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Local 
Headmaster 

retires 
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ON PAGE2 

MR. JOHN CROSS 

Post Office Telethon effort 
Following a joint Royal Mail 

Challenge w ith Cannock, in the 
form of taking a party of hand
icapped children to Blackpool, 
members of the Brownhills 
Postal Delivery Staff, namely Jill 
Cronin, Sandra Murcott and Tim 
Kelly, were bitten by the bug of 
doing good deeds. They obvi
ously discovered that raising 
money for charity was not all 
doom and gloom but there was 
fun in it too. So they set about 
working towards raising money 
for the Telethon. Their efforts 
produced £300 between them 
and they should be com
pl imented for their courage. 

Obviously, they had to con
sider the dignity of their work 
and could not do anyth ing com
pletely outrageous (even 
though one of the cheeky gi rls 
did charge a pound a time for a 
twang of a garter.) It was all 
taken in good part and they were 
very well supported by the 
people on their deliv ery rounds 
who were waiting for them with 
cameras, video and MONEY, 
thus a good time was had by al I. 

As you can see from the pic
ture they dressed for the part. 
Tim was too shy to join the girls 
in this picture- no doubt we shall 
catch up with him eventuallly. 
They boasted they went the 
whole hog for charity they even 
bought their" gear" from charity 
shops - Barnardos and Cancer 
Research. 

Mr. Bill Robb, Delivery Office 
Manager, is very proud of them 
and will be encouraging them to 
continue with their "respecta
ble" fund raising for a long time 
to come. Well done and con
gratulations. 

Three members of staff from Brownhills Postal Delivery Staff 
made a collection for Telethon '92 around the Delivery Area and 
raised over £300. Those that took part were Jill Cronin, Sandra 
Murcott and Tim Kelly. The two girls are pictured above but Tim 
was to shy to have his photo taken. 

- WHERE ACCIDENTS UN-HAPPEN 
What do you do when your bonnet gets dented, or your wing gets crunched? 

Wouldn't it be magic if someone would take the problem off your hands? 
CALL DAYPAUL ·THE MOST PROFESSIONAL ACCIDENT REPAIR SERVICE AROUND. 

JIGGED ACCIDENT REPAIRS I INSURANCE WORK t PRECISION 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT t FREE ESTIMATES 
When misfortune strikes call 

DA YPAUL ~~1'21sHERS PHONE 0543-376588 
UNIT F, CHASE ROAD, BROWN HILLS 
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Local Headmaster retires 

Mr. John Cross retired on the 
22nd July after 17 years as Head
teacher at Walsall Wood Prim
ary School. 

Mr. Cross has been teaching 
in Walsall for 33 y ears. He began 
his career at the Butts School in 
June 1959. He then moved on to 
Hatherton Lane Primary School 
in 1965 and became deputy 
head teacher of that school in 
1969. His first headship was at 
Albion Road Primary School 
where he stayed from 1970 to 
1975 before taking up his pre
sent headship at Walsall Wood 
Primary School in 1975. 

Mr. Cross is looking forward 
to his retirement, and although 
he is sorry to leave his col
leagues and the children, he 
hopes to be able to enjoy his 
increased leisure time. He plans 
to spend more t ime gardening 
and visiting France. 

Surprise 
party 

A surprise party was arranged 
for Mr. Cross when co eagues 
from past and present gave ~ "'l 
a glorious send off. He was 
accompanied by h is wife and 
family and presented with a set 
of garden furniture. It was quite 
an emotional occasion and the 
cutting of the cake was a h igh
light. 

Mr. Cross has three daughters 
Joanne, Sarah and Helen, they 
all went to Shire Oak and were 
keen members of the Orchestra. 
Mr. Cross is very proud of the 
fact that two are teachers and 
the third is about to become a 
teacher. Something to be said 
for the influence of a good 
father. 

We wish Mr. & Mrs. Cross a 
long and happy reti rement. 

Beefin' up 
Walsall Police 

Ronald Macdonald has joined 
'o~s with Walsall police in a 
l"e'w' .,-tiative to help prevent 
eh dre.,s· accidents on the 
roads. 

n a b'd to encourage cycle 
safe!)' offcers from Willenhall, 
Aldr;dge and Walsall will hand 
out Macdona ds vouchers to any 
youngsters seer> w earing a 
safety helmet w!i'lst r'ding their 
bikes. 

The voucher will earn them a 
free bag of trench fries from the 
Park Street burger bar. 

"We hope more children will 
wear helmets and protect them
selves whilst on their bikes," 
said father-of-three, Community 
Services Inspector Jim Wilson. 

Thew!~g9per 
f Wall, Nr. Lichfield f 

ANS JELLS Listed in CAM RA Good Beer Guide ANS JELLS 
- TRADITIONAL HOME COOKED FOOD. DAILY 

Steak 'n' Kidney Pie. Lasagne. 
Chi ll i etc. 

BIG STEAK SPECIALS 
Peppered Stea ks. Rumps. T-Bones. 

Sirloins. Fillets 

CHILDRENS MEALS AVAILABLE DAILY 

SUNDAY LUNCH ROASTS 
Duck, Pork, Beef, Lamb, Chicken 

PLEASE BOOK TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT-TEL: 0543 480413 
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''Will Ye Come'' Fayr~ 

The members of the 
Methodist Church continued 
their Silver Jubilee Celebrations 
this time with a fund raising 
effort. The 'Wi ll ye Come' Fayre 
was extremely well supported. 
The day proved to be very wet 
and stormy, but the fayre took 
place inside the church pre
mises and was visited by a large 
crowd of people. 

The stalls were beautifully 
decorated with fantastic home 
made goods, with groceries and 

~ 

STACKS of ideas for presents. 
The side shows also generated 
great interest with their various 
competitions. Luncheons were 
well catered for by the ladies, 
with a splendid choice of menu. 

Our openers were two well 
known persons, Mr. and Mrs. 
Deryck Langford, who both 
graced the proceedings. 
Bouquets were presented by 
Miss Elizabeth Hassall. 

A highly successful day in all 
directions. Over £1300 was 

D. J. WILKINS 
& Co. 

INCORPORATED FINANCIAL 
ACCOUNTANTS 

Complete accountancy service 
From book-keeping, wages and VAT returns to 

completed annual accounts. 
(Secretarial service available) 

Competitive Rates-

R i ng (0543) 676707 

FLORENCE MAY - PRITCHARDS 
- 20 August 1991, One year 
today. Time slips by but 
memories stay, Quietly remem
bered every day. God Bless. 
Doreen, Eric, Joan and Grand
children. 

STUBBS - WILLIAM - One year 
5th August. Deep are the 
memories special they stay, No 
passing of time can take them 
away, A daily thought, A silent 
tear, A constant wish that you 
were here, Love and miss you, 
Loving wife Edie xxx. 

DAVE MURCOTT 
GENERAL PROPERTY REPAIRS 

FREE EST/MA TES 

Ferndale, 8 Deakin Avenue. Brownhills. 
West Midlands WSB 70A 

Telephone: Brownhills (0543) 361224 

~ Wedding Flowers~ 
~ Bridal Bouquets ~ 

Bridesmaid's Floral Accessories 
Corsages, Buttonholes, etc. 

- styled in Fresh or Silk Flowers 
Please telephone Diane, Walsall 28870 

for a home visit with samples 

SA VE POUNDS GOOD SELECTION OF 
CARPETS FROM £10 
WE ALSO DELIVER 

APEX CAR BOOT SALE 
INDOOR 

EVERY SUNDAY TILL 2 p.m. 
at APEX ROAD, BROWNHILLS 

OPEN: 
Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday, Saturday 
10 a.m. -5 p.m. 

PLENTY OF PARKING 
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Brownhills Archives 

Move your 
J.B. rubbish with 

On strike (1 920's?) 
~----------------------i \\IN I one of our 

~l"ll' ~ Mini Skips 

This month's photo is ser:• ;o 
us by Mrs. L Dunn of Pelsa 
Road, and, at a guess could ha<1e 
been taken in the 20's. 

