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PREFACE. 

W ITH OUT announcement or advertisement, the 

Publisher throws this Guide to \!Valsall upon 

the public. Although unexpected, and issued without 

any flouri sh of trumpets, it is hoped that it will be 

welcomed as a Handbook giv ing a fair representation 

of the town. 

Our fronti sp iece, which is a photograph of the 

public Arboretum, is in striking contrast to an illustration , 

drawn from a morbid imaginatio n, which appeared in 

the widely read Biography of Siste r Dora. This, a nd 

the views of the Grammar School and of the Hospital,

(produced by photographic process, which cannot 

exaggerate or li e, )-will prove tha t th e town 1s not 

all chimneys and smoke ; and the particulars of the 

Institutions, Industries of the town, &c., will evidence 

the intelligence and activity of the community. 

Very defective as we know th e Handbook to be, 

it will, we think , properly introduce our town to visitors, 

and at the same time supply its citizens with much 

information and interest. 

We have to acknowledge our great indebtedness 

to Dr. 'Willmore for very kindly supplying the Historical 



Summary, and the chapter on the Geology of the 

neighbourhood ; and to Mr. Draycott, the first 

photographer in the Midlands, for freely supplying 

the negatives from which the blocks were produced. 

This invaluable assistance has enabled us to make the 

book much more interesting and comprehensive than 

it could otherwise have been. 

The Publisher wishes also to express his obligations 

to Mr. Williamson, the Sculptor, for his kindness in 

supplying a negative of the fourth relief, taken in his 

studio from the model. By this means, (the relief being 

not yet in position,) we are able to give the relievos 

complete. 

The public of Walsall have very. easy means of 

showing their appreciation of our efforts. 

W.H.R. 

August, r889. 
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\'f\1 ALSALL. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION . 

W ALSALL is an ancient borough and to\\'n co rporate, ituated 

on the sou th-eastern border of the ounly of ' tafford, and 

in the Handsworth or Eastern Parliamentary ni,·i. ion. The position 

is nearl y in the centre of Enaland, and it is distant 119 mil es 

N. '\'\' . from London, 87 S.E. from Liverpool, 8 miles from Binning

ham, 9 from Lichfield, and 6 from \\'olverhampton. It is in th e 

Diocese of Lichfield and th e Archdeaconry of Stafford, and gives 

name to a Rural Deanery, a Poo r Law () nion, and a County Court 
and Polling Distric t. 

From a small and old-fa shioned market to\\'n it ha s, during the 

pre ·ent century, d eveloped by rapid strides, and from th e number of 

its population and the large ex tent of its manufacturing indu stri es, 

now ran ks a · th e second town in the county, and is a County 

Horough for the purposes of the J .ocal Government Act. 

The parish of Walsall is divided into t\\'O townsh ips, th e 

Borough and Foreign, covering an area of about 8,000 acres, and 

with a population, according to the census of 1881, of 58,795 

persons. The present population is 69 ,000 ; the number of dwe lling 

houses being about T 4,000 ; and the rateable value of the rateable 

property is £167 ,8 18 18s., vi z., Borou!!h T o\\'n ship, £31,804 15 s. ; 

Foreign Township, £ 128,043 5s. ; and the part of the Parish of 

Rushall within th e Municipal Borough, £1 ,970: yielding £6,52 r 

on a rate of 1s. in the £. 
The town is the chi ef seat of the sadd lery trade in th e 

kingdom, in addition to which it has brass and iron foundries, glass 

11·orks, brush making and other in dustries, 1rhilst coal, iron and lime

stone abound in th e neighbou rh ood . Th e L. & N.\\T. and Midland 

Railways and th e Birmingham Canal Comp~ny afford faciliti es of 

t1ansit to all parts, and have greatly contributed to the modern 

development of th e town. 
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DESCRIPTIVE TOUR ·O}' THE TOWN. 
- --· - r--•-·~- ---

TH E BRIDGE is the mqdern centre of the t01rn, as the 

.Church Hill was once the ancient one, and our descr iption may 

well commence with it as a starting poin t. .-\ record of the i 3th 

.century . peaks of " the bridge of \Val sale," and until 185 J the 

brouk course lay open and spanned by a small uridge for foot 

passengers, wh o in flood time were carr ied across on hor3eback for 

the fare of rd. Now all is changed, and few strangers \vould 

realize that a "river rolled beneath." It is a tributary of the Trent, 

bei ng one of the main sources of th e Tam e. ln the centre of T he 

lfrid ge rises the 

S l STEl~ UOR.\ S'L\Tt.: E. 

On the leath of Siste1 Dora (a short account of whose life we give 

further on) se,·eral memorials of her work and \\·orth were ra ised, 

including a sta ined 1Yindow in the Parish Church, a full -length portrait 

pb.ced m the Board Room of the Hospital , and a Convalescent F und 

.administered by the Hospital Committee ; but it was thought by many 

that th ere should be some more tangible a nd publi c testimonial, and , 

accordingly, a town's meeti ng was held in the T emperance Hall, on 

June 18, i 883, when it was decided to erect a statue to her memory. 

A committee was fo r:ned, of which M r. B. Beebee, th en i\Iayor, 

was hairman, and the resu lt is the handsome statue on The Bridge. 

Th e statue was unvei led on Octouer 11, 1886, in the presence of 

some 30,000 people, and the day was observed as a general holiday. 

Th e scul ptor i ilir. T. J. Williamson, of Esh er, and the ost of 

the statue was 700 guineas; the relicvos costing £350 in addition. 

The statue is 7ft. 10in. high, and is of white Sicilian marble. lt 

stands on a ped estal of red Peterh ead granite 7ft. high, which has a 

base of Yorksh ire stone, so that the height of th e wh ole is over 

18ft. T he bas reliejs, which are generally admired as being o f rare 

.a rtistic merit, portray d ifferent scenes in the hospita l life and work 
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Sister JI>ora Statue. 
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of Sister Dora. T he first is an imaginary representation of the: 

d isastrous tuyere exploo ion at the Birchill s I ron Works; No. 2 give5 

a view of one of the men's wards at the H o I ital, with i ter Dora 

in attendance on a pati ent. I n this relievo is a life-like portrait of 

the late Dr. J ames Maclachl an, fo r many years house-surgeon to the: 

H ospital. The th ird relievo is a representat ion of th e children's ward, 

and in this appears a very good li keness o f the late ::Vlr. Samuel Cox, 

one of the fo unders of the Hospital, and C hairman of the Committ..:e 

up to the time of hi s death. T he remaining relievo depicts the 

scene of the appalling co lliery inundation at Pelsall, in 18 7 3, by 

which thirteen li ves were lost. The present :Mayor, :Mr. Samuel 

R ussell, contribu ted £80 towards the cost of this relievo.* 
THE GEORGE H OTEL, once a large coach ing house, is fam ous 

for the columns which adorn its front. They ori ginall y formed the 

entrance of F isherwi ck Hall , near Lichfi eld, and are shown in the: 

plate of that building in Sha11"s "Staffordshire." T hey were purchased 

in 1823 at less than the cost of conveyance. In 1833 the present Earl 

of Derby, then onl y seven years of age, passing through the town 

wi th his fa ther, was taken suddenl y ill, and compelled to remain 

at the George for several weeks. Dr. H amblin, a local practi

ti oner, who was call ed in, was subsequently offered by the late L ord 

D erby an appoin tment as Governor of th e Falkland I slands, and the 

host and hostess were rewarded by several souvenirs left personall y 

by the Duke of Ri chmond. T H E OBSERVER B UILDINGS now occupy 

the site of th e old Blue Coat School, an ancient Walsall charity. 

The new schools opposite St. .Paul's C hurch were bu il t in 1859. 
Near to the M idland Bank stood the " lords' mill ," pulled d own 

about 18 13. In r395 " Jenkyn 'ole of my iordes rn yll e at 

\ Val shale," compla ins that the b urgesses of the town woul d not grind 

th ei r corn at h is " myll e,'' but took it a1rny to "Ruysshale myll e," &c., 

and J enky n is advised to try, by the aid of a mo re cunnmg mill er, to 

rega in their goodwill. 

P assing towards H igh Street the visitor enters DIGBETH. 

Dig/!etlt is an ancient name, not yet satisfactorily explained, bu t said 

to be fro m th e A.S. " die," a dyke, and "pa!th,'' a p atlz. It probably 

had some relation to the ford which was fo rm erl y crossed here. The 

"' Ill usLrations of the re lievos are g i"en furth er on . 
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same name is met with in Birmingham and elsewhere. The qu ::i int 
timbered houses on the right, of which a view, taken some years since,. 

is given, have been referred to the Tudor period, if not earlier ; th e 
picturesque example of ancient chimney work shown in the illustra-



tion has recently been taken down. At the junction of Digbeth with 

High Street is another half-timbered house, THE \\'oo r. PACK, of whicl; 

an illustratior. is also given. T rad ition says this house and the 

..... - : 
j--/ ~~·.;_ .. ..:.-:,.:_: -:··_ ' . 

church were connected by a subterranean passage . There appea r -, 

however, no fo undation whatever for this belief. The house is 

about to be pulled down, a nd a more pretentious bui ld i1 1g 

erected on th e site. TH E S(, UARE, a t present an incongruous 

name for a narrow passage, was fo rm erl y an open space desen ·ing 

of its title, and an old plan of the town gives some idea o f its 

original form . A theatre, now turned into an inn , was e rected 

here in 1803, and often visited by Charles :Kean, Foote, and other 

famo us actors. Almost opposite the ent rance to The Square is 

PARADISE Co -RT, where in i 8or was built Bedlam Chapel, so called 

from the violent character of th e peop le wh o lived there. Th e 

Meth od ists vainly ::tttempted for a long time to cha nge the nam e tu 

Paradise Court, but were greatly annoyed by the people, and one 

man is recorded to have been kept in pt ison fourteen days on the 

charge of " pl ay in~ the Methodys. " Passing up the· street, a "bear 
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and ragged staff " marks the entrance to the Pie :\J ARKET, once a 

thriving branch of Walsall trade, at one time as many as 2,000 I igs 

having been received in one day. After the in trodu ti on of th e 

rai lways this market became almost ext in ct. 

On th e left side of High Street is 1 'HE D RAGON I NN, fo rm erl y 

the Green Dragon, from the windows of wh ich many st irring p0 liti cal 

addresses have been delivered to the t lectors belo''"· H ere is th e 

home of Walsall Freemasonry, and here also meets a Aourish ing 

Chess Club. 

THE T O \\'N H .-\ LL. 

Just above is the Town Hall, bu il t in i 863, the fou ndat ion 

stone being la id with :Masoni c honours. It conta ins a Sessions 

Court on th e ground Aour, and on th e wa ll s may be seen a few oi 

"the great cl ubbes which have bin of longe time sett and hanged 

upon highe in the T own H all e of \Valsale." At one time they mu. t 

have num bered many more, as in a borough accou nt dated i 66 r we 

find an item, "paide to 45 club men that walked ye fa ire 7s. 6d .. , 

Th ese curious staves, or "Coltes,'' are mentioned as remotely as th e 

year 15 24, and a re carved in various fa nc iful designs representing th e 

heads of femal es and of an imals. They were forme rl y carri ed in 

solemn procession on fa ir days. The custom of 'walking the fair ' 

was discontinued in 1870. 

Over th e ..:essions Court is the CouNc1 L CHA~JBER, a handsom 

room containing portraits of four members of the Council who se rved 

the town for upwards of a quarter of a century, viz., Aldermen 

Beddoe, Brewer, Holden, and Ward, and the late Town Clerk 

(:\Ir. am l. \Yi lkinson). Over the fireplace is a curious old painting 

of the Bear and Ragged taff. and th e walls are further ornamented 

with oak panels containing the names of al l the :i'vlayors since 1835. I t 

must not be thought that this list represent:; the an tiquity of th e office . 

