the trust was reformed. 

In 1759 the following advertisement appeared in Aris's Birmingham 
Gazette: 

At a large commodious room in the Free School at Aldridge in the county of 
Stafford (a place well-known for its healthful and pleasant situation) young gentle-
men and others are taught the mathematical sciences particularly navigation or the 
art of sailing upon the sea, in one month, at four hours per day, by John Randles. 

The syllabus appears to have departed radically from the original 
English, Latin and Catechism, or was it only paying boarders who 
learned navigation, certainly few residents of inland Aldridge would 
need it. 

A later schoolmaster, William Tranter, was also Parish Clerk. He 
was the gentleman who erected the gallery in the church over the 
northern aisle for the boys and the singers. He was followed by a 
Mr. Stinton, in whose time half the spare land in front of the school 
was regarded as being the master's garden, the rest being the play-
ground. The next master, Fairbanks, added to the garden a strip 
some seven or eight yards wide off the playground, whilst two later 
masters, Thomas Cook and Peter Edward Jackson both in tum 
enlarged the garden further at the expense of the playground, so 
that in 1822 the Charity Commissioners found the playground too 
small for the thirty-odd boys who attended and who were forced to 
use a small piece of land in front of the Rectory stables to which 
they had no right. Even the parents were complaining about this. 

Thomas Cook also combined the offices of Schoolmaster and 
Parish Clerk. Some documents from the Parish Chest bear his 
beautiful copper-plate handwriting, but he appears to have been an 
irascible fellow who failed to perform his duties as master in a proper 
manner. Eventually the trustees became aware of this and tried to 
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sack him, only to find Cook undismayed and defiant. He is reputed 
to have told them that: 

. . . he should not leave the school, they had no more power to turn him out 
than they had to turn the parish church round, and they might each of them kiss 
his seat of honour only expressed rather more vulgar. 

Cook contended that the trustees failed to fulfill the conditions laid 
down by the founders, who had stipulated that the trust must be 
reformed whenever there were only five remaining trustees, and that 
all trustees should be freeholders and inhabitants of Aldridge. 
At last the trustees got rid of Cook by giving him £40 per annum to 
retire peaceably whilst they appointed a new master, Peter Edward 
Jackson, at a reduced salary which was to be increased on Cook's 
death. The Charity Commissioners in 1822 commented on this 
arrangement, and the would-be village Hampden-Farmer Charles 
Jux;on-used the arrangements as a stick with which to belabour the 
trustees. He pointed out bitterly that they were paying Cook for doing · 
his job badly. Cook continued to hold the office of Parish Clerk. 

When the Commissioners examined the Trustees in I 829 they 
apparently approved of them and of the school rules. These provided 
that all the sons of Aldridge people were to have free schooling 
between the ages of six and fourteen, save for eighteenpence each per 
quarter for pens, ink and copies to be paid by those who learn 
writing; and one shilling per annum for firing to be paid in advance 
by all. One wonders how many did not attempt to learn writing. 
Parents could buy their own books provided that they were such as 
the master desired to use, and the master, subject to the trustees' 
approval, could take boarders. The trustees had the right to expel 
irregular attenders. The syllabus then included reading, writing, 
arithmetic, Latin, and by voluntary agreement of the master, English 
grammar. The trustees apparently had been under for in 1829 
they issued a poster setting forth these rules, declaring that the 
Commissioners had been fully satisfied with them, and stating that 
they 'will oppose the interference of any person in the superintend-
ence or regulation of the school' and that they 'Cl.en ounce the right of 
all or any of the parishioners to direct or control them' but will 
'with cheerfulness, attend to any complaints properly and respect-
fully made'. Two of the trustees, William All port and Rev. William 
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Cowley, owned private schools; whilst the Rev. Cowley was also 
second master at Queen Mary's Grammar School, Walsall. In 1822 
two of the free scholars were being taught Latin. 

In 1833, Juxon issued a broadsheet addressed to the inhabitants of 
Aldridge. In it he asked whether any pupils had 'received a common 
education sufficient even for a tradesman', and alleged that ' while in 
England and the rest of Europe, the people are improving their 
minds and cultivating their understanding-are banishing the 
degrading Delusions of Ignorance and Superstition and are basking 
in the rays of Intellectual Light-this parish remains plunged in the 
scanty stock of Intellectual Knowledge which generally existed in the 
Seventeenth Century'. A few weeks later came a pamphlet on the 
same theme and referring to 'the wretched system of education there-
in practiced, the cruelties which are inflicted on the free boys and 
the tyranizing conduct of.those persons who are officially engaged in 
the management of the charity'. In 1844 Juxon was still attacking the 
trustees, issuing yet another pamphlet, this time threatening to lodge 
a bill in Chancery. 

At one time girls were allowed to attend the school and were 
admitted from the age of four and were taught by the master's wife. 
When Jackson was appointed in succession to Cook, this was no 
longer to be allowed. There was, however, a mysterious land 
endowment of £12 per annum believed to have been left by a Miss 
Wheeley to provide for the education of a few girls. In l 822, 
Thomas Cook's wife was teaching the girls whilst Mr. Cook 
received the £ 12. The Commissioners immediately recommended 
that the rector should collect the money and hand it personally to 
Mrs. Cook. They also noticed that the Girls' School allotment made 
when Barr Common was enclosed, was adjoining that of Sir Joseph 
Scott and was not sufficiently distinguished from it (the trustees' 
fault, not Sir Joseph' s this time). 

The method of choosing which girls should be taught can be 
gathered from the following notice which was nailed on the door of 
Aldridge Church and was later filed in the Parish Chest: 

28 March 1830 Meeting to nominate poor girls between 6 and ro years of which 
number Sir Edward Scott will appoint six to the free school known as Wheeley's 
charity. 

by order of Sir Edward Scott Bart. 
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Charles Juxon's comments when he read that would have been 
illuminating. 

At Great Barr also was a free school-the one at Snails Green 
which Francis Asbury had attended and where he claimed he was 
dreadfully bullied by the master. It was founded by a bequest of 
Thomas Addyes in 1722 and was for thirteen poor children to be 
taught English and writing. Nicholas Add yes added more land to the 
endowment in 1733, whilst Ann Scott left £400 to be invested for 
the school. This latter was invested in a mortgage on tolls on the 
Bromsgrove Road and brought in about £20 per annum. The 
number of scholars was then increased to twenty and were taught 
the three R' s. They were expected to find their own books and 
writing material and as at Aldridge, were charged one shilling per 
annum for firing. Each scholar was clothed in a brown gown, a cap 
and a collar out of the charity, but sometimes there was only sufficient 
funds to clothe nineteen out of the twenty scholars. 

In addition, at Great Barr was the house in the chapelyard referred 
to in an earlier chapter, where five poor girls were taught to read, 
write and sew. One room in this house was used as a vestry and 
Sunday School, but to the disgust of some of the parishioners, the 
schoolmistress was a Roman Catholic. 

Besides the free schools there were a large number of private 
boarding schools, especially at the end of the eighteenth and begin-
ning of the nineteenth centuries. Most must have been on a small 
scale, but there were two very notable exceptions-the schools at 
Cedar Court and Druid Heath. 

Cedar Court was a young ladies' seminary, built by Mr. and Mrs. 
Allport, who previously had a school in Mill Green. Mr. Allport 
was also a surveyor. This was a select and flourishing concern, with 
at one time, as many as fifty boarders. The fees were high, £26 per 
annum for ordinary boarders, or fifty guineas per annum for parlour 
boarders. All scholars had to engage for one year and give a quarter's 
notice before leaving. No deductions were allowed for absence in 
winter. Each pupil was expected to provide two sheets, six towels 
and a silver tablespoon and teaspoon. The syllabus included gram-
mar and needlework, but there were a number of extra subjects 
which could be taken on the payment of the following extra fees 
per quarter: Geography with globes, 10/6; French 21/-; Drawing 
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21/-; Dancing 21/-; Music 21/-. Further payments had also to be 
made for washing, whilst pens, etc., cost 10/6 per quarter. 

The Druid Heath School was run by the Rev. James Lomax, 
erstwhile curate of Great Barr. His first school was at Coppy Hall, 
which he gave up because of illness. A prospectus he issued, described 
Druid Heath School as being 'a few hundred yards from Coppy Hall 
but far superior to it in point of salubrity'. He aimed at a general 
education fitting pupils for Commerce, the Professions, or the 
University. Besides the more usual subjects (Greek and Roman 
classics, French, English, Maths, Geography, etc.) pupils could learn 
Stenography, Navigation, Parabolics or Gunnery, and Astronomy. 
Pupils were expected to deliver periodic discourses themselves. 

Himself suffering from poor health, Lomax devoted no fewer than 
seven paragraphs of the prospectus to health and diet. 

Soon after rising a piece of Bread, Bread and Butter or in Summer mornings 
a small Draught of Milk will be offered to each : He is unwell from a permanent 
Cause or from transient Indigestion who refuses such Offers. At the Interval of 
an Hour, a Preparation of Milk will be served for Breakfast ; where Milk disagrees 
some other nutritive Fluid will be substituted : in any case Breakfast will not be 
allowed above Blood-heat - between Breakfast and Dinner some Refreshment 
will be offered to everyone. This will prevent Faintness, Internal Sinkings, Flatu-
lency, and consequent Loathing of Food : too long Abstinence from Food is 
injurious, to the younger and feebler, materially so. 

In due time Dinner consisting of a Reasonable Allowance of Butcher's Meat 
with Vegetables, will be served. It is only in the case of puny Children that an 
additional Quantity of Animal Food, with Beer, will be necessary .... 