'brus..'"- be"ng d"splayed by the 
ma - :iex:: to '·'•- Poxon? 

"'"h s s an •neresting photo 

~' ~ ~' when cleaning your 
Garage · Decorating · Garden Shed 

Building Job· Gardening ·Moving House 

Tel: Brownhills 370575 

I believe the man behind the 
STRIKE board is Mr. Mick Poxon 
and the lady seated far right is 
his sister Winifred, while the 
location looks amazingly like the 
side of Clayhanger chapel. What 
the buckets and brooms are for, 
I have no idea, and is that a paint 

rn s..~. "" ;..~ a good story 
beh"no t anc ,\e would be 
delighted -. someone could fil l 
us in with mOf"e details or 
memories. 
Write to Baker Bond Ltd, P.O. 
Box 1, 183, High Street, Brown
hills, WS8 6HW o r Png Lorraine 
on 373508. 

THE SIGN OF GOOD FOOD! 
Alma's Pantry for the best in Home Cooking 

LUNCHTIME 
Cottage Pies, Steak and Kidney, 

Chicken and Mushroom, Lasagne, 
Chill i Con Carne or Beef Strogonoff 

Freshly Cooked Daily 
THE BIG STEAK NIGHTS 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
Night Steak Specials 

Peppered, Rumps, T-Bones, 
Sirloins, Fillets 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 
Roast Beef, Pork, Chicken or Duck 

Children welcome 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL· 5.30 p.m. · 8 p.m. 
Why not enjoy an early evening 

family dinner SOUP, PLUS 
TRADITIONAL ROAST - ONLY £3.95 

AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Royal Oak Pub and Restaurant 
YORK BRIDGE, PELSALL TEL: 0922 691811 



: -. . . . . 

GAZETTEPOSTBAG 4&~ a ... ~ 
-~ -:=: 

Seats needed 
Dear Gazette, 

I wonder why the Brownhills 
Neighbourhood Cash office do 
not provide seats? For old age 
people who like myself, have dif
ficulty standing waiting in the 
queue. To pay rent and poll tax 
there is only one cashier to serve 
us, it is terrible. They will not 
employ any collectors, which 
ever day you go there is always 
waiting. 

Will the Council please have a 
little thought for us we are serv
ing them. 

Brownhills 0 .A.P. 

Carnival 
Dear Ma'am, 

I write in reference to the 
Brownhills Carnival. You are 
well aware of my thoughts on 
this matter, they are as follows -
I feel the Carnival has been taken 
out of the ordinary peoples 
hands, and hijacked by bodies 
purporting to come from Brown
hills. A point in question are the 
judges in the photograph in 
J uly's magazine. I recognise 
Gary Read and yourself, but 
really would you have been 
there if you had not been 
associated with the Gazette, fo r 
a happy event you looked as sol
emn as j udges at the Old Bailey, 
(hands up anybody who recog
nise all the judges). 

It was p leasing to see an 
improvement in the carnival, a 
glorious afternoon, well sup
ported, the High Street was 
packed, and everybody enj oyed 
the procession. 

What really shook me was the 
estimated profit of £1,000. It is 
odious to make comparisons, 
but in this case I must make an 
except ion. I quote from first car
nival, 1934, financia climate 

similar then as now, not much 
money about, 1934 takings, pro
fit £160.00, £55.12.6 on gate, 
£29.16.6 in collection boxes. 

Out of the £160.00, half went 
to Nursing Assn. and half to pay 
towards reduction of Memorial 
Hall debt. The carnival clashed 
with Norton Canes, but 5,000 
people attended. 

Before you think this a rambl
ing of an old man, I ask you to 
look at the comparison between 
1934 and 1992 in money value. It 
is very difficult to compare 
wages, but I would be genorous 
if I said values have risen 150 
times, that being the case £760 
in 1934 should now equal 
£24,000. 

I ask the question what went 
wrong? 

Glyn Holloway 

Success 
Dear Lorraine, 

Thank you for recognizing my 
help in this years carnival pro
cession. I was convinced all 
along that the Gazette was well 
read enough to publicise the 
event, and that the Community 
spir i t was strong enough to 
respond. 

I am also glad that you took 
the opportunity to "blow the 
Gazettes own trumpet. " I realise 
I should have done this a bit 
more. Councillors soon claim 
credit for any success they 
achieve, no matter how small, 
but then, they need votes. 

We had failures, but how 
about these achievements, 
Silver Court, and the High Street 
footpaths campaign resulted in 
a total success (several issues). 

The Glue Sni ffers den was 
demolished (Issue No. 6), 
Tesco's have now agreed to 
resurface canalside walkway 
(Issue No 18), A ldi were not 
allowed to restrict parking for 

Big savings on small screens 
LOWEST PRICES 

COLOUR TV'S 
' FROM AS UTILE AS 

£35_~ J 

ON TV's & VIDEOS 
COO dafl r»gllts. Wha1 better way to spend them 
~?· NZ:tlling yourfavourite TV shows or 

Yma Arns.Al ouroriceyou can afford to buy a 
~.and • >dee 'oryounef andyo_urkids 

Colour TV's - from as little£25 -£249 
Videos from £59 - £299 

Special Offer· Remote Control Video's from onlyf89 

Video Rim Hire· 
3T apes only £2 for 

2nights 
Cartoons · 3 for only £1 

for 2 nights 

["':.._~Electronics -
22-24 High Street, 

Brown hills 
Tel: 0543-376689 

the duration of the building 
(Issue No 19), Litter cleared from 
Howdles Lane (Issue No 22). 

Clayhanger Lane weeds tack
led immediately we announced 
to WMBC Press Office that we 
intended to print (Issue No 24). 
Action taken, and rules clarified 
on Senior Citizens Car Park 
(Issue No 28).. Some Catshill 
Road tenants (not all) have 
received attention to window 
frames (Issue No 29), and finally 
despite no response, it is surely 
evident to any local residents 
that additional police have been 
patrolling since our March Issue 
was delivered. 

Getting back to the Carnival. It 
was a tribute to all who took 
part, and the Round Table who 

organised it. It shows the results 
that can be achieved by working 
together, discussing and debat
ing sensibly, while respecting 
the views and opinions of 
others. 

It's a pity that bile spouting, 
bickering and squabbling coun
ci llors and politicians, don't take 
a leaf out of their book, and get 
the same results. 

In an earlier edition I prom ised 
to acknowledge all companies 
who loaned vehicles etc., for the 
event, but so far I am await ing a 
list from the organisers, so 
watch this space. 

Yours Still Around 

Brian Stringer 

The Royal British Legion 

Poppy Appeal 

The Brownhills Branch of t he Royal British Leg ion 
are in need of Poppy Collectors. 
Mainly for house to house, from Shire Oak to 
Brownhills West. 
If you are eighteen or over and have a few hours to 
spare, between 26th October - 7th November, 
please give me a call on Brownhills 371292. 
I would be so grateful 

Poppy Day Organiser 
Brown hills 

OSTEOPATH 
JOHN WESTON D.O. (Hons.) M.B.E.O.A. 

at 1 Old Town Lane 
Pelsall 

Tel: PELSALL 685278 

Osteopathy can help:-

Back pain, lumbago, sciatica. trapped nerves, neck pain. 
frozen shoulder, tennis elbow, arm pain , knee problems , 

arthritis and most musculo - skeletal problems. 

Clinic hours: - 10.00 a.m. until 8.00 p.m. and 
Saturday morn ings. 

Registered with the British and European Osteopathi.: 
Association and the Guild of Oste~paths. 
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At the July Meeting of Brow
nhill~ Central Townswomens 
Guila, two members gave their 
reports on the National Confer
ence Meeting held at The Albert 
Hall in London at the end of 
June. Mrs. Muriel Read attended 
as delegate and Mrs. Iris Poxon 
as observer. 

Brownhills Central 
Townswomens Guild 

upon to perform duties which 
were once the province of male 
officers. Miss Britten wondered 
if this was one aspect of sexual 
equality which might be open to 
question as, in her view, men 
and women each had separate 
though equally important roles 
to play, both in the Police Force 
and in the community. Three main motions were 

debated, these being for more 
Government funding for 
research into diagnostic tests for 
breast cancer, equal rights for 
part-time workers with full -time 
workers, and the removal of VAT 
on childrens' car seats. 