Waball, as is stated in our" Histo rical ummary," is an old corporate 

town, and the present Gu ildhall onl y stands on th e site of an earli er 

one erected in th e year 17 34. Prior to that date the eat of 

jud icial and municipal government 1rns situated at th e top of High 

treet, at th e foot of the hurch Hill. The "Gylde H all " is first 



mentioned in a curiou s Code o f La ws dra wn 11p by th e " l\Iaio r and 

his Bredren " in 1440, and in 1589 Thomas \Vilbrah am, th en lo rd of 

t h e manor, " on account of th e love and affection that h e has fo r tli e 

inhabitants of \V::tl sall ," leaves to th e rul ers o f the sam e "a shop in 

the Fligh S treet th ere , with bui ldings over it, commonly call ed the 

' Highe Crosse,' wh ere he retofore th e re was an olde crosse standin ge, 

call ed th e 'Highe C rosse,' in Walsall , for th e beautyfy inge of th e said 

tow ne, as a lso for th e provis ion of pl aces of punishm ent and 

correction of dyvers lewde and mysdem eyn ed persons." Close a t 

hand stood th e u sual appendages, th e whipping-post, p ill ory a nd 

stocks, some portions of wh ich latter are st ill preserved . The elate 

of this" crosse" is so mewh ere about 1580, and in 1691 i ~ wa s take n 

clown and rebu ilt a t the charge of th e Corporatio n, to be fi na ll y 

c leared away abou t 177r. 

The antiquity of th e Mayor a nd Corporatiun is, h owever, lo ng 

anterior to any elate ye t mentioned. The original B urgess Roll of 

the Borough of Walsall - a roll of vell um about 30 feet long, a n d 

late ly presented to the town by the Rev. Walte r Sneycl, of Keele 

Hal l,- co mprises a period from 1377 to 1619, and conta ins li st~ of 

th e burgesses, th e ir nam es, payments on admiss ion, a nd computi 

of th e Mayor. Or: th e back is an ordinance m ade by Sir Humphrey 

Stanl ey, H igh Steward of Walsall , and th e Mayor a nd cap ital 

burgesses, for th e good govern ment of th e town , belo1Y which is th e 

~ i g n ature of Si r Thomas Lovell , K .G., one of H enry VII.'s " ri ght 

deere and fami liar frie nds," and Chamberl a in to Henry VIII. The 

li st of Mayors now known is a very long one, ex tending back to th e 

yea r 1377 , and containing no less th an 325 nam es. 

Adjoining the Council Chamber is a fireproof room, 1Yhere 

a re preserved the records and deeds belonging to th e town . 

These records, which are very num ero us, an d extend as far 

back as th e re ign of King John, were tabulated in 1882 by 

Ylr. Richard Sims, of th e British Muse um. Amongst th e most 

interesting a nd valuable of them are grants by S ir Wi lli am a nd S ir 

Thomas R uffu s, dated about 1r9 7 and r 308 ; a Code of Laws con

taining th e dut ies and obligations of th e ".Maior and his xxi v. 

bre th ern," and "Ordynances for the churci1, " the latter having 



·pecia l reference to the gu ilds, which seem to have fallen into 

disorder and disgrace; and a Roll of Accounts of th e Masters and 

Breth ren of the Guild of St. John Baptist, extending from 1469 to 

r 495 . Amongst th e members of th e guild were several distin

guished names, vi z., Edward V., E li zabeth Wydevill e, his mother, and 

Antony VVydevill e, his fathe r. Another valuable record is entitled 

" Accounts of the Guardians of the Church of A ll Sa ints, Walsall ," 

from 1462 to 153.+. This rare ,-olume was found on clea ring 

out the old town chest in 1863, and was probably placed th ere 

during the troubl es of th e Civil W ar. 

Various charters ha1·e from tillle to tim e been granted to th e 

town by Edward III., H enry I \ r., and Cha rl es I. Th e latter was 

elated at Canbury in i62i, and is wri tten upon four sk ins of stout 

p<1r<: hment, with '1 fra gment of th e great seal st ill attached , fo r th e 

"dyscha rge of which wa s pa id £xx o o." This charter was 

con firm ed by Charles II. in 167.f, and provides for the gove rnm ent 

of th e town, appointment of officials, courts of record a nd of justice, 

two fairs, a Cou rt of Pie Poudre, and other privil eges. Un til 1835 

the town was governed under th e provisions of this charter, but the 

:\[un ic ipa l R eform Act of this date introduced important changes 

into the local gO\·ernrn ent. The Borough was d ivided into three 

wa rds-- The Foreign, St. George's, anci The Bridge ; th e Town 

Coun cil was to consist o f a Mayor, six Aldermen, a nd eightee n 

Councill urs, with a Com miss ion of th e Peace, a R ecorder, T own 

C lerk, and other officers. The R ecord Court was su1 planted by 
the County Court. 

The Corpor:ition Seal i · deeply cut in copper, and contains in 

the fi eld three fteur de lis of France and the three lions of England , 

q uarterly surmounted by a coronet, with two lions addorsed and 

regardant as supporters, their tails being interlaced. The coro net is 

enriched with fteurs de !is, of which five a re visible. The follow in g 

inscription runs rou nd the marg in : "The Common Seal of th e 

Mayor and Commonalty of our L ord the King's T own of \ Valsa le." 

The seal is ass umed by experts to be not earlier than 1405 nor later 

than 1553· 

The Town Arms are those displayed on th e Common Seal, 



surmounted by the " Bear and Ragged Staff," a device dating from 

the time of the Warwicks, and therefore older than the Common 

Seal, with sprays of oak leaves and laurel on each side. 

THE CORPORAT ION E STATES are situated near Offchurch, in 

vVarwickshire, and were left about 145 I by a certain Thomas. 

Mollesley and his 11·ife, for the maintenance of a chantry in th e 

church of Walsall, and for the keeping up of a light, or ob it, &c. 

Great uncerta inty yet exists as to th e exact terms of this beq uest, 

and towards the year l 5 l 3 th e title was disputed by a J ohn Ly le, of 

Moxhull, when th e in habitants of vValsall went over and d rove away 

Lyle's cattle, 1rhich were in possession. A law su it was the co nse

quence, and the estate appears to have been legall y recovered befo re 

the Court of \Vestrninstf' r in 1615. In the reign of Edward VI. th e 

estates were se ized by the Crown, but were re-granted to th e to11·n liy 

Queen Elizabeth in r 586. It has been supposed that on thi s. 

occasion the Queen herself visited the town, and stayed either at the 

Reel Lion Inn, in Ab!ewell Street, or at Bescot Hall. There is, 

however, no ground for this belie f, which doubtless originated from 

confusing her visit with that of Queen H enrietta Maria. Some parts 

of the estates appear to have been grad uall y lost, others to have been 

sold by the Corporati on at different periods. In 1659 they amounted 

to 300 acres, but by l 8 j4 had dwindled down to 240. 

Before finally parting from the Corporation we must bri e fly 

indicate some of the more important Acts of Parliament which ha1·e 

been obtained by their agency. Thus an Act of r824 was fo r th e 

improvement, watching and lighting of the ·town, and for the erection 

of gas works. Lichfield Street was an early result of this Act, 

supplanting an old way leading across the present Arboretum ; and 

the first gas works, erected in 1826 at a cost of .£4,000, were situated 

near to the end of Persehouse Street. In 1848 another Act was 

passed, entitled "The \Val sall Improvement and Market Act"; and 

another in 1850 provided for a more equitable system of rating, for 

sewage disposal, new gas works, and other matters. By the Public 

Health Act of 1872 the Council were constituted the Urban Sanitary 

Authority for the whole of th e Municipal Borough, with enlarged 

powers in relation to Local Government matters. "The Walsall Cas 
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Pur hase and Borough Extension Act " of 18 76, in addition to other 

important powers, absorbed into the Borough an area of 94 acres, 

with a population of 3,055 p r ons. These various Acts have played 

an important part in th e ge nera l deve lopment and improvement of 

th e town, not th e least feature of which is a good system of sanitary 

arrange ments. A century ago the expenses of the 'orporation 

amounted to £207 15s. 8d. ; the amount las t year was £13,536. 
djoining the Town H a ll , in GooD.HL STREET, is the POLICE 

STi\TlON, wi th cells beneath it. The P o1 ice Force has a strength 

of 58, and in i888 the co. t fo r the year was £4,596 2s. r 1 Yz d, 
of which Government contri buted £2,233 17s. 2d. The next 

huilding is the G u 1LDHAr.L AssE~ I BLV Rom1, capable of seating 

400 to 500, and unti l about 23 years ago the onl y hal l for religious, 

political, and social meetings. C lose to is the FRlrn L111R ARY, 

erected in 1859, being the th ird institution of the kind opened 

under th e F ree Libraries' Act. It was enlarged in :t872 and again 

in r887, wh en the dwelling formerly occupied by the librar ian 

wa. thrown into th e library, and other improvements effected. It is 

supported by a penny rate and by voluntary subsc riptions, and ontains 

about 13,000 volumes, a coll ection of works of art from South 

Kensington, old plans of the town, and various curiosities. There 

i: a Branch Li brary at Bloxwich. Just beyond is th e GOODALL 

STREET BAPTIST CHAPEL, L>uilt in 1838, which has for upwards 

of th ir ty years been the $phere of th e ministerial work of th e 

R ev. A. A. Cole-a nam e associated throughout that t ime with 

th e advancement of art, . cience, and education in the town. 

P assing on to the top of High Street, formerly known as 

th e "High Town," we a rrive at th e site of th e "High Crosse," which 

stood in th e centre of the road and blocked up the way, lea1·ing only 

a space of io feet on eith er side. .\ t the rear of :.Ir. Overton's shop 

stood the" Old :;\fretin g House," built in r 662, and th e hom e of the 

o ld Nonconformists . H ere preached the Rev. J ohn Godley and his 

fri end th e R ev. J oh n R ey nolds, and here in 171 4, and ::igain in 1751, 

oc ·urr .cl those scenes of lawless violence which level led the hapel 

with th e ground. 

A few minutes may be well spent in R us HAl.L STREET, on e a 
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ma111 ~ treet with la rge residentia l hous1:s, the ancestral homes of 

many of th e old \\ 'alsal l fami li es. Midway stood th e \\'are well , now 

perpetuated by th e name of a street · whilst the "Bull 's H ead " was 

a noted coaching-house and a thriving hoste lry in 1 re-railway tim es. 

At a small inn in this street was born Mr. Siddons, husband of th e; 

famou s ac t1 ess . 

Opposite Rushall St reet is .l:'EA I. STREET, a narrow th orou gh

fare di playing several specimens o t medicernl domestic arch itecture. 
At N o. 4 is a deep shaft communicat ing with ancient limestone 

workings under the Ch urch Hill. 

The CH URCH HtLL itself is a mass of Silurian limestone, and 

was formerly much steeper than at present. In i 85 1, many of the 

tumble-down houses with which it was cumbered were swept away, 

and the view of the churc h opened out. On reaching th e summit a 

fine expanse of country is displ ayed, and a good general idea of th e 

town may be also gained. On a clear day may be discerned 

most of the Black Coun try towns, Barr Beacon, the Wrekin, 

Bentley Hall, Rushall H all, and numerous other objects of interest. 

The great fo rest of Cannock, the rising grou nds of which a re 

distantly visible, fo rmerly stretched to the brook 11·hich now divides 

the town into hah·es. The hill itself, from its iso lat ion, promi

nence and confi gurati on, is thought to have been a fortified post in 

early . times, and the words "A1·a lwall " (Ab lewel l) and " Dyche,'' 

which still exist, wou ld indicate that it was surrounded with a fosse . 

