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-Brown.hills School 
run successfully on 
the premise of care 

Brownhills School, so sadly the recent object of allegations about bullying, has been concerned to uphold the good name it 
has always held within the local education system. 

Independent reports carried out since the death of Amanda Brownridge, who was said to be the victim of bullying by other 
pupils, have positively concluded that the systems of care at the school are exceptionally good and worthy of note by every 
other school in Walsall. 

With this in mind Brownhills School and its Governing Body, have issued the following statement to the Gazette. 

STATEMENT, ISSUED BY BROWNHILLS SCHOOL AND GOVERNING BODY 
The people of Brownhills and 

the community we serve will no 
doubt appreciate that the last few 
months h ave been a sorrowful 
time for the p upils, staff and 
Governors of our school. The 
death of Amanda Brownridge has 
been a tragic event and the sad
ness of it has touched us all. 

The Governors of Brownhills 
Community School wish to 
express their deepest sympathies 
to Amanda's family and offer to 
support them in the difficult times 
which lie ahead. 

It is unfortunate that these trag
ic and upsetting events have been 
made even more unpleasant by 

accusations published in the press, 
radio and television which 
labelled Amanda as a victim of 
bullying by other pupils which, if 
the stories are to be believed, went 
on unnoticed and unattended by 
staff and pupils. When mud is 
thrown, some of it sticks, and the 
Governors are concerned and 
upset that these accusations have 
become a slur on the name of the 
school and the people who study 
and work here. 

It was in response to the allega
tions surrounding Amanda 's 
death and our concern and 
responsibility to all of our pupils, 
their parents and staff, that 

Governors commissioned an 
enquiry conducted by indepen
dent investigators on behalf of 
Walsall LEA. 

The result of this enquiry was 
that there was no evidence what
soever of Amanda being bullied at 
Brownhills School. No incident 
was reported by Amanda, by her 
mother or by any of her friends. 
The report concluded that pupils 
at the school had every confidence 
in the pastoral system and in the 
staff, and that, if such bullying had 
been taking place it would have 
been discovered and dealt with. 
The report also concluded that the 
systems of care at Brownhills 

School we re worthy of note by 
every other school in Walsall. 

The Coroner and police a lso 
conducted enquiries into the alle
gations of bullying and came to 
the same conclusion. The Coroner, 
in his verdict at the inquest, quot
ed from the enquiries and congrat
ulated the school on its systems 
and for its support of Amanda 
during her time at the school. 

Brownhills School is based and 
runs s uccessfully upon the 
premise of care and mutual 
respect for all, to all and by all 
me mbers of our community. 
Undoubtedly some degree of bul-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

SILVER COURT OPTICIANS 
Look for the Special Offers in our SALE 

Selected Frames at HALF PRICE 
e BUDGET FRAMES e LARGE SELECTION OF FASHION FRAMES 

e SAFETY SPECTACLES e CONTACT LENSES e HEARING AID SERVICE 
e HEARING AID BATTERIES 

For all your eye care requirements call: 
BR.YAN "W. SEAI.Vt:AN (F.F.D.O.) 

17 SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. 
TEL. 0543 372504 
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to do ... , tomorrow! they were done.············· 
It was going to be different this The Christmas cake would be 
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year, you know, last year when this made at the end of September. 
year was still 'next year'. 'Proper' shopping would start in 
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Plans were made; 

Plan 'A' meant collecting those 
little sticky stamps, at a £1 a time, 
from the local supermarket, to 
defray the cost of Christmas. 

It included buying a 'stocking 
filler a week' wrapping them in 
readiness in the left-over 
Christmas paper and stuffing them 
in the appropriate stockings as 

October. Christmas cards would be 
written by the first week of 
November. During the second and 
third weeks the decorations would 
come down from the loft for 
inspection, cleaning and re-arrang
ing. 

Mincepies would be made and 
frozen at the end of the month 
while serious Christmas wrap
pings packaging and posting 
would also start in earnest. 
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lying raises its head from time to 
time in every school; children, as 
we all know, can at times be 
unpleasant and cruel to each 
other. As far as Brownhills 
Schools is concerned, however, 
we pride ourselves on being a 
caring and happy community in 
which - if and when any such 
unpleasant behaviour arises, we 
take prompt and effective action 
to deal with it. 

A number of parents, pupils 
and members of the Brownhills 
Community have expressed to 
the Governing Body their con
cern that the good name of 

TOTAL SUPPORT 
FOR YOUR 

~ COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES 

Whether you operate one vehicle or one hundred, 
time is money,a nd when you have a vehicle off 
the road you want it back in service as quickly as 
possible. 

Brownhills School, its pupils and 
staff have been the victim of 
these false allegations. If judg
ments are made or opinions 
formed, it is the hope of the 
Governing Body that these judg
ments and opinions are based on 
the facts as established by the 
inquiry and the Coroner's inves
tigations, but even more impor
tant, upon the knowledge 
shared by pupils, parents and 
others of our school and the way 
we work together to create a 
happy, positive and successful 
environment. 

First week in December, the 
decorations go up. The rest of 
December? Sit back and watch 
everyone else running around like 
headless chickens. 

Plan 'B' 

Now Plan 'B' was far superior, 
but it has to be said, it rather 
depended on luck. Plan 'B' incor
porated a bit of a 'windfall', like, 
the 'Pools' or the 'Premium Bonds' 
coming up. In which case 
Christmas would have been 
'ordered' from 'Harrods', or some 
such place, arriving 'gift wrapped' 
with a team of experts to 'unwrap 
it' and set it out in all its traditional 
glory. 

The turkey plucked and stuffed 
ready for the oven, the chestnut 
stuffing already coaxed from its 
leathery brown shells and mixed to 
perfection, the presents perfectly 
wrapped without a bit showing at 
one end where the paper wouldn't 
'stretch'. Yes, plan 'B' was definite
ly the one for me. 

MEMO for 1994, start doing the 
Pools. Buy some Premium Bonds! 
and next year, everything will go 
like clockwork. 

This year? Watch out, here 
comes another headless chicken! 

Merry Christmas 

NEW OPENING TIMES 
Mon-Thur 8 a.m.-10.00 p.m. 

Friday-8.00-6.30 
Sat-8.00-6.00-Sun-9.30-12.30 

ltll~~ii 



I POETS CORNER I 
THE CHRISTMAS CHILD 
The shepherds heard the angel song, 
the wise men saw a star, 
a story known by countless throng, 
its light now shines afar, 
a Babe was born in Bethlehem, 
the prophets this foretold, 
God's gracious plan, and gift to man
of love, will now unfold, 
0 gladsome message at His birth, 
Ifs need knows no decrease, 

may it re-echo through the earth
to men, Good will! and Peace! 
So let the Christmas anthems raise 
their songs of joy again, 
with instrument, and voice of praise 

repeat their glad refrain; 
And it is nigh two thousand years 
this Child was born to save, 
that men know freedom from their fears 

in love, His life, He gave; 
Today, the voice of infant need 
this adult world must hear, 
their suffering ease by loving deed 
in season of good cheer,· 
The blessing of parental care, 
may it abound always, 
that needy children with us share

a Happy Christmas Day! 

Arthur George Carter 

CHRISTMAS TREAT FOR PENSIONERS 
FATHER Christmas is set to 

make an unexpected call on the 
elderly in Walsall this year as a 
new initiative gets off the ground. 

Local po lice, fire, City 
Challenge and housing offic ials 
have joined forces to p ump in over 
£12,000 worth of safety goodies in 
a bid to bea t the burglar and save 
lives from fire. 

Over 3,000 homes have been 
burgled so far this yea r across 
Walsall and a n average of 800 
houses are damaged or destroyed 
by fire every year with a loss of 
three lives. 

City Challenge community 
safety o fficer, Sergeant Roger 
Wilcox, says: "Each pack, valued 
at about £30, consists o f a small 

alarm, personal attack alarm, win
dow locks and a door chain and 
viewer. 

They will be offered free of 
charge to improve safety in the 
homes of pensioners, the disabled 
and s ingle parent families across 
the borough." 

The agenc ies together h ave 
funded a total of 414 safety packs 
to be handed out before next April. 
They hope that more will be avail
able in the next year. 

The kits will be fitted free of 
charge by Parkmore Services Ltd, a 
joint ventu re of Accord and 
Cauldron Housing Associations . 
Application forms can be obtained 
from Parkmore's or loca l n eigh
bourhood offices. 

SCOTCH WHISKY 
BELLS .. .................... .............. £9.99 
GRANTS ................... ............. £9.99 
WHITE HORSE ..................... £10.29 

BRAN PY 
MARTELL ............................. £14.49 
NAPOLEON 30% ................... £6.99 

SHERRY & PORT 
QC CREAM ......... ........... ........ £2 .89 
COCKBURNS SPECIAL 

RESERVE ..................... ......... £6.99 
HARVEYS BRISTOL CREAM .... £5.1 9 
OLD WINDSOR CREAM ......... £2.69 

Wllill 
LIEBFRAMULCH ... .................. £1 .99 
LAMBRUSCO RED & WHITE ... £2.29 

~ 
SMIRNOFF 37.5% .................. £9.89 
VLADIVAR ............................. £8.59 
STRAVINSKY ..... .......... ........... £7.59 

Jllanp ftlort effcrs 
C!all anb ~tt 
for ~ourself 

~ 
GORDONS .... ...... ...... ... ....... ... £9. 79 
KNIGHTBRIDGE .... ......... ..... .. .. £7.59 
BOOTH .................... .... ........ . £10.29 

&lM 
BACARDl ............... ............ .. . £10.29 
BUCCANEER ... ................... .. .. .£7.59 

LIQUORS 
BAILEYS IRISH CREAM ........... £9.99 
DE LA RUE GUERNSEY CREAM .£6.39 
WARN INKS ADVOCAA T ... ...... £8.39 
COOYMANS ADVOCAAT . ..... £4.49 

Q.l2fB 
FLINSTOCK 21tr .... .................. £1.99 
OLD ENGLISH 21tr ........ .......... £2.79 
MAXI per bottle . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . 59p 

BEER CANS (packs of 4) 
CARLING BLACK LABEL. .... .... . £2.39 
SKOL.. .... ..... .................. .... .... £1.99 
KESTRAL PILSNER ....... ...... ...... £1 .89 
TENNENTS PILSNER .. ...... ........ £2.29 
TENNENTS SUPER ..... .............. £4.49 
BANKS BITIER/MILD .. .... ........ £2. 79 

ALL OFFERS SUBIECT 
TO AVAILABILITY 

i:f1;=:,=a.=: m= a c==@m; ~=~ CHRISTMAS 
1993 at Alma's Pantry for the best in home Cooking 

'The Oak' 
Party and 

Office Party 

One of Ansells top quality pub/restaurants. 
Wine and dine in warm, friendly surroundings. 

SPEND NEW YEAR AT THE OAK 
WITH YOUR HOSTS ALMA AND FRANK HEWITT 

h i< "'1 ~\_;G~ :,:: :'Jtlitn6iti6u''.B;J.)"'qfil}F o"£°£\C~ S 

U ~~~~~ \J!ll~i§,il\ll:~fil:!i i< v~~~~o~~ 
.__ ______ _, ~ ~oF ao

0 

Royal Oak Pub and Restaurant f8 ;. 
NEWYEAR 

BOOKINGS NOW 
BEING TAKEN 

YORK BRIDGE, PELSALL TEL: 0922 691811 ~ 
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CLAYHANGERSKIRUN 
As we reported in an earlier 

edit ion, while the new canal 
bridge to Clayhanger was being 
constructed, pedestrians would be 
catered for with the construction 
of a temporary footbridge. 

Everything is fine under nor
mal conditions, but residents have 
been complaining of the dangers 
to life and limb during frosty 
weather. 

One villager has likened it to a 
ski slope during icy spells, and is 
worried that with the onset of the 
colder months somebody is going 
to end up in hospital with broken 
bones. 

"It's made up of a series of 
scaffolding poles which I admit 
do the job O.K." he complained 
"but the platform is just sheets of 
chipboard which freeze up like 
sheets of glass in adverse condi
tions". 