Mrs. Read said there was a full 
and very lively debate on each of 
the motions and some excellent 
speeches, both for and against, 
but, after the vote had been 
taken, all three motions were 
carried and representations 
would be made to H M Govern
ment recommending that action 
be taken on each ofthese issues. 

During the afternoon Mrs. 
Jean Hunt, National Chairman 
of the Townswomens Guilds 
said that this would be the third 
and final time that she would 
address the Conference as 
Chairman. She commented that 
much had been accomplished 
during recent years and during 
the final decade of this century. 
TG would be preparing to forge 
ahead into the future. 

Mrs. Hunt drew specia l atten
tion to the national survey which 
is to be conducted by Guild 
Members in respect of childrens 

playgrounds and emphasised 
the need to maintain higher 
safety standards in this area. 
She then went on to praise the 
efforts of individual Guilds in the 
highly successful Rooting for 
the Future Campaign.which has 
raised £195,000 nationally for 
the planting of new woodlands 
in different areas of the country. 
To date four woodlands have 
already been planted. 

At the conclusion of her 
speech, Mrs. Hunt handed over 
her chain of office to new 
National Chairman Mrs. Margu
erite Michell, and wished her 
every success in her new office. 

Continuing her report, Mrs. 
Read went on to say that there 
were some excellent and amus
ing speakers at the Conference, 
among them being Baroness 
Sears, Lady Barbarolli and 
newly elected M P Giles Bran
dreth. 

Sadly this is the last year in 
which the National Conference 
will be held at The Albert Hall. 
The venue for next year w ill be 
The Winter Gardens at 
Blackpool. 

Mrs. Margaret Lee, Guild 
Chairman, thanked the delegate 
and observer for their reports 
and concluded the Guild Meet
ing. 

STATION 

12 and 16 Seater Mini Buses, 

AIRPORTS · BLACKPOOL LIGHTS 
DAYS OUT· NIGHT CLUBS 

SHORT AND LONG DISTANCES 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

WHY DELAY PHONE TODAY 

ON 0543 372191 
MOBILE 0831 535775 

OR CALL AT 
209WATLING STREET, BROWNHILLS, WALSALL 

WEST MIDLANDS WS8 7JU 

PERSONAL SERVICE GUARANTEED 

On Thursday, 9th July, Mem
bers of Brownhills Central T.G. 
celebrated the 45th Anniversary 
of the formation of their Guild 
with a special Birthday Party, 
held at 'The Nag's Head' 
Burntwood. Mrs. Margaret Lee, 
Guild Chairman, presided over 
the festivities and extended a 
cordial welcome to Members 
and their guests. 

Mrs. Lee went on to say that 
she was especially p leased to 
welcome ladies from other local 
Guilds, i.e., Gt. Wyrley, Gt. Barr, 
who had accepted the invitation 
to come along and share the 
occasion with us. 

After the meal, President M ss 
Vi Cliff gave the toast to the 
Guild and read out an exce en; 
poem which had been speoa 
written by a Guild Member -
celebration of Bro.., 
Guild's 21st A rin·"ersary 
retrospect the poem" g- g-·:c 
the many changes .-.-:a: -:. ;: 
taken p lace over ~e ::>ast ~-
four years, bu<. ces::re 
changing patte..,... o• .;e Qtl;:• 
last two decaaes ;.~e -~~ 

mens' Gu· d as a- oq;:~ 
has stood the res;: a" oe a 
likely to con~ '1ue ~ .x so -
future. 

,• SS \'1 0 u a'"'-C 
,•rs G e"" ara.::.=c 

Gu:k 3 --~ :C.: 
been soeci:. 

vereo a • e"t efT<er.:a ,... ng a~e' 
dinner speech. n \•. " cll st::e 
compared the role of tile pre
sent-day WPC with her counter
part in the late 1950's. In those 
far off days the duties of a WPC 
w ere limited to dealing with 
offences involving women and 
children, shoplifting etc., but, 
since the introduction of the Sex 
Discrimination Act women 
police officers are now called 

Miss Britten concluded her 
speech by thanking the Commit
tee and Members for inviting her 
to attend the Birthday Celebra 
tions and extended her best 
wishes for the future success of 
the Guild. 

Mr. Peter Biggs provided the 
musical entertainment, with a 
medley of songs played on the 
piano .vhich set the seal of a 
•e"' p easant and enjoyable 
e .. er·ng. 

DIARY NOTE: 
O- nursday 22nd October, 

•992 i3rownhills T.G. will be 
:veserr ng a Fashion Show in 
associaton with Tres Bon of 
.:. ic~oge. at The Champagne 
S .... ;,;; Baron's Court Hotel, Wal
sa .lood. Mrs. Bridget 
5--oo.ces, Arts & Crafts Secret
,,_ s responsible for organis
-~ :."'-S event, the proceeds of 

- 'C.- are in aid of Rainbow 
- o._se Children's Hospice. Tic-
e-.s cost £4.00 each. Anyone 
--erested please ring Brow-

- - is 375605 for more details. 
- ::lo:els are in great demand and 

-s 3 rookes would like to thank 
-: ~a.,agement of Tres Bon 
;-.: --e Baron's Court for their 
:.~ao e nelp and assistance in 

_ -;2- s ng this very prestigious 
---on 

- -e-e will not be a Meeting 
__ ..... -g 11.ugust, as Members will 
!::'!: e-iO , ·rig a fish and chip sup
==- "o lol.ved by music and 
:..a:-o.:-.g at The Little Fawn 
=es:au:-ar'. at Millford. 
--= ex& ' .1eeting will be held 

o- • -ea ·.!<!'I September, at 
- .30 ?_, at 7l-ie \•emorial hall, 
8rov ...... h s "'"en the Speaker 
y,,"11 be Vr Se .vyr> Jordan, w ho 
will be speak ng on the subject 
of canals. As usual. al you ladies 
out there are most welcome to 
attend. 

Stella M. Hodgkiss 
Press Officer 

WHO'S GOT THE POWER? 
W~HAVE 

FAST, EFFICIENT 
REPAIR SERVICE 

When your Power Tool fails bring it 
to us. Repaired, or serviced in no time 
Power Tools for all those Garden and 
Home Maintenance jobs. Mowers, 

Strimmers, Drills, Wallpaper 
Strippers etc. 

• 
. 

. 
TEL: 

(0543) 
372036 

60, SHANNON DRIVE, WILKIN ESTATE, BROWNHILLS,WEST MIDLANDS 
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Clayhanger Community 
----Association--.... 

Rented Property Repairs 

Your Rights 
Clayhanger 

Community Centre 
goes Green!!! 

In the past Clayhanger Com
munity Centre has looked some
what drab, so the children who 
use the centre, (with a little help 
from the adults) decided to do 
their bit to brighten the place up 
and also become more "En
vironmentally friendly". 

On Friday 3rd July, armed 
with spades, hose pipes, garden 
forks and forty conifers which 
were purchased at a reasonable 
price from "Willowvale Garden 
Centre" the intrepid band set 
<ibout digging holes, watering 
and planting the trees. Each 
child has a name tag which they 
attached to their tree and hope
fully they can look after their 
own individual conifer and 
watch them grow. 

The evening was rounded off 
with the children having hot
dogs cooked fo r them by some 
of the committee members. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Mrs. Sharon Trow 
Community Worker 

Summer Playscheme 

Clayhanger Community 
Centre will be holding its Sum
mer Playscheme at the Centre in 
Church Street, commencing 
August 17th till September 2nd. 
12 p.m. till 4 p .m . daily, (exclud
ing Bank Holiday Monday) 
Admission is 50p per child. 
There will be a wide range of 
act1v1t1es including "Animal 
Man", Swimming, Inflatable, 
Outdoor Pursuits with the 
Ranger, trips etc. 

For further details ring Brow
nhills 374642 or come along on 
the day. (Please send children in 
comfortable old clothes). 