THE .PARISH CffCRCH OF S . . MATTHEW. 

At some time during the Norman period, if not before, a 

church was founded here, and in 1200 King John granted the church 

of \\'a leshale to the Bishop of Coventry, and ele1·en years subse

quently he appointed o ne of his 011·n chap la ins, i\fogiste r Serio, as th e 

rector. About the year 1220 the church was granted by Sir \\"illia m 

Ruffu s, then lord of the manor, to the A bbey of H ales Owen, in 

Worcestershire, and in i245 it was re-granted to the ·ame Abbey by 

Henry III. But the monks were nut sati sfi ed ; th ey sought th e 

transference of the great tytl:es and the transforming of the rectory 

into a vicarage, a res ult which was accomplished three years later. 
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These great tythes were afterwards given by H enry VIII. to Sir J ohn 

Dudley, and in the last century were sold to different purchasers. 

In 1845 the tythes were C1)mmuted, those of the rector ial for £330, 

.and the vicarial for £Joo per annum. 

For over half a century the Abbey had peaceful enjoyment of 

the greater part of the ch urch revenues, but in the year 1 292, the 

King havi ng exercised his right in appointing a vicar to th e hurch at 

Wednesbury, the Abbot put in a formal claim fo r the presentation 

not on ly of that church, but al so of the one at Wal sall. A Jaw suit 

follo wed, and a verdict was ultimately g iYen for the King. In i 368 
the then Vicar of Walsall was recalled by the Abbot and placed 

under restraint, " to undergo certain monastic discipline for a seri es 

-of misdemeanours com mitted by him. " 

The church ccntained two chapels, that of St. Catheri ne in th e 

south and that of St. C lement in the north transept, and in these 

chapels were the several altars belonging to the two Gu ilds, that of 

St. J ohn the Baptist and tha t of Our Lady, both founded in the 14th 

century ; and also various chantri es: the Beverley, founded by Royal 

licence in 1365; a second founded by Sir Thomas Aston, of Tixall , 

in I 390; a third in 1391, by Sir Roger Hillary, of Bescot ; and a 

fourth in 1448, by Thomas Mollesley and H enry Flaxale. Several 

other foundations of a similar nature are also recorded. 

The history of these benefactions is full of interest. They 

appear to have remai ned unsuppressed during the religious convul 

sions caused by the eighth Henry, but on the accession of Edward 

V I. , J ohn Dudley, then created Earl of Warwick, obtained possession 

of the rectory, with its tythes and appurtenances, and also the 

valuable lands then owned by the chantries. On his death the 

inhabitants made a vigorous effort to regain possession of these 

estates, and a petition was conveyed to London by Nicholas and 

George H awe, two prominent citizens, that the Queen would 

graciously found a Gram mar School for the benefit of the town, 

as could lawfully be done, with some portions of the chan try lands. 

Such was the origin of Queen Mary's School. 

A curious document, dated l 502, and directed to the "Mai or 

.and hi s bredren,'' prescribes that they "shal kepe ther drynkynges iiii 
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tymes in the yere, and hee that is absent a t ony of th ose drynkynges 

to forfett a pounde of waxe to burne for th e light of the chapel! of 
. ·aynte I...:.ate ryn in th e ·sayd churche," &.:c. 

In th e \ 'al or E ccles iasti cus of r5 35 Walsall is noted as being a 

vicarage and having ten chantri es, particulars of all of which are given. 

During th e 17th century many benefactions were given to th e church, 

and some of th e old tables reco rdin g them are 'skied' in undreamt-of 
<'Orners of th e church. 

The list of incumbents ex tends over a peri od of nearl y 7 00 

years, and is fairl y complete from l\Iagister Seri o, instituted in 1211 , 

to th e present Vicar, th e R ev. R obert H odgson, M.A., RD., inducted 

in i 883. Th e living is valued at £410, and the patronage is held by 

1.ord Brad ford. The oldest registe r .is dated 15 7 0, and is fairly we ll 
preserved. 

Of th e date of th e first church erected here we have no d efin ite 

kn owl edge. It is mentioned as ea rly as 1200, and th e E arly English 

crypt is conj ectured to have been a porti on of it. A new and la rge r 

building was erected in the latter half of th e 14th century. It 

C'Onta ined large galleries a t the four cardinal points, and an organ, 

des troyed by th e Oliverians d uring the Civil \Va r. At the west door 

was an enc losed porch, wh ere th e " fire engines " were kept. The 

windo11·s contained va ri ous coats of arms, and St. Cath erine's Chapel 

a pa inting of th at saint with her wh eel. There were a lso several 

monum ents, one to Sir Roge r Hillary, of Bescot, wh o died in 1391 ; 

this, after a vaned and viol ent experience, may still be seen in a 

dilapidated sta te in th e crypt of th e church. O f thi s sta tu e Dr. 

Wilkes wrote: " I was much pl eased with th e line a ttitude of th e 

old cross-legg'd Hillary in \\lalshale church, which I stopped to see ... 

In 18 19 the fabric was tak en down with the exce ption of the 

tower, spire, and chancel, and re-buil t on the o ld fo undation at 

a ost of more than £ 17 ,000. In 1880 it was aga 111 extensively 
:dtcred . 

The prin cipa l fea tures of the ex isti ng church may no1r 

be briefl y indicat.ed. O n entering th e nave an inclinati on of th e 

chance l to th e north is distin tly perceptible. The nave itself is 

lofty with massive plaister pendants from th e roof. The gallerie · 
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are supported with light iron columns which terminate in fine 

pointed arches, but which impress the idea that they are too slender 

and de licate for the proportions of the bui lding. The transepts are 
short and blocked up by galleries. 

The chancel was partly re-bu ilt in 18 79 th rough the exertions 

of the Rev. Prebendary Allen, and was fo rmerly separated fro m the 

rest of the church by a lofty th ree-decker pulpit and a gallery 

which contained the organ. T hese were swept away and the 

chancel thrown open. From an old window of the date 1400, 

hidden between the organ and vestry wall, the new windows of 

the chancel were cop ied. Some of the old stall s are still preserved. 

Th ey are carved with grotesque fig ures of men, animals, and 
fanciful designs, and their probable birth was in some monastic 

build ing of the midd le ages. Above are indicati ons that 

the stalls were formerly canopied. The memorial east window to 

Sister Dora was the work of :Messrs. Burlison and Grylls, of 

London, and cost £300. I t contains five lights and illustrations 

of the Crucifixion, the Seven Acts of Mercy, &c. An inscri ption 

records that " This window was erected to the Glory of God in 

loving memory of Sister Dora, who entered into rest, Christmas 

E ve, 1878, by numerous friends." 

The organ is both ancient and modern . I t was built in 

i 7 7 3 by Green, enlarged in 1844 by the elder Bishop, and in 

i 880 entirely re-modelled, whil st several stops have been added 

recently. It is now a very fin e instrument and combines the 

mellowness of age with th e most valuable improvements of the day. 

A sedilia on the south of the chancel has been restored by 

Miss Brace. Some large stones once bore fi gures of the sain ts 

and bear the marks of having been richl y carved. On this side 

also a doorway leads by a fl ight of steps through the thick 

wall in to the churchyard. On the north are two doorways 

·originally fo rming means of commu nication with the churchyard 

and the crypt underneath the chancel. 

The carved oak pulpit was given by Mr. · Samuel Russell, 

the reading desk by Mr. Alfred Thacker, and the lectern by Mr. 

Samuel H arvey, Mr. Benjamin Love contributing the stand . Valuable 



gifts were also made by Mrs. Allen and others. Numerous monu

ments, brasses, and memorial tablets may be noted on the walls. 

The communion plate, which has been re-moulded, bears the name 

of Humphrey Persehouse of Reynolds' Hall, by whose executors 

it was given to the church in 1697. 

There are two other stained-glass windows in the chancel. 

One, the "Ch ildren's ·window," the cost of which was raised 

principally by the offerings at children's services; the other inserted 
a few weeks since, to the memory of Mr. Henry Brace, by his 

relatives. During the past year also, the church has been enriched 

by the addition of a handsome carved oak Choir Vestry Screen, 

which is also in memory of Mr. Brace, by the congregation. The 

chancel window when completed are intended to depict the earthly 

life of J esus. 
The west window is at present in a very dilapidated 

condition. It contains a stained-glass figure of St. Matthew, 

and in i847 was injured by an explosion of gas which killed 

one of the beadles and caused great damage to the interior 

of the building. A drawing by Mrs. Sharwood depicting the 

destruction may be seen in the vestry. The tower, built of rough 
limestone, has been re-cased, and contains an illuminated clock 

put up in r 86 5, by the exertions of the late Mr. D. S. Moore, 

Surgeon. Of the ten bells in the belfry, eight are by Rudhal I, 

of Gloucester, and two by Taylor, of Loughborough. They all 

bear inscriptions, and the tenor weighs 23 cwt. 1 qr. 16 lbs. From 

the parapet of the tower may _be seen not only the noble proportions 
of the spi re, but one of the most extensive and striking views in 

th e county. 

At the eastern end of the church is a massive Goth ic archway 

which supports the chance l, and under which was an ancient 

path way leading over the Church Hill. A small doorway gives 

entrance to the outer crypt, which, with the old arch and the 

foundat ions of the chancel, is part of the 14th century ch urch. 

The large vaulted chamber into which we enter is though t to 

have been formerly a chapel and sitting or lodging room for the 

"Morrow Mass Priest," similar instances to which are found throughout 



the country. At the west end is a door and two small lancet 

windows, supported by a thick buttressed wall. This is the original 

crypt and is of Earl y English design. lt has a fine vaulted roof 
strengthened with ponderous groinings of stone. To the west a 

winding passage led upwards to the ancient churcl1, and the remains 

of an arnbre fo r holding the chalices, &c., used during Mass, may 

still be seen. The open ings th rough the thick of the wall have 

been made at a subsequent period, probably for the admission of 

light and air. 
Whilst leav ing the churchyard we may remark that the scene 

in front was formerl y a centre of busy life. On the left stood the 

first workhouse, put up in 1727, of which the gable end still 

remains. The "Leathern Bottle," another old house in front, has 

stood for generations, and witnessed many a scene of merriment. 

In I 7 50 some men were convicted for having caused a riot on 

the "Hill " by setting up an image dressed in the likeness of a 

man, holding an orange in one hand and a bunch of turnips in the 

other, with a rope twisted round his neck and on his breast a paper 

labelled " This is King George the Second." That they then 

"raised and fixed a gibbett in th e street, and hung the image by 

the neck, with a pair of horns set upon the head ; that they fired 

shots at the body many times amidst great shoutings and clapping of 

hands, and this they continued doing till two o'clock the next 
morning, after which they burned the body." 

A row of old houses stood between the churchyard and the 

"Leathern Bottle," forming the northern side of the street ; and still 

closer to the church was the Grammar School, shaded by some 
lofty · elms. The school house, an old timbered build ing, was 

probably the "Burges H all," or St. John's H all, belonging to the 

brethren of the Guild with whose estates it was subseq uently 

endowed. A master's house, a stone yard, and a lot of tumble-down 

buildings were also crowded in to this ci rcumscribed space, and shu t 

in the church almost entirely. During the past century these have 

been removed at various times, and thu opened out the view of the 
sacred structure. 

