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Brownhills Loo-sing Out Again? 
Relief on 
the Way! 
Good News, at long last, 

Brownhills shoppers will be 
relieved to learn that having 
patiently held on for four 
years things could be moving 
very shortly at the Ravenscroft 
public toilets. 

The closed Gents toilet at Brownhills 

Residents of Brownhills 
having made repeated 
requests for the refurbishment 
and reopening of their main 
public conveniences, were 
beginning to believe that the 
powers that be were merely 
going through the motions, 
especially when a brand new 
super looking 'loo' was cermo
niously opened in neighbour
ing Pelsall, but it appears they 
really were bogged down with 
paperwork! The closed Ladies toilet at Brownhills. 

Councillor T. MacManomy 
said "Funding has been 
approved for this, now we are 
waiting for the necessary paper
work to be signed." 

"I have tried on numerous 
occasions and presented peti
tions from local traders to have 
these toilets reopened." says 
Councillor G. Eardley "The 
council have agreed to take over 
the toilets from the agents, Lee 
Baron, but we appear to have 
reached stalemate at the 

moment. 
"There are toilets open at the 

top of the parade, and there are 
also toilets in Tescos'." 

REFURBISHMENT 

A call to the council's Estates 
Section revealed that indeed it 
had been agreed the council 
would take the lease on the toi
lets and carry out refurbishment, 
also that completion of the lease 
was expected shortly. As soon 

as the legal requirements have 
been met, work will commence. 

While it looks as though one 
'wee problem' is about to be 
solved, waterworks of another 
kind have also been causing 
inconvenience to local shoppers. 
Reader L. Vale has written say
ing, " If mothers with children 
want to teach them to paddle, I 
suggest they wait until it rains 
and take them to the hot food 
Take Away where a lake forms 
when it rains, they can then 

LET ltlOM DOW 170(] LOVE HER 
THIS MOTHERS DAY 

WITH A BOlJQlJET OF FRESH FLOWERS 
BAND DEUl'ERED ON SlJNDAl' BARCH 26tla 

FAOM A.J.COLES FLORISTS w 01543 374376 ,.~ 
phone your order through now to avoid disappointment 

enjoy a trip on the flagstones by 
the Fruit Shop, proceed past the 
chemists for a free shower off the 
roof before attempting the zebra 
crossing where deep pools form 
on both sides." 

A call to the council's 
Highways Section bought the 
response "An order was issued 
today (15th February) for work 
to be carried out on the High 
Street. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

Why doesn't anybody do 
anything when a burglar 

alarm goes off ? 

Brownhills Loo-sing Out Again? 

FROM PAGE ONE 
"We have experienced delays 

because there was some doubt 
about the ownership of the land. 
The pedestrian area from the 
highway to the shop canopy line 
belongs to the council, but the 
shop frontage we believe is 
owned by the landlords, who in 
turn said it belonged to the coun
cil. We asked them for proof of 
this, but none has been forthcom
ing, we have therefore decided, 
without prejudice, to take up the 
slabs right up to the shop fronts 
and replace them with 
Bituminous Macadam. The com
mencement of work is immi
nent." 

PLANNING CONSENT 

Typical that this work should 
have been sanctioned just as 
planning consent, originally 
refused by the local council, but 
passed at Local Appeal, is about 

The brand new 'loo' at Pelsall 

to go through for the erection of 
three shops with four flats over 
and car parking at the rear of the 
High Street site fronting Kirkside 
Grove. Undoubtedly construc
tion work will have a detrimental 
effect on the newly laid 'Tarmac'! 

CONCERNED 
Already Councillor 

MacManomy is concerned about 
the proposal he said "the road 
servicing these shops will be 
very close to the crossing, and I 
am concerned about the number 
of vehicles going onto the site. 
The Council refused this applica
tion because of traffic, but it was 
supported at local appeal. 

"The High Street is very nar
row and I have asked whether 
traffic could be diverted but have 
been told there is no money for 
such a scheme, so Brownhills 
will be stuck with the congestion. 
Hopefully Labour will take con
trol in May and give Brownhills 

a voice in the decision making." 

While a little progress seems 
to be in some areas, one further 
irritation to the residents of 
Brownhills, who feel they are 
largely ignored when decisions 
are made, is the lack of a Ring 
and Ride Service for the elderly 
and disabled. Councillor G. 
Eardley said "I have argued for a 
long time that West Midlands 
Passenger Transports policy on 
this is wrong. They set up the 
schemes in places such as 
Walsall and radiate outwards. 
These areas are already well 
served by public transport, it is 
outlying areas like 

Brownhills which really need 
the service." 

Calls to Walsall Ring and Ride 
produced a constant engaged 
tone, while calls to Centro 
Birmingham were met by an 
answer machine. We are still 
awaiting a response. 

LOOKING FOR TYRES? YOU1LL FIND OUR PRICES 
HARD TO BEAT! 

Pro-Fit Tyres & Exhausts Ltd. 
Unit 9, Coppice Side Industrial Estates, 

Brownhills WS8 7EY. 

BROWNHILLS 360216 



Brownhills Central 
Townswomens Guild 

At the January meeting Guild 
members were pleased to welcome 
Jeff Harrison and Joy Parsons of 
Co-op Travel, who braved the real
ly dreadful weather to come along 
and introduce us to the delights of 
cruising the sunny Caribbean on 
the luxury liner Sovereign of the 
Seas. 

The 9 day cruise begins with a 
flight from Heathrow to Miami. 
Time is allowed for at the begin
ning and end of the holiday to take 
in the sights. Ports of call include 
Nassau, Chartolle Amalie, once a 
favourite haunt of Pirates, but now 
a haven for duty free bargain 
hunters, San Juan, and Coco Cay, 
where you can shop for fine art, 
watch the local craftsmen shape 
wood and pottery or dance on the 
soft white sand to a calypso beat. 

Prices include transfers to and 
from U.K. airports and consider
able savings can be made by book
ing in advance. 

The Sovereign of the Seas is a 
new cruise ship, completed in 
1988, and offers every comfort and 
convenience to the very highest 
standard. 

Although a cruise may seem 
expensive prices do include all 
meals on board, accommodation, 
entertainment, transatlantic flights 
and transfers. 

There is a video available from 
Co-op Travel on loan to anyone 
interested in booking a cruise holi
day, Stella Hodgkiss gave the vote 

of thanks. 
Also at the meeting chairman 

Mrs Iris Poxon presented cheques 
of £100 each to Mr. M. Little, who 
deputised for Ann Stanton chair
woman of the Walsall branch of 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society (who 
unfortunately was unable to 
attend due to illness), and to repre
senta ti ves of the Brownhills 
Fellowship for the Handicapped, 
Mr. Millett (chairman) and Mrs Ivy 
Holyman (vice chairman),. Mr. 
Millett said that the money was 
much appreciated and would go 
towards repairing the damage 
recently caused when vandals 
broke into the Centre. 

The donations were made from 
the proceeds of Guild fundraising 
events during the last 12 months. 

The next meeting will be the 
AGM on Monday, 13th March, at 
7.30 p.m. in the Lichfield Suite, 
Brownhills, Memorial Hall. 

Stella Hodgkiss 
Press Officer 

DRAWINGS 
PREPARED 

FOR HOUSE EXTENSIONS, 
RENOVATIONS, NEW HOUSES etc. 
Local Authority Approvals Obtained. 
~ Building Quotations if Required. 

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

01543 491205 

Hlllarys 0192~N0~~~~~81958 
-----=----·-··-··-··--·· 
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SAVE DAVID 
David Murphy from Great Wyrley is aged 3 and fighting for his 

life. The type of cancer he has is rare in this country, therefore treat
ment is less advanced than in America. 

At the time of placing this advert (4.2.95) the family are still £75,000 
short of the £112,000, needed by the end of February to give him a bet
ter chance to recover. The final total needed is £150,000. 

THE APPEAL IS STILL OPEN 
David's grandad says, "We are doing everything we can to raise 

the money, you read about things like this happening to other families, 
in September ours was just an ordinary family, then the world turned 
upside down, our daughter and son-in-law are now fighting for the 
life of our grandchild". 

A bank account has been opened for donations to David's Fight for 
Life Appeal at: Barclays Bank Stafford, Post Office, Box 339, Stafford 
ST16 2BE, Sort Code 20-81-00, Account No. 40868000. 

§oLD &J~vER ~NTRE 
Manufacturing Jewellers & High Quality Jewellery Repair Service 

in~ ....... ON'T GO T~ 
THE RIST 

COME TO THE 
BIST! 

Come and see our extensive range ·of 
Second-Hand and Antique Jewellery!!! 

at in sltops 
The Boulevard, Ravens Court, Brownhills. Telephone 037 4 820192 



c/o 38A Woodlands Crescent, 
Pelsall, Walsall WS3 SDP 

0922 694723 or 0922 683139 

Rober! Elson is a well-eslablished local glass sculptor whose work is greatly 
respcclcd and admired by coUeclors of line, inlricale handcral'ied glass. Customers 
come from as far away as Japan and America. He is re-emerging lo produce his 
bes! work ever. His skiUs and expertise have been developed and extended over 
many years to produce beautiful glass sculptures ID your requirements. His 
versatility is unparalleled and, as an example, includes the offer you see here. 

Commission your own unique 
MOTHERS DAY ROSE 

Each Rose in a Presentation Box: 
* Can be PEl~SONALISED by name. 
* Is uniquely stamped by Robert Elson. 
• Is cnh:rnccd with REAL GOLD and ot her 

colourwork . 

• Is lornlly made. 
* ls idct..11 for many other special occasions: 

Mother s Day, Anniversaries clc .. 
• The special way lo show your love. 

Due lo lhc inlricale nalure of 1hesc producls, 
please order AS SOON AS POSSIULE 

to avoid delay and disuppointmcnt. 
** l.ocal deliw•rfos made t1l 110 l'Xlru cos/. 

Personalised Roses as shown are £33.50 each. 
Without a name £28.50 

l'lcase send (enclose delivery address 

\vilh your ordt:r) 

Actual size approx 1 Scms 
other sizes and designs available 

Q 1y ...... ... .. ...... .. ... Personalised Roses . ......................... N~uncs 

TESCO 
PETROL STATION 

HIGH STREET, 
BROWN HILLS 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday - Saturday 

7am - Midnight 
Sunday 

9.30am - 4.30pm 

BIRTHDAY GREETING 

Paula Derry 

~~ 2-/dt 9Jid.!~ 
all our love 

Mom, Dad & Family 

GOLDEN WEDDING 
HARRIET and ALF would like to 
thank family and friends for the 
wonderful surprise party and gifts. 
Harriet would also like to thank 
everyone for their kindness during 
her illness. Bless you all. 

DEATHS 
MARJORIE PORTER - passed away 
7th January 1995, after a long illness. 
A much loved sister who will be sadly 
missed. God Bless. Brenda and Dennis 

NOTICES OF THANKS 
MARJORIE PORTER - We wish to 
thank all relatives, friends and neigh
bours for their floral tributes and dona
tions which will be sent to the Imperial 
Cancer Research. Brenda and Dennis. 

IN:MEMORY 
ELSON ALICK - 7 years, 8th March. 
In Gods beautiful garden with a bab
bling brook nearby, lies my loving hus
band. I now Gods close by. Wife 
Gladys, family and grandchildren. God 
Bless. 
ELSON (DAD) - 7 years, March 8th. 
Your resting place we visit, each flower 
placed with care, no one to see our bro
ken hearts as we turn and leave you 
there. Miss and love you from daughter 
Marlene, son-in-law Peter xxx. 
ETHEL WATSON - February 27th, 
1992. The gates of memory never close, 
how much we miss you Mom, no one 
knows you will always be loved and 
remembered by us all. Son John, 
daughter-in-law Ann, grandchildren, 
Gavin, Gail, Joanne and Samantha 
Richard, Gary and Great 
Grandchildren. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
ANDREW - Best of luck for the future. 
Love from all of your family. 