Autumn Fete 

A fete will be held on Sunday 
Sept. 6th on Clayhanger Playing 
Fields, this event will be opened 
by the Mayor of Walsall at 2 p.m. 

Events for the afternoon wi ll 
include an Aircraft Model Dis
play, Dog show, Dancing 
Demonstration, Table top sale, 
Raffle, Tombola, bouncing cas
tle, etc. 

Programmes will be available 
from the Community Centre or 
individual Committee Members 
at a charge of 30p, a lte rnative to 
th is you can pay at the gate. 

Getting those much needed 
repairs completed, let alone 
started by your landlord or 
council, can be a difficult task 
especially in the Brown hills dis
trict. Unknown to many the ten
ant has rights which enable him/ 
her to have worked completed 
either by private contractors or 
themselves at the councils 
expense. 

"The Right to Repair Scheme" 
applies to repairs that will cost 
over £20 but no more than £200. 
Basically thetenant has the right 
to carry out repairs atthe council 
or landlords expense, after the 
correct procedure of application 
has been carried out. Believe it 
or not, the fact is that the proce
dure for application is reasona
bly simple, not beyond the reach 
of the unclerical. 

If you w ould like to know more 
about this scheme, contact your 
local Citizens Advice Bureau or 
The Department of the Environ
ment. You may not be surprised 
to learn that this form is not 
readily available in your local 
Neighbourhood Office. 

Rem ember YOU the tenant 

YOU are entitled to a reasonable 
standard of liv ing in and out of 
your home. 

either council or p riv ate have a Mark Greveson 
rig ht to a repa ired p rooertv . Advisor 

Lot's more 
Vrooom! 

Getting the most from your car in 
power and performance can be an 
exhilarating experience. Always 
driving within the law of course. If 
you want to listen to the purr of a 
well tuned engine when you're 
driving bring your car to us. 

ALL YOU EXPECT FROM SKILLED, FIRST CLASS MECHANICS 

8 YOURLOCA L 
GAS 

STOCKISTS 

Our Comprehensive Servicing Facilities include: Engine 
Tuning· Mechanical Repairs Welding- Brakes - Clutches etc. 
Full H ydrolastic Service - Local Vehicle collection and 
delivery service when you have your car serviced 

NOW AVAILABLE 

Petrol forecourt 
is attended service 

Open 
8.00 a.m.·8 p.m. weekdays 
8.00 a.m. ·8 p.m. weekends 

Anchor Garage Ltd 
42 LINDON ROAD, BROWNHILLS 

Phone(0543) 373154 
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' Scouting in Brownhills ~ 
~ and Walsall Wood ~ 
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The weekend of 18/19 July 
1992 will be remembered by 
many as the weekend of the 
Telethon Appeal. Television vie
wers cannot fail to have missed 
the contribution by Venture 
Scouts and Leaders who were 
seen to be working in the 
background of the television 
studios as presenters gave up to 
date information on the results 
of the appeal. 

How many readers of the 
Gazette have been a member of 
the Scout Movement? Perhaps 
as a member of one of the local 
Groups or a local district or even 
another part of the country. Are 
there any readers who can iden
tify with the archive picture thi s 
month? 

The two local Scout Groups, 
2nd Brownhills who meet in 
their own Headquarters in Bar
netts Lane, Brownhills and 1 st 
Walsall Wood who meet at The 
Hall in Brook Lane, Walsa ll 
Wood, provide activities for: 

Beaver Scouts (aged 6 and 7 
years) at Walsall Wood only 
Cub Scouts (aged 8 to 101/2 
years) at both Groups 

Scouts (aged 10112 to 151/2 
years ) at both Groups 
Venture Scouts (aged 15112 to 20 
years at Brown hills only. 

A wide range of activities are 
provided according to the age, 
ability and interests of the indi
vidual boys and girls. Yes, girls 
can now be members of all sec
tions, providing the individual 
Group has made a decision to 
accept girls. 

Sea Scouts, who as their 
name obviously suggest follow 
a training programme of predo
minantly water activities, have 
chosen Chasewater for this 
year's National Sailing Regatta . 
On the weekend of 19 and 20 
September, Sea Scouts will 
travel from all over the country 
to Brownhills to take part in 
water activities. 

1992 is an important year for 
the Movement. Scouts are tak
ing part in a series of exciting 
fundraising events for the Prom
ise Appeal. Scouts ra ising 
money for the Promise Appeal 
will be implementing thei r Scout 
promise by helping o thers to 
become Scou ts as well as build-

WEST MIDLANDS CO-OPERATIVE 

Funeral Services 

WEST MIDLANDS m 

A 24 hour personal 
service for the 

arrangement of 
funerals (in the 
privacy of your 

own home if 
required). 

9 High Street, 
Brown hills 

Tel: 
0543 452896 

ALSO AT: 
26 Tamworth Street. Lichf1eld 
Hatherton Street, Walsal l 
49 Pa~oad, Cannock 

Tel : 0543 416660 
Tel: 0922 21808 

Tel: 0543 572644 

People who care 

ing security for thei r own 
Groups. 

In the last two years Tesco 
Stores nationally have given tre
mendous support to the Prom
ise Appeal, giving thei r permis
sion for collections to take place 
in the stores all over the country. 

Remember: 

Scouting g ives young people 
fun, confidence, useful skills and 
a sense of purpose. 

Please support local Scouting 
and The Scout Association's 
Promise Appeal which aims t o: 

expand the Scout Movement in 
disadvantaged areas, 

develop the training of Adult 
Leaders 

Local Leaders will be collecting 
in Brownhills again on Friday, 18 
and Saturday 19 September 
1992. They will look fo rward to 
meeting people who w ish to 
make contributions or perhaps 
just to find out more about 
Scouting in the locality. 

SCOUT APPEAL 

For further information please contact: 

M r Geoff Smith 
19 Knavescastle Avem:e, Brow nhills. 
Telephone: Brownhills 376041 

Cast your hook in our direction 
Andy's 

Fishing Tackle 
Now open at 
35 HIGH STREET 
WALSALL WOOD 

Phone:0543-452955 
Course Fishing Specialists 

Call in for all your 
Fishing Requirements 

Tackle, Bait, Licences etc. 

IF IT'S GLASS 
AND GLAZING 

WE DO IT! 
Trade and Retail supplied 
Decorative Glass, Mirrors, 
Sealed Units, Safety Glass 

Whatever your need 
If it's Glass call us 

KINGDOM GLASS 
PROCESSING LTD 
UNIT 2, CHASE ROAD, BROWN HILLS 

PHONE: 0543 - 452619 & 370193 
FAX: 0543 - 373555 



Scout 
Archives 
Pictured above:- Some of 
the guests who attended 
Brownhills Scout Group's 
50th Anniversary 
celebrations, September 
1964. 

Pictured right:- A visit to 
Castle ~ing en route to a Cub 
Day at Beaudesert, May 
1963 

Photographs contributed by 
Mrs Mary Mayo 

(District Secretary) 

~,'!,~!'!Si l?EYlllYTH~ 
Walsall's ONLY appointed Service Agent, 

for all these top brands: 
BRAUN · PHILIPS· REMINGTON · WAHL· GLEN· CONSORT 

MORPHY RICHARDS · DELONGHI · KRUPS · MAGIMIX 
All in or out of guarantee and non guarantee repairs undertaken 

Extensive Sales Department for Radios, TVs, Videos WE SPECIALISE IN DOMESTIC AND 
and a w ide range of Domestic Appliances INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 

T.R. SWAIN (Electrical) Ltd 14 Norton Road, Pelsall, Walsall, West .Midlands. WS3 48A 
Tel: 0922 682447/691601·Fax:0922 693941 
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IN THE GARDEN •••••• 

..... ~- -; ::r ~ : gairoens open 
t:: ..c=r ·-..e \.a;,ona1 Garden 
Scne:"lees. It 1s always a good 
oea to try to find garden areas 
on a similar size and scale to 
your own and make compari
sons in various plant perfor
mances under the various con
ditions such as shade, dry, 
windy, wet, sunny and sheltered 
positions and also soil types for 
acid loving subjects as in 
Rhododendrons, Azealas, 
Heathers, Cameliws etc .. With
out realizing probably straight 
away you will be getting a "feel" 
of some of your own delights 
and disappointments back at 
home. 