The school rules provided for morning and evening prayers and 
for regular attendance at church, prohibited visits to public houses, 
cottages, or other places in the neighbourhood 'where pupils might be 
drawn into expense or form improper connections' and forbade 
gambling, sporting with gunpowder, firearms or other weapons and 
the drinking of wines, spirits, etc., 'without the Knowledge of the 
Conductor of the School'. The terms were eighteen guineas per 
annum, but French, Drawing, Military Exercises and Fencing were 
extra. The prospectus has been reproduced in full by Finch Smith 
and there is an original copy in the Birmingham Reference Library. 
If the school can be judged by the success of the master's own sons, 
it was a good school; one son became a bookseller and publishoc, 
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one editor of the Stockport Advertiser, one a surgeon, and another a 
master at Halesowen Grammar School. Lomax died at the early 
age of fifty-seven, his pupils erecting his headstone in testimony to 
his 'unwearied attention to their welfare'. 

Charles Juxon also has a headstone in the churchyard, but on his is 
the text 'Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for the end 
of that man is peace'. Juxon spent most of his time marking the 
imperfect men in the parish, and his own life must have been far 
from peaceful. No doubt, he made many enemies but he did serve 
to keep parish officials on their toes, even if he was sometimes mis-
taken in his allegations. He was not born in Aldridge and his name 
first appears in 1826, when he subscribed ten shillings to the cost of 
the Town Pump (presumably this was the pump situated in Walsall 
Wood Road, near the junction with High Street). In 1827 he was 
Overseer of the Poor, whilst H. C. Allport of the Cedar Court 
Seminary, was Churchwarden. In February, 1827, they together 
called a meeting at the Anchor Inn to petition the legislation to 
continue the protection of Agriculture-Juxon was a farmer. As a 
farmer he also had to pay poor rates and in August, l 829, he wrote an 
angry letter to the Churchwardens and Overseer threatening to 
report them if they paid for the destruction of vermin out of Poor 
Rates, or paid for the altering of a well outside Coppy Hall (about 
which more anon). He also alleged that the vestry was very select. 
We do not know what sort of an answer he received, but in Septem-
ber he again wrote to the Parish officials demanding possession of a 
cottage leased to the parish or, he threatened, he would double the 
rent. A postscript added the explanation that the cottage was not 
fit to live in and he wished to rebuild it, but the letter, following the 
previous ones, suggests a desire to embarrass the officials. 

By 1832 Juxon was no longer asking for the protection of agricul-
ture, in fact quite the reverse. He was then chairman of the Aldridge 
Political Union, which was associated with the well-known Birming-
ham Union and had some Chartist sympathies. The Aldridge Union 
first met under Juxon's chairmanship on August 8th, 1832 with Mr. 
J. Fulford and Mr. Attwood (of Birmingham) present. A report of 
the meeting was published, celebrating the passing of the Reform 
Bill and calling for more reforms and for a wider franchise. Mr. 
Juxon's son moved at the first meeting: 
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that the enforced payment of Tithes and Church Rates is.an act of moral injustice 
and oppression, and the council and Union do pledge themselves to make use of 
every legal and peaceful means within their power to abolish so flagrant an act of 
moral injustice. 

That should have stirred up the Rector, who at that time was 
receiving annual tithe rents to the value of £I,098. In a poster pub-
lished on September I2th, 1832, Juxon called for Parliaments of 
three-year duration, household suffrage, revision of Common and 
Statute Law, monetary reform, reduction in taxes, an end to useless 
offices and unearned pensions, repeal of the corn laws (this from a 
farmer ! ! !), the abolition of slavery, and in very heavy type, the 
Total Abolition of Tithes. After that outburst Juxon seems to have 
shot his bolt, and there is no evidence of further meetings of the 
Aldridge Political Union. The next year Juxon began his campaign 
for educational reform. 

Political Reform was often associated with Trade Unions and 
Trade Unions were often disguised as Friendly Societies. Neverthe-
less the Aldridge Friendly Society seems to have been genuine and 
not associated withJuxon or the Political Union. It started in 1817 
to help the sick, ensure decent burials, and, one suspects, for the joys 
of an occasional social evening. The members met at the sign of the 
Anchor every fourth Saturday, winter six p.m. to nine p.m., sun:imer 
seven p.m. to ten p.m. The subscription was one shilling and two-
pence per member every club night. Two members served as 
constables bringing in the beer as required (and if they brought any 
excess they had to pay for the excess out of their own pockets). 
Funds were kept in a box with three locks, the keys being held by 
different people. Swearing or betting could be punished by a fine of 
twopence and there was a much more severe fine for fighting. 
Members had to be elected. The benefits offered included £2 to £3 
to cover a wife's funeral, and £5 to £8 for a member's funeral. 
Sick pay was seven shillings per week and there was a scheme of 
visiting to prevent malingering. Balloting was by black and white 
beans. On June 24th each year the Society held its annual feast, 
when all had to pay eighteenpence for food and sixpence for ale. 
The members met on that day at ten a.m. 'in decent clothes' and 
proceeded to church, where they listened to a sermon, for which they 
paid one guinea. The feast followed the sermon. 
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There were probably Political Unionists at Great Barr as well as 
at Aldridge, for General Dyott during 1832 entered in his diary: 

On June rst I attended a Petty Sessions at Barr on the request of Mr. Leigh who 
was unable to be present on account of indisposition. The chief business was 
occasioned by numerous informations for not having the name of owner of carts 
and waggons in the proper place on the carriage. One of the great orators of the 
Birmingham Political Union appeared as advocate for the proprietor of a beer 
shop on a charge ofhaving his house open at improper hours. Notwithstanding the 
pleading of the great reformer (Mr. Edmonds), he was convicted. 

Meanwhile, the lord of Great Barr, Sir Edward Dolman Scott, 
was also indulging in politics, the following being another extract 
from the General's diary and is dated 1830: 

On the 24th I went to Barr to dine and sleep for the purpose of attending Sir 
Edward Scott's publick entry to Lichfield to a dinner given by the True Blue Club. 
A grand procession took place accordingly the next day. We left Barr about ten 
o'clock to arrive at the canal bridge near Lichfield before twelve. Sir Edward, 
Mr. The. Levett, Mr. Burnes Floyer and myself in an open carriage belonging to 
the former. The horses were immediately taken off, .and twentyfour free-men in 
blue jackets and blue ropes were attached to the carriage, and drew us into town 
and through the principal streets to the Swan Inn, accompanied by the largest 
collection of persons I ever saw assembled at Lichfield. Triumphal arches were 
formed in various parts with applicable mottoes and also abundance of blue flags of 
all descriptions. Nearly five hundred dined ; a most abundant supply was 
provided ; Sir Edward Scott, Sir Roger Gresley, Sir George Chetwynd, and Mr. 
Levett (Recorder) each sent a buck. A fine jollification of punch and ale with 
shouting and singing to make the welkin roar. 

The General often visited Sir Edward Scott (son of Sir Joseph 
Scott) and on one occasion described him as 'a good humoured 
country gentleman but possessing none of the wit and humour of his 
father'. When he wrote that, the General was in a good humour 
himself, having just taken part in a day's shooting at Barr which 
yielded a bag of fifty-eight pheasants, fourteen hares, six rabbits, 
one woodcock and one partridge. 
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CHAPTER XII 

TRANSPORT AND INDUSTRY 

IN TUDOR TIMES the central government had placed the 
responsibility for maintaining the roads on the parish. Each year the 
parish appointed one or more 'Surveyors' to superintend the work 
on the roads, the poorer people working unpaid for six days each 
year as directed by the 'Surveyor', whilst the richer people had to 
supply a man, horse and cart, for six days. The Surveyor, since he 
usually held office for one year only, knew little of road building or 
maintenance, whilst the unpaid workers, probably did as little as 
they could without getting into trouble. It was possible to pay 
(compound) instead of working unpaid, and a number of villagers 
did this, but in any case, supplementary paid labour had to be hired, 
and materials bought. To meet the cost of this, special rates were 
levied as needed and detailed accounts were kept: 

'Ale, Bread & Cheese' figures largely in these accounts, being 
apparently supplied to all labourers. During June, 1773, the month 
that year in which most of the work was done on the roads, Great 
Barr spent forty-three shillings and threepence on these items; the 
paid labourers at that time receiving only eighteenpence per day. 
The method of repair appears to have been to break up the road, 
sometimes with a plough, level it and add gravel and stones. The 
gravel was obtained from the common, or after the enclosures, from 
the gravel pits which the Enclosure Commissioners had provided. 
The Aldridge gravel pit was in front of Coppy Hall, where there is 
now a pool, whilst one of the Great Barr pits is now represented by 
the triangle where Longwood Road meets Barr Common Road, 
the pit having recently been filled in and grassed over. Stones were 
bought by the cartload from local farmers who presumably had 
them picked from their fields. Marshy land was a problem, but one 
solution attempted was to float the over small bogs on bundles 
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of ling (kids). The following entries taken from the Great Barr 
accounts are typical: 

1776 Pd for 15 Hundred ling kids at 3/- per hundred ..................... £2 6s. 6d. 
Pd for 57 loads of stones aqd. per load ....................................... 19s. od. 
Pd for mending ye tools ................... : ..................................... 3s. 3d. 
Pd 6 labourers ..................................................................... 9s. od. 
Pd for suffbricks (i.e. for drainage) ............................................. 3s. od. 
Pd for throwing up ye Jourdans lane .................................... £3 6s. od. 