D. GILL BUILDING 
SUPPLIES 

e FENCING PANELS 

e CONCRETE POSTS 

e GRAVEL BOARDS 

e SAND+ GRAVEL 

e BRICKS 

e SLABS 

e CEMENT 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
MON-SAT 8-6 
SUNDAY 9-1 

Come and visit us at:-

Large Stocks of all your 
Building Materials 

at prices you can afford 

FORA 
FRIENDLY 

AND 
HELPFUL 
SERVICE 

t::J I ! • Wf ASlf l<f "f 

111s rocx j l 
1 t UAAONS COUAI 

_J !2Z 

UNIT 75, BRICKYARD ROAD, 
ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, WEST MIDLANDS. 

Telephone: 01922 52221 
(Opposite /bstock Brick & Tile) 



Andrew Jackson of North Devon, elder son of Mr. & Mrs. B. Jackson, 
Great Barr, Birmingham. Grandson of Mrs. A. Jackson and the late 

Mr. W. Jackson of Brownhills, pictured with his wife Penny. 

A very proud Mrs. A. Jackson, ioos awarded by the University of Wales 
brought this letter she received and my Post Graduate Certificate of 
informing her of her Grandsons Education (PGCE) in mathematics 
achievements into the Gazette office. which I ioos awarded by the University 

Dear Grandma, 
I ioos very pleased to hear how excit

ed you were about my success in my 
Masters degree. All of us al Brookside 
Cottage are delighted with the result. 

I have been awarded a "distinction" 
which is an award made to the top few 
percent of those people wlw graduate at 
tire Masters degree level. 

The degree was a Master of 
Education (MEd) awarded by the 
University of Exeter, this is the next aca
demic step up from my Bachelor degree 
(BA) in Environmental Studies, which I 

of Nottingham. 
I am now starting my research 

towards my PhD through Exeter 
University. I hope to be able to carry out 
most of this research at my school and to 
have it completed in about two years 
time. 

Alice's arriwl has not made studying 
easy but I mis, as always, extremely for
tunate to have Penny's support. It is this 
support that makes everything possible. 

Lots ofl(JIJI! 

Andrew 
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mbe q[orner l!}ouse 
mea l\ooms 

2 c.!burcb l\oab, ~elrsall. 

I 
f • 

Ii 111 
Childrem· Birthday Parties ~ f 

Cakes made to order ~" •iliiliiiiill1 .. iii-il 
Birthday/Annive rsary/Wedding 

Cake tins to hire 

met J2o: 0022 Gs2oos 

STATION TRAVEL 
12 and 16 Seater Mini Buses 

AIRPORTS • BLA CKPOOL LIGHTS 
DAY OUT • NIGHT CLUBS 

SHORT AND LONG DISTANCES 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

WHY DELAY PHONE TODAY 

ON01543 372191 
MOBILE 0831 535775 

OR CALL AT: 
209 WATLING STREET, BROWNHILLS, WALSALL. 

WEST MIDLANDS WS8 7 JU 
PERSONAL SERVICE GUARANTEED 

on all items 
brought into 

the shop 

J.V.C., Panasonic, 
Samsung - Servicing 

Estimates from 
£20+VAT 

All leading makes 
Repaired and Serviced: 

SATELLITE AND 
T.V. AERIALS 

13 Anchor Road, 
Aldridge 

(by Bingo Hall) 

01922 57069 
FREE PARKING 

Autowashers, Tumble 
Dryers, Washer Dryers, 
Spin Dryers, Twin Tubs, 

Dishwashers, Fridges, 
Freezers, Fridge-freezers 

lpJunihill . 
'> .. :,: '·'·/ ·.·'·'''···.,>g •iiiservice 
· ·ro~rie~v ··· 
prod!i~ts 

TV Aerials, Satellite 
/11stallatio11s - the Complete 

Service from Dish to 
Receiver - all meter tested 

• Fully Insured Fitters 

•All Work Guaranteed 

AUTHORISED 

8 
AGENT 

: ·.·: 
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Kidney 
Patient's 

Association 

OAK PARK VETERANS BOWLS CLUB 

A brave Brownhills woman is 
suffering from a tenninal kidney 
disease has set up a help group 
for people with similar problems. 

Gill Moore, from Brownhills, 
will run the Kidney Patients' 
Association from her own home, 
in Anglesey Road. 

The 29-year-old mother of two 
suffers from a disease which 
blocks the kidneys, eventually she 
will need a complete transplant. 

Gill says: "I've been given 
backing from people at the hospi
tal I attend in Lichfield, but at 
times I've felt quite isolated. "I 
want other people to realise 
they're not on their own. "lllere's 
a self-help group in Birmingham, 
but often that's too far to go." 

Now Gill hopes to invite doc
tors and nurses along to sessions 
to give talks on different kidney 
conditions. 

"Knowledge is invaluable," 
she added. 

CROWN GREEN BOWLS CLUB 1994 SEASON 

"It takes a lot of the fear out of 
it, which is important." 

If anyone is interested in join
ing the group they should contact 
Gill on 0543 373984. 

A very successful season finish
ing top of the 3rd division in the 
Walsall League winning the Thomas 
Cook Memorial Shield. Six players 
completed the season with Plus 
Aggregates Bob Statham came top 

! I 

An efficient and personal service for all types of 
clothing, curtains, covers etc. 
All pressed to a high standard. 

We also hygenically wash all sizes of duvets, blan
kets, sleeping bags, sports strips, chinese rugs etc. 

Expert Service on Repairs & Alterations. 

Made to Measure Blinds Vertical, Roller and Venetian 

Olive, Cynth, Sue, and Evelyn 

Pelsall Drycleaners 
53 High St., Pelsall Tel: Pelsall 692701 

Members of the Guild of Cleaners & launderers 

with 19 points from 17 games which 
stopped Roy Browett completing a 
hat trick with a score of 18 points 
from 18 games. 

The dub knock out competition 
was won by Ron Williams who beat 

Best Quality 
Swag Nets 
From £1.85 
per swag 

Many 
Beautiful 
Jardiniere 

Nets 

MADE 

TO 

MEASURE 

Eric Lowe in the final. The two semi 
finalists Joe Taylor and Bill Bleakeley 
gave the finalists very gruelling 
games. The consolation competition 
was won by Doug Willetts who beat 
Gerald Doody in the final. 

Many Matching 
Straight Nets 

From 
£2.80 yd 

Fabrics 
48" w ide 

from 
£4.95 yard 

JOIN 

OUR 

CLUB 



Brownhills 
Horticultural Societies 

48th A.G.M. 
The 48th Annual General 

Meeting of the Brownhills 
Horticultural Society was held 
on Tuesday 7th February at the 
Middleton House Club, 
Lichfield Road. 

The Officers reports showed 
that the society was a thriving 
concern with a membership 
approaching 300. The three 
shows held in 1994 showed that 
the society was now recognised 
by attracting exhibitors from 
Derby and Stourbridge. 

The chairman thanked all 
officers for their services in 1994 
and by a proposal from mem-

hers present the same officers 
were re-elected en-bloc to serve 
in 1995. 

Members were asked to try 
to encourage more young peo
ple to take up the hobby and 
introduce them to the Society. 

The next meeting will be on 
Tuesday 7th March when Mr. 
A. Wright will be talking on 
"Garden Chrysanthemums". 

All are welcome at the meet
ings. Further details from 
Brownhills 373980/375744. 

L. Stone, Chairman 

Gardening jobs for March 
Last chance before Autumn to plant bare root trees and shrubs. 

Prune roses, where ground is workable start sowing vegetable 
seeds, if ground is wet cover with polythene for a few days before 
sowing. Repot house-plants and replace if need be in a pot one size 
larger. Check over lawn mower as it may be possible to mow the 
lawn. Keep setting high at present. Continue or start to sow half 
hardy annual seeds in soil temperature of 60/65.F. Lift and divide 
hardy perennials. 
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MONUMENTAL MASONS 
Dedicated To Providing A Personal Service 

•Finest Qunlity Memorials 
•Modern & Trnditional 
•Competitive Prices 
• Home Visits On Request 
• Mcmorinls On Display In Our Showroom 

- Open 7 Days A Weck 

-e::=::=:=--' • 60 Letters Included In Price 
• Renovations & Further Inscriptions Undertaken 