We gardeners obviously have 
a tendency to notice and enjoy 
all sorts of plants and p lantings 
and the various colour contrasts 
used by the private gardener 
and loca l authorities alikes. Be 
on the look ou t for new and d"ffe
rent subjects on your days out 

TO ADVERTISE 
INTHE 

GAZE'TTE" 
g 021 789 6768 

August 
• cas-·;;to -awe OtJrnote 

ror entering any
,. or pa-ucular interest to 

::ru~ f. (incidentally) if you 
nave difficulty in identifying a 
plant be " Nosey" ask! Thats one 
th ing about our gardening 
fraternity we are always eager to 
discuss and enjoy each others 
interests in the plant world. But 
beware of the friendly "Barrack 
Room Barrister" as it is alw<Jys 
wise to have second opinions or 
better sti 11 consu It your garden
ing text book for more important 
issues. So remember this years 
observations are your next 
years realities. 

Bedding Plant Borders -
Tubs and Troughs 

- Should all be looking at their 
best now and with continued 
feeding and the removal of dead 
flower heads should give pro
longed performances with all 
your favourites. Weeding as 
a•ways is still a problem this 
month, but weeds not only look 
unsightly they rob plants of 
light, moisture and nutrition and 
any good gardenere religiously 
always keep them at bay. 

Th is month is perfect for "tak
ing cuttings" of many varieties 
especially fuchsias and 
geraniums. I have myself had 
marvellous results by simply 
inserting "cutt ings" (which 
need to be took from seiecteci 
plants only as they will be identi
cal to the parent inheriting good 
as well as bad features) in th e 
open border around the parent 

plants. By using a hormone root
ing medium you will find with 
soil temperature ideal and par
tial shade from the established 
border your "new crop" w il l be 
well rooted probably by the end 
of next month and ready for pot
ting on for future use. 

The Vegetable Plot 

- Is a rewarding area at the 
moment with many crops being 
harvested for the kitchen. Do t ry 
and make use of any redundant 
ground by sowing seed such as 
lettuce (Little Gem or all year 
round), Spring Cabbage 
(Durham Early or Spring Hero), 
late and winter radish such as 
"China Rosen and of course 
over-wintering onions, try the 
Japanese "Buffalo Hybrid" or 
" Senshyo Yellow" and spring 
onions "White Lisbon". 

It is well worth a little of your 
time studying seed selections in 
your local garden centre this 
month whilst bearing in mind 
vegetable prices in the High 
Street during the winter months. 
During sunny spell s cut and dry 
off any herbs, as wet and damp 
material is doomed long term. 
Sage - Thyme - Lavender , all 
essential for "the lady of the 
house". Add to your herb collec
t ion by planting different var
ieties now w hile selections are 
availab le. Ripening onions and 
shallots benefit from a gentle lift 
with the border fork just enough 
to disturb most of the roots and 
so finishi ng the ripening process 
for a couple of weeks ensuring 

Now fully 
re-open after 

partial refurbishment 
''t ~t ®lbt Uilkin Jnn 

~~/,-===-\ & l\tstaurant ::-: : .. 
l~ ~~ Hednesford Road, Brownhills ~ 

~ ~-~ WE'LL GET YOUR TASTE BUDS TINGLING * REDUCTIONS 
FOR CHILDREN * FREE BOTTLE 
OF WINE PER TABLE 
OF4 PERSONS 

60 seat A'La Carte Traditional Restaurant - Also available for 
Weddings, Parties and other functions. Or w hy not relax in the 

comfortable surroundings of our Tudor Bar. 

FOR EVENING DINERS ONLY 

Treat yourself to our popular Sunday Lunch. 4 courses - £7.50 
NEW Mid Week Family Roast. Every Wednesday Evening 

from 6 p.m. commencing 10th June - Following similar lines to 
our Sunday Roast - Main Course £4. 75 

eTake-A -Way Sunday Lunch £3.50 DURING JUNE AND JULY 

* Sunday M ercury Good Food 
Guide Recommended 

EXTENSIVE BAR MEAL MENU Lunchtimes and Evenings 
Our comprehensive Restaurant Menu includes a Gourmet selection, 

in addition to our A'La Carte and Table D'Hote Menus 

For Bookings Phone: 0543-371193 

the bu lbs store well after har
vest. 

House Plants can be of con
cern to families going on holiday 
unless your friendl y neighbours 
are on hand to help out. A simple 
and affective method of ensur
ing your plants get enough 
water during your absence is to 
place a sheet of capillary mat
ting or an old bath towel on your 
draining board on which to 
stand the plants making sure 
plenty of the end of the towel is 
immersed in a bowl of at least 
4 " -5" of water the capillary 
act ion of the towel continually 
drawing water from the bowl to 
t he base and perforations of the 
pot will give the compost mois
ture for a surprisingly long 
period. 

The Garden Pool is where 
many a happy hour can be sp ent 
in summer with many people 
extendin g or making alterations 
to water features which can be 
extremely interesting and excit
ing by improving the fishes 
"new home". Fish keeping is a 
very skil ful and rewarding 
hobby if run along certain 
guidelines. Always meet fish 
needs, not so much what you 
want, it is a matter of "What 
does the fish need", as in - depth 
of water - filtration - w ater qual
ity - food - happiness - content
ment? (That reminds me I 
haven't had any holiday yet') 
Now where was I? Oh yes - with 
your fish home. Try and dupli
cate nature and its provisions fo r 
waterlife and you w il l be well on 
the way to success, always ask 
for professional help from your 
garden and aquatic centre. 
There are many useful leaflets 
available mostly free of charge 
and qualified staff on hand to 
help where possible. Th e ever 
popular "Koi Carp" are always a 
topic of conversation and well 
worth "going for" but 
remember get it right "first 
time". 

Now I wondered where that 
holiday brochure had gone, oh 
yes, it's under this writing pad. 

Happy gardening fo lks. See 
you all next month. 

Roy Aston 
Willow-Vale Garden Centre 
Norton Canes 



Jazzin' 
Around 
Last year I gave ov m .• er

sion of Jazz and m. numb e 
opinion of last yea• s 0 -ver 
Cromwell Jau 'esti a a~ tile 
birth place of -ge !Jansell. 
Upton upon Severr 

I didn' t see then 'lo ... -1 could 
be bettered, but .·.as wrong. 
The weather was perfect for a 
start, an idyllic Dixieland heat
wave, no doubt orummed up by 
event organiser 'Sir' Alan 
Buckley_ 

Another first. was the morn
ing church serv ice, accom
panied by the George Huckley 
A ll Star Jazz Band, being relayed 
to the hordes who couldn't 
squeeze inside, and I was also 
impressed by the inclusion of 
several Youth Bands into the 
programme. 

Confidence 
You could almost see t he con

fidence growing, as tumultuous 
applause ended each number of 
the Nocturnal Rhythms from 
Chase High School, who gave us 
an amazing repertoir for such a 
young band. 

The afternoon then swung 
along at its usual pace with all 

·the old regulars plus thi s year's 

newcomers. from as far afield as 
Germany, Holland and Bilston 
(well it wouldn't be the same 
without Tommy Burton would 
it?). 

A few things stand out of any 
enjoyable show and for me, one 
was the scintillating perfor
mance of Chicago born Marilyn 
Middleton Pollock on the same 
stage as ex Kenny Ball pianist 
Duncan Swift. 

Another was the sheer bril
liance of Udo Jaegers, Europe's 

Scenes of Upton 

BROWN HILLS 
MOWERS 

181 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS Tel: Brownhills 377719 
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Rapt attention 

supreme Banjoist with the Rod 
Mason Hot Five_ 

Organiser 'Sir' Alan told the 
Gazette, "We haven't totted up 
the final f igures yet but already 
know that it was a huge success, 
and from the number of bands 
who are queuing up to play at 
Upton, we are really making our 
presence felt throughout the 
continent. 

