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DO WE NEED 
ANOTHER 
EATERY? 

A recent application for plan
ning permission to open a take
away sandwich bar at No. 80 
High Street, Brownhills has led to 
an objection from Marion Baker of 
Ma Bakers in Silver Court. 

Her objection is fuelled by the 
realisation that in the High Street 
alone we now have 13 establish
ments that serve food in one way 
or another. 

"There's Chines e, Indian, 
Chippies and on market days 
even stalls selling food that adds 
to this number". 

Marion told the Gazette "And 
though its nothing personal to the 
applicants, I really think we have 
enough eateries. 

We already have more than the 
centre of Walsall. 1 feel it is time 
Brownhills diversified its ware's 
instead of opening much of the 
sa me, wh ich doesn' t really do 
anyone any good." 

Percy Claridge owner of Cla ridges Radio and Television shops, has 
purchnsed the "Simply Blues" property situated in Brownhills High 
Street, and intends to redevelop the area. 

Although plans are sti ll to be drawn up, he told the Gazette he would 
envisage 3 new shops with liv ing accommodation being erected on the 
site. 

MARCH ISSUE: 

Mr Claridge has been actively involved in the development of Walsall 
Wood Hig:1 Street, with a number of small reta ilers opening successful 
businesses, and he would like to see Brownhills developed in a similar 
wny. 

SPECIAL FEATURE ON 

If this si te is redeveloped, it will not only eliminate the derelict site as 
it s tands at the moment, but will reverse the trend of shops continually 
closing. The High Street certainly requires an uplift and this could be the 
beginning. 

BROWNHILLS COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOL 

TOTAL SUPPORT ~;fiilj] · 

~~~~~~~IAL ~ 
We understand your needs, that's why we operate a 

NEW OPENING TIMES 
Mon-Thur 8 a.m.-10.00 p.m. 

Friday-8.00-6.30 
Sat-8.00-6.00-Sun-9.30-12.30 

-
~ " 

VE H IC LES Fast and Efficient Serv~ce and Repair Centre 

• 24 Hour Recovery 
Whether you operate one vehicle or one hundred, e Auto Electr ica l Problems So lved AA 
time is money,a nd when you have a vehicle off 
the road you want it back in service as quickly as • Hell a Batteries S upplied 
possible. • Steam Cleani n g Availa bl e 

I RAC ) 
OCTAGON 
~ d -to keep your vehicles on the road ~ 
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BROWNHILLS 

EDITORIAL 
Articles and photographs to 

be considered for 
publication should be sent 

to The Editor, 
Brownhills Gazette, 
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A meeting took place at the 
Annexe on Friday llth February, 
between residents of Pelsall Road 
and representatives of Potters 
Clay & Coal Co. The meeting 
which saw over SO people attend
ing was arranged by the Pelsall 
Road Community Association, 
when it was revealed that the 
company intended to continue 
activity on the Birch Coppice site 
for another 10 years. 

For Potters Clay Mr. Noakes 
explained the operations that 
would take place and showed 
detailed plans for the restoration 
of the site. He informed the resi
dents that mining of the clay had 
now ceased but the existing clay 
stored, which was about 60,000 
tons would be sold to over 9,500 
customers world wide at 6,000 
tons per year. 

He explained that the type of 
clay was exclusive to many mak
ers of fine pottery who had 
worked to a strict formula for over 
40 years and whose business 
would suffer if their regular corn-

position of clay were to be denied. 
Over the years the sharehold

ers had made money available for 
restoration which in some areas 
had been carried out including 
flood control and a reduction in 
the claimed phenol levels. 

Owing to the nature of the 
industry the existing planning 
permission which was g iven in 
1954 was ongoing. 

Proposed Restoration Plans 

Mr. Tim Hammond an envi
ronmental planner working on the 
proposed project handed out 
leaflets and detailed plans they 
hoped to effect on the cessation of 
operations. 

They included:-
Progressive restoration of the 

site to woodland and open land 
use. 

Planting of approx 10,000 trees. 
Restoration of half the site 

within 2 years. 
Full restoration by the year 

2004. 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
All advertisements are accepted subject to approval of copy. The publishers 

reserve the right to cancel or refuse to accept any order without giving an explana
tion. 

Whilst every care will be taken during compilation and printing, the publishers 
shall not be held liable for any loss occasioned by failure of an advertisement to 
appear or any damage or inconvenience caused by errors, omissions and misprints. 

No guarantee can be given that an advertisement will appear on a specified 
date or in any particular position, although every effort will be made to meet the 
advertisers requirements. 

Cancellations for display advertisements must be received by the publishers in 
writing and not less than 7 days prior to copy date, and in the case of classified 
advertisements 2 days prior to copy date. Cancellation by telephone will not be 
accepted. 

Credits will only be issued for that part of the advertisement which is incorrect 
and a full credit will not be issued unless the publisher accepts that the error was 
such that all response to the advertisement would be affected. 

Box numbers are available for the receipt of bona tide replies only and must 
not be used for trade canvassing matter. Liability is not accepted for loss or incon
venience due to delay on forwarding replies. 

Terms of payment Nett: 30 Days: 

- HARRISON HANDMADE - POCKET SPRUNG -
- SILENTNIGHT - LAYEZEE - PERFECTOR -

- SWEET DREAMS - DREAMWELL -
ENJOY THE BUYING EXPERIENCE AT CLARKES -

WHATEVER YOUR BUDGET OR QUALITY YOU'RE LOOKING FOR 
WE 1 RE HERE/I 

Improved drainage to prevent 
further flooding 

Provision of wetland habitat 
area. 

Provision of public Access for 
informal recreation. 

Continued stocking of clay in 
the short term to maintain conti
nuity of employment. 

And a guarantee that no new 
clay is to be imported onto the 
existing clay stocking area. 

Several residents spoke angrily 
of the results of the site's activity 
that they have had to live with for 
years, like smell's flooding and the 
destruction of what was once a 
woodland area abundant with 
wildlife. 

Not if we can find 
alternative site 

Mr. Doug Birch expressed con
cern over the threat to Brownhills 
Common and said how the resi
dents were looking for assurances 
that no more extraction would 
take place in the future. 

Mr. Noakes replied that at pre
sent they had no scheme immi
nent for any mining on the com
mon and stated "f we could find 
an alternative s ite, we will move 
from the area". 

The Swan Works who proctss 
the raw material currently have a 
workforce of eight. 

Mrs. Lorraine Stanistreet 
thanked Mr. Noakes and Mr. 
Hammond for attending and said 
that she hoped that the meeting 
had answered a few questions and 
cleared the air, but other a"i-igry 
residents informed the company 
that they will fight any moves to 
introduce more m ining all the 
way. 
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If you could throw down it, 
then it wasn't big enough 

The 24th of Feb saw the celebra
Hon of Mr. Jim Graham on the occa
sion of his 90th birthday. Jim of 
Whitehorse Road spent the day with 
his family, including his wife of 56 
years Annie, and sons Robert and 
Ivan. 

He was born in Newtown in 
1904 and attended Watling Street 
Infants before moving to St Jospehs 
Catholic School in Chasetown. 
Leaving school at 14 he started 
work at The Plant colliery where he 
was engaged in "nippering". 

Seeing my confusion he grinned 
and explained that he used to locker 
tubs and control the air doors, a 
locker being a metal bar showed 
through the spokes of a tub wheel to 
slow it down. 

Later he worked as a mechanic 
at several pits in the Cannock Chase 
area including Walsall Wood, The 
Lady, Eights and Lea Hall, until his 
retirement after giving 51 years ser
vice. 

Along with his wife, who he 
married in 1940, Jim lived in 
Clayhanger for many years and 
describes these times as the happiest 
days of his life. 

"We all knew each other in those 
days, and spent time in each others 

house," said Jim "If anybody need
ed help we all mucked in and pulled 
them through. I remember the old 
Paint store in "Clanger" , it was 
owned by Mr. Marklew and had a 
sign over the top saying Live and 
Let Live. We all had big gardens 
too in those days and when we 
chose a house we paid a great deal 
of attention to the size of the garden, 
and if we could throw a stone the 
length of it, it wasn' t big enough. It 
was a fact of life then that those with 
the best garden, Jived the best, and 
unlike today when big stores dictate 
the inflation rate, local gardeners 
had a big influence on what the cor
ner shops could charge". 

Unfortunately the constant 
floods which made the village cold 
and damp, affected the health of the 
youngsters Ivan and Robert, and in 
1954 the family moved to their pre
sent home in Whitehorse Road. 

Speaking to Mr. Graham at his 
home I was amazed how bright and 
articulate he is for a man of his years 
and queried the secret of his 
longevity. 

He modes tly puts most of it 
down to luck, and the fact that he 
makes himself content with his lot. 
"I've never longed for anything just 

because somebody else has it" he 
told me taking another draw on his 
pipe" and all the way through our 
married life Annie and myself have 
always considered each other's feel
ings''. 

Happy birthday Jim from all at 
the Gazette and may you and Annie 
have many more happy years 
together. 

Jim Graham as a 19 yrs old. 

SILVER COURT omCIANS 
Frames by JEFF BANKS, CHRISTIAN DIOR, 

JAEGER, JULIAN BEAUMONT, ROMEO & JULIET 
CHILDRENS FRAMES BY DISNEY 

e BUDGET FRAMES e LARGE SELECTION OF FASHION FRAMES 
e SAFETY SPECTACLE S e CONTACT LENSES 

e HEARING AID SER VICE e HEARING AID BATT ER IES 

For all your eye care requirements call: 

BRYAN w. SEAMAN (F.F.D.0.) 
17 SILVER COURT, 

HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. 
TEL. 0543 372504 

STATION TRAVEL 
12 and 16 Seater Mini Buses 

AIRPORTS • BLACKPOOL LIGHTS 
DAY OUT • NIGHT CLUBS 

SHORT AND LONG DISTANCES AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

WHY DELAY PHONE TODAY 

ON0543 372191 
MOBILE 0831 535775 

OR CALL AT: 
209 WATLING STREET, BROWNHILLS, WALSALL. 

WEST MIDLANDS WS8 7JU 
PERSONAL SERVICE GUARANTEED 

90 yrs old and still going strong Jim Graham with wife Annie. 

Alma's Pantry for the best in home Cooking 
One of An scll s top quality pub/restaurants. 

'-'-t-tlb·,l\1"~0~G~'t\ ;~~~;~~~ ·;~~;;n~;:;;~;~~ 
it\''( 'f t-\~~5' ENGAGEl\1ENTS, WEDDlNGS, IlfRTHDA YS, CHRlSTENINGS: ANNIVERSARIES. 