The history of the gravel pit outside Coppy Hall, although a 
trivial matter in itself, serves to show how parish affairs were 
sometimes conducted, despite the watch-dog activities of Charles 
Juxon. The pit was provided for the parish during the enclosures 
between 1795 and 1799, at which time Coppy Hall was being used as 
a school, first by Rev. James Lomax and later by the Rev. William 
Cowley. Coppy Hall later passed to the Rev. Davids. This gentle-
man had been curate of Great Barr but had married the rich widow of 
Mr. Hawkesford, who had lived at 'The Chestnuts', a large house 
which stood at the foot of High Street, where the Elms public house 
now stands. The Rev. Davids was a trustee of the 'Free Grammar 
School'. He left Aldridge but wished to buy the gravel pit, presum-
ably to increase the value of Coppy Hall. On August 25th, 1839 he 
wrote to Mr. Jackson, then Schoolmaster, who was serving that 
year as Surveyor. The Rev. Davids pointed out that a small piece of 
land near the Great Barr Gravel Pit was up for sale, ifhe bought the 
land would the parish accept it in exchange for the pit at Coppy Hall, 
and if so would Mr. Jackson attend the auction and buy the land on 
his behalf. Jackson did buy it for £59, but the exchange was held up 
because Mr. Lea, a rich and powerful parishioner, who had business 
interests in Birmingham, objected. He contended that his tenants had 
a right to water their cattle at the Coppy Hall and produced a 
legal opinion supporting this. Jackson meanwhile applied to the 
. Quarter Sessions, who consented that as the parish might more 
conveniently obtain gravel from the land of Mr. Jackson, than 
elsewhere, the parish might buy gravel from him. This cut out the 
need for the Coppy Hall pit and gravel began to be drawn from the 
land purchased for the Rev. Davids, Jackson making a charge for the 
gravel. This pit can still be seen on Barr Common Road, partly 
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filled in, and opposite the junction with Longwood Road. The 
Quarter Sessions next refused to allow the parish to sell the Coppy 
Hall pit to Davids and build a well for Mr. Lea's tenants, but the 
Quarter Sessions stated they would agree, if Rev. Davids built the 
well. Jackson consequently arranged with Rev. Davids to reduce 
the valuation of the gravel pit at Coppy Hall from £So to £ 70 and 
to use the £ ro thus cheated from the parish to build the well. This 
was done, but in February, 1840 the Rev. Davids was writing to 
Jackson to ensure that the transaction was completed before the end 
of Jackson's turn of office as Surveyor. If the enclosure award be 
examined it will be seen that the award has at some date been altered 
to provide for the provision of the well and for the maintenance of it 
out of parish funds. One wonders when the alteration was made and 
why. 

The most important road at Aldridge was the Chester Road, 
which was one of the roads that linked London with Chester, at that 
time the port of embarkation for Ireland, Holyhead being almost 
inaccessible. This road would be little used by the parishioners, who 
probably considered the roads in the centre of the village to be 
more important. Hence it is not surprising that the road was often 
in a bad state of repair. Prior to the enclosures it ran across Barr 
Common and Aldridge Common without fence or hedge on either 
side. 

John Wesley, travelling from Birmingham, wrote in his Journal 
on February 2oth, r 7 46: 

We set out before it was light. Before we came to Aldridge Heath, the rain 
changed into snow which the northerly winds drove full in our faces, and crusted 
us over from head to foot in less than an hour's time. We inquired of one who 
lived at the entrance of the moors, which was the best way to Stafford. " Sir " 
said he ' 'Tis a thousand pounds to a penny that you do not come there today. 
Why 'tis four long miles to the far side of the common and on a clear day I am not 
sure to go right across it, and now all the roads are covered with snow and it snows 
so that you cannot see before you." However we went on, and I believe did not 
get ten yards out of the way till we came to Stafford. 

The route Wesley followed is not certain. He may have travelled 
along the Chester Road or he may have passed over Barr Common, 
into Aldridge and then over Druid Heath and Aldridge Common. 
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During the eighteenth century the Chester Road was carrying 
much important traffic despite the more popular alternative route 
from London, which branched off at Castle Bromwich and reached 
Chester by way of Lichfield and Stone. In addition to the Chester 
coaches, there were coaches to Shrewsbury and beyond. The roads 
were bad and the coaches slow. In 1739 the Chester coach took six 
days to reach London. Drawn by six and sometimes eight horses, 
it travelled from dawn to dusk, the passengers sleeping at inns at 
Whitchurch, Stonnall, Coventry, Northampton and Dunstable. 
One can sympathise with the passengers cooped up in a small uncom-
fortable coach together for six days of discomfort. 

Swift wrote of the journey to Chester: 

Rous' d from sound sleep-thrice called-at length I rise 
Yawning, stretch out my arm, half closed my eyes ; 
By steps and lanthom enter the machine, 
And take my place-how cordially-between 
Two aged matrons of excessive bulk, 
To mend the matter, too, of meaner folk ; 
While in like mood, jamm' d in on t' other side, 
A bullying captain and a fair one ride, 
Foolish as fair, and in her lap a boy-
Our plague eternal, but her only joy. 
At last, the glorious number to complete, 
Steps in my landlord for that bodkin seat ; 
When soon by every hillock, rut and stone, 
Into each other's face by tum we're thrown. 
This grandam scolds, that coughs, the captain swears, 
The fair one screams and has a thousand fears ; 
While our plump landlord, train' d in other lore; 
Slumbers at ease, nor yet asham' d to snore ; 
And Master Dicky, in his mother's lap, 
Squalling, at once brings up three meals of pap. 
Sweet company ! Next time I do protest Sir, 
I'd walk to Dublin, ere I'd ride to Chester. 
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In addition to the discomfort, there was the danger of highway 
robbery. In 1703 the Shrewsbury coach was robbed by a gang at 
Brownhills and later six men and three women were charged with 
the offence, but not before they had committed other robberies with 
violence on the road. In 1751 the 'Shrewsbury Caravan' was held up 
in the same district and robbed by a highwayman who stated that he 
was a distressed tradesman and courteously passed round his hat, 
taking up a forced collection, but refusing to accept coppers. 

The coaches that stayed in Stonnall put up at the Welsh Harp, 
which stood in Stonnall beside the Swan, which was opened in 
opposition. It should not be confused with the Irish Harp. Sanders, 
in his History of Shenstone, has told the story of the rise and fall of 
this inn. 

In addition to the stage coaches were the goods wagons. The 
W akemans were Aldridge farmers and were also carriers running 
three wagons weekly to both London and Chester. These wagons 
often carried passengers who could not afford the fare needed to 
travel on the ordinary coach. The wagons travelling between the 
two towns made Aldridge one of the places where they stayed the 
night, the London wagon leaving the Chester Road and travelling 
to Aldridge over Barr Common, though fresh horses were often 
needed to help it over the spur of Barr Beacon. The W akemans 
had stabling in High Street and one can imagine that the travellers 
were welcomed for any news they carried. It was said that when the 
wagon from Chester arrived on the same night as the wagon from 
London, Aldridge was crowded. 

From about 1750, traffic along the Aldridge portion of the Chester 
Road steadily declined, as coaches turned to new routes following 
better roads and passing through more centres of population where 
passengers could be picked up or set down. The route through 
Birmingham and Walsall became increasingly popular. By 1780 
coaches were running to Holyhead as well as to Chester; by 1802 
it is said that only the Liverpool Mail passed through Stonnall and 
Aldridge. 

The diversion of the stage coaches was mainly due to the improve-
ment of the Walsall roads by turn piking. The first Walsall Act had 
been obtained in 1748, but it was following the Act of 1766 that the 
big change was made. The road between Walsall and Wyrley was 
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improved, and Ablewell Street constructed so that the coaches need 
not pass along steep and narrow Birmingham Street and High 
Street. Walsall then became a coaching centre; the coaches travelling 
between Walsall and Birmingham by way of Great Barr. These 
coaches included the 'Royal Mails' to London, Bristol, Manchester, 
Wolverhampton and Leeds; the 'Aurora' (Liverpool and London); 
the 'Despatch' (Chester and London); the 'Magnet' (Liverpool and 
London); the 'Tally Ho' (to Birmingham), and a post coach to 
Nottingham. Speeds increased and the coaches were very different 
from the slow coaches that had crawled across Aldridge Heath. 
Telford's work on the Holyhead Road caused a further diversion, the 
coaches then travelling between Birmingham and Wolverhampton 
via Wednesbury. Then coaches were able to reach Holyhead from 
London in just over a full day's travelling. 

Some attempt was made to improve the Chester Road and the 
branch from it to Birmingham by way of Saltley. In 1759 an Act 
was passed for the turnpiking of the whole route from Chester to 
Castle Bromwich. This long stretch was divided into four sections, 
the fourth section being from the Welsh Harp to Castle Bromwich. 
This section was to be controlled by trustees, one hundred and sixty-
eight in number, plus the mayor and corporation of Coventry. 
The trustees named included ]. B. Hawkesford of Aldridge and 
Thomas Hoo of Great Barr. Despite the large number of trustees, 
the 1759 Act fixed the quorum at only seven; in 1777 this was 
reduced to five, and in 1801 to only three. So much for the interest 
that they took. The tolls collected at the tollgate erected by the 
Welsh Harp, included threepence for a horse and cart, one penny 
for a packhorse or mule, tenpence for a score of cattle, and fivepence 
for a score of pigs or sheep. The parishioners were expected to do 
part of their statutory six days unpaid labour on the Chester Road 
but Aldridge soon compounded for £30 per annum and Great Barr 
for £12 per annum. A glance at a map will show that traffic from 
the north (especially drovers with livestock for the growing Birming-
ham market, who would prefer to pass over commons where their 
animals could freely feed) could easily by-pass the Turnpike Gate at 
the Welsh Harp, by leaving the Chester Road and travelling through 
Pelsall, Rushall and Barr Common; or through Walsall Wood, 
Aldridge and Barr Common. The traffic could then either rejoin 
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the Chester Road near the Parson & Clerk Inn, or else travel on to 
Birmingham by way of Perry Barr. No wonder the fourth section 
was An Act of 1777 was principally concerned with 
preventing traffic from the south by-passing the Saltley Gate, but it 
also refers to a common local practice of avoiding payment of tolls. 
A vehicle normally only paid tolls once per day, no matter how 
frequently it passed through the turnpike. The Act states: 
. . . whereas it is become the practice for persons to draw or carry Iron, Ironstone, 
Lead, Coals, Wood, Goods, and things on Carriages to near the Turnpike Gate or 
Bars, and there to unload or lay down the same in large quantities, and upon a 
future day to draw or carry the same away through the Turnpike Gate or Bar 
without being subject to paying the Toll more than once for passing several times 
through the Gate or Bar. 

