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Memorial trophy 
Residents at Newtown 

are planning to name a trophy in 
memory of Brownhills councillor 
Doug Tomlinson who died 
recently. 

"We are very grateful for all 
the work he did on our behalf," 
said Sylvia Jackson, who is 
organising a collection. 

'He was a man who liked 
people, and if you were prepared 
to help yourself, then he would 

be prepared to help you." 
Mrs Jackson added: •we 

decided against collecting for 
flowers, so we have started a 
collection to buy a trophy which 
we intend to donate to Brownhills 
Community School.· 

Anyone who would like to 
make a donation can contact Mrs 
Jackson on Brownhills 452733. 

Tribute Page 13 

Support for 
quarry scheme 

First black belts for Karate club 

Plans to declare Shire Oak 
Quarry an official nature reserve 
have been welcomed by local 
councillors. 

Brownhills/Aldridge North area 
planning committee backed the 
idea after hearing that the quarry 
was now rich in wildlife and was 
an educational facility for the local 
community. 

Since March 1990, the site has 
been looked after by Walsall's 
Countryside Services, and a man
agement plan is now being imple
mented. 

"Shire Oak Quarry is a disused 
aggregates quarry restored by 
ARC and presented to the council 
for use as a park." said a report to 
the committee. 

"Since sand and gravel work
ing, much of the quarry has 
recolonised naturally, and the site 
is important for wildlife. 

The Southall family: (from left Glynn, Shirley, Kelly and Sarah. 

"This importance is reflected in 
its designation as a Si te of 
Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC): 

Hard work pays off 

Ten sites throughout Walsall 
were originally identified as being 
suitable for nature reserves, with 
four • Pelsall North Common, 
Rough Wood, Hay Head Wood 
and Park Lime Pits - already des
ignated. 

.ALmost foor i ears o1 ha 'd ,..o00o; 

at Sh re Ocu Karate C ub "la e 
paid off for the Souiha!. fat'"' '. 

They a ttended a h o-oa; 
course in Norfolk organised b) 
the sport's national association • 
and all four passed their respec
tive gradings. 

Mom Shirley and elder daugh-

ter Kel 7 were presented with 
1he(r biacit belts WI "tile dad Glynn 
passed the brown, black belt 
grading and younger daughter 
Sarah lhe brown/white belt. 

Kelly, aged 12, began her 
training in September 1989, and 
was followed in turn by Sarah, 
Shirley and Glynn. 

Kelly and Shirley are the first 
b lack belts at the club, which 
meets twice a week at Shire Oak 
Community School. 

For a full report on the 
Southall family's achievemnts, 

turn to page 9. 

CROWN INTERIORS 
BEDROOMS 

CROWN have now introduced a 
lower priced range of flat-pack units to 

their range of Quality Kitchens. 
~-

Direct from the factory the right kitchen to 
suit your BUDGET 

Low Cost Fmance Avallable 
·Tenants welcome 

Written details on request 

Monday to Friday 9.00 • 6.00 
Saturday 9.00 · 5.00 

KITCHENS BATHROOMS 
Also available a wide range of 
Self Fit Units and Replacement 

Doors - most available from stock 
within 24 hours. 

For a no obligation free design 

=~,1~~~~\i, Ri~~qo5e43b453511 
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High Street shop on the move 
A long-established shop in 

Brownhills town centre has moved 
- to the premises next door. 

Downes card and gift shop in 
High Street has been incorporated 
into the newsagents which is also 
run by Bob and Jennifer Downes 

and their son Robert. 
"It's the end of an era, because 

we were the first card and gift 
shop in Brownhills," said Bob. 

"However, we're still keeping 
the high quality which we have 
worked on for the past 20 years in 

Getting· ready 
for the big day 

Preparations are well under 
way for this year's Brownhills 
Carnival. 

The big day is on Saturday, 
June 26 when the traditional pro
cession will make its way through 
the town for the festivities in 
Holland Park. 

In the meantime, the carnival 
queen and princesses will be 
selected on Sunday. June 6 at 
Brownhills Community School 
Theatre. 

The contest is open to girls who 
live in Brownhills, are in fulltime 
education, and who had reached 

Football 
finalist 

Millfield Junior School from 
Brownhills reached the final of a 
soccer tournament in which both 
teams won a trip to the England 
schoolboy international at 
Wembley. 

The winners of the Aldridge 
Police Junior Football Challenge 
Shield were Delves Junior School, 
Walsall. Nearly 200 pupils from 12 
schools took part in the annual 
event. 

Pc Richard Partridge , who 
helped organise the competition, 
said: "It was an exciting game with 
a close result. 

"There were many skilful play
ers who had a really good time, 
and everyone who took part 
received a medal.· 

the age of five by September 1 , 
1992 and were no older than 16 by 
the same date. 

Entrants will take part in three 
age groups - live to eight; nine to 
12; and 13 to 16. 

The carnival queen will be cho
sen from the oldest category, and 
one princess from each of the 
other two. 

Each of the winners will receive 
a photographic portfolio, courtesy 
of EE Jones photographers of 
Brownhills. The carnival queen will 
receive a £50 cash prize, and the 
two princesses £25 each. 

Martins greengrocers are 
donating the winners' bouquets of 
flowers. 

Entry forms , availabl e from 
Downes newsagents in Brownhills 
High Street, must be returned by 
Wednesday, June 2. 

On carnival day itself, the pro
cession will start from Maybrook 
Industrial Estate at 1.30pm, and 
will arrive in Holland Park at 
2.15pm. 

The organisers. Burntwood -
Brownhills Round Table, promise 
lots of stalls, arena events and a 
fun fair. 

"Last year's carnival was trou
ble-free, and once again lhe 
emphasis is on a family event: 
said carnival spokesman Robert 
Downes. 

Anyone wishing lo enter a float 
should ring Richard Hinton on 
BrO' .... nhils 452939_ To book a stall, 
ring John Lewis on Burntwood 
671816 or 671003. 

the card shop, and will continue to 
concentrate on newspapers, cards, 
confect ionery, stationery and 
gifts." 

"We look forward to seeing all 
our long-standing customers and 
welcoming new ones,• Bob added. 

Jean Martyn. 

Concert 
organist 
in town 

An evening of music by interna
t ion a I concert organist Jean 
Martyn is being held at St James 
Church, Brownhills on Saturday, 
June 12, at 7.30pm. 

Brownhills-born Jean began her 
musical career at the age of three, 
when she started with nursery 
rhymes on her parent's piano. 

She was appointed church 
organist at the age of eleven, and 
studied on until she obtained her 
Diploma in Music through Trinity 
College of Music London for classi
cal piano. 

An Equity member, Jean has 
appeared in several television pro
grammes, has been heard on radio 
and was recently voted into sixth 
place in a popularity poll for theatre 
organists. 

Admission is by ticket, priced 
£3 including refreshments tele
phone Brownhills 373416. 

Proceeds will go to the Church 
Stone Restoration Fund 

ThewI~g9per 
f Wall, Nr. Lichfield f 

ANSELLS ListedinCAMRAGoodBeerGuide ANSELLS 

S teak ·n · Kidney Pie . Lasagne. 
Chilli e tc 

BIG STEAK SPECIALS 
Peppe red Steaks. Rumps, T-Bones. 

Sirlo ins, Fillets 

CHILDRENS MEALS AVAILABLE DAILY 

SUNDAY LUNCH ROASTS 
Duck, Pork, Beef, Lamb. Chicken 

PLEASE BOOK TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT-TEL: 0543 480413 



(The Fire Ssrvice Preservation 
Group stages its 25th anniversary 
rally at Chasewater on May 29,30 
and 31. 

Supporting Air Ambulance, the 
event will feature steamers, pre
war, war-time, post-war and mod
em fire engines, and trade stands, 
craft stalls, models, demonstra
tions and displays, an auto jum-

ble, memorabilia and bands. 
Opening times are 9.30am to 

6pm on Saturday and Sunday, and 
9.30am to 5pm on Monday. 

Admission is £1.50 for adults, 
£1 for children and OAPs. Parking 
is free. 

About the Fire Service 
Preservation Group 

The Group was formed in 1968 to 
preserve Fire Service equipment and 
appliances and was very fortunate in 
having as Its founder President the 
late Mr. T. D. Barclay, who was one 
of the Country's leading Fire Service 
historians. 

The Group now caters for a wide 
range of Fire Service interests and 
welcomes into membership any per
son having an interest in the Fire 
Service, particularly the preservation 
of fi re fighting equipment and 
vehicles. Members of the Group 
restore and preserve in working 
order fire fighting vehicles ranging 
from hand and horse drawn engines 
to modern style limousine vehicles of 
more recent years. 

Group members participate in dis
plays, shows, rallies and exhibitions 
throughout the Country and the 
Group Itself organises a number of 
events where preserved fire appli
ances can be demonstrated to the 
public, The Group actively supports 
events organised by various Fire 
Brigades in aid of the Fire Service 
National Benevolent Fund. 

Technical and historical informat
ion is available from the Group's own 
library and advice can also be given 
on legal matters concerning the 
operation of fire fighting vehicles. The 
Group can often assist with the 
acquisition of spare parts, equipment 
and uniforms, and for those who are 
interested in modelling, specialist 
information is available. The Group 
has a public liability insurance policy 
to protect members in the event of an 
accident arising from the use of fire 
fighting equipment. Training is avail
able to enable members to demon
strate their vehicles and equipment 
competently. A monthly newsletter is 
published together with a half yearly 
magazine which are distributed free 
to members. Regular meetings are 
held in the London area and in some 
provincial areas. The Group is man
aged by annually elected Executive 
and Branch Committees. 

Membership applications are 
invited from persons interested in the 
aims and activities of the Group. 

Contact: Andrew Scott, 50 Old 
Slade Lane, lver, Buckinghamshire. 

I QUALITY ITEMS BOUGHT & SOLD 

at THE TRADIN·G PLACE 
26 - 27 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILLS 

Tel: (0543 453008) MON-SATs.Jo-s.Jo 
FU RNITURE TOOLS 
COOKERS SPORTS GEAR 
FREEZERS FRIDGES 
RECORDS WASHERS 
C'DS TUMBLE DRYERS 
GUITARS TAPES 

VIDEOTAPES 
AMPS 
MOTORCYCLE GEAR 
BRIC A BRAC 

COMPLETE HOUSE CLEARANCES ALMOST ANY QUALITY ITEM 
BOUGHT FOR CASH! 

TOTAL SUPPORT 
FOR YOUR 
COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES 

Who's would 
you serve? 

PREMIUM 
SAUSAGES AND HOME COOKED MEATS 
• MADE BY RAY WILLIAMS OF COURSE! 