The next big day for Jazzers is 
the 12th September at the Ale-

xander Theatre in Brum when 15 
Bands will be launching into a 
one day spectacular of 1920s 
Jazz. 

Among the bands will be Doc
tors of Jazz, Martinique, Chicago 
Teddy Bears, George Huxley 
with guest Marilyn M iddleton 
Pollock, 12 noon till midnight 
£10. See ya there folks. Box 
office Hotline 021 ·633 3325. 

Brian Stringer 

FOR THE PEOPLE OF BROWNHILLS 
· GROWING IN BROWNHILLS 

COME AND TRY OUR 
TOP QUALITY 

Fresh Home Grown & 
Local Produce 

Potatoes 
Eggs 

Beans 
Cauliflower 

Also a complete range of Fruit and Veg 

You will find us on the A461 - 600 yards 
from Shire Oak Cross, towards Lichfield 

W. A. LANE 
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Brownhills School and 
Community Centre News 

Community Fortnight 1992 

The ninth Brownhills Com
munity Association Fortnight 
began on Saturday, 27th June 
1992 and was ended on Friday, 
17th July. 

The 1992 Programme of 
Events was certa inly more var
ied than in previous years. 

On Sunday, 28th June the 
Community Association Fishing 
Challenge took place on the 
nearby Wyrley-Essington Canal, 
it was very well organised by 
local policeman, Dick Partridge. 

On Wednesday, 1st July the 
10k Road Race went very 
smoothly, with the course taking 
competitors around Chasewater 
finishing on the fields of Brow
nhills Community School. 
Appalling weather conditions 
on the morning of the Race kept 
the number of competitors 
down, but there were still 
around 150 runners w ho took 
part. Special mention must go to 
the race marshals, who were 
mainly from the Brownhills 
Community Association Rambl
ing Club and from Brownhi lls 
Community Colts FC. 

The ninth Annual 5-a-side 
Soccer Tournament took place 
on Thursday, 2nd July w ith 
Brownhills Community FC 
defeating Hill Top FC in the final. 

The Brownhills Players plus a 
few guests, presented a Com
munity Revue on two nights (Fri
day, and Saturday, 3rd and 4th 
July) in the Theatre of Brow
nhills Community School. 

Once more the most success
ful events of the Fortnight were 
the two "It's a Knockout" com
petitions. The junior event on 
Tuesday, 7th July superbly 
organised by Brownhills Com
munity Colts FC saw 12 teams 
from local Junior Schools and 
soccer teams showing tons of 
endeavour and enthusiasm 
hardly noticing themselves 
being soaking wet, an essential 
ingredient of "Knockout". The 
winners were Millfield Junior 
School. 

The following evening saw 
the Senior "Knockout" with 
teams from local firms, Youth 
Club, soccer teams, Diving Club, 
Drama company and school 
staff. There was also a team 
from across the "big water" . 
American Exchange students 
who just happened to be staying 
with families of Brown hills Com
munity school students made a 
last minute team. 

It was an evening of mayhem, 
laughs effort, controv ersy, but 
mainly sheer enjoyment. At the 
end of it all, Brownhills Youth 
Club were first of the 12 teams, 
w ith Edw ard Rose Ltd and Chase 
Hockey Club equal second. 

The Photography Competi
t ion, w ith " Brownhills · as its 
theme, attracted only 7 entries, 
albeit of a very high st andard. 
The w inning entry was from 
Gordon Blackmore. 

The General Know ledge Quiz 
Night was held over for a w eek 
when Chase Recreation Cricket 

Pauline and Shirley welcome you to the 

HEALTH SHOP 
18 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILLS 

For a wide choice of Vitamin Supplements 
Health Food Herbal Teas 
Soya Proteins Home Brew 

Now in stock Bach Flower Remedies 

Open six days a week 9.00 a.m. • 6.00 p.m. 
Telephone: 0543 372742 

I QUALITY ITEMS BOUGHT & SOLD 

at THE TRADING PLACE 
26 - 27 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILLS 

Tel: (0543 453008) MON-SAT9.3o-5.3o 
FURNITURE TOOLS 
COOKERS SPORTS GEAR 
FREEZERS FRIDGES 
RECORDS WASHERS 
C'DS TUMBLE DRYERS 
GUITARS TAPES 

VIDEO TAPES 
AMPS 
MOTORCYCLE GEAR 
BRICA BRAC 

COMPLETE HOUSE CLEARANCES ALMOST ANY QUALITY ITEM 
BOUGHT FOR CASH! 

were too good for the other 10 
teams. 

The Fortnight ended with a 
" Race Night" in the Community 
Lounge which was most suc
cessful. 

A most varied and enjoyable 
programme of events with 
something for everyone. 

Activity Days: 

As Year 10 pupils went on 
Community Service pupils in 
Years 7, 8 and 9 took part in yet 
another set of Summer 
Activities, this year on Monday 
and Tuesday 20th and 21 st July. 

Pupils visited the National 
Museum of Film, the Sandwell 
Valley Adventure Park, the 
Planetarium, Madam Tussards, 
The Tower of London, The 
Battleship "The Warrior" , an Air 
Display, a day trip to France, 
Cheddar Gorge and Salisbury. 
Also during the two days they 
could gain experience of sailing, 
pottery, sculpting, golf and 
sugarcraft. 

Over 100 pupils decided to 
brave the elements on a survival 
challenge on Cannock Chase. All 
pupils approached the activity 
days with commitment and 
gained a great deal of enjoy
ment, broadening horizons and 
widening experi.ences. 

Brownhills School Pupils 
Take To The Water 

At the end of June a party o f 
pupils from Brownhills Com
munity School embarked on a 
six day Canal Cruise of the Four 
Counties Ring. The venture, 

organised by the Special Needs 
Department covered 110 miles 
of in land waterways through 
Shropshire, Staffordshire, Che
shire and the West Midlands and 
i ncluded the 11/2 miles long 
Harecastle Tunnel and 117 
locks! Pupils discovered mus
cles they didn't know they had 
and no one fell in! 

The valuable experience for 
pupils was only made possible 
through the generosity of the 
following local traders who 
made donations: 

C & K Electronics 
Cats Whisker 
Empire Carpets and Curtains 
Shoe Shop - Church Road 
It Fell off a Lorry 
Graham Hughes Menswear 
Jaygor Supplied 
South Staffs Water 
Bell Carpets 
W illiams Butchers 
Pauls News 
An imal Crackers 
Poxons 
Paula 
Pelsall Labour Club 

In particular Lynx of Haleso' 
wen contributed half of the over
all cost of the trip. Special thanks 
to you all. 

Ex Brownhills School 
Pupil's Success: 

Rebecca Morgan, an ex-stu
dent of Brownhi lls School, has 
gained success in her further 
education by gaining a BA lst 
Class at Kidderminster. Con
gratulations from Brownhills 
School Rebecca! 

Who's would 
you serve? 

PREMIUM 
SAUSAGES AND HOME COOKED MEATS 
-MADEJJYJlA_Y WILLIAMSJ>F COURSE! 

You can't beat the taste of trad1t1onal sausages. 
0urs are made on the premises using only the finest ingredients. 

Whole Barbecue Chickens cooked on the premises 
Only £3.50 -1/2 Chickens - £1.75 · 

HOME MADE SCOTCH EGGS - 39p each 
Now available to order 

Gluten Free Sausages and Beefburg_ers 
FOR PRlf~fEMEAT AND FRIENDLY SERVICE COME AND SEE 

. Ray Williams 
YOUR FAMILY BUTCHER 

28 SILVER COURT, BROWNHll..LS 
TEL: BROWNIULLS 360910 



Wa 
Sc 

pups 
area :OC:le ·her-rose ves dealing 
w 1ch • "e-<h•eatening" situa
tions. 

They were put to the test when 
a stranger approached them 
asking for directions. Again 
when they were faced with a 
'serious road accident.' 

