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Chapter 7 
 

John Henry Deakin 1852 - 1929 
Coal Hewer 

 
hough born at Lawley Common to 
Thomas and Mary Ann Deakin on 
February 21 18521 John Henry and his 

family had settled on the Watling Street in 
Wellington by the time that he was nine years 
old. It was there that his eleven week old baby 
sister, Louisa, died of Mesenteric Disease* on 
May 17th 19612 followed tragically by the 
death of his mother Mary Ann of tuberculosis 
ten days later.3 According to the census taken 
in April 1861, both John Henry and his brother 
William were attending school while their 
sister Sarah Ann, at five, was still at home.4 
John Henry was the oldest child in the family 
of four with his brother William being born in 
September 1853, Sarah Ann in August of 1856 
and Louisa in March of 1861. 
 

For some reason John Henry was 
registered on April 1st 18525 only as a “male” 
and so finding his birth certificate proved 
somewhat tricky. This seems a little strange, 
as at his christening two weeks previously, at 
St. Lawrence’s Church in Little Wenlock, he 
was given the name “John Henry”.6 It was his 
son, Bill, who eventually alerted me to the fact 
that he had once seen his Dad’s birth 
certificate and at that time, the whole family 
had been amused by the fact that he was 
named “Male”.7 
 

As John Henry spent part of his 
childhood in Little Wenlock it seems possible 
that he may have begun his schooling at the 

                                                   
 
 
 

* Tuberculosis of lymph glands in the abdomen – an illness 
of children caused by drinking milk from cows infected 
with TB. It is now uncommon as milk is pasteurised. 

small parochial school there run by the Rector, 
the Rev. George Edmunds and supported partly 
by children’s payments and partly by the 
Rector himself.8 He would have been lucky if 
he had been able to attend that school 
because before 1870, education was mostly a 
private affair and only wealthy parents could 
afford to send their children to fee-paying 
schools. As John Henry did not fall into that 
category, we do not know how much schooling 
he received in Little Wenlock or later in 
Lawley. What is known is that he had 
definitely started work underground in the 
mines by the age of twelve.  
 

The Factory Act of 1833 restricted 
the working hours of young people to not more 
than forty-eight hours each week and it 
required children to spend two hours each day 
in school. However, even though parents may 
have wanted their children educated the 
economic reality was that in order to survive 
everyone in the family had to work – even the 
tiniest children and the women. John Henry 
was lucky not to have had to start work 
underground until he did. 
 

In the chapter on John Henry’s 
grandfather, William, we read that children 
might begin work in coalmines at four years of 
age as trappers and their job was to open and 
shut ventilating doors on the underground 
tracks leading to the shaft bottom. They 
progressed to driving a pit pony and as they 
grew older, they became “putters” with chains 
fastened around their waists. These chains 
were connected to wagons that the children 
had to drag along the underground tracks, 
sometimes crawling on all fours because of the 
lack of height of the roadway. In 1842, the 
Mines Act officially stopped the employment 
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of women and children underground but it is 
believed that the practice went on unofficially 
for a considerable time after that.  
 

Three years after the death of his 
first wife John Henry’s father, Thomas, 
married Hannah Deakin9 – the widow of his 
first cousin James Deakin - on Aug 15th 1864. 
By 1871 Thomas and Hannah, along with John 
Henry, 19, and William, 17, were back living in 
Lawley. All the men in the household were 
working as coal miners10 while Sarah Ann. at 
15, was employed just down the road as a live-
in general servant to Elizabeth Powis an 81 
year old widow and her two unmarried sons in 
their forties.11  
 

We do not know when John Henry or 
his family became Methodists but the 
Methodist movement was certainly very strong 
in the area around Little Wenlock when he was 
a child. Methodism’s early roots in the area, of 
course, went back to the Rev. John Fletcher 
who was a convert of the Wesley brothers in 
the 1750’s and who began confronting the 
social problems of the industrial parish of 
Madeley right next to Little Wenlock.  
 

Methodism began to improve the lot 
of the coal miners both in the north and in the 
Midlands and brought a civilising influence to 
bear on them.  Until that time, we are told 
“the typical miner was drunken, dissolute, and 
brutalised, tyrannized over by his employers 
and their underlings” and few had the benefit 
of education.12 By the time John Henry was 
born things were beginning to change.  
 

In 1842, the report from the Mines 
Commissioners on Children’s Employment 
stated that because the children of the 
colliers began work in the mines while still very 
young what little education they received came 
mostly from the Sunday schools. So 
Methodism exerted an influence on its 
members through its Sunday Schools, most of 

which were affiliated with the churches and 
chapels, on both educational as well as moral 
matters. Quite a few pupils attending the 
Sunday schools were above elementary age - in 
fact, many adults went there to catch up on 
their “3 R's” – and the schools became a means 
of social reformation.  
 

Many of the Chapels also had midweek 
activities such as Bible Classes, Benevolent 
Societies, and outings and were the cultural 
centres in the village. A lot of the busy chapel 
life was of a more social nature – much of it 
involving various fund raising activities - and so 
it regularly helped in bringing people of the 
opposite sex together in both practical and 
pleasurable activities, which could, and often 
did, lead to marriage.13  
 

Being neighbours in Lawley Village it 
is quite likely that John Henry and his 
brother, William, went to the same chapel 
functions as their future wives, sisters Mary 
Jane and Emily Green, who were two of the 
ten children of Thomas Green, a miner, and 
Margaret Machin. Certainly, the chapel 
remained the centre of their lives after their 
marriages in Wellington on December 29th 

187314 and December 25th 187515 
respectively. Sarah Ann, too, married a local 
boy, George Brickley from Ketley, in 
Wellington on March 30th 1879.16 
 

John Henry and Mary Jane spent the 
first six years of their married life in Lawley 
where their three oldest children Thomas, 
Jonah and Alice were born September 23rd 
1874, July 9th 1876 and April 5th 1878 
respectively.17 By 1879, they had decided, 
along with a few others in their immediate 
family, to be a part of a great migration to the 
little village of Brownhills in 
Staffordshire.18Many of its participants 
dubbed the exodus from the East Salop 
Coalfield as the "Great Trek" and it was partly 
responsible for the steady growth in the size 
of Brownhills at this time. From a population of 
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222 in the 1840's it grew to a population of 
almost 12,000 by 1894 when the Brownhills 
Urban District was formed.19  
 

There was certainly no shortage of 
miners moving into the community not only 
from Shropshire but also from other 
neighbouring counties and even from Wales 
and rapid house building took place to 
accommodate the miners and their families. In 
comparison to other workmen the miners were 
well paid, earning anything between two and 
four shillings a day around the time that John 
Henry arrived. 
 

There were many pits in the Norton 
area and the Conduit Colliery Company owned 
four of them in the Watling Street 'corridor' 
between the Turf Public House and White 
Horse Road [just east of the Chester Road 
junction].20 The Old Conduit or Conduit #3, 
known as Jerome's Pit, was situated on the 
north side of the Watling Street on Norton 
Common and though sinking began there in 
1858 it was 1860 before production began in 
earnest, as sinking conditions were very poor. 
The pit was named for the father of Jerome 
K. Jerome* who had moved to Walsall around 
1854 from Devon where, as a minister and part 
time farmer, he was comfortably off and well 
respected.  
 

An unsuccessful speculative mining 
venture on his land prompted a move to Walsall 
where he became a partner in an iron works. 
He had no practical mining experience, no 
partners and insufficient capital when he again 
ventured into coal mining, this time in Norton. 
After some nasty legal battles over the land 
Jerome senior came to an agreement with the 
leaseholders of the land but the terms were 

                                                   
 
 
 

* author of Three Men in a Boat who was born in Walsall in 
1858 

so harsh and inflexible21 that by 1860 he had 
already lost the remains of his wife’s estate on 
the venture. In 1861, the Jerome family was 
still living in a comfortable house on Lichfield 
Street22 in Walsall with Jerome C. Jerome Sr. 
noted as a Colliery Proprietor however his 
business had already collapsed and he was 
forced to move the family soon after to 
Stourbridge in Worcestershire. Desperate for 
money he bought a failed ironmongery business 
in London and by 1871, the family was living in 
Edmonton in the East End of London where 
Jerome Sr. was noted as having no occupation 
and the family thereafter lived in abject 
poverty.23 Though Jerome had no part in the 
Colliery operation after 1860, it remained 
known locally as “Jerome’s Pit”.  
 