You can 't beat the taste of traditional sausages. 
Ours are made on the premises using only the finest ingredients. 

Whole Barbecue Chickens cooked on the premises 
Only £3.50 -1/2 Chickens - £1.75 · 

HOME MADE SCOTCH EGGS - 39p each 
Now available to order 

Gluten Free Sausages and Beefburgers 
FOR PRIME MEAT AND FRIENDLY SERVICE COME AND SEE 

Ray Williams 
YOUR FAMILY BUTCHER 

28 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILl.S 
TEL: BROWNHILLS 360910 

Whether you operate one vehicle or one 
hundred, time is money, and when you have a 
vehicle off the road you want it back in service as 

• 24 Hou r Recovery 
e Auto E lec trical Problems Solved 
e Hella Batteries S uppl ied 
e Steam C leaning Available quickly as possible. 

,.....F,,,_o-r t..,,.h-e....,,,.P--=ri-va-te__.,,.,M,,,_o-to~ri=-st_w_e--:off==-e-r-,: FREEPHONE NOW • 0800 • 282973 
Full Service and Repair Facilities 

Auto Electric problems dealt with 
24 Hour Recovery Service 

BURNTWOOD CAR COMMERCIAL SERVICES 
UNIT 1, GATEHOUSE TRADING ESTATE, LICHFIELD ROAD, BROWNHILLS 
PHONE: 0543 374449 (Day) 0543 270750 (Night) 0860 747056 (Mobile) 
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WOMENS COLUMN 

A look at posture 
With the nicer weather ahead of us, our fig

ures and their shortcomings begin to assume an 
importance that many over-ride all other consid
erations. If you are over-weight you will proba
bly have no shape to speak of. Either condition 
can be remedied with a little attention to diet 
and exercise. Either condition too can be 
improved enormously by attention to posture. 

First of all, shape and proportion. How do 
you know if you are over or under-weight? Well, 
apart from looking at an average weight guide, 
there are other criteria which may be an indica
tion. Measure your wrist and jot it down. Now 
measure your chest above the bosom, this 
should be 51/2 times your wrist measurement. 
An unbelted waist should ideally be 41/2 times 
the wrist. Hips at their broadest should be 6 
times the wrist. The thigh at its fullest contour, 
31/2 times the wrist. The knee above the bone, 
21/ 2 times the wrist. The calf at its plumpest 
point, 2112 times the wrist, and the ankle 1112 
times the basic wrist measurement. 

When comparing your figure to this rule, a 
difference of an inch or less may be ignored. It 
may be you have an unusually large hip bone, 
or a small frame at the upper back that pro
duces a small chest dimension. If however you 
are over an inch out of shape all over, diet per
fects your weight but exercise perfects your pro
portions. There are hundreds of diets about, so I 
shall say nothing more on the subject here. 
Exercise is another matter, and it is about this I 

By WENDY CLARKE 
have a few points to make. 

Perhaps it has never occurred to you but the 
way you sit, stand and move, is exercise? When 
you do housework, clean your teeth, write that 
letter, that in its own way, is exercise. Just as a 
badly executed gymnastic exercise, produces 
bad posture, so too can badly executed daily, 
run-of-the-mill exercises. It follows therefore that 
how you go about your daily life is vitally impor
tant in the production and maintenance of a 
good figure. In other words, good posture in 
everything is all important. 

Check your basic posture first of all by stand
ing sideways-on. in front of a full-length mirror. 
Take your natural pose, don't pull in tum or any
thing else. Now check what you see. 

Good Points: 

Neck straight from hairline to shoulders. 
Shoulder blades flat. 
Bosom high. 
Shallow curve in back at waistline. 
Abdomen flat, buttocks normal. 
Feet straight ahead. 

Bad Points 

Head forward, neck curved. 
Protruding shoulder blades. 
Chest caved in. 
Deep curve in lower back at waistline. 
Abdomen bulging 
Feet turning out. 

Bad posture will make you feel out of sorts, 
so to start with, if your figure demonstrates the 
bad points listed above, and before you do any
thing about it, try to learn the feeling of good 
body balance. 

Stand with your back against a wall, with 
your heels at least three inches away, knees 
bent slightly. Now straighten your knees, at the 
same time tightening the thigh and pelvic mus
cles. This should force your waist to the wall 
and flatten your back. Now pull your shoulder 
blades down, not back, one inch. Lift and 
expand your lower ribs. 

Do this twenty times a day and each time, 
walk away from the wall with chest up, head 
high, back curve flattened out, buttocks tucked 
under and feet pointed ahead. After a period of 
time your waistline and abdomen will shrink as 
your muscles take over the work that was once 
done by a girdle, and you will start to experi
ence the very real benefits of good posture. 

(High Quality, Plain and Cut and loop) 
•FREE ESTIMATES AND FITTING• 
CHINESE AND ORIENTAL RUGS 

ASCOTT 
CARPETS 

GRAZING GRANTED 
Councillors have raised no objec

tion to a request to use land next to 
the Hanney Hay sewage treatment 
works, off Hanney Hay Road, 
Brownhills, for the grazing of horses. 

bell is only permitted in certain 
exce;:ited circumstances, one of 

-lien IS agriculture," said the report, 
WHERE QUALITY COSTS LESS 

SUPPLIERS OF ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS 

WHERE 
SERVICE 

...,-:;;~~,..QMES FIRST 

ULSTER CARPETS, PENTHOUSE 
TWISTS, AXMINSTERS OF DEVON, 
GOODACRE, BRINTON$, CARPETS 

OF WORTH, WILTON ROY ALE 
EXCLUSIVE RANGE 

THE AMERICAN DREAM 

10 CROFT PARADE, ALDRIDGE 
TEL: (0922) 58799 

A report to a meeting of 
Brownhills/Aldridge North area pla.-:i
ning committee said the site currefll
ly formed part of an agricdtural letr 
ancy and is located entirely wtt.~

the green belt 
"Development within the gree:-i 

-.acr added that planning legislation 
ae!inec agriculture as including "the 
use of land as grazing land". 

P'la.'Vling officers have raised no 
obieclicrl ID using the land for graz
"g ;:>1..rposes but point out that if 
::uses 11ere to be kept there, cer
tar condilions such as access and 
!eocSig NOUld have to be met. 

Function Room 
available for your 
Wedding parties 

THE SIGN OF GOOD FOOD! 
Alma's Pantry for the best in Home Cooking 

LUNCHTIME 

MONDAYS:
CURRY NIGHT SPECIAL 

Cottage Pies. Steak and Kidney, 
Chicken and Mushroom, Lasagne, 
Chilli Con Carne or Beef Strogonoff 

Freshly Cooked Daily 
THE BIG STEAK NIGHTS 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
Night Steak Specials 

Peppered, Rumps, T-Bones, 
Sirloins, Fillets 

TRADfTIONALSUNDAYLUNCH 
Roast Beef, Pork, Ch icken or Duck 

Children welcome 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL - 5.30 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Why not enjoy an early evening 

fam ily dinner SOUP, PLUS 
TRADITIONAL ROAST - ONLY £3.95 

,, ... 2 CURRY & RICE 

£5.00 
BEEF OR 
CHICKEN 
CURRY 

AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Royal Oak Pub and Restaurant 
YORK BRIDGE, PELSALL TEL: 0922 691811 
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Al\CHIVES 
Judging by the number of phone 

ca!ls I've had, last month's Gazette 
has been Jlying all around the Midlands 
as parents and friends have been 
sendEg copies to lads w,ho they recog
nised in the special sct)ool photo. 

Among the callq.f£i were Mr Allan 

Derry, Brian Pickstone, Michael Wiley, 
Denis Hinks, Ann Myatt and Derek 
Thompson. 

The year was confirmed as 1960 
and the teachers identif ied as Mr 
Watson, Tatty Cope, Mr Cooper, Mr 
Davies, Mr Bissell, Mr Morris, Mr Allen 
(head), deputy head Mr Ray Massey 
and Mrs Haynes the secretary. 

" Among the lads were David Harvey, 
(Ctiull) Wall, Ken Teece, Colin Taylor, 
Ken Wright, lvor Dunn, the Plant broth
ers, Sam Johnson, the Hodson twins, 
Al an Jones, Ken Hudson, Jimmy 
Davies, Allen Jones, Stan Phillips, 
David Harvey, while surnames only 
were Hollins, Hines, Wigley, Garrett, 
Orgill, Whitehouse and Marklew. 

Brian Pickstone of Telford would 
also like to contact Dave and Ken 
Jones. two old mates, and he has given 
his number as 0952 613946. 

This month, we thank Mr E 

Beddows, who sent us this photo of 
Ogley Infants School. 

I immediately recognised Mrs Lottie 
Rogers (nee Stringer) and assume she 

would be at the school to watch her 
daughters in some sort of parade. 

I'll therefore have a guess at the 

year as being about 1950. 
Can anybody give us any more 

R.DOWNES 

information? If so, ring 372491 or drop 

a line to Baker Bond, PO Box 1, 183 

High Street, Brownhills. 
And to conclude, Mr Bill Brown 

Junior wishes to contact Mr Ron 

Heath, who sent in our photo for March 
of Clayhanger youth football team. His 
number is 37 4696. 

Brian Stringer 

BROWNHILLS 
FAMILY NEWSAGENT 

Although our Cardshop has now moved we would like all our Customers to know we still have a great selec

tion of news, confectionery, stationery, cards and gifts, in great names, such as 

FOR 

Harris 
c·I ea n 

It's Right. It's Ready, It's Guaranteed 

Look out for our Special 
Cleaning Offers displayed 
on our windows 

R. DOWNES 

We have a superb 
range of Gifts:-

and 

10% 
OFF 

The original 
Great 
Tasting 
Formula 
only at:---

R1Jss'" sort Toys 

John Herbert Shoehouse 
David Winter Cottages 

Plus a selection of:
Royal Doulton 
WEDGEWOOD 
(inc Peter Rabbit figures) 

Made to order 
PRIVATE 
WEDDING 
STATIONERY 

Your Caring Newsagent 
46 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS TEL: 0543 - 378837 
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/-PonCI Fish 
The delightful hobby of a t h e r e I 0 r a 

Garden Pond is made so much 
more enjoyable with the 

introduction of Fish, we have all 
the experience and stock to get you 

started. Small Goldfish, 
Shubunkins, Kai Carp, Aquatic Plants. 

Jur Spring stock is now 
arriving regularly 

We have a selection of Wintered 
Fish that are ready for your 

Pond now. 
TANK AQUARIUMS 

good season 
Customers at Crock & 

Tackle in Brownhills High 
Street have voted the shop 
the best of its kind in the West 
Midlands. 