Cll. Eardley has been in touch 
with Walsall Council's 
Engineering Dept., last October in 
response to complaints, and was 
assured that some action would 
be taken, but up till the present 
time the slipping and sliding goes 
on. CLA YHANGER FOOTBRIDGE "LIKE A SKI RUN" 

WORK CONTINUES ON THE BRIDGE 

QUALITY ITEMS BOUGHT & SOLD 
at THE TRADING PLACE 

26-27 S IL VER COURT, BROWNHILLS. 
Tel: (0543) 453008 -Mon-Sat9.30-5.30 

FURNITURE TOOLS VIDEO TAPES 
COOKERS SPORTS GEAR AMPS 
FREEZERS FRIDGES MOTORCYCLE GEAR 
RECORDS WASHERS BRIC-A-BRAC 

CD's TUMBLE DRYERS GUITARS 

"We would like to wish all our Customers A Very Merry Christmas" 
COMPLETE HOUSE CLEARANCES ALMOST ANY QUALITY ITEM 

BOUGHT FOR CASH! 

DAVE MURCOTT 
GENERAL PROPERTY REPAIRS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Ferndale, 8 Deakin Avenue, Brownhills, 
West Midlands WSB 70A 

Telephone: Brownhills (0543) 361224 
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I BROWNHILLS ARCHIVES 

OGLEY HAY SENIOR GIRLS MUSICAL SOCIETY 

dill 

Last m onths photo of the , 
tral class of 1952 bro ug h t 
immedia te re sponse w it 
phone call from the sis ter of J 
Lees, who informed me tha 
left the area in the sixties . 
now lives in Su rrey. Later 
same night John himself r 
after being contacted by ano· 
relative. H e to ld me that he 
the original photo, and togel 
we spent a pleasant twenty n 
utes going over some old t; 
from our playground days. 
fact John did put us right on 
name of one of the lads who 
h a v e given a s Turne r. 
named the lad as Alan Tum! 
and I think he is probably rigl 

Anyway John is in fine fe 
and is running his own suco 
ful b usiness, but h e : 
promised to drop a line to 
Gazette when time permits 

Its early days yet but I'm s 
that more of the lads will bE 
touch before long. 

For our Decembe r issue 
no w turn to the g irls o f 19 
wi th this photo and accompa 
ing letter from Mrs Mary Ta} 
of Cedar Avenue. 

SALZ~~~~~~ 
STARTS DEC 30™ 

0 
!iT All\IFREE 

CARPET 
~"0~ £7 .99 SQ. YD. 

OPEN 10·4 SUNDAYS FOR JANUARY SALES 

, .A\. WE'RE SUPPORTING 

/ ~ BRITISH CARPETS 

11 

~ FREE UNDERLAY 
ID ON BRINTONS RANGES 

No"""' £2. 99 SQ. VD. 

Brint ons 
carpets 

FREE ESTIMATES 
FREE FITTING 

(On all orders over £200) 
ALL CARPETS FITTED BY EXPERTS, ORIGINALLY 

FROM RACKHAMS IN WOLVERH AMPTON. 
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DearEd; -. 
As you raH~ asked for old 

photos, I ~ onder i f this one 
would be of am· interest to your 
readers. 

I was a pupil at the school at 
this time 1940 my age now 
being 66 I m sure many will 
enjoy looking at this photo after 
so long. 

Many thanks for the pleasure 
your magazine brings each 
month, it is passed on to my sis
ter living outside the area. I also 
enjoy reading all the Brownhills 
news. 

She then lists the names of 
the of Ogley Hay Senior Girls 
School Musical Society as 

Front Row L to R, M. 
SLATCHER: M.TURNER: M. 
GUEST: MA VIS ROBERTS: 

OLIVE COLLIS: BETrY 
WOODHOUSE: 

2nd Row. DOREEN OWEN: 
ETHEL PICKERING: RUBY 

OWEN: JEAN PARKER: 
BERYL GREGORY: SHEILA 

COLLIS: BARBARA HORTON: 
Back Row. G. SMITH: JOYCE 

GREENOUGH: GWEN 
SPENDLOVE: M. WILLOCK: D. 

PROBERT: RUTH COLLIS: 
KA TH HADLEY: ? 

W.FOSTER: 
If you would like to make 

any contact or give any com
ments on the archives page, 
372491 is the number to call. 

BROWNHILLS GAZETTE, DECEMBER 1993 7 

ARCHIVE LETTERS 
Dear Editor, 
With regard to the Archive 

Photo (Nov. Issue 50) there are 
five people (lads) who most of 
those on that Photo might remem
ber. They are:-

Brian "Shadda" Smith, 
Richard "Dicky" Knight, Brian 
Jackson, Mick Cater and Arthur 
Thompson; 

We passed our 11+ exam in 
1949 and went to "other schools", 
I still remember "Oakey" (Mr 
Oaks) reading out the results at 
assembly. 

Dicky Knight was the only one 
who went to the Q.M. Walsall the 
rest of us went to K.E. Vlth 
Lichfield. 

I still see a few of the "Old 
Boys" (most of them are now 
"grandads", (I am still single). 

I have seen and spoke to Gerald 
Bickley, Don Taylor, Brian 
Marklew, Geoff Powell and of 
course Stan (Nigger) Platt. 

There is one other thing about 
that Photo Ron Gillian is one day 
younger then me, I was born on 
15/9/X he was born on 16/9/X. 

Would you please publish the 
letter on the Archives page as it 
could bring back memories of the 
"(forgotten five)" 

Yours 
Arthur Thompson 
Chapel Avenue, 
Brownhills 

P.S. Not t o be sexist, if I 
remember the girls who passed 
also were:-

Kath Wright, Della Horibin, 
Denna Webster, I could be wrong, 
but it's a few years ago. 

Dear Brian, 
After reading trapped miner in 

November issue may I also men
tion t hat two gentlemen were 
awarded "The Carnegie Hero 
Trust Award" for Bravery, Mr 
John Cantrill and Mr Frederick 
Howdle (my brother). I don't 
know whether Mr J Cantrill is 
still with us, but my brother Fred 
Howdle passed away on April 
23rd 1992, perhaps Mr Walker 
knew them. 

I hope you don't mind me 
writing to you but I believe they 
should have a mention. 

Another of my brother's was 
once one of your neighbours at 22 
High Street, Clayhanger, William 
father of John about your age. 
When you're born in Clayhanger 
you always have a soft spot for it, 

a cousin of mine, Ken Shaw lives 
in New South Wales and he 
writes to say he wants to visit the 
Island (Clayhanger) again before 
he dies. 

I lover reading the Brownhills 
Gazette, Linda Plant saves it for 
me, I read it and pass it on to my 
cousin in Dupont Washington 
America. 
Edna Smith (nee Howdle) 
Radford Drive, 
High Health 

Thank you, Merry Christmas 
Mrs Linda Plant by the way 

had an accident recently, I wish 
her well in your paper. 

We have received a photo
graph and an accompanying 
letter from Mr Ken Turner for 
our archives column but as it 
was a photo of the whole boys 
school taken just twelve 
months on from our April edi
tion photo, and as these pic
tures take nearly two pages, I 
have declined publication for 
the time being. 

However Ken makes some 
interesting points in his letter 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

~ 
BEDROOMS KITCHENS BATHROOMS 

CROWN have 
now introduced 
a low priced 

range of 
flat-pack units 
to their range 

of Quality 
Kitchens. 

For a no obligation, free design 
and quote or brochure 

Direct from the factory, the right kitchen to suit 
your BUDGET 

R• 0543 453511 Low Cost Finance Available Iflg -Tenants welcome. Written details on request 

Also available a 
wide range of 
Self Fit Units 

nd Replacemen 
Doors - most 
available from 
stock within 
24 hours. 

Monday to Friday 
9.00 - 5.30 

Saturday 
9.00 - 5.00 

~ ~ IBJUCGIBJ ~1rllllE J.E1r5) lIB IR ctD .'Wt N 181 U 1L 1L ~ 
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ARCHIVES CONTINUED 

Looking at the picture in 
April's Gazelle, l think I was a 
year or two older than Brian 
Hopley, but I well remember a 
similar introduction from Mr 
Simpkin myself 

I don't think l was ever 
"A/berted" but imagine the reac
tion today if teachers came out 
with such threats. Sadly today 
pupils only know the "curricu
lum", and nowhere is Albert 
mentioned in that. 

Another character who was 
well respected was Ray Massey. 
He was deputy head and also 
taught history and maths. Mr 
Massey could put the fear of god 
into you by just looking, with a 
hideous grin on his face, and his 
hair swept from one side of his 
head to the other in a sort of Adolf 
Hitler style. 

He often referred to "baked 
bean breakfasts" as he pounded 
the desk with his cane. 
Apparently we were not to upset 
him if he had baked beans for 
breakfast. 

Does anybody recall the tor
ture tree? The reception of the 
newcomers was overshadowed by 
certain individuals who would 
place you on the tree, which was 
shaped like a large catapult, and 

IN MEMORY 
WATSON (Mom and Dad). 
Thinking of you at this time, the 
memories of us together, the happy 
times we shared, miss you very 
much. Love Phyllis, Barry, Deborah, 
Simon, Emily, Susan, David and 
Jessecca 
WILES - ERNIE, 6 Dec 1990. 
December comes with sad regret,. It 
brings back a day I shall never for
get, Out of my life you may have 
gone, but precious memories still 
live on. Loving wife Blanche. 
WILES - ERNEST, (Dad) 6 Dec 
1990. I think of you with love, 
Remember you with pride, No verse 
I write could ever say how I feel 
inside. Always loved and remem
bered. Daughter Sheila and Michael. 
SIMS - BILL, Jan 9th 1993. One 
lonely year without you, the saddest 
I have known. Only God knows how 
much I miss you, as I go through life 
alone, God Bless. wife Ida. 
BRINDLEY GEORGE - Treasured 
memories of a very dear husband, 
Dad and Grandad, passed away 
27th December 1992. Christmas 
comes with sad regret, it brings back 
a day we will never forget. Always 
thoughtful, loving and kind, What a 
wonderful memory he left behind. 
Still very sadly missed and forever 
in our thoughts. Loving wife Iris, 
David and Janet, Paul and Debbie, 
Julie and John, and Granddaughters, 
Emma, Kate and Rachel. God Bless. 

pound their knuckles on the back 
of your lread. 

It sf ill stands to this day by the 
bottom gate of the annexe, inno
cently surrounded by plants. 

Discipline was, to my mind far 
better then than the state of affairs 
that exist today. I remember one 
boy being caned in front of the 
whole school, because there had 
been a complaint from a member 
of the public about him spitting in 
Holland Park the previous day. 

Finally I wonder what hap
pened to the bell that hung on a 
girder from the first floor. 

Yours faitlifully, 
Ken Turner 

Editors Comment 
I wonder if any of our 

younger readers ever look at 
the archives page, and if they 
do I wonder what their reac
tion is on reading about the 
things that used to go on when 
we were kids. Come lads and 
lasses let's have a few views 
of yours. 

Do you think we had it 
cushy, or do you thing the 
pressures are harder today? 

Would you like more disci
pline or do you think it's O.K. 
as it is? 

MEMORIAL 
SERVICE 

DISCONTINUED? 
After last month's story 

of trapped miner Mr 
Lionel Walker, an ex col
lier has been in touch ask
ing what has happened to 
the memorial service for 
the miners who were 
killed. Apparently on the 
anniversary of the disaster 
a ceremony took place in 
Walsall Wood Church in 
which a miners safety 
lamp was carried to the 
alter and back usually by 
an ex miner. 

Speaking to other min
ers they tell a similar story 
and to try and ascertain 
the facts we tried to con
tact the church but up 
until the time of going to 
press, we have had no 
luck, but we shall be fol
lowing the matter up. 

POSTBAG • 
Last issue's article about the closure of Brownhills sort 
office caused a reaction. Here are just two of the letters 
received. 

Dear Sir, 
I've just received my copy of the 
Gazette and was most incensed to 
read that we may lose our sorting 
office. l don't know about anyone else 
but l am heartily sick of Brownhills 
playing second fiddle to Walsall. It 
seems to me that they are contemptu
ous of us. Go to it, l /rope our objec
tions succeed. 
Yours in hope, 

Mrs M. Allen, Brownhills 

Dear Editor, 
Could you please pass on our objec
tions to the closing of tire Brownhi//s 
sorting office. ls this another minus 
for Brownhills? No bowling green, no 
public toilets, no Christmas lights. ls 
Brown/rills High Street like Walsall 
Wood High Street going to end up as 
just another road leading to a motor
way? 

Carry on the good work. 