Other 'dangerous' scenarios 
included the childrens' favour·te 
playground - a camping site fu 
of hazards, set up b~ Kel'dr ck 
Construction of V\'a sa~ _ 

The .-. ·nners. from Hathenon 

afest 
·1dren 

' School, walked away 
' -0 prestigious trophies for 

=.cs- Overall Performance and 
i:-. gnest Marks on the site safety 
section. 

Kenricks' were so impressed 
by the standards that they have 
offered a flight in a hel icopter to 
three lucky youngsters. 

Ten-year-olds Donna Fran
kham, Darren Kelly and Lindsey 
Guest will marvel at the birds 
eye v iew of their school when 
they take off from Halfpenny Air
port next week. 

"Both the children and ourse
lves have learned a lot from the 
past fortnight,~ said Inspector 
.Jim Wi lson, Head of Community 
Services at Walsall. "The chil 
dren can now build on what they 
have learned. It may save their 
lives one day." 

• 'MIL~UJ~~ 
THE CROWN 

9llllOWMHrt.lS COMMON 

Exciting menu, 
fully refurbished 
tavern. Childrens 
menu available. 

Banks's Traditional 

Police clean up canal FOOD SERVED 
12.00-2.30/5.30-9.00 

Weekdays 
5.30-10.00 Fri/Sat PM 
12-2.30 Sunday Lunch 
7.00-9.00 Sunday PM 

Beers & Ales 
BAR OPENING TIMES 

11.00-3.00 Mon-Sat 
12.00-3.00 Sunday 
5.00-11.00 Mon-Sat 
7 .00-10.30 Sunday 

Walsall crimebusters will turn 
Grimebusters next week during 
a five-day campaign to clean up 
a cluttered canal. 

Green-minded PC Dave Lin
nett is making a clean sweep of a 
seven-mile stretch of Wyrley 
and Essington Canal with the aid 

· of local litterbusters from the 
Beechdale banks. 

"It will give the youngsters 
something to do in the hol idays. 
They will take more pride in thei r 
area, learn about conservation 
and have a lot of fun too," said 
Dave, who is also the area's Out
ward Bound Officer. 

The incentive for the teena-

gers will be a series of urban 
adventures including a courage
ous 100-foot abseil from the top 
ofthe South Staffordshire Water 
building, motorbike scrambling 
and "It's a Knockout." 

Twenty thousand pounds has 
already been raised for the 
adventurous transformation 
which will allow disabled and 
elderly residents to enjoy a 
scenic walk along the canal. 

The project is a joint operation 
with pol ice, BT Waterline, Black 
Country Groundwork Trust, 
Neighbourhood Watch Co
ordinators and South Stafford
shire Water. 

r------------- - --~ 

I £8 00 OFF ~lease comp!ele your n•me and 1ddf"'l!ss and hand ii 
• into the w1ahn1 sldf. I 

I A MEAL FOR FOUR Nome I 
I ·· ·· Addm•-----· 

I £4·00 OFF . Amounl Dai•- : 

I_ ~EAL_!_O!_TWO _________ __ _J 
r--------------- --
1 £8 00 OFF rtease complete your name and address and h8 nd it t 
I • . inlo lhe wailins staff 

1 I A MEAL FOR FOUR N•m• I 
Address-····---·-··-·--·········-·····"-········-···-- - .. ··---·w••-

Local Jazz Band wins 
1 £4.00 OFF ·-----------·------· I 
I /\mount--·-·---·······---··-··-· Date ···-·-·· .. ····-··-·--·-··-- J 
L ~EAL_!.0!_ TWO ___________ _J 

On Sunday the 12th of July a 
local Jaz.z Band "The Chase Roy
als" won the European Cham
pionships at Aldersley Stadium, 
Wolverhampton. They com
peted against twenty one other 
Jazz Bands. They now look for
ward to competing and winning 

the Jazz Band World Champion
ships which is being held at Port 
Talbot, Wales on August 29th 
and 30th 1992. 

Simply the best! 
All sponsors welcome. Con

tact Macka on Brownhills 
374691 

VALID UP TO & INCLUDING 30TH AUGUST 
(exc Saturday evenings & Sunday lunchtime). 

Opening t imes: lunchtime 12-2.30 all week. 
Evenings Mon-Thurs 5-9; Fri & Sat 5-10; Sun 7-9 

Conditions: 1 Valid when two adults dine at The Crown during 
promotional period only. 2.This voucher cannot be exchanged for cash. 

3. This voucher may not be used in conjunction with any other voucher on offer. 

Two Good Reasons To See Us First ... Bryan W. Seaman (F.F.o.o.) 

for all your eye care requirements Your Eyes And 

Our Exten.sive Selection 
Of Quality Eyewear 

Stylish Frames from France, Germany, Italy and Australia 

e BUDGET FRAMES e LARGE SELECTION OF FASHION FRAMES 
•SAFETY SPECTACLES ecoNTACT LENSES• HEARING AID SERVICE 

e HEARING AID BATIERIES 

For a Courteous, Professional Eye Care Service Call On 

SIL VER COURT OPTICIANS 
17, SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

TEL: 0543 372504 



The Feral Pigeon 
One of the great ironies of this 

Green Age is the way in which 
some animals have become vic
tims of their own success. While 
endangered species - those 
which have declined because of 
their inability to adapt to a world 
changed by man - are protected, 
reintroduced and encouraged, 
those which benefited and 
increased by virtue of their 
adaption to human settlement, 
are hunted down and perse
cuted as vermin. 

The Brown Rat, The Clothes 
Moth, The Rabbit and many 
other species have lived with 
man for thousands of years, and 
all have been the subject of 
purges, simply because their 
numbers got out of hand. The 
Feral Pigeon, the ordinary com
mon pigeon found in every 
human settlement, only occa
sionally comes in for this kind of 
treatment, when droppings on 
statues and council buildings 
leaq to its designation as a pest. 

The Feral Pigeon is the classic 
example of a wild animal that 
has adapted fully to living with 
man without difficulty. It is 
descended from the Rock Dove, 
which still occurs among cliffs 
around the Irish coast and in 

Northern Scotland. Feral 
Pigeons live everywhere; ledges 
on buildings replace fissures in 
rocks as nesting sites. While the 
wild Rock Dove is always blue
grey, with two black bands 
across the wings, the Feral 
Pigeon is very variable in colour. 
White, black and brown exam
ples are found, and selective 
breeding by pigeon-fanciers 
over the last two centuries has 
led also to great variation in 
shape, size and feather forma
tion. 

Pigeons, like Rock Doves, only 
produce one egg when they 
breed. The vast numbers of 
them in cities indicate how well
su ited they are to the urban envi
ronment. Mortality rates are 
low, and weak individuals which 
would not survive otherwise, 
often live long lives where they 
are fed by man. In London's 
Trafalgar Square, and the Piazza 
San Marco (St. Mark's Square) 
in Venice, for example, it is not 
uncommon to see birds with no 
legs, or with potentially fatal 
injuries, feeding among the 
healthy. So great is the amount 
of food available that survival of 
the fittest simply doesn't apply. 

There have been, of course, 

In the Pizza San Marco it is quite common to have three pigeons 
on your arm at once! 

Pick your own Blackberries 
AT GORSE FARM, LAZY HILL 

STONNALL, ALDRIDGE 

Just off the A452 Chester Road, 
opposite Stonnall Village 

Open Daily: 10 a.m. - 6 p .m. 

LARGE CAR PARK· PICNIC AREA· REFRESHMENTS 
CHILDREN'S PLAY AREA 

The Feral Pigeon 

other species of pigeon that 
couldn't co-exist with man. The 
Dodo was a flightless pigeon, 
found (and quickly wiped out) in 
Mauritius, and the American 
Passenger Pigeon was driven to 
axtinction early this century. 
This bird was so common, at 
one time, that flocks covered 
hundreds of square miles, but it 
was hunted until none survived. 
The last living example expired 
in an Ohio zoo during World War 
One. 

What makes the ordinary 
Feral Pigeon unique among the 
animals that have followed the 
rise of man is its acceptance. 