The shop in Silver Court, 
better known as Fletchers 
Tackle, came top of a regional 
readers poll in the weekly Ang/ 

f ing Times magazine. 
"We were very pleased with 

that, and would like to thank 
everybody who voted for us 
and wish them a good start to 
the angling season," said John 
Fletcher, who runs the shop 
with his wife Beryl. 

and cross-section of value-for
money tackle items. 

"There are also some very 
good special offers at the 
moment." 

John said he was particular
ly looking forward to that start 
of the new fishing season. 

"People will soon start get
ting the bug to be out there, 
and I'm pleased to say that 
the majority of the fish have 
spawned early, so it could be 
a very good start to the sea
son," he added. 

Rear of: Gardenstore Garden Centre 

CHESTER ROAD, ALDRIDGE 
~ "We've been here for ten 
t:=j years, and have built the busi

"In the local canal at 
Brownhills, there's an abun
dance of fish." 

Crock & Tackle is open 
8.30am-6.30pm Monday to 
Saturday, and, starting on 
June 13, 8am-llam Sundays. 

\'ISIT l'S 
OR PHO~E 021 352 0871 

'LSTCHERS 
TACKLE 

5 SILVER COURT 
HIGH STREET 
BROWNHILLS 

TEL: 0543 372395 

ness up from a very small 
concern to the point where 
we've got a good selection 

7~~~' 
U'e ~de de4t ~ad,~~ 
~ item4 ~ '1ftJ'U de~ 

OUR STOCKS INCLUDE: 
Middy, Abu, Drennan, M.A.P., Silstar, 

Sensas, Preston, Van Den Eynde, Garbolino, 

Sundridge and many more. 

We stock top quality, maggots, pinkies, 
squatts & casters 

FOR YOU THE ANGLER. 
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Je>~es He>me-Bre~ 

Unica n, John Bull, CWE Classic 
Wines & Bee rs & CWE Cellar 21 

Full range of equipment & Ingredients for all your 
Home-brew needs. Best prices in Town 

Drop in and find out our latest Special offers 

The Boulevard 

Al El,ECJ'RICALS 
Specialists in light bulbs, 

lamp shades, watch batteries, 
watch straps, watch repairs and 

all your household 
electrical appliances f ram the 

best names. 

Tl1e Victu.-e 113f)X 

S1>eeio~f3 m F~ 
& Peote Gettzmg 

Memories Greeting Cards 

Now Stocking:-
• Ready to roll Icing • Marzipan 

• Sugar craft Accessories 
• cake Boards & Boxes 

John1on1 Dome1tic1 
New & Reconditioned Vacumes, 

Reconditioned Washing Machines 
All Repairs, Servicing & Parts for 

lndesit, Hoover, Hotpoint, Electrolux 
130 types of Vac Bags !!! 

Henry 1000 w att Vac £109.00 
George Wet/Dry £189. 00 

UNIT 40 - 41 

·Hardware 
• Beauty & Hygiene 

• Baby Products 
• "Link" Toys 

The practically everything 
STALL!! 

UKIT 20 - 21 

I 00 11
1 of Rar9ain1 

for all the family 

Summer Specials 

Ladies Pioneered Mules - £1.99 pair 
Ladies Summer Lines - £2.50 pair 

Childrens School Pumps £1.50 pair 
Childrens Mules - £1.99 pair 

Don't walk past us, come and 
take a look at us!! 

N <>'"7" Open. 

Retailers of line Bone China.Lead CIYstal.Gift 
and decoraove Ware: including: Aynsley, 
Royal Dou/con. Lilliput Lane. Swarovski, 

Capo Di Monie. 
AfuJJ range of English and 

European Handcut Lead CIYstal 
Collectors items also available. 

Loo k Beautiful, Feel Beautiful/ 

For the best selection of-
* Cosmetics & Perfumes 

*Jewellery & Hnir Accessories 
* Bodyline Hnir & Body Products 

SUPER FREE Gift Coupon with 
every purchase of £5.00 and over 

Until 3lst July '93 

Vick '""'1' Mix - l<JP Per qtr 

.Jellies frvm - «J<Jp Per lb 

UNIT 16 
7'1.eat ~-1' 4-W-Utte a.t ~~ 'Efo.q,lu.t<f.'Uif 

Enlerlainmentt ly1lem 

Look out for Your Entry 
Coupon coming soon 

Ro.delle 'Pef.3 
Tke. 6.eof. 6e.1uw & Acu.6ae.itie.6 

cJ.f. 13u.dgef. Pltieeo 

Come and visit Betty, Bernie 
& the gang for Friendly, helpful 

service 

R. S. TJRA'PERS 
1us1 Hew. 

"""'"4'0 
SuHtHtell. .Chte.6 

Giorgio originals - Boys & Mens 
Silk Shirts - Palvini Casuals 

Levis from £28.99 

Mens Silk Boxer Shorts 
Womens Lingerie 

T ights & Stockings 
Slouch Socks 

Swimwear from £2.25 
Leaders in Nightwear 

0- 76 Years 
Everything from Christening Gowns 

to School Uniforms and Bedding 
to Boys Suits 

JUHE SPECJA..C 
lffe.ou 'BC16kef.6 £24.99 

THE BOULEVARD, RAVENSCOURT, BROWNHILLS 
Tel: 0543 361437 
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Park is 
neglected 

Dear Sir, 

I remember, when Walsall Wood 
Colliery existed, a park was laid out 
for the miners' welfare, and a plaque 
was fixed over the fireplace in the 
pavilion to commemorate this. 

The park, which was also for use 
by the public, consisted of specially 
selected shrubs, which surrounded 
two bowling greens and tenn is 
courts. 

The whole area was surrounded 
by spiked railings and woe betide 
any youth caught climbing over. 
(These rail ings were removed to 
help with the war effort). 

Children were not bothered about 
this park, though, as they had one 
of the fi nest play areas in the 
Midlands alongside it. 

This consisted of a large helter 
skelter, six leap frogs, ladders, two 
roundabouts, two lots of swings, two 
roller skating areas, a large swing
boat, a giant stride, a large 'frying 
pan (or umbrella) etc. 

This play area was looked after 
by a gardener who tended the shrub 
beds and kept an eye on the chil
dren. 

Then someone decides to build a 
leisure centre! A very good idea but 
why destroy a play area to build it, 
when there was acres of council 
space available close by. (The pre
sent small play area which eventual
ly replaced it is nothing in compari
son). 

Is there a moral here? 
I took my grandson through the 

park recently, and was sickened by 
what I saw. 

Rubbish everywhere, broken 
glass, weed-filled beds, damaged 
shrubs, a fenced-in bowling green 
(the other green was covered in tyre 
marks) and now a burnt-out pavilion. 

The plaque erected to the miners 
is still visible through the charred 
remains, and I thought the old min
ers must be turning in their graves 
over the destruction. 

I believe there is now no park 
keeper, and following privatisation, 
or council letting-out private con
tracts, workers have not got the time 
to take a pride in their work, other
wise their wages suffer. 

II would be nice to hear any other 
comments, through your excellent 
magazine, from other members of 
the community. 

A Edwards 
Peake Crescent 
Brownhills 

WHY PAY SHOP PRICES WHEN 
YOU CAN PAY WHOLESALE 

1 OVER 60 BEDS 
ON DISPLAY 

PINE BEDS 
Single . .. . .. ............... From £69 
Ooubte ..... . ... . . . . . .... From £1129 
Bunk Beds C omplete · 
vvith Mattress ...... From £189 

DIVANS 
Singles .... . ... . . ......... From £49 
D o ubles .... ..... .... ..... From £89 

SOFA BEDS 
Foam . . . . . . ..... ... . ... . . . . From £89 
Metal Action .. ... ... From E"f99 

MATTRESSES 
Single . .. .. ... .. . . . . ..... . . Prom E3S 
D o ubles . .. ....... ........ Prom £49 

DPEN 
7DAYS 
A WEEK 

CREDIT FACILITIES 
AVAILABLE. 

WRITTEN 
QUOTATIONS ON 

REQUEST. 
SUBJECT TO 

STATUS. 

Barons Court Trading Estate, 
Walsall Road, Walsall WoQd. 

Tel. 0543 360584 
BARONS 

I I COURT 
LICHFIELD _ HOTEL 

...._ WALSALL ROAD --

- WEARE WALSALL 
HERE 

Council 
Control 

Dear Editor, 

I find it hard to understand the 
scaremongering about the proposed 
leisure facility at Ryders Hayes 
Farm, which lies within the 
Brownhills ward. 

Although to create the lake and 
landscaping proposed, the develop
ers would have to fund it by open
casting the area for a period of no 
more than three years, no tipping is 
planned on the Ryders Hayes site. 

Also, as a result, the land would 
revert back to council control and 
any future of the land would be in 
their hands. 

II would settle the issue once and 
for all, and the developer would be 
able to use some of the profits from 
the extraction of the coal and miner
als to provide finance to fill the Vigo 
Gap with household and domestic 
waste, another issue that has been 
a longstanding problem. 

This would enable this land to 
eventually be put to recreational use 
and, in the meantime, would save 
Walsall Council £1 m per annum cur
rently being spent on disposing of 
household waste outside the bor-

DID 

~ . .,/' 

ough, which has a direct effect on 
the level of Council Tax people in 
Brownhills would pay. 

Councillor Graham Eardley, 

Conservative, 

Brownhills ward. 

Joanne 

is a gem! 

Dear Sir, 

Please convey my thanks to 
Joanne Taylor, of Lichfield Road, 
who found my purse, complete with 
all my cards, in a telephone box in 
High Street, Brownhills. 

She returned the purse to my 
house and refused a reward. 

What a gem! 

MWellings 

Chapel Avenue 

Brown hills 

Keep your letters com
ing! Write to Gazette 
Postbag. PO Box 1. 183 
High Street. Brownhills. 
WS86HW. 

IN THE MIDLANDS 

ACCESSORY 

AND BODY 

PANEL 

STOCKISTS SAVE TIME 
AND MONEY 

TRY US FIRST 
BECAUSE YOU'LL MOST PROBABLY 

FINISH UP WITH US LAST 
THAT'S IF YOU'RE GOING TO SHOP 

AROUND 
You'll find we have the largest range of products offered 

at the largest discounted prices 
A¥PLE CAR PARKING AT ALL BRANCHES 

WILLENHALL BROWNHILLS GREAT WYRLEY 
0902-607876 0543-373177 0922-412103 

602640 452375 416610 

OPENSEVENDAYSA WEEK. 
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VERY PROUD FAMILY 
The weekend of April 24-25 

saw a major event in the life of 
Shire Oak Karate Club. 