John Henry spent all his working life 
after his move to Brownhills at “Jerome’s Pit”. 
He was in many ways an independent man 
despite working for someone else because he 
did what was known as "contract work" in the 
Pit. This meant that he was the "Gaffer" with 
his own stall and had several men working for 
him. They were paid on results and John Henry 
was well known in the district for making a 
good living.24  
 

He was a hewer, one of the key men in 
the mine, and also did rock heading. Hewing 
involved undercutting the coal by means of a 
hand held pick before the advent of 
mechanical cutters.25 Although short in 
stature he was very strong and was a skilled 
and adaptable man at the coalface doing a 
difficult and at times dangerous job. In 1885 
the wages of a coal hewer in the South Staffs 
coalfield were 28s 5d a week. He was on good 
terms with the management and respected by 
both management and the community in which 
he lived.26 
 

John Henry had aspirations for his 
sons, wanting them to have something better 
than he had had. All of his sons worked in the 
mines initially but as opportunities presented 
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themselves, they made it their business to 
move onward and upward. Unfortunately, John 
Henry knew nothing else but mining and his 
limited education was not conducive to him 
doing anything else. He encouraged his 
children to do well in school so that they could 
improve themselves in life and they were lucky 
because the education system in England was 
making great strides around this time and it 
was becoming easier for all children to obtain 
an education. 
 

Watling St. Board School opened in 
1878 to comply with the Forster Elementary 
Education Act. The Act was passed in 1870 
and required partially state funded board 
schools to be set up to provide primary 
(elementary) education in areas where existing 
schooling was insufficient. These schools were 
fee paying and were managed by elected 
school boards. It opened at the perfect time 
for John Henry’s children and consisted of 
three departments. The boys’ department 
opened first on March 23rd 1978 with Charles 
Atkyns as headmaster closely followed by the 
girls department on April 1st with Charles’ 
wife, Emily, as headmistress. Eighteen months 
later the infants’ department opened on 
November 13th 1879 with Maria Crowe as 
Headmistress.27 Free, compulsory education up 
to the age of 10 was brought in the following 
year.  
 

In 1893, the school leaving age was 
raised to 11 by the Elementary Education 
(School Attendance) Act and a little later it 
was raised again, this time to 13. From April 
1900, higher elementary schools were 
recognised, providing education from the age 
of 10 to 15 and two years later the Balfour 
Education Act created local education 
authorities (LEAs), who took over 
responsibility for board schools from the 
school boards. The LEA also funded grammar 
schools.  
 

The family soon settled into the life 
of the village and all John Henry’s children 
were benefiting from the new Board School 
and the positive changes in availability of 
education.  Unfortunately, not everyone saw 
Brownhills as a great place to live. In 1817, it 
was stated to be “Truly one of the dark places 
of the earth”. Obviously not much had changed 
by 1890 when Charles G. Harper, a writer who 
travelled the highways and byways of England 
encouraging people to visit new and exciting 
places, wrote the following about Brownhills in 
his book “The Holyhead Road”: 
 

“We have reached that abomination of 
desolation called Brownhills. Words are 
ineffectually employed to describe the 
hateful, blighted scene, but imagine a wide and 
dreary stretch of common land surrounded by 
the scattered, dirty and decrepit cottages of 
the semi-savage population of nail makers and 
pitmen, with here and there a school, a woe-
begone chapel, a tin tabernacle, and a plentiful 
sprinkling of public houses. Further imagine 
the grass of this wide spreading common to be 
as brown, and innutritious as it is possible for 
grass to be, and with an extra-ordinary wealth 
of scrap iron, tin clippings, broken glass, and 
brick-bats deposited over every square yard, 
and all around it the ghastly refuse heaps of 
long abandoned mines. Finally, clap a railway 
embankment and station midway across the 
common, and there you have a dim adumbration 
of what Brownhills is like.” 28*  

 

That description seems considerably 
harsher than one in a gazetteer written only 
one year earlier that states: 
 

“There is not much of the romantic to 
be found in the town, which consists principally 
of a main street of shops, but on the highest 

                                                   
 
 
 

*.and this is the village in which I was born and raised! 
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ground near the church is to be obtained a 
very extensive view of the surrounding 
country, and of many tall shafts in the 
direction of Chasetown, denoting the 
existence of those numerous collieries which 
find employment for a large proportion of the 
population of this district….. [it] has undergone 
a remarkable transformation since the opening 
up of the collieries in the neighbourhood by 
the Marquis of Anglesey and others, what was 
formerly a desolate and wide common, now 
teeming with life and energy.….. Brownhills now 
boasts the possession of most of those 
civilising influences enjoyed by other and 
larger towns”29 
 

The 1881 census, taken eight years 
before Alfred Williams wrote those words, 
showed the Deakin family, now including 
Margaret Ruth born February 14th 1880, living 
on the Watling St. in Brownhills in the 
Lancashire cottages.30 Close by, in Howdles 
Lane, were John Henry's brother William with 
his wife Emily and their two children Mary and 
Henry.31 Also on the Watling St., a short 
distance away, were Mary Jane and Emily's 
parents, Thomas and Margaret Green with 
their three youngest children, William [born 
November 1861], Thomas [born July 1863] and 
Richard [born 1864].32 At the time of the 
census Mary Jane and Emily’s younger sister, 
Ruth was in service in Walsall but after her 
marriage to Caleb Smith, a Blacksmith, on 
October 3rd 188133 the Smiths also moved onto 
the Watling St. to live next door to Ruth’s 
parents.34 
 

John Henry’s family continued to grow 
and before long had outgrown their space in 
Lancashire Cottages so a move was made to 
Bayley's Buildings on Watling St. where they 
remained until about 1900. John Henry and 
Mary Jane were living there in 1891 with eight 
of their children.35 Mary Jane had given birth 
to six children in the ten years between 1881 
and 1891 - five daughters and one son. One 
daughter, Florence, born September 7th 

188336 died of Pertussis of 14 days duration at 
the age of 3 weeks.37 The others were Ada 
[1881],38 Priscilla “Zillah” [1884],39 Florence 
Mary “Florrie” [1887],40 Clara [1889] and John 
Henry known as “Jack” born February 25th 
1891. Jack died of what was called “Croup 
catarrhal and exhaustion” on March 18th 1895 
at the age of 4 years41 his younger sister, 
Emma having died five weeks before him of 
“Laryngitis, exhaustion”. According to John 
Henry’s youngest son, Bill, John Henry made 
entries [year only] for all his children in the 
family Bible however the page was torn from 
the Bible in later years by one of the sisters, 
most likely Zillah, who didn’t wish her age to 
be known! 
 

The year after Jack’s birth John 
Henry’s stepmother, Hannah, died in Lawley42 
leaving his father, Thomas, to struggle along 
on his own. Unable to manage he moved up to 
Yorkshire to live with daughter Sarah Ann 
Brickley where he died of senile decay on 
October 18th 1898 at the age of 70 years. 
John Henry was visiting with his father at the 
time of his death and was the informant 
named on the death certificate.43 
 

The house in Bayley’s Buildings had no 
indoor conveniences and water came from a 
well at the back of the house. One night when 
John Henry was on his way to the outhouse, he 
stumbled and fell into the well and was almost 
scalped. Fortunately, Mr. Joseph Thomas 
Bayley, owner of the house and the local 
chemist had the presence of mind to wash 
John Henry's scalp with whiskey and quickly 
stitch it back on again!44In the ten years prior 
to 1900 while still in Bayley’s Buildings Mary 
Jane gave birth to four more children with two 
of them dying in childhood. A daughter Mary 
Jane born in December 1891 lived only a 
matter of days45 and Emma, born Dec 4th 1892 
died at the age of two on February 13th 1895.46 
Sidney George “Sid” was born on February 
22nd 189547 his birth sandwiched between the 
deaths of his sister Emma and brother Jack of 
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whooping cough. It must have been a 
nightmarish few weeks for Mary Jane and 
John Henry. Mary Ann’s birth followed two 
years later on February 13th 1897.48  
 