Mr and Mrs Gooch, Brownhilli 

Editor's comment 

The official line on the closur 
that no decision will be m 
until the 10th of January. She 
the sorting office close what ; 
be the effects for the peopl1 
Brownhills? I think it is obvi 
that the mail is going to ar; 
later if the postmen have to so; 
in Walsall and then transport i 
Brownhil/s. How will this aj 
members of the public and ab 
all businesses in the area. I Ii 
the Post Office make plam 
store undelivered parcels in 
town. I, for one, don't fancy 
idea of having to travel 
Walsall every time I'm not h 
receive a parcel, how do yo11 feE 

FACE LIFT FOi 
BROWNHILLS 

COMMON 
Walsall Countryside 

Services have just begun a pro
gramme of conservation work 
on Brownhills Common. This 
vital work has a strict dead
line - work has to be done and 
dusted by March 1994 to avoid 
untimely disturbance of nest
ing birds. 

Brownhills Common is 
mainly lowland heath, an 
internationall y rare habitat 
similar to Cannock Chase and 
parts of Sutton Park. The 
heathland suppor ts a wide 
variety of wildlife not other
wise found in the Borough 
including heather, gorse, 
lizards and spiders. 

Conserving heathland is a 
fine art, involving many tech
niques and processes. 

Wendy Ross, Countryside 
Ranger is in charge of the 
operation. "Much of this work 
looks fairly drastic and some 

people may feel angry a 
upset. However it is import; 
to realise that the work i: 
short term measure 

for long term benefi 
Without the work this rare 

heathland would so 
become an overgrown scn 
land."' she informed us. 

Wendy added that any p• 
damage would be repair 
allowing visitors to enjoy I 
site and it's wildlife withc 
difficulty. 

Once the programme 
completed the Countrysi 
Services will be producint 
leaflet on a visitor's trail whi 
will highlight the history a 
wildlife of the area. 

Anyone interested in me 
details on Brownhi 
Common should contact t 
Rangers o n (0543) 374782 
Countryside Services 021 2 
9464. 
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, IN CARDS, NEWS, STATIONARY AND CONFECTIONARY 
:11111::11a:11.m11:11em11 :~;111\ 

YOUR LOCAL 

FOR 

Harris 
c I ea n 

It's Right, It's Ready, It's Guaranteed. 

A SUPERB RANGE OF 
GIFrS INCLUDING: 

RUSS, FIESTA GLASS, 
SIMON ELVIN, HALLMARK. 
*CALENDERS & DIARIES* 

Look out for our Special Cleaning 
Offers Displayed on our Windows 

Made to order~-- · 
PRIVATE , 
WEDDING . 
STATIONERY 
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Brownhills Central 
Townswomens Guild 

As a speaker had not been 
booked for the November Meeting, 
Members enjoyed a social evening 
during which the Quiz Team had 
the opportunity of sharing their 
experiences of Mulhouse with 
those present, including several 
visitors who were made welcome. 

On 4th November the Quiz 
Team had been invited to meet the 
Mayor and Mayoress (Cllr. and 
Mrs. Moorman) at the Town Hall. 
Also present were Mr. John Watts, 
Director of Housing and Mr. Tom 
Field, a member of the Housing 
Team. Mr. Field has recently won a 
very prestigious award for design
ing the LIF E ALERT card. This is 
available to all pensioners in the 
Walsall area and g ives vital details 
of medication, next of kin, tele
phone numbers etc., which may be 
needed in an emergency. 

The Mayor was particularly 
interested in meeting us as he will 
himself be making an official visit 
to Mulhouse in April next year. 
We were pleased to tell him of the 
people we had met and the places 
we had visited in a relaxed and 
informal atmosphere. For the occa
sion some of our photographs had 
been enlarged and put on display. 
We were grateful for the Joan of 
the d isplay for our November 
meeting and Guild Members were 
pleased to have the opportunity of 
seeing it. 

Iris Poxon began her account by 
tell ing Membe rs how the Team 
came to take part in the Quiz 
(which had been organised by 
Walsall Housing Department). It is 
far too long a story to go into here 
as there were many obstacles to 
overcome before we even got to 
the final. We did, however, win 
through to take part in what we all 
agree must be the experience of a 

life-time. 
Floss Dickinson chipped in 

with her account of events. For her 
the highlight of the trip was the 
flight which she never ceases to 
enthuse about the would not have 
missed for anything in the world. 
She went on to tell everyone how 
she came to mislay her handbag, 
containing travel documents and 
money. We had a worrying couple 
of hours but fortunately it was 
found and brought to us while we 
were visiting the Mulhouse 
Council chambers by special mes
senger. This is an outstanding 
example of the consideration with 
which we were treated by our 
hosts. 

Vi Cliff then took up the story 
and told of our visit to the Hotel 
Retraite d' Arc. This is a home for 
the elderly, having facilities to care 
for the disabled. We arrived at 
lunchtime and had our meal with 
the residents. The dining room was 
beautifully appointed and accom
modated 80 to 100 people. The 
Mayor of Mulhouse M. Jean-Marie 
Boeke) was present, together with 
Mme Monique Leborgne, Deputy 
Mayor, and several other digni
taries. Iris, Vi, Floss and myself 
shared a table with a gentleman of 
93 who had learned English eighty 
years ago. Despite being deaf he 
was able to converse w ith us in 
writing. He had a lively sense of 
humour and insisted that he felt 
more like 39 than 93 .. Whatever 
the truth may be he managed to 
keep us amused all through lunch. 
Vi retained the scribbled notes and 
brought them along to show Guild 
Members. She has s ince h eard 
from he r gentleman friend, who 
has found memories of our visit. 

This year is the European Year 
of the Elderly and we were invited 

to take part in the celebrations by 
the people of Mulhouse. We had 
the opportunity of meeting groups 
from other Twin Towns - Anvers, 
Kassel, Chemnitz, Tel-Aviv and 
Bergamo. With the help of our 
phrase books and a bit of ingenuity 
we were able to break through the 
language barrier and make our
selves understood - I think. 

Mulhouse is the second biggest 
town of the Alsace region and has 
a population of 200,000. Alsace 
used to be known as Alsace 
Lorraine and is situated on the bor
ders of Germany and Switzerland. 
It has changed hands many times 
over the centuries and during 
WWII it was occupied by the 
Germans. There was extensive war 
damage but fortunately the main 
square, the Place de la Reunion 
remains intact. The square forms 
the historic heart of the city and 
here stands the medieval Town 
Hall, characteristic of the Rhine 
Renaissance style of architecture, 
and the Temple of St. Stephen, 
with its 14th century s tained glass 
windows and 17th century choir 
stalls. 

We attended morning service at 
St. Stephens on Sunday, the day of 
our departure, and were present at 
a chris tening. The grandparents 
were English and had travelled to 
Mulhouse for the occas ion. We 
were invited to join the christening 
party for refreshments in the 
church afterwards. 

There are many fine museums 
in Mulhouse including the world 
famous Schlumpf Motor Museum. 
This was a joy to visit and we 
could easily have spent the whole 
day there, but our busy schedule 
did not permit it. 

There are approximately 900 
cars on display, all in pristine con-

dition and all under one vast roof. 
There are several steam driven 
models from the early 1800's, and 
models of every make from the 
1890's onwards. These include 
Mercedes, Bugatti, Renault, Rolls
Royce and many more. Several of 
the Bugatti models are worth in 
excess of £Sm. Anyone travelling 
by car in this area of France would 
find a visit to the Motor Museum a 
most rewarding experience. 

Indeed it would be well worth 
spending a few days sightseeing in 
Mulhouse as there is so much to 
see. 

During our stay we earned the 
sobriquet 'The Funny Ladies'. We 
were assured by M. Jean-Jaques 
Brunner, Director of International 
Relations, that this was not meant 
disrespectfully, but everyone was 
surprised that we, being English, 
so obviously enjoyed al the events 
in which we took part. They prob
ably expected us to be typically 
British, serious and a loof. I am 
glad to say that we were none of 
these things. 

It was suggested by the group 
from Anvers, Belgium, that each of 
the Twin Towns should host the 
others on a yearly basis. The sug
ges tion was enthusiastically 
received everyone taking part. 

Now that the festive season is 
upon us, I take this opportunity, 
on behalf of the Committee and 
Gui ld Members, of w ishing all 
Gazette readers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. Many 
thanks to all those who have 
helped and supported us through
out the year and we look forward 
meeting more visitors at our meet
ings in 1994. 

Stella Hodgkiss 
Press Officer 

SINGLE BEDS FROM 
DOUBLE BEDS FROM 

£49.99 
12 x THREE PIECE 
SUITES IN STOCK 
ALL REDUCED TO 

DOUBLE PINE BEDS 
FROM£89.99 

SINGLE PINE BEDS FROM £59.99 

SINGLE MATRESSES FROM £35 
DOUBLE MATRESSES FROM £55 

*MYERS "MYERPAEDIC"* 
4' 6" NON-DRAWER 

Normally £399 - Half Price £199 
SAME DAY, FREE, LOCAL DELIVERY FROM STOCK 

CLEAR 

LARGE 
SELECTION OF 

REPRODUCTION 
FURNITURE, 

TABLE 
AND CHAIRS, 

WALL UNITS AND 
OCCASIONAL 
FURNITURE 

A.__..r-...- BUNK BEDS COMPLETE 
FROM £169.99 

Unit 2 Walsall Road, 
Walsall Wood 

(Opp. B1ron1 Court Hot•I) 

Tel: 0543 360584 

~ ""'"'°"'" fZl ' JO -I. JO Mon-S.r 
10.00"'-00 iurt 

l:a:l' 1-=-1-=-M =-1 
:!...,, LICHFIELD ROAO 

~I la 
.. 
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No 
Money 
for 

, Lights 
Several High Street traders in 

Brownhills have made their feel
ings known to the WMBC, on 
hearing that there wiU be no fes
tive lights in the town this year. 

BROWNHILLS GAZETTE, DECEMBER 1993 11 

The reason giv en to the 
Gazette by the W alsa II 
Community Services Mr Mike 
Gaffney is the restricted budget 
provided this year as a result of 
the Council's financial cut 
backs. 

No lights this Christmas for Town Centre. 

"None of the other outlying 
towns are having lights this 
year" Mr Gaffney stated "but 
after lights had been installed in 
Walsall town centre, we found 
that enough money was over to 
provide and light a Christmas 

tree in the surrounding towns, 
and this we have done". 

We did ask what had hap
pened to last years lights and 
suggested that surely to erect 
existing installations would be 
minimal. 

We were told that contractors 
had to be paid for installations 

r srATION TRAV.EL I _ 12 and 16 Seater Mini Buses 
I Ql:bristma.5 ~ooking.5 anb ~tw ~tar ~ookings 

.flow ~ting 'Ql:aktn 

AIRPORTS • BLACKPOOL LIGHTS • DAY OUT 
NIGHT CLUBS • SHORT & LONG DISTANCES 

AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
Why Delay - Phone Today 

on 0543 372191 - Mobile 0831 535775 
OR CALL AT: 

209 WATLING STREET, BROWNHILLS, WALSALL. WEST MIDLANDS WSB 7JU. 
PERSONAL SERVICE GUARANTEED 

MIDLAND STAR VALET " 
& MECHANICAL SERVICES 

SPECIALISTS IN MOTOR 
VEH ICLE VALETING 

AN D REPAIR S 
o .. · ate and Trade 

21 Pe sal oad. Brownhills, Walsall. 
0543 452993 (.ji 

and hundreds of bulbs had to be 
replaced each year, which all 
pushed up costs. 

Gents outfitter Graham 
Hewes stated "What a scrooge 
like, penny pinching policy to 
have. I think its disgusting that 
during the festive season we 
can't have a few lights to enter 

BINOCULARS FROM £19.99 

I POINT & SHOOT WITH 
BUILT IN FLASH FROM £19.99 

A RANGE OF EASY TO USE 

into the sp irit of Christmas. 
Despite its unattractive appear
ance Brownhills attracts thou
sands of people throughout the 
year, and this is one opportunity 
to look the part . Considering 
the high rates that traders are 
asked to pay a few lights is sure
ly not asking too much". 

