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          31, March 2016 
 
Dear Local Resident 
 
During late February/March the Council has been gathering residents’ comments and views on 
the proposal to redesign the junction of Northfields Way and Allerdale Road in order to restrict 
vehicular access and help mitigate concerns raised about anti social behaviour. 
 
These comments have been collated and considered and the purpose of this letter is to inform 
you of what has been said in general and what the Council subsequently proposes to do. 
 
First we would like to thank all those who have contributed to the discussion. It is very clear that 
people living close to this area feel very strongly that something should be done.  During the 
exercise over A 100 people provided their views with the vast majority in support of closing the 
section of Northfields Way after Allerdale Road. Some people were fully in support of the 
scheme as proposed and asked that it be progressed as quickly as possible.  There was 
however a number of people who suggested alternative barriers such as tree planters or 
lockable barriers, on the basis that the concrete ones would be unsightly. 
 
There were suggestions of completely removing the section of road and creating a further 
landscaped green space.  Suggestions on further traffic calming and parking restrictions in the 
area were also made. There were comments made that this junction is slippery in icy conditions 
and concern that the concrete barriers appeared too close to the junction itself. 
 
Given these comments and the strength of support it is now proposed to formally consult on the 
proposed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) which would provide the legal powers to prevent 
vehicular access.  The first stage of this process is to advertise the TRO inviting comments 
within a three week period.  Any objections to the proposal have to be formally considered 
before the TRO can be finalised. 
 
If this is supported the Council would then arrange for the works to be carried out. It is 
acknowledged that concrete barriers of this nature aren’t pretty however they do provide an 
effective deterrent to unwanted vehicles. Lockable barriers are often forced open and can 
become a safety concern when left to swing across the carriageway.  
 
Councils across the country are facing very challenging financial times.  We have to be realistic 
about what can be delivered and the proposal is to use the concrete barriers.  It will however be 
possible to move them further away and provide red and white water filled barriers in front of 
them.  This will soften their appearance and cushion any impact should a vehicle lose control. 
 
There are no proposals to extend the scheme any further than the junction discussed so this 
letter will not answer queries about the wider area. We will however be reviewing the need for 
any additional parking restrictions and or traffic calming measures in accordance with our 
existing policies and procedures. 
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There was a request for grit bins or resurfacing to provide “anti-slip” surfaces.  Again the 
scheme does not include any new surfacing but will include relining of the junction. The Council 
cannot grit every road in the borough and it is expected that where roads are not treated drivers 
will adapt their driving behaviour to the conditions of the road. There is a policy relating to our 
winter maintenance activities and the provision of grit bins.  This can be found at 
http://cms.walsall.gov.uk/index/transport_and_streets/highway_maintenance/winter_service.htm
. The area would not qualify for the provision of a grit bin. 
 
There was a request for a waste bin. It is suspected that some of the behaviour generating litter 
will be moderated by the proposals. If however there appears to be a need if the scheme is 
progressed then one can be provided in the area near to the new barriers. 
 
The formal consultation on the TRO will be advertised in local press and there will be notices 
displayed on the street near the junction. This is anticipated to commence on 15 April. 
 
I hope you find this information useful. 
 
Regards 
 
Steve Pretty       Laura Terry 
Head of Planning, Transport and Engineering   Area Manager;  
Economy and Environment    Brownhills, Pelsall, Rushall Shelfield  
        Area Partnership  
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