By 1901, John Henry was living in 
Pear Tree Lane near “the Wilkin” in Norton 
with five of his children – Ada, Florence, Clara, 
Sidney and Mary Ann49 and it was here that 
their last child, John William usually known as 
“Bill”, was born on February 15th 1902.50 Also 
staying with them in March of 1901 was their 
one-year-old granddaughter, Mary Hall. Mary 
was the daughter of Alice Deakin Hall. In 1891, 
at the age of twelve Alice had gone into 
service in Shropshire. When her employer left 
Shropshire to live in Lancashire she went with 
them and it was while there that she met 
Joseph Hall, a cotton spinner, and the son of 
Isaac Hall a Grocer and fishmonger.51 
According to Bill Deakin, Joseph was an 
accomplished pianist. On February 12th 1898, 
Alice and Joseph were married in Leesfield, 
Lancashire52 where she had been in service 
and Mary was their first child born December 
15th 1899. Mary was staying with her 
grandparents while her mother, Alice, was 
recuperating from the birth of a second 
daughter, Ada, in February of 1901.53 Mary 
married Harold Woodhouse in March 192054 
and they had two sons. Eric, born in 
September 1920 lived a few months only and 
William H. born December 1930.55 Mary - 
“Mrs. Woodhouse” – was present as a mourner 
at the funeral of her uncle Jonah Deakin 
Senior on April 14th 1951 at Park View 
Methodist Chapel in Brownhills. Harold died in 
Lichfield in 197356 and Mary in 1984 in the 
Isle of Wight.57 

 

This next paragraph has nothing 
directly to do with the Deakin’s but given my 
father’s keen interest in football, I am 
including it! Many times as I grew up I heard 
my Dad talk about the Dorsett brothers and 
so I was interested to find the brothers in the 

1911 census. There it stated that Harold 
Woodhouse [who married Mary Hall in 1920], 
at the age of 12, was visiting with, and was a 
relative of, the Dorsett brothers – George and 
Joe “Professional Footballers - Manchester 
City” - who were living in Levenshume, 
Lancashire.  Both brothers were renowned 
football players – especially in Brownhills. 
George Dorsett, born 1881 in Brownhills, 
played for a number of local clubs before 
signing for West Bromwich Albion in 
November 1901. He joined Manchester City in 
December 1904 for a fee of £450, a record 
for a winger. During his time at Manchester 
City, he converted to a wing-half. His brother 
Joe, born April 11th 1888 in Brownhills, also 
played for West Bromwich Albion and then 
went on to play for Manchester City. Between 
1910 and 1912, George and Joe played 
alongside each other and were the first 
brothers to play in a Manchester derby. 
George made 211 appearances for the club, 
scoring 65 goals, an average of eight goals per 
season. He retired through injury in 1912 and 
died in 1942. Joe died in 1951. Dad also talked 
a lot about Richard or "Dicky" Dorsett, 
sometimes known as "the Brownhills Bomber", 
who was a nephew of George and Joe, born in 
December 1919, and who was another well-
known local football player who played as a 
striker. Dicky started his career with 
Wolverhampton Wanderers in 1937 and in 
September 1946 joined Aston Villa for 
£3,000. In his book, Who's Who of Aston Villa 
(2004), Tony Matthews argues, "Dorsett was 
as tough as they come, a player who never 
shirked a tackle, was totally committed and as 
rugged and as strong as an elephant!" His 
career almost ended in 1950 when he was 
involved in a car crash, but he recovered and 
played another three seasons before retiring 
from the game in 1953. He died in November 
1999 in Brownhills.58 

 

Ada, Alice and Joseph’s second 
daughter born in 1901, married Alex Lakin in 
Walsall about March 192059 and they had 
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three daughters – Gertrude M., Ada and Iris. 
Alec died in Walsall aged 58 in 195760 and Ada 
outlived him by thirty years dying at the age 
of 85 in Jan 1987 in Leicestershire.61  Alice 
and Joseph had four other daughters and one 
son. Lucy Hall, their third daughter,62 married 
Albert Edward Cooper about March 1927 in 
Walsall.63 Lucy and Albert had one daughter 
Gladys.64 Albert died in Cannock in March 
196665 and Lucy died in Walsall in May 1990 at 
the age of 87 years.66 
 

Annie, their fourth daughter, born 
February 17th 1904 in Lees in Lancashire67 
married Albert James Smith in June 1922 in 
Lichfield Registration District68 and had three 
daughters – Violet, Ivy and Brenda and one 
son, Dennis, all born in Brownhills.69 Dennis 
married Patricia Parsons70 and moved to 
Chasetown where he started his family with 
the birth of Martin in 1954. Mark, Andrew, 
and Beverley followed him. The family moved 
to Adelaide in Australia in 1964 to begin a new 
life there. Martin married Wendy and has two 
children and a grandson Brooke.71 Martin and I 
corresponded briefly in 2002. I remember Jim 
[Albert James] Smith used to do odd jobs at 
Central Stores for my Grandfather and father 
and he died at the age of 91 in Walsall in April 
1994.72 Annie predeceased him dying at the 
age of 84 in April 1988 in Birmingham.73 
 

Joseph and Alice had another 
daughter Elizabeth, born October 13th 1905 in 
Lees74 who married Stephen E. Pegg in Walsall 
in 193975 and who was widowed in 1942.76 
There were no children from this marriage and 
Elizabeth died in Walsall in June 1977.77 “Mrs.  
Pegg” attended, along with her sister Mary 
Woodhouse, as one of the mourners at the 
funeral of her uncle Jonah Deakin Senior on 
April 14th 1951 in Brownhills. One other 
daughter, Esther, was born in early December 
1910 around the time of her father’s death 
but she only lived for a few months. At the 
time of the 1911 Census Esther was still alive 
aged 4 months. Alice was living at 2 Lees 

Square, Lees, Ashton under Lyne in Lancashire 
and had been widowed a few months by then. 
She stated she had borne 9 children two of 
whom had died. Alice’s sister Florence was 
staying with Alice no doubt to help her with 
her young family.78  

 

Alice and Joseph’s only son was 
Joseph Junior, born September 14th 1908 in 
Lees.  Admitted to Watling St. School on 
September 14th 1913 under the guardianship 
of his grandfather, John Henry, by October 3 
1913 he was noted as "Gone home" [probably to 
Lancashire?].79 He was readmitted to the 
school on Aug 13th 1918 by his mother having 
transferred from Zion School in Lees, near 
Manchester. His last day of attendance at 
Watling Street Board School was December 
20th 1922 after he reached the age of 14 
years.80 Joseph married Violet Pinches in June 
1930 in Walsall Registration District and had 
two sons, Frank Donald and Leslie John who 
both attended Watling St. Board School. 
Frank was admitted to school on September 
3rd 1940 and Leslie on August 29th 1944.81 
Joseph died September 1972 in Brownhills82 
and Violet died November 1988 in Walsall.83 
 

Of the other older children of John 
Henry and Mary Jane both Thomas and Jonah 
had now married in Hammerwich Parish 
Church.  Thomas married Mary Ann “Polly” 
Shingler on August 1st 189884 and Jonah 
married her sister, Jane, on December 26th 
189985 while Ruth and Zillah were both in 
service in Sutton Coldfield. Thomas, known as 
“Tom”, worked underground at Jerome's Pit in 
Norton Canes with his father for many years. 
He eventually gave up mining and took over the 
running of the Post Office at the Wilkin set up 
in the front room of their home. Prior to this, 
his wife, Polly, had run the Post Office. He 
later worked as an Agent with the Prudential 
Life Insurance Company. He also tried his hand 
at photography and in 1926 some of his 
photographs of the Brownhills area were made 
into a series of postcards.86  
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A bargain hunter all of his life, as was 
his brother Jonah, Tom was never able to 
resist a sale. Politically he was diametrically 
opposite to his brother and was a liberal at 
heart and often set up in opposition to Jonah 
at election times. They would both set 
themselves up on Brownhills Common delivering 
"pep talks" to anyone who would take the time 
to listen. Tom was a tireless worker for the 
British and Foreign Bible Society and for many 
years he was the Secretary of the local 
branch. The BFBS was the most important of 
the Bible Societies at the time producing 
biblical texts in 700 languages and dialects 
and distributing over 550 million copies of the 
Bible to people all over the world. For all his 
diligence Tom was made a lifetime Governor of 
the Society. 
 