The venue was the Breckland 
Sports Centre, Thetford, Norfolk, 
and the event was a two-day 
course and grading for the English 
WadoRyu Sport Karate 
Assoc iation, to which the club 
belongs. 

All gradings took place under 
the scrutiny of the 6th Dan Head of 
the association, M r Clayton 
Murrain. 

This course was the culmination 
of four years of hard work, encour
agement by club instructors Alison 
Hughes (3rd Dan) and her hus
band Rob Hughes (2nd Dan). 

After a full day's training on the 
Saturday, the senior grades were 
graded for their next belts. 

Sarah Southall, aged nine, was 
first as she was taking 2nd Kyu 
(brown. ,..t- te belt). She was fol
lowed !:r1 :ie· fa:her, Glynn (taking 
bl'O' ... -r.~ .::ie Next were moth
er sr.-- a."1C eioe• da.JQhter KeUy 
Y.ho we·a :>ta e back belt 1sl 
Oar. 

on the Sunday afternoon. 
Kelly, aged 12, was one of 

Alison and Rob's original students, 
beginning training in September 
1989. Little sister Sarah joined 
soon after, and morn Shirley, aged 
35, started training a few months 
later. Dad Glynn, aged 42, was 
persuaded to join the rest of the 
family 12 months later, in 
September 1990. 

Training recommenced at 10am 
on the Sunday and was no less 
gruelling than the previous day. 

The course finished at 2pm and 
was followed by the grading pro
motions. 

Mr Murray firstly announced 
(according to tradition) those stu
dents promoted to 2nd Dan. 

Then came the time that every
one had been waiting for - the pro
motion of students from 1 st Kyu to 
black belt 1 st Dan. 

Kelly and Shirley were both 
successful and, watched by Alison 
and Rob, were presented, in turn, 
with their black belts and certifi
cates by Mr Murrain. 

The occasion was also 
an achievement for the S ·-e Oak 
c _:; s nst·uctors as r<en-, aria 
S:- :lie a -e -,e :St tNO Stuoef'ts 

:;;a:.nec ~ ::etls t..'lOer 

their tuition. 
The club is sure that although 

Kelly and Shirley are the first, they 
will not be the last to reach this 
rank. 

Sarah and Glynn also passed 
their respective gradings, thus pro
ducing a 100 per cent pass rate for 
Shire Oak students attending the 
course. 

Said Kelly and Shirley: "We owe 
everything to Alison and Rob. 

"We would like to thank them 
for their patience, hard work, 
encouragement and sometimes 
browbeating which was necessary 
to enable us to become their first 
black belt students. 

"We are very proud of our 
teachers and hope to train under 
them for many years to come." 

The club trains every Tuesday 
at 7.30pm and every Thursday at 
7pm at Shire Oak Community 
School. 

New students - beginner or 
experienced, male and female, 
from age five upwards - are 
always welcome. There is no upper 
age limit, no membership fee, and 
classes are very reasonably priced. 

FOf more information, ring 0543 
675872. 

EXPLORE 
HIDDEN 

DELIGHTS 
Walsall Wildlife Group invite 

everyone to join them to explore 
the hidden delights which mil
lions pass by each day but 
never see. 

On Wednesday, June 16, the 
group will be taking a walk 
alongside the canal from Rough 
Wood to Sneyd Reservoir and 
back, often in view of the 
motorway. 

However, the thought of cars 
should not put anyone off as all 
forms of wildlife have learned to 
live with the thousands of com
muters passing nearby. 

So , join us on our Sneyd 
Surprise walk, and the next time 
you are in a traffic jam on this 
section of the M6, you will know 
where to look and how to enjoy 
the time while you wait. 

The Sneyd Surprise walk 
starts at 7pm from Hunts Lane 
car park. All are welcome, and 
the event is free. 

Peter Orme 

Bell CarP-ets 
TEL: (0543) 

MID SUMMER 
MADNESS!!! 

- Free underlay - Free gripper rod - Free fitting - Free estimates - Free delivery 

On selected ranges 
over 200 ranges on 

display 

37"1375 

18 SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, 
BROW"NHILLS 
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Hooliganism the cost 
and the consequences 

In this issue we have a letter about the hooliganism and damage 
being experienced at Oak Park, and we can add to this the continued 
problems that Walsall Wood Football Club have encountered including 
the arson of their social club. 

We must ask does any one outside the people directly involved care? 
Do people realise the cost to us all of the mindless action some of the 
young ones of today are costing us, do our police force care, have they 
any plans to try and bring to an end the sheer stupidity, or have we 
reached the stage were our police force are that frustrated that vandalism 
is a very low priority on their agenda, and that we as a society are pre
pared to accept such actions. 

I do not believe we are, what I do sense is that people are seriously 

considering taking the law into their own hands to protect both them
selves and their property, a trend that can be very dangerous and one 
that can lead to the break down of law and order. 

But what can we do if idiots continue to cause problems 
without anything being done to combat them, if you sum
mon the police to an incident you are made to feel one has 
wasted their time, and in any case they cannot do anything 
about it. 

I believe we have to change attitudes immediately, par
ents have to become responsible for their childrens' action, 
they have to be made to pay for the damage their off
springs cause, the idiots involved have to know their liber
ties will be greatly restricted that they will not be able to 
continue to roam the area and cause mayhem. 

We have now listened to the social workers for far too 
. ~:;:::~@tr~ 
·~ ... 

long, old fashioned discipline has to return, people have to know that our 
police force are interested in combating the wanton destruction we are 
having to endure, and we have to give them our backing and change the 
law so action can be taken against them. 

Time is running out and ii will be no good the police saying they do not 
believe in vigilanties. If they cannot for whatever reason give us the pro
tection we and our property require, then people are going to take matters 
into their own hands. 

As to the problems at Oak Park, the attraction is the centre itself, 
gangs of youths can be seen there most evenings and on more than one 
occasion the police have had to attend to sort out disturbances amongst 
them, even the younger element who it must be said have only come for 

enjoyment can be seen playing cricket and football on the bowling green, 
surely the time has come when some kind of supervision for the vicinity is 
essential. And before anyone comes up with the cry what about the 

cost, surely it would be self financing if we eliminate the 
present damage being caused, or is it a case of if we 
solve the problem at Oak Park, it will only move some
where else, so al least it is only leisure facilities that are 
being damaged, and we do know were the trouble mak
ers are. 

Should the problem move to the Council Houses, we 
feel sure security personnel would soon be found, cost 
would pale to insignificant, the point being that everyone 
requires protection and as previously mentioned, if the 
authorities will not provide ii, then the general public will 

"'' ,,,) ,.. have to provide it for its self. 
···:=:tt~~~~t .. 

··,·-:· .. 
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o~~e a;a·n Brownhills, is 
e .. ::e'" ~d when we require 
so..-ci" ng to be done to 

oro.-e our town, this time it is 
~'"a~ tree shopping. While 
... e still have the pounding traf
fic travelling through our shop
ping area,Walsall we notice is 
experimenting with a travel free 
area on Saturdays in the cen
tre of Walsall. 

Way back in 1974 a struc
ture plan for Walsall was pro
duced and one of the recom
mendations was a traffic free 
area through the centre of 
Brownhills alas and as usual, 
not a thing has been done, we 
still have to risk life and limb 
when shopping and crossing 
from one side of the street to · 
the other. 

How can we expect our 
retailers to enjoy successful 
trading and a prosperous shop
ping town when you have to 
contend with the continual 
pounding of traffic, and we cer
tainly cannot expect new busi
ness to come to our town. 

Is it now not the time for all 
of us in the High Street to get 
together and fight for our High 
Street to become traffic free, is 
it not time for us to tell the 
council what we want, and the 
consequences of them not 
moving to help us, is it not time 
for the residence of Brownhills 
to demand the same for our 
shopping area as that for 
Walsall. 

A one way system could be 
introduced by using the road 

that runs at the back of the 
market for traffic travelling 
towards Cannock and using 
Lichfield Road and Ogley Road 
for traffic travelling towards 
Sutton Coldfield. The one way 
operating on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. until 
3.30 on Tuesday's, and 5 pm 
on Saturdays. 

Once the system comes into 
operation we could then pro
mote our town and its shopping 
facilities and attempt to make it 
prosperous, a place where 
people will want to come. We 
need to get together and form 
a traders association so we 
can plan the future, giving us a 
voice that will be listened to. 

Ever since coming to 
Brownhills some 30 years ago I 

have listened to retailers com
plaining about lack of facilities 
as well as lack of trade. I have 
seen traders both big and 
small open and close, but in all 
this time its traders have not 
got together to fight and plan 
for the future, they have always 
accepted their lot what ever 
that may be. 

How many of us are pre
pared to get together and talk 
about our future, if you are 
drop us a line and lets have 
your views, let us see if we can 
begin to change our shopping 
area for the better, let us begin 
to show people we have a 
pride in Brownhills, send your 
views now to Traffic Free 
Shopping, Brownhills Gazette, 
183 High Street, Brownhills. 

WALSALL WOOD TO JOIN 
THE BODDINGTONS LEAGUE 

It is now almost certain that Walsall Wood Football Club will be 
playing in the Boddingtons League next season, although it will, 
more than likely be Division 1. 

The committee would have been happier to have been in the 
Premier, but accept, and in fact planned for Division 1, as unlike 
he Ansells Combination teams find it far more difficult to gain 
elltry to the Boddingtons Premier. 

League officials have already visited the ground on two occa
s.ons and are now satisfied the required improvements will be 
completed well in time for next season. 

On the playing side, manager Micky Speake is well advanced 
with his plans, adding Graham Pierman to his backroom staff as 
Club Coach. 

Graham has been in non-league football for some consider
able time joining the Wood from Boldmere. 

Micky intends to add to last seasons squad and is hopeful of 
signing two or three players before he leaves for his holidays in 
June, but was not prepared to divulge names at this stage. 

The committee are working to improve the commercial side 
which saw a decline last season, it is their intentions to ensure 
the manager has the backing to enable him to be in the running 
for promotion, everyone at the Wood is determined to achieve 
Premier League football at the first attempt if at all possible. 

CLUB PRESENTATION 

At the club presentation on Saturday May 22nd, Dave Read 
won the Players Player of the Year, and Scott Bamford, Player of 

the Year. Once again Andy Roper was voted, 'Clubman of the 
Year' for his sterling work off the field. Second team winners were 
'Players Player of the Season', Gareth Seedhouse, 'Player of the 
Year', Chris Pritchard. Clubman of the Year, Richard Powell. 