l)O ~O~p.-../~0~ FULL A-LA -C ARTE MENU - SILVER SERVICE 

~ .. ~~Royal Oak Pub and Restaurant 
~ YORK BRIDGE, PELSALL. TEL: 0922 691811 
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First of all let me go back to 
December issue and give a men
tion to Mrs. Edna Smith nee 
Howdle who wrote about her 
brother Fred who was involved in 
the accident at Walsall Wood col
liery in 1956. 

I certainly remember you 
Edna, and Fred who l later met up 
with at B.R.D. in Aldridge. Also 
your brother Bill and his son John 
who was a mate of mine. 

I too hope Mrs Plant gets well 
soon and I hope she keeps the 
Gazette coming your way so that 
you can in turn pass it on to 
Washington in America. I'm 
beginning to realise just how pop
ular and far reaching we are for 
such a small paper, and would 
like to advise you to let me know 
if you are unable to get an extra 
copy to send on to someone. We 
usua lly keep a few spares for 
emergencies. 

For our archives effort this 
week we go back to 1945/55 and 
Ogley Hay Juniors, soccer team. It 
was sent in by Jeff Powell of 
Watling Street who also supplied 
the names as, Teachers Mr. Priest, 
Mr. Horton, (headmaster) and Mr. 
Thomas. 

Back row, Ray Dennis, John 
Gough, Joe Brookes, Cliff Brown, 
Mick Smith, Dave Webster, John 
Birch, Malcolm Bladon. 

Front row Ray Picken, Jeff 
Powell, Ron Darby, Roy Phillips 
and Tony Barber. 

Takes you back a bit when you 
see the difference in the kit from 
today's multi coloured monstrosi
ties. And look at that ball. When 
that got waterlogged and you 
headed it lace on, it knocked your 
back s tuds into the ground. And 

''%t BOOK NOW 
~ FOR 
'%*'MOTHERS 

"""" L~wtOlt & T"''•' SMllU 
Drtp Fried Scan1pl ALSO 

AVAILABLE V.Tio/ DAY WR tf s.1 .. 1; •• or ....... lruno "" Troll•y QOLI.6 ROYCE HIRE .• 
·~~*· • Bookings Cof(te wilh Crun1 and ;:,~/ 
'h Advisable "" '\ By Adullt - £7.00 ChHdno - !4.00 9 LEITINC QOOM& JJ 

0\ .[;1 I W I t " W dd · ALL WlTH &'Y· 
Iii.:'~ rone e can ~:;~~v=~e·~~~~~:ns e mgs EN<5Ul'l'E.:ff'',lV 

, Y·· .-::i·,. 
''°t{b. Full A-la-Carte Menu will be Served Saturdays .,Ail' 

·<-<::r%\~<.:-dlili:;J.~lp.,7. OOp .m. • 9.3 Op.m. ,:ef.f:Ji.~¥'t:t/ft0~'"· 

sur1i rritlt L1•01t & T•rt1u S1111n 

why did we have such long 
shoelaces? Look at Jeff Powell's 
and Roy Phillip's. There is enough 
lace left over to tie the nets up, 
and kn.it a hammock. 

Any of you lads want to get in 
touch, 372491 is the number. 
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ARCHIVES 
LETTER 

Unwrapping the Past 
Dear Editor, 

l refer to the article by Reg 
Ho/lick about the old Brownhills 
You th Club at the s ide of the 
"Memo". In 1949, as a member of 
the ship's company of H.M.S. 
Consort , I began writing to a 
young g irl by the name of Joyce 
Reid when the club "adopted" the 
ship's Amethyst and Consort after 
the "Yangste Incident". I subse
quently married Joyce, whose sister 
and brother-in law were Jack & 
Marjorie Greenough, leaders of the 
youth club. Sad to say, Joyce 
passed away in 1988 

I am writing this letter to ask 
for some help. At the time the 
ship's plaques were donated to the 
club and, after its demise, they dis
appeared . I am a member of the 
H.M.S. Consort A ssociation and 
we meet in Plymouth, along with 
the su rviving members of the 
Amethyst , once every year. The 
Association would be very grateful 
to anyone who could throw some 
light on the whereabouts of these 
plaques. 

Mr D. Ford 
Brownhills 

A small, yet interesting piece of 
Brownhills history was unearthed 
in neighbouring Lichfield recently 
when Mr. Alan Greaves, head of 
first year at Brownhills 
Community School, was doing a 
spot of Saturday shopping. 

Seeing an Airfix kit in one shop, 
Mr. Greaves hurried to purchase it 
for his son and the shopkeeper 
wrapped the gift up in wrinkled, 
yet well-preserved paper. 

On unwrapping the kit later, 
Mr. Greaves discovered that the 
paper was printed in various areas 
with the name of a former 
Brownhills shop, Bradburys, which 
closed some years ago. 

The actual printing is repro
duced here and it is interesting to 
note the telephone number. 

Staff at Brownhills School can 
remember the shop which was sit
uated in Brownhills High Street, 
where the Midland Bank currently 
stands, on the same side. 

The shop, which probably 
closed well over 20 years ago, was 
run by two maiden ladies, the Miss 
Bradburys, who gained a reputa
tion for the high class goods sold, 
which were mainly ladies and 
gents clothing, plus some chil
dren's garments and fancy table 
linen. 

It was, indeed, an upmarket 

establishment and one at which 
only the better off, in the main, 
were able to use. 

The Gazette thanks Mr. 
Greaves for letting us have a piece 
of the brown paper to reproduce. 
Does anyone else have memories 
of Bradburys or, indeed, of any 
other local traders, once part of the 
Brownhills life, but long since out 
of existence? 

Where to start again? 

Make the first day of the rest of 
your life a date with DINNER 
CIRCLE. 

Join us for wining, dining and 
civilised, good company. 

INTERESTED: "!LIS 
Cl• ll() II'. 

Phone: ... ~:g,~~J-

0543 DINNER 
CIRCLE 

268690 ~~' 
·~-ll;Efl'.W·" 

Comforting BEAT 
THIS! 

Prices 

INSTANT CREDIT NOW AVAILABLE 
- WRlrrEN QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST -

BEAT THIS! 
* All prices include VAT * Free local delivery * Same day delivery on 

au our beds 

BOOKA.M. 
DELIVER P.M. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

Mon-Sat: 10 a.m.-5.30 p.m. 
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 

10 a.m. • 1 p.m. 

Also at: STAFFORD: 
Rowley Street , Stafford. 

Tel: 0785 225409 

SALE NOW 
ON ALL 

'MYERS BEDS' 
Example 

4ft Gin Myerpaedic 
Divan Sets 

Normal Price £399.99 
NOW 

£249.99 

UNIT 2 
WALSALL ROAD 
WALSALL WOOD 

TEL: 
0543 360584 
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QUALITY ITEMS BOUGHT & SOLD 

at THE TRADING PLACE 
26-27 S I LVER COURT, BROWNH I LLS. 

Tel: (0543} 453008-Mon-Sat9-30-5.30 
FURNITURE TOOLS VIDEO TAPES 
COOKERS SPORTS GEAR AMPS 
FREEZERS FRIDGES MOTORCYCLE GEAR 
RECORDS WASHERS BRIC-A-BRAC 

CD's TUMBLE DRYERS GUITARS 

COMPLETE HOUSE CLEARANCES ALMOST ANY QUALITY ITEM 

BOUGHT FOR CASH! 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 
Dedicated To Providing A Personal Service 

•Finest Quality Memorials 
• Modern & Traditional 
• Competitive Prices 
• Home Visits On Request 
• Memorials On Display In Our Showroom 

- Open 7 Days A Week 
t:::::::~-- • 60 Free Letters 

•Renovations & Further Inscriptions Undertaken 

Units 1&2 Brickyard Road, Aldridge . 

Tel: 0922 59850 

-~ 
~'" ;r-

Do you know anybody 
on this picture? 

We have solved a few mysteries in the past so I wonder if any 
Gazette reader can help with this one. A few months ago we had this 
photograph handed in by Mr. H. Williams who told us that it was 
found on moving into his house in Millfield Road. He has no idea as to 
its origin and will let anyone who may be on it, keep it. 

We have studied it very carefully but can't seem to place anyone or 
even hazard a guess as to the location. Does anyone recognise the hall? 
Maybe it isn't even in Brownhills, but we are hoping that someone will 
give us a clue. If you have any idea give the Gazette a ring on 0543 
372491. 

FEBRUARYl 
SAVERS I 

WE CAN NOW OFFER ~ 

; CHINESE 0 mo FINANCE I.~. 
·• RUGS CHEAPEST /( ~i 
. IN AREA ~ 
£24.99 4'x2' FLOTEX £9.99 PER LIN. FOOT I 
ASCQTT (High Quality, Plain and Cut and Loop) 1 · 

CARPETS *FREE ESTIMATES AND FITTING* 
WHERE QUALITY CO STS LESS 

10 CROFT PARADE, ALDRIDGE. . ~~~fc\, I 
TEL: (0922) 58799 .CDME!i flR!iT 

· · ··~™.™~««< ·· w· w ?' ·w ·····~wtrx-·wxx«r···w· · ·_·?i:i~«-·it~A;::::::::-.::::::-h:~::::~&::::::~;»:::>~:::::::::.~»:::;.h 
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BROWNHILLS CRIMEWATCH 
January saw an increase in 

burglary in the area. The police 
have received some informa
tion but will be pleased to hear 
from anyone who may know 
ilbout these cr imes. All sources 
will be treated confidentiillly. 
House burg laries occu r red 
mainly in the early evening at 
the fo llow ing locations; 
Whiteh o rse Roa d , Lindo n 
Road, Paul's Coppice, Peil ke 
Road, Fullelove Roild, Church 

Road, Poole C rescent, Tyne 
Close, St Milrks Road, Poplil r 
Aven ue, Sh a n n o n Wi!l k , 
Mayfields Drive, Blithfield 
Roild ilnd the new houses in 
Deilkin Avenu e. A number o f 
gilrden sheds were broken into 
i'IS were garages in Ogley 
Road, Chester Road and Sadler 
Road. A set of "Vanti'lge" golf 
clubs were stolen from one of 
these loci'ltions. 

Pedal cycles were s tolen 

fro m Lichfield Road , 
Hednesford Roild, Whi tehorse 
Road ilnd H igh S treet in 
Brownhills. A cycle Wi'IS illso 
stolen in Bridge Stree t in 
C lilyhanger. C ri m inill dilmi'lgc 
occu rred to veh ic les in 
Occupation Road and whi lst 
parked outside Wi'l ine House 
and Brownhills West C hurch . 