Religion was an integral part of Tom 
and Polly's life and in addition to the family 
participating in daily prayers each morning 
Tom was very active as a local Methodist Lay 
preacher. When not working as a miner, church 
activities were the main interests in Tom's 
life.87Tom and Polly had seven children. Their 
oldest daughter, Ethel May, born August 19th 
189988 married George Townsend, a Cycle shop 
worker, on December 27th 1926.89 They had 
three children - Dorothy, Kenneth and 
Margaret. Both Dorothy and Kenneth were 
born in Blackpool, Lancashire.90 On November 
19th 1934 they were admitted to Watling St. 
School and noted as attending for a short 
while before leaving to attend Blackpool 
Martin Mass School. They were re-admitted to 
Watling St. School on November 4th 1936. 
Their address in Brownhills was the Wilkin 
Post Office so it would seem that they were 
living with their grandparents, Tom and Polly, 
at that time.91  

 

Dorothy Townsend married Gordon 
Seddon February 9th 1949 in Cannock and then 
they moved up to Hull in Yorkshire where they 
had a family of four sons. Most recently, they 

were living in Scarborough, Yorkshire. Kenneth 
Townsend married Margaret Brown in 
Kirkcudbright, Scotland and they had 2 
daughters and a son. Kenneth died in Hull 
February 9th 1993. Margaret Townsend 
married Martin K. Griffin in Hull in 1962 and 
they had one son, Stephen. The marriage 
ended in divorce and a second marriage to 
Charles F. Jones, a musician, in 198492 ended 
with the death of Charles in Spain in August 
1994.93 Margaret moved back to Yorkshire in 
2005 and in 2006 was married to Derek 
Morrow. Shortly after their marriage they 
moved to Great Fencote, Yorkshire where she 
presently resides.94 We have been in contact 
since 2013.  Meanwhile, Ethel May Townsend 
had died in Aldridge December 7th 1956 while 
George died ten years later in Hull, Yorkshire 
on December 23rd 1966.95 
  

Thomas Ernest born June 18th 190196 
was Tom and Polly’s oldest son and known by 
many as Ted [and by his grandson Philip as 
“Baboo”!]. He attended Watling St. Board 
School transferring from the Infants to the 
Boys Department on April 1st 1909 and leaving 
school on March 12th 1915 after passing the 
Labour exam.97 He started work with a coal 
mining surveying team prior to attending Cliff 
College, an evangelical Training College in 
Curbar, Derbyshire, between 1919 and 1920 to 
become a Methodist Minister. There followed 
work in the church at Potton and Sandy in 
Bedfordshire where he met and eventually 
married Dorothy Frances Hawes on April 11th 
1927. Ted trained at Richmond College in 
London from 1923 to 1926 and served as a 
Methodist minister in Stanley, Co. Durham; 
Leek, Staffordshire; Wakefield and Leeds, 
Yorkshire; The Isle of Wight; Portsmouth, 
Hampshire; Gillingham, Kent and Guildford in 
Surrey. In Wakefield he also served as a 
prison chaplain. But for the war he would have 
gone to Jersey but instead went to the Isle of 
Wight, where he joined the Royal Observer 
Corps.98  
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While in Stanley, Co. Durham Ted and 
Dorothy’s first child, Derek Thomas Francis, 
was born on October 2nd 1930.99 Their second 
child, Patricia Nelly, was born on October 30th 
1934 after the family had moved to Leek in 
Staffordshire.100 Derek and Pat’s early 
childhood was spent in various parts of 
northern England as Ted moved from circuit to 
circuit in the Ministry. Pat, a Medical 
Secretary, was married to Dennis George 
Wickstead in Guildford in 1964101 and they had 
no children. Dennis died in Wolverhampton in 
2006. 
 

Derek was educated at Kingswood 
School, Bath, and trained at St. Mary's 
Hospital Medical School, Paddington, qualifying 
as a General Practitioner in 1955. Before 
joining a medical partnership in Ash Vale as a 
locum late in 1957 he was at St. Luke's 
Hospital, Guildford, King Edward VII's 
Hospital, Windsor and Old Windsor unit of 
obstetrics and gynaecology. Derek worked for 
a year as an assistant with the practice before 
becoming a partner in October 1958. 
 

The practice grew rapidly with the 
opening of the Ash Vale Health Centre in 1980. 
In that year Derek became tutor to the 
Department of General Practice at St. 
Georges Hospital Medical School in London and 
was responsible for supervising medical 
students from the hospital who came into the 
practice to gain practical experience as part 
of their training. In 1991, he received a 
Medical Community Award bronze medal 
presented by the Association of British 
Insurers for outstanding medical services to 
the community. 
 

On March 31st 1956, Derek had 
married Sheila Ward Wiggham. Sheila was 
charge Librarian in Weybridge until she and 
Derek moved to their present home in Vale Rd, 
Ash Vale in 1958. Both are active members of 
the Guildford Methodist Church. Derek 

retired from active practice in 1992, at the 
age of 62, after 35 years of service to the 
community choosing to retire early partly 
because of increasing pressures affecting 
medical practice, which meant more time spent 
on administration and reports and less time 
for patients. His leaving came with mixed 
feelings as he had always enjoyed the unique 
doctor patient relationship and he was sure he 
would miss that patient contact and the 
interesting people he met.  

 

Derek, Sheila and I met for the first 
time in June 1993 as they passed through 
Kamloops on The Rocky Mountaineer train trip 
from Banff, through the Rockies, to 
Vancouver. We immediately “hit it off” and 
have remained in contact ever since. Sheila 
and Derek continued to pursue their shared 
interests in music [especially opera] and fell 
walking until Derek’s failing health meant a 
move into a care home in Camberley, Surrey 
where he continued to reside until his death in 
January 2015.  
 

Their son Philip is a GP in Garstang, 
Lancashire and their daughter, Nicola a 
Physiotherapist in Cheam, Surrey. Both Philip 
and Nicola followed in their father’s footsteps 
and trained at St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington. 
Philip married Karen Abraham, a 
Physiotherapist and they now have three 
children while Nicola married Robin Pepper 
who is self-employed in the Motor Trade and 
they have two sons.  
 

Returning to the life of Rev. Ted it 
would seem that Portsmouth perhaps provided 
his biggest challenge and his greatest 
opportunity. War damage to churches had to 
be made good during his time there with the 
years 1947-1955 being a period of rebuilding 
in many ways. Amalgamation of two 
neighbouring churches was achieved followed 
by the joining of two circuits. He began as 
second minister but on the death of the 
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Superintendent Minister he skilfully took over 
that position.  
 

Between 1955 and 1960 he was 
Superintendent of the Guildford Circuit and 
was Mayors chaplain during Guildford’s 700th 
charter year. He and Dorothy were presented 
to the Queen and Prince Philip with the 
remark, "Here is a good Methodist." To which 
the Prince replied, "I have yet to meet a bad 
one!" The pageant that followed saw Tom and 
Dorothy seated in the royal box. 
 

While living in Gillingham, one of the 
Medway towns in Kent, between 1960 and 1966 
he opened a new church at Gads Hill after 
overseeing the sale of Canterbury Street 
Church. His enthusiasm was contagious and 
attracted many young people to the church as 
well as benefiting patients at All Saints 
Hospital at Chatham where he was Chaplain. 
 

Returning to be a member at Guildford 
he was a friend to all and a great 
encouragement to all ministers and preachers. 
He continued to serve people by providing a 
warm welcome to all, particularly students 
from the University, The whole style of his 
ministry was in fact, like that of his first 
cousin Charles Edgar Deakin. Both loved people 
and their caring pastoral visiting of all and 
sundry illustrated that best, whether church 
members or not. 
 

Music continued to be an abiding 
interest and joy throughout his life and in the 
village chapels he often accompanied the 
singing on piano or organ and music. He loved 
to sing and often during worship he would slip 
away from the pulpit to join the choir's bass 
line. At other times he sang with the 
Rochester Choral Society under the baton of 
Sir Adrian Boult or with the Epworth Choir in 
the Royal Festival Hall with his brother 
Walter conducting. Dorothy was also an 
accomplished singer and violin player and he 

enjoyed accompanying her as she sang or 
played the violin. Gardening and painting gave 
her much enjoyment and her family was very 
important to her. Throughout his life Ted was 
also a very keen sportsman enjoying football, 
cricket and tennis. 
 