Chairman John Sylvester presented the overall 'Club Person 
of the Year' to the Seedhouse family and thanked them for the 
sterling work they had all done during the season, he also 
thanked the committee for all they had done to help and guide the 
club through an eventful season. 

Walsall Wood FC players sing to it's audience at the presentation 
evening 
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Club plans are 
refused again 
Plans to build 14 houses on the 

site of Walsall Wood Labour Club 
in Salters Road have been refused 
for a third time. 

An application seeking permis
sion for 4 three-bedroom and 1 O 
two-bedroom properties was 
turned down by councillors despite 
a recommendation from officers to 
approve the scheme. 

The two previous applications 
were refused "on the grounds of 
over intensive development", a 
report to Brownhills/Aldridge North 
area planning committee stated. 

"The new application again pro
poses a central cul-de-sac, some 
54 metres long," the report added. 

"An access to the play area at 
the rear has been provided from 
the head of the cul-de-sac. Eleven 
dwellings would have two parking 
spaces within their own plots and 
the other three have two spaces 
each immediately adjacent.• 

Offices 
approved 

A planning application for 
installation of a mezzanine floor 
to create additional office 
accommodation and alterations 
to elevations and an external 
staircase at Leigh Interests, 
Lindon Road, Brownhills was 
approved by Brownhills/Aldridge 
North area planning committee. 

The report said that the number 
of proposed houses had been 
reduced from 17 to 14, changed 
them from terraced to semi
detached and set them back into 
the site, giving a "slightly more 
spacious feel to the scheme". 

But committee chairman Roger 
Collins successfully proposed that 
the application be refused. 

·"I feel that it is still over intensi
fication of the site and constitutes 
a fairly high number of properties," 
he said. 

Councillor Collins added that 
the scheme was not in keeping 
with the character of the surround
ing area. 

Councillor Rick Gamble remind
ed the committee that 23 proper
ties were originally proposed for 
the site. 

"This could be a really nice site 
if they developed it properly," he 
said. "I feel 12 houses 1.ouki t>e 
the maximum number it cou d 
take. 

"To inflict more traffic on that 
road would be a poor policy deci-
sion." 

However Councillor 
Graham Walker said he would not 
support the proposal to refuse the 
application because a proposed 
development approved for Castle 
Street, Clayhanger meant 60 hous
es being "crammed in like a shanty 
town". 

• An application to convert liv
ing accommodation at the 
Waterside Inn , Wilkin Road, 
Brownhills into a bar, toilets and 
bottle store was approved. 

OSTEOPATH 
JOHN WESTON D.0. (Hons.) M.B.E.O.A. 

at 1 Old Town Lane 
Pelsall 

Tel: PELSALL 685278 

Osteopathy can help:-

Back pain. lumbago. sciatica. trapped nerves. neck pain. 
frozen shoulder, tennis elbow. arm pain , knee problems, 

arthritis and most musculo - skeletal problems. 

Clinic hours:- 10.00 a.m. until 8.00 p.m. and 
Saturday mornings. 

Registered with the British and European Osteopathic 
Association and the Guild of Osteopaths. 

A FAMILY RUN PRACTICE SINCE 1980 

A Teddy Bear's Picnic at Shire 
Oak Park and a Wild About 
Flowers afternoon at Clayhanger 
are among the events lined up this 
summer under Walsall Leisure's 
Discover Your Countryside pro
gramme. 

Covering a range of activities, 
walks and talks, the schedule fea
tures events aimed at helping peo
ple to enjoy and discover more 
about the local countryside. 

There is also a Kids in the 
Countryside holiday events pro
gramme for children aged seven to 
16 to have a go at such activities 
as making kites, sailing and learn
ing crafts like weaving and dyeing. 

Most of Walsall's country parks 
and nature reserves are industrial 
relics, having been used in the 
past for quarrying sand and grav
el, limestone, ooaJ mining Of siting 
· ronworks and canals in !ne 18lh 
and l9th c:entunes. 

Some of the 1.-al.<s wal highfight 
this industrial history as part of 
Industrial Heritage Year. 

In conjunction with the summer 
programme, there is a Discover 
Your Countryside competition, with 
free tickets to Walsall Illuminations 
as prizes. 

"There are loads of things on 
offer this summer for people to do 
on a trip out to the local country
side," said Liz Stuffins from 
Countryside Services. 

"Pick up a newsletter in your 
local library - the events pro
gramme is in the middle pages. 

"We are very k een to show 
people just some of the enjoyable 
aspects of Walsall's countryside, 
so come along to our events, or 
plan a trip out with one of our 
many leaflets." 

The events programme is also 
available from the Leisure 
Services reception at the Civic 
Centre in Walsall , or from 
Countryside Rangers at 
Chasewater, Clayhanger Common 
and Park Lime Pits. 

For more information, tele
phone 0543 374782. 

SUMMER EVENTS 
June 

Thursday, June 3: Selection 
Box. Various Kids in the 
Countryside activities. Advance 
booking essential: 0922 722668. 

Sunday, June 6: Beacon (Half 
of the) Way. Certificates for those 
who complete the nine miles, with 
return transport available. 
Advance booking essential: 0543 
374782. 

Tuesday, June 8: Discover 
Hay Head Wood guided walk. 
Advance booking essential: 0922 
722668. 

Thursday, June 10: Teddy 
Bears' Picnic for children aged 
three to five. Advance booking 
essential: 0543 452223. 

Sunday, June 13: Ramble 

Round circular walk with a stop-off 
at Walsall's Country Fair. Advance 
booking essential: 0922 722668. 

Monday, June 14: Crew-a
Canoe. Advance booking essen
tial: 0543 452223. 

Wednesday, June 16: Crew-a
Canoe 

Thursday, June 17: Magical 
Earth Capers at Clayhanger. 
Advance booking essential: 0543 
374782. 

Sunday, June 20: Wild About 
Flowers. Advance booking essen
tial: 0543 374782. 

Sunday, June 27: Sun 
Spotting at Park Lime Pits, IOam to 
lpm. No booking required. Details: 
0922 406411 after 7pm. 

STATION TRAVEL 
12 and 16 Seater Mini Buses 

AIRPORTS · BLACKPOOL LIGHTS 
DAY OUT · NIGHT CLUBS 

SHORT AND LONG DISTANCES 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

WHY DELAY PHONE TODAY 
ON 0543 372191 

MOBILE 0831 535775 
OR CALL AT 

209 WATLING STREET, BROWNHILLS, WALSALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WS8 7JU 

PERSONAL SERVICE GUARANTEED 
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In memory of Councillor Doug Tomlinson 
In my opinion , Councillor 

Doug Tomlinson did not have the 
recognition that he so rightly 
deserved. He was a good man, a 
good counc illor and a good 
friend. 

Doug believed in and enjoyed 
his work. If he made a promise, 
he would keep his word. He has 
done a lot for the Brownhills area 
and the people of Brownhills. 

He was a man of honour and 
liked to speak his mind. 

As secretary of the Avenues 

House 
• given 

go-ahead 
A proposed four-bedroom 

detached house on Phase 3 of the 
Mayfields development at Albutts 
Road, Brownhills was given plan· 
ning permission despite objections 
from nearby residents. 

Councillors were told in a report 
that two previous planning appli
cations, for a bungalow and a 
detached house, on the same site 
had been refused because of 
insufficient access to the main 
road. 

However, the present applica
tion involved creating an access 
from a proposed extension to 
Blithfield Road currently being 
constructed, the report added. 

"The recently approved resi
dential development at the rear of 
Albutts Road include an extension 
to the Blithfield Road which the 
proposed dwelling would use for 
access. This situation is accept
able," it added. 

"Regarding the objections, all 
the council's minimum space 
around dwellings standards are 
exceeded and I do not consider 
that the proposed dwelling would 
detrimentally affect the amenities 
of the Pear Tree Lane properties to 
any extent which would warrant 
refusal." 

* Planning permission was 
given to erect a brick-built car port 
fronting an existing timber garage 
at 28 Seeds Lane, Brownhills. 

Appeal won 
A planning application 

refused by Walsall Council for a 
loft conversion at a bungalow in 
Castle Hill Road, Stonnall has 
been reversed by the 
Department of the Environment 
following an appeal. 

Residents Association, I can 
say, from past experience, that 
Councillor Tomlinson has 
worked very hard on our behalf. 
He will be sadly missed. 

Doug was 22-carat gold, and 
there will never be another like 
him again. It was an honour to 
have known him. 

It was through Doug's hard 
work and inspiration that our 
association is still going strong, 
and we thank him wholeheart
edly. Without Doug's encourage-

ment, we would n ot have 
achieved what we have today. 

Our thoughts are also with his 
wife Ann. Quoting Doug himself: 
"Behind every good man, there 
is always a good woman". 

We will never forget you 
Doug. 

From all the committee mem
bers. 

Mrs Patricia Ann Davies, 
Secretary, Avenues 
Residents Association. Doug Tomlinson. 

Clayhanger housing estate is 
creating a real buzz! 

New houses about to be built at 
Clayhanger might come with an extra 
feature - the hum of an electricity sub
station. 

Planning officers considering the 
sale of a plot of councilowned land in 
Clayhanger Lane to the house builders 
reported a "constant monotone hum" 
which could be heard clearly up to at 
least 50 metres away. 

The council plot, which covers just 
over haH an acre, together with a larg
er site owned by JS Bloor (Tamworth) 
Ud, are earmarlced for more than 200 
houses. 

But the officers a re concerned 
aoout the electricity stbstaOOn being so 
cbse lo the new eslale. 

"The sub-station unoouoted.y 
be an incongruous and unsi ghtly 
neighbour to the proposed housing 
development ," sa id a report to 
Brownhills/Aldridge North area plan
ning committee. 

"The compound is relatively large 
with a surrounding pallisade fence that 
allows clear views over a typical collec-

lion of small buildings and technical 
structures. 

"A constant monotone hum from 
the site can be heard clearly up to at 
least 50 metres away, and therefore is 
audible f rom anywhere within the 
council's site. 

"This SO-metre range also extends 
over part of the site subject to Bloors' 
current planning application." 

Solutions being considered include 
earth mounding around the sub-station 
and double glazing on nearby houses. 

The officers admit that the council 
could be left owning a site with "limited 
development potential, severely con
strained by the proximity of the sub
station". 