Two cars have been s to len, i'I 

Rover sa loo n from Marklew 
Close il nd i'l n Escort Cabriole t 

fr om Hednesford Road . 
Property was taken from cars 
parked in V ica rage Road, 
Tamworth Close and the car 
parks of th e H u ssey Pu b l ic 
House a n d Brow nhi lls 
Community School. Police say 
that l ig h ter n ights sh o u ld 
s how a red uc tio n in th ese 
cr imes but the p ublic should 
keep the ir p roperty as secu re 
a s possib le a n d re p ort nny
thing suspicious. 

POET'S CORNER 
C ome walk with me 

Come wnlk w il/1 111e down Lichfield lfond. 
A second Higli Street, my childhood 110ld, 
S tnrt at the top n club serene 
Cross tire rand 'Brewe's' cnkes n dren111, 
Witlr 111ntro11ly g race tire sislers over-saw 
Ec/nirs n11d scones, pastries by J/1e score, 
Blood tub once /1cld inn 11enrby field 
The s111ell of horse hoof ns t/1e S111 ithy hn111111er wield, 
111 row of 110uses grand and tnll 
Was 'Jeffries' fis/1 shop a meal for nil, 
Then Mrs. Pearson's t iny shop 
For a pi11y or toy we used In pop, 
'Clrnllis' renown for Iris skill with the bmslr 
'Wlritehouse' tire builder Iris cnrt would push, 
Building n shed or chicke11 nm 
Ti111berfro111 Sr11it/1 //1e S111ithy's son, 
A club wns started by the 'British Legion' 
Alns ii fn ded into another regio11, 
011 Seeds Lnne corner stood n shop 
Mrs. Hnrvey's for your sweets and pop, 
/3rollrers nnd sisters by tire 11n111e of 'Tumcr' 
T/1c sale of apples n small income enmer, 
Cnll in nt 'jones's', Woodbines for 111n11y 
Tl1e 'Rnilwny Tavern's' pints drunk by mnny, 
Then a fro nt roo111 shop, 'Walker' by 11n111e 
Hnir wt by' Kelly', trim wns his f n111c, 
Tl1e11 llrefnrrn of'Oliver Twist' 
Cows, poull ry and horses endless Ille list, 
Todny they say orgnnic for gnrde11 is new 

811/ 'Oliver's cow 11111ck wns there sixty yenrs ngew, 
The empire of 'Bcnttie' of' Biggins' nn111c 
Open nll hours lo serve you /1cr ni111, 
And llre11 to Ille '111e1110' lrours dn11ced nwny 
Denr old Sn! Grip/011 lnuglrl /1er own specinl wny, 
'Fishers' fo r shoes, 'Trnssell ' for flowers 
T/1e11 Mrs . Onk's for pin110 forte !10urs 
For grocery or con/ 'Sut1011s' next slop 
Dcnr old Gerl reigned over her strop 
l111porlanl lo nil her skills 110/ lo lnck 
Wns nurse Scedlwuse of 109 nnd lrcr 111alernily pack 
'Benco11 ' lire Printer 111nde Iris 11iark 
Wiren /lie world developed lire bnll pen lnrk, 
Tlre11 lire chips of' Alice Wood' 
Cooked ns only good food should, 
' Perce' wil/1 trolley fro111 Ilic sin/ io11 would felclr 
Ice pnckcd fish Ille day's f reslr scnle ketch, 
For Rndio Bnllcry El cc I ricnl fnme 
Tire next slrop carried 'Syd Lnw's' nn111e, 
Mrs. Cooper there for Millinery 
'Sn11keys', Club one of three, 
'Bos/ons', 'Mnllnrd', good old 'Co-op' 
Yes i11 Liclrfield Road, you could nll sl1op, 
lce-crem11 111ndc by yaw yaw 'PI u 111b' 
'Breezes' Club by Ernie nm, 
'Crnddocks' Coal and 'Clre111 icn/' slnck 
Y es in 111y c/1ildhood walk tlrey all co111c bnck. 

Reg. 

fvri ti D filJW tL WE tKTt ./11~ lff<.,~ 
Ansells Traditional Ales 

LUNCHTIMES 12.00-2.0 0 
Ch oose from Lunch time or Evening Menu 

Traditional 3-Course S unday Roast 
12.00-2.00 - £4.9 5 

3 -Course Evening M eals from £5.00 
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Brownhills Central Townswomen's Guild 
At the Ja n uary m eet ing t he 

Guild's p resident, Vi Cliff, gave a 
talk on the history of Brownhill 's 
Schools. Vi has had a li fe long 
inte rest in the history o f 
13rownhills and is a member of the 
Local Histo ry Society. She has 
done a great dea l of resea rch on 
various projects connected with 
the area and the history of local 
schools is one of her special inter
ests. Vi began her presentation 
by outl ining the or ig ins of 
Brownhills. There was a settle
ment here from early t imes at 
Ogley Hay, it is recorded in the 
Doomsday book as Hocitune and 
probably grew because of its 
p roximity to Watli ng Street and 
Chester Road . During the 

Industrial Revolution the railway 
and canal system were extended 
to the area to transport coa l from 
the ever expanding mining indus
try. Between 1811 and 1881 the 
population rose from a mere 11 to 
2040. Vi went on to say that it was 
against this background of rising 
population that the first schools 
came to be built, although there is 
evidence that there were "Dame 
Schools" which had existed from 
the early sixteenth century. These 
were so called because a women 
who had probably served as a 
governess would teach basic read
ing and writing skills for a few 
pence a week. One of these existed 
near the Wheatsheaf and is shown 
on the map of Ogley Hay dated 

INVITATION TO 
SUGARCRAFT 

Members of the Brownhills Branch of the British Sugarcraft Guild 
extend an invitation to all to come and enjoy the art of sugar. This 
a r t is t ic group m eets on t he first Wednesday of the month at 
Brownhills Comm unity School to enjoy a presentation from a top 
class demonstra tor. At their February meeting Tombi Peck, a lady 
who was one of the firs t to do Sugarcraft in this country and one of 
the founders of the Guild, gave a demonstration. After a very enter
taining evening members went home to copy the masterpieces, the 
Longi Florum Lily and the Chinese Lantern, she produced. The visi
tor in March is Pauline from Pat-A-Cake who will be demonstrating 
new ideas from Australia. All newcomers are welcome, Mrs C.Avis 
of the Guild says that all those who have forked icing into peaks on 
their Christmas cakes should put the meetings in their diaries and 
come along. Don't be put off, it sounds and may look d ifficult but it is 
not. The yearly subscription to the Guild is £:18 and when you join 
you get magazines throughout the year and a card that entitles you to 
10% off products. If you just want to go along as a visitor the cost is 
just £2. 

GLYN 
MAINWARING 

D.POD.M,M.CH.S., 
S.RCH 

State Registered Chiropodist 

* Total family footcare 
* Spor ts Injury 
* Childrens foot problems 
* Orthotics Nail Surgery 
::: Surgery & Home Visits 

134 Lichfield Road, Brownhills 
Tel: 0543 379114 

1834. The fi rs t p u rpose-bui l t 
school, the Ogley Hay National 
School, was opened in Church 
Road in 1850 and cost [1257. A 
Pr imitive Methodis t School was 
bui lt at the rear of High St reet 
rough ly opposite where the 
M.E.B. showrooms are today . 
Records do not clearly show when 
this was opened but do show that 
this probably closed in 1875. A 
Congregational School was set up 
in Coppice Lane, the church build
ing was erected in 1816 and the 
remains of two of the school walls 
now form the boundary of the car 
park. St Thomas' School was built 
on the Watling Street side of the 
common and was opened in 1868. 
These four schools were the firs t 
in the district and all were volun
tary. Pupils had to pay a fe w 
pence a week, attendance was 
irregular and many children left 
before the age of ten. Vi brought 
along many extracts from the log 
books that teachers were required 
to keep and these were of g rea t 
interest to her aud ience. It was 
clear that corpora l punishment 
was the order of the day and that 
it was inflicted with some severi
ty. She went on to expla in that 

during the 19th century living and 
working conditions were harsh to 
the extreme in Brownhills, as they 
were in other parts of the country. 
In a mining community, education 
may ha ve been looked upon as 
unnecessary for a boy who was 
destined to go down the pits or for 
a girl who had little choice but to 
go into service. Stella Hodgkiss 
gave the vote of thanks. 

Once again the Guild Quiz 
proved to be a popular event and 
was well attended. The Golden 
Girls came first with the New 
Brooms sweeping into second 
place. There was a dazzling array 
of raffle prizes and the refresh
ments were pretty good too . 
Rehearsals are continuing for the 
Dollies Follies to be held at the 
Memorial Hall on Friday and 
Saturday the 25th and 26th of 
March. This promises to be a 
super show and tickets are quite 
likely to sell out before the open
ing night 

Severa l new members have 
joined recently but the Guild is 
always most pleased to see new 
faces at their meetings, any v isi
tors a re most welcome. 

Cannock Chase Orpheus 
at Brownhills 

On Sa turday March 5 com
mencing at 7.30 p .m. Clayhanger 
Methodist Church are presenting 
a Concert at the Brownhills 
Method ist Church, Silver Street, 
Brownhills. 

The concert will feature the 

Cannock Chase, Orpheus Male 
Choir with soloist Paul McCourt. 

The tickets are £2.50 and inclu
s ive of refreshments with all pro
ceeds going to the Church Funds. 

Anyone requiring tickets 
should ring Brownhills 377231. 

Ylnn 'Wi[co~ 
THEATRE DANCE SCHOOL 

CLASSES OFFERED IN THE 
FOLLOVVING DISCIPLINES: 

CLASSICAL BALLET, TAP, STAGE, 
MODERN DANCE, GYMNASTIC DANCE 

& DISCO 

Childrens. Adults and T eacher 
Training Courses available. 

G 
Classes held at:- a 

Marks Church, Shelfield. 
ield Comprehensive School. 
elsall Memor ia l Annexe. 
Church Road, Pelsall. 

Telephone: 0543 684446 or 0922 477550 
l.D .T.A. Examinations held four t imes a year 

Principa ls: 
Miss I. A. Wilcox ~U.D.T.A. , F.Ed. (Teachers Cert. ) 

M iss D. L. Wilcox A.1.D.T.A .. A.1.S.T.D. 
Prov Rej R.A.D. 



What a way to 
start the 

New Year 
May a nd F red Sa u lt cele 

brated the ir G o lden W edding 
on New Yea r 's Da y with a 
lovely party for fami ly and 
fr iends a t the Wa te rside, th eir 
da ughte r's p ub. 