Dorothy and Ted remained devoted to 
each other for 62 years. Dorothy whole-
heartedly supported Ted in his ministry until 
the onset of her final illness while Tom’s 
devotion was best shown by his constant visits 
to her in hospital during her last seven and a 
half years, even though she did not appear to 
know who he was. Dorothy died in Woking, 
Surrey on October 31st 1989 while Ted lived 
for another two years maintaining his lively 
spirit right to the end and being greatly loved 
by all in church, circuit and family. He will be 
remembered as a good pastor, a good preacher 
and an efficient administrator, but above all as 
a caring, loving friend to all. He died in the 
91st year of his life and the 68th year of his 
ministry on March 14th 1992. 102  
 

Returning again to Tom and Polly’s 
family their third child, Frank, was born May 
11th 1903.103 He attended Watling St. Board 
School leaving there at the age of 13 due to 
new regulations implemented because of the 
war.104 He married Doris Emma Dennis 
November 28th 1927 and they had two sons 
Denis [also known as Frank] and Robert. Denis, 
a Metallurgist, married Margaret Ethel Hearn 
and they have two sons. Robert, a Community 
Service Officer, married Andrea Shelagh Bell 
and they have three children. Frank Sr. died 
on November 28th 1980 in Kingstanding. 105,106 

Doris Emma died June 19th 1994 in 
Birmingham.107 
 

A fourth child, Harold, who lived for 
about six months, was born to Tom and Polly on 
May 9th 1905.108 Two years later, their second 
daughter, Lillian, was born on January 23rd 
1907 and she attended Watling St. Board 
School from 1912-1921 leaving at the age of 



 11 

14.109 She married John Howard Shingler,* a 
Sales Representative for the National Coal 
Board, on December 25th 1930.110 Both Howard 
and Lillian loved music and Lillian was also very 
involved in chapel activities. Lillian died on 
January 14th 1996 and was buried in Pelsall. 
There will be more coverage of Howard and his 
family later under the section on Ada Deakin 
and Thomas Shingler. 
 

Howard, born April 25th 1909, was 
Tom and Polly’s fourth son. He was admitted to 
the Infants Department at Watling St. Board 
School on October 28th 1913, transferred to 
the Boys Department on April 3rd 1915, at 
which time he was noted as living at the Wilkin 
Post Office and left school at the age of 14 on 
Jul 27 1923.111 He married Constance Kate 
“Kitty” Farmer March 25th 1931 in 
Brownhills.112  He was the sub-postmaster at 
Chasetown Post Office for many years and was 
a magistrate and a local councillor. He served 
on both Lichfield Rural and Burntwood Parish 
Councils from 1949 onwards. He was chairman 
of the rural council’s planning committee from 
1954 - 1956, housing committee from 1958 - 
1960 and the finance and general purposes 
committees from 1969-1971.  
 

After serving two years as vice-
chairman from 1971 to May 1973 he became 
the last chairman of the rural council before 
its merger with Lichfield City Council under 
local government reorganisation which took 
place in April of 1974. He was the council’s 
representative for 14 years on Burntwood 
Youth Centre, the West Midlands Industrial 
Development Association for eight years and 
the local hospital committee for nine years. He 
was the first Independent councillor in recent 
memory on Burntwood Parish Council becoming 
its chairperson in 1963. In 1967 he was 

                                                   
 
 
 

* the son of Thomas Shingler and Ada Deakin 

elected to Staffordshire County Council as 
representative for Chasetown and Chase 
Terrace. In April of 1973 he lost his county 
council seat and two months later was 
defeated in both district and parish council 
elections. 
 

A devout Methodist, Howard was a 
local Lay preacher who loved music. He 
conducted the church choir, as well as 
conducting some chapel anniversaries and 
playing the piano and organ. He was very active 
with local senior’s organizations.113 He had two 
children, Betty Joan and Peter Howard who 
both attended Watling St. Board School for a 
number of years, prior to moving to 
Chasetown.114 Peter and Betty now live in 
Brixham, Devon.115  
 

On Sunday July 8 1973, after leading 
a Civic Parade, Howard collapsed only fifteen 
yards from St. Anne’s Church in Chasetown. He 
was pronounced dead on arrival at the local 
hospital at the age of 64. Colleagues had 
earlier urged him not to participate in the 
procession as he had only recently been 
released from hospital but he insisted on 
leading the parade as planned. Words of 
tribute to Howard spoken by fellow councillors 
included that fact that he was a man of 
“immense compassion who made no enemies but 
many friends" and that "Everyone has admired 
the amount of work Councillor Deakin has done 
for the area".116 Kitty moved into a bungalow in 
Chasetown after Howard’s death and herself 
died tragically some two years later in 
December 1975 when she took her dog out on 
a snowy evening and was found dead the next 
morning in the snow.117 
 

Walter was Tom and Polly’s youngest 
son born on May 21st 1912. Admitted to 
Watling St. Infants School on April 16th 1917 
he transferred to the Boys Department on 
April 1st 1919. He last attended there on July 
29 1921 but remained in school until the school 
leaving age of 14.118 For most of his life until 
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his retirement Walter was a businessman 
working in the field of Property Development 
He formed his own contracting and building 
business, W. Deakin & Co in 1946 and by 1967 
the business had grown considerably with 
separate departments for major contracts, 
private dwellings and small contract work. 
Walter developed a large part of Woking and 
the surrounding areas in Surrey but despite 
his success in business, his first love has 
always been music. He first picked up the 
conductor’s baton at the age of 17 when he 
became choirmaster at Park View Methodist 
Church in Brownhills. Following that, he spent 
many years in part time study at the Guildhall 
School of Music, which increased and 
strengthened his interest in music over the 
years. He continued to find great relaxation in 
many different forms of music, including 
playing the beautiful Compton Three Manual 
Concert organ that he had built to order and 
installed in his home until his death. 
 

When the Epworth Choir was 
reformed in Woking, Surrey in 1958 Walter 
was instrumental in its reformation and was its 
conductor until 1981. It was Walter’s idea to 
give Woking an organisation capable of giving 
and receiving enjoyment from music whilst 
raising money for charitable causes. The choir, 
named after the village where John Wesley 
was born, at one time had a membership of 
170. It now includes over 120 men and women 
drawn from every Christian denomination to 
those of no church who just enjoy singing. It is 
a registered charity and hosts of deserving 
charities have benefited from the proceeds of 
concerts and carol services given by the choir 
over the years. Many distinguished soloists 
have performed with the choir and it has 
appeared on T.V. In 2008 it celebrated its 
50th Anniversary. 
 

On July 18th 1942, Walter married 
Joan Huntbach, the daughter of Alfred 
Huntbach and Ethel Miriam Evans of 
Whitchurch, after a courtship lasting seven 

years. Joan trained as a teacher and she and 
Walter met when she was lodging with 
Walter’s first cousin Jennie Hassall Bladon 
during her training. Attending Park View 
Methodist Church during that time they 
continued to share a strong and enduring faith 
throughout their life together. They had two 
children Paul and Geraldine.119  
 

Paul is a Barrister married to Shirley 
Ann Miller and they have two daughters. 
Geraldine is a teacher specialising in dyslexia 
and psychotherapy and is married to Trefor 
Thomas, a lawyer.  They also have two 
daughters.  
 

Walter always firmly believed in 
encouraging young people with musical talent. 
His contribution to music has been wide, not 
only because he founded the Epworth Choir, 
but also because he has helped support and 
develop many musical protégés. The Walter 
Deakin Bursaries form a major contribution to 
young musicians entering the Woking Music 
Festival each year. Through these bursaries, 
many young musicians are encouraged to 
develop their musical talent further and some 
are now travelling the world through his 
support.  He enjoyed a good laugh and 
delighted many with his sense of humour.  
 