U:iits & 2 Brickyard Road, Aldridge. 
Tel: 0922 59850 

Radio Controlled Private Hire Cars 
Contracts -Airports - Parcels - Mini-bus 

- Nightclubs - Parties 

~~~~ Walsall Wood 

(01543) 452222 or 453050 
5 High Street, Walsall Wood. 

BIG SCREEN CINEMA SOUND 
IN YOUR OWN HOME 

The combination of Panasonic 
dome sound technology with Dolby 
Pro-logic surround sound* 
produces true cinema quality 
viewing right at home in your own 
living room. In addition to the 
Dome speaker units housed within 
the television cabinet, 4 separate 
high quality bookshelf speakers can 
be positioned around the room 
creating sound and vision so 
real istic you' ll th ink you're there. 

FOR LESS THAN 

£23.00 
A MONTH 

[][]I DOLBY SURROUND I 
PRO• LOGIC 

NIC-AM 
DIGITAL STEREO 

·1i@ltmffi&1iS,ii1.~.~ra~;JSi'ftl'1imr1r1!!111r11 
• IJ.LlJSTN.ATJ.:D: J•,1masonic TX 2SXI DJ' Clish l'rkt' £71J'J.'i'J lkpusil £99.99 plus 6U months@ £22.65 Tutwl l'oty;1bk!l.i!\8.99 Al'K .l.l . .i'l> ICrt'llil Subjn.'l lu Slldus, Wril1t'n Quote A\·11il»bk-, Lice..d Cndil Bruker) 
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"''t <t?tt'tDOLLIES SALON 
Special rate for Senior Citizens 

CLOSED MONDAYS 

hris and Julie will be pleased 
to make an appointment for 

you on:- Pelsall 683351 

WENDY HUNT 
School of Dance 
THE ANNEX, BROWNHILLS MEMORIAL HALL 

LICHFIELD ROAD, BROWNHILLS 

TEL: 01543 453017 
We cater for: 

Ballroom/Lalin/Old Time/Sequence/Disco/Rock 'n' Roll 
Classes and personal/private lessons available for all ages 

and grades 
Daytimes and evenings. 

Social nights and Tea Dances 
Enquiries: 

Telephone I3rownhills 45301 7 or 0831 792134 

Fellow & Examiner U.K.A 

READY NOW 
YOUNG 
PLANTS 
ROOTED 

CUTTINGS 
& SEEDLINGS 

Member G.P.T.D. 

Grow your own Bedding & Basket 
Plants from our enormous range of: 

•Geraniums• Fuchsias• Salvias 
•Impatiens• Helicrysum • Nepeta 
and many more including the new 

Petunia "SURFINIA" 
So hurry, our FIRST batch of home 

grown plantlets are selling out really fast 

our reputation is growing 
• Pots • Trays • Compost 

keenest prices around! 

WILLOW VALE NURSERIES 
& GARDEN CENTRE 

HEDNESFORD ROAD, NORTON CANES 
(01543) 275082 

GETTING BIGGER BY BEING BETTER! 

1111!111111111!1:111r111111111111111:1111~:i111:1:1:111111i:~::1:11111:11111::1i11111!1~11111111~111~1111i:1 
Clayhanger Methodist Church 

Our Ladies Good Companions, 
church members never thought, 
their dream of seeing the old 
wooden army hut, replaced by a 
brick built hall, would become a 
reality and are quite excited to see 
the hut gone and the footings for 
the new hall completed. 

To make sure records are kept 
of its progress, one of our mem
bers is taking photographs twice 
each week, I am writing it up in 
my church diary, years ago our 
church records, kept by the late 
Mr. George Willett, were 
destroyed so the early history of 
our church is lost for ever. All we 
know is what has been told to us 
by our parents. 

Although we can't have any 
functions yet, Ladies Good 
Companions do not meet until 
March 13, the work of the church 
goes on, in January we had anoth
er successful coffee morning at the 
Brownhills Methodist Hall, again 
our ladies cooked a nice selection 
of cakes etc. for the cake stall and 
Cynthia Dunn was back on the 
White Elephant Stall, that she has 
worked so hard for many years 
with its bric-a-brac, it is always a 
great attraction with people 
searching for barga ins, we are 
always grateful to receive odds 
and ends, i.e. china, glass, toys, 
jewellery etc., that people want to 
get rid of, this effort raised over 
£70 for our church funds. 

Our next effort is being organ
ised by our church steward, Mrs. 
Lucy Dunn, this is a concert on 
Saturday, March 11 at 7.30 p .m. in 

the Brownhills Methodist Hall 
given by Jean Martin, well known 
for her Organ Recitals, throughout 
the Midlands, tickets £2.50 each, 
includes refreshments. 

This will be a night to remem
ber listening to Jean Martin on the 
organ, tickets can be had from 
Lucy Dunn, telephone 377231, 
proceeds for church funds. 

We are now planning the 
Celebration Party and 
Thanksgiving Service for the offi
cial opening of Clayhanger 
Methodist Hall and we hope those 
who have happy memories of 
their associations with our chapel 
will join and share with us, the cel
ebrations to mark the official 
opening of our new church hall. 

Gwen H. James 

Dear Editor, 
Thank you very much for publish

ing our church news in Brownhills 
Gazette, several people have told me 
including friends from Australia and 
old girls from Clayhanger Girls Club, 
how much they look forward to read
ing these articles in your Gazette. 

I am most interested in the article 
on Brownhill's Col/eries, my grandma 
was a colliery nurse and had a 
surgery twice a week for miners in her 
home on the Watling Street, uses 
leeches for gathered elbows and knees. 
I could write a book being a miners 
daughter. 

Gwen H. James 

mt11111M 
Commercial Printers 

& Stationers 

"" WEDDING STATIONERY * l 0% Discount on a ll designs * * Books available to take home * * 200 designs to choose from * 
44 Norton Road , Pelsall, 

Walsall, West Midlands WS3 4AX 
Telephone: (01922) 684863 

Fax: (01922) 684863 

*NEW STATIONERY DEPARTMENT 
OPENING SOON * 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
THANKSGIVING • 
in congratulations 

ST. JAMES CHURCH collected and gave £39.30 in her 
memory to St. James Church. 

lstJAN. 
Hanah Kate, daughter of Janice 

and David Sadler 

FUNERALS CONNECTED 
WITH ST. JAMES -

in sympathy 

Great Charles Street (Church) 
4th JAN. Marion Pike (aged 77 

years) late of 4, Albion Road 
(Church) 

20th DEC. Denis Alan Hateley 
(aged 39 years) late of 32, Hussey 
Road (St. Bernadettes) 

5th JAN. Allan Myatt (aged 68 
years) late of Brownhills Nursing 
Home, Hednesford Road (Church) 

6th JAN. George Edward 
Stackhouse (aged 80 years) late of 
19, Lindon Road (Crematorium) 

6th JAN. Joan Mary Kent (aged 
23rd DEC. John Brookes (aged 

69 years) late of 12, Valley View 
(Crematorium) 

77 years) late of 40, Chester Road 
North (Church) 

28th DEC. Herbert Victor 
Horton (aged 75 years) late of 143, 

16th JAN. James William Henry 
Bowen (aged 74 years) late of 66, 
Whitehorse Road (Crematorium) 

PAINTED MONUMENTS 
The following story appeared in the parish magazine of St Mary the 

Virgin, South Elmsall, Yorkshire in May 1949. The original source in 
unknown. 

An artist who, having undertaken the work of restoring the mural dee-
orations in a church, sent in his bill for £38.15s. 6d., was requested by the 
Parochial Church Council to render a more detailed account, which he 
did as follows: 

£ s d 
1 Correcting the Ten Commandments 5 10 0 
2 Embellished Pontius Pilate and put new ribbon 

in his bonnet 1 0 0 
3 Put new tail on rooster of St Peter and 

mended his comb 1 5 0 
4 Replumed and regilded the wing of the 

Guardian Angel 7 15 0 
5 Washed the servant of the High Priest, and 

put carmine on his cheeks 0 10 0 
6 Renewed Heaven, adjusted the stars 

and thoroughly cleaned the moon 3 5 0 
7 Re-animated the flames of Purgatory and 

restored souls 1 7 6 
8 Revived the flames of Hell, put new tail on 

the Devil, mended his left hoof and did several 
odd jobs for the damned 4 16 6 

9 Put new spotted dashes on the son of Tobias 
and dressing on his sack 5 6 0 

10 Cleaned the ears of Balaam's Ass and 
shod him 0 14 0 

11 Put ear-rings in the ears of Sarah 1 6 0 
12 Put new stone in David's sling, enlarged 

the head of Goliath and extended his legs 2 5 0 
13 Decorate Noah's Ark 3 0 0 
14 Mended the shirt of the Prodigal Son and 

deaned his nose 0 15 6 

38 15 6 

18th JAN. George Lewis (aged 
60 years) late of 25, Bradford Road 
(Crematorium) 

18TH JAN. Marjorie Porter 
(aged 74 years) late of 26, Church 
Road (Crematorium) 

23rd JAN. Mark William King 
(aged 82 years) late of 55, Warren 
Place (Crematorium) 

30th JAN. Lucy Stuchbury 
(aged 90 years) late of 17, Collins 
Road, Shire Oak (Crematorium) 

THANK YOU ..... 
To the friends on the Hussey 

Estate of the late Marion Pike who 

DATES 
FOR THE DIARY 

Saturday 25th February 
Canon & Ball Gospel Show at the 

Chase Liesure Centre - 7.30 

Monday 27th February 
Parochial Church Council in the 

Fellowship Room - 8.00 p.m. 

The church is sometimes 
accused of taking itself seriously 
but the article Painted Monuments, 
taken from the Church Magazine is 
a welcome contradiction. I think its 
hilarious anyway. 

Local Business Achieves 
National Recognition 

Bell Carpets, a local company employing skilled local labour, has 
recently been awarded membership of the Guild of Master Craftsmen. 
Membership was granted by the Guild's Council of Management in recog
nition of the company's commitment to work with skill and integrity, and 
its agreement to abide by the Guild's publicly declared aims and objec
tives. This follows approval of references submitted by a number of Bell 
Carpets satisfied customers. The company is now entitled to display the 
Guild logo at its premises, on company vehicles and all stationery items. 

Membership of the Guild of Master Craftsmen offers many benefits to 
those able to satisfy the selection criteria. These include assistance in mar
keting skills and techniques, recommendations and advice for managing a 
growing business, and participation in many specially negotiated cost
reduction schemes. 

A national organisation, with members in many different trades, crafts 
and vocations, the Guild welcomes applications for membership from 
suitably qualified individuals and organisations. 

Uell Carpets 
FOR THE COMPLETE • 

SELECTION IN CARPETS TBEGUILDOF 

18 Silver Court, 
High Street, 
Brownhills WS8 6HA 

MASTER CllAFISMEN 

5%DISCOUNT 
VOUCHER 

Tel: 01543 371375 • Mobile: 0860 118035 

One of Ansells top quality pub/restaurants. 
Wine and dine in a warm., friendly surroundings. 

~~ } 

~ ~ @~ ~ 
( EAT OUT ) .. , .. ,,.,,, ,'-' 
\ and celeluale ) :O't/ 
, ltfOTHER'S , ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~#~@ 
( DAY J 

Boolf now Royal Oak Pub and Restaurant 
YORK BRIDGE, P E L S ALL. TEL: 0922 691811 
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Look the World zn 
the Eye -with 

·-·.:.;- Stylish Shades from 

~SILVER COURT OPTICIANS 
WE STOCK A FULL RANGE INCLUDING: 

e BUDGET FRAMES 
e SAFE TY SPECTACLES 
e HEARING AID SERVICE 

e LARGE SELECTION OF FASHION FRAMES 
e CONTACT LENSES 
e HEARING AID BATTERIES 

Call in or telephone for details: 

BRYAN w. SEAMAN(F.F.D.0.) 
17 SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. 

TEL. 01543 372504 

It's back to the Scout movement 
for this month's Archives entry and 
its been supplied by Mr. George 
Hawkins ofWomboume. 

This photograph was taken in 
1950 or thereabouts, in Peebles, 
Scotland. George says that most of 
the lads were then in their early teens, 
before National Service sent them on 
their separate ways. 

Back row: Bill Lakin,?. Bernard 
Buckroyd. Front row: Clive Lydall, 
Bill Challis, Peter Stanard, George 
himself, Ron Tranter and Roy 
Bares ford. 

Anyone who can put a name to 
the lad in the centre of the back row 
or wishes to make any comments or 
observations on the Scout movement 
past or present give me a ring on 
Brownhills 372491. Brian 

Archives 
Letter 

Dear Editor, 

It was a pleasure to receive a 
copy of The Gazette from an Aunt 
who lives in Pelsal/ showing the 
Ogley Hay Football Team in the 
Brownhills Archives, for there on 