Leaving HILL STREET, formerly the " Big Hill," on our left we 



pass through T EMPLE STREET, once a narrow passage named " Crooked 

All ey,'' and reach NEw, formerly N ewgate, STREET, a winding 

thoroughfare characteri stic of th e old town, and once a principal 

entrance from Birmingham. Th ere are in the neighbourh ood several 

quaint old houses, and the industrio us antiquary will hard ly fail to 

fjnd interesting interiors with massive oak doors and panellings, 

shewing that their form er owners well knew how to make themselves 

corn fortable. 
L eaving ew Street by its eastern end , we reach B1 RMINCHA ~ l 

STREET, where is an old house bearing a brick tabl et "J-ts. 1662." 

H ere stood the residence of Captain H enry Stone, the Parliamentarian 

captain referre<l to elsewhere. It subsequently became a famou 

hostelry, known as the "Wheat heaf," and was taken down in 1813. 

The Bm11u NGHAM ROAD and SUTTON R OAD, furth er on, are very 

pleasant residential suburbs. 
Turning to the left at the top of Birmingham Street, we come 

to the "Fm LDGATE," once the limit of the town on this side. At the 

"Black Boy " Inn were held the meetings which resulted in th e 

"Walsall Political Union," and largely contributed to make Walsall 

a representative town. SA DWELL STREET, so called from a sand 

well near, leads to the "vVINDMlLL." In 1 305 a grant was made 

to ir Roger Morteyn of "a certain road to the windmill of 

\Valshale for a cart and horses at pleasure, &c." 
Near here is SS. MICHAEL AND ALL A NGELS' CHURCH, 

erected in 1870-71 , which is enriched by beautiful stained glass 

windows, and is well worth a visit. The Vicar is the Rev. J. 
F enwick Laing. The parish in 1881 had a population of 6,600. 

The church is in the midst of the large and populous district 

of CALD~IORE, sprung up within the past few years, and converting 

the pleasant " hamlet of the windmill " into almost a town of itself. 

A visit should certainly be paid to th e old house of aldmore, 

now shorn of its form er stateliness and converted into an inn known 

as "THE WHITE HART. " The building is supposed to have been 

erected by George Hawe about the middle of the 16th century. 

It is Elizab:;ethan in style and in form of the letter L, a porch 

with arched seats occupying the inner angle. It is built wholly 



of brick, and the strings, which also form hood-moulds to the 

windows, are effectively formed of small blocks of moulded terra 

cotta, la id with thick joint.. A good view of the house as it 

stood within memory 1s given in the engraving. Tradition and 

probability point to this house as being the one where Queen 

Henrietta Maria stayed in July, 1643, as she passed through the 

town. George Hawe who entertained her was fined to the extent 

of £ 2 r 2. Plot speaks of a remarkable pear tree "at Colmoore, 

at th e house of the heirs of Mr. Thomas Hawe, which (like 

Glastonbury thorn ), though in frost and snow puts forth blossom · 
at Christmas." 

A narrow lane in front of the house marks an ancient road 

lead ing to Wednesbury. Caldmore old hall, every trace of which has 

been swept away, stood in the near neighbourhood, whilst th e 

remains of 'Whitehall are not many hundred yards distant. Further 

on lies the rapidly growing suburb of PALFREY . . Here is a public 

recreation ground called PALFREY PARK, containing about eight ac res, 

made out of land belonging to the Corporation, and appropriated 



by them, with the consent of the Lords of the Treasury, to its 

present use. It was laid out and planted at a cost of £ 1,000, 

and opened in 1888. On the confines of Palfrey is the CoRPORATION 

SEWAGE FARM, which has an area of about q8 acres. It was 

purchased by the Corporation in 1882, at the cost of about £30,000, 
and subsequently laid out for its pre~ent purpose, th e works being 

des igned by the late Borough Surveyor, Mr. W. J. Boys. 

Returning towards th e town we pass BATH STREET, deriving 

its name from the baths formerly situated near there. The OLD 

BFRJAL GROUND on the right was laid out in 17 5 I in consequence 

of the overcrowded condition of S. Matthew's Churchyard. For 

many years this Burial Ground has been practically closed. It has 

long been in anything but a creditable condition as showing 

proper respect to the dead. But we are pleased to know that th ere 

is an early prospect of its being made something more Christian

like in appearance, and worthier of its sacred character. It has been 

conveyed by the Vicar tu the Corporation, and will, we hope without 

delay, be decently restored, and kept in proper order. Opposite 

the Burial Ground are th e MOLLESLEY ALMSHOUSES, built by the 

Corporation in r825 on account of the public dissatisfaction caused 

by the distribution of the "Moseley Dole," one of the most curious 

of Walsall customs. Its exact origin is lost; but tradition relates 

that a gentleman named Thomas Mollesley while once riding 

through Walsall on Twelfth Night Eve heard a child cry for bread, 

and being impressed by this c ircumstance settled upon the town 

his manor of Bascote, in order to prevent a like occurrence in 

thP. future. Another account says that the estate was left for the 

purpose of performing annually an obit for the souls of Mollesley 

and his wife in the church of Walsall, and that on the even ing 

of Twelfth Day the bellman summoned the people to repair to 

the church to pray for the sou ls of the donor a nd his wife, a 

dole being given at the same time. Without speculating upon 

this obscure point we may remark that the dole consisted in th e 

distribution of one penny to every man, woman, a nd child, in 

the parishes of Walsall and Rushall. The distribution was made 

by the Serjeants -at-Mace and was given to strangers as well as 



residents. I n 1539 the "Dole " amounted to £7 10s. 9d; in l 799 
it had reached the sum of £90, and in l 77 0 on an at tempt 

being made by the corporati on to with hold it "an enraged populace 

clamourously fo rced its contin uance." 

C lose here are fo ur other A1.l\1 HOUSES fo unded by J ohn 

H arpur, of Rushall , in 15 19, and rebu il t in 1878. 

From the r is ing ground we have a good view of the O LD 

V 1CARAGE, in the time of Sha11·, "bosomed h igh 'neath tufted trees." 

The latter were some fi ne sycamores, but have long given place 

to a modern plantati on, wh il st the house it. elf is now di vided 

into two, and the '-Vicarage Moo r," whence the town used to 

derive its water supply, is now completely buil t over, VICARAGE 

STHEET, a residential thoroughfa re lead ing to Cald more, being cut 

through it. H ere is th e VICARAGE STR EET BAPTIST C HAPEL, 

erected in 18 79, at a cost of £ 4,ooo, as an offshoot of the Stafford 

Street Baptist Chapel. It is a spacious building, with sitting 

accommodati on for 680, and has commodious Sunday Schools 

adjoining. The pastor is the R ev. A. H ampden Lee. 

Beyond the Vicarage is the R oman Catholic Chapel of ST. 

MARY'S, T HE l\!Iou:-<T, erected in 1826, at a cost of £ 1,500, raised 

by th e exerti ons of the R ev. Father Martyn, whose remains are 

buried in front of the altar. The style of the build ing is Ionic, and 

th e Archi tect was Ireland. The Church is one of a certain number 

styled "Missionary R ectories,'' where the Priest is not liable to 

removal. The present rector is the R ev. J. E. McCarten, D.D. , who 

succeeded the Rev. Father Lovi in 18 78. T he White Marble Altar 

was the gift o( :.Ir. Francis R ay nes, as a me,11orial of h is firs t wife. 

The large statues of our Lord and the Virgin Mary were also g ifts 

to the Church. T he fo urteen "Stations of the Cross "-each a 

study of grouping, form, and colour,-are from the studio of 

R affi. & Co., Pari s. 

T H E COTTAGE HOSPITAL. 

Close at hand is the Cottage H ospital, an institution which 

has become fa mous throughout the length of the land, from its 

associations with ister D ora. It originated in the year 1863 in a 
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small house in Bridge Street, containing at first only eight beds,. 

and was opened on the principle of the one at Middlesborough, the 

fi rst of its kind in the kingdom. The nursing was undertaken by 

sisters of the Institution of the Good Samaritan. In J anuary, 1865, 

Sister Dora came to Walsall , and in the following November, at 

the urgent request of the Committee, she consented to remain 
permanently. H er life and loving work are dwelt upon elsewhere. 

The H ospital soon became inadequate to th e number of cases 

which resorted to it, and in 1868 the memorial stone of a more 

spacious building was laid at the Mount. The site cost £z,ooo, 

and £ r , r5 0 1rns spent in enlarging and adapting the premises 

wh ich stood upon it. In 1875 a terribl e explos ion occurred at 
the Green Lane Furnaces, and the numerous cases received from 

it aroused public at tention to the urgent need of a larger and more 

suitable building. F unds were not long in forthcoming, and the 

present ad mirable hospital was opened in 1878. Its cost was about 

£5,ooo, and the architects were JV[essrs. H enman, H arri on, and 

Perrott, of London. 
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From the H ospital grounds an extensi,·e view is obta ined of 

the town and its outskirts. On the immediate left is the 

CONGREGATIONAL C H RCH, \ VED ' ESBURV ROAD. It was built 

in 1859 at a cost of about .£4,000; the lecture room, school room, 

and class room adjoining cos ting about £ 1,oco more. T he Church, 

which is of b rick with stone dressing, and crocketed 'p inn ncles, will 

seat about 600. In 1t are three stained glass windows, th e large 

one in fron t having full length fi gures of Luther, Wi ckliffe, and 

Melancthon, the two small er ones representing ] acob's Drenm, wi th 

the angels ascend ing and descend ing, and the annou ncement of the 

birth of Christ to the 'hepherds. The pre ent pasto r, the R ev. 

T. Hindsley, commenced hi s mini stry in 1870. 

Near at hand too a re the H ENRY BoYS ALi\I HOUSES, erected 

and endowed in 1887 by th e munifi cent li berality of Mr. H enry Boy-, 

a t a cost of £ i o,ooo. T he Architect-l\'[r. F . E. F. Bailey, of 

vValsall- has bee n success ful in plann ing th e houses so ::is to be 

not only ad mirnbly adapted to th e requ irements of th e inmates but 

to be a real addition to th e nrch itectural features oi the tow n. 
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Just below the Almshouses is CORPORATION STREET in which 

is TRINITY \VESLEYAN CHAPEL, a beautiful and commodious place 

of worship, erected in 1877 at a cost of £1,000. The architecture 

is Goth.ic, and the plan of th e bu ilding is cru ciform, compri sing 

nave, transepts, and choir gall ery. At the north angle is a tower 

and spirelet ri sing to a height of 90 feet. The pulpit is a very 

handsome one of Bath stone, semi-octagonal. It is supported by 

fou r polished granite columns, and the sides are worked in quat refoil 

panels. Sittings are provided in the chapel for 960 persons, and 

the adjoining school rooms will accommodate 409 ch ildren. 

Returning to the \Vednesbury Road, the remains of the 

I VA LS ALL RACECOURSE are to be seen. These races were once 

fashionable in th e sporting world and att racted numerous vis itors. 

In 1828 th e Gold Cup was won by "Maria Darlington,'' a chestnut 

mare, and the event was celebrated by Miss Foote afterwards 

Countess of Harrington, singing the "Little Jockey" at the Walsall 

Theatre. A Grand Stand . tood nearer the town and a good view 

of it is given in Pearce's History of 1813, enabling one to form 

a good idea of its rural surroundings at that time. In 1879, the 

land having been acquired by the Midland Railway Company and the 

races having been done away with, the Stand was sold and taken 

down. The racecourse it. elf belonged to the lord of the manor, 

but by right of ancient custom the freeholders of the parish claimed 

the privil ege of pasture from Lammas Day to Candlemas every year. 

This \\'as probably one of the "liberti es" granted by Sir William 

Ruffus in the time of Edward III. In 1879 these rights were 

sold to the Midland Railway Company for about .£9,ooo. This sum 

has been appropriated for the provision of places of recreation, 

and the ground has been adapted for railway purposes. 