Hence the Act forbade goods to be laid down within five hundred 
yards of a tollgate or within thirty yards of the centre of the road: 
penalty for first offence twenty shillings, second offence forty shil-
lings. 

As the fourth section still continued unprofitable tolls were 
raised by another Act (1787). Coaches with three or more horses 
then were charged eighteenpence, whilst those with two horses 
escaped for ninepence. Further Acts followed in 1801 and 1823, but 
the section never paid its way; by-passing was too easy and the new 
roads through Walsall or Wednesbury too attractive. During 
twenty-eight weeks of 1824 the gate at Stonnall yielded only 
£48 13s. in tolls. 

The road passing from Lichfield to Walsall through Rushall was 
also turnpiked, with a gate near the end of Cartbridge Lane and a 
bar at Station Street, then known as Coal Pool Lane. 

Despite the improvement in the roads, the carriage of goods was 
still expensive, as can be seen from the details given earlier of the 
cost of carriage of church bells between Great Barr and Leicester. 
Throughout the eighteenth century there had been many proposals 
put forward for the building of a canal in this district, but not until 
the end of the century was one actually built. In 1792 an Act was 
obtained for building the Wyrley and Essington Canal. This joined 
the Birmingham and Wolverhampton Canal at Wolverhampton, 
and the Coventry Canal (and so gave access to the Trent and Mersey 
Canal) at Huddlesford, north of Lichfield. It was built mainly to 
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secure the coal traffic from pits in the Pelsall and Wyrley area. A 
branch was added from Catshill through Walsall Wood to the lime-
stone quarries at Rushall and Hays Head. A feature of the canal was 
that boats could follow a circuitous route of some twenty miles from 
Hays Head to Wolverhampton by way of Rushall, Catshill, Pelsall 
and Wednesfield, without encountering a single lock until the flight 
at Wolverhampton was reached. Not until I840 was the canal 
extended from Longwood to give easy access to Birmingham. 
Near the Longwood locks can still be seen the disused portion of the 
canal running off towards Hays Head. 

This canal brought a new lease of life to the lime industry, giving 
easy access to most parts of the Midlands. It also helped the develop-
ment of the brickworks and later the coalmines in the Stubbers 
Green and Leighswood areas. 

The first railways were built here some fifty years after the canal. 
In 1837 the Grand Junction Railway (later L. & N.W.R.) was opened 
linking Wolverhampton with Birmingham via Bescot and with a 
station at Hamstead, named Great Barr. In I846 two schemes for 
new railways were amalgamated. One scheme was for a railway 
from Dudley to Walsall, and the other for a line from Bescot to 
Walsall and on to join the Birmingham and Derby Railway (later 
Midland Railway) at Wichnor, with stations at Rushall, Pelsall, 
and Lichfield. The joint schemes were given the title 'South Stafford-
shire Railway'. 

The Walsall-Bescot portion of the railway was opened in 1847, 
the L.N.W.R. running trains for the new company from Walsall 
to Bescot and then on over their own lines to Birmingham. The 
Walsall-Wichnor portion opened in I 849 with the stations at Rushall 
and Pelsall, as planned; the company then also began to use its own 
rolling stock and locomotives. In I850, the company foolishly came 
to an agreement with its manager, for him to maintain the rolling 
stock and run the trains, without realising that they were giving him 
power to run trains as and when he pleased-in fact, giving him 
complete control over the whole concern. They found it a very 
costly business extricating themselves from that agreement. The 
L.N.W.R. then ran the trains for the South Staffordshire Company; 
a far from satisfactory arrangement, as was shown at the inquiry 
into an accident which happened on December 23rd, 1854. 
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A goods train with two engines travelling towards Walsall was 
delayed shunting at Pelsall Colliery. Neither of the two drivers had 
previously driven over the line and the firemen also were unacquain-
ted with it. The drivers, who had previously had an argument as to 
which engine should head the train, were not pleased at being 
delayed. Whilst shunting, a second train approached, and to the 
drivers' further annoyance, passed on to Pelsall in front of them. 
Eventually the first train left the colliery and set off in pursuit, only 
to be stopped at Pelsall Station and told to draw into a siding to 
allow a passenger train to pass. The drivers refused and blocked 
both lines with their train, but when they stated that they were 
almost out of water, they were allowed to proceed in front of the 
passenger train. The drivers set off again at a furious speed, a signal-
man remarking, 'Them gentlemen means going it'. The train had 
to pass two level crossings-Hombridge and Ryecroft; at neither 
was there a fixed signal. The first crossing was controlled by a 
married woman and the second by a girl of thirteen, both however 
exhibited the correct signals by means of flags, but the train tore on 
to collide with the second train which was halted outside Walsall 
station. One fireman was killed. The average speed of the first train 
from the time of leaving the colliery until the time of the collision, 
despite the delay at Pelsall station was thirty m.p.h., according to the 
Inspecting Officer who investigated and reported on the accident. 
The L.N.W.R. stated that part of the trouble was the excessive hours 
worked by their men and engines when operating trains for the 
South Staffordshire Railway, the men being then beyond the 
control of the L.N.W.R. On December r8th previous to the 
accident one engine and crew had been continuously on duty for 
twenty-three hours, whilst the same engine had also been on duty on 
December 19th, 2oth, 21st and 22nd for fourteen, nineteen, fifteen 
and nineteen hours respectively. On one occasion since the crash an 
engine and crew had been continuously on duty for a spell of twenty-
six hours ten minutes. 

Eventually, the L.N.W.R. took over the whole railway and in 
1861 claimed running powers, which the Midland Company denied, 
from Wichnor into Burton. The L.N.W.R. then advised the 
Midland that they were going to send a train along the Rushall-
Pelsall branch through Wichnor to Burton. This was duly sent with 
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the L.N.W.R. District Superintendent on board, only to find at 
Wichnor, the Midland Superintendent, a large body of platelayers 
and two or three engines in steam, one of which blocked the path, 
being chained to the crossing. Inquiry showed that the Midland had 
heard that the L.N.W.R. train was carrying three hundred men to 
help force the first entry into Burton and to establish the right for 
L.N.W.R. trains to run there. Both superintendents telegraphed for 
instructions and eventually the Midland gave way, the L.N.W.R. 
engine being allowed to enter Burton 'blowing triumphant cock 
crows on its whistle'. 

The branch line of the Midland Railway, built through Aldridge 
to link Castle Bromwich with Walsall and with a connection to 
Wolverhampton via North Walsall, was opened for goods traffic 
on May l9th, 1879. On July lst of the same year the first passenger 
services were run from Birmingham New Street to Streetly for the 
race meeting held there in the Park. The journey took thirty-five 
minutes and the third-class single fare was eightpence-halfpenny. 
It has been said that the Midland Company did not know what name 
to give the station at Streetly, there being no village there then; 
and that the station was nearly called Jervistown in honour of the 
Hon. Parker Jervis who resided at Little Aston Hall, who disliked 
the idea of the station bearing that name. However this may be, 
when the first train ran, the station was named 'Streetly'. 

The branch line from Aldridge to Walsall Wood and the various 
collieries was opened on July ist, 1884. The line was intended for 
mineral traffic but some trains were run (never more than three per 
day) for passengers between Aldridge, Walsall Wood and Brown-
hills (Midland). Mostly, the passengers were miners travelling to 
and from work. The passenger train service was withdrawn on 
March 29th, 1930, and part of the double track has since been 
removed so that the branch is in effect a single line used only for 
traffic from the collieries and brickyards, and for wagon storage. 

The coming of the canals and railways and the use of steam in 
industry enabled the district to take advantage of the natural resources 
here. Before the cutting of the canal, this had only been attempted 
in a small way. The limestone quarries which had existed since the 
Middle Ages were almost derelict, and the mines and brickyard were 
small. The plan drawn for the proposed extension of the Wyrley 
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and Essington Canal to Hays Head (1793) shows a small brick-kiln 
near the present works of the Aldridge Brick, Tile & Coal Company, 
'old Coal Pits' to the west ofDumblederry Lane, four lime works at 
Daw End, Linley and Hays Head, and a colliery at Pelsall. Limestone 
quarries by Moss Close, then part of Rushall, came back into use 
after lying idle for many years, a steam engine being used to keep the 
workings clear of water. Part of the limestone at Rushall was 
quarried and part was mined, using steampower for haulage and 
pumping. Some shafts were between two and three hundred feet 
deep, being driven to reach a seam of limestone eleven yards thick. 
There were, of course, smaller seams. In one case the workings were 
approached by an inclined tunnel and there donkey haulage is 
reputed to have been used. At Hays Head all the limestone was 
quarried, and was reputed to be of very high quality, very suitable 
for the making of cement. In I 8 l 3 lime was selling at four shillings 
and threepence per quarter and demand was reputed to be much in 
excess of supply. In 1856 Glew wrote his History of the Borough and 
Foreign of Walsall and described the works at Linley, referring to 
'caverns of immense extent which lead to a large subterranean lake 
. . . they are visited in the summers seasons by numerous pleasure 
parties, when they are sometimes brilliantly illuminated, producing 
a fairy scene of extraordinary splendour'. 