Both were born, a nd hav e 
lived all the ir lives in 
Brow nhills, and met i n 

w artime at a dance a t Hea th 
Hayes, and have been da ncing 
together ever s ince, t ill recent 
hea lth problems forced th em to 
give it up. T he ir recip e for a 
h appy m a rriage is caring a nd 
s haring, takin g th e ups w ith 
the downs and a happy caring 
family. 

TOLL ROAD IGNORES 
ENVIRONMENT 

West Mid lands Friends of the 
Ea rth a re s tepping up their cam
paign against the building of toll 
booths on the p ropos ed 
Birmi ng ham Nor the rn Re lie f 
Road . They sa y that the 
Department of Transport is ignor
ing the effect on the environment 
if they continue to pursue the plan 
to pu t six d ifferent toll a reas on 
the motorway. This area would be 
directly affected with booths being 
p laced close to Nor ton Ca nes, 

Chasetown and Brownhills others 
would b e be tween Wall a nd 
Shenstone, Weeford and Bassells 
Pole a nd close to W hitehouse 
Common. The Norton Cane and 
Whitehouse Common sites would 
be the main toll areas and would 
be particularly large. They say that 
this will mean using a g reat deal 
of g reenbelt la nd and will mean 
that vehicles would have to slow 
down a nd start aga in there fore 
increasing air pollution. 

SOUTH AMERICAN VISITORS 
Shire Oak Grant Maintained Community School played host to a choir 

from Buenos Aires this month. The choir of fo rty young people from the 
Belgrano Day School were on a tour of the British Isles and arrived in 
Brownhills on February the forth to sample life in the Midlands. The choir 
gave two concerts that included popula r Argentinean music, spirituals 
and songs from the shows. The school's brass band joined the visitors in 
one of the concerts provid ing an interesting contrast in styles. During 
their brief s tay the visitors visited sights of interest in the area and enjoyed 
an English d isco before departing fo r Scotland for the rest of their tour. 

OVEN HOB& 
.•EXTRACTOR 
PAClCS FROM 
.... ·. £299.95 

·+·1Mstr J 
COLOURED\ 
~INK tROM: 

··· .£s9~9S 
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SAVE TIME 
AND MONEY 

TRY US FIRST 

THE MIDLANDS 

LEADING 

ONE-STOP 

MOTOR SPARE, 

ACCESSORY 

AND BODY 

PANEL 

STOCKISTS 

BECAUSE YOU'LL MOST PROBABLY 
FINISH UP WITH US LAST 

THAT'S IF YOU'RE GOING TO SHOP 
AROUND 

You'll find we have the largest range of products offered 
· at the largest discounted prices 

AM PLE CAR PARKING AT ALL BRANCHES 

WILLEN HALL 
0902-607876 

602640 

BROWNHILLS GREAT WYRLEY 
0543-373177 0922-412103 

452375 416610 

OPENSEVENOAYSA WEEK 
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Sandhill fight 
is not over 

Dear Editor, 
I would like it to be k11ow11 to tire 

pi•oplc of Brown/rills t/1111 tire fig/rt 
against tire proposed develop111enl in 
Snndlrills is not over. The planning 
npplicntion /ins been plnced on deposit 
for six weeks, we are in tire third week 
so people who nre ngainsl t/1e proposnl 
should write to object. 

Any previous objections, 111nde 
before Janunry 1994, will not count so 
we need to put pen lo paper for tire 

firJa/ battle ngninsl nn industrinl park 
being built 011 greenbelt land. 
Developers who built a business pnrk 
in Solihull snid it would crente 7000 
new jobs. Solihull Council , who 
invested £100 111illio11 into the project, 
cnrried out n survey and found that it 
had created 2000 jobs, out of these 
only 140 /1ad gone to local people. 

All this project will do is create 
111ore pollution, 111ore traffic accidents 
nnd swnllow more greenbelt Innd. 
Don't just read this and say it won't 
happen because believe 111e if the devel
opers nnd co /Jave their way, it will. 
Get writing your objections now nnd 
send t /1e111 to Mr P. Fields, Dept Of 
Engineering & Town Planning, Civic 
Centre, Danvall Street, Wnlsall WS1 
1DG. 

Mr C. Smit/r, 
Sandhills Preservation Society. 
Shire Oak. 

Letter from 
Down Under 

Denr Editor, 
Just a few lines from an exiled 

Clayhanger resident nboul the bush 
fires in N.S. Wales, Australia. We live 
in a relire111e11t villnge on the outskirts 
of Sydney nnd spent a week wntching 
the fires come closer nnd closer. After 
lunch 011 January the 8/h we saw the 
fln111es sweep over n ridge ncross t/1e 
vnlley. Between us nnd the ridge is a 
lnke nnd a valley nnd we never imng
ined that the fires would rench us but 
gale force winds slnrted throwing fire
bnlls everywhere. The bushfire 
brigndes were helpless in the face of 
fifty fool fln111es so they retreated to 
the villnge nnd prtt n wnll of wafer 
over the /rouses. 

By this lime the police hnd arrived 
nnd lind started to evncunle the co111-
plex. With a few other residents l 
took position on tire main entrance to 
keep the sightseers out ns /Irey were 
blocking the roads. A fleet of a111bu
lnnces cnme lo lnke out tire nursing 

ho111e pnlienls nnd the badly incnpaci
taled. A en/I went to tire cnb compn
nies nnd /hey came in their droves fol
lowed by all sorts of buses. By this 
time you could hardly see through the 
thick black s111oke and fir e srm wns 
blood-red. My wife kept bringing me 
sonking towels to wrap around my 
fnce 1111til she wns p11t into a cnb nnd 
taken out of danger. N11rses were 
j11mpi11g out of vehicles and raced into 
the villnge to help, nll off duty slnff 
ca111e fro111 evenjlvl1ere lo help. 

The fires started lo lick nl the feet 
of t/1e 11nils nnd the /1a11ging baskets 
started to b11rn. Then, a 111irncle, it 
stopped ! Jn the words of one of tire 
fire-figl1t ers," I thought I/rat wns it, 
then tire fire just went out. " It 
b11rned just three 11nils and left a 
scene like a battlefield. Be/rind the vil
lage were still masses of b11slr and tire 
fire-fighters worked all through the 
night. The next dny snw the place 
under a new threat but nnollrer mira
cle gave a South Ensterly wind that 
blew the danger away. 

I have never seen anything like it 
nnd never want lo agnin. The sight of 
50 foot flames rncing towards you 
mnkes you realise how insignificant 
you are, nnd the threat of bushfire still 
remains. Were we lucky or was some
one looking nfter us ? T/1is is a ques
t ion that we will never /rave 
nnswered. Wlral I do know is how 
muc/1 people pull together al a time of 
strife or dnnger nnd tlrnt we awe so 
m11ch ta so 111any it would be impossi
ble lo thank them nil. I won't be 
tlianking the sightseers who blocked 
the roads 111aking it difficult for essen
tinl services lo get to 11s. 

That's life in A11stralia ! 

Ken Shaw, 
Narrabee11, N.S. W. 

Police Station 
and Sorting 
Office needed 

Dear Editor, 
l n111 writing nbout the decision to 

close Brown/rills sort ing office. I 
believe flint the cost of raising tire 
office standnrds wo11/d cost between 
£350,000 and £380,000. Powers tlrnt 
be /rave decided that l/1is should not 
go a/read and postnl staff will /rave to 
be taken to Wnlsnll nnd bnck before 
carrying out deliveries. T/1e cost of 
this nrra11ge111ent will run at about 
£80,000 per year, not taking into 
nccount inflntian. 

After less thnn five years the cost 
of altering Brownhills Post Office 
will have been m et. The arrange-

mcnts now being made will go on 
and on. W hat a s<Jving w ill b e 
m<Jde! 

Mrs V.M. Taylor 
Brown/rills 

Dear Editor, 
My husband nnd I /rave lived in 

Brownhills for a/111ost thirty years. 
Wiren we first came here it was a 
lovely little village with its own little 
s/1ops and friendly shopkeepers, there 
wns no 111arket. We lind l/1e Council 
Office al tire tap of Brownhills oppo
site tire Central School and the Police 
Station was up C/111rc/1 Rond. 

We want our police left in 
Brow11/1il/s nnd our Post Office and 
sorting station, we need them. Most 
of the residents of Brownhil/s pay 
taxes and we should be heard. When 
we first moved here we came under 
Aldridge and Brownhills and it 
seemed better in many ways. I know 
t/1ings change, but why for the worst 
? It see111s that way fo r Brownhills. 

If nnything has lo go let ii be the 
mnrkel, not the things we really need. 
Tirey help us to get an w ith our 
everyday living. Let 's try to get 
Brownhills back to what it used to be. 

Mrs S. Payne 
Brownhills 

Dear Editor, 
Thanks to the Brownhills Gazette 

for bringing to the notice of residents 
t/1e unll1inkable reorganization of the 
Police Boundaries, where it is sug
gested I/ml Brownhills is twinned 
willr Willenhall. 

171is is unbelievable 
A lthough the geographical line 

mny look like a distinct possibility on 
a map al a distance, when viewed 
from n desk in a fnr away place. The 
realization of the lrutlr is like a horror 
story. Firstly t/1ere is no nntural co111-
11111nity link between tire people. Tire 
nnrrow road 111akes overtaking impos
sible, speed of traffic is governed by 
the 1111mber of heavy lorries travelling 
the road. Anyone travelling this 
route regularly will know that negoti
ating traffic is very difficult and li111e 
consu111ing. 

171is would delay respo11sc time 
for emerge11cy calls. 

However, tire journey lo and f rom 
Aldridge is a much more accessible 
one and ii would seem ludicrous to 
destroy what has been built up over 
111nny many yea rs of co-operat ion, 
where tire communication systems are 
much mare natural. Ti111e is of the 
essence nnd must be an important 
consideration w/1en contemplnling 
chnnges. 

There are those among us who feel 
very strongly indeed about these 
changes and if you are one of them 
please make yourselves known - l feel 
sure tire Gazelle would be pleased to 
hear from you. 

Lorraine Stanistreet 
4 Wallace Road 
Brownhil/s 

Residents 
Concerned 

Dear Editor, 
Members of the Pelsall Road 

Brownhills Community Group are 
extremely concerned al proposals by 
Potters Clay and Coal Company to 
continue operatio11S for a fu rther ten 
years on the Birch Coppice site. A 
planning appliallion is lo be consid
ered by Walsall Council and it is 
tlro11ght by local residents that this 
application will open tire way lo n 
resumption of mineral extraction, this 
lime on the land bordered by Chester 
Road North, Coppice Side and tire 
Nat ure Trail. This parcel of land 
inc/11des Marldew's Pond, much used 
and laved by generations of fishermen. 