He was an active Methodist Church 
member all his life belonging, with Joan, to the 
Church in Woking. Joan died June 16th 2005 
after a loving partnership lasting 63 years. 
The two of them shared a keen interest in 
gardening. Their beautiful home, Hill House, 
with its striking seven acres of grounds 
framing awesome views over the Surrey 
countryside always provided the warmest of 
welcomes to everyone – including my new 
husband Walter and me on our honeymoon visit 
in 1996. Despite her phenomenal memory Joan 
was naturally shy and modest, qualities that 
endeared her to everyone. She was a caring 
and gracious hostess and we had a lovely, 
though short, visit with them both which 
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included a drive in Walter’s pride and joy – his 
Rolls Royce “WD 01” - to “The Toby Jug” for 
dinner where we were treated like royalty. 
Joan did voluntary work at a Methodist Home 
for the Aged and for the National Children’s 
Home.120 Walter died on November 2nd 2008 in 
Nuffield Hospital, Woking after remaining in 
his own home until just a few days before his 
death at 96 years of age. The funeral service 
was held on November 21st at Trinity 
Methodist Church in Woking. 
 

Reverting back now to John Henry’s 
family, research has shown that, with the 
exception of one, all of his daughters were 
employed in Domestic Service at some time in 
their lives. This was the largest category of 
women’s work noted in the 1901 census at 
12.5% of the total labour force, which 
represented about two million women.121 With 
little else available for them, and with a 
growing demand for personal service due to 
the increasing wealth of the middle-class the 
girls easily found jobs – but such disagreeable 
jobs!  
 

Unfortunately, domestic service jobs 
did not pay well and the work was hard – it was 
tiring, never ending and often monotonous. An 
account written by a 17-year old girl working in 
the house of a dentist in 1909 gives us a 
picture of what such work was like: 
 

“I was the only servant. I had to be up 
at six in the morning, and there were so many 
jobs lined up for me that I worked till eleven 
o’clock at night. The mistress explained that 
she was very particular; the house had to be 
spotless always. After all, they were 
professional people and used to very high 
standards. I had to clean all the house, 
starting at the top and working down, sweeping 
and scrubbing right through. Hearthstoning 
the steps from the front door to the 
pavement took me an hour alone. I was most 
conscientious. 
 

The meals I remember well. For breakfast I 
had bread and dripping. There were often mice 
dirts on the dripping to be scraped off first. 
Dinner was herring, every day; tea was bread 
and marge. I didn’t have a bath during the 
month I was there, I wasn’t given the 
opportunity; in fact there was no time to comb 
my hair properly, which was long – down to my 
waist; it grew so matted my mother had to cut 
it off when I finally came home again. 
 
My room was in the attic. There was a little 
iron bed in the corner, a wooden chair and a 
washstand. It was a cold, bare, utterly 
cheerless room. At night I used to climb the 
dark stairs to the gloomy top of the house, go 
over to my bed, put the candle on the chair, 
fall on my knees, say my prayers, and crawl 
into bed too tired to wash.” 122 
 

Ruth Margaret, born February 14th 
1880 on Watling St., Brownhills,123 went into 
service at the age of 12 earning a shilling a 
week.124 In 1901, she was working as a cook in 
the household of a 90-year-old widow, Eleanor 
Brown, in Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire125 
remaining there until her marriage to Robert 
Bentley, a coalminer, on December 26th 
1905.126 While in service she was allowed to go 
home most weekends to be with her family. 
She and Bob had 2 children – Frank Edgar and 
Doris who both attended Watling St. Board 
School.127 Edgar married Doris James on 
October 4th 1935128 and they had one son 
Robert Frank [Bobby] born in 1940 who also 
attended Watling St. School for a short 
while.129 Frank Edgar died December 9th 1999 
predeceased by his wife Doris in 1977.130  
 

Doris Bentley was 40 years old before 
her first marriage to Walter E. Grant in 
December 1955 in Cannock. 131 Walter died at 
the age of 53 in 1968 after a long illness. 132 
She married her second husband, Richard 
James, on October 4th 1975 in Brownhills and 
he died in 1988, also after a long illness. 
[Richard was the brother of Doris James who 
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had married her brother Frank Edgar]. She 
was very active in the Methodist Church and 
belonged to the Ladies Guild. She worked 
tirelessly to keep Park View Chapel open and 
made sure that the place was always spotlessly 
clean and shining right up until it closed. She 
was involved in the Sunday school and loved 
young people though she never had any 
children of her own. I remember her as a 
teacher in the Sunday school at Park View 
when I was a child – she was a wonderful story 
teller. She played the organ and was very 
committed to work for Missions. Doris was a 
very caring person. She took care of her 
parents as they aged until their deaths – 
Robert on June 30th 1963133 and Ruth 
Margaret on November 14th 1970134 - as well as 
nursing her first and second husbands through 
long and difficult illnesses. She cared for her 
brother and her nephew Bob, who was confined 
to a wheelchair, after the death of Edgar’s 
wife, Doris, and continued to look after Bob 
following the death of his father in 1999. She 
loved gardening and was very knowledgeable 
about flowers and plants. She also had a 
lifelong interest in reading and cooking.135 She 
quietly slipped away on September 3rd 2003 in 
Queens Hospital, Burton on Trent at the age 
of 88.136 
 

Ada, born December 11th 1881,137 
followed her sister Ruth’s footsteps going into 
domestic service as a housemaid, also at the 
age of 12 in 1894. She was perhaps luckier 
than Ruth in that she found work locally and so 
was able to live at home until her marriage to 
Thomas [Tom] Shingler on December 26th 1901 
at St. John’s Church, Hammerwich.138 Ada and 
Tom had two sons, Howard born March 24th 
1905 and Thomas Reginald born Jul 21 1909 
and one daughter Ivy Lillian born December 
18th 1907.139 All attended Watling St. Board 
School with Lillian leaving before she reached 
the age of 14 for medical reasons.140 Howard 
was an NCB Sales Representative who married 
his 1st cousin Lillian Deakin [daughter of 
Thomas Deakin and Polly Shingler] on 
December 25th 1930. Howard loved music and 

was a Musical Director at Pelsall Church and a 
director of the Pelsall Opera Group. He was 
also the second conductor of the Cheslyn Hay 
Male Voice Choir formed about 1919.141  
 

Howard and Lillian had three children 
Jean Rosalind, Pamela Grace and Stanley 
Howard. Jean was an Office Clerk who married 
Geoffrey Graham Blunt in 1953. Jean and 
Geoffrey had two children – Graham Clive and 
Patricia Ann. Pamela was a Nurse who married 
John Perrins in 1970. She and John have a son 
and a daughter142 Thomas Reginald’s marriage 
to Doris Peach in June 1938 ended in divorce 
and he died in 1994.143 Little is known about 
Ivy Lillian’s marriage to Sidney Walter 
Betteridge in September 1934.144 We do know 
there were no children and Ivy Lillian died in 
Kings Norton in February 1985.145 Sidney 
Betteridge died ten years later in 
Birmingham.146 Ada died in Cannock in her 90th 
year in Stafford on February 19 1971147 having 
outlived Tom [who died September 8th 1956] 
by almost 15 years.148 Both are buried in St. 
James Churchyard, Brownhills.149 
 

Priscilla, always known as Zillah, was 
born October 10th 1884150 and was the only one 
of the children never to marry spending all her 
life in Domestic service. After leaving Watling 
St. Board School at the age of fourteen she 
went into service with a 72 year old unmarried 
lady, Miss Fanny Bourne, and her companion in 
Sutton Coldfield.151 By 1911 she was the cook 
for a 47 year old unmarried doctor, Bertram 
Jordan, his mother and unmarried sister in 
Kings Norton152 and later became a cook and 
housekeeper for a Mr. and Mrs. Salt. She was 
also Nanny to the two Salt daughters who 
eventually became debutants. During the 
General strike of 1926 Zillah served soup at 
the Soup Kitchens by the Zion Church in 
Brownhills. I was very fond of Auntie Zillah 
who was a warm and caring person. She ended 
her working life as a housekeeper to an elderly 
widowed gentleman and died July 22nd 1974 in 
Cannock.153 



 15 

 