Beyond the racecourse is the CDJETERY, formed in 1857. 

I t covers an area of 13 acre , has two mortuary chapels and 

a keeper's lodge, and is under the control of the Town Council 

act ing as the Burial Board. H ere Sister Dora is buried beneath 

an unpretentious stone. Sti ll furth er is THE FLECK, meaning 

a waste. Till within forty years ago this place was inhabited 

by a solitary farm house; but it has of late years become a large 
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and populous suburb of Walsall. The CHURCH OF ST. ) oH:-r, 
THE l'LECK, was consecrated in Jul y, 1858, having been erected 

at a cost of £3,398. Th e adjoining par. onage was built in 186 r. 
Near here are the Corporation New Gas Works, the R eservoir of 

the South Sta ffordshire Water \Vorks Company, and the U nion 

Workhouse. 
We may retrace our . teps by Bradford Street, made in 

183 1, at a cost of £2,000, by the Earl of Bradford. H ere are 

the School Board Offices, erected in 188 7, a t a cost of £2,5 00. 
Th e Board has the ca re of over 7,000 children. At the lower 

end of Bradford Street is BRADFORD PLACE, a triangular piece of 

land which was formerly part of the lamrnas lands. Mainly 

through the persistent efforts of th e late Mr. W. Kirkpatrick, it has 

been enclosed and laid out as a public pleasure ground, at a cost 

of £350. Immediately opposite is a building of which Walsall is 

justly proud, 

THE SCIE1 CE & ART INSTITUTE. 

It was in January, i 887- the year of our Queen's Jubilee

that the late :Yir. William Kirkpatrick, as Mayor of the Borough, 

issued to his fellow-citizens an appeal asking them to emulate th e 

good example c f H.R.H. the Prince of \Vales-who was the n 

suggesting the erection of a grand central Institute building in 

London to be call ed the Imperial In. titute-by erecting in Walsall a 

building adequate and suitable for carrying on the Science and A rt 

teaching of the very inefficient school s already in ex istence, and 

carried on under many disadvantages at R ailway Chambers, Station 

Street. Lord Bradford had already given a most valuable site in 

Bradford Place, its situation being both central and convenient, and 

the result of the Mayor 's appeal, together with the untiring energy 

and enthusiasm of its author and promoter, has been the erection of 

the present noble structure, as the \Vaball memorial of the Victorian 

Jubilee. 

The history of the Institute in the past is one of long and very 

gradual growth. From small and almost unobserved beginnings, 

through many difficulties, it has proved itself worthy of its present home. 
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As far as we are informed, the first move towards the tea hing of 
popular and elementary Art was made about 28 years ago. This was 
a very humble Night Class for the teach ing of drawing, and was 
gathered in the schoolroom of Goodall Street Chapel. It was not 
associated with Ke nsington, the teachers gave gratuitous service, 

and the pupils a penny per night, which was expended in supplies. 

About the year i869, a Government School of Art, with a 
responsible Com mittee, was establ ished in Bridgeman Place,-the 
late Mr. Duignan being chairman, Mr. W. H. R obinson honorary 
secretary, and Mr. Mulligan accred ited master. 

About the same time Government Classes for the teaching of 
Science were formed in the Wesleyan School Rooms, Ablewell Street, 
Mr. Cox being chairman, and Mr. Brocksop hon. secretary, with a 
large and respectable committee. 

October the rst, r 87 2, a meeting was held at the Station 
Chambers, in response to a general wish, to unite the Art Classes of 

Bridgeman Place and the Science Classes of Ablewell Street, and 
their committees, so as to form one Institute. This was done, and 

thus commenced the Walsall .Science and Art Institute, Sir Charles 
Forster, M.P., being chosen president, Rev. A. A. Cole chairman, 
lvir. Brocksop hon. secretary, and Dr. Maclachlan treasurer. It com
menced without funds, in itself a source of many woes and cause of 

many expostulations from the " Department," and even threatening , 
over weary years. 

We give an illustration of the new Institute, now completed. 

The foundation stone was laid on June 2oth, 188 7 (Jubilee Day), by 
the late Mayor (Mr. W. Kirkpatrick), as the first Chairman of the 
Building Committee; and the opening ceremony was performed on 

24th September, 1888, by Sir Charles Forster, Bart., M.P., assisted 
by Alderman H olden, J.P., a the succeeding Chairman of the 
Committee, and also an ardent supporter of the undertaking. 

The building throughout is of somewhat plain but imposing and 

substantial design, the front and sides .being faced with best patent 
red bricks, the window dressings, arches, gable copings, ornamental 
panels, finials, &c., being of best light buff terra-cotta. The architects 
whose designs were selected in competition by one of H. M. 
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at Sou th Kensington, were Messrs. Dunn and Hipkins, of Birming
ham ; and the fac t alone that the Department have voted the 

maximum grant of £ 1 ,000 in aid of the building fund, is of itself a 

5ufficient guarantee that everything poss ible has been done to make 

the Institute in all its numerous departments thoroughly efficient and 

properly adapted for its intended purposes. For its erection th e 
Building Committee worked enthusias ti cally, and the va luable 

services of the Hon. Sec., Mr. J. N. Cotterell, were recognised by 
a presentation to him, by the Committee, on the 3 rst May las t. 

The total cost, inclusive of furnishing and fittings, has been 

about £6,ooo, of which amount on ly a small sum remains unsub

scribed. The maintenance of th e Institute, with its numerous staff 

of qualified professors and competent teachers, is supported by 

Government grants from the Department, supplemented by annual 

subscriptions of the inhabitants, to whom many advantages are 

offered. 

Some idea of the present vigour and work of the Society and 

its worth may be gathered from the fact that during the first session 

of classes held at the new Institute upwards of one thousand 

six hundred class students enroll ed themselves in one or other 

of the seventy classes held in the several branches of Science, 

Fine Art, Natural History, Literature, Mathematics, or Music. 
Special Classes are also held in leather tanning, metallurgy, 

carpe_ntry and joinery, steam and the steam engine ; and the study 

of shorthand also receives full attention. It will thus be seen that 

the Institue proves itself worthy of the noble home provided for it 

by the cheerfu l. munifi cence of the community, and so makes com

plete the scale of popular education, and gives good hope that 

·w alsall may still hold its own in the race of intelligent progress. 

T he advantages to the town of posses$ing such an Institute 

are incalculable. Within its walls the poorest, equall y with the 

well-to-do, may obtain the benefit of the most efficient education. 

It is calculated to make its influence felt alike in every home and 

in every circle of our town and neighbourhood-That influence 

must be an influence for good, since every step that is taken in 
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educating the masses of the people must make them better, wiser, 

and happier, and so better able properly to perform their duti s 

and responsibilities as members of society and citizens .. 
Visitor to the town can inspect the building at any time upon 

application to the Curator. 
In the rear of the Institute is the curriery of E. T. H olden, 

Esq., one of the largest not only in the town but in the world. 

Arri ving at THE BRlDCE we may now, as Ainsworth would 

have said , "shape our course " along PARK STREET, which within 

memory was occupied mostl y by miserable cottages and shaded 

on either side by trees. In 1645 Richard Stone and Thomas 

Osborne of ' ' Parke-streete" were fined£ 10 each for the support of th e 

Rebel Parliament. In . 1776 the road was paved, and in 17i4 we 
read that the New Inn is "genteelly fitted up and the bedding and 

furniture are mostly new and very good, which with the chaises and 

horses wili be sold at a fair appraisement. " At the back of the Inn 

was a well-known "cock-pit" which was chiefly patronized during race 

times, for the cards in 1820 concluded with the words "Cocking 

as usual. " On the right side a li ttle higher up was a "Bell 

Foundry," carried on by H ancox and Clibury, and in 1634 they 

cast the great bell of St. Mary's, Lichfield. This place of business 

was called the " Pott H ouse in the Parke Streete." 

The commodious RAI LWAY STATION of the London and rorth 

Western Railway fronts this street. On the ground thus occupied 

stood the Grammar School, removed from the Church Hill in 1813. 
It was a long, narrow, low roofed building with accommodation for 

66 boys, and the school was conducted there until 1847, when it 

was carried into Lichfi eld Street. Park House, on the right, was 

built in 1775, and fronted the "old gates of Walsall Parke." T he 

vacant sp.ace in front form erly called TowN END BANK, and the 
site on which Marsh Street is built were cleared under the Artizans' 

Dwelling Act of 18 7 5, by which was swept away a large area of squalid 

buildings peopled by the lowest and most depraved of the com-
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munity. We give a view of Town End Bank as it appeared before 
the improvement was effected. 

The southern side of Wolverhampton Road was the boundary 

of the Park which extended to Park Brook. The most interesting 

spot is undoubtedly the MOAT, three sides of which are still intact 

and filled with water, the fourth being partly built upon and partly 

used as a garden. The moat is quadrangu lar and encloses an 

extensive plot of land, showing that the building formerly existing 

must have been of good ly size. Thirty years ago some of the old 

foundations were found in digging a trench, but nothing very 

definite was discovered. On this site stood the "Manor House 

of Walsall ," and here was born in 1334 Sir Ralph Bassett the las t 

of his race. His tomb in Lichfield Cathedral was destroyed during 

the Civil War, but it depicted him in complete armour with gauntlets 

upon his upraised hands. The tomb was surrounded by compart

ments containing the arms of his family, and its connections. In 
his will he desires that "whoever should first bear his surname and 

arms should have his great velvet bed for life. " In ancient records 



the Ma nor House is sometimes spoken of as the "capital messuage." 

From the same source we lea rn that the Park was irnparked from 

the time of Kin g John, and was probab ly used fo r hunting purposes 

I y some of the Norman Kings. In the time of Edward III. the 

underwood was cut down, which is said to have destroyed th e 

pasture, and in the reign of H enry VIII. it abounded with "great 

timber trees and deere. " Shortly after his death it appears to have 
been disparked and broken up in to variou. pieces. 

In the fie ld to the east of the Moat was "Alum \Veil ," a once 

famous spring. 1' rom this point and also from the Park's Farm 

further on a fin e view of the town and surrounding neighbourhood 
is obta ined. 

The UNION WORKH OUSE was erected in 1838, at a cost o 

,l 7,600, and has been subsequently enlarged from tim e to time. 

In 1686 the cost of the poor was £97 1 2s. 7d., in 1886-7 it 

amounted to £ 14, 704. On the Pleck Road are several large iron, 
t ube, and galvan izing works. 

Returning towards the town we see on the left ST. ANDREw's 

CHURCH, which was consecrated in ovember, 1887. I t is buil t 

upon a site given by the Earl of Bradford, and cost £3,800. I t 

consists of chancel, nave, north , south, and west aisles, a spacious 

organ chamber and vestr ies, and contains 700 kneelings, wl1ich are 

entirely free and unappropriated. The architect was Mr. J. E. K. 

Cutts, of London. The pop ul at ion of St. ndrew's dist rict is 6,ooo. 

Within a short di tance of th e 'hurch is REED'S WooD 

RECREATI ON GROUND, containi ng :ihout 46 ac res. It was given by 

Lord Bradford for the purposes of a Public Recreation Ground, and 

has been enclosed and partly laid out at a ccst of about £z,ooo, 

over £ 300 having been spent in acqui ring the tenants' rights. 
Originally the in ha bi cants had rights of com mon over the land every 

alte rnate seven years, but these rights have been extingu ished under 
the Land Clauses Act. 