The Beacon Y.'ay long distance foot
path also crosses this area, any exca
vation would tea• llfXlrl what is now a 
haven for rrild life popular with walk
ers and naturalists. 

Can arryone imagine n mare hor
rific scenario than another Birch 
Coppic.e nightmare for the next fifty 
years ? If there is no excavation, there 
will be 110 loric tipping in the future. 
Residents strongly object to any con-
1 in uation of operations which /rave 
blighted their lives for so many years. 

Wake up Brownhills, join the 
figh t! 

Pelsall Road 
Brownhills Community Group. 

Upstairs 
Downstairs 

On April the 131/i, Mrs Elsie 
Widerspin, one of our residents, is 
100 years of age. To make this time 
special for her the staff plan lo wear 
upstairs downstairs uniforms for a 
whole week. Elsie was in service 
around 1910 lo 1925. If anyone hns 
plrolos of service uniforms of that era 
or lJas black and white material for 
aprons and dresses we would be very 
gratef ul. 

Sheila Cope, Matron, 
Brownliills N11rsing Home. 



Good news for the over 60's, 
the Dorothy Dobson Exer cise 
Classes have opened at Oak Park 
Leisure Centre. Since the twice
weekly classes started member
ship has risen steadily and theses
sions are proving very popular 
indeed. The exercise classes were 
first established a t Dundee 
University 15 years ago. Classes 
are now running all over Scotland 
with as many as 350 people 
attending each day. Each session 
lasts for three quarters of an hour 
and the movements, accompanied 
by music, are designed to improve 
and strengthen muscles, help 
with flexibility, mobility, balance 
and general fitness. The universi
ty's department o f Ageing and 
Health is closely involved w ith the 
classes and has published find
ings that demonstrate the benefits 
of these classes to the over sixties. 
Recent medica l research has 
proved that regular suitable exer
cise is a key factor in prolonging 
an energetic and healthy life for 
this age group and the classes 
have a ttracted world-wide inter
est. This is a unique opportunity 
for the people of Walsa ll as this 
class is the first outside Scotland. 
Why not use the complimentary 

ticket and go along to see what is 
on offer ? The cla sses run on 
Monday and Friday mornings 
from 10.15 am and both ladies and 
men are welcome. 
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Brownhills School and Community Centre 
HOCKEY (BOYS) AT 

BROWNHILLS 
SCHOOL 

Hockey a t Brownhills contin
ues to thrive both indoors and out
doors. Simon Ingram is the first 
llrownhills pupil to represent 
Staffordshire U16 as a regular 
team member. 

The U16 squad continue to 
mature into a capable team. Most 
of their opponents are strong local 
clubs or schools with hockey repu
tations. Highl ight of the season 
was a nerve jangling 5-5 draw 
with Lichfield Juniors. Graham 
Charlesworth was the game's out
standing player, dominating the 
midfield and claiming the equalis
er with two minutes to go. 

Brownhills were defeated in 
the quarter finals of the 
Staffordshire Cup los ing to a very 
skilful Cannock Hockey Club s ide. 

The U13 team has played sev
eral games and some useful p lay
ers are emerging. James Harvey 
looks a natural cen tre half. James 
Ankrett always looks capable of 
scoring goa ls. Year 7 pupils Chad 

Brevil! and Wayne Harrell show 
promising potential. 

GIRLS' NETBALL. 
Although it has not been a 

busy season, netballers in all year 
groups have shown their dedica
tion and determination by turning 
ou t for matches against the Friary, 
Netherstowe, Chase Terrace, 
Manor Farm and Chasetown 

Success for Year 7 came against 
a closely contested match aga inst 
Manor Farm School. Year 8 play
ers also succeeded against Manor 
Farm and gained a further victory 
over the Friary into the new Year. 

We hope that all players will 
continue to show their dedicatio n 
as we have many fixtures after the 
half term. 

Many thanks to all those who 
have turned out to support our 
teams. 

SWIMMING: 

Into the New Year the swim
ming team fought a closely con
tested gala against Barr Beacon 
school. Our team was small in 

PAVING SLABS 
FROM 80p 
MANUFACTURERS SECONDS 

ALSO SUPPLIERS OF: 
e EDGING AND COPING STONES 
e COTSWOLD/LIMESTON E CH IPPINGS 
e GRAVEL e SAND e CEMENT 
e WALLING B LOCKS e GRANITE 

* CALOR GAS* PARAFFIN 
Lindon Handyman's Supplies Ltd 

118 Lindon Road, Brownhills 
0543 375481 

:;111~'''~''''"'''''tniw·,::::::;;;,~,:,::;~:::;;;gjli!l/Jl11r1i1ll!li•l,I: 
MOTHERS DAY 

... , .,.... .. -- FLOWER BASKETS 
FROM £10.00 

FRESH FRUIT AND 
VEGETABLES DAILY 

CALL IN & BROWSE 

KINGS FRUIT & VEG 
23 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. TEL: 0543 453675 

comparison, with only 17 swim
mers compared with almost dou
ble that who turned out to repre
sent Barr Beacon. The 
Atmosphere was high as many o( 
the events were close on the fin
ishes. The final result was a victo
ry for Barr Beacon, with 
Brownhills girls only 2 points 
behind at the end of the gala. 

INDOOR HOCKEY: 

Congratulations to all Year 7 
and 8 girls who ha\·e taken part in 
Indoor Hockey this half term. 
Their practice and efforts have 
been rewarded with an unbeaten 
record so far. 

We hope to see this continue 
until the indoor a nd outdoor 
games next term 

BROWNHILLS C. A. 
CALENDAR 

THURSDAY, 3RD MARCH 1994: 
We are presenting a concert by 

the nationally acclaimed WAL
SALL YOUTH JAZZ ORCHES
TRA. This is their first concert 
since it was announced that they 
had won the national BBC Radio 
"Big Band" competition, and they 
have also recently played at 
Ronnie Scott's Club in 
Birmingham. The concert begins 
at 8.00 pm a nd tickets are now 
available, priced £3 for adults, C.2 
for unwaged. 

WEDNESDAY, 9TH MARCH 1994: 
Brownhills Rotary Club are 

presenting a concert involving the 
Wind Bands from Brownhills, 
Chasetown and Shire Oak Schools. 
After the s uccess of a simi lar 
event last year, we hope this w ill 
again be an enjoyable evening. 
This year part of the concert will 
involve all three bands combining 
together, as a result of a day of 

intensive rehearsals. Again, tickets 
are now available, priced O. 
TUESDAY, 29TH MARCH 1994: 

We are presenting an Easter 
concert. Unlike our Christmas and 
Summe r concerts, this will be a 
"Solo ists # concert, giving the 
opportunity for many of our 
pupils to perform individually. 
We hope this wi ll also become an 
annual e\'ent. 

Part of the proceeds from all 
these concerts will go towards our 
"Austria" concert tour fund, help
ing members of our Orchestra and 
Wind Band to visit Austria in 
July. 

PANTOMIME AT 
BROWNHILLS 

SCHOOL: 
On Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday, 27th, 28th and 29th 
January, our annual Pantomime 
hit the stage. 

Title "Offwhite and the Severe 
Dwarves", this was the third in a 
series of pantomimes written, 
produced and directed by staff at 
Brownhills Community School. 
Over thirty members of the teach
ing s taff took part in the produc
tion. Three performances to 
packed houses succeeded in creat
ing many hilarious moments. 
Foam pies flew as did the hair
spray and provided fun for all 
ages. 

Queen Vinyl and her magicc.I 
mirror played by Eryl Powell and 
Ian Lockett were the stars. They 
managed to follow the script at 
least once, a record compared to 
previous yea rs. 

Audience reaction was once 
again fantastic with many people 
commenting how much they had 
looked forward to the perfor
mance and how d elighted they 

CONTINUED OPPOSITE 

JENNY'S PICTURE F~\IING 
& GREETING CARDS 

33 High Street, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9LR. 

PICTURE FRAMING 
WITH A CHOICE OF FRAMES 

GREETINGS CARDS AND 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 

GIFT BOWS AND DECORATIONS 
AND MANY UNUS UAL GIFTS INCLUDING : 
ORNAM ENTAL CLOWNS AND PICTURES 

WIDE SELECTION OF EXCLUSIVE WOODEN TOYS 
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were with this year's effort once 
again. 

Praise must go to the new 
members of s taff who joined the 
cast w ith little hesita tion this year. 
Mr. O'Rourke played two roles as 
well as the 

saxophone often all at the same 
time. Special mention must go to 
Miss Hollingsworth who took on 
the role of Grumpy at very short 
notice. She made the part hers 
very quickly and produced very 
assured performances on all three 
evenings. 

Proceeds from the sale of tick
ets are to be used to fund several 
staff inspired projects around the 
school to provide permanent 
reminders of the thespian antics. 
Some of the money will be used to 
create a Drama Award Trust to 
honour students who show a "dra
matic" inclination. 

CALENDAR
BROWNHILLS 
COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL 
Monday 14th Feb 94 -

Friday 18th Feb 94 
Half Term 

Wednesday 23rd Feb 94 
Prospective Year 12 Parents' 

Evening Shire Oak 
Thursday 24th Feb 94 

Prospective Year 12 Parents' 
Evening Brownhills 
Tuesday lst Mar 94 

Year 9 Options Information 
Evening 

Thursday lOth Mar 94 
Year 8 Parents' Evening 
Tuesday lSth Mar 94 

Year 7 Parents' Evening 
Thursday 17th Mar 94 

Careers Convention 
Wednesday 23rd Mar 94 
Year 10 Parents' Evening 

Tuesday29th Mar 94 
Easter Concert 

Wednesday 30th Mar 94 
Easter Concert 

Friday lst Apr 94 
Easter holiday commences 

Monday 18th Apr 94 
School re-opens after holidays 

FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS IN THE 

COMMUNITY 
LOUNGE 

Saturday 26th Feb - Brownhills 
Players General Knowledge Quiz 
Night 

Open to any team of 4, 8.00 pm 
start 

Prizes for winning team. 
Licensed Bar. £5.00 per team 

Saturday 5th March - The 
Home and School Association pre
sents an "OOM PAH" NIGHT 
(Adults only) featuring Baron 
Bernard's Bavarian Brass 8.00 -
12.00 pm £5.50 (includes buffet). 

For tickets contact 452450 or 
373160 

Adult Education: 
First Aid for Childminders and 

Teachers (St Johns Emergency Aid 
Cert) 

We are currently enrolling for 
the above 3 week course to com
mence on Tuesday 10th May. 