the front row, extreme left is my 
Dad (Alfred Toddington), January 
1995 edition. 

I remember when I was a child 
my Dad used to tell me funny sto· 
ries about the team on and off the 
pitch. Also my Dads brothers (Les 
and Ron Toddington) used to, at 
some time, play in the team, but 
unfortunately my Dad and his 
brothers have now passed away. My 
dad's mother (Edith Toddington) 
used to wash the football strip by 
hand in those days and I recall, even 
though I was only small, what 
seemed like thousands of shirts 
hanging on the washing line. 

I also recall dad telling me (cor
rect me if I am wrong someone), that 
Ogley Hay F.C. played in the J. W. 
Hunt Cup on the Wolves Molineux 
pitch, which was a great honour in 
those days and also I think my Mom 
has a medal somewhere to support 
this. 

Having lived in Ogley Road we 
then moved to Wolverhampton in 
the mid 60's. If it is at all possible 
to print this letter I would like to say 
a hello to some old school chums 
from Ogley Hay Junior and Ogley 
Girls School, Eileen Barrett, Catshill 
Road, Jackie Day and Lynn and 
Sandra Salt from Clayhanger. 

I hope my Aunt keeps sending 
me The Gazette as it has been a joy 
to read. 

Irene Round 
(nee Toddington) 

0902 780061 or 0922 496959 

SDRDAV RIGHT OVIT 
THE TROOPER RESTAURANT 

WINTER WARMER SPECIALS ! (SUND AV .. FRIDA V) 
~~ UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND Vi\LUE - 2 x 8oz Pepper Steaks in a 
~ delicous sauce. £8. 00 FOR 2 includes chips and peas 

li35.-st ~ FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
· ENGAGEMENT, WEDDING, BIRTHDAYS, CHRISTENING, ANNIVERSARIES. 

11ntl eelelu11te 

~ MO~~ili'S l FUl/i/'N~l~'~I~;;r ~;:;~~::z~E 
2 x 8oz Rump Steaks Topped with Cheddar Cheese 

Includin Chips & Peas 2 for £8.00 
Listed in CAMRA Good Beer Guide PLEASE BOOK TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

Watling Street, AS, Wall, Nr. Lichfield. Tel: 0543 480413 
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EMPLOYMENT 
SERVICE 

,, 

PART TIME CARE 
ASSISTANT 

HOW TO BE BETTER OFF IN WORK PART TIME GOODS 
IN/OUT INVOICE CONTROL 

Required 10 care for elderly people 
and help them with toileling, wash
ing, helping into bed and serving 
meals. Previous experience is 
strongly preferred. Musi be pre
pared lo work weekends and Bank 
holidays. 

Ask for Brownhills 3289 

PART TIME POWER 
PRESS OPERATOR 

Person required 10 operate power 
presses up 10 I 00 ronnes for a local 
engineering company. Will a lso 
include blanking and single form 
operations. Previous experience is 
essential. 

Ask for Brownhills 3383 

Taking a job need not mean los
ing financial help. Many people with 
at least one child may be entirled to 
Family Credit if they take up a job 
which involves working 16 hours or 
more. Family Credit is also available 
for self employed people and lone 
parents. 

What is Family Credit? 

Family Credi! is a regular weekly 
benefit which is tax-free and docs not 
have to be paid back. It lasrs for 26 
weeks at a time, and the payments 
stay the same even if your earnings 
go up during that rime. After 26 
weeks you can apply for anolher 
award. 

In addition, whilst you are claim
ing Family Credit you and your fomi
ly may be entitled 10 free NHS pre
scriptions, dental treatme nt , s ight 
tests and help with the cos! of glasses. 

EMPLOYERS 

DID YOU KNOW WHEN YOU 
ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCIES 
IN THE JOBCENTRE WE CAN 

• book interviews on your behalf 
• issue application forms 
• match suitable clients to your vacancies 

. • organise customized training courses 
• arrange work trials 
• provide interviewing facilities 
•advertise your vacancies in the local press 
• Broadcast your vacancies on local radio or Central 

TV Jobfinder 
• advertise your vacancies nationwide if required 

The amount of Family Credit you 
will get depends on the number o f 
children you have, how old they are 
and how much money is coming into 
your home at the time you claim. 

If you have been unemployed for 
six months or longer the Jobcentre 
can arrange for your claim to be dealt 
with quickly so that your payment is 
made within a few days of starting 
work for an employer. 

If you are unemployed and you 
(or your partner) are considering tak
ing a job which involves working 16 
hours or more a week and would like 
more detai ls about Family Credit 
please con tact - Jacqu ie Hunt a t 
Brownhills Jobcentre on (0543) 
452101Ext15. 

If you have a particular job in 
mind and can call into the office, 
Jacquie may be able to tell yo u 
srraighl away how much Fami ly 
Credit you are like ly to receive. 

PART TIME SALES 
ASSISTANT 

To work on the dairy counter of a 
large supcnmuket. Will be rotating 
s tock, replenishing shelves etc. 
Hygiene cerrificate would be an 
advantage but trai ning can be 
given. 

Ask for llrownhills 3391 

PART TIME COOK 

Required to work in the kitchen or 
a public house cooking meals for 
the carvery. Will also be responsi
ble for the hygiene of the kitchen 
on own shifts. Previous experience 
not necessary as full training wi ll 
be g iven. Qualifications 706 1/2 
would be an advantage. 

Ask for Brownhills 3064 

Required for order processing 
and invoicing including despatch. 
Must be physically fit as will 
involve handling packages up to 
50kg. Must be a self starter, flexi
ble and able to work as part of a 
team. Invoices are computer gener
ated so keyboard skills are strongly 
preferred. 

Ask for Brownhills 3358 

PART TIME CATERING 
ASSISTANT 

Person required to assist in the 
run ning of a restaurant. Duties 
include laying tables, taking 
orders, waiting on customers, 
cooking of mea ls and keeping 
restaurant clean and tidy. No expe
rience required as full training 
given. Applicant must be willing to 
work weekends and Bank holidays. 

As for Brownhills 3356 

PART TIME COACH 
DRIVER 

Person with a clean current PSV or 
PCV licence is required for local 
work driving coaches with up lo 53 
seats. Will be doing school runs 
and other contract work. Must be 
aged 25+ for insurance purposes. 

Ask for Brownhills 3389 

PART TIME CARE 
ASSISTANT 

Required to care for residents in a 
home for the elderly. Will include 
general care work and some light 
cleaning duties. Experience pre
ferred but not essential. 

Ask for Brownhills 3377 

Contact: Brownhills Jobcentre -107 High Street, Brownhills - 01543 452101 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
The local taxi-firm Bee-Jay 

Taxis celebrated their 5th Birthday 
this month, the firm is jointly 
owned and managed by Mr. 
Barrie Jenkins and his wife Beryl, 
who have lived in Friezland Lane, 
Brownhills for the past thirty 
years. 

During the past five years the 
firm has grown. Its current fleet 
include two mini buses and 
twelve cars. From their Lindon 
Road Office the firm operate a 
radio linked service, and are on 
call, twenty four hours a day, 
three hundred and sixty five days 
per year, 'We never close' could be 
the firms motto! 

Bee-Jay Taxis many activities 
include transporting children to 
and from local schools, or to col
lect clients on behalf of local finns 
to and from airports and railway 
terminals both local and long dis
tance. 

The firm also offer an express 
parcel service delivery - anywhere 
in the British Isles. 

Bee Jay also specialise in col
lecting and delivering engineering 
parts for firms and even collect 
animals, with special provision 
made for this service. 

All Bee-Jay drivers initially 

have to pass assessment tests and 
are security investigated, before 
b e ing accepted to work for the 
firm. 

Mr. Jenkins spoke warmly of 
their drivers and support staff, 

which have assisted the finns rep
utation for being reliable and 
dependable w hen called upon 
over the past five years. 

Mr. Jenkins felt that they have 
been well received by local firms 

and the general public as the firm 
has given an "Efficient" and 
"Reliable" service to their cus
tomers at fair prices which haven't 
altered in the past five years, since 
the firm became operative. 

WHEN YOU HAVE TO BE ON TIME - · 
-WEARE! 

24 HOUR - 7 DAY SERVICE 

BEE JAY 
AIRPORT TRANSFERS 

& PICKUPS 
OUR SPECIALITY! 

8 HOSPITAL VISITS v 8 WEDDINGS v 8 NIGHTS OUT v 
8 CONTRACT WORK V 8 EXPRESS COURIER SERVICE v 
8 ALL DRIVERS LICENSED BY WALSALL BOROUGH COUNCIL v 
RELIABLE & EFFICIENT SERVICE GURANTEED ANYWHERE I ANYTIME I ANYPLACE 

MINI BUS 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

FOR PEOPLE & PARCELS GOING PLACES! 

TEL: (01543) 373737 
ALDRIDGE (01922) 55622 24 HOUR MOBILE (0831) 324526 

UNIT 88 BROWNHILLS BUSINESS PARK, LINDON ROAD, BROWNHILLS 



Crime this month 
(end of December 1994 till end of January 1995) 

Although you will read that 
Burglaries at houses increased this 
last four or five weeks the good 
news is that several local Burglars 
have recently been arrested. 

Burglars struck at houses in 
Howdles Lane, Sadler Road, Ogley 
Road, Great Charles Street, Pelsall 
Road and Lichfield Road, 
Brownhills. 

Thefts from cars occurred at the 
'Royal Oak' and 'Rising Sun' pub
lic houses and whilst parked at 
'Brownhills Comprehensive 
School' and in Fullelove Road and 
'Commonside', Brownhills. 

Christmas saw vandals smash 
several High Street shop windows 
also. 

Garages at Valley View housed 
parked cars which had property 
stolen from them and pedal cycles 
were stolen from Lichfield Road, 
Ogley Crescent and High Street, 
Clayhanger, (a girl's mountain 
bike - "Leways" make). 

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordi
nators next meeting for all areas in 
Spring 1995 - if it ever stops rain
ing. 

WPC Anne Dickinson 

THEN 
CONTACT 

us 
NOW 

Women's World Day of Prayer 
(Interdenominational) 

Everyone is warmly invit
ed to the Methodist Church 
at Brownhills, when ladies 
(and men) from churches in 
the Brownhills area will be 
taking part in this year's ser
vice. 

We Recondition and Repair 
all makes - Come to the 
specialists for a quick 

& efficient service 

It will be at 7.45 p.m. 

The Christian women of Ghana The speaker will be Rev. 
invite you to join them in prayer. Viv Aggett from Hednesford. 

MON-FRI: 12.00-2.30 and 6.30-9.00 p.m. Saturday: 12.00-2.30 

FULL A LA CARTE MENU: 
TUES-SAT: 7.00 p.m.-9.30 p.m. 

SUNDAY LUNCH: 

Sittings 12.30 and 2.00pm 

3 COURSE ROAST MEAL PLUS COFFEE: 

TUES-FRI: 7 p.m.-9.30 p.m. 
£8.00 Adults, £5.00 Children 
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SCHOOL NEWS .... SCHOOL NEWS .... SCHOOL NEWS .... SCHOOL NEWS .... 

BROWNHILLS COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
Reports by Leanne Lloyd 

(aged 14) 

Forthcoming Events 
Prospective parents evening for 

the 6th form is the 15th of February. 
Mixed Generations 50s-60s-70s 
music is on Saturday the l lth of 
February at 8.00 p.m. Tickets are 
£2.50. 

Walsall Gilbert and Sullivan 
Society are presenting in the Lecture 
Theatre at Brownhills Community 
School, 'Yeoman of the Guard' , 
Monday 20th-25th of February. For 
tickets please phone Mrs Jones on 
Aldridge 52970. Bavarian Night is 
on the 4th of March. Frog Racing 
31st of March. There is also a Black 
Country Night Aynuk and Ayli, 
Saturday the lst of April, tickets 
£.6.00 with fish and chips £8.00. 

David Murphy Fund 
Three year old David Murphy 

from Great Wyrley is suffering from 
a Spinal Tumour which needs med
ical attention from America. A total 