The committee supported the prin
ciple of selling the land to Bloors. 

~~~------------- - ---~· 

'f6'01G:'J;(;'fiH'l§~i'llllfl[i!il:;},:,,:~ 
Discount with this 

Voucher 
AT 

Brownhills Market 
on Tuesdays 

or Tel: Gordon on 

0543 360362 

!lt ®lbe Bilkin 3Jnn 
& l\tstaurant 

Hednesford Road, Brownhills 

ORDER 2 BAR MEALS 
GET 1 FREE 

r------------------------~ 
I Anyone ordering 2 Bar Meals will get the least expensive I 
I FREE OF CHARGE - with this Advertisement I 
I Monday - Saturday Lunch - 12 - 2.00 p.m I 
I Tuesday - Friday Evening - 7 .00 - 8.30 p.m I 
I Please hand in this Advertisement at the Bar I 
I VALID UNTIL 30th JUNE 1993 I 
L------------------------~ 

WEDDING '93 
We will provide a Wedding Reception accommodating 

SO people, with 4 course meals including wine and flower 
arrangements at £10.50 a head 

Cakes available to order 

For Bookings 
Telephone 

0543 371193 
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It was Spring in Prinrose Valley when Mr and Mrs B. Rabbit moved into 11leir newly made burrow 
with their twillS Robert and Rosy. The Rabbtt family had moved from 'Field Edge' because farmer 
Jessal had pulled up more hedges and made two small fields into one big one to make ploughing and 
harvesting easier. 

Sad at first. the rabbits were now thrilled with their new home. Primrose Valley nestled between a 
group of small h~ls, to one side of the burrow's entrance stood bluebeUs tall and fragrant, to the other, 
a low clump of delicate yellow primroses. When the family arrived, a little bird called Bomy flew down 
and settled on a low branch opposite their new home. "Welcome to Primrose Valey" she chirped i 
~I call and sing for you every morning ff you would ike thar. "Oh yes please· said Mrs Rabbit. "Yes. 
Yes ple&S'!" ~ the ex~ted twins. From ~ top of the same tree. Buffy, a grey squirrel was 
already using hlS vantage point to cirect Mr Rabbit to the nearest and tastiest greens and roots for 
the family's tea "Can we explore please ITUTVl1)'. please" said the twins. Mrs Rabbi! smiled "There 
will be plenty of time to explore Later. f need you two to help me collect some nice soft dry grass for 
our beds, we shall make our burrow comlor1able. !hen you may go and play". 

Rosy and Robert, Huffy white tais bobbing. hopped along. behind them, "Be careful, don't go too 
far away'. called anxious Mrs Rabbit i>oni wotr{', said Belly bullerily who had been resting on a 
nearby blade of grass, "I will Hutter by and walch twn tor yo.?. She lapped her brightly coloured 
wmgs and set off. Soon she saw the twins, they had oolec:Ed a laige bu'de ol cr.ed grasses which 
they were trying to pile up while they c:olleded more tu a ~ ae breeze would wait until 
Robert and Rosy had fashioned their coleciiori no a ..a ~. 11a1 ~ :-. ...mng"" grass 
in all directions so the twins had to slart al over again. Al irsl l>e) 33 hll:Vf ii ...,. am sl2tled 
to giggle, which had only encouraged the mischievous bl1!eze lo d> I nire tu - tie J* -
wearing a llttle thin. ·1 know. I'll sit on It while you collec1 some more' sail Rasy Olm> n ~ ~ 
mosl of the work, and It will take twice as long". said a cross Robert. "Whal M! 1-1 IS SCCl!ltiln; a: 
put ii in. You hold onto it for now while I look for somelhing". Robert _,.. all m l>e cilec:kJ:: ol a 
deep dilch, Rosy flopped down on top of the grass, It was soft and c:anlonat>le and smell .....c. s::e 
raised her head just in time to see Robert's tai cisappear into the cilc:h. 

It was cool at the bottom of the ci1ch and a ittte damp. Robert cidn'I mind• was liaan!dWCl IClts 
of interesting things humans had thrown away. His mother had lold IWn not lo lcu:tl am lo ia!ep 
away, but they looked hannless enough just lying there, so he went lo invesigale. A lin can lay 
open in front of him, there was sometting at the bollom. what was ii? He got a itlle closer saewr.g 
his eyes up trying to see, his nose began lo !witch attracted to the smel coming from the li'l, he 
pushed his nose in, couldn't reach, he pushed a little harder, no use. another push, then he tried to 

I 

An Evening of Music 
by International Concert Organist 

JEAN MARTYN 
at the Yamaha EL. 90 Organ 

SATURDAY 12th JUNE at 7.30pm 
at St James Church, Brownhills 

Ad . . b r· k t £3 00 ( including ) ffilSSIOn y IC e : . refreshments 

Proceeds to the Church Stone Restoration Fund 
Tel: (0543) 373416 

get his head CIA. he was stuck! The only air came through a small hole in the base, he started to 
pane. he <Xll**>"t see, he had to get back lo Rosy, she would help him. 

Rosy, Y1t10 nad dazed olf was awakened by a tickfing sensation lo the end of her nose, tt was 
Betty buttetly. i d>n"t wanl lo play' said the sleepy bunny, Betty fluttered right by Rosy's ear, and 
shouted as loud as she coUd. "Robert IS in trouble, lollow me". Rosy jumped up and followed Betty 
to the di~ wtiere her broiler. was struggling to get free, but now his legs had become entangled in 
some twine and he was gdK>g weak. hardy able to breathe. •t will fetch more help" said Betty 
immedately flySigoll IDwards lbe-in Pmvose Valley. 

f'.IOSY. was by OOH at .... baacm ol lhe ~ ~ her twin saying. '1>on't cry. I will pull this 
horrid thing off ~ head". She got t"*1 cl the can wit> al ku paws and rocked back. It was no 
u~. she just ~Ded Robert ~ her "Try lo cig llO"" ~ ., ~ I "d pul again" she called. Robert 
In~, but the twine stopped twn. fn despetaion Rosy tried lo bite at the bn, but even her big strong 
white teeth could not make a hole in it... Just !hen she heanl - SCU1)'ing in the hedge alongside the 
ditch, Buffy the squirrel leapt down beside them, Mr & Mrs Rabbit appeared at lhe top of the dilch 
quickly they hopped down. Mr Rabbit gripped Robert firmly around the middle while wilh all hi~ 
~trength Buffy pulled at th~ .can, 'one, two. three heave' shouted the squirrel, it move'd, jusl a bit. 
One. two lhree.hea.ve again, they t~ and pulled, 'again - one two three heave'. Buffy fell back
wards the can 1n hlS paws, Mr Rabbit had already started gnawing at the twine around his son's 
paws'. helped by BoMy who had flown down. Mrs Rabbit was cradling her son's head saying, "Oh, 
you s~. naughty da~ing little rabbit, what have I told you time and time again"_ Rosy was laughing 
and crying all at the same time. 

Once the twine was removed, the little group made their way back to the burrow in Primrose val
.., Bl;!ly. Betty and Bonny stayed to lea. 

"'<ow vou know why Mummy 
knows :ies1 a~ i~ s you not to 
1oucr." 7!111/tf s:z:lb!!j a - Mrs 
'lla:lt. 

'E"'1I :x ~ ...... 
:langerocs °""" at. ::15-
ues can get -zsr .-.a ;a ~ 
lened Rob-e<I. 1 OXl ~· saa Mr 
Rabbit shalcing his heac 'So» fll 
them jusl d>" he sigtiei 

s -c -K DISCOUNT 
THE DISCOUNT STORE 

WITH A WHOLE LOT MORE! SPECIAL OPENING 
PINE SPECIALISTS IN:-

coat racks, biscuit barrels, spice racks, pine shelves, 
bookcases, plus much, much more 

GARDENING EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE 
AVAILABLEINCLUDJNG:-

Patio tables, chairs, relaxers, garden beds, plus much, much more 
Full range of quality China on display and a 

fantastic range of children's toys available 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon to Sat 9 am-5.30 pm. Sun 9 am - 4 pm 
Alfa House, Boatmans Lane, Walsall Wood 

(side of Barons Court Hotel) 
TEL: MOBILE 0836 288587 



Clayhanger narrowly missed 
reaching the final of the Grey 
Matter Quiz. 

After beating six other teams 
in the Brownhills heat, the 
Clayhanger team finished fifth in 
the second round, which saw 
the first four teams go through 
to the final. 

Runners-up in the Brownhills 
heat, held at Waine House, High 
Street, were Catshill Centre. 

The result of the final was: 
1 st Elmore Row Hopefuls 
(Bloxwich Central), 2nd St 
Chads (Beechdale), 3rd Flower 
Power (Pheasey), 4th The 
Brains (Shelfield). 

Organised by the borough 
council, the Grey Matter Quiz 
was held to celebrate the con
tribution to community life by the 
over-60s and to mark the 1993 
European Year of the Elderly, 
as well as launch the Life Alert 
cards. 

"This has been a successful 
event, and it is hoped there will 
be further local quizzes in the 
future run by Brownhills neigh
bourhood community officers," 
said Brenda Dyass, who helped 
organise the Brownhills heat. 
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-CHURCH NEWS--
Clayhanger Methodists 

Clayhanger Methodist Ladies 
Good Companions celebrated their 
40th anniversary in the church with 
a musical medley given by Pelsall 
Junior School choir and orchestra 
under the leadership of Mrs June 
Davenhill.Mrs Joyce Craddock 
presided. 

The singing and music was 
delightful, and the large congrega
tion enjoyed every minute of it as 
well as the reunion of past mem
bers of Clayhanger Girls Club, which 
met at the chapel from 1932 to 
1967. 

The church was decorated with 
lovely flower arrangements, one by 
Miss Helen Dunn. 

After the service, refreshments 
were served by Good Companions 
to enable everybody to meet and 
recall the many happy years they 
had met in Clayhanger Methodist 
Hut. 

Good Companions met in 
Clayhanger Methodist Hut for their 
fortnightly meeting. 

The speaker was Mrs Nancy 
Rhodes from Walsall Wood. 
Refreshments were served by Mrs 
Mavis Allport and Mrs May 

Stockhall. 
The ladies from Clayhanger 

Methodist Church are well known 
over the years for their work in the 
area under the leadership of their 
organising secretary, Gwen James, 
and supporting her in everything 
she plans to bring happiness to oth
ers. 

With support from the ladies and 
the residents committee at the 
Homestead residential home, £80 
was raised to pay for a coach to 
take 18 residents and six care assis
tants to Ammerton Farm. 

Some of the residents 
had not been out for many months, 
the pleasure it gave them, looking at 
the countryside from the window of 