By l 8 5 l brickmaking had expanded so that the blue brick works 
of Brawn & Arrowsmith, off the Walsall Wood Road (now Jobems 
Ltd.) employed two hundred hands and two steam engines. The 
collieries continued to develop at Pelsall, where there was also an 
iron works and a firm of 'Millwrights, Engineers and Boilermakers'. 
Nevertheless, a number of nailers still persisted, particularly at Pelsall, 
working at their ancient but depressed, typically Black Country, 
craft. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

THE LAST HUNDRED YEARS 

THE LAST CENTURY has seen tremendous changes, far greater 
even than those caused by the enclosures. These changes have 
necessarily been accompanied and partly made possible by big 
changes in local administration. The enclosures killed the Manor 
Court, which had already lost much authority to the secular Parish 
with its vestry of ratepayers. After 1834 the secular parish also 
declined, for in that year the Poor Law Act was passed which, for 
Poor Law purposes joined the parishes into Unions controlled by 
Guardians elected by a plural voting system based on property 
qualifications. Aldridge, Great Barr, Rushall and Pelsall, together 
with Bentley, Darlaston and the Borough and Foreign of Walsall 
were placed in the Walsall Union which had a central workhouse at 
Pleck Road, Walsall. The Walsall Rural Sanitary District, which 
included all the present Urban District, was set up in 1881, the 
Staffordshire County Council was formed in 1888, and the Walsall 
Rural District Council in 1894. This latter controlled Bentley, 
Aldridge, Great Barr, Rushall and Pelsall, each of which had their 
own separate Parish Councils. 

The outstanding figure on the Rural District Council was the 
chairman, bluff Joseph Clare, who for long lived on Longwood 
Road. He was engaged in the manufacture of leather goods at 
Walsall and had lost his right arm in an accident with a machine 
used to split hides. It is said that within a month he was back at work, 
and despite having only a left arm, had mastered the machine. Later 
he became a very active Justice of the Peace, who despite his forth-
right manner, showed a personal concern to help some of the 
unfortunates brought before him. The Rural District Council had 
need of a strong chairman such as he, for there was some feeling 
between the parishes. Most of the Council's time was spent on such 
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matters as sewers, drainage and street lighting and some progress 
was made. 

Earlier the water supply had caused the Rural Sanitary Authority 
some concern. In 1884 the Medical Officer reported that: 

The South Staffordshire Waterworks Company during the last few months 
have brought their mains to Aldridge. Several houses in the village have been and 
others are being connected. They have also extended the mains on the Beacon side 
of Great Barr and three cottages there have had water laid on. The water supply at 
Ten House Row has been improved, the pump having been taken up and the well 
cleansed. The same has been done in Pig Lane in connection with a pump and well 
supplying fifteen houses. At Pelsall eighty seven houses have been furnished with 
the Company's water. 

Nine years later the Medical Officer again reported: 

Respecting the water supply at Great Barr referred to in my last report, it will be 
remembered that a canvas of property owners was ordered with a view to obtain 
their consent to take the Company's water in the event of the mains being extended 
to that place. Particulars were obtained and it was found that the whole of the 
property on the route belonged to one proprietor whose agent I regret to say 
declined to recommend it. Consequently nothing further has been done in the 

· matter. 

Walsall has several times cast envious eyes on the area, and in 
1920 the Borough made an attempt to swallow the Rural District 
wholesale. One of the main contentions was lack of facilit' es in the 
Rural District. Earlier, in 1876 and 1890, Walsall boundaries had 
been pushed forward into Rushall, taking in the Butts, R yecroft 
and Calderfields. This time the bid failed, although some Rushall 
councillors wished all Rushall to become part of Walsall. Besides 
pointing to lack of facilities Walsall claimed that some of what 
facilities there were, were already provided by Walsall, especially 
Transport and Gas. At one time Aldridge had had its own Gas 
Works but some years previously these works which were at Leighs-
wood, had been purchased and absorbed by the Walsall Corporation. 

In 1934 the Aldridge Urban District was set up composed of the 
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same parishes as the Rural District save for Bentley, which was then 
excluded. The development of Aldridge followed rapidly. In 1933 
there had only been half-a-dozen houses in Anchor Lane; but by 
1940 Anchor Road was the centre of the village, with the new 
Council House, Police Station, Police Court, Cinema, Methodist 
Church and a number of shops. 

Aldridge is fortunate in having a lofty, extensive park-Barr 
Beacon-which can be freely used. It has been claimed that fifteen 
counties are visible from the summit. As stated earlier, the hill may 
well have been used as a beacon in Tudor times, certainly it was 
equipped as a beacon during the Napoleonic period. Since then, 
on festive occasions, such as Queen Victoria's Jubilee, huge bonfires 
have been made there. In 1918 Colonel Wilkinson gave the summit 
as a memorial to those Warwickshire and Staffordshire men who fell 
in the First World War. It is controlled by a joint committee 
representing the surrounding local authorities, with Aldridge U.D.C. 
acting as the executive authority. 

The Lord of the Manor has long ceased to wield much influence in 
Aldridge, despite the building some time prior to 1851 of the large 
manor house at the end of High Street by Edward Tongue, the 
successor to the Croxalls. At Great Barr, Sir Francis Edward Scott 
succeeded the 'True Blue' Sir Edward, but unfortunately Sir Francis 
died in 1863 at the early age of thirty-nine. He had spent much time 
abroad, especially in Italy, for he was keenly interested in art and was 
one of the pillars of the Birmingham Midland Institute. He did much 
by personal service and gifts to forward art and culture generally in 
that city. His widow, Lady Scott, continued to reside at Great Barr 
Hall, but had little influence on the neighbourhood though she · 
obtained some notoriety when, in 1890, six children were prosecuted 
for damaging the undergrowth at Great Barr Hall to the value of 
sixpence, whilst gathering bluebells. In 191 l the Hall and grounds 
were taken over by the Walsall and West Bromwich Guardians as a 
home for the progressive treatment of the mentally defective. The 
era of the Scotts was over. Great Barr Hall, on which Sir Joseph 
lavished so much money, is now St. Margaret's Hospital, adminis-
tered by the Regional Hospital Board. 

During the century the once flourishing limestone mines and 
quarries have again declined and all are now closed. In 1902 two 
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companies were still mining stone, the Daw End Works, employing 
seventeen men underground and fourteen on the surface, whilst 
J. Brawn's Phoenix Works had ten underground and six on the 
surface. Later, Lavender Limited opened another works, but that 
was short-lived and was closed in April, 191I. The East Anglian 
Cement Company was by then operating the Linley Works. During 
the first World War only the Phoenix Works remained open, and 
they were closed in July, 1918. The Linley Works, however, 
re-opened again soon afterwards, but production was on a small 
scale. In 1938, only eight men were employed there. Production 
was again stopped during the Second World War, when the R.A.F. 
used the caverns for bomb storage. A recent attempt to re-open the 
works has finally been abandoned because of alterations made by the 
R.A.F. and flooding. . 

Brickmaking has continued to expand. The firms are all con-
centrated in a small area between Leighswood and Walsall Wood. 
The coalmines were also in the same district, which was described 
in the report 'Birmingham and its Regional Setting', prepared for 
the 1950 meeting of the British Association in Birmingham, as 
'more extensively disfigured, perh:i.ps, than any area of comparable 
size in the Black Country'. It is a mixture of swags (pools caused by 
subsidence), derelict pit mounds, clay quarries and brickworks and 
would be completely unrecognisable to anyone who only knew the 
district as it was a hundred years ago. 

It is uncertain when the coalmines were first opened, but by 1881 
the Leighswood Colliery had not only opened but had also failed, 
throwing many out of work, and according to Finch Smith, was the 
cause of some thirty cottages at Leighswood being vacant. There 
had been trouble at the colliery for some time. The previous year 
some employees had been summoned for failing to work, but the 
case against them was dismissed. The men apparently had withheld 
their labour when they feared they would be working for a con-
tractor and not directly for the Colliery Company; a previous 
contractor had failed to pay wages in foll. 

There were a number of fatal accidents at the collieries, but usually 
the number of victims was small, as in l 8 59 at Pelsall Wood Colliery 
when the winding machinery was working out of gear; or in 1876, 
when a hanging scaffold used in a shaft at the Leighswood Colliery 
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fell three hundred yards with two men on it. In 1871, at Highbridge 
Colliery, Pelsall, a shallow seam below saturated sand and gravel was 
being worked when the roof collapsed and sand and water rushed in 
causing three deaths. 

The accident at Pelsall Hall Colliery in 1872 was a major one. 
On Thursday morning, November l4th, the night shift came oft 
duty and all seemed well as the day shift took over. At breakfast 
time some of the day shift came out of the pit, and as they sat on the 
bank they were alarmed by the urgent cry 'Pull up' from the bottom 
of the shaft. The 'bonnet' was immediately pulled up with three men 
clinging to it. A skip was then quickly lowered to the men and boys 
who could be heard as they swam at the bottom of the shaft in rapidly 
rising water. Eight were rescued on the skip, which was again 
lowered, but this time fruitlessly. Apart from the noise of rushing 
water, all was silent at the pit bottom. Twenty-two men were 
known to be still underground and the rapidly spreading news 
brought crowds of anxious relatives and friends to the pit bank. 
Everything possible was done to pump out the water, but the pit 
could not be cleared for several days, and when at last it was possible 
to descend to the workings, rescue operations were hampered by 
choke damp. It seems that the miners had struck some old flooded 
workings whose existence had not been suspected, and hence the 
rush of water flooding the pit. All twenty-two of the trapped men 
died. Visitors to the scene of the disaster included Sister Dora (when 
there was still hope that some of the victims might be brought up 
alive) and Bishop Selwyn of Lichfield. The latter is justly famous for 
his exploits as the first Bishop of New Zealand, and his ready 
sympathy on this occasion seems to have endeared him to the mining 
community. 