amount of £120,000 is needed to 
enable David to go to America. 
Brownhills Community School have 
been fundraising to help finance the 
trip. A mufty day and cake sale also 
a raffle at the school pantomime. 

School Safe 
In the early hours of Saturday 

14thJanuary the school safe was bro
ken into. Thieves got away with 
over £2,000 of money including 
cheques. The money taken was all of 
the pre-booking money for the pan
tomime, money for charities such as 
Rainbow House and Barnados. The 

CHIROPODY 
by ALAN SMITH. F.S.S.Ch., M.B.Ch.A. 

REFLEXOLOGY 
by SHEILA SMITH. M.B.R.A. 

at 

146 WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, 
PELSALL. 

Also available: 
B 10-MECHANICAL ASSESSMENT/ GAIT ANALYSIS 

and 
CUSTOM MADE SHOES FOR PROBLEM FEET 

Tel: PELSALL 683348 

safe was later returned with empty 
money boxes. A couple of cheques 
were· found by 6th formers who 
went out looking for the empty safe. 
All information will be eagerly 
received. 

Report by Helen Pope 
(aged 14) 

Music 
The standard of music at 

Brownhills Community School is one 
of great excellence. 

Many pupils and staff are 
involved in musical practices, such 
as Orchestra which has 40 musical 
players. Wind band and Junior 
Wind band has a total of 60 instru
mentalists, Jazz group and Junior 
strings involve 35 people. There is 
also a choir which has 120 attenders 
and a vocal group organised by Miss 
Elaine Ferguson. Vocal group has 
the most talented members of the 
choir. 

Concerts are always a massive 
sell-out, with sadly, people being 
turned away every year. 'St. Louis 
Blues', 'Hey Jude' and 'Don't let the 
sun go down on me' are popular 

pieces played at the majority of the 
concerts. A soloist concert is planned 
at the end of the term, with some of 
the most talented players of the 
school perlorming, this is also a big 
sell-out. In July 1994, Head of Music 
Mr. Rob Nunn and Elaine Ferguson 
organised a concert tour to Austria. 
After a long coach journey, we final
ly arrived at our Hotel in Kit7.buhel 
Two concerts were played and lots of 
sight-seeing tours were undertaken. 

The music department is espe
cially designed for pupils composi
tions. Practice rooms are equipped 
with recording equipment, up-to
date computers, keyboards and a 
range of musical instruments. In 
school, music lessons have different 
peripatetic teachers, many of the 
pupils are taught by percussion, 
brass, and woodwind teachers not 
forgetting the strings. Brownhills 
Community School has a link with 
local Junior Schools which enable 
younger talented pupils who play in 
concerts to have peripatetic music 
lessons. Mr. A. Jarratt commented I 
use the Music Department to market 
the school because of the astounding 
amount of talent shown by students 
and teachers". 

AVAILABLE IF 
REQUIRED 

JUST WOOL 3 Ravens Court Precinct, Tel: 

High Street, Brownhills. 01543 360082 
ALSO STONE CROSS, WEST BROMWICH. TEL: 021-588 7943 



I SCHOOL NEWS .... SCHOOL NEWS .... 

Community Links at 
Catshill Road Junior School 

Catshill Road Junior and Want 
School, Brownhills was built in 
1965, and during the ensuing thirty 
years progress has been made not 
only in the field of Education, but in 
forging links within the local com
munity. The school has 230 pupils 
on its register and a further 30 chil
dren in the Nursery, ages from 3 to 
11 years. 

Last October the school set up a 
Senior Citizens Luncheon Club for 
fifteen local elderly people, on a 
Wednesday to provide a hot meal 
and friendship. This in tum, it is felt 
helps the Senior Citizens meet the 
young pupils over luncheon at the 
school, and helps them bridge the 
generation gap and also provides 
understanding between the young 
and Senior Otizens alike. Attending 
the school Christmas plays and 
activities provides the elderly with 
a greater interest and awareness in 
their grandchildrens education. 

The school is sited on a post war 
housing complex and believes that 
apart from having excellent 

resources there in the form of an 
indoor swirnrning pool, it also has 
its own soccer training ground and 
its own football pitch. At the rear of 
the school are supero views across 
the surrounding countryside. The 
school has its own access gate to the 
canal where the pupils under 
supervision learn about the envi
ronment and observe the local 
wildlife e.g. a Heron can be seen 
occasionally. 

Mr. Peter Bispham the Head 
Teacher spoke warmly of the sup
port provided by the friends of 
Millfield School and how much 
their interest is appreciated, by 
their social and financial fund rais
ing activities for the school. 

The latest school venture was a 
visit to Birmingham Hippodrome 
to see the pantomime, the outing 
was thoroughly enjoyed by pupils 
and parents. 

The Brownhills and Walsall 
Wood History Society meets at the 
school the third Tuesday evening in 
the month. 

- -- . -.:- /-~~!Ill-~~>' ··- - --.-~--._. JJ' oXWICH D.1" s.,,J-i.~. 
•• JI a •&, ..-. 
. ·. HARDWARE m I. -- - I90 High Street BJoxwich - - JFi 

~)'.l - :;~: ~~::;; - .. ... - ::..c -= GAS AND PARAFFIN ~.~.-, - ~ .. m CALOR GAS FREE • 
-- The safer gas SAME DAY DELIVERY mlil 

- oniy £10. 50 7DAYSAWEEK • II 
El L---------' --• "· • ~ 

• 
All makes of gas in stock B 

Paraffin 5 gallon Propane bottles allli 
only £8.50 47kg £22.50/19kg £12.50 · iii 

NO DE.POSIT ON BOTTLES ~ • -WHY BUY SECOND HAND? 
Brand new heaters from -- i};; -tf -£59 • 95 Incl. V.i\.T. 
Including regulator 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ""'.• 

Plug - In 
Timers 
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l ... S1~->~ WEST MIDLANDS 
QQ CO-OPERATIVE 
~ FUNERAL SERVICE 

A comprehensive service from 
qualified professionals 

.... • .... • 
••• • .... • .... • 

24hr availability 
Home arrangements on request 
Distinctive memorials 
Floral tributes arranged 
Prepayment bond available at 
today's prices 

9 High Street, Brownhills 
Tel: 01543 452896 

1 Birmingham Rd. Lichfield Tel: 01543 416660 

Hatherton St. Walsall Tel: 01922 21808 

49 Park Rd. Cannock Tel: 01543 572644 

INFRa-ReD 
Re More 
CONTROLLER 
FOR SEGA MEGA DRIVE 

"'l&-BIT 

RCG-200 
• Extend the play. 
• Two player operation. 
• Two speed shot selection. 
• Slow motion mode . 
• Head to head double player system 

(with optional extra transmitter). 

FEATURES 
•Suitable for Sega Mega Drive"'' video game system. 
• NORMAL{fURBO shot se lection mode • SLOW MOTION on/off 
switchable • TWO PLAYER simultaneous operation with optional extra 
transmitter. 
•OPERATING DISTANCE 6 metres (20 feet)• LED light signalling indi
cation • POWERED by 2 x AA batleries (not included). 

RCG-100 
Same as RCG-200 except wireless transmitter only 

Parkstone Distribution Limited 
Unit 14, South Staffordshire Business Park 

' Hawkins Drive, Cannock, Staffordshire WSI I 3XU 
Tel: 0922-410717 
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Survey Wanted 
Dear Editor 
I read with great interest that 

Willenhall and Aldridge hmJe had a sur-
. vey to ask what the respective people 
need far their town centre's. The replies 
where - More leisure facilities, more 
sports facilities, more far young people 
to do. While I fully agree with their 
comments. I now ask, is this survey 
coming to Brownhills and when? We 
hmJe much more to complain about, NO 
TOILETS. NO BUS SHELTERS, 
NOT EVEN THE TOP END OF TiiE 
HIGH STREET HAS ANY! In 
Brownhills West there are 16 bus stops 
but not one bus shelter, why on leaving 
Broumhills do you find all other area's 
have a shelter at every stop, It is bealuse 
we do not complain enough. Also we 
have no sports or leisure facilities, noth
ing for our young people to do. No 
swimming baths, no golf course, no 
bowling green etc. Lets hmJe this survey 
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the Gazette, entitled "Environmental 
nightmare continues with latest mining 
bid". I wish to provide some clarifica
tion of the issues raised by this article 
and to explain why the working of the 
proposed site at Brownhills may be of 
fundamental importance to our client, 
The Potters Clay & Coal Company Ud 
and to the community. 

far Brownhills Town NOW 

Sill Whittaker 
Brownhil/s 

Proposed Mineral 
Extraction, 

Brownhills Common 
Dear Editor, 
May I refer to Mr. Wallace's letter 

on the above subject, when he writes of 
the unique quality and importance of 

the clay? 
Not being a geologist or a potter, I 

am not in a position to question the 
uniqueness of the clay, but I do question 
its "importance". I attended the public 
meeting held last year when Mr. Noakes 
of Potters Clay stated that 6,000 tons 
per year was exported throughout the 
world to 9,500 customers - this works 
out at an average of just over 121/2 
cwts. per customer per year or, say, 
28lbs. per week - hardly a bumper bun
dle! At the time of the meeting the 
stocks on ground at the Swan Site 
amounted to 60,000 tuns - sufficient to 
supply the need for several years to 
come. It was not intended to mine fur
ther clay at the site, nor was it proposed 
to import from elsewhere. The sole pur
pose of the application to extend the 
Planning Permission far the Swan Site 
was to keep the site open until stocks 
had been Tt11UJ!Jed. 

If the clay is so "important" why are 
more potters not lining up to buy 
instead of it lying in a heap in Pelsall 
Road far years? 

As to the 40 acres of Common which 
is being mentioned, Mr. Noakes said 
that Potters Clay "would be happy not 
to work it, but the Council want them to 
stay" - cme wonders why this should be 

DID 

SAVE TIME 
AND MONEY 

TRY US FIRST 

THE MIDLANDS 

LEADING 

ONE-STOP 

MOTOR SPA~E, 

ACCESSORY 

AND BODY 

PANEL 

STOCKISTS 

BECAUSE YOU'LL MOST PROBABLY 
FINISH UP WITH US LAST 

THAT'S IF YOU'RE GOING TO SHOP 
AROUND 

You'll find we have the largest range of products offered 
at the largest discounted prices 

AMPLE CAR PARKING AT ALL BRANCHES 

WILLENHALL BROWNHILLS GREAT WYRLEV 
0902-607876 0543-373177 0922-412103 

602640 452375 416610 

OPENSEVENDAYSA WEEK 

in view of what has taken place at Birch 
Coppice over the years, the effects of 
which . are likely to remain with us far 
several years to come, and at what cost? 

Mr. Wallace, as landowner, has a 
personal interest in sources of income 
from his Estate - which is his right - and 
doubtless will enjoy royalties from mar
ketable minerals extracted no matter 
which site is to be worked, without any 
personal discomfort or deprivation. 
Since the war a great deal of local farm
land has been used far the establishment 
of the industrial estates and far housing 
development and the area of open 
ground where one can walk freely 
becomes less and less. Let us strive to 
keep what little is left far present and 
future generations w enjoy without the 
dirt, noise and foul smells which hmJe 
polluted this area far far too long. This 
is what I regard as "important". 

Violet M. Cliff 

Aspinwall & Company 
Cunsultants in Environmental 

Management 

Dear Editor 
I tim writing in response to an arti

cle published in the January edition of 

The article referred to proposals to 
work minerals from a part of Brownhills 
Common granted planning permission 
in 1954 and a recent submission made 
by ourselves to Walsall M.B.C. in 
October of last year. A letter to 
Aspinwall & Company from the 
Council was also reproduced in the arti
cle. This letter highlighted particular 
concerns about the content of the sub
mission and the council's major reser