CAMCORDERS COMPLETE ..---~tiii.irill 

~· .FROM £499.99 

Not only do 
these items make 
wonderful gifts, 
they're absolute 

necessities to have 
on hand during 

the holidays. 
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FIVE FANTASTIC PRIZES -GAZET~ 
"ricke~s for• 

Win Four Tickets to see 
SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS 

The Grand, Wolverhampton 
on Thursday 27th January 1994 

The Grand Theatre 
Wolverhampton are promising 
their audiences 'the funniest pan
tomime you are ever likely to see!'. 
Teaming the zany humour of TV 
favourite Stu' (I could crush a 
grape) Francis with Chuckle 
Brothers Paul (the tall one) and 
Barry (the short one with the 
funny legs) should definitely make 
more than a few manic moments 
and give the chuckle mus<;les a 
workout, Stu' plays 'Muddles' 
while The Chuckles Brothers are 
'The Henchmen'. 

Adding the glamour to may
hem, the lovely Linda Lusardi in 

her favourite pantomime role 
'Snow White'. 

Her career now firmly 
entrenched in theatre, film and TV, 
she has appeared with many stars 
including Little and Large, Smith 
and Jones (Mel & Grif), Bruce 
Forsyth, Brian Conley, Christopher 
Lee and the legendary Norman 
Wisdom when she took her first 
pantomime role as Cinderella. 

West Midlander Tommy 
Mundon makes a welcome return 
playing 'Dame Clara Dayout', Hi
De-Hi' s Nikki Kelly has left 
'Maplins' to be Wicked Queen 
Natasha', and Kenny Baker 'Star 

Wars fame leads the dwarfs as 
'Smiler', and another face making 
a welcome retu rn, that of radio 
WM's Gordon Astley as the valet. 

QUESTIONS SNOW WHITE 
AND THE SEVEN DWARFS 

1. Stu' plays who? 
2.Which 'Henchman' has 'the 
funny legs?' 
3. Linda Lusardi is 'Snow White', 
but who was she in her first pan
tomime? 
4. Who plays 'Dame Clara' 
5. Which holiday camp was home 
to 'Wicked Queen Natasha'. 

Win four tickets to see 
THE SNOWMAN - The Birmingham Rep 

on Wednesday 19th January (Matinee) 
The Snowman, an enchanting, 

atmospheric story of a young boy's 
magical meeting with The 
Snowman, Raymond Briggs classic 
Christmas story will be performed 
at the Birmingham Rep from 6th 
December to 29th January, 10.30 
a .m. and 2 p.m. Evening perfor
mances on 6, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31st 
December 1993 and lst January 
1994 only, 7 p.m. 

In the Rep' s production the 
story is told through music and 
dance, with extended score by 
composer Howard Blake, w hich 
will be played live by the English 
Serena ta. 

The Snowman has delighted 
children of all ages, and is guaran
teed to be enjoyed by anyone who 
was captivated by the original 
film. 

QUESTIONS THE SNOWMAN 

1. The Snowm an was written 
by ... ? 
2. Who does the young boy meet? 
3. The story will be told through 

4. Who wrote the extended score 
for the Birmingham Rep's pro
duction? 
5. Who will play the music? 

Win four tickets to see 
PICKWICK - Alexandra Theatre, Birmingham 

on Monday 17th January 1994 
"Pickwick" s tars Sir Harry 

Secombe, Ruth Madoc, Roy Castle 
and Glyn Houston. Sir Harry will 
recreate the role of Samuel 
P ickwick which he first made 
famous in 1963, while Ruth Madoc 
plays Mrs. Bardell, Pickwick's hus
band hungry housekeeper. Roy 
Castle rejoins the company in 
Birmingha m to play the part of 
Tony Weller. 

"Pickwick", based on Dickens' 
"Posthumous Papers of the 
Pick wick Club", is packed full of 
comic capers and festive music. 

It is brought to us by the mak-

ers of "Scrooge" and includes the 
song that Sir Harry made famous -
"If I ruled The World", along with 
others such as "Look Into Your 
Heart", "The Trouble With 
Women" and "Do As You Would 
Be Done By". 

Other favourite Dickens' char
acters in the show include the 
flamboyant, womanising Alfred 
Jingle played by Michael Howe 
and the ever faithful Sam Weller 
(the role which Roy Castle took in 
1963) who is played by David 
Cardy. 

QUESTIONS 'PICKWICK' 

Sir Harry Secombe plays 
'Pickwick', in what year did he 
first appear in the role? 

Pickwick is based on? 

Who plays Pickwick's 'husband 
hungry housekeeper'? 

Womanising Alfred Jingle i s 
played by? 

Roy Castle rejoins the company to 
play Tony Weller, but which role 
did he take in 1963? 

1 
DICK WHITTIJ 

on T1 
"An even bigger and better par 

tomime production than last year 
'Aladdin"'. The promise made by tl
Birmingham Hippodrome Theatre 
production team for this year's par 
tomime DICK WHITTINGTON. 

The show is bound to sparkl4 
packed as it is with stars from stag 
and small screen. 

Dick Whittington is played by tl
lovely, 'Miss Rosemarie Ford' of th 
Generation Game, John Nettles, sti 
best associated with 'Bergerac' bt 
more recently appearing with th 
Royal Shakespeare Company i 
Stratford, plays 'King Rat', whil 
'Dorien' from Birds of a FeathE 
(Lesley Joseph) becomes 'Fairy BOI 
Bells'. Jeffrey Holland is 'in servio 

Rosemarie Ford as Dick Whittir 
Whittington at the Birmingham 
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SERIES CHRISTMAS COMPETITION 
e best: Sh0"'7S 

four tickets to see Win four tickets to see 
BLITHE SPIRIT - Birmingham Rep' 

on Wednesday 19th January 1994 
TON - Birmingham Hippodrome 
aay 15th February 1994 
ce again, not as a butler (You Rang 

!'Lord), but putting on a frock to 
la)\ "Sara the Cook", while special 

Whittington' at lhe Birming ham 
Hippodrome Theatre. 

As an alternative to seasonal pan
tomime, the Birmingham Rep' are pre
senting Noel Cowards 'Blithe Spirit'. 
Meet the amiable 'Charles' whose pri
vate world is thrown into chaos as he 
tries to placate two wives. John 
Labanowski who takes the role never 
encountered problems such as these 
when appearing in 'Coronation Street', 
'Eastenders' and 'The Bill'. 

December. 
Those who haven't seen this 

Coward Comedy should certainly 
make a note not to miss it, and those 
who have will certainly want to sec it 
again. 

~ star, Wayne Sleep displays his QUESTIOSS DICK WHITTINGTON 

~
rb dancing skills as the cat. 

i ing star Vince Hill plays 
rman Fitzwarren, also adding to 

e line up 'King of the Road' 
irmingham B.B.C. T.V. star, Ross 
· g, Wolf from the Gladiators, the 

1. Lesley Joseph, ' Dorien' of 'Birds 
of a Feather p lays ............. ? in Dick 
Whi ltington. 
2. King Rat in Dick Whittington, 
what role is John Nettles better 
known for? 

Questions Blithe Spir it 

1. Who wrote 'Blithe Spirit'? 
mmons Brothers (who appeared 

i th Des O'Connor in Cinderella), 
d for good measure 'International 
rcus Stars', The Ben Karim Troupe, 
e glamorous Pantomime Dancers 
d children from the Birmingham 

age School. Mix all this with a little 
usic and production magic and you 
ve? Pantomime at its best, 'Dick 

3. Miss Ford is on the boards as Dick 
Whittington, what is her christian 
name? 
4. A butler in (Yo u Rang M'Lord', 
Jeffrey Holland is agai n below 
stairs. What part is he playing? 
5. Who plays Dick Whittington's 
cat? 

Nursie (Blackadder II), better 
known a s actress Patsy Byrne is 
Madam Arcati, the energetic, eccentric 
and too su ccessful medium who inad
ver tently materialises the spirit of 
'dead sexy', with the emphasis on the 
dead, first wife Elvira p layed by Eve 
Matheson known for her T.V. role of 
Zoe in the B.B.C. comedy M ay to 

2. Madam Arcati is played by Patsy 
Byrne, 
who did she play in 'B lackadder II'? 
3. What does Madam Arcati 'conjure 
up'? 
4. 'Charles' has a problem, what is it? 
5. Eve Matheson really enters inta the 
'spirit' of things, who does she play? 

l 
1 

in Dick 
odrome 

.-----------------------------------------------, GAZETTE CHRISTMAS COMPETITIONS ENTRY FORM 
ENTRIES TO: GAZETIE CHRISTMAS COMPETITIONS, 9A COLESHILL ROAD, HODGE HILL, IlIRMINGHAM, B36 8DT 

COMPETITION RULES: This competition is not open to employees of Baker Bond Printing and Publishing Limited or Gazette 
Publications, their families or any other person connected with the "Gazette Christmas Competitions". 

The prizes will be awarded to the first correct entries drawn and the Editor's decision is final. Winners will be notified and names 
published in subsequent issues of the Gazette. 

Closing date for entries: 22nd December 1993. 

DICK WHITTINGTON PICKWICK 

(1 ) ................ .... ................................................... . (1 ) .... .. .. .............. ··· ·· ················· ······················ ..... . 
(2) .................. ..... .......... ..... ............ .... ........ ......... . (2) ................... ... ............ ..... ........... .. ....... .... ........ . 
(3) ... ....... ... ... ............................... ............... ...... ... . (3) ... ... .................. .... ... ........... .. .............. ............. . 
(4) ......... ......... ........... ... ........... .... ........ ................ . (4) .... ..... .............................. .. .... .. ... ..................... . 
(5) .................................... ........................... ........ . (5) .................................................. ... .......... ..... ... . 

BLITHE SPIRIT SNOW WHITE 

(1 ) ..... ............... .. ........ ............ ............................. . (1 ) .... ....... .................. ................. .. ........ ... ............ . 
(2) ..... ....... .... .... ......... ..... ..................................... . (2) ....................................................................... . 
(3) ................. ...... ........ ............ ..... ............... ...... .. . (3) .... ... .................................................... ............ . 
(4) .. ... ..... ....... ... .. ...... ..... ................................. .. ... . (4) .. ........ ..... ...... .......... ...... ... ........ ........... ... ......... . 
(5) ........ ..... .... ..... ... .... ... ..... ..... ............. .... ............ . (5) ......... ...... ...... ........ ................. ... ... ; ... ............... . 

THE SNOWMAN 
NAME .................. ... .............. .. .... ... ..... .. ..... .. .... .. . 

(1 ) ...... ...... ... ...... ... ....... ....... .............. ....... ............ . ADDRESS ... .. ........ .......... .... .. .......... ... ..... ..... .. ... . 
(2) ...... .... ....... ....... ...... ...... ........................... ........ . 
(3) .................................... ......... .. ...... .................. . 
(4) ............. ... .............. ............... ....... ......... .... ...... . POSTCODE .. ........... .. .................... ........ ......... ... . 

(5)... ... ... ... .... ..... ................. ....... .. ....... .... ........ ...... TELEPHONE NO .............. ....... .............. ..... ...... . 
L-----------------------------------------------~ 
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SCHOOL NEWS... SCHOOL NEWS... SCHOOL NEWS ... 

BROWNHILLS COMMUNITY SCHOOl 
ANOTHER 

SUCCESSFUL 
OPEN DAY 

Over 300 pa rents v is ited 
Brownhills Community School on 
their Annual Open day held on 
Thursday, 18th November. 

Visitors were welcomed by 
Headteacher, Allan Jarrett, who 
stressed the strong caring support 
structure at the school and the 
emphasis placed on achieving and 
recognising excellence. 

Parents and pupils toured the 
excellent facilities ava ilable to 
youngsters at the school and 
viewed the numerous exhibitions 
of pupils work and projects. 

Walsall LEA ask parents to 
choose a secondary school for 
their Year 6 youngsters by early 
December althoug h parents can 
make application to the school or 
the LEA after that date if they so 
wish. For furthe r information 
please te lephone Mrs Audre y 
Jackson on (0543) 452886. 

FROG RACE 
Brownhills 

School Home 
C o m muni ty 
and School 

Association held their second 
s uccessful 'F rog Race' on 
Saturday 6 November, in the 
Community Lounge. 

Now for those who have not 
been to a Frog Race before fear 
not, as it does not in\•oh·e live 
frogs, ponds or water. The ' frog' 
itself is a la rge wooden shape 
threaded on a s tring cove ring 
the length of the course, by gen
tl y pulling the str ing the frog 
moves along the course. From 
then on it resembles a horse race. 

Frogs were sold before racing 
bega n allowing jockeys time, 
between races, to familiarise 
themselves with their 'mounts' . 
The choice of jockey influenced 
the betting and 'favourites' 
began to appear at the tote. As 
the evening went on 'form' of 
certain jockeys sta rted to tell but 
as in any race 'outs iders' occa-

sionally stole the show, much to 
the delight of the punters. 