Despite the accidents, mining soon became the major industry. 
In 1889, the Aldridge Colliery Company were working their No. l 
and No. 2 Pits, whilst Edward Barnett of Coppy Hall ran the Coppy 
Hall Colliery at Stubbers Green. These are all described in the 
official list of mines as working both ironstone and coal-a common 
practice in South Staffordshire. At Pelsall were Fishley Colliery 
(No. r), Pelsall Colliery, Pelsall Hall Colliery and Hope Colliery. 
Two years later Pelsall Wood Colliery appeared on the list of mines. 
The size of the industry can be seen from the following figures: 
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Based on the Ordnance Survey 1882-5. 



1902 

1933 
1936 

THE LAST 

Colliery 

Aldridge No. l 
No. 2 

Coppy Hall 
Pelsall 
Aldridge No. l 

No. 2 
Coppy Hall 
Pelsall Grove 
Aldridge No. l 
Aldridge No. l 

HUNDRED YEARS 121 

Underground Surface 
workers workers 
462 183 
489 122 
240 74 
184 90 
542 175 
620 143 
258 83 

12 4 
777 238 
453 163 

The Coppy Hall Colliery was abandoned during August, 1909; 
Aldridge No. 2 followed on the last day of December, 1930, and 
finally Aldridge No. l was also closed in October, 1936. The 
importance of the industry can be seen when it is remembered that 
the Aldridge and Pelsall Collieries employed a total of l,837 men in 
1906, and yet the total population, men, women and children, 
resident in the parishes of Aldridge and Pelsall in l9II was only 
6,303. Up to the early l93o's the streets of Aldridge were crowded 
at different times during the day as miners tramped to work carrying 
their wicker 'snap' boxes, or else returned, tired and grimy, for it was 
before the era of pithead baths. The choice of employment before 
Aldridge boys was small. It was the pits for the majority and 
agriculture for a few, or perhaps brickmaking. Travel out of 
Aldridge to work was difficult, there was no 'bus service to Walsall 
before 1920. 

Apart from the closing down of the local pits, mining was 
depressed between the wars, with often many men working short 
weeks. The unrest culminated in the General Strike of 1926, when 
all public transport as well mining ceased and those who wished 
to travel to Walsall went on foot or by cycle. Miner's children went 
to school armed with dinner plates and at mid-day scurried off to the 
Red Lion for a free meal. 

It would have been understandable if with the depression of mining 
and the closing of the local pits, the size of the population had 
steadily shrunk. Instead, the figures show a remarkable increase. 
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Census figures are complicated by the change from the Rural District 
to the Urban District with its slightly different boundary and wards, 
but the population of the area represented by the present Urban 
District appears to have been as follows: 

1921 ll,978 
1931 14,446 
1939 20,420 
1951 29,171 
June, 1956 35,930 

An analysis of the 1951 figures shows that at that date most of the 
increase was caused by the arrival of families with parents in the 
thirty to forty-five age range and with children under the age of ten. 
It is planned that the population shall continue to expand until it 
reaches 55,000. 

The expansion of population is not due to the arrival here of new 
industries. As late as 1956 few of the new factories were in full 
production. The expansion is due rather to the proximity of the 
heavily overcrowded conurbation of Birmingham and the Black 
Country, together with vastly improved transport facilities made 
possible by the internal combustion engine and the resulting 'bus 
services which, with private cars, make it only too easy to live in 
Aldridge and work in industrial Birmingham or Walsall. Since the 
collapse of mining there has been a real danger that Aldridge would 
become a mere dormitory. Between that collapse and the Second 
World War almost the only industries in Aldridge were brick-
making, engineering (carried on by several small firms) and plastic 
moulding. The latter industry was carried on at 'Streetly Works', 
which was a munition factory during the First World War, later 
used for the manufacture of detonators for use on railways (fog 
signals) and finally devoted to the making of small plastic articles. 
Most Aldridge people had to travel outside Aldridge for their daily 
work. 

Prior to 1920, travel to Walsall or Birmingham meant travel by 
train, cycle or, as was often the case, on foot. For a brief period about 
the turn of the century, there had been a horse 'bus service to 
Walsall on market days. Rushall residents were fortunate, being 
able to use the tramcar service which ran from Walsall to Walsall 
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Wood. This service, which was commenced in 1904, led to the 
closing of the railway station at Rushall. The tramcars were with-
drawn in 1928. On July 27th, 1920, the Walsall Corporation began 
the first motor 'bus service to Aldridge (route No. 6). Since then 
the 'bus services have developed, making the dormitory danger 
possible. 

Whether that danger is successfully weathered or not still remains 
to be seen. The U.D.C., alert to the danger, have set aside a big 
stretch of poor farming land reaching from the Red House Estate 
to Daw End for industrial development. New factories are shooting 
up there. Some works, such as that of the B.R.D., which employs 
about one thousand workers, represent new industries, the B.R.D. 
being engaged in the making of turbine blades for gas turbines. 
Others, such as McKechnie Brothers, makers of brass extrusions, 
whose works will eventually employ over a thousand workers, 
represent firms moving to Aldridge from congested areas, especially 
Birmingham. The largest factory so far planned (January, 1957) is 
that of Birlec Limited, which will occupy some thirty-four acres. 
The building of this has not yet commenced. 

There has been little provision for social activities and recreation 
until recently. When the annual bull-baiting at Rushall ended about 
1830 for long there remained but cock-fighting (soon made illegal) 
and the wakes. The latter degenerated into visits by gaudy fairs 
presented by travelling showmen. Even the arrival of these was 
looked forward to, and as September l4th approached Aldridge 
children looked anxiously for the coming of 'the big engine' with 
its string of vans. Early in this century the local schools celebrated 
with a halfday holiday when 'Gaffer Stephens' and his staff patronised 
the wake. About 1880, the Vicar of Rushall, Rev. F. G. Littlecot, 
acquired the Three Horse Shoes public house, which had become 
notorious. He closed it down and the license. An 
attempt to use the premises as a shop failed, and later it was converted 
to a 'Coffee House'-a teetotal club for working men with a capital 
of rno £ l shares held by the men themselves. There were rooms for 
reading, smoking and bagatelle as well as skittle and quoit grounds, 
and a separate room for boys under fourteen who were not allowed 
to use the main rooms. The Aldridge Cricket Club, founded before 
1874, has long been a source of parochial pride. It is still flourishing, 
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as is also the Aldridge Hockey Club. August Bank Holiday Monday 
was a village occasion when every one who could visited the 
Horticultural Show which at one time was supported by foot races, 
followed later in the day by more frivolous contests and dancing. 
Both Horticultural Society and Hockey Club are indebted to Sir 
Cliff Tibbits, who permits them to use his grounds at Cedar Court. 
Other societies have also been allowed to avail themselves of 
hospitality. He is the only Aldridge man of recent years to be 
knighted, but that honour was granted mainly for his services to 
Walsall where he is an alderman. During the difficult 1920' s, when 
money was scarce and to work a short week was common, the 
Primitive Methodists at Leighswood catered for a real need by 
providing an Institute. There, cheaply, one could play billiards, 
tennis, badminton, table tennis or football, and there were frequent 
dances. For a short period in the l93o's four football teams were 
fielded, but two were more usual. The Institute was destroyed by 
fire in 1935, shortly before the Primitives and Wesleyans, who had 
then joined forces, opened the new church, Wesley Hall, in Anchor 
Road. Not until the l93o's could Aldridge boast of a cinema and 
save for the Assembly Rooms and the ex-Servicemen's Club, both 
privately owned, there is no public hall. After the First World 
War there was much talk about building a Memorial Hall, but all 
the talk came to nothing. , 

So many schools have sprung up in the Urban District during the 
last seventy or eighty years, that to trace their growth would be 
tedious. They range from boarding schools at both Beech Tree 
House and Bay Tree House to the fine new Primary School at 
Raebum Road, Pheasey, and from the new school in Leighswood 
Avenue, built as a Primary School, but so far only used as a Secondary 
Modem, to the residential Druid Heath School of Dr. Barnardos. 
The latter, which uses premises originally built by the Royal 
Antediluvean Order of Buffaloes as an Orphanage (1920), is particu-
larly interesting, receiving boys from all over the country, but during 
their stay here, endeavouring to link them with the life of the 
neighbourhood. Because of the speed with which the population has 
expanded, educational provision has tended to lag behind. Several 
large new schools have been promised, one of which is to be a 
Grammar School. For several years local parents have agitated for 
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this, believing that insufficient Grammar Schools places for their 
children have been made available in other districts. 

That is, perhaps, a good note on which to end this story, looking 
hopefully to the future. There also lies the maturity of Aldridge as an 
Urban District. The next decade may well be decisive as to whether 
the four villages with their flood of immigrants can be welded into a 
conscious community, an awareness which, to some degree, would 
enrich the lives of all future men of Aldridge. 
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APPENDIX 

THE QUESTION is frequently asked about the arms and crest of 
Aldridge: no arms or crest has ever been officially granted to the 
district, but the Urban District Council use the crest that was granted 
to the Scott family. 

Of the many families in England with the surname 'Aldridge' or 
'Aldrich', as the name of the village was once spelt, a few have had 
arms and crests granted. These may or may not have been descended 
from people of this village, but at the time arms were granted, they 
had then no known ties with Aldridge. The village is only known to 
have given its name to one prominent family, that of'de Alrewych', 
who lived here in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries; they did 
not, as far as is known, bear arms. 