We now p:iss along BLUE L.\NE, so call ed from the Blue Clay 
through 'Vhich it was originally cut, crossing GREEN LA NE, a rural 

walk some thirty years ago, but now lined with houses. To the 

left li es a lime and iron producing district, Tt-1 E Bn,CH JLLS, where, 
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S1.llne years ago, occurred the three calamitous exp los ion ·, whi ch 

resulted in the con truc tion o f the present hospital. In the reign of 

Edward II. Robert Bo nd ren ted three acres of wa te land in th e 

Bircheles, o n th e conditi on th at he shou ld not make any min es 

of limestone in th e ·ame. In Hospital Street, B irchill s, is the 

!JoRoUG H EPJDE~11 c H OSP ITAL, erected by th e Corporation in 1872, 

at a cost of over £2,ooo. It on tains six wards fo r infectio us cases, 

a nd two large conva lescent ward . , with accommodat io n fo r the 

nursing staff. In BLUE L AN I·: E.\ST is ST. PATR JCK's ROMA.\' 

ATH01. 1c C H RCH, erected in 1856. It has sittings fo r 680. 

P ass ing on we r ach STAFFORD STR1'ET, where is T. 

P ETER·:; C HURCH, a n unpre possessing edifi ce of bric k and s ton e. 

lt has a quadrangu lar tower at the east end surm ounted with 

pinnacles, and was erec ted in 18-1-4 at a cost of £5 1000, including 

parsonage. N ear here is th e WESLE YAN CENTENARY CHAPEL, 

erected , as its name implies, as a memorial o f th e \ Ves leyan 

Centenary. It is now und rgo ing a n extensive re ·toration. It is 

the princ ip;:il place o f wo rship of the Second Wesleya n Cir uit in 

\v-alsa ll , whic h has attached to it seven chapels, including th ose in 

C.~.ueen Street and Bloxwich. Com ing down the street we pass TH E 

UNIT.\ R!AN or Christ's Chapel, which wa built in the year r 827, 

and is th e representative o f the old Presbyterian cause in \Va lsa ll. 

The pulpit is sa id to be th e one used at the o ld 11eet in g H o use. 

At th e corner of Lit tleto n Street is th e EnENEZER BAPTIST 

C HAPEL, erected in th e yea r 1845, which will seat nearly l ,ooo, 

:rnd is the centre of a husy a nd act ive co ngregatio n . 

. ..\gain starting from THE BRIDGE, we may v1s1t T . PAUL'S 

CHURCH, a small Ionic building accommodating 650 wo rshippers, 

erected in the year 1826, at a cost of£ 2, 2-1-5, by the go \·ern ors of the 

Grammar School, 1rho held th e patronage until 18 72, wh en th e chapel 

wa · severed from th e school and co nstituted an inde pend ent chu rch, 

th e funds of th e school receiving a· compensation the sum of .£" 1;000, 

raised by the congregation a nd fri ends. The c hapel was co nsecrated 

for publi c service by the Bishop of Lichfield in 1826, but the cha ncel 
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:ind vestry ll"erc not ::tdded until t852 . In 1875 th e present pa ri sh was 

::issigned, and the Rev. E. :\f. FitzGerald, M.A. , appointed vi car. The 

population of th e parish in r 88 c was 4,862 . L arge sc hools, o ne of 

which is fitted up a: a M ission Roo m, we r huilt in 1876. Th ey 

provide acco mm elation fo r 600 c hildren, a nd cos t abou t £ 1, 200. 

An e ffort is no,,· be ing made Lo replace the present uns ight ly hurch 

hy a building more wo rth y of the sp lendid site, a nd m ore suited for 

d ivine worsh ip. The mo ve ment i.- meeting with every encourage

ment, a nd no doubt before long a fin e st ru cture will gr::ice thi positio n. 

~ear th e ch urch is a V icarage H o use, built by subs ripti o n in 1886, 

:it a cost of £2,050. 

Opposite St. Pau r s C hurch a re the Br.. u i:: Co.1T A-"D NAT IONAL 

ScHoor..s, belo nging to th e Pa ri sh C hurch. Th ese handso me 

buildings ,,·ere rected in 1858-9, a l a cost of ahout £5,600, ra ised 

by a sale o f schoo l property and a Go vernm ent grant o f £ 1,960. 

N ear here, al so, is ST. G IWRGE's H ALL, built originall y as a n 

Agric ultura l H a ll in 1868, a t a cost of £3,000, and co nverted into a 

public hall in 188 c at a fu1 th er cost of £3,000. Lt wi ll seat 

nearly 2,000, and has stage, with ret ir ing room s, scene ry, & . , for 

·oncerts and dramatic p erfo rma nces. A th eatri ca l li cenC'c is granted. 

It is th e larges t public ha ll Wa lsall possesses. 

F'e ll" parts of th e toll"n have undergone so striking a n altera tio n 

as this, a nd it is d iffi cult to co nceive that th e locality is reall y the bed 

of a la ke, sur ro und ed by la rge willows, th e stum ps of which we re 

visibl e half ::t ce1 tury ago. Th e lake was fed by two strea rns, a nd 

knmYn as th e " Broad Water," and in th e tim e of H e nry III. was 

known as th e "great fish ery or pool of \Valesha le." On its wes te rn 

bank Jay the commo n fi e ld of Wal a ll , known al so as th e \\ \.<: more, 

and divided into plots of pasture la nd. 

At th e corner of L EICE T E R STREET and JJ.1RWAL1. STREET is 

the P osT O FF ICE, e rected in c879. The Co u:<TY Comn, which has 

an exte nsive jurisdiction, is s ituated at th e ju nction of LICHFIELD 

STREJ·:T with BR IDGE STREET. Th e o ld portio n was erected by a 

compa ny as St. JV[atthew's H a ll in I 83 1, a t ::t cost of r ,600 guin eas, 

for th e purpose o f a Subscri ption Library and R ead ing Room. 

l'roving a fa il ure, it was afterwµrds purchased by :Mr. C ha rl es Darwa ll , 
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when it was used fo r lecture5. concerts, dances, &c. It was su bse

q uentl y sold anrl converted into a County Court. The li brary was 

removed to Mr. Robinson's, The Bridge, where a " Literary and 

Philosophical Institution" was added, and where it remain ed unti l 

18 75, wh en it was given up a nd th e books presented to the Free 
Library. 

Further on, in H atherton Street, is the PRESBYTb:RIAN CH URCH, 

a building in the French Gothic styl e, with sittings fo r 450, Luilt in 

1884. 

Opposite the Cou nty Court is The Bridge H ouse, built by 

Richard Barber in 17 88. L[CHFIELD STREET is a residential locality, 

and was opened in 1824. The l NTOWNS is an ancient pathway 

leading from Lower Rushall Street down to T he Bridge. H alf way 

up Lichfield Street is the GRAMMAR SCHOOL, a fin e building in the 

Elizabethan style, comprising a la rge school-room, class-re on1s, and 

residences for the masters. It was erected in 1847 , and is now called 

Q UEEN M ARY'S SCHOOL, comprising a High School for boys between 

the ages of eight and eighteen, and a Lower School for boys 

from seven to fifteen years, for the convenience of which a new 
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school-room has been built in For ter Street. The income of th e 

school is mainly derived from certain la nds form erly belonging to 

the c.hantri es of the Old Church, and wh ich were granted by Queen 

Mary in 1554. The Letters l:'atent preserve a cu rious portra it 

of the Queen, and contain minute particula rs for th e constiwt10n 

and future management of the school, which has contributed its share 

of eminent scho lars to the Bar, the Church, a nd the learned profes

sions. Th e names of J ohn Hough, Bishop of \V orcester, the hero of 

the " l\fagdalen " dispute, so graph icall y narrated by Macaulay, and 

of J ohn Somers, Lord High Chance ll or of England, are claimed as 

having received their "grammar learning " at this school. 

Facing the Grammar School is the ARBORETUM, opened 1n 

187 1 as a public park. The entrance lodges and wall were built and 

the grounds la id out by a private company, which, however, came Lo 

an impecu nious end. The place was then purchased by th e Town 

Council , as a publ ic recreation ground, for £4,600, £4,ooo of tht: 

sum being paid to Lord Hathenon, and £600 for that portion 

of the grounds belonging to the representatives of the Mellish fam ily, 

the money being part of a sum of £g,ooo paid to the town by the 

Midland Railway Company to extinguish the rights of th e burgesses 

in the bmmas lands. It contains 1 7 acres, 4 being water. The lakt: 

is art ili cial, having been formed by turning the brook cou rse into 

the di sused limestone excavations. The brook, now narrowed to a 

puny strea m, is interesting as formi ng the ancient boundary of th e 

forest of Cannock. In ancient writings it is known as the Or, or 

Hor brook, and further on divides the parishes of ~Walsall a nd 

Rushal l. 

Until Lichfield Street was made the old way to Rushall 

passed across the s ite of the lake . Near the centre stood the 

Butts Gate, and from here the pera mbulation of the parish boundary 

was form erly commenced. The custom of "beating the bou nds " 

was carr ied on until the year 1807. 

On th e r ising gro und to th e cast stood REYNOLDS' HALL, 

an anc ient mansion ap proached from the town by a long carriage 

drive and an avenue of trees. The ha ll and gardens were destroyed, 

in order to get at the limestone, about the beginning of the present 
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century. I t was bu il t by an old fam il y named R eynolds, and from 

them descended to the Persehouses, who lived here for generat ions, 

until the last, dy ing ch ildl ess in l 772, left th e estate lo the ancestors 

of th e H atherton family. Jn l 743 J ohn W esley paid a memorable 

vi sit to the tow n, and was brought lo W m. l)e rse house, of R ey nold s 

H a ll, who, however, sent word that he was in bed. Wc: lcy was then 

conducted back through the town, where he was roughly mobbed and 

nearly lost his li fe, and, according to his bi other Charles, " looked 

like a hero from th e battlefie ld. " 

Nearer the town, and on a line with the old scat of th e 

Persehouses, is . 'T. GEORGE'S C HURCH, bu ilt in i 87 3-4, a t a 

cost of up1rards of £ 1,000 (exclusive of L01rer and spire, which 

are not yet erected) . It is a handsom e stn ne building, and will 

accomm odate abo ut 700. The nr hi tcct was M r. Hobert G riffith s, 

o f Stafford . 

H OLTS H1 LL, THE ]'.1DD CK, and TAN'l'AHHA are a ll o ld names 

in this locality, and by turning down e ither of the latter we o rne into 

BLEWELL STREET, anoth er ancient road way. In olden 1imes it went 

by the name of Aval wall 'treet, in the course of whi ch on e it her sid<.: 

were pools of water fo rmed by th e li rn eworks, whi ch were largely 

carri ed out in this pa rt of the town. PooL STJrnET and L1 rn P1T 

B.\NK are suggestive names, and so me old timbered houses are still 

to be seen. 

In E LDON STREET are three Almshouses, founded in l 886 by 

.Mr. John F. C ru mp, fo r perso ns "in reduced circumsta nces and on~ r 

60 years old ." Other Alm~hnu es, at Caldmore and Bullo k's Rmr, 

have been recently founded by 1Ir. Edward ::\Iarsh and th e late 

::\lr. Samuel Cox. 

The WESLE\'.\N CH .\PEL, in Ablewell Street, is a fine structu re 

of brick, capable of seating i ,700 persons. It was e rected in 1859 at 

a cost of about .£5,000. By it · ·idc stands its predecessor, erected 

in 1829, now used as Sl..hools, and having accommodation for some

th ing like 700 scholars. The hapel is the principal one of the first 

Wals1ll circuit, in connection with whi ch there are chapels at Dale 

Street, Corporation Street, and Melli sh Road, Walsa ll : Pelsa ll, Great 

Barr, t\ldr idge, Brownhills, \ Val all Wood, and H eath End . On th e 
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site of the present Ablewell t reet hapel tood th e Old Red I ,ion , a n 

ancient hostelry associated with th e name o f Queen Elizabeth , but, as 

befo re re mark ed, \rith out any reasonable ground. TH E D 1'C H 1<: is 

another a ncient way lead in g up to the church. 