All in all there were six main 
sponsored races, two inv ita tion 
races, a tote handicap and the 
Gr and Final. Everyone who 
came had a great night out, 
which for £2.50 (including a fish 
and chip supper), was very good 
\•alue for money. 

Another race night has been 
pencilled in for next year's cal
endar so if you missed this one 
keep an eye out for the next. 

Brownhills C ommun ity 
School Home and School 
Association would like to thank 
the followin g businesses for 
their generous sponsorship: 

Downes's Newsagents 
E.E. Jones Photographers 
Marshall's Confectioners 
MacDonalds Butchers 
A.E. Poxon Butchers 
E. Howdle Butchers. 

BROWNHILL~ 

SCHOOL
SPORTS 
NEWS: 

Brownhills School v The Friary 
Wed, lst December 1993 

Teams from Years 7, 8 and 
each played a friendly mat• 
against The Friary. In only th1 
second match this year, the Yea1 
team had a splendid performan 
and eventually drew 7-7 in tl 
closing moments of the game. 

The Year 8 team play1 
s uperbly and easily won the 
game. The team from Year 9 on 
a g ain s howed 100% effort b 
eventually lost their match. 

Swimming - v Aldridge -
Thurs, 2nd December 1993 

A splend id performance by . 
Brownhills swimmers. The fir 
result being a victory fo r Aldrid 
School who proved a tough opf 
sition to compete against. 

BROWNHILLS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION: 
Forthcoming events at Brownhills 
Community School, Deakin 
Avenue, are as follows:-

Saturday. 22nd January 1994: 
"War Babies" Night 
Community Lounge 
8.00 - 12.00 pm 
Tic kets available from the 
Community Office (0543) 452119 

Tuesday - Saturday. 15th - 19th 
February 1994: 
"HMS Pinafore" - Walsall Gilbert 
& Sullivan Society - School the
atre 7.30 pm start 
Tickets availabl e from Fran 
Trawford - Tel (0543) 372967 

Tue & Wed £ 4 
adults, £3.50 students/OAPs 
Thurs A ll 
tickets £4 
Fri & Sat 
£4.50 

All 

ADULT EDUCATION: 

tickets 

There are a number o f new cours
es w hich wi ll be s tarting in the 

New Year and there are sti ll 
places left: 

For 10 weeks each : RSA 
Computer Literacy and 
Information Technology (CLAIT) 
Commencing: 

Monday 10th January 
Desk Top Publishing 
7.00 - 9.00 pm 
Wednesday 12th January 
Spreadsheets 
7.00-9.00 pm 
Satu rday 15th January 
Word Processing 
9.30 - 11.30 am 

Thursday 13th January 
Public First Aid 
7.00 - 9.00 pm (St John's Cert) 

3 week course: 
St John 's First Aid for Chi ld 
Minders and Teachers 
Course Fee - £8.50 + £6 fo r First 
Aid Manual. 

All 10 w eeks co urses - £22 
(includes resource supplement) 

In addition, for people who are 
not sure whether they are ready 
to ta ke a n exam, but fee l that 
qualifications would improve 
their job prospects, we shall be 
hosting : 

Pre-GCSE English -
commencing Tues, 25th January 
7.00 - 9.00pm 

Pre-GCSE Maths 
commencing Sat, 29th January 
10.00 - 12 noon 

These course are ~ and are run 
by the College of Con tinuing 
Education (RIGHT TO LEARN ) 
in partnership w ith Brownhills 
Community Association. There is 
no examination involved but will 
prepare students for the examina
tion courses, both of which will 
be available at Brownhills from 
September 1994. 

ADULT EDUCA TIQ N 
Spring Flower Arranging 
5 weeks 
Co mmences Wednesd ay, 23 rd 
February 1994 

TEA TIME CLASSES: 
There are spaces for 8-11 year 
olds in the TECHNOLOGY class 
on Wednesday, 4.00 - 5.00 pm. 

Also limited spaces for SWIM
MING, Wednesday, 3.45 - 4.45 
pm. 

Both classes restart 12th January 
1994 

ANY ENQUIRIES FOR ANY OF 
THE ABOVE RING (0543) 
452119. 

STOP PRESS 

LADIES SELF DEFENCE (New 
tu tor) - 10 weeks 
co mmencing Wednesday, 12th 
January 1994 - 7.00- 8.30pm 

We are float ing this course again 
with a new tutor (BAI Coaching 
Diploma) 

For any furth er d etail s - (0543) 
452119 
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SCHOOL NEWS... SCHOOL NEWS... SCHOOL NEWS ... 

SHAFALI 
SPECIAL GUEST 

AT AWARDS 
DAY: 

Shafali Oza was the Special 
Guest at Brownhills Community 
School Awards Day on Monday, 
22nd November. Shafali is the 
weather presenter on the BBC 
Midlands Today programme. 

The Awards Day was held in 
two halves with the afternoon ses
sion recognising the achievements 
of pupils in years 7, 8 and 9. Mr 
John Lay-Flurrie, Headteacher of 
Millfield JM! School spoke to the 
pupils and emphasised the need 
fo r all youngsters to stri ve to 
attain their very highest potential. 

The evening ceremony was for 
members of Years 10, 11, 12 and 
13 and members of the Brownhills 
Community A ssociat ion. 
Headteacher, Allan Jarrett, 
stressed the importance of the 
community dimension of the 
school and the strong ties with the 
Association. Mrs Margaret Smart 
received a specia l community 
award for services to the needy in 
Poland and Russia and Mr 
Thomas Rivers received a special 
community award for services to 
the people of Brownhi11s in organ
ising the poppy collections and 
remembrance day parades. 

CALENDAR
BROWNHILLS 
COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL 
Monday 20th Dec and 
Tuesday 21st Dec 
Christmas Concerts 
Wednesday 22nd Dec 
School closes for Christmas 
Holiday 
Tuesday 4th Jan 94 
Baker Day 
Wednesday Sth Jan 94 
School re-opens 
Friday 7th Jan 94 
Year 9 pupils to Bryntysilio 
Thursday 20th Jan 94 
Year 12/13 Parents' Evening at 
Shire Oak 
Thursday 27th Jan 94 
Staff Pantomime "Snow White 
and the 7 Dwarfs" 
Friday 28th Jan 94 
Staff Pantomime "Snow White 
and the 7 Dwarf s" 
Saturday 29th Jan 94 
Staff Pantomime "Snow White 
and the 7 Dwarfs" 
Wednesday 2nd Feb 94 
Year 11 Parents' Evening 

OGLEY HAY JUNIORS 

Ogley 
Newspaper 

Eight Ogley Hay Junior pupils 
have spent the last few weeks writ
ing a school newspaper. They have 
had help from Mr. Brian Mason of 
the Wolverhampton Express and 
Star. They decided to write the paper 
because they thought it would be 
fun and have carried out quite a lot 
of interviews. 

Probably the most interesting 
interview was the exclusive they had 
with Mr. Griffiths at the Rainbow 
House Children's Hospice site. The 
children in the school have support
ed this charity for some years now 
and have raised quite a lot of money 
over this time. 

The paper is expected to go on 
sale soon and the children are hop
ing to sell at least 100. Anyone who 
would like to purchase a copy is wel
come to do so from the school office. 

The opinion of the children in 

school is that it is a good mix of 
interviews, puzzles and pho
tographs. Mrs. Hill the childrens 
teacher said "! think the children 
have worked hard - it's a good 
read." 

• Half price eye 
examination for the 
over 60's 

• Competitive prices 
on all spectacles 

• Appointments not 
always necessary 

• For a limited period 
only 

A friendly, caring service with 
personal, professional 
attention. 
A family owned business 
offering a quality, value for 
money service. 
Full sight testing services 
including free NHS 
sight tests where applicable. 
Modern, convenient, local 
branches. 

PRICE EYE Branches at: 

EXAMINATION 
F 0 R T H E 0 V E R 

6 0 's 

C 0 LIN 
----Opti c i a 

2 I. Anclior Parade. 

Aldridge. Tel 109221 54151 

14. Octagon Centre. 

Burton on T rem 

Tel 102831 515862 

Scarr Arms Shopping Centre 

Grear Borr. Tel.· 02 1-35 7 7890 

I 7 3. High Street Horborne. 
Tel 021-427 1007 

33. Market Street. Ucli{ield. 

Tel 105431 254645 

I . Shrewsbury Moll. Rugeley. 

Tel 108891 5705441577492 

3. Fox & Goose Shopping Centre. 
Ward End. Tel 021 -784 5888 

INFORMATIO N HOTLINE 
0374 621 098 



16 BROWNHILLS GAZETIE, DECEMBER 1993 

SCHOOL NEWS... SCHOOL NEWS... SCHOOL NEWS ... 

BUSY SEASON FOR SHIRE OAK MUSICIANS 
Mus icians at Shire Oak Grant 

Maintained Community School 
will be looking forward to a well 
earned break over the Christmas 
holiday. The school boasts four 
bands and these enthusiastic and 
talented groups of young people 
have entertained and delighted 
audiences throughout the 
Midlands. If this wasn't enough 
some of them took their music 
abroad during the half-term holi
day and entertained on the conti
nent ! The bands are now hard at 
work putting tne final touches to 
their Chris tmas programme. 

FUND RAISER 

All four ba nds including the 
newest, The Shire Oak Stompers, 
put on a concert in October to raise 
money for sufferers of Parkinson's 
disease. This was the second year 
that thi s event had taken place 
and it was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all those who attended. The organ
isers are sure that this is certain to 
become a regular fixture so don't 
forge t to book your ti cke t nex t 
year. 

CROSSING THE 
WATER 

The Channel proved to be no 
ba rrier to two of the school bands. 
Brass Ablaze and the Concert Band 
travelled to the Continent during 
the half-term holiday. As well as 

enjoying the sights and doing a bit 
of souvenir hunting, the young 
musicians entertained audiences in 
Holland, Germany and 
Luxembourg. At their open air 
concerts crowds of people in the 
towns took a welcome break from 
shopping to be en tertained by 
these talented visitors from the 
U.K.. 

On slightly calmer water Shire 
Oak Brass and played at a Canal 
Boat Festival in Smethwick on the 
6th of November. Freezing weath
er did nothing to affect the band's 
performance and they delighted 
their audience. The Mayor and 
Mayoress of Walsall paid them a 
visit and the band members were 
thrilled to have thei r support. 

CHRISTMAS 
MARATHON 

The school's bands will be out 
and about during the festive sea
son celebrating this happy time. 
They will be playing to 17 primary 
schools in the area. No doubt this 
will be an event tha t younger 
pupils will remember and it will 
inspire future musicians that w ill, 
in tum, carry on the Shire Oak tra
d ition. The bands will be giving a 
number of public performances in 
December, here are some dates for 
your diary. Try and get along to 
enjoy the music and give your sup
port to these hard-working young 
musicians. 

FEEL FREE TO BROWSE WHILE THE 

Thursday the 16th, 7.45 p.m., St 
John's Church, Walsall Wood. 

Friday the 17th, 7.00 p.m. to 
9 .00 p.m., outside Tesco 's in 
Brownhills. Saturday the 18th, 
7.30 p.m., Methodist Chapel, 
Walsall Wood. Monday the 20th, 
7.30 p.m., Main School Hall, Shire 
Oak 

Tuesday the 21st, 1.00 p.m. to 
3.30 p.m., Saddler 's Centre, 
Walsall. 

CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT 

11tis annual concert will be held 
in the main school hall on Monday 
the 20th of December at 7.30 p.m. 
and al! four bands will be celebrat
ing the festive season. This event 
has always been popular and, as 
entry is limited by ticket, you 
should book early to avoid disap
pointment. Tickets are on sale in 
the School Music Department. The 
cos t is £1.00 for adults and 50 
pence for Senior Ci tizens and chil
dren (this includes a glass of wine 
or squash, mince pies and sausage 
rolls). The bands and the school 
music ia ns, Mrs Smith an d M r 
Smith (no relation), look forward 
to meeting you . 