the coach, wandering around the 
farm (five residents were in wheel
chairs), looking at animals and birds 
rescued from the wilds, gave them 
untold pleasure. 

The visit was crowned with a 
lovely farmhouse tea, all home
made and served in an old barn 
used as a tea room. 

What a wonderful, caring job 
these care assistants do for us resi
dents. Those who never have a visi
tor rely upon them for friendship 
and affection. 

The residents committee would 
like all pensioners living in 

Brownhills to know the offer is still 
open for two pensioners to have 
lunch on a Sunday at the 
Homestead free of charge. 

Christians In Sport 

The monthly prayer and praise 
service at St James Church will be 
led on Sunday, June 13 at 6.30pm 
by Christians In Sport. 

Men and women from across the 
sporting spectrum will share how 
their faith has been a help, comfort 
and inspiration in their lives. 

Speaker for the evening will be 
ex-Wolves star Derek Jefferson, 
who is now a qualified FA coach and 
earlier this year established Football 
Pursuits, a footballing outreach to 
youngsters. 

If you have an interest in sport, 
either as a competitor or spectator, 
or if you want to know more about 
the Christian faith, then you are cor
dially invited to attend. 

Send your church news 
to The Editor, Brownhil/s 
Gazette, c/o Baker Bond, 
183 High Street, 
Brownhills, WS8 6HW. 

Spring & Summer Motoring 
If you're out and about this year 

then make sure your car gets you 
~~1~~-~ . to where you want to go! 

NOW IS THE TIME TO GET 
YOUR CAR INTO SHAPE 

Our Comprehensive 
Servicing Facilities 

include: 

MOT - CURRENT PRICE Engine Tuning· Mechanical Repairs 
Welding - Brakes · Clutches etc. 

Petrol forecourt 
is attended service 

Open 
8.00 a.m.·8 p.m. weekdays 
8.00 a.m. ·8 p.m. weekends 

£20.00 
Inc. FREE Re-Test Full Hydrolastic Service 

We are authorised to 
Test Diesel Vehicles 

Local Vehicle collection and delivery 
service when you have your car 

serviced 

8 YOURLOCAL 
' GAS 
STOCKISTS 

1511.f.fS tJ 

Anchor Garage Ltd 
42 LINDON ROAD, BROWNHILLS 

Phone(0543)373154 
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Brownhills 
Community School 
Seven pupils and three adults 

flew from Birmingham lo New 
York's JFK Airport in April for a 20-
day USA exchange programme. 

Their hosts were the pupils and 
staff of Tamanend Middle School, 
Nr Warrington, Philadelphia in the 
state of Pennsylvania. 

The Brownhills pupils accompa
nied their American counterparts 
into their daily classes on some 
days, and on others went on trips 
to Washington, New York, 
Philadelphia and local places of 
interest. 

The American students will be 
here in June for their exchange 
experience. 

For the trip to New York, the 
pupils were up at 5.30am to catch 
a coach to New York at 6.45am. 
After a 15-minute wait, they 
boarded the open-top ferry for 
Liberty Island. 

The ferry stopped briefly at Ellis 
Island where the immigrants land
ed in the 1920s, then on to Liberty 
Island. Leaving the ferry, the 
pupils joined the queue for the 

statue and cfimbed the 359 steps 
inside. 

After lunch, the coach took the 
party on a grand tour of New York 
and a visit to the United Nations 
building, followed by Fifth Avenue, 
Time Square, the Hard Rock Cafe 
an·d the South Street sea port 
before returning to Tamanend. 

German exchange 

Twenty-two pupils from 
Brownhills Comprehensive and 
Shire Oak Schools stayed with 
families in Braunschweig from April 
14 to 27. 

They learned what it was like to 
get up regularly at 6.30am to be at 
school one hour later. 

Al school, the English pupils 
approved of 45-minute lessons, 
the "continental day" finishing 
about lpm, the frequent breaks 
and the cancelling of lessons at 
the last moment - but were not so 
keen on the style of teaching or the 
grading system. 

It was very interesting to go to 

WEST MIDLANDS CO-OPERATIVE 

Funeral Services 

WEST MIDLANDS m 

A 24 hour personar 
service for the 

arrangement of 
funerals (in the 
privacy of your 

own home ·f 
required. 

9 High Street, 
Brownhills 

Tel: 
0543 452896 

ALSO AT: 
26 Tamworth Street , Lichfield 
Hatherton Street, Walsall 
49 Park Road, Cannock 

Tel: 0543 416660 
Tel: 0922 21808 

Tel: 0543 572644 

People who care 

This landmark rang a bell for Brownhills Community School 
students on their American visit. 

Berlin, while the Harz mountains 
and the beautiful town of Goslar 
also made a deep impression. 

The German pupils will be in 
Brownhill in October. 

21 st birthday 

Calling all Taylors, Lakins, 
Smiths etc. 

There are still tickets left for the 
school's 21st-birthday party for all 
ex-pupils on September 18. 

Tickets are £3 each. 
Please contact Mr Powell at 

Brownhills Community School, 

Deakin Avenue, Brownhills, tel 
452886. 

Photographs needed 

Could you please let us have a 
copy of any degree awards/certifi
cate awards photographs, or any 
other events acknowledging acad
emic or other achievements. 

If you can help, contact Mrs A 
Jackson, Office Manag·er, 

· Brownhills Community School, 
Deakin Avenue, Brownhills, tel 
452886. 

This landmark rang a bell for Brownhills Community School 
students on their American visit. 

LC>ST DC>G 
Black & White long haired 

Jack Russel 
<>ff High St Brownhills 

Reward for any information 
leading to return 

Contact Gazette office 



Shire Oak 
Community School 

Schools Challenge 
Report 

Year 11 students f rom Shire 
Oak Community School took part 
in a national Schools Challenge 
project by preparing reports on 
food hygiene practices, designing 
games on the subject and produc
ing leaflets on the safe handling of 
food. 

The work was submitted as part 
of the Schools Challenge presen
tation at the National Agricultural 
Centre, and the students involved 
- Peter Newton, Robert Stokes and 
Lorraine Roberts - will soon 
receive news of how they fared. 

Maths certificates 

Shire Oak students Leanne 
Jeavons (Year 9), Shane 
'cG- gan 'Year 8), Ruby Tutt 

:'fear a Sa."Bil Orchaid (Year 8), 
Voirre, E son Vear 8) and 
Michae· Priest Yea: 71 sat for a11 

hour in fron.t of a K Schoois 993 
Mathematical ChaJenge exarr: 

They racked their brains eve• 
maths puzzles, without the com
fort of a calcu lator, and eamea 
themselves very well deserved 
bronze certificates for their efforts. 

Shire Oak are among the top 
35 per cent of the 15,000 schools 

to receive certificates in the com
petition. 

Musical GMS celebration 

Students from the school brass 
bands and the woodwind group 
performed at a concert to celebrate 
Shire Oak becoming grant main
tained. 

Music teacher Mrs C Smith was 
assisted by sixth-form student Karl 
Sullivan, who introduced the B 
band, and Year 8 student Kathy 
Grainger, who conducted the 
woodwind group. 

Raffle tickets were sold to raise 
funds for the concert band's trip to 
Holland. 

The senior brass band per
formed after the interval. 

Equal People Day 

For the third year in succession, 
Shire Oak played host to a group 
of visltors representing professions 
tJ talk to Year 9 students about 
eo:.31 ~ . er'ploy"lent 
°'Y ==~ ;>eoooe Da1 -

St-::e-•s we•e a=: e t-:i ask 

ery teacner a.-ic a !er.ale ma::a 
- about possEle ca.'eef oo:xr-n
ties in their particular Gld et •txlc.. 

Year 11 students from Shire Oak Community School who took part 
in the Schools Challenge: Peter Newton, Robert Stokes and 

Lorraine Roberts. 

Coaching courses 
Tennis coaching courses are 

being held at Oak Park Leisure 
Centre, Walsall Wood. 

The courses cater for beginners 
and those who want to brush up on 
their strokes. 

Courses for children are held 
on Wednesdays between 5.30pm 

and 6.30pm, and for adults on 
Wednesdays f rom 6.30pm to 
7.30pm and between 7.30pm and 
8.30pm. 

Further information is available 
by ringing 0543 452849 or by call
ing in at the centre. 
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The Shire Oak students who took part In the UK Schools 1993 
Mathematical Challenge. 

The visitors were treated to a 
buffet planned, prepared and 
served up by a hard-working team 
of Year 10 s tudents under the 
guidance of teacher Mrs A Heath, 
and were then given a conducted 
tour of the school. 

Music festival 

Shire Oak's music department 
held its sixth annual musical festi
val of April 1. 

Beginners Class: 1 st Laura 
Barley (Year 8), 2nd Samantha 
Guest (Year 8), 3rd Kelly Osborne 
(Year 9). 

Novice: 1st Melanie Grainger 
Vea• 10 2nd Alicia Millerchip 
·ear E 3ro L)""OSay Sketchley 
sa:e 

:x:aJ: 1 st Ka;· T yran 'Year 9 • 
2rc -!:JOf 0-.apr.a:n 'Yea: 10), 3rd 
err-a~ 'Year9). 

-.:e- eaiate: 1sl Laura Barley 
(Yea• a 2nd Joanne Handley 
(Year • O • 3rd Clare Haywood 
(Year 10. 

Advanced: 1 st Melanie 
Grainger (Year 10), 2nd Debbie 
Burton (Year 13), 3rd Louise 
Harbach (Year 12). Melanie 
Grainger also collected the Alan 
Mills Shield for very talented musi
cianship. 

Players & Singers: 1st B band, 
2nd Melanie Grainger and Laura 
Barley, 3rd C band. 

Musical Compositions: 1 st 
Melanie Grainger with "Someone 
Cares", 2nd Wayne Postans, 
Robe rt Earley, Daniel Causier, 
Stephen Ewings and Christopher 
Peak with "Renault Rap" . 3rd 
Daniel Causier, Robert Earley and 

Wayne Postans with "Beautiful 
Dreams". 

GNVQ 

GNVQ Health & Social Care 
students at Shire Oak have all 
successfully completed a five-ses
sion training course in first aid and 
have become skilled in such tech
niques as resuscitation, treating 
wounds and preventing infections. 

The Cannock-based company, 
Aura, under the guidance of former 
police chief Mr. B. Bryan, provided 
the training for the course. 

Mr T Mills, chairman of the gov
ernors of Shire Oak, presented the 
students with their certificates. 

Band calendar 

Saturday, June 22: The B and 
C bands will be performing at Butts 
Community Association Carnival at 