P as: in g d own BRIDGE . " rn E lff we may noti ce, at th e corn e r of 

Goodall S treet, th e B OROUGH OFF! E , a nn e block of buildings 

acq uired by th e C orporation o n th e purchase by th em in T876 

of tha t part of the undertak ing o f th e Sta ffordsh ire Gas Company 

lying wi thin th e borough. H ere arc th e Offices of th e Town 

Clerk, the B rough Su rveyor, th e Borou gh Accountant, the Inspectors 

of Nuisances, and th e Corporation Gas \Vorks. A few yards lower 

d o w1) th e st reet is ' D ean ' pu rri er's ho use built in 17 7 3, and no \\" 

occup ied by a firm of sol ic itors. B ri dge tr et was co nstru ted in 

q66, a nd was call ed th e N ew R oad . It afforded a n eas ier :icccss 

to th e· Birm ingha m Road, a s until thi s lime a ll tra ffi c from The 

Bridge was obli ged to go by th e top of th e to wn and d o\\"n Ru : hall 

Street. In F1rnER STREET, 1rhich branches fro m Bri dge Street a t its 

junction with Li chfi e ld and D arwall Streets, is the T1~ ~ 1 PERANCE 

H ALL, a ha nd so me and well arranged public ha ll , erected in i866, 

capa ble of seating from Soo to r ,ooo. .It has a stage 20 by 23 

feet, with conveni ent ret iring roo ms. Th e ex its have been lately 

improved, a nd are no w all th a t co uld be d esired . J ust opposite 

is th e YOUNG IVl EN'S CHRISTIAN A SSOCIATION, an institution, un 

s ctari an and non-politi cal, devoted to the spiritual, social, physical, 

and in tell ectu al welfa re of young m en. The bu il d in g has a Lecture 

H all , R ead ing R oo m, a nd a very successful G ymnasium, with sma ll e r 

R ecreation and Committee R oom. . R eturnin g to Bridge . 'trect, 

we pass by the BRlDGE STREI<:T ONGREG.\TIONM, CHAPEL, erected 

in I 79 r, at a cost of £ 2, r 25 I 3s. od., the funds being obtained by 

pu blic subscripti on a nd th e sale o f the old bu ilding in Dudley 

Street. In its early days its was the p rin cipal home of N o n

conformity in the to wn , and had a m ost in fluen ti a l co ngregati on. 

\Ve have now reviewed most of th e interestin g features of old 

and new Wal sall , but th e inqui sit ive trave ll e r wi ll still find mu h to 

arrE's t his attention and re ward hi s patient sea rch. 



INSTITUTIONS Ol' THE TOWN. 
r-•----<-

There are num erous Institutions and Societi es in the town 

which have not been mentioned in our descriptive sketch ; but 

without a reference to which no guide to Walsall would be complete. 

T he town is a busy working hive, la rgely given over to manufactures 

and commerce, and with littl e attraction for the idler or the pleasu re 

seeker. But in the midst of their busy occupation:, our tow nsmen 

· nd time to cult ivate the in tellectual side of life, and to indulge in 

the recreatio n so essential to a healchy state of existence. The 

numerous institutions for the education and advancerntnt of the 

people, and fo r . relaxat ion and amusement will compare favo urably 

with those of many towns of greater pretensiuns. It is the object 

of this chapter to describe such of these as have not hitherto been 

dealt with - to gather up as it were, what remains after an inspection 

of the more visible institutions and the bricks and mortar of the 

town. 

THE CHAt.lllER OF COMMERCE is a most usefu l Institut ion Lo 

the manufacturers of the borough, and has for its obj ect- the 

promotion of measures calcu lated to benefit the mercantile and 

trad ing interests of its members, and the town and trad e in genera l. 

I t has done much good in th is direction a lready. By its influence 

the postal service of th e town has been much improved, and 

the Chamber has become a centre where samples of Government 

.' tores are sent, and for the supplying of which tenders are a kcd 

from local manufacturers. This has frequently resu lted · in large 

Govern ment Contracts being secured for the town. The Chamber 

has a lso taken an active part in opposing the proposed alterat ion 

in Rail way Rates, and promoting or opposing other Parliamentary 

schemes affecting the local industri es. Its offices are situated on 

T he Bridge. The rnanagernent of th e Chamber is in the hands 
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o f a President a nd s ixteen members of Coun ii e lected at th e 

:rnnua l m eetin g. 

B AN KS.- There are four Ba nks 111 \ Val sall, viz. :- LLO\"OS 

BANK L1wT1m , in High S treet ; with a Branc h 01 en on M ondays, 

T h ursday: , and Saturd ays, at Bloxwich BIRMINGHAM BANK ING 

CoMPAN\' Lt~l!TED, at present having bran ches both on The 

Bridge a nd in Pa rk "treet ; an d with a Branch a t Bloxwich. The 

B un 11 NG H1UI AND MlDL:\ ND BANK LIMITED, The Bridge . 

BIRM ING HAM, D1sTRICT, AND CouNni::s BA, K, in tempora ry offi ·es, 

L e icester trce t. 

TH E SECOND VOLUNTEE R BATTA!.I ON SOUTH STAFF RDSH l RJ·: 

REG t ~rnNT has its head q ua rters at vValsa ll , whic h supplies four 

Companies (th ree in Wa ls:tl l a nd one in Bloxwich) to its strength . 

The Dri ll Hall is ituated in Whittimcre St reet, a nd was erected 

in 1866, at a cost of £1,500. Adjoining th e H all a re offices and 

arm oune ·. The stre ngth of the Wa l a ll Compan ies a t the las t 

re turn were :- -

A Company ( Wa lsall ) 89 effi c ients 

B 
" " 92 " c 
" " 

86 
" 

D (Bloxwich) ! 11 
" 

Staff 4 

382 
There is a n excelle nt Hand, a nd an A mbu la nce Corps with a very 

complete wagon a nd o utfit, connected with the Battalio n. 

Yr::o~tANRY.-The Wa lsa ll Troop of Queen's Own R oyal 

Staffordsh ire Yeomanry numl>e rs 5 r me ml>er · of all rank s. Th e 

head quarters of th e troop are a t the George H ote l. 

TH E \VAL.SALL I JTERARY l l'ST JTUTE h::is been one o f the 

most successful socie ties connected wi th th e in te ll ectua l li fe o f the 

town. It originated in the year i 884, and was at once take n up 

with sp irit. It has for its object t he provis ion of lectures and 

enterta inm ents by the bes t availabl e expo 111;:11ts in th e various 

departm ents of Scie nce, Art, Literature, a nd Music. These are va ri ed 

by social gatherings. Amongst the men of mark who have addres5ed 



its members, 111 ay be mentioned th e names of the Ven. A rchdeacon 

.Fa rrar, D. D., F.R. S. : Sir J ohn Lubbock, Bart. M. P . ; The Righ ~ 

H on. the Earl of D unraven and M ou nt Earl, M. P.; and 

P rofessor Massie, J\L,\ . ; who have occupied in succes>ion the 

P res idential Chair. Among th e lecturers have been Professo r 

E. A. F reeman, Professo r J. Stu art Blackie, T hos. H ughes, Esq, 

Q.C.; Rev. P rovost Nor thcote, M r. Archibald Forbes, Mr. H . J\1 . 

Stanl ey, R v. Dr. I h i linger, Mr. J ohn F rancis Barnett, th e late 

Mr. R. A. Proctor, i\ L i\[ ax O'R ell , Mr. J us tin McCarthy, M.P.: 

Pr ince K ra potkin, ]{ cv. H. R. H aweis, Mr. C . J. H olyoa ke, 1r 

R obe rt S. Ball , Mr. H arry Fu rni ss, Mr. E rn est P auer, l\Ir. Oscar 

Wilde, &c., &c. T he In st itute has been a great fin ancial success. 

Alth ough it has made severa l gra nts to th e Science and Art Institute, 

a nd to the T em perance H al l, in which its lectures are held, it had, 

according to th e las t report, th e sum of £430 7s. 8d. to its c redi t 

in th e bank. In connec tion with th e Institute is a R eading R oom, 

in Bridge Street, comfo rtably furnished, and suppli ed with th e best 

periodicals and magazines. 

T HE WALSA LL P HILH ARMON IC UNION, th e principal musical 

society of the tOll'n , and numbering some 200 members, is devoted 

to the cu lti vation of tn e best concerted music, both voca l and 

inst rum enta l. I t ll'as established in the year r 863, and has with 

varying fort une cont inued since then to produce the works of th e 

great musical masters. In 1880 it amalgamated with a ki ndred 

so iety, the "Walsall Choral U 111 on." L ately the Society has ll'orked 

in conjunction ll'ith the Literary Institute, under ll'hose auspices its 

principal concerts have been given. T he conductor of th e Union 

is D r. C. S11·innerton H eap, Mus. Bae., Cantab. Rehearsa ls are be l<l 

el'ery J\Ionday eve ning during the season. 

THE WAL ,\LL ORCHESTRAi. UNION was fo rmed in r884 for 

the practice of the best concerted :\lus ic. I t numbers ::i.bou t twen ty 

members and meets on Tuesday even ings during the season in th e 

Commit tee Room of the T emperance H all. 

T RIN ITY COLLEGE L OCAL E XA MINATIONS IN M us tc (Walsall 

Cen tre). One h undred and tll'enty Certificates have been gained 



a t this centre smce its fo rma ti o n 111 i 879, a nd several valua l.J lc 

lo a l prizes have been subscri bed fo r by th ose in terested in th e 

c ul tiva ti on of music. Th e Examina tiuns are held half-yea rl y in J une 

and D ecember. 

TH E I NSTJTUTE SOCIETY was form ed in 1883, and reco n

stru cted in J 888 . Il has for its object th e promotio n o f Science, 

1\ rt, Literature, a nd Music. T11e Society meets o n th e second and 

fo urth Thursday in each month, a t th e Science and A rt In titute, 

a nd pas t a nd present Stude nts of th a t In 'titution a re encouraged 

to join. The roon~ is opened at seven o'clock fo r conversati on a nd 

for peru sal of scie ntifi c peri odi a ls, a nd the meetin gs which usuall y 

co nsist of lec tures o r pa pers by th e mem be rs, fo ll owed hy di . cussion, 

comm ence at eight o'clock. 

THE F1.0 R1 T Snc 1ETV, estab li shed in 1879, is a I.J od y 11 aving 

for its object th e e ncourage ment, a mongst th e working classes 

. pecia ll y, the growth and c ultivatio n o f fl owers, fr uit a nd vegetables,

sometliing lik e three-fourth s o f its prize mo ney being g iven to th e 

.l\mate ur a nd Co ttager lasses, a nd o nl y o ne-fourth to outs ide 

compet iti on. It holds a n exhibi tion a nnu a ll y, fo r two lays, 

in S t. George's H a ll. At th e 1888 sh o1Y, the nu mber of e ntries 

in the Members' C lasses was 681, an d the amou nt of money ta ken 

in p rizes (exclusive o f special prizc.s in kind) £ .p 18s. Gel . T he 

number of members a t tl-.e iss uing of th e last report was 86. 

'fHE C HESS C1.u B meets in th e Nfoso ni c l~oom, Dragon H ote l, 

every Friday e ve ning fro m October to May . It has upwards of 

twenty meml.Jers. Vi si tors are cord ially 1relcomed to its meeti ngs. 