BRYNTYSILIO 93 

A par t of Sixth Form s tudents 
from Shire Oak and Brow nhills 

e 4' 6' BEDS FROM £149 

e HEADBOARDS FROM £11.99 

e UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 
ON REMNANTS 

• Vast selection of rugs from £2.25 

• Chinese and Murat Rugs from £25 

Schools have just returned from 
Bryntysil io Outdoo r Education 
Centre, near Llangollen. They left 
behind their text books and school 
work in order to be put through 
their paces by the experienced staff 
at the Centre. During their 5 day 
stay the students had the opportu
nity to experience a variety of chal
lenging activities including: shoot
ing the weir at Ches ter in 
Canadian canoes, scal ing the 
heights of Trefor quarry, followed 
by the quickest descents on an 
abseil rope - not for the feint heart
ed. The students also became most 
proficient in the use of map and 
compass which proved most use
fu l when towards the end of the 
cou rse they h ad to navigate a 
demanding course in the heart of 
the Welsh countryside . As if this 
was not tough enough their jour
ney was punctuated with a variety 
of real life p roblem solving activi
t ies which they had to unravel 
before moving on to the next 
stage. Luckily they all eventually 
managed to complete these tasks 
well within the strict time limit. 

Al though tired and weary by 
the end of the course the general 
consensus of opinion from the stu
dents was that it had been a most 
challenging and reward ing experi
ence that they would no t have 
missed for the world. Some s tu
dents are even hoping to return to 
Bryntysilio in the summer to gain 
even further experience in their 
newly found skills. 

MILLFIELD 
YOUNG 

FUND-RAISERS 
Christmas preparations were 

put to one side as children at 
Millfield Primary School took 
part in the B.B.C. Children in 
Need Appeal. Year six made 
and sold over 180 Pudsey 
badges, other children took part 
in a sponsored colour Pudsey 
and parents joined in to make 
cakes that were sold at break 
times. Many child ren gave up 
their pla)·time crisps and pu t 
their pennies towards the cause. 
The children raised over £250 
and were thrilled lo see the 
school mentioned on the T.V. A 
special thank you goes to all 
those who took part and who 
helped. This is the second fund
raising event the children have 
taken pa rt in th is term. After 
Harvest Festiva l the school 
donated £100 to Ra inbow 
House. 



..... SCHOOL NEWS 

SHIRE OAK GRANT MAINTAINED 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL BANDS 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE 
MARATHON 

Once again as we approach the 
festive season our schools' bands 
will be out and about celebrating 
this happy time. 

As usual the bands will be 
playing for a number of primary 
schools within the area, seventeen 
to be precise this year, and no 
doubt Shire Oak students will 
enjoy entertaining younger pupils 
just as much as the audiences will 
enjoy their performances. 

The bands' commitments begin 
on 13th December and there is not 
a free evening or weekend 
between then and the last day of 
term. 

Their performances this year 
will be open to public audiences 
on 16th December, 1993 at 7.45 
p.m. at St. John's Church, Walsall 
Wood, 17th December outside 
Tesco's in Brownhills from 7.00 

p.m. to 9.00 p.m., 18th December 
at the Methodist Chapel. Walsall 
Wood from 7.30 p.m., 20th 
December in the Main School hall 
at Shire Oak from 7.30 p.m. and on 
the 2lst December at the Saddlers 
Centre from 1.00 p.m. - 3.30 p .m. 

Their full programme will be 
completed by 10.30 p.m. on the 
22nd December when our school 
musicians and Mrs Smith and Mr. 
Smith finally break up for their 
Christmas vacation. Tired, but 
happy in having brought pleasure 
to hundreds, no doubt our school 
band members will continue to be 
practising over the school holiday 
ready for their return after 
Christmas. On behalf of all band 
members and students generally -
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. We look forward to 
meeting you at any time. 

OAKWOOD SPECIAL SCHOOL 

CAN YOU HELP ? 
Parents and staff at Oakwood 

Special School in Walsall Wood 
work hard all year round to raise 
money to buy vital equipment. 
This school meets the needs of 
children aged 2 to 14 who have 
severe learning difficulties. They 
need to have every possible facility 
to ensure that they take part in as 
wide a range of activities as possi
ble. The school is trying to raise 
money for an outdoor play area at 
the moment and would be very 

glad of any item you can spare for 
raffles and tombolas. Anything 
that would sell on toy, book and 
craft stalls would also be much 
appreciated. If you can help, con
tact the school on Brownhills 
452040, they look forward to your 
call. The Parent Staff Association 
are planning lots of fund raising 
events for the future including 
quizzes, sponsored walks, car 
washes and coffee mornings. Look 
out for details in the Gazette. 

YOU COULD BUY A CHEAPER 
PORTABLE HEATER •••••• 

(BUT IT WILL COST YOU DEAR!) 
A ZIBRO KAMIN WORKS OUT UP TO 50% LESS EXPENSIVE 
TO RUN THAN ELECTRIC OR BUTANE POWERED PORTABLE 
HEATERS. A 2Kw MODEL COULD SAVE YOU Sp AN HOUR, 
WHICH OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS CAN AMOUNT TO 
100s OF POUNDS. COMPARED TO BOTTLED GAS HEATERS 
YOU WILL ALSO FIND ZIBRO KAMIN HEAT MORE PLEAS
ANT AND COMFORTABLE. OUR UNIQUE SYSTEM MEANS 
LESS FUMES AND LESS VAPOUR. ADD THIS TO NO FUSS REFUELING, EASY IGNITION 
AND CONTROLLABILITY. YOU WILL SOON WARM TO THE IDEA OF ZIBRO ZAMIN. 

Lindon Handyman's Supplies Ltd 
118 Lindon Road, Brownhills 

0543 375481 
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•Sprouts on 
the stick 

• Cauliflower 
•Potatoes 

You will find us on the A461 - 600 yards 
from Shire Oak Cross, towards Lichfield 

. 0 % FINANCE 'K . 
CHINESE RUGS I 

''fi2--_/,J/f £27 99 4, 2, AND GIVE YOUR HOMf A 
·> ~ . - X NEW LOOK FOR CHRISTMAS 

,. ' CHEAPEST IN AREA ORDfR YOUR CARPET NOWI ~ 

ASCOTT (High Quality, Plain and Cut and Loop) 