vations over the whole concept of the 
proposals. 

We would like to point out that this 
submission is no more than a prelimi
nary discussion document and does not 
constitute a formal planning applica
tion. Furthermore, our subsequent sub
mission would undoubtedly include a 
more detailed description of the method 
of working and an appraisal of the likely 
environmental implications of the pro
posals. Although now 40 years old the 
planning permission far mineral extrac
tion remains valid and recognises that 
clays would be required far a very long 
period. 

Our main concern over the recent 
article W11S that there seemed to be little 
appreciation or recognition of the 

o~ y OU Could Hire 

Wheelchairs, Electric Scooters, Electric Beds 
and Shopping Trolleys 

WE CARE FOR YOU, 5 Ravenscourt 
Shopping Precinct, Brownhills 

Tel/ Fax:- 01543 453808 



importance of the local clays. Our client 
relies on supplies of local clay for their 
continued existence, for the mainte
nance of many jobs and for the ongoing 
welfare of numerous clients and cus
tomers at home and allroad. The Potters 
Clay & Coal Company have been a 
valuable source of employment since 
their foundation in 1932. The company 
employs up to 80 people and all rely to a 
large extent on local clays for their con
tinued employment. 

The existing supplies of clay from 
the area and in particular Birch 
Coppice, are used for many different 
purposes, from one man studio potters 
making specialist ceramic products, to 
the large scale production of tiles and 
bricks. The clay is also used in most 
British schools for educational purpos
es. All of the local clay including those 
beneath Brownhills Common are geo
logically unique and cannot be substi
tuted with clay mined from elsewhere. 

The restoration of the Birch Coppice 
Site is an existing short term priority 
for the Company. This site is currently 
used as a stocking ground for the 
majority of clays currently processed by 
the Company. Once this site has been 
restored, an alternative area will obvi
ously be required. 

The Company understand how 
important the Broumhills Common site 
is to local people and it would not be the 
Company's wish to develop the site if 
an alternative source of local clays 
could be found and WCJT'ked instead. If 
an alternative site for the extraction of 

Shop Tel: 
01543 

373262 
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myself would be proud to put Poxon's 
name forward. 

Nancy and Nonnan Bailey, 
Brownhills 

clay were to be granted planning per
mission in the locality, the Company 
would be happy to relinquish its rights 
over the Brownhills Common Site. 
However, if alternative supplies of clay 
are not forthcoming soon, our clients 
will have no option but to pursue their 
legal right to work clays from 
Brownhills Common, in order to pre
serve jobs and the further wellbeing of 
the Company. 

Yours sincerely 

ASPINWALL & COMPANY LTD 

TD Hammond 
Senior Environmental Planner 
for and on behalf of: The Potters Clay 
& Coal Company Ltd 

Bribery 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
It never ceases to amaze me what 

lengths developers like St Modwen 
along with landowners will go. 

I only read recently that St. 
Modwen had offered to build the 
Brownhills by-pass in exchange for 
Walsall Council to give permission to 
build on the Sandhills. 

This is nothing short of bn'bery by 
St. Modwen to get the Council to go 

against people's wishes. 
This kind of package may appeal to 

other councils, but when you have 
councillors like Rick Gamble, Roger 
Collins, Ian Shire and Graham Walker 
it's a different story. These people 
fought against this proposals on our 
behalf and they will not back track now. 

CJ Smith 
Sandhills Preseroation Society 

Customer 
comes first 

We'd like to thank the four lads at 
AE Poxon and Sons Ltd., of High 
Street, Brownhills. The service and 
care they give is second to none. 

Going there is like going back into 
the past when always the customer 
came first. Today there are not many of 
those places left. 

Many of the people going to 
Poxon's are middle-aged or old and 
sometimes need a helping hand. 
There's always a free sample if you need 
one, but most of all there's always a 
smile and a kind word. 

Perhaps your paper could come up 
with an award for shops like this, who 
give service as the number one item. 

~ ~ 

Praise for local 
Butchers 

Our butchers are Poxons of 
Brownhills 

They deserve lots of praise. 
The help they give to young and old 

no matter how large or small the sale 
there is always a pleasant smile and 
helpful hand whatever you require .. 

Shops today have no idea on what a 
customer expects but with Poxons 
butchers you always get the best. 

They have the time to pass the day 
no matter how busy they are, which in 
shops today no one has the time to wish 
pleasantries or ask about your welfare 
no matter how much of a regular cus
tomer you are. 

For freshness, quality and definitely 
customer service, Poxons take the edge. 

They take first place in our book for 
value for money, cleanliness, quality 
and pleasantness, so why shop any
where else when you can get this service 
here in our hometown of Brownhills. 

It is no wonder their business has 
grown from strength to strength they 
deserve first priz.e. 

Pauline and Mauria Wickson 

Est 
65 Years 

A. E. POXON & SONS LTD 
Wholesale, retail and Contracting Butchers 

Head office and factory, High Street, Brownhills, West Midlands. WSS 6EF 
Tel: 01543 373262 

TRY Olli<. DELfQfOl15 
PO~K "' LEEK 5Al15AGE 

.EL"OTEL.S A_.JVL> RE.STA_U.RA..lVT.S .SU.P.PLIEL> 
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A NIGHT AT THE MUSIC (TOWN) HALL 
Walsall is often criticised for not 

having a professional theatre, but did 
you know that every six weeks there 
is a three hour performance where 
you can sit in tiered seats, completely 
free of charge? You can witness high 
drama, temperamental histrionics, 
pathos, comedy, oocasionally there is 
audience participation - in fact, the 
whole scenario associated with thes
pians ! 

1he venue is the Council Chamber 
in the Council House sited in 
Lichfield Street, Walsall, and the time 
the curtain goes up is 6.00 p.m. llarly 
evening means easy access to the 
town centre and ample parking near 
the Town Hall. Walle by the large }'OI'

tals, and either us the lift, or sink your 
feet into the magnificent as,ooo car
pet up two flights of stairs, looking in 

at the lavish refreshments being 
devoured, en route !o the Public 
Gallery over-looking the Council 
Chamber. 

The best view is from the back 
benches, as you can just about see 
over the £7 ,OOO gla$ security screen. 
Also, from experience, sitting in the 
front row means peering through 
glass that usually needs cleaning. 
Recently, our elected representatives 
have had a push-button system 
installed, at a oost of £18,000, so that 
speeches can be relayed through 
speakers sited in the Public Gallery. 
The problem with this new system, is 
that there is an urgent need for some 
in-service speech training to take 
place. Whilst the 15mm thick glass 
effectively sound-proofs the Public 
Gallery, it tends to remain so when 

THE PET SHOP 
53 Norton Road, Pelsall 1:r 685871 

REGISTERED OFFICES OF PETPLAN 
We are your local stockist for :- Turners Gold Medal Pigeon Corns and 

Bird Seeds, Febo Dog and Cat Foods, Denes Health Meal (in cans), 
Omega Dog and Cat Foods, Plus many many more. 

THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFeRS:
No.J Best Budgie £10.99 56 lbs 

Foreign Finch £10.99 56 lbs 
Tetramin Tropical JOO Grammes £5.99 
Comfibed Hamster Bedding 3 For £1.00 

ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 

Councillors fail to use their personal 
microphone properly, or rest their 
agenda papers on it when delivering 
a speech. Last month, a training ses
sion was held on the use of the brand
new electronic voting system. This 
will show the votes 'for' and 'against' 
a motion, but not who actually voted 
for what. A licence for not following 
the party line, or abstentions ? 

There's some of the back-ground, 
but what actually happens ? At 6.00 
p.m. everyone stands whilst the 
Mayor of Walsall enters the Chamber, 
the Chaplain is introduced and com
mences the proceedings with prayers. 
After that, the business proper takes 
place, this can be followed by using 
the paper-work provided. 

The Gazette does not intend to 
present details of Committee reports, 
instead readers enjoy some of the 
comments hurled across the Council 
Chamber during the evening. None 
of the Councillors concerned are men
tioned by name, but readers can 
indulge in an interesting guessing 
game. 

"It's in jeopardy". - "It ain't, it's in 
Walsall". 

"Sit down and shut up". 

"If you'd got a brain, you'd be danger-
ous". 

"Get a move on, Marlin Chuz.zlewit's 
on the box tonight". 

"You're notlring but pariahs and out
casts of society". 

"Silly idiot, slrut up". 

"He's an instigator of witch-hunts. 
At one time it rms against free-masons -
now, it's the police ". 

"The Town Centre's thriving, the 
shops were full at 5.30p.m" 

"Of course they are, you silly devil, no 
velric/es can move out of town at this time 
ofnig/1t" 

"Get a life" 

"Don't you dare call me Madam". 
"His aim is for the police to drag all 

Members of the controlling party out of 
their warm beds, straight to the concen
tration camps". 

"Hear, hear". 

"I'd shoot you through the brain - but 
I'd have a job finding it". 

"If there's a power cut, the electronic 
voting system won't work, so it would be 
necessary to have a show of hands 
instead". 

"Haw can you ? If there's a power 
cut, you won't be able to see the hands". 

1he next full Council Meeting is 
on Monday, 6th March 1995, when 
we'll be hearing about the 1995-1996 
Council Tax and see the launch of the 
electronic voting system. 

*NEWS* NEWS* NEWS * 
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

FOR YOUR LOCAL GROCERIES 
AND OFF LICENCE 

OPENING TIMES: 6.30am - 10.00pm Monday-Friday 
Saturday 7.30anz - 10.00pm 

Sunday 7.3().anz - 2.00pm then 7.00pnz till lO.OOp1n 



Mr. Percy Brassington, 
Chairman of Brownhills Senior 
Citizens Club is appealing urgent
ly for new members, ladies or 
gentlemen aged sixty years or over 
to come and join the club at the 
earlies t opportunity. The club 
founded in 1976 is situated in Pier 
Street, Brownhills, is centrally and 
conveniently located to the town 
centre and the club has been on its 
present site for some ten years 
now. 

The club is spacious and has 
good facilities it has a piano, and 
caters for dominoes and \'arious 
card and leisure pursuit games. 

It has modem kitchen facilities 
and serves tea and coffee at rea-

sonable prices. 
The club is open six mornings 

per week Monday to Saturday 9 
am to 1 pm, it is also open on 
Tuesday evening from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. for Whist Evenings and on a 
Thursday evenings from 6.30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. for a game of Bingo. 

The club also arranges outings 
to "Last of the summer wine coun
try" and the Derbyshire Dales, 
Blackpool and the Malvern Hills. 
These trips are excellent value. 

So Senior Citizens please either 
telephone Mr. Brassington on 
Brownhills 377603 or you a re 
invited to come to the club any 
morning and you will be made 
most welcome. 