Florence or “Florrie”, was born March 
10th 1887 and entered domestic service after 
leaving Watling St. Board School at the age of 
14 in 1901. In 1911 she was staying with her 
sister Alice in Lees, Lancashire helping Alice 
after the untimely death of her husband, 
Joseph Hall. She later worked for a German 
couple who were sent back to Germany at the 
start of WWI154 around the time of her 
marriage to John Edward “Jack” Maddox, a 
coal miner, on December 26th 1914.155 She and 
Jack had two sons, Ronald Helmut [named for 
her German employers] born August 4th 1921 
and Geoffrey born March 29th 1923. Ronald 
married Barbara Dunning and they had one 
daughter Anthea Patricia who married [1] 
David Houchell and after a divorce married [2] 
Paul Hugh Gilby. They had one son. Ronald died 
in Harlow on February 27th 1983 at the age of 
62.156 

  

Geoff, a Work-Study Manager, 
married Hazel Read on September 9th 1944. 
They had one daughter Judith Vanessa who 
married Trevor Sidney Mills and had one son. 
Geoff was a keen musician, playing the organ 
at Park View Methodist Church for many 
years. He was also a person who enjoyed D.I.Y. 
projects and was interested in sports (mainly 
cricket and fishing) and gardening. Geoff died 
suddenly in Brownhills on October 30th 1971 at 
the age of 48.157 In her later years, Florrie 
kept a small shop where she sold drapery and 
sweets. As small children, we would go over 
every Saturday to "Auntie Florrie's" to 
exchange our "sweet coupons" for our weekly 
sweet ration. She died in Brownhills on July 
30th 1958158 two and a half years after 
Jack.159 
 

Clara, the 9th child of John Henry and 
Mary Jane, was born February 17th and 
baptised March 10th 1889 at St. James Church 
Ogley Hay.160 She started Watling St. Board 
School in the Infants Department in 1893.161 
Like her sisters Zillah and Florrie she left 

school at fourteen and went into service until 
her marriage at the age of 25. In 1911 she was 
working as a housemaid in the service of a Mr. 
Shirley Smith at 88 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Worcestershire. On April 23rd 1914 she 
married her cousin George Green at Mt. Zion 
Church in Brownhills.162 George was a Colliery 
Deputy and the son of her mother’s younger 
brother, William. He was a very talented 
musician, obviously having inherited the Green 
musical ability from both parents and he 
played in both the Brownhills Town Band and 
the Chasetown Colliery band as well as giving 
lessons. George and Clara had two children, 
William born August 16th 1916 and Phyllis 
Violet born April 10 1919. Both attended 
Watling Street Board School. William became 
a Wages Clerk at the NCB and married his 1st 
cousin Lois Elizabeth Jane Green [daughter of 
George’s brother Harold]. They had one son 
John born 1945 who died at the age of forty 
never having married.163  
 

Violet married Albert "Bert" 
Watterson, a Local Government Officer, on 
August 17th 1940. Bert has been a keen 
gardener all his life while Violet’s lifelong 
interest has been music.164 In 1951, their 
daughter Jean was born and those wonderful 
musical genes were passed on to her in spades! 
An accomplished organist, in April 1981 she 
participated in the "Home Organist of the 
Year” competition in London. She had married 
Collin Parker in 1975 and in 1981, their son 
Scott was born after she participated in the 
competition in London. Originally, a Primary 
School Teacher, Jean is now an International 
Concert Organist who travels worldwide 
performing on electronic Pipe and Theatre 
Organs and is also a talented composer and 
arranger. By 2002, she had released 7 CD's 
and 20 cassettes under her stage name of 
Jean Martyn.165 Clara died in her 90th year on 
May 26th 1978 in Great Wyrley, Staffordshire 
after suffering two strokes.166 George had 
predeceased her by 40 years dying in 1938 at 
the age of 49.167 
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John Henry was a temperate and 
thrifty man and by 1903, when only the three 
younger children Sid, Mary, and Bill were left 
at home, he had saved up enough money to buy 
two semi-detached houses on Hednesford 
Road and to set himself up in a little shop. He 
moved his family from the home in Pear Tree 
lane into # 92 and rented the house next door 
to a Mr and Mrs King.168 After the Kings 
moved out a few years later his eldest son, 
Tom and his wife Polly moved in. The family 
were fortunate enough to have a piano and 
Clara's husband, George Green, gave the three 
youngest children piano lessons after George 
and Clara were married. The house would often 
be filled with the sound of music when the 
family gathered around the piano for a 
singsong. 
 

The family home initially had two 
rooms upstairs with a curtain hanging between 
the beds in one room. A few years later, a 
third bedroom was added. There were two 
rooms and a back scullery downstairs with the 
front room used as a little shop. The scullery 
was like a "back-up" kitchen at the rear of the 
house which could be used for cleaning dishes 
and cooking utensils but was more often used 
for things like washing clothes or ironing. The 
two houses were sold to John Henry's son 
Jonah around 1916 for about £400. Jonah 
later sold #92 to his sister Mary Roe and her 
husband Tom and sometime later sold the 
other one to his niece and her husband, Violet 
and Bert Watterson.169 These premises were 
made into a Post Office around 1946. 
 

There were no indoor bathrooms or 
toilets and the "water closets" for the two 
houses were at the back of the pigsty 
separated by the "ash house" (the building 
where the ashes from the fireplace were 
emptied). The Council's night soil men were 
responsible for emptying the W.C. during the 
night. Each householder was responsible for 
collecting his own disinfectant for the bucket 
toilets from the Council House - a long walk 

with a heavy bucket in the days before busses. 
The Council also had men come every few 
weeks to empty the ash house. The ashes were 
shovelled into a wheelbarrow, trundled to the 
road, shovelled into a high-sided cart and then 
later shovelled off again at the dumping 
spot.170  
 

Baths were taken in the kitchen in a 
zinc tub filled with hot water from the 
scullery boiler. In the winter, the bath would 
be set by the hearth in front of a big fire to 
help the bather stay warm. There was no 
electricity in the house and an oil lamp was 
used for lighting in the kitchen with gas jets 
upstairs.  
 

John Henry’s son, Sidney George or 
“Sid”, born February 22nd 1895, attended 
Watling St. Board School before joining his 
dad at the Conduit Colliery in Norton Canes in 
1909 when he turned 14. He had his first 
accident - a broken hip - on his sixteenth 
birthday in 1911. In 1914, he had a second 
accident and was once again on crutches. 
Hoping to volunteer to fight in WWI and so 
receive “the King’s shilling”,* he went for a 
medical but was turned down, much to his 
dismay.171  
 

On December 12th 1918, Sid married 
Teresa Poyser and they had two children, 
Florence Teresa and Kenneth Sidney. Florence 
married Arthur George Shingler and they had 
two daughters Jane and Kay.172 Jane is a 
schoolteacher married to Ian Bryant while Kay 
is a University Lecturer married to Barry 
Geldard and now living in Australia.173 Neither 
Jane nor Kay has any children. Florence has 
had a lifelong interest in music being a school 

                                                   
 
 
 

* Taking the King's shilling was like the handshake before 
an official contract. It was the way the army got men to 
join and probably goes back to the end of the English Civil 
War and the creation of the British Standing Army. 
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pianist and particularly enjoying choral singing. 
She now lives in Australia after having joined 
Kay and Barry there. Kenneth married Iris 
Ranford and they had one daughter Lynne 
Teresa .174 
 

Starting out as a coal miner Sid 
eventually became a Pit Deputy, fireman and 
First aid expert at Walsall Wood Colliery. He 
biked to work at The Wyrley No. 3 Colliery, a 
mine owned by William Harrison and known 
locally as Harrison’s or "The Sinking". Sinking 
started there in 1896 and after the shafts 
had been sunk the mine was developed and the 
seams worked using the long-wall stall system 
of extracting coal until the 1930’s when early 
types of face conveyors were introduced -  
 
“By 1933 the Company had 22 coal cutters, 8 
shaker conveyors, 1 scraper and 5 belt 
conveyors plus 3 gate end loaders.”175  
 
He lost both his legs in an accident involving a 
coal cutter in 1951 and he never again was able 
to bike to work or work in the mines but he 
became remarkably adept at doing things 
around his home176 - including vacuuming 
without using his artificial legs.  Teresa and 
Sid had been married almost 60 years when 
Teresa died on November 27th 1976.177 
 

Exactly three months later, on 
February 27th 1977, Sid died in hospital at the 
age of 82 after an operation on a hernia. An 
inquest determined that he died from heart 
failure caused by the stress of the operation. 
Walsall coroner Mr. Arthur Gregory recorded 
a verdict of misadventure.178  
 