CARPETS *FREE ESTIMATES AND FITTING* ~ 
WHERE QUALITY COSTS LHS ~ 

10 CROFT PARADE, ALDRIDGE. ~~:,~EE ~ 

,. •'»»=? ,!!:~~,:,;2,J!?!~ .. ~ m .. C~MES Fl~w 

Telephone: (0543) 375687 
CHESTER ROAD NORTH 

BROWNHILLS 

\1 
·\ 

gs 
to all our 
customers for their 
loyalty during 1993. 
We wish you all 
A Happy Christmas 
and a Prosperous 
New Year. 

~~~~Bl From P~ul, Lesley 

~~ ~~~~~~· . +Staff 

/ 
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11\1 THE liARDEl\I 

December/January 
The gardening jobs at this time of 

year usually tend to take a back seat as 
our traditional English weather digs 
its heels in with the-usual hard frosts 
and snow. However, there are quite a 
few very important points and prob
lems to look out for. As well as being 
able to continue to plant bare root and 
container trees and shrubs in the more 
milder weather, make sure you "stake 
and tie" as you go to prevent "wind 
rocking" for the first season (until root 
establishment). Always prefer to use a 
stake of a suitable size e.g. i 1f4" x 

JI f 4,, and about 6" longer than the 

subject, such as a weeping standard 
rose or Cheals Weeping Cherry (P. 
Kiku - Shidare - Sakura) (both very 
popular varieties). First dig out the 
hole to be planted after careful consid
eration of position in your garden, e.g. 
the wife's washing line - visitors call
ing in on dark evenings etc. (especially 
with some of the more unfriendlier 
type of rose with its thorns at a high 
level). You can then drive in the stake 
to 6" inside the hole which should 
give good stability, then simply use 
the correct strap type tie to prevent 
"chaffing" in the winds. And back fill 
your tree using some soil with a little 
tree and shrub planting compost to 
give good "take off" in its first year. 

* 

Conifers 

If you are considering moving an 
established conifer to a new position I 
always prefer early October as the soil 
is fairly wet and dew continuing to 
late morning really helps with foliage 
evaporation whilst roots re-establish, 
but a problem this month can be 
heavy snowfall. You must push off 
any surplus snow from conifers with a 
sweeping brush or similar to prevent 
possible permanent damage being 
done by excess weight on side foliage. 

The Greenhouse 

Check overwintering plants being 
careful only to water if absolutely nec
essary and if possible mornings only 
as excessive growth should not be 
encouraged or the plants will tend to 
get very "leggy" due to very low light 
levels this time of year. Also keep the 
glass as clean as possible by washing 
off any fog deposits which may have 
appeared during November. 

Indoor Plants 

Christmas is the time we see many 
beautiful houseplants. The quality to 
me, seems to get better every year. 
With new varieties appearing, being 

introduced by small and large com
mercial growers alike; "Poinseaas• in 
a range of wonderful colours. 
Cyclamen with ever increasing 
coloured foliage and enormous flow
ers and also the minibell type superb 
for making your own bowls (with a 
Hyacinth, Primroses and Ferns) and 
the small "Tot" plants now at the gar
den centre - Azalea (lndica) - Cineraria 
- make winter days much more cheer
ful. The only thing that really disap
points me in the festive season is to see 
these wonderful plants placed on dis
play in the open air in temperatures of 
-2° on sale for gifts; not being disre
spectful to the majority of plants peo
ple - traders and florists - who usually 
ensure their customers have the 
opportunity to have many months of 
pleasure from their plants as they are 
not cheap these days. As production 
costs are high and also as people in the 
horticultural business should try to 
have satisfied customers coming to us 
again and again our customer care 
should as always be absolutely top 
priority. 

So please folks, watch how you 
buy. Look at the conditions of dis
plays. Your plant should not "keel" 
over in the next two days of purchase 
and always insist on a "free" care card 

.·.·.·.·.··:·:·.·:-:·:·:·:·:·:-:·:·:·:· 

··:-: 

on your particular planl It is not an 
unreasonable request at the point of 
sale. 

As with most plants it is very often 
the case of its history is a photograph 
of its future. 

Happy gardening folks and a very 
Happy Christmas and Prosperous 
New Year. 

Roy Aston, 
Willowvale Garden Centre, 
Norton Canes 



A Tasty Christmas Pudding Recipe 
from the 1994 Dairy Diary 

Who's would 
? you serve. 

19 

HERE JS just one of the 
many recipes to be 
found in the 1994 Dairy 
Diary available from 
vour milkman for £2.75 
~vith the purchase of 1 
extra pint of milk; or by 
mail order from The 

PREMIUM 
SAUSAGES AND HOME COOKED MEATS 
- MADE BY RAY WILLIAMS OF COURSE! 

Dairy Diary Offer, 
Jarrold, White friars, 
Norwich, NR3 lSH. 

Here is a tasty alterna
tive to the traditional 
Chrishnas pudding:-

CHOCO LATE 
SNOWBALL 

PUDDING 
Ingredients 
275g (10oz) plain chocolate, 
broke1111p 
568111/ 11 pint) fresh double 
crea111 
60111/ (4 tbsp) orange liqueur 

Chocolate Snowball Pudding 

cream into a small sauce- on top and add a weight. 
200g 17oz) macaroons, crushed d h · 1 I pan an eat unh a most Refrigerate overnight. 
1501111 ('/,pint) fresh whippi11g boiling. Stir into chocolate. Dip bowl into hot water, 
cream, softly whipped Whisk until cool. O run a palette knife around 
chocolate decorations to Mix liqueur and macar- the top edge and turn 
decorate oons. Stir into chocolate onto a plate. Chill for 20 
Method mixture. Pour into an oiled minutes. Cover with 

Place chocolate in a bowl 1.1 litre (2 pint) pudding whipped cream and deco
over hot water and melt. basin. Co\'er with foil or rate with chocolate 
Remove from heat. Pour cling film. Place a saucer shapes. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our Comprehensive Servicing Facilities include: 

You can't beat the taste of traditional sausages. 
Ours are made on the premises using only the finest ingredie!ltS. 

ii-I 
FOR PRIME MEAT AND FRIENDLY SERVICE COME AND SEE 

Ray Williams 
YOUR FAMILY BUTCHER 
28 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILLS. 

TEL: BROWNHILLS 360910 

MOWER - WINTER 
SERVICING NOW 

HIRE - SALES 
SPARES - REPAIRS 

BROWN HILLS 
MOWERS 

181 HIGH STREET 
Tel. Brownhills 377719 

Heavy Duty Cultivators, Mowers, 
Wallpaper Strippers, 

Cement Mixers, Angle Grin ders, 
Chain Saws, Engine Cranes etc. 

In the Garden 
around the Home 

Engine Tuning - Mechanical Repairs - Welding - Brakes -
Clutches etc. Full Hydrolastic Service. 

LOCAL VEHICLE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE WHEN YOU 
HAVE YOUR CAR SERVICED. 

MOT - CURRENT PRICE only £20.00 
Inc. FREE Re-Test 

WE ALSO DO MOT ON DIESEL VEHICLES 

You could be breaking the new MOT law 

EXHAUST EMISSION TESTING NOW AVAILABLE 
forecourt 

is attended service 

OPEN 
8.00 a.m.-8 p.m. 

weekdays 
8.00 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

weekends 

~ ~7!~rLR~D~~;H~~ w Phone (0543) 373154 

/ 
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For weeks a big bright poster 
had sat firmly in the centre of the 
big window, of the biggest shop in 
the town. Green holly with red 
berries framed the poster, and its 
picture of Santa Claus, his snowy 
white beard tumbling down over 
his red tunic, and a red hat 
trimmed in white sa t upon his 
snowy white hair. Underneath the 
poster was a notice saying 'Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town on-', 
but there was no date! 

Timmy and his little sis ter 
Chloe would look at the window 
each time they went into town, 
Chloe w ho was only three could 
no t read, but Timmy, he was 
seven, so he would read the notice 
to her. Timmy would just look to 
see if a date had been written in, 
but Chloe ins isted he read the 
whole thing "just to make sure" 
she sa id. Sure of what, Timmy 
wasn't certain, but he loved his lit
tle sister, so every time he would 
read out "Santa Claus is coming to 
Town on --", and then add, 
"sorry Chloe, it still doesn't say 
when he is coming." . 

Then, on November the 25th 
they had gone into town with 
mummy again, and Chloe had said 

"Timmy, read what it says about 
Santa Claus" but Timmy was way 
ahead "He's coming Chloe, he'll be 
here on Saturday December 4th, 10 
a.m." "Mummy, mummy he's 
coming, Timmy says he's coming" 
squealed an excited Chloe "Yes 
mummy, he'll be here 10 a.m. on 
December 4th, can we come, 
please can we come". Mummy 
smiled, "I don't think you'd be too 
happy if I said no - of course we 
will come." 

On the Saturday Santa Claus 
was due to a rrive Chloe and 
Timmy got up a little earlier than 
they normally did, they put on 
their favourite clothes, Timmy put 
on his new scarf, and Chloe had 
new ribbons for her hair, red with 
smiling snowmen on. 

They reached the shop half-an
hour before Santa, already there 
was a small queue waiting to see 
him outside his grotto, where 
Sammy the clown; in a suit of sun
shine yellow with green and blue 
patched trousers, was pulling 
faces, juggling and doing tricks to 
make everyone laugh. Sammy the 
Clown disappeared into th e 
Grotto, everything went quiet, 
then he jumped out shouting 'boo' 

IF 1y•s GLASS 
WE DO IT! 

TRADE AND RETAIL SUPPLIED 
Decorative Glass, Mirrors, Sealed Units, 

Safety Glass. Bevelling, Sandblasting . 

WHATEVER YOUR NEED 
IF IT'S GLASS CALL US: 

KINGDOM GLASS 
PROCESSING LTD 

UNIT 2, CHASE ROAD, BROWNHILLS. 
PHONE: 0543 452619 & 370193 - FAX: 0543 373555 

-IS COMING 
TO TOWN 

and made everyone jump, then 
tripped over his own big shiny 
boots, did a gambol and jumped 
up laughing, then he put his head 
to one side, raised his finger to his 
lips and went "Shush" faintly 
could be heard the sound of bells, 
sleigh bells, the sound grew louder 
and louder, then stopped, and the 
tune 'Jingle Bells' s tarted to play. 
"Santa's here" shouted Sammy 
"shall we give a cheer" the chil
dren all shouted hooray, and soon 
the children were walking along 
the magical pathway leading into 
Santa's Grotto. They passed 
snowy mounds where little furry 
animals scurried along gathering 
in their goodies for Christmas, and 
frostie hollows where fairies were 
busy mixing wishes for the chil
dren, and passed workshops 
where pixies and elves were busy 
putting the finishing touches to 
toys ready for Christmas Day. 

At last Timmy and Chloe reach 
Santa's front door, they pulled on 
the bell pull and a deep, but kindly 
voice, boomed "Come inside". 
Holding mummy's hand, the two 
children entered a room where 
Santa sa t on a big comfortable 
chair in front of a big, big 

Christmas tree, with more glitter
ing baubles than even a big boy 
like Timmy could count. One 
either side of Santa were big sacks 
full of presents wrapped in 
Christmas paper and tied with 
bows. 

Santa asked the children if they 
had been good, suddenly they 
both were very shy and looked at 
Mummy for reassurance. "They 
are both ve ry good children" 
mummy told Santa "Then they 
deserve their Christmas presents" 
said Santa. Finding their voices 
Chloe and Timmy told Santa what 
they would like for Christmas, and 
Santa promised to do his bes t, then 
he said "dip into my sacks both of 
you, and you can have a present 
now to take home". The children 
picked out a present each, sa id 
"Thank you Santa Claus" and 
waved the old gentleman goodbye. 

Two very happy children made 
the ir way h ome with their 
mummy, and started to get the 
house ready with trimmings ready 
for Santa's next visit to their house 
on Christmas Eve, but this time 
they would be asleep, d reaming of 
the sack of presents he would 
leave for them. 

REUPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS 
3 PIECE SUITES. ODD CHAIRS etc.. 

REUPHOLSTERED. SPRING REPAIRS. 
CARA\'AN CUSHlOXS. 

1000s OF FIRE RETARDEXT FABRICS & FOAfllS 

Contract seating for PUBS, CLUBS, HOTELS (Fire Cmificate Supplied) 

CAR TRIMMINGS: CAR SEATS. BfKE SEATS, DOOR PANELS, 
HEAD LlKIJ"CS, \lNYL ROOPS. 

FROM REPAIRS TO 
FULL CAR INTERIOR RESTORATION 

MILLS CONTQACT <?5 DOMESTIC UPHOLSTEQY 
(LEAMOQE UPIIOLSTEQEQS) 

TEL: 0543 453655 0922 694659 - PREE ESTIMATES 



BEST MAN? 
THERE'S NOTHING TO IT. 
Having attended about five 

weddings in the last year, I was 
constantly taken back about 
twenty eight years to when my 
brother asked me to be best man 
at his wedding. 

I accepted with a few misgiv
ings and as the big day drew 
ever nearer I suggested that we 
go through my duties to avoid 
any last minute hiccups, which 
is an affliction that tends to 
overtake me from time to time. 

"There's nothing to it our 
kid", I was assured. 

"Couldn't I come to the 
rehearsals then", I pleaded. 

"Stop worrying, all you've 
go to do is to hand over the ring 
and read the cards out of the 
reception". 

Well I suppose even yours 
truly couldn't mess that up. 

Wrong!!! 
The day of reckoning 

arrived, and I congratulated 
myself that I had managed to 
bring him back to life just in 
time to get to the church on 
time. We stupidly had stag 
nights on the eve of the wed
d ing day in those days, which is 
one benefit today's youth has 
brought to society, as they're 
usually held the week before 
now. 

There we sat at the front of 
the church, me holding him up, 
and him looking as if he'd been 
dead three weeks, when the 
organist struck up the Wedding 
March. We stood up, and wait
ed while the Vicar led the pro
cession ever nearer. 

Nobody told me that I 
s hould be on the inside with 
him nearest the aisle, nor that 
we should walk down to the 
front and wait. 

I thought somebody had 

upset the vicar when he drew 
level, grabbed me and our kid 
by the collar and hurtled us 
down the aisle. 

He seemed to have regained 
his composure a bit by the time 
we had got through the first 
hymn, largely due to the fact 
that the groom, who is totally 
tone deaf, had obeyed my 
instructions to mime. He car
ried on with the ceremony, get
ting into his stride now, and I 
started to relax a bit, when I 
noticed him holding an open 
hymn book towards me. 
Thinking he had finished with 
it, I took it off him. He snatched 
it back immediately, as his face 
contorted into a maniacal glare. 
He leaned forward threatening
ly and through clenched teeth 
he hissed, 

"The ring", 
Hoping the floor would 

swallow me, as realisation 
dawned, I hastily dived into my 
right hand pocket and came out 
triumphantly with the required 
gold band and dropped it onto 
the still proferred book. 

At this I thought he was suf
fering from some sort of fit as he 
scowled worse than ever and 
looked upwards towards his 
boss in exasperation. I bet it's 
that lot behind tittering and gig
gling I thought, till I just made 
out his strangled sob, 

"Take it out of the box, 
please". 

But I still managed to save 
my biggest blunder till the end. 

I'd made my speech and 
apologised, and all I had to do 
now was read out the cards. 

The last one I read was from 
neighbours Mr and Mrs W. 
Anker. 

I'll never be best man again. 

POLICE CLEAN UP 
LOCAL· TRANSPORT 

Walsall police armed them
selves with shammy leathers and 
buckets to raise cash for local 
children with specia l needs. 
Bobbies at the Green Lane sta
tion were elbow deep in suds 
cleaning cars on Saturday the 
20th of November, to help 2 to 14 
year olds who have learning dif
ficulties. The day was organised 
to raise vital cash to build an out
door play area for Oakwood 