The first mention of the Scott arms is in the Visitation of 1663. 
The arms of Thomas Scott of Great Barr were then recorded as 
being 

'Argent, on fesse gules cottized azure, between three catherine 
wheels sable, as many lambs passant of the field. Crest: a beacon 
sable, fired proper, ladder gules.' 

A white (or silver) shield with a broad horizontal red band edged in 
blue on which were three lambs. Above the band were two black 
catherine wheels and one below the band. The crest was a black 
beacon, flaming, with a red ladder. See S.H.C. II (2); and Harleian 
Soc. Vol. 1912, p. 67. 
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Hopkis, Robt., 42. 
Hopkys, Ric., 29. 
Horborne, Ric., 29. 
Huddlesford, IIO. 
Hugh le Ridere, 24. 
Humphrey, Duke of Buckingham, 33. 
Hutton,Wm., 14. 
Huwet, Robt., 29. 

Jn., 29. 

I 

Industry and Occupations: 
Alehouse Keepers, etc., 17, 38, 43. 
Barkers, 33, 34. 
Brickmaking, II, 7I, III, II3, II4, 

II9, I2I, I22. 
Bucklemakers, 43, 44. 
Calico Weaver, 76. 
Chapman, 34. 
Charcoal Burning, 34, 38. 
Coal Mining, II, III, II3, II4, 

II9-I22. See also Colleries. 

Industry and Occupations 
Engineering, I22. 
Farming, 20, 27, 29, 32, 36, 37, 41, 

43, 53-62, 104. 
Hilt Maker, 43. 
Iron Forging, II, 43, 44. 
Iron Smelting, II, 12, 43, 44. 
Ironmonger, 34. 
Limestone quarrying and burning, 

II, I6, 23, 43, 44, III, II3, II4, 
II8, II9. 

Munitions, etc., 122. 
Plastics, I22. 
Nailing, 43, 44, 76, II4. 
Salter, 43. 
Smith, 34, 43, 44. 
Stirrupmaker, 43. 
Tanning, 34. 
Wheelwright, 43. 

See also Parish 
Apprentices. 

Irish Harp, 108. 
Ironstone, II, 44. 
Ivens, Ralph, 92. 

J 
Jackson, Peter Ed., 95, 97, 105, 106. 
Jaycam, Jn., 76. 
Jenkins, Thos., 32. 
Jervis, Hon. Parker, u3. 
Jewsbury, Mr., 76. 
Joberns Ltd., II4. 
Johnson, 68. 
Jordan (Jurdan or Jorden} family, 19, 

27, 46, 47, 57. 
Jn., 42, 46, 65, So, 94. 
Jn. junr., 46. 
Jn., senr., 46 
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Jordan 
Thos., 5I, 54, 57. 
Thos., senr., 54. 
Wm.,54. 

Jurdan, Thos., 27. 
Juxon, Chas., 96-98, 100, IOI, 105. 

Kemps, Jn., 29. 
Keu, Wm. le, 79. 
Kidderminster, 79. 
King, Haies, 86. 
Kingstanding, 47. 

K 

Knaves Castle, I4. 
Knighthood, Compulsory, 46. 
Kynaston, Ed., 41. 

L 

Lancaster, Earl of, 26. 
Lane, family, 47. 

Col., 48-50. 
Lavender, Ltd., II9 
Lea, Mr., 105, 106. 
Leicester, 82, IIO. 
Leigh, family, 40, 86. 

Ed., 37, 4I, 42, 46-48, 5I, 52, 54. 
Hy., 45. 
Mr., 102. 
Mrs. Ed., 48. 

Leighswood, III, n7, n9, 120, 124. 
Rd., 88. 

Leis, Sarah, 74. 
Leland, 43. 
Leverick, Hy., 28. 
Leveson, Col., 50. 
Levett, Mr. The, 102. 

Lichfield, I6, 20, 24, 48-50, 75, 9I, 102, 
I07, IIO, III. 

Limestone, II, 79. See also Industry and 
Occupations. 

Limeworks: 
Daw End, II, II4, II9. 
Hayhead, II4. 
Linley, II4, II9. 
Phoenix, n9. 
Rushall, 43, n4. 

Little Aston, I5, 59, n3. 
Rd., 53. 

Little Barr, 16, 3 I. 
Littlecote, Rev. F. G., I23. 
Littleton, Sir Ed., 59-(iI. 
Liverpool, 70, 109. 
Llewellyn, 25. 
Lomax, Rev. J., 72, 99, 100, 105. 
London, 34, 48, 50, 7I, 91, 106-108. 
Langdon, 75. 
Longvile, Sir Hy., 54. 
Longviles of Wolverton, 39. 
Longwood, II, III. 

Rd., 20, 9I, 104, 106, n6. 
Lonsdale, T., SI. 
Lowe, Ric, 34. 
Lucas, Wm., 79, So. 
Lunar Soc., 77. 
Lyetes, 37. 
Lylly, Geo., 70. 

M 

McKechnie Bros., I23. 
Manchester, 48, 70, 84, 109. 
Manor: 

Aldridge, I9, 26, 27, 39, 46, 54, 57, 
58, 60. 
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Manor 
Gt. Barr, 19, 25, 26, 32, 38, 39, 42, 

47, 54, 55, 64, 84. 
Manor House, n8. See also Gt. Barr 

Hall and Gt. Barr Old Hall. 
Markets, 35. 
Marmion, Philip, 31. 
Marriages: 

Forced, 72. 
Secular, 79, 80. 

Marrions Wood, 77. 
Masefield, Jn., 73. 
Measham, 75, 76. 
Meek, Wm., 8I. 

Nonconformists, 84-88. 
Northampton, 107. 
Northfield, 71. 
Norton Canes, 18, 76. 

Hy. de, 79. 

0 

Ogley Hay, 17, 18. 
Oken, Jn. de, 24. 
Old Croft, 66. 
Old Hall, 55, 64, 76. 
Ordsey, 17. 
Osbourn, Mr., 69. 

137 

Memorial Hall, 124. 
Methodists, 85-88, 124. See also Overseer of the Poor, 66, 67, 69-73, 89, 

Chapels. 
Midcock, Anne, 70. 
Militia, 39, 91-93· 
Mill Green, 87, 98. 
Millward ofRushall, 32. 
Minstrel, 23. 
Montford, Simon de, 23. 
Moore, Mr., 82. 

Rev. R., 40. 
Morteyn, Roger De, 25. 26. 
Moss Close, l 14. 
Mountfort, family, 19, 46, 57. 

Sir Ed., 54. 

N 

Needham, Thos., 62. 
New South Wales, 70. 
Newman, Ric., 40. 
Nether House, 76, 77. See also Gt. 

Barr Hall. 
Nixon, Sarah, 73. 

90, 92, 100. 

Page, Sutton, 65. 
Thos., 65. 
Wm., 64, 66, 

Palmer, Ed., 76. 
Jos., 71. 
Rhoda, 76. 

Parish: 

p 

Aldridge, 19, 58, 66, 84. 
Gt. Barr, 19, 58, 66, 84. 
Apprentices, 71, 72, 74-76. 
Clerk, 65, 83, 94-96. 

Park Lime Pit, 23. 
Parke, Ric., 54. 
Parkes, Ab., 91. 

Ad., 43. 
Jn., 43. 
Ric., 43. 
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Parkes, Sam, 69, 92. 
Thos., 43, 44. 

Parles, Wm. de, 3 I. 
Parson and Clerk, 15, no. 
Pelsall, Rob of, 30. 
Peol, 16. 
Peolsford, 17. 
Perry, 16. 

Barr, 16, 43, 44, 51, no. 
Hall, 39, 42, SI. 

Perryent, Jn., 40. 
Persehouse, Ad., 43. 
Pew Exchange, 80. 
Pheasey, 54. 
Pig, The, 92. 

Lane, II7. 
Pits, Thos., 50. 
Pitt, Francis, 50. 
Place-names, 16. 
Plague, 81. 
Play Piece, 6o, 94. 
Plot, Dr., 44, 56, 57. 
Poaching, 20, 21, 23, 33. 
Polesworth, 86. 
Political Union: 

Aldridge, IOO, IOI. 
Birmingham, rno, rn2. 

Poor Law Union, II6. 
Rates, 66, 68, 69, 100. 

Population, 32, 36, 68, 121, 122. 
Pot Boilers, 15. 
Press Gang, 92. 
Pretty, Rev. Ric., 47. 
Primitive Methodist Inst., 124. 
Prince Rupert, 48. 
Prize-fight, 90, 9I. 
Pulton, Nie., 43. 
Pump, Town, 100. 

Q 

Queen Mary's G.S., 52, 97. 
Victoria's Jubilees, II 8. 

Queslett, 68, 77. 

R 

R.A.0.B. Orphanage, 124. 
Rabbits, 33, 55, 59, 90. 
Railways: 

Birmingham and Derby, III. 

Grand Junction, III. 
L.N.W.R., III-II3. 
Midland, III-II3. 
South Staffordshire, III, u2. 

Randles, Jn., 95. 
Recusants, 9I. 
Red House Estate, 123. 

Lion Inn, 120, 121. 
Reeve, Thos., 40. 
Reeves, Thos., 90. 

Jn., 90. 
Regiment, 12th Foot, 70. 

69th Foot, 70. 
Registers, 47, 69, 70, 78, 79, 86. 
Reynolds, Jn., 33. 

Rob, 33. 
Rhuddlan, 25. 
Richard II, 27, 32. 

le Clerk, 3 I. 
Richmond, 27. 
Ridware Hamstall, 25. 