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QUALITY ITEMS BOUGHT & SOLD 

at THE TRADING PLACE 
26 - 27 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILLS 

TEL: (01543) 453008 · M~~1·;r~g-.3g_3J·30 
FURNITURE 
COOKERS 
FREEZERS 

CD's 
TOOLS 

SPORTS GEAR 
FRIDGES 

WASHERS 
TUMBLE ORYERS 

VIDEOTAPES 

AMPS 
MOTORCYCLE GEAR 

BRIC·A·BRAC 
GUITARS 

COMPLETE HOUSE CLEARANCES ALMOST ANY QUALITY ITEM 

BOUGHT FOR CASH! 

Who's would 
? you serve. 

PREMIUM 
SAUSAGES AND HOME COOKED MEATS 
- MADE BY RAY WILLIAMS OF COURSE! 

You can't beat the taste of traditional sausages. 
Methodist Church Silver Street Brownhills 

- -TO PARENTS-- Ours are made on the premises using only the finest ingredients. 

Do your children go to Sunday School? 
Whole Barbecue Chickens cooked on the premises 

Only £3.50 - 1/2 Chickens - £1.75 
HOME-MADE SCOTCH EGGS - 42p each 

Faggots 20p each We have vacancies now 
for Age Groups 3 to 8 years old 

bring your 'children 
FOR PRIME MEAT AND FRIENDLY SERVICE COME AND SEE 

Ray Williams 
YOUR FAMILY BUTCHER 
28 SILVER COURT, BROWNRILLS. 

every Sunday morning 10.45am 
plenty of fun and friendship 

£325 
Front or 

Back 

TEL: BROWNHILLS 360910 

WE DON•J OFFER DISCOUNTS 

All windows are manufactured on our own premises 
- so call in and see our windows being manufactured 

SECURITY AND YOU ARE OUR 
NO 1 PRIORITY 

Our cat says: 

.........__ ..... ~-"If you want PURR-FECT windows then ... " 

PERFECTA WINDOWS 
White uPVC door -
internally glazed -
six point locking 

system, 'Perfecta 
Climbing Rose 

Design' 

OFFICE: 0543 275276 9.00am - 6.00pm 
1 a Conduit Road, Norton Canes, 
Cannock (0543) 278544 or (0543) 

270962 evenings 
FREE QUOTES - All Work Guaranteed 

Licenced Credit Brokers - Written Details on Request 

SELECTA 
WINDOW SYSTEMS LTD 
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r.1J TOP FILMS u·1· ··1 trllJ £1.00 A NIGHT r-
WEDNESDAYS AND SATURDAYS 

- SAME PRICE FOR 2 DAYS 

©WcaLT ~(j)J)j) \Ji~r!J@© u[lQ)Q~ 
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NOW SHOWING 
WOLF 

NORTH 
MAVERICK 

ROBOCOP3 
BEVERLEY HILLS COP 3 

TRUE LI ES 

COMING SOON 
MASK 

CITY SUCKERS 2 
WYATIEARP 

BLOWN AWAY 
BLANK CHEQUE 

WHEN A MAN LOVES A WOMAN 

A NEW TV & VIDEO GIVES 
YOU THE BEST OF BOTH 
For the latest in TV & Video - Sales & Rental -
Call into our Home Entertainment showroom today 

[t](DWD~ lJITTrn TilJ[NJrn 
l100 IBfilf W0000[2 @fil[B 

The well known Shire Oak 
School Band was formed some 
twenty years ago and continues to 
be successful and acquire a grow
ing reputation in its field, for its 
performance and accomplishments, 
the bands joint leaders and Head of 
the School Music Department are 
Christine Smith and her assistant 
Head of Music Department 
Christopher Smith (No relation). 

The school band comprise of 
thirty five pupils who reh earse 
weekly. 

They have an important 
engagement at King Edwards, 
College, Stourbridge on 12th March 
this year, when they compete and 
take part in the National Festival of 
Music, with the ultimate challenge 
of competing at the grand final to 
be held at the Festival Hall, London 
in the swruner. 

Some of the bands former mem
bers have gone on to achieve dis
tinction in the field of music, one 
became an examiner for the Guild 
Hall of Music Nationwide, another 
went to the Birmingham 
Conservatoire, another former 
pupil now teaches music at Sneyd 

O[t] ~ITT&[prn ~00[2 W[][t]tJrn[B 
Our Comprehensive Servicing Facilities include: 
Engine Tuning - Mechanical Repairs - Welding - Brakes 

- Clutches etc. Full Hydrolastic Service. 
LOCAL VEHICLE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 

WHEN YOU HAVE YOUR CAR SERVICED. 

MOT - CURRENT PRICE only £20.00 
Inc. FREE Re-Test 

WE ALSO DO MOT ON DIESEL VEHICLES 
You could be breaking the new MOT law 

EXHAUST EMISSION TESTING NOW AVAILABLE 

Comprehensive School and yet 
another former pupil is studying 
music at Bath College, an impres
sive record indeed. 

The staff and pupils work and 
strive together, and their public 
performances are a lways well 
received. 

In the past the school band have 
toured and performed concerts in 
Holland and Spain and are due to 
tour Austria this year, their book
ings are full until November. 

The Band are holding a concert 
on Saturday llth March at 7.30 
p.m. at the School Hall at Shire Oak 
"Grant" Maintained Community 
School. The tickets are £2 for adults 
and £1 for children and Senior 
Citizens and can be purchased at 
the door. The programme is a 
musical and choral one, with 
Walsall Harmonie and Kendrick 
and Jefferson Male Voice Choirs 
also participating in the pro
gramme. The public are cordially 
invited to attend this musical event 
and an enjoyable evening of musi
cal entertainment is in store for all 
music lovers, so do please come 
along and support the school band. 

Petrol forecourt ~AJID lb CG L~ 
is attended ... service ~YOUR 'f:i . ·· · (ft:. . . fr0.~ : . ~~~~· .. ~ : ···• ·• : 

0 •• ·~ N . LOCAL . .. . ~ .~.U. "1JrJJ. ~ ~ 
GAS . · 

8.00 a . m. - 8 p .m. 
weekdays STOCKISTS 4 2 L I N D 0 N R 0 A D , B R 0 W N H I L L S • 

8.00a.m. -8p.m. 15)).},fS}J Ph (0543) 373154 
weekends P'"''''f,Cd one 
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I WISH I COULD RIDE A BIKE 
~\":-.c.c. J "as 13, (many, many, 

ma..~ yea;s at;0 most kids on leav
ing~ "'anted a set of wheels. 
Mme :-as an old pushbike off the 
loca1 rubbish tip, but I was happy 
for a bit, and even my mates in some 
cases were jealous. 

In those days you did as you 
were told, so when Mom and Dad 
said, "You ain't 'avin' one of them 
deathtraps" I gave up dreaming of 
motorbikes, satisfying myself with a 
furtive trip round the village on my 
mates bike, where parents weren't 
so strict, or smaller than mine, I for
get which. 

I managed on my pushbike till I 
was 21 and then it was, key of the 
door, and key of the car time, as I 
invested in my first Ford Anglia 
JOSE, two tone, red and black, W.H. 
They were advertised W.H. in those 
days. In case you've forgotten I'll 
remind you what it stands for "With 
Heater". How times have changed. 

Anyway, motorbikes ruid passed 
me by, but they came to the surface 
again years later when my son was 
about 14. 

Always tinkering with anything 
mechanical, I realised he had to start 
somewhere and bought him an old 
Honda 50 to mess about with. He 
proudly got it going, and spent 
hours along the canal side, and on 
the local slag heap riding it, and nat
urally he got quite proficient at han
dling it. 

GO ON MY BIKE DAD 
I was working night shifts at the 

time at a factory about 5 miles away 
and one Friday night as I set out on 
the 9 till 1.30 a.m. shift, my car 
wouldn't start. 

Just when it looked like costing 

me a shift's work, junior came up 
with a bright idea. 

"Go on my motorbike dad" 
"It's not roadworthy" I scoffed 

"and anyway I've never ridden one" 
We mulled it over for a few min

utes and on realising that I could 
push it to the canal towpath about 
100 yds away and get to within 
50yds of work I agreed to give it a 
go. Junior explained the gears to me 
and came to the towpath to see me 
off and away I went. It was then I 
realised that everything was alien to 
how I'd driven for years. 

I'd always accelerated by foot 
and changed gear by hand. Now on 
a lonely towpath w ith darkness 
approaching I had to suddenly 
change the habits of a lifetime. Gears 
were crashing, engine was scream
ing and stalling, as I realised that the 
clutch was a hand tool as well, plus, 
w ith the added complication that 
one brake was foot operated and 
cine was hand. 

How I got to work in one piece 
I'll never know as we bumped and 
leapt all over the place, but at last 
after 15 minutes of unco-ordinated 
hell I dismounted with the work
place in sight. And I was on time. 
Success! 

IF ONLY I KNEW! 
Had I known what was to come 

I wouldn't have felt so pleased with 
myself. At one-thirty in the morn
ing, its pitch black and drizzling 
with rain. All my workmates dri
ving off into the distance to their 
warm beds, and me standing on the 
canal bridge kicking hell out of this 
obstinate piece of junk. With inspi
ration I suddenly turned onto the 
road and free-wheeled d own the 

OSTEOPATH 
JOHN WESTON D.O. (Hons.) M.B.E.O.A. 

at 1 Old Town Lane 
Pelsall 

Tel: PELSALL 685278 

w 
Osteopathy can help:-

Back pain. lumbago. sciatica, trapped nerves, neck pain, 
frozen shoulder, tennis elbow, arm pain, knee problems, 

arthritis and most musculo - skeletal problems. 

Clinic hours:- 10.00 a.m. until 8.00 p.m. and Saturday mornings. 

Registered with 1he British and European Osteopathic 
Association and the Guild of Osteopaths. 

A FAMILY RUN PRACTICE SINCE 1980 

bridge on the road. The engine fired 
and I was in business. 

I rode back to the top and 
noticed that the lights were nearly 
useless, and dimmed to candlepow
er as the engine revs died. I had to 
leave the footpath and run along
side the bridge to the towpath 
before I could be on my way, but I 
was out of the glow of the street 
lights and having to negotiate a 
tight bend to a narrow track my 
lights were not much more than a 
glimmer. So to obtain more light to 
see where I was going I revved the 
engine. That's when disaster struck. 
The bike leapt forward as I leapt off, 
and went hurtling down the 
embankment into the darkness 
below, crushing through bushes 
and thickets on the way. Fearful of 
the petrol leaking onto the engine I 
dived into the darkness after it, and 
locating it, swiftly pulled it upright. 
I switched the engine off and turned 
the bike round to start the climb 
back up. 

I pushed and shoved and made 
it to about 6 feet off the top when 
my feet slipped and try as I might to 
get a grip, I still slid right back to 
the bottom. 

I was getting desperate now 
because the fog was coming down 
fast now that the rain had eased, 
and it wasn't until I slid down from 
the third attempt that I realised I 
was sweating profusely and took 
my crash helmet off. The fog imme
diately lifted and it dawned on me 
that my visor had simply steamed 
up. I gave up trying to climb such a 
steep incline and looked for an 
alternative. I knew that through the 
hedge was a soccer pitch, as I head
ed for that. 

NO, I DIDN'T DO A WHEEUE 
could just make it out, but was 

baulked by a small ditch, which I 
couldn't push the bike through. Then 
I had a brainwave. I wondered 
whether I could start the bike up. To 
my surprise after a couple of kicks it 
fired into life and I was back in busi
ness. I got on, fixed my crash helmet, 
and aimed for the ditch, between two 
trees that would take me onto the 
soccer pitch. I selected a gear (don't 
know which one) revved the engine 
to screaming pitch and let the clutch 
out. No! I didn't do a wheelie, I sailed 
easily across the ditch, through the 
trees, and ran slap bank into the 
chain link perimeter fence that I'd 
forgot about. It was a good tight 
fence 'cos me and the bike went 
backward off it as if we'd hit a tram
poline, and finished in a heap of 
branches, trees, bushes, leaves and 
wet grass. 

I was just wondering if I should 
sleep the night down there or not 
when I thought of doing what I 
should have done in the first place. 
Walk out without the bike and fetch 
it after I'd foWld a way. This I did 
and promptly lost it, taking me 20 
minutes to find it, but eventually, (it 
was now 2.15 a.m.) I made it intact 
onto the towpath. 