School in Walsall Wood. The 
cars didn't stop coming all day 
and, when the shammies had 
been rung out for the last time, 
the total proceeds came to over 
£500. The acting Head teacher of 
the school, Mrs Kay Mills, said 

that they were delighted and 
that they were very grateful to 
the police for raising this money. 
The items of equipment they 
needed were very expensive. 
This wasn't the only event that 
raised money for this worth
while cause. Darlaston Crime 
Support Unit raised £166 at a 
quiz night at Aldridge Police sta
tion and a raffle at Walsall raised 
a further £36. Officers at Green 
Lane are no strangers to rais ing 
money for good cau ses. They 
recently handed over £4000 to 
the casualty Depa rtment at 
Walsall Manor Hospital to help 
staff training in specialist trauma 
techniques. 
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Clayhanger Past 
Present and 

Future 
A plea goes out this week 

for old photographs and sto
ries of Clayhanger, Clayhanger 
Past Present and Future is the 
name of a project launched 
this week by Walsall 
Community Services 
Community arts team and 
Clay hanger Community 
Association. 

The projects aim is to docu
ment clayhangers past before 
the bulldozers move into build 
the controversial new road 
and housing scheme which 
will change the face of 
Clayhanger for ever. 

"We're quite prepared to 
come out to record peoples 
memories and take pho
tographs or people can send 
their photographs or stories 
said Heather Leonard of 
Clay hanger Community 
Association." 

Everything will be included 
in a big archive book... which 
will be available after the pro
ject. As part of the project Sam 
Hale of Bostin' Arts will work 
with different groups from the 
Community Association to 
make a community Banner for 
Clayhanger which will be on 
show in the community centre 
after the project has finished . 

"There's lots of opportuni
ties for local people to get 
involved" said Heather "This 
project will give us a chance to 
celebrate the positive contribu
tion made by Clayhanger peo
ple over the years". 

Anyone who has a story 
of a photograph to con
tribute should give Heather 
or Georgina a ring on (0543) 
374642. 

·WEST MIDLANDS CO-OPERATIVE 

Funeral Services 

WEb'T MIDLANDS m 

A 24 hour personal 
service for the 

arrangement of 
funerals (in the 
privacy of your 
own home if 

required). 

9 High Street, 
Brown hills 

Tel: 
0543 452896 

ALSO AT: 
26 Tamworth Street, Lichfi eld 
Hatherton Street, Walsall 
49 Park Road. Cannock 

Tel: 0543 416660 
Tel: 0922 21808 

Tel. 0543 572644 

People who care 

/ 

...J 
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NO VALUABLES IN 
CHURCH SAFES 

The only thing that thieves 
are likely to gain from stealing 
a church safe is a strained 
back. All money and valu
ables are taken off the premis
es. The only reason why safes 
are used that marriage 
licences must be kept under 
lock and key by law. The theft 
of a safe only causes a great 
deal of inconvenience to a 
great many people and com
pletely unnecessary damage. 

In June this year the safe at 
Brownhills Methodist Church 
was stolen after a break-in . 
Sometime later a vigilant 
member of the public called at 
the church to inform them that 
he had spotted a safe in the 

undergrowth by the canal. A 
night-time search by torch 
light proved fruitless, but the 
nexf day two church officials 
recovered it. The contents 
were all there but were in a 
dirty and sodden state. They 
are still being dried out. The 
Minister, Reverend Donald G. 
Allan, appeals to those who 
may think of having a go in 
the future not to bother. He 
asks that they save them
selves and the church the trou
ble and inconvenience. He 
went on to express sincere 
thanks on behatf of the church 
to the gentleman who 
informed them of the where
abouts of the safe 

J. D. ALARMS 
All types of Burglar Alarms and Security Lighting fitted to B.S. 4737 

EXAMPLE:-
5 Circuit Digital Control panel 
3 Passive Infra Red Detectors 
1 Pe;sonal Attack Button 
1 Dummy Box 
1 live Bell Box with sounder and 

flashing strobe light 
1 Internal Sounder 
Smoke Detector wired into Alarm 

System 

Security Floodlight with Infra Red 
Sensor 

All types of Alarm Repaired or 
Maintained 

A SECURE CHRISTMAS 
FOR ONLY 

£295 
14 BRADEWELL ROAD, CASTLE BROMWICH 
021-748 7966 or 0850 666965 

:n©N'T BE STUCK 
iiJftls 'GHRISTMAS 

OUT OF THE WOOD 
Since our last report on the for

tunes of West Midland Leagues 
First Div. side, events on the pitch 
have seen a big improvement, 
with manager Mick Speake's mes
sage of "no panic" being vindicat
ed. 

A quarter final League Cup 
victory over Tipton, set the revival 
wheels in motion which gathered 
pace with a comfortable 2-0 home 
win over Hill Top Rangers, fol
lowed up by a 3-0 away victory 
over Wolverhampton Casuals. 

"I felt sure we could get back 
on the right tracks", Mick reflect
ed "We were still playing good 
football, and creating chances, and 
my only concern was the fact that 
we seemed to be giving goals 
away, and with the tremendous 
quality we have in that depart
ment, it was a bit puzzling. Over 
the last couple of weeks however, 
we've had a good talk and hope
fully sorted our problems out, as 3 
clean sheets on the trot seem to 
indicate". 

Mick has also revealed that 
three of the Wood Players have 
been approached by other clubs 
from a higher league, but such is 
the loyalty and team spirit at the 
moment that they have all three 
turned the offers down. 

"We deserve success when 
p layers like Mark Jones, Rob 
Mallaband and Dave Read turn 
down more lucrative offers from 
other local sides", said Mick. 

Off the field however the story 

is not quite so harmonious, with 
the shock news that Chairman 
John Sylvester is to resign. [n a 
press release he has given several 
reasons for his decision, amongst 
them being the everyday commit
ment needed to run a top no n 
league side, and the never ending 
battle against wanton vandalism. 

John stated in his press release 
"I always said I would walk away 
from the game when I didn't feel 
that I was enjoying it, and to be 
frank that is the case at the 
moment. I have made my inten
tions known to the committee of 
Walsall Wood, that I shall be leav
ing at the end of the season, but 
will also quite willingly step aside 
immediately if a new chairman 
feels that he is ready to take over"-

The club are hoping that a local 
businessman or consortium can be 
found in time to take the club 
through to the final stages of their 
plan for Premier League. status in 
the West Mid. League. should 
they qualify at the end of the cur
rent season. 

At the moment a couple of 
people have expressed an interest 
and talks are underway with 
another league side. 

Latest News: 
Reserv e team manger Sean 

Hart has resigned as Reserve 
Team Manager and the position 
has now been taken by Steve 
Cross who saw his first team 
selection gain a 1-1 draw at home 
to Cradley Heath. 

BROWNHILLS TOWN 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

Bro""'Ilhills town s tarted off in 
November with an excellent 3-0 
win at the Sikh Hunters, produc
ing a tremendous team display in 
the atrocious waterlogged condi
tions. Central defenders Steve 
Davies and Terry Dixon were 
magnificent throughout, restrict
ing the home s ide to just one 
attempt at goal in the entire match. 
Recent signing Ian Fenn had a 
great game up front, scoring twice, 
and was desperately unlucky to 
miss out on a well deserved hat
trick. 

Bottom-placed Rocket Pool 
were the v isitors to Jubilee Park on 
the following Saturday. 
Brownhills' normally reliable back 
four gave a sloppy first half per
formance, twice allowing the 
oppos ition to equalise as they 
struggled to cope with the frozen 
p itch. Ha lf-t ime s ubs titute Lee 
Phipps inspi red a big improve
ment at the back, as Town moved 
up into top gear after the break to 
run out convincing 6-2 winners. 

November's final game was 
away to Lions F.C. in the second 
round of the prestigious West 
Bromwich Charity Cup. After 
controlling the opening 45 min
utes, Brownhills fell apart after the 
interval as the Lions hit the wood
work twice and forced a series of 
brilliant saves from keeper Gary 
Vardy. Town weathered the storm 
and regained the initiative with 
some fine interpassing to reach the 
quarter-finals with a 2-0 victory. 

December's first match was a 
vita l league encounter away to 
leaders Beechdale, with the two 
sides just a point apart before the 
game. Brownhills crashed to their 
first defeat in eight matches, going 
down 2-0. Both goals were scored 
in the opening ten minutes and 
Town never looked capable o f 
making a comeback. Only left
back Jason Drew and keeper Gary 
Vardy emerged with any credit 
after Brownhills' worst display of 
the season. 
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Brownhills Community Colts 
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OSTEOPATH 
JOHN WESTON D.O. (Hons.) M.B.E.O.A. 

The younger age groups have 
been having some mixed results 
now the heavier grounds are 
beginning to have an effect on 
some of the results. 

Under 12 - won 5-2 against 
Keyway after going 2 goals down 
and 2 goals each with ten minutes 
to go, but scored 3 goals late on to 
take the points. They lost 1-0 to 
Silverdale but in the Staffs Cup 
won 1-0 against Forest Falcons 
with Shayn Derry getting the all 
important goal. 

Under llA - Had a 2-2 draw 
with Round croft, two well 
matched teams, good perfor
mances by L. Pugh, S. Hodgkins 
for Colts. Another draw against 
Essington, 3 goals each but this 
was a below par performance by 
Colts. 

Under 118 - Put in a good per
formance to draw 2-2 with 
Parklands and a penalty save by 
'keeper A. Smith, helped save a 
point. Then Colts had a disap
pointing match against Silverdale 
going down 10 goals to 2 Also a 
lot of missed chances against 
Hayes Boys saw Colts go down 6-
2. Then an excellent match with 
good effort by both team s, Colts 
and Moxley drawed 1-1. 

Under 10 Had a draw 2-2 with 
Beacon and had a great result to 
beat Lanehead 1-0. 

U9 Brownhills Juniors - In a 

close game juniors Jost 1- 0 to 
Sutton with the goal coming from 
the penalty spot. Then against 
Boley Park Juniors went 3 goals up 
but went to sleep second half and 
lost 4-3. In a tight match with 
Cresswell Juniors had a 1-1 draw. 

The 200 Club Draw 

11.11.93, 6, D. Keates £25; 
11.11.93, 132, D. Fullelove £10; 
18.11.93, 94, D. Fullelove £25; 
18.11 .93, 143, S. Kendrick £10; 
25.11.93, 353, D. Stanley £25; 
25.11.93, 5, S. Travis £10; 2.12.93, 
292, C. Pye £25; 2.12.93, 282, P. 
Oakley £10; 9.12.93, 46, T. Tims 
£25; 9.12.93, 95, D. Fullelove £10. 

SPARKYS 
PIANOS 

PIANOS BOUGHT, SOLD, 
EXCHANGED. 

• MlNl-PIANOS • KEYBOARDS 
• ACCORDIONS • PIANOLAS 

•VIOLINS • ANTIQUES 
•PICTURES AND OLD 

FURNITURE PURCHASED 

SPARKYS PIANO SHOWROOM 
IDGH STREET, DIGBETH 

TEL: 643 8025/427 2213 

at 1 Old Town Lane 
Pelsall 

Tel: PELSALL 685278 

Osteopathy can help:-

Back pain, lumbago. sciatica . trapped nerves. neck pain. 
frozen shoulder, tennis elbow. arm pain. knee problems. 

arthritis and most musculo - skeletal problems. 

Clinic hours:- 10.00 a.m. until 8.00 p.m. and 
Saturday mornings. 

' Registered with the British and European Osteopathic 
Association and the Guild of Osteopaths. 

A FAMILY RUN PRACTICE SINCE 1980 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
All advertisements are accepted subject to approval of copy. The publishers 

reserve the right to cancel or refuse to accept any order without giving an explana
tion. 

Whilst every care will be taken during compilation and printing, the publishers 
shall not be held liable for any loss occasioned by fa ilure of an advertisement to 
appear or any damage or inconvenience caused by errors, omissions and misprints. 

No guarantee can be given that an advertisement will appear on a specified 
date or in any particular position, although every effort will be made to meet the 
advertisers requirements. 

Problems in your Garden? - Contact 

C!J. Grlosedafe Specialist in 
Tree Felling, Lopping, and Landscaping 
Gardens cleared & Rotavated 

Hedges and Lawns Cut : All Types of Fences Erected 
Tarmac, Slabs, Concrete, Paths and Drives Layed 

Fire Logs Supplied 

Cancellations for display advertisements must be received by the publishers in 
writing and not less th<:n 7 days prior to copy date, and in the case of classified 
advertisements 2 days prior to copy date. Cancellation by telephone will not be 
accepted. 

Credits will only be issued for that part of the advertisement which is incorrect 
and a full credit will not be issued unless the publisher accepts that the error was 
such that all response to the advertisement would be affected. 

Box numbers are available for the receipt of bona fide replies only and must 
not be used for trade canvassing matter. Liability is not accepted for loss or incon
venience due to delay on forwarding replies. 

Terms of payment Nett: 30 Days: 

Sell those unwanted items 
through the classified section FOR FREE EST/MA TES AND PROMPT SERVICE 

Tele hone: Pelsa/1691563 

FOR SALE 
ELECTRIC SHREDDING MACHINE 
working order, office model 27" high 
13112• wide, 12" deep, bargain, £45 
ono. Mans dark blue three piece suit, 
vgc, £10. Mans brown leather coat 38", 
vgc. £10. Ladies sheepskin full length, 
size 12, vgc, £20. Tel: 0543 452817. 

Accounts Services 
C.J.PETTY 
Chartered Accountant 

175 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. 
Tel: Brownhills 377686 

Auditing, Accountancy, prepara
tion of accounts, book-keeping, 
personal and corporate taxation, 

management consultancy, general 
financial advice. The fee basis will 

be discussed before an assignment 
is ac::epted. 

[-GAZETTE-CLASSIFIEDS 1 
I FREE UNDER £50 Trade Advertisements I 
I 

All Private 'for Sale' Advertisements for Articles costing All Trade Advertisements and Private Advertisements I 
£50 or less will be inserted FREE OF CHARGE. · for Articles over (50 will be charged as scale below. 

40p 

80p 

£1 .20 

£1.60 

£2.00 

£2.40 

£2.80 

I PLEASE USE ONE BOX PER WORD BROWNHILLS I 
INAME........ ...................................... .. ... ...... .... I 
: ADDRESS ... . . .. .. ... .. ... ..... ... .... ... ..... ........ .. ....... :~ec~::~:s;rt the above ~::::~:ec::tn:fi~n:he:~::t issu~ : 

, .................... .......................................... .... ....... All advertisements are accepted subiect to approval of copy. I 
1......................................................................... Send to: Baker Bond, P.O. Box 1. 183 High Street. Brownhills, I 
I TEL: ............................................................ .... Walsall, West Midlands wsa 6HW I ------------------------------------

-------------------------·--------
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'dme bJf gfJ 
all our 

<!Cu15tomtr15 
QI jflilerrp 

<!CIJrt15tma15 anb 
QI l}ro15peroug 

·ff· 1}}etu !lear *· 
AND THANK ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
FOR SUPPORTING US THROUGHOUT 
LAST YEAR AND PREVIOUS YEARS 

CLARIDGE S: The Premier 
Distributors of Electrical Goods for 

~/, •QUALITY •VALUE mn.~/
~_; '·r~· • CHOICE • SERVICE "~· 

-f.~ SALES: TEL. 0543 376641 
~~ ................................ ""~ 
.~ \: ~----( __ ~ . 
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