Roger de, 25. 
Roads, 34, 61, 62, rn4, rn5. See also 

Surveyor of Roads and Chester Road, 
Longwood Road, etc. 
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Robert, 18, 19. 
the Shepherd, 32. 

Rochdale, 70. 
Rocketh, R.ic., 37. 
Roe, Jane, 70. 
Roman Coins, 15, 16. 

Fibula, 16. 
Phalera, 16. 
Umbo, 15. 

Romans, 15, 16. 
Rostill, 9 I. 
Rous, Thos le, 25, 26. 
Rowley, Matilda of, 30. 

Robt. of, 30. 
Rudhal, Ab., 81. 
Rugeley, 75. 
Rushall Hall, 15, 23, 31, 40, 42, 46, 

48-5!. 
Alice de., 22. 
Geoffrey of, 31. 
Millward of, 32. 
Wm. de, 21, 27. 

Rutter, Geo., 72, 73. 
Ryecroft, n2, n7. 
Ryehalls, 17. 
Ryknield St., 15. 

s 

Sabbath Observance, 91. 
Sabin, Jn., 42. 
St. Margaret's Hospital, 77, n8. See 

also Gt. Barr Hall. 
Saltley, 109, no. 
Sampson, Son of Sampson, 3 I. 
Saxons, 15-18. 

Schools: 
Addyes (Gt. Barr), 87, 98. 
Aldridge Free Grammar, 85, 94-97, 

105. 
Aldridge Girls', 97. 
Bay Tree House, 124. 
Beech Tree House, 124. 
Cedar Court, 98, 100. 
Coppy Hall, 99, 105. 
Druid Heath, 98, 99, 124. 
Gt. Barr Girls', 83, 98. 
Leighswood, 124. 
Pelsall Methodist, 87. 
Raeburn Rd., 124. 
Wheeley's Charity, 97. 

Scott Arms and Crest, 39, 127. 
family, 39, 46, 47, 61, 127. 
Ann, 68, 98. 
Sir Ed., 97, 102, n8. 
Ed. Dolman, 82, 102. 
Sir Francis, II 8. 
Jn., 41, 54. 
Jn., senr., 46. 
Sir Jos., 68, 76, 77, 78, 82-84, 97, 
102, II8. 
Lady Bateman, u8. 
Margaret, 82. 
Mary, 82. 
Thos., 127. 
Wm., 42, 54, 82, 84. 
Wm., junr., 46. 
Wm. the Elder, 46. 

Sedgeley, 30. 
Sedgwick, Ed., 43. 

Francis, 8 I. 
Thos., 8I. 

Selwyn, Bishop, 120. 
Settlement, 69-72, 75, 90. 
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Shalstone, 75. 
Shaw, Rev. Stebbing, 14. 
Sheep, 21, 55-57, 59, 61, 62. 
Shelfield, 18, 24, 42. 

Robt., 34. 
Shenstone, 15, 69, 92. 
Shorthouse, Ed., 66. 
Shrewsbury, 75, 76, 107, 108. 

Caravan, 108. 
Shropshire failure to muster, 25. 
Shustock Meadows, 83. 
Simkins, Wm., 69. 
Sister Dora, 120. 
Slater Francis, 73. 
Smallwood, Ed., 44. 

Thos., 71. 
Wm., 44,60. 

Smart, Master, 51. 
Smith, family, 68. 

Ann, 70, 71. 
Catherine, 70, 71. 
Rev. J. Finch, So, 84-86, 99. 
Thos., 70, 71. 

Smithy Brook, 70. 
Smyth, Wm., 34. 
Soldiers Wives, 70. 
Solihull, 3 3. 
Somery, Jn. de, 26. 

Roger de, 30, 3 I. 
South Staffs Waterworks, 117. 
Sprotte, Thos., 32. 
Squyer, Hy., 33· 
Stackhouse, Sarah, 73. 
Stafford, 18, 47, 48, 51, 67, 69, 71, 106. 

Committee, 47-49, 51, 52. 
Staffordshire County Council, 116. 
Stage Coaches and Wagons, 107-109. 

Stamford family, 39, 47· 
Ed., 51, 54. 
Mrs. Ed., 51. 
Robt., 39, 42, 43. 
Wm.,46. 

Standley, Thos., 68. 
Stanley, Alfred, 88. 
Stapleton, Sir Robt. de., 25-27, 32. 

Isabel, 26-28. 
Jn. de, 25. 

Star, Chamber, 39. 
Station St., 110. 
Stephens, F. W. 123. 
Stinton, Wm., 95· 
Stockley, Roger, 33. 
Stockport Advertiser, 100. 
Stone, Jn., 44. 

Hy., 52. 
Stonnall, 49, 51, 92, 107, 108, 110. 
Stookes, Ed., 42. 
Strangelford, Walt., 27. 

Wm.,27. 
Stratford on Avon, 34. 
Strede Moor, 40. 
Streetly, 15, 113. 

Wks., 122. 
Stringers, 68. 
Stubbers Green, 88, 111, 120. 
Sudgewick, Ed., 44. 
Suel, Walt., 79. 
Surveyor of Roads, 64, 89, 104-106. 
Sutherland, Earl of, 59. 
Sutton Chase, 20, 23. 

Coldfield, 69, 91. See als- Cole-
£eld. 

Park, 15, 113. 
Isabella, 34. 
Thos., 43. 



Swan Inn, 104, 108. 
Swift, Jonathon, 107. 
Swine, 57. 
Swinger, Chas., 70. 
Swynnerton, Roger de, 31. 

T 

Tamworth, 31, 70, 85. 
Dean of, 29. 

Taxes: 
Hair Powder, 90. 
Hearth ( 1666), 36. 
Land, 59, 90. 
Poll (1379), 32, 36. 
Pope, Nicholas, 79. 
Ship Money, 47. 
Subsidy (1327), 31, 32. 
Window, 90. 

Ten House Row, II7. 
Tentyrden, Robt., 34. 
Thelford, 17. 
Thomas, King's Surgeon, 22. 

Son, of Matilda, 22. 
Three Horse Shoes Inn, 123. 
Tibbits, Sir Cliff, 124. 
Tipton, 49. 
Tithes, 58, IOI. 

Tollet, Ad., 3r. 
Tornkys, Ric., 43. 
Tongue, Ed., II8. 
Tramcars, 122, 123. 
Tranter, Wm. 95. 
Turchi!, 18, 19. 
Turf Cutting, 3 8, 54-56, 60. 
Turnpikes, 104, 108-Ito. 
Turton, Roger, 54. 
Tuthill, Capt., 49-51. 

INDEX 

Twyford, Jn., 95. 
Tyler Wat., 32. 
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v 
Vermin, Extermination of, 81, 82, 100. 
Veysies, 54. 
Vikings, 17. 

w 
Waga, 19. 
Wakeman Carriers, 108. 
Walker, Mrs., 65. 
will, 15, 16. 
W allacc, 2 5. 
Walsall, 18, 20, 26, 28, 30, 32-35, 41-44. 

46,47,49,52,71, 75,86, 108-113, 
II6, 117, 122, 124. 

Guild, 40. 
Market, 35, 80. 
Poor Law Union, n6. 
Rural District, 116-n8, 122. 
Rural Sanitary Authority, u6, u7. 
Volunteer Assn., 77, 78. 
Wood, 11, 37, 65, 109, III, n3, 

II9, 123. 
Wood Rd., 84, 88, 100, n4. 
Wm.,33. 
Walstewode, Thos., 33. 

Warwick, Earl of, 20, 23. 
Water Supply, n7. 
Watermill, 20. 
Watling St., 17, 48. 
Wednesbury, 16, 43, 44, 69, 71, 75, 86, 

87, 109, IIO. 

Wednesfield, 16, 50, III. 

Henry of, 33. 
Weeford, 20. 

Welsh Harp, 108, 109. 
Welches Wench, 66, 75. 
Well (Coppy Hall), 100, 1o6. 



142 MEN OF ALDRIDGE 

Wesley.Jn., 106. 
West Bromwich, 69, 86. 
Weston, Ed., 55. 

Jn., 80. 
Wheeley, Miss, 97. 

Wid., 68. 
Wheeley's Wife, 67. 
Whetstone Lane, 53. 
Whitby, Mrs. M., 58, 68, 69, 82. 
Whitchurch, 107. 
Whorwood, Wm., 43, 44. 
Whyrley, Mr., 57. 
Wichnor, n1-n3. 
Wiggin, Jn., 74. 

Jos., 76. 
Wight, Wm., 60. 
Wilberforce, Wm., 60. 
Wilcox, Ann, 80. 

Jn., 54· 
Wilkinson, Col., n8. 
Willenhall, 49, 75. 
William Atte Hurste, 33. 
William the Conqueror, 18. 

fitz Ansculf, 18, 19. 
le Fremon, 3 I. 
the Parson's Bailiff, 23. 

Williams, Jn. 86. 
Willoughby, Ed., 39, 40. 

Willys, Ralph, 43. 
Wilson, Wm., 86. 
Windmill, 15, 6o. 
Wiwara, 20. 

Wixhey, Jos., 92. 
Woden, 16. 
Wolverhampton, 17, 19, 32, 42, 47, 57, 

109-no, n3. 
Worcester, 77. 
Worsey, Hy., 46. 
Worthington, Thos., 67. 
Wrasteler, Thos., 33. 
Wright, Eliz., 29. 
Wulfric, 17. 
Wulfrun, 17, 19. 
Wyrley, 18, 108, III. 

and Essington Canal. See also 
Canals. 

Wakes, 42. 
Humfrey, 43, 49. 
Sir Jn., 79. 

y 

York, Ric, 86. 
Yoxall, Arthur, 42. 

Francis, 42. 
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