Course Fee: £8.50 and First Aid 
Manual£6 

Spring Flower Arranging -
5 weeks 

Starts Wednesday, 23rd Feb 
7.00 - 9.00 pm 

Course Fee: Cl 1.00 
Concession: £4.75 
To enrol te lephone (0543) 

452119 

BTEC NURSERY 
NURSING 

{NATIONAL DIPLOMA) 

The Nursery Nursing Course is 
now into its Second Year and all 
students involved need to be con
gra tulated on their commitment 

and hard work. They have proved 
themselves to be dedicated to the 
cause of caring for children and it 
is very rewarding for them to start 
and gain recognition for their 
efforts. Year 2 students are now in 
the final months of their course 
and already some of these stu
dents are gaining employment or 
placements in Further Education. 

FA YE DOBSON - Child's 

Courier- Families Abroad 
MICHELLE POWELL - B.A. 

Wolverhampton University 
SANDRA ROCHELLE - B.A. 

Wolverhampton University 
Other areas being explored by 

our students are Nursery Nurse, 
Camp America, B. Ed. Eurapair 
U.S.A., Butlins. 

WE WISH THEM LUCK! 

OGLEY HAY 
INFANT SCHOOL 

Starting the New Year with a swing! 
The children and staff of Ogley Hay Infant School started the new 

term with a swing - and a tricycle to be precise. Two outdoor toys 
loaned by local company Lew-Ways Ltd - manufacturers of outdoor 
play equipment - provided the impetus for a Science and Technology 
Focus week on the theme of "Toys" at the beginning of January. 

All child ren in school participated in examining and evaluating the 
Lew-Ways products and then designed and produced their own 
swings and moving vehicles. Three classes were especially fortunate 
in receiving specialist support from the Technology team at 
Brownhills Community School (as pictured here). 

This project is the result of the school's attempts to build links with 
local businesses and industry in order to broaden and enhance the 
delivery of the National Curriculum. 

lllBlllllllDGD 
Al\IY FUl\ICTIDl\I CATERED FOR 

FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR YOUR ENGAGEMENT, WEDDING, BIRTHDAYS, CHRISTENING, ANNIVERSARIES 
FULL A-LA-CARTE MENU - SILVER SERVICE 

The Trooper 
Watling Street, AS, Wall, Nr. Lichfield. 
ListedinCAMRA GoodBeerGuide Tel: 0543 480413 

PLEASE BOOK TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
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Re-opening of 
lounge-bar 

lt was a happy occasion as 
Urownhills Community School's 
lot1nge bar was officially re
opened after an extensive refur
bishment. 

Officials, s taff and guests were 
;ible to get their firs t sigh t of the 
splendid "new" room, which now 
ranks w ith any in the ;irea and 
Community Association cha irman 
Mr. Jeff Corfield emphasised in 
his address that book ings from 

~~ 

Community Association chair
man Jeff Corfield is pictured 

during his address at the official 
re-opening of the lounge-bar. 

UNBEATABLE 
DEALS!!! 

INTERIOR DOORS 
Supplied & Fitted 

from .. 
NO HIDDEN 

EXTRAS! 

Free quote for 
supply and fit any 

garage door 

0902 636428 

o utside o rganisations would be 
welcomed. 

"This i:; o ne of the best rooms 
of its kind in Brownhills and the 
surrounding areas" said Mr. 
Corfield. "We would welcome 
anyone here, knowing they would 
go away happy having enjoyed 
the splend id faci lities." 

He thanked the muny people 
who hild made the [20,000-plus 
refurbishment possible, particular
ly Audrey ) ilckson (Office 
Manager) and Geo rgina Fereday 
(Development Officer). 

Having toasted the new facili
ty, everyone then tucked into an 
excellent buffet o rganised by Ethel 
Hill. 

The lounge-bar has been totally 
trans form ed and now offers a 
most cosy, part-carpeted room 
with a dance floor. lt has cottage
s tyle furniture, typical of a tradi
tio nal English "olde worlde" pt1b 
ilnd a s tage for entertainment. 

Bea utift1ll y decorated, the 
room would provide an ideal 
venue for any function, from a 
seminar to a wedding reception. 
full bar facili ties and catering can 
be arranged. 

ANY EXTERIOR 
DOOR - YES ANY 
Supplied & fully fitted, 
including all furniture. 

Insurance approved locks, 
5-lever security or brass 

cylinder locks for 

--No more to pay! 
You will 11ot be disappointed 

e All work undertaken 
by skilled craftsmen 

e All work guaranteed 

Just some of the people responsible for the excellent facili ties at 
Brownhi lls Community School. From left to right, back: Jeff Corfield 

(Community Association Chairman), Terry Clarke (Community 
Education Co-ordinator), Allan Jarrett (Headteacher), Bob Clews 

(Community Education Co-ordinator). Front: Audrey Jackson (Office 
Manager), Georgina Fereday (Development Officer). 

Some of those who attended the launch evening. 

A view of the refurbished lounge-bar with the stage at the far end. 

OSTEOPATH 
JOHN WESTON D.O. (Hons.) M.B.E.O.A. 

at 1 Old Town Lane 
Pelsall 

Tel: PELSALL 685278 

w 
Osteopathy can help:-

Back pain. lumbago, sciatica trapped nen·e-;. neck pain, 
frozen shoulder. tennis elbow. ann pain. knee problems, 

arthri tis and most musculo - ,keletal problems. 

Clinic hours:- 10.00 a .m. until 8.00 p.m. and Saturday mornings. 

Registered ll"ith the BriEish and European Osteop(l[hic 
Associmio11 and the Guild of Osteopaths. 

A FAMILY RUN PRACTICE SINCE 1980 



NEWS IN BRIEF 
DOLLIES 
FOLLIES 

Brownhills Central 
Townswomen's Guild are staging 
this show on Friday and Saturday 
the 25th & 26th of March at 
Brownhills Memorial Hall. The 
show starts at 7.30 p.m. and tickets 
for what looks like being a super 
evening's entertainment are on 
sale now, priced £3.50. All the pro
ceeds are to be donated to loca l 
char ities . Book your seat in 
advance by contacting the ticket 
office on Brownhills 375605. 

GO, SEE 
AND ACT 

On Friday March the 4th com
mencing at 7.45 p.m. in St James 
Church, Brownhills the Palestinian 
Christian women invite you all to 
join them in prayer. This is an 
interdenominational service and is 
part of the Women's World Day of 
Prayer. The speaker will be Mrs 
Margaret Davies of Walsall and 
all ladies and men are welcome. 
Refreshments will be served after
wa rds. 

TAPATHON SUCCESS 

Brownhills Community Centre 
Association Tappers have received 
a big thank you from staff at the 
Christie Hospital in Manchester. 
They raised £1000 which they 
d onated to this deserving cause. 
The hospital is a leading authority 
on the research and treatment of 
cancer and the money raised will 
d irectly benefit patients. The 
appeal fund is used to provide 
extras to make people feel more 
comfortable at this difficult time 
and to provide extra scientists and 
specialist nursing staff. Well done 
Tappers! 

SANDHILLS PROTEST 

Members of the Sandhil ls 
Preservation Society staged a 
peaceful protest at the entrance to 
Mr Lanes' farm on the Lichfield 
Road on the 8th of this month. The 
group are campaigning against 
proposals to build an industrial 
estate in the area. They argue that 
the site will cause all sorts of envi
ronmental problems, increase 
traffic congestion and take away 
g reenbelt land. 

Our Comprehensive Servicing Facilities include: 
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GROW YOUR OWN BEDDING PLANTS AND HANGING 
BASKETS FROM OUR HUGE SELECTION OF PLANTS 

SAVE £'s ON HEATING BILLS WITH ouR READY STARTED PLANTLETS 

GERANIUMS - FUCHSIAS 
BEDDING SUBJECTS etc. 

Dozens of varieties including the most popular and rare and unusual fo r 
the table or showbcnch. All offered by weight or count. 

COME TO THE SPECIALISTS FOR YOUR FREE 
AVA/I.ABILITY LIST AND FRIENDLY SERVICE 

- ALSO ONION SETS AND SHALLOTS OF YOUR CHOICE-

Engine Tuning - Mechanical Repairs - Welding - Brakes -
Clutches etc. Full Hydrolastic Service. 

LOCAL VEHICLE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE WHEN YOU 
HAVE YOUR CAR SERVICED. 

MOT - CURRENT PRICE only £20.00 
Inc. FREE Re-Test 

WE ALSO DO MOT ON D IESEL VEHICLES 

You could be breaking the new MOT law 

EXHAUST EMISSION TESTING NOW AVAILABLE 
::::;~:=:m~=~:::::;:;::::::~=;:::;:::~:::~::::::;::::~*:;::;::;;::;~:;:;::::=::~~::~~::~:::::::;:;:;::~~::::::-::::::::=:=:=:::~::::::::::::::::=:=~==::~~:~:=::::::t::=::;:::::::::::;::::::::~==:::;:~;~::~:~:::::~;.:.:::::::::::=::::=:~::::::::::::::=:=:=::::::::::::::~:~::~~=::::::~~=::~:~:::::::~::::::::=~:::;::::::::::::::::::::::;:::@:::::~:::=:=::~::::::::::~:::=:::=:=::::::~:~=~:::::::::::=:::::::=:::::~~=~=:=:=::::~::::::~:::=~::::::~:::=:::::=::~:::::=:::~::=:::=:::::::::::~=::.::;~;:::::::::::::::::::::::=~:::::::::::=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:::=:=:=:=:::~=:=:=:=:=:::::::::::::=: 

Petrol forecourt 
is attended service 

OPEN 
8.00 a .m .-8 p.m. 

w eekdays 
8.00 a . m. - 8 p .m. 

weekends 

~-;j YOUR 

( 'I LOCAL 
~ GAS !b-l STOCKISTS 

li! .... u,•::r!'::a 
'1'1±\'f~iptf 

~ ~7~~~R~~~~~H~~ w Phone (0543) 373154 
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Food for thought 

A light 
hearted 
look at 

life 
Doesn't D.I.Y. look attractive 

before you start? Those new 
tiles for the kitchen looked 
harmless in the showroom. 
That wallpaper in the magazine 
looked a dream to put up. And 
well, it was only a day's work to 
stick some coving up in the 
front room. 

I read the instructions on the 
packages when I get them 
home. There are plastic spacers 
for tiling these days, not the bits 
of card and the match sticks we 
used to use. It says on the pack
et "Tiling made Simple". Don't 
you believe it! Its impossible to 
make tiling simple' The only 
easy way to do it is to get an 
expert in, watch them and make 

endless cups of tea. 