Mary Ann, born February 13th 1897, 
was the only one of the girls who did not go 
into service. After leaving Watling St. Board 
School in 1911 at the age of 14 she went to 
work as a Clerk at the Conduit Colliery offices 
leaving there to work for the Pearl Assurance 
Company after her marriage to Thomas “Tom” 
Roe, a coal miner, on Dec 26th 1924.179 Mary 

loved her garden and spent many hours in it 
working alongside her husband Tom. She was 
always interested in First Aid and for many 
years was a member of the St. John 
Ambulance Corps. Tom and Mary had two sons 
– Dennis and Clive [who died shortly after 
birth].180  Dennis, a Surveyor, married Doreen 
Howdle February 14th 1953 at Park View 
Church with my sister Jennifer and me as 
bridesmaids.181 Dennis and Doreen had one son 
Simon. Dennis used to do wonderful 
impersonations of Stanley Holloway at the 
New Year’s Eve and Harvest Suppers at Park 
View Church with Albert and the Lion being a 
particular favourite. Tom died in 1962 at 65182 
and Mary Ann died in Brownhills at the age of 
70 on November 11th 1967.183  
 

As has been seen, all of John Henry’s 
children attended Watling St. Board School 
from the age of five until they had completed 
their schooling. John Henry and Mary Jane’s 
youngest son William John or “Bill”, born 
February 15th 1902, was no exception. He 
attended the Infants school for two years 
moving up to the Boys Department on April 1st 
1909. He remained there until he was 13 when 
new regulations came into effect because of 
the war. He left on Oct 20th 1915184 to work 
for the war effort at Cooper's Farm for a 
shilling a day. It obviously was not as good a 
job as he had thought it would be as he only 
lasted there for 6 days before returning to 
school until he was 14 to complete his 
schooling. 185 
 

He began work at Harrison’s Colliery 
in February 1916 and for his five and a half-
day week earned nine shillings. His cousin, 
Charles, worked alongside him in the office 
initially and they were noted for enjoying a bit 
of fun and a good laugh. Being anxious to 
improve himself, he attended Walsall 
Commercial College two nights a week to learn 
bookkeeping, shorthand and typing. He also 
went to Chasetown Technical College two 
nights a week for more advanced studies in 
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things like Maths. He still found time for 
leisure activities and in his younger days he 
was quite a sportsman playing soccer for the 
Watling St. Crusaders and cricket for the 
Watling St. Cricket Club. 
 

On June 9th 1923 he married Sarah 
Ann "Sadie" Bradbury in Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire and they celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary in 1983 
receiving telegrams from H. M. Queen 
Elizabeth and the Prime Minister. Bill and 
Sadie had one daughter Joyce Mary. After 
finishing school she became a Clerk at the 
Grove Colliery. She married Raymond Nicholls 
and there were no children from this marriage. 
Raymond was a garage mechanic and a 
chauffeur for Haden and Stretton who were 
local Solicitors in Walsall. He also worked as a 
Sales Representative for a time for Foxall’s 
Tools and died in August 2004 at the age of 
73.186 
 

During the miner's strike of 1926 
Bill’s place of work was moved to a new building 
at the Grove Colliery and he spent the next 34 
years there. In 1960 he was transferred to 
the Computer Centre in Bridgetown where he 
remained for a year before moving to offices 
in Allport St., Cannock. This was his last move 
before his retirement from the post of Head 
of control and general services for the NCB in 
1967. 
 

Along with his cousin Jonah, Bill 
served as a special constable during World 
War II and both of them continued in this 
capacity for some time after peace was 
declared. Bill's hobbies were gardening and 
playing draughts. He always showed a lively 
interest in current affairs and was a 
tremendous source of information and 
encouragement in the compilation of this 
Deakin family history. As Sadie’s health failed 
Bill took over the household duties and with 
devotion spent his time caring for her. After 
her death in April of 1990187in her 94th year, 

his own health began to fail and Bill eventually 
moved into a senior’s home where he died in 
his 95th year on June 14th 1996.188  
 

During the winter months, John Henry 
never saw daylight except at the weekends. He 
would leave for work at 5 a.m. in the dark on 
foot as there was no public transportation and 
by the time he returned home darkness had 
already fallen again. After his days’ work, he 
often enjoyed having half a pint of ale warmed 
up by placing a hot poker in it along with 
toasted bread to dip in it and many nights he 
would follow this by reading aloud to Mary 
Jane - something that she really enjoyed. 
 

After his days’ work was over during 
the summer months, he would go and spend 
some time working in his garden in the 
allotment at the Spring Nob. The family always 
lived well on good wholesome food and, in 
addition to fresh produce from the allotment, 
there was always a flitch of bacon or ham 
hanging in the kitchen to cut at. This came 
from the pigs, which John Henry, like many of 
his neighbours, reared in the pigsty in the 
back yard. These same pigs also supplied big 
basins of home fed lard that was stored in the 
pantry. Any other meat needed came from the 
street-trading butcher who came around 
regularly. He would walk down the street 
calling his wares and people wanting to buy 
would go out and make their selection.  
 

The firm of "Warner and Crawford" 
came around on alternate weeks with a donkey 
and cart selling grain for the pigs. Albert 
Miles, the milkman, used a horse and cart to 
deliver milk, as did Baker’s to deliver bread. 
Once John Henry's son, Jonah, opened his 
grocery store in 1899, the family bought many 
of their groceries from him. 
 

Christmas was always a happy time in 
the Deakin household. Some of the younger 
members of the family would go out carol 
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singing outside any houses with lights showing 
starting about 6 a.m. on Christmas morning. 
The whole family would come home for 
Christmas Day and John Henry would rent 
wooden forms and tables from the nearby 
"Monkey Tree Inn" for the day so that 
everyone could sit down to their meal 
together. Following the Christmas dinner 
complete with "Cockerel”, most of the children 
would go next door to Tom and Polly's to sing 
songs and play games.  
 

On Sundays John Henry was usually to 
be found with his family in Chapel and the 
Sunday School Anniversary held at the Chapel 
each year also afforded him a great deal of 
enjoyment.189For many years, he suffered 
from rheumatism but continued to work 
despite his pain, making occasional visits to 
Droitwich Spa Brine Baths for treatments to 
try to alleviate his condition.190  

 

Droitwich Spa, about six miles from 
Worcester in the Salwarpe River Valley, was 
an old salt manufacturing town known to the 
Romans as Salinae [“Salt Works”]. A huge river 
of brine ten times more concentrated than 
normal seawater, runs about 200 feet below 
the town. It is the strongest natural salt 
water known and contains 30% of natural salts. 
This river is tapped through shafts sunk in the 
earth, and then the saline is pumped to the 
surface. Initially it was an important source of 
salt but in 1832 during a cholera epidemic sick 
people were advised to bathe in the hot brine 
with miraculous results and the benefits of 
bathing in brine were discovered. It was said 
to be wonderfully effective in treating 
rheumatism, sciatica, lumbago and similar 
conditions. As the salt industry in the town 
declined enterprising individuals built the 
Royal public brine baths in 1836 and by 1888 a 
second public baths – St. Andrews – was 
built.191 It would have been in one of these 
baths that John Henry would have travelled to 
try to ease his aches and pains. 
 

The “Peoples Friend” magazine wrote about 
the brine baths  
 
“To the ordinary healthy individual it is the 
uncommon flotation effects, due to the high 
density of the brine, which are most 
interesting. The water is buoyant, and it might 
be supposed that to swim therein would be an 
easy matter. But an attempt to swim on the 
breast results in the head going underneath, 
while the feet presumably remain above the 
surface of the water. Equilibrium is only 
regained by heroic efforts, and a terrible 
smarting of the eyes follows. On the other 
hand one can float quite comfortably on the 
back with the whole of the head out of the 
water, without any danger whatever of 
sinking.”192 
 

John Henry finally gave up work in 
1917 spending the next 12 years in retirement 
until his death at the age of 77 on April 29th 

1929 following a Cerebral Haemorrhage.193 
Daughter Alice Hall was present at his death 
and notified the authorities. Mary Jane lived 
for another 14 years and both were buried in 
the cemetery at St. James Church, Ogley 
Hay.194 
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