Butts School, Walsall, 2pm4.30pm. 

Sunday, June 23: The Band C 
bands will be playing at Pelsall JMI 
School fete, 2pm-3pm. 

Sunday, June 30: All bands will 
be performing at the Weston Park 
Spring Spectacular concert in aid 
of local charities, llam-5pm. 

Beacon Radio 

Beacon Radio DJ Chuck Street 
presented his evening show, live 
and on the air, from Shire Oak. 

The students involved - Jodie 
Humphries , Lucy Chapman , 
Michael Priest, Nichola Priest and 
Samantha Guest among them -
were interviewed and took part in 
a personality competition. 

TifE SHIRE OAK GRANT MAINTAINED 
COMMUNllY SCHOOL 

School Association 

SUMMERFETE 
Sunday, 4th July, 1993 • 2.00 p .m. - 5.00 p.m. 

Main Attractions: 
Five a Side Junior Schools Mini-Soccer Competition, 

Junior Schools Fancy Dress Competition 
Shire Oak B and Concert Bands 

Chase Royals Marching Band - StonnaU Bell Ringers 
plus many interesting stalls, tombola, white elephant, cuddly 

toys, fruit, together with our PRIZE DRAW 



18 BROWNHILLS GAZETTE MAY/JUNE 1993 

Bro'\Vnhills Critne 
This is a heavier month than nor

mal for offences - mainly burglaries at 
houses. 

These occurred in Lichfield Road, 
Cedar Avenue, Robson Close and 
Church Street, Clayhanger. 

As I mentioned last month, garden 
pots, troughs and baskets should be 
secured. We have had this month 
some gnomes stolen from a garden; 
and garden equipment was stolen from 
a shed in New Road, Brownhills. 

Several shops in Brownhills have 
again suffered burglaries, damage 
and attempted burglaries. Any shop
keepers who want specialist crime 
prevention advice should contact their 
beat officer, Pc Peter Guest, or the 
crime prevention officer at Aldridge. 

A school in Brownhills has also 
been damaged and burgled since my 
last report, as were premises at 
Chasewater. 

Property was stolen from two 
garages in Tamworth Close, and a 
Rover and a Metro from Chun::h Road.. 
Parked cars were attacked at T"le 
Terrace and Kwik Save car paits, am 
a pedal cycle was stolen from Or;jey 
Road 

Two thefts from handbags 
OCC\Jrred - one in Ravens Court and 
the other involved a woman having 
her shopping bag slashed and the 
purse stolen from it while in Brownhills 
market. 

Two men posing as water board 
officials stole money after conning 
their way into a house. 

On a brighter note, a number of 
people are awaiting court appear
ances as a result of recent inquiries. 

That's all for this month - quite a 
busy month for us. 

Anne Dickinson 

J11;1:::::. · ::>.Nei"~)_llrJifi,~.11l~i>:at1~,--~·0G.~i .':· .·<, ,,. 
1111:1~111::11:111:1:]l,,,::;Ii·.111:1·11:1~Bl~i1e,1:1:l'llllrlS!:~1::;1111'i:J~\i/ii·!!!·lllll!/l1:::1!;:w w 

Even more cars are set to join 
the successful Vehicle Watch 
scheme in Aldridge and 
Brownhills following a £500 dona
tion from the local community. 

Neighbourhood Watchers, 
headed by co-ordinator Cath 
Micklewright, have raised enough 
money from jumble sales and raf
fles over the past two years to buy 
another 5,000 fluorescent stick
ers. 

"That means even more dri
vers can help in the battle against 

the car thief', said Sergeant Alan 
Beach at Aldridge. 

The high-profile badges are 
permanently stuck to windscreens 
and allow police to stop the vehi
c I e between late evening and 
early morning to check if it has 
been reported stolen. 

Vehicle Watch, an extension of 
Neighbourhood Watch, has been 
a success for two years in 
Aldridge with over 2,000 cars 
already sporting the bright yellow 
stickers. 

Brownhills Centre 
Townswomen's Guild 

At the Apri meerng of 
Brownhills Cemra.I TG. ;..JZ Yates 
took over as dlairman lrom re1ir
ing chairman Margaret Lee. Vi 
Cliff was pleased to continue as 
president, and Enid Woodfield 
took over the office of vice-presi
dent from Gwen Bradbury. 

The chairman welcomed on to 
the committee Janel Turley, who 
will take up the duties of catering 
officer. This is the first time Janet 
has served as a committee mem
ber, and she is looking forward to 
her new role. 

A programme of events for 
1993-94 has been drawn up, and 
these include talks on aromather
apy, British birds, Lichfield 
Cathedral and a talk on the histo
ry of Brownhills schools, which 
has been compiled and 
researched by president Vi Cliff. 

Arrangements are also in hand 
for a barn dance in November, 
and a quiz has been organised to 
take place in January 1994. 

The music and drama group 
are planning a Fifties & Sixties 
Evening. Anyone interested in 
music and drama who would like 
to take part should contact the 
music and drama secretary on 
Brownhills 372825. 

Members were pleased to wel
come Mr Geoff Hale, an 
osteopath based in Walsall, as 
the speaker for the evening. He 
gave a very interesting and com
prehensive talk on the value of 
alternative medicine, which 

embraces a wide range of treat
ments. These include homeopa
thy, acupuncture, reflexology, 
hydrotherapy and herbal medi
cine. 

Mr Hall said these methods of 
healing had been practised for 
hundreds of years and still had a 
valuable role to play alongside 
more orthodox methods of treat
ment. Very often, patients who 
come to him do not need medical 
treatment, only advice. 

Most modern medicines, such 
as antibiotics, have only been 
developed since the 1940s, and 
drug companies need massive 
investment to maintain research 
programmes into the development 
and production of new drugs. 

These are often only a crutch 
for the body to lean on, and most 
have unpleasant side effects. 
Ideally, the underlying cause of 
any medical problem should be 
identified and dealt with. These 
may inc lude stress, diet, or a 
change of environment or 
lifestyle. 

He summed up by saying that 
most people could improve their 
health simply by becoming more 
health conscious and addressing 
the basic problem, such as a 
change of diet, reducing stress 

· levels and taking more exercise. 
For most people, self-help is the 
key to healthy living. 

Enid Woodfield gave the vote 
of thanks. 

Stella Hodgkiss 
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Record your personal 
announcement in the 
Brownhills Gazette -
Births, Engagements, 

Marriages, Deaths, 
In Memoriam, 

Notice of Thanks etc. 
All announcements 10p 
per word, accepted at 

183 High Street, 
Brown hills. 

DEATH 

TAYLOR BARBARA - (nee 
Horton) Sister in law. A beautiful 
nature, A Heart of gold, To us a 
memory, That will never grow old. 
Loving memories. Margaret, Ron. 

BIRTHDAY 
MEMORIES 

WILES ERNEST - June 18th. 
Your birthday is here Ernie, 1 wish 
you were too, so that I could say 
happy birthday to you. Lots of 
love. Blanche. 

WILES ERNEST - Birthday 
18th June. Our hearts are full of 
memories, your love is still our 
guide. Although we cannot see 
you, you are always by our side. 
Love Sheila and Michael. 

FOR SALE 
SUITCASE very large, lockable, on 
wheels, bargain, £15. Bridesmaids 
dress, size 10/12, peach colour, very 
pretty style, £15. - Tel: 685427. 
ROCKING ELEPHANT suitable for age 
1-3 years, £10. Ideal gift. - Tel: Pelsall 
0922 684232. 
BOOTS STYLING TONG new two year 
guarantee, £7 . . - .Tel:.0922 682275. 
BLUE CARRYCOT, £5. Steriliser plus 
bottles, £5. Girls bike, (5 years), £10. 
Crazy paving, £5. Sapele door, £5. -
Tel. Pelsall 0922 693060. 

HOLIDAYS 
HOLIDAY BUNGALOW Gower, 
Peninsular, South Wales, comfortable 
holiday bungalow on small, quiet sit.a. 
Healed indoor poo~ jacuzzi, sauna, etc. 
spectacular beaches, countryside, golf, 
walking. Tel: 0675 470155 
BURNAM - ON - SEA Cottage Nr 
sandy beach, shops. 3 double bed
rooms. 12 - 26 June £110 021 748 
1596 

Accounts Services 
C.J. PETTY 

Chartered Accountant 
175 HIGH STREET 
BROWN HILLS 

Tel: Brownhills 377686 
Auditing, Accountancy, 
preparation of accounts, 
book-keeping, personal and 
corporate taxation, 
management consultancy, 
general financial advice. 

The fee basis will be 
discussed before an 
assignment is accepted. 

D. J. WILKINS 
& Co. 

INCORPORATED FINANCIAL 
ACCOUNTANTS 

Complete accountancy service 
From book-keeping, wages and VAT returns to 

completed annual accounts. 
(Secretarial service available) 

Competitive Rates. 

Ring (0543) 676707 

~ ~ 

TO ADVERTISE 
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g 021 789 6768 
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-- THE RIGHT TOOLS 
WHATEVER THE JOB 

In the Garden 
around the Home 

HIRE - SALES 
SPARES - REPAIRS 

BROWN HILLS 
MOWERS 

Heavy Duty Cultivators, Mowers, 
Wallpaper Strippers, 

Cement Mixers, Angle Grinders, 
Chain Saws, Engine Cranes etc. 181 HIGH STREET 

Tel. Brownhills ln719 CALL IN - WHATEVER TOOL YOU'RE AFTER 

A. Tll\1JMINS 
RUSHALLSQUARE, RUSHALL 

Tel: 0922 29621 

FINEST QUALITY MEATS 
Competitive prices 

Also shop at 
2 Norton Road, Pelsall 

Tel: 0922 684212 

WHO'S GOT THE POWER. 
Wf=HAVE 

FAST, EFFICIENT 
REPAIR SERVICE 

When your Power Tool fails bring it 
to us. Repaired, or serviced in no time 
Power Tools for all those Garden and 
Home Maintenance jobs. Mowers, 

Strimmers, Drills, Wallpaper 
Strippers etc. 

• • 

. 
TEL: 

(0543) 
372036 

60, SHANNON DRIVE, WILKIN ESTATE, BROWNHILLS,WEST MIDLANDS~ 

GLYN 
MAINWARING 

D.POD.M,M.CH.S., 
S.RCH 

State Registered Chiropodist 

* Total family footcare 
* Sports Injury 
* Childrens foot problems 
* Orthotics Nail Surgery 
* Surgery & Home Visits 

134 Lichfield Road, Brownhills 
Tel: 0543 379114 
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Make tracks for 
a VAX. 

Get the facts today 
call into CLARID 

NOW IN STOCK_-THE NEW MODEL2000 
Now fitted with a powerful suction pump 

Plus all the accessories you require 
IMPROVE YOUR ENVIRONMENT. GO ORANGE. GO_ TO -
Claridges-Radio and T.V. 

43 HIGH STREET, WALSALL WOOD-Tel: 0543 373207 
88 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS - Tel: 0543 373023 
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