The next thing I tackled was 
the coving. The instructions in 
the packet said, "A person with 
five thumbs could put this up". 
I put the first piece on, stood 
back to admire and then went to 
get my wife for the mandatory 
applause. I had just made i t 
into the hallway when l heard a 
crash. The coving was on the 
floor. "Never mind", l foolishly 
thought, "try again, just needs 
more cement". 

It got to the stage wh ere I 
was checking my hands. Maybe 
this s tuff could only be put up 
by a person with five thumbs . 
The coving was beginning to 
look a bit battered. There was 

We at Baker Bond pride ourselves on giving you the 
best possible prices for producing your magazine - PRICE 
- QUALITY - SERVICE - DELIVERY is what our 
reputation has been built on. 

Every month we produce over 80 magazines, with a wide 
variety of requirements, from mono only to full colour, 
offering a comprehensive service to make production 
simpler, effective, economical and therefore easy for you. 

Leaflets, Brochures, Booklets and General Stationery 
are also produced with the same high degree of service. 

only one thing left, resort to the 
four inch nails. Its up, and it 
doesn't look too bad when the 
light is in the right direction. As 
for the wallpaper, tha t's still 
lurking under the stairs. 

NOSTALGIA 
I'm over forty five now and 

prone to looking back to "happi
er days". I seem to remember 
the o ld fashioned hardware 
shops, w here you could buy 
two six inch nails, not a life 
time's supply in a polythene 
packet. You used to be able to 
get advice in those days. Yo u 
remember the bloke in the 
brown overall. You went in, 
inhaled the paraffin fumes, and 
complained that the lawnmower 

was ploughing the back lawn. 
"Ahh," he'd say, "you need a 
clutch grommet". Out came the 
stepladder and, brushing aside 
the cobwebs, he'd say, "you 
need a clutch grommet". Out 
came the stepladder and, brush
ing aside the cobwebs, he'd 
open a little wooden drawer 
and produce the very part you 
needed. Anything that went 
wrong there seemed to be a part 
in this Aladdin's cave that could 
fix it. 

Nowadays you ask for 
advice and the assistant goes 
and reads the packet. "It says 
here that you need three of 
these". "I can read that myself, 
thank you. How do you put the 
damn thing in?" "Well sir, you 
will have to contact the manu
facturers about that. "Don't get 
me wrong, they are only trying 
to do their best and they are 
usually as helpful as they can 
be. Why don't these superstores 
have a resident expert who can 
help the amateur like me? 
There must be dozens of people 
w ho u sed to work in the old 
shops desperate to get back up 
that stepladder! 

Happy hammering! 

We liaise directly with you, arrange for copy to be 
collected, designed, typeset, supply page proofs, print and 
deliver to you. 

We can also provice a full mail-our service, and our 
sister company A.B.C. Distributors will be delighted to 
handle your door to door household distr ibution 
requirements. 

From copy to delivery we can provide an economical, 
efficient service, so why not give us a ring now and we will 
provide you with a no obligation quotation. 

Baker Bond 
Printing & 
Publi!ihing Ltd 

Head Office & Works: 
Post Office Box 1, 183 High Street, Brownhills, 
Walsall, West Midlands, WS8 6HW. 
Tel: (0543) 452840/1 - Fax: (0543) 452005 
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At this time of year it is obvi
ously of great concern to all high
way users to know that Highway 
Authorities up and down the 
Country are living up to their 
responsibilities with regard to the 
clearance of ice and snow. In com
mon with other Local Authorities, 
Walsa ll MBC takes its winter 
main tena nee responsibi Li ties 
extremely seriously but it has 
become clear from comments we 
have received from the public and 
reports in the local press that it 
would be useful to address in this 
issue some of the questions you 
might have about the service we 
provide. 

Why do we grit the roads? 

Salt spreading, or gritting, is 
normally done to prevent ice from 
forming. This is known as precau
tionary salting. Post salting may 
be carried out to melt ice and 
snow which has already formed . 
Ideally the result will be a wet, 
but not icy surface for the dura
tion of the bad weather. We know 
that salting and snow clearing 
reduces delays on the roads and 
brings about a reduction in the 
number of accidents. 

Can I, therefore, expect all roads 
to be free of ice throughout the 

winter? 

No. 

Firstly, precautionary salting is 
only carried ou t on just about half 
o f Walsall 's road network. Many 
authorities treat a smaller propor
tion than this. To do the whole 
network would be prohibitively 
expensive. 

Secondly, even on heavi ly 
treated roads, ice will form at tem
peratures below -15°C. Below -
10°c a very high concentration of 

salt is required which is difficult 
and expensive to achieve in prac
tice. Such low temperatures may 
occur from time to time and when 
they do, road users should b e 
aware of the danger. 

Thirdly, we are not infallible! 
When our forecasts are borderline 
as to whether or not ice will form 
we may not carry out precaution
ary salting. Unnecessary applica
tion of salt to the road s is to be 
avoided beca use of the cost ( 
about £4,000 fo r each call out) and 
the damage salt does to the envi
ronment, highway structures and 
vehicles. This means, however, 
that if temperatures d ip lower 
than expected, ice may form 
before gritting commences or icy 
patches may occur in isolated 
locations when road temperatures 
are generally just above 0°C and 
we have decided not to grit. 

Which roads get treated? 

We have defined a hierarchy of 
roads to which different levels of 
priority are given in precautionary 
salting, post salting and snow 
clearance. Strategic rou tes and 
important roads serv ing hospitals, 
ambulance stations, fire stations 
are in the first category. 
Precautionary gritting on these 
routes would commence within 
one hour o f a call-out and be 
completed within three hours. 
They will be the first roads to 
receive post salting or snow clear
ance. 

The second category comprises 
important bus routes, commuter 
routes, highways serving shop
ping centres and generally the 
busier secondary roads. These 
receive precautionary salting after 
the category 1 routes, and this 
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takes a further two hours, (that is 
it will be completed within five 
hours of the initial call-out). They 
are also the second priority fo r 
post salting or snow clearance. 

Local roads (including residen
tial and other remaining roads) do 
not receive precautionary gritting 
and will only be subject to post 
salting or have snow cleared from 
them if category 1 and 2 roads are 
clear and the bad weather per
s ists. This may take 24 hours or 
more a fter a snow fa ll. 

How do we decide when to carry 
out precautionary salting? 

We subscribe to the Me t 
Office's 'Open road' se rvice 
which, we believe, g ives us the 
best w eather and tempera ture 
forecasts that can be obta ined. We 
also have access to information 
from a network of road tempera
ture sensors in the West Midlands. 
We the refore have reasonably 
accurate temperature predictions 
and some information about exist
ing road conditions. 

The decision as to whether or 
not to carry out precautionary 
sa lting depends not just on tem
perature but on such matters as 
whethe r rain, hoar frost or fog is 

expected and the dryness of the 
roads. Different combinations of 
these fac tors require different 
responses wi th regard to when 
and if sa lting should take place. 
We are dealing with several vari
ables each of which is predictable 
only up to a point. Even though 
we get it right most of the time 
and we are always striving to 
improve our techniques, mistakes 
can happen. 

Where do we put grit bins? 

We may provide grit bins at 
known trouble spots (steep hills, 
sharp bends), but generally not on 
precautionary salting routes. We 
do not undertake general provi
sion on demand because upkeep 
and replenishment of the bins is 
an expensive business and they 
are prone to mis-use. If you know 
of a location where people have 
experienced difficulties on the 
highway fo r want of a grit bin 
please tell us. 

Remember: 

When using the h ighway take 
ex tra care in wintry cond itions. 
Drivers of vehicles should always 
expect the worst - keep speed 
down and leave plenty of space in 
front in case you have to stop. 

Film Show 
Another film show of old Brownhills, Pelsall and su rrounding 

areas, is to be given by Geoff Harrington on March 9th and 16th at 
the Waterside Inn, Hednesford Road, commencing at 8 p.m. admis
sion is free. 

The last film show Geoff Harrington gave at the Waterside was to 
a full house, and Tony Dawson has arranged these further shows 
after numerous requests by a number of local residents, who thor
oughly enjoy looking back at what the area looked like years ago and 
how it has changed. 
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JUST WOOL 3 Ravens Court Precinct, 
High Street, Brownhills. 

ALSO STONE CROSS, WEST BROMWICH. TEL: 021-588 7943 

Tel: 

0543 360082 

t 
I 
I 

t 
J 
; 



18 BROWNHILLS GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 1994 

liAZETTE !iPDRT 

Brownhills Town, sponsored by 
D.G. Read Wholesale & Distribution, 
bounced back to form after a five 
week lay-off with three excellent dis
plays in January. 

The first game of 1994 was a quar
ter-final tie away to China Clipper in 
the West Bromwich Charity Cup. 
Town welcomed back fit-again keeper 
Gary Vardy, but tragically lost right 
back Jason Drew before half-time after 
he was rushed to hospital with a seri
ous knee injury. Brownhills controlled 
the opening 45 minutes but were 
unable to convert their superiority 
into goa ls until midfielder Steve 
Davies s truck straight from the re
start. Town then sat back and soaked 
up the pressure to hold out for a well 
earned 1-0 victory. Brownhills' hard 
working performance earned them a 
home draw in the semi-finals againgt 
the Sikh Hunters on Saturday 26th 
February 

Town, missing five regular p lay
ers, faced a daunting task away to 
Rushall Olympic's powerful reserve 
side in the quarter-finals of the Walsall 
challenge Cup. A real upset looked on 
the cards when Steve Davies scored 
for the second game running to give 
Brownhills a deserved lead just before 
half-time. Davies was unlucky to miss 
out on another goal minutes after the 
re-start, with a close range header that 
was scrambled off the goal l ine. 
Rushall took full advantage of the let
off w ith two stunning goals from 
winger Michael Moseley mid-wa y 
through the half. Town battled in vain 
to get back into the match and were 

hit by two late goals to give Rushall a 
very flattering 4-1 win. 

Brownhills returned to League 
action for the final game in January, at 
home to arch-rivals Rugeley Athletic. 
Rugeley held a 1-0 lead at the interval, 
with Town again guilty of missing 
clear cut chances. Manager Tim Wall 
gave one of his famous half-time team 
talks, and his team responded by 
switching back to their normal slick 
passing style dominating the second 
half. Rugeley still held the lead with 
only ten minutes remaining, until a 
magnificent goal by 'super sub' Neil 
Ashford levelled the scores. Ashford 
struck again five minutes from time to 
win a pulsating match 2-1 and earn 
Brownhills two priceless points. 

At the start of February, Town trail 
South Staffs Premier leaders 
Beechdale by four points, but still 
have two games in hand. The whole 
season could depend on the outcome 
of the home game with Beechdale at 
Jubilee Park on February 19th, a clash 
that neither side can afford to lose. 