Halfway home, due to canal 
works, I had to leave the path for a 
short spell as indeed I had coming, 
but it had been light then hadn't it. 
You've guessed it!! I got lost... 

For 10 minutes I rode round that 
bloody field looking for a way back 
onto the towpath ,till at last I got 
home at 2.45 a.m. 1 I• hours to do 5 
miles. Oh! how I envy your efficient, 
in control bikers. 

Stringer 

If you are thinking of a 
new patio this year don't 
waste time shopping 
around, we've already 
done it for you. We can 
prove we are the 
cheapest suppliers of 
high quality products. 
Save £££'s when you 
buy direct from the 
manufacturers. 

18" X 18" Natural Rivern 

£1-00 +VAT 

C.O.D. 

~ 
CHEQUE 

• Full Price List available 
• Full Delivery Service 
• Competitive Laying Service 
• Best Showroom in the area 
• Over 20 different types 
• Stockists of Wrought Iron 

Gates from £33.99 
YOU WILL FIND US WITHIN KEN HODGES 

BUILDING SUPPLIES, COPPICE ROAD, 
WALSALL WOOD, WALSALL 

or call 01543 375333 
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Brownhills 
Community Colts F.C. 
Once again the cup games 

have dominated the Colts results 
over the last two months. The 
Under 1 la met Netherton in the 
quarter final of the Staffs Cup 
and went a goal behind in an end 
to end game, but with 2 goals 
from C. Hancox and one from D. 
Watkis got through to the semi 
final by 3 goals to 1. 

The under 15a had to play 
Millton in their quarter final and 
a very good performance s aw 
them w in 4-2 and book them
selves a place in the semi final of 
the Staffs Cup. 

The Under 16 who won the 
Staffs Cup last season had to play 
Smithpool Flyers from Cheadle 
and had to overcome a very good 
side, Colts were reduced to ten 

men, but still scored four goals 
and won the match 4-1, the score 
flattered Colts but they deserved 
to win and make sure of a place 
in the semi final. The 16's also 
booked a place in the final of the 
Sportsco Cup by beating a very 
good Pelsall side, 2 goals to 1. 

The results of the 200 Club 
draw: 1.12.94, No. 286, S. Terry, 
£25; 1.12.94, No. 78, A. Wing, £10; 
8.12.94, 231, G. H ackett , £25; 
8.12.94, No. 322, C. Kraswowski, 
£10; 15.12.94, No. 21, J. Fullelove, 
£25; 15.12.94, No. 81, D. 
Littlemore, £10; 22.12.94, No. 8, C. 
Beardsmore, £25; 22.12.94, No. 
111, P. Burgess, £10; 12.1.95, No. 
220, M. Edwards, £25; 12.1.95, 
No. 384, C. Austin, £10. 

Problems in your Garden? - Contact 

9. L cMulci& Specialist in 
Tree Felling, Lopping, and Landscaping 

Gardens Cleared & Rotavated 
Hedges and Lawns Cut: All Types of Fences Erected 

Tarmac, Slabs, Concrete, Paths and Drives Layed 
Fire Logs Supplied 

FOR FREE EST/MA TES AND PROMPT SERVICE 

Telephone: Pelsall 691563 

No need to get cold - Just phone 
FOR A GAS BOTTLE WITHIN 1 HOUR e 

Local Calor Gas Agents, Butane, Propane etc . • 

K9mmn ~ CALOR 

01543 376771 
COPPICE RD, WALSALL WOOD, WEST MIDS. 

CJ PEN 

OUT OF THE WOOD 
Most of the news from Walsall 

Wood over the last month has been 
about rain, gallons of it, which has 
caused postponement and fixture 
changes on league and cup games. 

One of 3 games that did go 
ahead however was the home 
league game against Premier 
League leaders Stourport Swifts. 
The home side made a fine start 
when Mark Jones found the far 
angle of the post from an in swing
ing corner to attain an early 1-0 
lead. 

Unfortunately, it lasted about 60 
seconds as Swifts, ever alert to 
seize on any advantage, took a 
quick free kick to leave Bamford 
stranded in the home goal. 

They went into the lead on the 
stroke of half-time, but with their 
characteristic fighting spirit coming 
to the rescue, Wood were back on 
terms before the half-time cup of 
tea had settled, when Freeman 
lobbed the visitor's keeper from a 
Haywood through ball. 

Both sides went for the winner 
as play swayed from end to end 
and just after a scramble in the 
Swifts goalmouth, when the referee 
missed a defender stamping on 
Wood centre back Evans, a similar 
set to up the other end led to 
Stourport's essential winner. 

The following Tuesday the Oak 
Park side visited Ettingshall in a 
Triangular Cup Tie between teams 
from the Interlink SKOL and 
BANKS'S leagues, but went down 
3-1. 

With a fixture pile up beckon
ing this could have been a blessing 
in disguise as Wood can now con
centrate on a healthy league posi
tion, and further progress in the 
League Cup. A step !:i that direc
tion was achieved on Valentine's 
Night when a better than expected 
crowd, who braved lhe blustery 
elements, saw a weakened home 
side give a work man .lfr.e perfor
mance against in fomi L \'E TOWN 
to secure a 2-0 victory. •,..ifh a first 
goal of the season fur 5r.ems and 
another from stmer Phil 
Haywood. 

The next round sees \\"ood trav
el to Ludlow. 

The Valentine's Night Bjg Draw 
was made a fter the Lye Town 
game and results will be printed in 
next month's Gazette. 

Wood captain Rob Mallaband 

Residential and 
non-residential 

2, 5, 7 and 10 Day 
Intensive, 

VlttiflV[) T .. 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

semi intensive 
ar.d refresher courses 

Compet itive Rates 

34 C a mde n Str ee t 
W als a ll Wo o d 

W a Isa 11 

Dual Controls Members of 
DTp.-A.D.I. M S.A. D.l.A. M l.AM. 

Door-to-Door Phone: Brownhills 376301 

THE IW MDDL.t:: 0...-~K 
SiX h a n d p ulled T rnclitional 1\l es 

LUNC HTIMES 12.00-2.00 
Cltoosefrom Lunc/11ime or Evening Me11 1.1 

Traditio n a l 3 -Cou rse S u nday Roast 
12.0 0-2.00 - £ 4.95 

3-Course Evening Meals for under £6.00 

KILKENNY TRADITIONAL IRISH ALE NOW AVAII.ABLE 

g peciaQ 4 Cou1tse 

~ut1ch with ghee Qibt 
~oh aQQ morns 

£6_95 



-------- ------

FOR SALE 

WEDDING DRESS Cream, size 10/12, 
ankle length, bargain £40. Tel: 0543 
374265 

HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATION 

MAJORCA - Holiday apartments from 
£50 week, details, Mr. Day 0532 
635451, Leeds. 

C. V. SERVICES 

Wa nt to ge t that impo rtant 
Inte r11ie t11? 

CVs 
PROFESSIONALLY PREPARED 

by experienced Careers 
Guidance Counsellors 

Ring: 01652 6 3 2722 
9 a .m. • 9 p .m. 

SPECIAL DAY 
SERVIC_ES 

Daimler Limousines & 

• urur~ c'"'"= f'"'l e Family run business am 
• Viewing welcomed l:!IDJ 
• Ribbons & Flowers to 

complement your Wedding Colours 

Call f"or more details 

0922 31060· 

Accounts Services 
C.J.PETTY 
Chartered Accountant 

175 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. 
Tel: Brownhills 377686 

Auditing, Accountancy, prepara
t ion of accounts, book-keeping, 
personal and corporate taxation, 

management consultancy, general 
financial advice. The fee basis will 

be discussed before an assignment 
is accepted. 

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE 

CiAZ'E"fff: 
~ 021 789 6768 

SPARKYS 
PIANOS 

THE n'ORI.VS MOST 
FAMOUS PIANO SHOP 

PIANOS BOUGHT, SOLD, 
EXCHANGED. 

•MINI-PIANOS• KEYBOARDS 
•ACCORDIONS•PIANOLAS 

•PICTURES AND OLD 
FURNITURE PURCHASED. 

SPARKYS PIANO SHOWROOM 
HIGH STREET, DIGBETll. 

TEL: 643 8025/427 2213 
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l,l~'l'l~S I,. \T .(;. l~lJ(;J1lS 
Summer is here. 

Time to get the paint brush out aga in????????? 
NO 

Stri pping, Priming, Undercoat & Gloss 
No, No, No, No. 

Rep lace it w ith P.V.C. & save pounds 

JUNG PE'l'E ON (01!>22) (Ul!UU4 
J?t)ll A 1~1um UIJO'l'E 

r,.(i nds Jtcademy 
Oal\!a OF THEATRE DANCE 

Artistic Directors: Mrs. Ann Burford, Miss Donna Wilcox 
Tel: 01543 684446/01374 460876 

Studios at Pelsall, Shelfield, Brownhills, Lichfield 
Incorporating the Ann Wilcox Theatre Dance School and 

The Brownhills School Of Dance. 
Classes held ln:-

Ballet, Disco, Tap, Jazz, Stage, Contemporary, Modem, National, Gymnastics, Pas de deux 

Courses for children from 2'/> to adults 
T eacher Training Courses a vailab le * Production Coaching 
* Examinations in R.A.D. * I.OT.A. * l.S.T.D. * Festival 

Work* Stage School Auditio n s * Sho w s * Displays* 
* Special arrangements for c o llege s tudents * 

All major syllabus work covered 

Registered l.D.T.A., R.A.D., l.S.T.D. 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

~~'S.1.LLS ~04': 
~~o ~~~ 

All advertisements are accepted subject to approval of copy. The publishers 
reserve the right to cancel or refuse to accept any order without giving an explana
tion. 

Whilst every care will be taken during compilation and printing, the publishers 
shall not be held liable for any loss occasioned by failure of an advertisement to 
appear or any damage or inconvenience caused by errors, omissions and misprints. 

•All garden n1 a chinery 
• H i re • Sales 
•Sp ares • R e p a irs 
•Cha insaw s 
• B rus h c utters 

~e_, TEI_,: (01543) 377719 ye;, 
~.,.Q~"r ~~'\,'\> 

St .• BRO~----

No guarantee can be given that an advertisement will appear on a specified 
date or in any particular position, although every effort will be made to meet the 
advertisers requirements. 

Cancellations for display advertisements must be received by the publishers in 
writing and not less than 7 days prior to copy date, and in the case of classified 
advertisements 2 days prior to copy date. Cancellation by telephone will not be 
accepted. 

Credits will only be issued for that part of the advertisement which is incorrect 
and a full credit will not be issued unless the publisher accepts that the error was 
such that all response to the advertisement would be affected. 

Box numbers are available for the receipt of bona f ide replies only and must 
not be used for trade canvassing matter. Liability is not accepted for loss or incon
venience due to delay on forwarding replies. 

Terms of payment Nett: 30 Days: 

REG & TERRY 
WEDDING CARS [-GAZETTE-CLASSIFIEDS l 

I FREE UNDER £50 Trade Advertisements . 
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

WHITE MERCEDES 

VINTAGE CA R 

MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSER 
For Appointments 

Phone: Pelsall 682397 

All Private 'For Sale" Advertisements for Articles costing All Trade Advertisements and Private Advertisements I 
I h I b I £50 or less will be inserted FREE OF CHARGE. for Articles over £50 will be c arged as sea e e ow. J 
~ 40p I 
i 80p I 

I £1 .20 J 
I £1 .60 J 
~ £2.00 I 

i £2.40 I 

i £2.80 J 
I PLEASE USE ONE BOX PER WORD -. 

BROWNHILLS I 
INAME ..... ....... .. ......... .. ............ .. .. ................... . 

I I ADDRESS ..... .. .... ... .......... ....... ..... ................ . , .......... .......... .. ...... ... ....... .. ...................... .......... . 

! ································································· ········ 

Please insert the above advertisement in the next issu e 

Enclosed£ t o cover cost of insertion. 
All advertisements are accepted subject to approval of copy. 
Send to: Baker Bond, P.O. Box 1, 183 High Street, Brownhills, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~TEL;._; ·;.;.;.: ·;;.;;.:~·:;;.:;.-.:.::.:·;.:..:.:::.;;.:;·;.;.;.: · ;.:.;.:.::.;:: ... .:.;;.: ·~ _Wals~.~e_:! ~d!!n~ ~S~~ ________ _ _J 
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VALUE FOR MONEY 
COMPARE OUR PRICES -

YOU KNOW 

THEY WILL 

BE THE BEST 

HOW'S THIS FOR VALUE? 
Nicam Stereo 59cm Colour TV 

Now £3 per week 

Nicam Stereo Video 

Now £3 per week 

RING CLARIDGES FOR VALUE NOW: 
43 HIGH STREET, WALSALL WOOD. - TEL 0543 373207 

88 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. - TEL: 0543 373023 

. ';,) 
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