Though it sometimes is deemed 
unwelcome, it enjoys privileged 
treatment in most cities . In Ven
ice, for example, it is a tourist 
attraction. Most city centres 
have an open space or two 
where office workers can off
load their surplus sandwiches 
and feed the pigeons - it is hard 

"to imagine people buying corn 
to feed the rats or putting out 
food for the locusts. 

Notwithstanding the shooting 
of pigeons for sport, and indeed 
their popularity on menus 
across Europe, the Feral Pigeon 
looks certain to do well as long 
as its hosts do. 

Pigeons in the Pizza San Marco, Venice. 



Looking Backwards 
In Aug ... s:: ·$!_ ·-e Duke of 

Kent beca~:o = ~-sr !'loyal to 
die on act . e ~ , "en his Sun
derland ff , n; ooa: crashed dur
ing a tPp ·a Ice and An Allied 
assau lt or :Reppe resulted in 
heavy asses because of the very 
fierce fight"ng which rapidly 
developed and in the Western 
Desert, General Montgomery 
was made commander of the 
Eighth Army. 

August 1967 saw the opening 
of the Dartford Tunnel under the 

River Thames and the 'Fes· .a 
of the Flower Chi 'dre- c. 
Woburn Abbey where oe -g z 
hippie is tru ly •where · s .:· • 
Brian Epstein, the Bea· es -a-
ager, was found b . ., s =-~ -e· 
dead in his bed·C>CX:" 

Discover a new Nature Reserve 
Walsall w· d ·•e G·ou=- - ·e 

you all to come aria o sco w 0--e 
of Walsa s ne.•, ocz na·u•e 
reserves, on 1 o'tic·a i opened 
in July. The group v. · I be look
ing at the history and w ildlife of 
th is old mine, once a hive of 
Rushall industry, in the days 
before Walsall was the size it is 
today. 

Now an amazingly rich area 
for w ildlife both animal and 
p lant, this quiet oasis cou ld 
some days be in the middle of 
nowhere, not just 1 mile from an 
industrial town centre. 

So come and join us on Sun-

:la s:- ~ g"st a;: 3.00 p.m., 
-nee~ ,.. ;.ne qangers car park at 
t-e "e'Y end of Park Road, off 
Dall\ End, Rushall. 

A ll welcome. 

FOR SALE 
BIRD TABLE on stand, brand new, 
£9.50. Tel : Brownhills 376018. 
SNOOKER TABLE 6ft x 3', complete 
with stand, balls and 2 cues, good 
condition £25. Tel : Mrs. Bishop 
Brownhills 452840 
YAMAHA PSS 580 ORGAN complete 
with stand, adaptor, nearly new £50. 
Tel : Mrs. Bishop Brownhills 452840 

For further details on 
Advertising or Editorial 

Please telephone 
(0543) 452840 or 021·789 6768 
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Friendly victories for 
Brownhills Town F.C. 

- o .. m started training early in 
-- , ·n preparation for the new 
seasor • ..,tien they compete in 
. .,e Sraffs County League (Pre
e:" er 

.:..: rne time of writing, Town 
-ave p a..,ed 2 friend lies against, 
"rs:., Romulus of the Festival 
0 -e...-. er League, and came away 

lt'i a • e!") good 3-1 vict ory. 
- er.··"" ie benind ·n the 60th 
m"ure but fought back to 
equa ·se ..,+1en new signing 
Da , e Watson scored 2 on his 
debut and Mark Gnosil rounded 
off the scoring. 

On Saturday 1 st August, 
Town recorded their 2nd win 3-
1, w hen they visited Hams Hall 
of the Midland Comb. Division 
One. This was again a brilliant 
performance. Dave Watson 
started the scoring with a shot 
on the run 1-0. Hams Hall hit 
back with 10 mins to go to 

equalise 1-1. Within a minute 
Town regained the lead when 
Watson's free kick found Brian 
Hendron, w ho slotted the ball 
home 2-1. With 2 mins to go 
Watson was again involved 
when his through ball found 
Wayne Talor who rounded the 
keeper to make it 3-1. 

Tow n have 3 more friendlies 
lined up against Midland Comb 
sides Armitage and Miners 
Arms, and finish up on Thursday 
17.8.92, w hen the side will visit 
West Midlands Division One 
team, Darlaston Town. Town are 
still looking for a club strip spon
sor for the new season, and any 
new players who are interested 
in joining the club should con
tact club secretary, Chris Kelly, 
on 0543 374193 or chairman 
Alan Payne 0543 279080. 

Town are also looking for an 
experienced first aid man to look 
after the team on match days. 

MEEKS FENCING 
Unit 2A, Apex Road, Brownhills 

HEAVY DUTY PANELS· TRELLIS 
WOODEN POSTS · GRAVEL-BOARDS 

CONCRETE POSTS · LOGS (BAGS) 
CEMENT· SAW DUST · POST CAPS 

TEL: 0543 452384 

f GAZET-TE-CLAS-SIFIEDSl 
I FREE UNDER £50 Trade Advertisements I 
I 

All Private 'F<;>r Sal_e' Advertisements for Articles costing All Tra~e Advertisements and Private Advertisements I 
£50 or less w i ll be inserted FREE OF CHARGE. for Articles over £50 w ill be charged as scale below. 

40p 

80p 

£1.20 

£1 .60 

£2.00 

£2.40 

£2.80 

PLEASE USE ONE BOX PER WORD BROWNHILLS I 
I NAME......................................... .. .................. I 
: ADDRESS .. . ............ .... ....... ......... ... .. . .. ........ ... Please insert the above advertisement in the next issue I 

1....................... .......... ... .................... . .......... ... ... Enclosed£ to cover cost of insertion. I 
Al l adv e rt isem ents a re accepted s ubject to approva l ot•copy. I 

1............ .. ........................................................... Send to : Baker Bond, P.O . Box 1, 183 H igh Street, Brovvnhi ll s, I 
I TEL: .. . , ..... ... ....... .. ,, .. ~-- ·.. .... . .... .. .... ..... ......... .. . .. W alsa ll, West Midl ands WS8 6HW I -------·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.. 
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Claridges Scoop Buy!! 
Get your old Gas Cooker changed now, 

why take risks with old appliances 

An exclusive 
cooker range 
available only at 
your Local 
independent Gas 
Retailer. 
The style will 
enhance both 
modern and period 
style kitchens. 

i(lfli@ /g]fi1f1!}@57 
ml@fJiJ@)@ 
@(/(}@fN) (]fit)@ 

wra1rg ~11 
1'!7'EJ J'!J~ 
cE1 Y'Elih/bJ?JI 

• 
------

Features Include:-
* Full Width Eye Level Grill. 
* Four Burner Hob. * Removable Pan Stands. 
~ Full Size Oven -
/" Capacity 73.6 dm. or a 251bTurkey. 
~* Flame Safety device in oven. 
~ Hardwearing Vitreous Enamel with /., 

Attractive Sheaf Design. * Available in White & Almond . * 12 Months Parts & Labour Warranty. 
Height: 897 - 917 mm 
Width 546 mm 
Depth: 610mm 

Our Price £240.00 

r1~0$J(J))!ftlfg ~ @©PJ ®t£Jfftlr1~W 
Designed to fit 
neatly into your 
kitchen. 
The Leisure 1000 
is manufactured 
to British 
Standard by 
Leisure. 
It offers all the 
usual facilities • 
Simplicity and 
Efficiency. 
Economically 
Priced 
Height: 
Width: 
Depth: 

1450mm 
540mm 
600mm 

~yCash 

5°/o Discount 
On These 

Prices 

·-

Features Include:* Four Gas Burners. 
* Full 21.1/2" Width Hob. 
* Removable Pan Stands 
~ Full Size Oven Capacity 73.6 dm 
/" or 251b Turkey! * Electric Grill. * Storage Compartment. * Vitreous Enamel Finish. 
~:~ Flame Safe Oven. 
~:~ Also available in white. 

Our Price £230.00 

CLARIDGES RADIO 
&TV 

--RING NOW--
0543-373207 

43, HIGH STREET, 
WALSALL WOOD 

0543-373023 
88, HIGH STREET, 

BROWN HILLS 
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