Brownhills Town, in association 
with The Bernard Parr Organisation, 
are presenting a Gala Charity Show in 
aid o f leukaemia research at the 
A ldridge Tavern on Thursday 3rd 
March. Guest of honour will be one of 
Town's most famous supporters, 
Wolves and England centre forward 
Steve Bull. This is the first in a series 
of events to be staged by Brownhills' 
new promotions department. Tickets 
are now on sale, contact Chairman 
Alan Payne on 0543 279080 for further 
details. 

Who's would 
? you serve. 

PREMIUM 
SAUSAGES AND HOME COOKED MEATS 
• MADE BY RAY WILLIAMS OF COURSE! 

You can't beat the taste of traditional sausages. 
Ours are made on the premises using only the finest ingredients. 

Whole Barbecue Chickens cooked on the premises 
Only £3.50 - 1/2 Chickens - £1.75 

HOME MADE SCOTCH EGGS - 42p each 
Now available to order 

Gluten Free Sausages and Beefburgers 

FOR PRIME MEAT AND FRIENDLY SERVICE COME AND SEE 

. Ray Williams 
YOUR FAMILY BUTCHER 

28 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILLS 
TEL: BROWNIIlLLS 360910 

Out of the Wood 
Since our la s t Gazette Walsa ll 

Wood F.C. added another two consec
utive wins to their impressive run, 
both to the tune of 4-1 over WEM 
TOWN and BLOXWICH STROLLERS 
respectively. 

Both wins were comfortable but 
the showing against Bloxwich was 
more impressive and an entertaining 
game to watch with some fine attack
ing football from the home side height
ened by a fine hat trick from striker 
Tony Gwynne. 

On the follow ing Tuesday lst 
February, however the title favourites, 
in the shape of Stafford Town came to 
town and proved to be a strong outfit, 
as their league record to date showed. 
A tough tackling and well organised 
side they rocked the Wood with two 
first half goals and at half-time looked 
good fo r more. Another Gwynne 
strike early in the second hali, howev
er lifted the Oak Park side up a gear 
and they created a few good chances, 
and failure to capitalize on them was 
the cause of a lost 3 points, as Town 
held out for a 2-1 win. 

The next game was away to anoth
er well placed side, namely LUDLOW 
Town and this turned out to be the 
biggest fiasco of the season and ended 
with Club Secretary Joh n Roussell 
reporting the referee J. Morgan of 
Stourbridge to the Staffs F.A. During 
the game Walsall Wood had four play
ers booked and two sent off as the offi
cial, according to Roussell seemed to 
carry on a vendetta against the team 
for an incident that occurred 3 years 
ago. 

It was the same official who sent 
off ex Wood striker Phil Haywood for 
a llegedly kicking an apponent, which 
incensed all concerned who saw no 
such action. Phil Haywood had an 
exempla ry record, spanning 10 yrs of 
non-league football and the reaction 
was the same as if someone had sent 
off Bobby Charlton. John Rousell 
asked the League not to send the refer
ee to Oak Park again and this was 
upheld. 

Explained the secretary "! realised 
before the game at Ludlow that it was 
the same official but didn't object 
because l thought after all this time 
we'd let by-gones be by-gones and 
hoped for fair play, but when a Walsall 
Wood player asked during the game 
why he was booking everyone who 
went for a tackle a nd he commented 

Yates scorer at Ludlow 

that "It is Walsall Wood's reputation 
that makes me reach for the book" and 
"Ask Roussell why I can' t come to Oak 
Park", that I realised that I should have 
acted earlier. I am amazed at a referee 
going into a game with a bias against a 
side for an incident that happened 
before. Even if it was the week before, 
every game should be judged on its 
merits. 

"We've been trying desperately at 
the Wood for years now, to do the 
right things for visiting teams and offi
cials and have had lots of compliments 
on the treatment and courtesy they 
have received, but the re is always 
someone who wants to dwell on past 
reputations and unfortunately it's the 
players who are here now that are suf
fe ring and against Ludlow I really felt 
for them. All we ask is to be treated 
fairly." 

The match ended in a 4-1 defeat for 
Wood after they had led by a Yates 
goal in the 4th minute. 

Showing a lot of character the lads 
bounced back the following week with 
a 2-0 win at Gt Wyrley which puts 
them back on the winning trail. 

Another encouraging sign at Oak 
Park is the transformation that Steve 
Cross is bringing about with the 
Reserves from a team of rock bottom 
confidence and heavy defeats, the 
team is now full of bounce and enthu
siasm which has resulted in two wins 
and a draw and two narrow defeats. 
The la test 2-0 away win being at 
Chasetown who had recently had 
seven wins on the trot . 

J:;:a:.:;n::o~czc:~) Ilb=o 
CONGRATULATIONS ~ 

INDIGO FOOTBALL CLUB ~ 
ON BECOMING 

DIVISION 2 CHAMPIONS 
WALSALL LEAGUE 1994 



BROW CDMMU rrn'COLTS 

Halesowen -

in extra~ 
with :-.a 
winnmg ~ ~ have also got 
to the~ o f the Staffs Cup 
for the :::u.rd time in three years. In 
the quarter final the colts went 
h lfo goals up against Lane Head. 
H owever, the opposition pulled 
one back and this made the Colt's 
task a little more difficult. They 
held on to their slender lead to go 
through. They met Lane Head 
again in the league and once more 
took the lead with three goals onJy 
to let the other side back into the 
match with two goals. Once again 
the Co lts held onto their lead to 
win 3-2. James Oakley scored four 
goals against Bre w o o d in the 
league gr.-ir:g the Colls an almost 
u nassaila.."'le lead. Brewood man
aged to scare o.·o goals in reply 
but ~ G:i!ts ~ done enough to 
take the fU:::s-

The c.~.::.e.:- 1-. A team p layed 

DRAWINGS 
PREPARED 

FO& HOUSE EXTENSJONS, 
REN()"IATIOM5. llEW HOUSES etc. 

Local A.....-cn:,f ~Obtained. 
&SQ: s::.ia-.; ~if Required. 

ARCH IT ECTURAL 
5£ 1 I CES 

0543 491205 

.: C - me Staffs Cup and put 
a ,good performance. They 

ent two goals up and were 
unlucky to give goals away and 
lost 3-2. They played well and 
drew 3-3 against Bushbury, two 
matches against Shelfield saw a 
scoreline of 2-1 once in their 
favour and once against. Against 
Westside they took a five goal 
lead, the opposition fought back 
but the final score was 7-3. The 
under 14 B team had a good 7-1 
win against Willenhall but lost 5-3 
aga ins t Sporting Khalsa in the 
Cup. They lost 5-3 against 
Alumwell Colts but put on a much 
better performance to beat 
Longford 7-2. 

FOR SALE 
HOTPOINT FRIDGE, good working 
order, £10. Tel: Brownhills 374623. 
LADY'S full length sheepskin coat, 
brown with pockets, size 12, excellent 
condition, £25. Bilstein shock 
absorbers, mark II, Escort, £15. VW 
carburettor, mark Ill, £15. Tel: (0543) 
452617. 

Accounts Services 
C.J.PETTY 
Chartered Accountant 

175 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. 
Tel: Brownhills 377686 

Auditing, Accountancy, prepara
tion of accounts, book-keeping, 
personal and corporate taxation, 

management consultancy, general 
financial advice. The fee basis will 

be discussed before an assignment 
is accepted. 
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Residential and 
non-residential 

2, 5, 7 and 10 Day 
Intensive, 

semi intensive 
and refresher courses 

Competitive Rates 

Dual Controls 

Door-to-Door 

l21CtiAl2() T. 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

34 Camden Street 
Walsall Wood 

Walsall 

Members of 
DTp.-A.D.I. MS.A. D.l.A. M.l.A.M. 

Phone: Brownhills 376301 

SPRING - WINTER 
SERVICING 

HIRE - SALES 
SPARES - REPAIRS 

BROWN HILLS 
MOWERS 

181 HIGH STREET 
Tel. Brownhills 377719 

Heavy Duty Cultivators, Mowers, 
Wallpaper Strippers, 

Cement Mixers, Angle Grinders, 
Chain Saws, Engine Cranes etc. 

In the Garden 
around the Home 

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

l LlL LLLlll ll lLL LLLLLLLL LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLllll ~ 

l JS~l. llllll LEARN TO DRIVE llllll lSTl. L 
l ~t1uc1or Lllllllll lns!ruclor l l l l L l L l l L l WITH U APPROVED INSTRUCTOR L 
llllllLL LLLLLLLll l llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllLLL 

* No Gimmicks * Planned Tuition 
* Special Rates 

for Students 
* Full one hour 

lesson one to one 

* Motorway Lessons 
Ken Benton 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
Pelsall 691693 

:-GAZET-fE-CLASSlFIEDSl 
I FREE UNDER £50 Trade Advertisements . I 
I 

!. Pr"Vate 'For Sale' Advertisements for Articles costing All Trade Advertisements and Private Advertisements I 
::SO les ·11 b . d FREE OF CHARGE f A . I f . I b h d I b I . or SWI e inserte or rt1c es over 50 wli e c arge as sea e e ow. J r 40p I 

t 80p ] 
I £1.20 ~ 
I 

-. 
£1 .60 J 

! £2.00 I 
r 

£2.40 ~ 
£2.80 ~ 

PLEASE USE ONE BOX PER WORD BROWNHIL[S I 

I NAME ................ .......... ..................... .... ..... .... . 

:ADDRESS ............................. .. .... .. .... .... ... ..... . 

Enclosed£ 1 · .................................................... ................... . 
All advertisements are accepted subject to approval ot:copy. 

I ·· ······································································· Send to: Baker Bond, P.O. Box 1, 183 High Street, Brovvnhi ll s, I 
I TEL: · · · ' · · ··· · · ···· · · · ·· · ~· ·,...... . ........ .... . ... . ............ .. Walsall, West Midlands WS8 6HW I -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -· 

Please insert the above advertisement in the next issue 

to cover cost of insertion. 
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Make tracks for 
a VAX. 

Get the facts today 
call into CLARID 
11We carry all parts 

in stock for 
your VAX" 

, 

NOW IN STOCK- THE NEW MODEL 2000 
Now fitted with a powerful suction pump 

Plus all the accessories you require 

IMPROVE YOUR ENVIRONMENT. GO ORANGE. GO TO 

Claridges-Radio and T.V. 
43 HIGH STREET, WALSALL WOOD - Tel: 0543 373207 

88 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS - Tel: 0543 373023 

-
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