FREE~I ASONS.-Th e L odge of St. :d atthew, ~o . 539, is held 

;1t the Dragon I-I otel, on the fi rst T hu rsday in each mon th except 

Ju I y a nd August. 

Swrn~11 :-:c C1.un. - T he membe rs of this flouri sh ing Club m eet 

at the Swimming Baths in L ittl eton Street, on \\ 'ednesday el'en ings, 

fo r prac ti ce and to receive instru ctio n, if necessary, in th e ar't of 

~w1mm 111g. Th ere are aq ua ti c sports yea rly in co nn ecti cm wi th 

the lub, 1l' hich has bee n mo 't : ucces. ful in its polo :ll1d o th er 

competiti ons with ne ighbouring clubs. 
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THE SOCIAL PURITY A SSOC IATION, THE GtRI.S' FRIEN DLY 

SOCIETY, and THE SOCIETY FOR THE H OME T EAC Hl NG OF THE 

HLIND are institutions doing good and usefL1l work. 

THE \VALSALL T owN CRICKET and THE WA LSA LL T o wN

Swll"TS FOOTBALL CLUBS, are t he p rincipal clubs d evoted to th e 

nation a l outdoor summer a nd winter pastimes. Both of th e m a re very 

successfu l, a nd well able to main ta in the cred it o i the town in their 

respective games. There are of cou rse a nu1nber of min or C ri cket 

an d Footbal l C lubs which it is need less to particularise. 

PLACES OF vVoRSHll'. - Amongst the places of worship a nd 

religious agencies not mentioned in our d escriptive sketch of the 

tow n may be noted :- ST. LUKE'S MrssroN CHURCH, Selborne 

Street, co nnected with the Parish Church; PALFR EY M 1ss10N Roo :vi, 

connected with SS. Michae l a nd All A ngels' Church, Ca ldmore; 

ST. PAUL'S MrssroN R ooM, W isemore ; the PRIMITIVE METHODIST 

CHAPELS, a t Ryecroft, Blue Lane, Th e Pleck, Victor Street, and 

Birchill s ; PLYMOUTH BRETHREN, meet ing at the Gui ldhall Assembly 

Room; SALVATION ARMY, H atberton Street. 

CLUBS.- THE WALSAl.L CLUB, s ituate in B ridge Street,- a 

social a nd non-polit ical club ; the subscri ption is £3 3s. per a n num. 

T HE CONSERVAT IVE WORKING MEN'S CLUB, 55, Bridge Street; the 

subscription is 6 /- per year. THE RADICAL CLue, The Bridge; 

subscri pt ion 1
1
'6 per quarter. 

YOUNG M EN'S SocmTrns.- In add ition to the Young M en's 

C hri7tia n Association, referred to previo usly, th ere are Young M en's 

I mprovement Societies in co nnection with the Wednesbury Road 

Congregational Church, Bridge S treet Congregational Church, the 

W es ley Chapel, Ablewell Street, a nd the V icarage Walk Ba vcist 

C hapel. 

F RIENDLY SocmTIES.- These are very numerous a nd include 

the ANCIENT ORDER OF FORESTERS, with nine C o urts in d ifferent 

parts of tb e town, and a Ju v nile Foresters' Society; T HE l NDE

l'ENDENT ORDER OF OvD FELLOWS, with six Lodges; THE N ATIONA L 

ORDER OF FREE GARDENERS FRIENDLY SocrnTY, with six I odge ; 
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THE GHA ND l NnEPENDENT O RDER OF L oY.\L C ALE00N1A CoRK :-, 

FRIENDLY S1cK A )) DIVIDEND OC I ETY, 13 Lodges; THE I NDEPEN 

DENT ORDER OF R ECHAil lTES FRIENDLY 'oc1ETY; TH E CHURCH OF 

ENGLAND BENE FIT . OC I ETY j THE l-I URC H OF ENGLAND FEMALE 

B ENJCFJT SOC I ET Y; GOODALL ST RI,;ET P ROVIDENT I NST ITUTION , 

which has also a F emale D epartment. Th e J<'ri endl y Societies 

usuall y walk in procession to th e Parish C hurch every year, wh en a 

serv ice is held and collections made on behalf of the Cottage 

H osp ital. They al so take a n active interest in th e Convalescent 

Hom es assoc iated with the town, and furth er in every way a ll public 

e fforts for th e all eviation of suffering and distress. 



WALSALL INDUSTRIES . 

There was a t ime when the staple trade of Wal a ll was 

buckl e-mak ing, and its inhabi ta nts, fearin g· their craft "was in 

danger," and, figurat ively speak ing, wo uld be strangled by th e shoe 

ties wh ich were then comi ng into fas hion, pet iti oned R oyalty to 

patronise buckl es, and thereby avert the awful doom which 

threatened His .Ylajesty's R oyal Borough of Walsall and its loyal 

inhabitan ts. But Fash ion, li ke other despots, had its way, and 

buckles went out and shoe ti es came in: but still \ Valsall survived 

and its inhab itan ts flo urished, fo r, like sensible peo ple, findin g 

buckles were no longer required, th ey turned their attention to th e 

manufacture of other articles for which there was a de mand , and 

instead of confi ning themselves to the prod11ction of goods for home 

consum pti on, th ey extended their trade to foreign markets, till no w 

Wa lsall goods, li ke the proverbia l Newcastle grindstone, are to be 

found in e,·ery part of the globe. Dugd,1le, in hi s "England and 

Wales D elineated, " says that "Wa lsa ll is situated on the eastern 

border of the Sou th Staffo rdshire coal fi eld , and of the Warwickshire 

and Staffordshire iron d istrict ;" and this has give n rise .to the 

mistaken notion on the part of sorne writers that Walsall is in the 

B lack Coun try, and that its staple industries are mining and iron

smelting. Such, however, is not th e case; for Walsall is in that 

district which has been te rmed " the green borderland" of the Black 

Country, and co:n parati ve ly few of its in h::ib itant a re employed in 

either mining or the smelting of iro n. 

The principal industries of " -a lsall are sacld lery and harness

making and the manufac tu re of leather ; and fo r q uality of materia l 

and excellency of workmanshi p Walsall in th ese branches of industry 

is unsurpassed, a nd holds its own against the 1rn rld. The d evelop

ment of the above-named trades and their branch ind ustries during 

the past 50 years has been trul y marvellous. Th e manufacturers 

have not fail ed to take advantage to the full es t extent of every 
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scientifi c and mechanical appliance for eco nomy of production ; a nd , 

from small beginnings, we have to-day numero us great facto ries, 

handsome and well built, fitted up with a ll requi sites fo r th e carrying 

on of every branch, from th e tannin g and currying of th e leath er to 

the prod uction of th e mo t minut e artic le, su h as a covered buckle. 

l\Ta lsal l is unqu estionably the great centre of the lea th er trade, 

not only in Great Brita in but the world ; and takes th e lead in th e 

:addl e, brid le, harness, collar, hame, whi p, purse, pocket, g irth web, 

horse clothing, and milita ry accoutrement trades, a lso in th e coach 

harn ess, ca rt gear, sadcl lers' tool ·, stabl e fitti!1gs, and a multipli city 

of kindred ind ustries. The great bulk of th e manufactures is for 

Foreign markeb. Some of the goods turned out by our principal 

manufacturers a re of th e fin est quality and th e I est workmanship 

it is possibk to produce. No fin er or bette r fittin g sadd les are to 

be found in the hunting fi eld. Th e same may be said of racing 

sad li es, more of which a re made in this town than in any oth er 

locality, rang ing in weight from }.j'. lb. to any 11·eight required, 

and o f harness, co lla r , bridles, and strapp ing genera!l y; but pa r

ticularly of bits, th e va rieties of which are very numerous and 

include those with Indiarubber mouths fo r sensitive horses, as well 

as such as are required fo r the most powe rfu l and restive animals. 

It would be impossible to imagine a bit unkn own to the great 

a rm y of \\'al a ll bit makers. 

The superior workman ·hip for which othe rs obtain th e 

credit is often the production of Walsa ll. A specia l messenger 

came one morning by th e L ond on express for a pair of hunting 

spurs for His R oyal Highness th e l'rince of Wales, and waited 

ll'hi le they were made, fin i: hed, and stamped wi th th e name of 

a ce!ebrated London dealer, who th us received credit for manu

facturing . an article he had ner er seen; and in all probability 

never wou ld sec, as the goods were packed up ready fo r delivery, 

and wou ld no doubt be taken direct to th e official by whom the 

order was given. K ot onl y th e Royal Famil y of our own country, 

but a lso the P otentates of Eu rope and lhe East, patroni ·e th e 

manufa tmes of \\"alsa ll for harness and ·adcll ery, which in som e 

cases is of unusua l splendour. short time ago, a magnificent 



saddle cloth was despatched by a Walsall firm to an Indian Prince 

in th e Bombay Pr.;sidency. The cloth was of the fin est peach

coloured silk velvet, and gorgeously embroidered with rich coloured 

silk and gold. Another firm recentl y exhibited an out-fit for a 

large circus: a splendid set of harness which for de~ ig n, ornamenta

tion, and workmanshi p, could scarcely be surpassed. Whil e treating 

of harness and saddlery, it may not be out of place to briefly notice 

the numerous inventions for th e prevention of serious acc idents 

to persons riding or dr iving, and th e saving of human life that 

have been produced by local inventions, and on looking over the 

list we find special attention has been bestowed upon the safety 

and comfort of the ladies, and that consequently there are some

thing like a dozen patent (or patent-improved) stirrups, some of 

them the very best extant, and there are also inventions for liberating 

the riding habit when caught ; as also to enable the 1 ider to tighten 

her horse's girth, change the position of the leaping head, or to 
become possessed of her sandwich case, by an effort so simple as 

almost to be automatic. Some of the best and simplest stirrup

leather bar· have their origin in Walsall , and one at lea8 t of these 

does not increase the cost of the saddle. Inventions applied to 
harness, collars, knee caps, whip sockets, rein-hold er~, buckles, &c., 

are also numerous. 

Nearly all ied to the saddle and harness trades are the bridle-bit, 

st irrup, ~p ur, cart-gear, coach-harness, and chain trades; and some of 

these, such as the bit and awl-blade trade ~ , are almo~t exclusively 
confin d to ·w alsa ll , there being on ly a very few awl-blade makers. in 
Sheffield, and about a dozen or so in London, whi le it is questionable 
wheth er a score of bit-makers could be found outside the borough of 
Walsall. Mil itary bits and military spurs have for a long time past 
been manufactu red in \Val :;all , and some of the older firms have had 
Government contracts for these articl es for upwards of 30 years. On 
looki ng over the li st of spurs manufactured in Walsall it is surpris ing 
to find s uch a variety, there being ten different kinds of hunting and 
fift een of military spurs. Then there are ladies' spurs, gentlemen's 
spurs, boys' spurs, racing spurs. In add ition to the above, which are 
principally for the home trade, there are camel spurs and spurs of a 
peculiar make for South America. 
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BIT TRADE. 

Bit-making is one of th e oldest and most im portant industries 

of Walsall, and there a re a t the present time 5.0 employers and 

upwards of 450 operatives in th e trade. Th e workm en are divided 

into casters, fo rge rs, fil ers, a nd finishers. There are six different 

kinds of bits- viz., H arness, H ackn ey, Pelham, Snaffl e, Brad oon, and 

Cart bits, the la tter being generall y included in cart-gear and cha in 

trade, and are made by chain maker ·. The qu antity of bits produced 

in Walsall is almost incred ible- tons being turned out weekl y from 

each factory and despatched to all parts of the \\'Orld. Few trades 

can shew greater variety in style or wider range in price-from the 

plain mall eable iron bits a t from 2s. per d ozen, to those costly 

specim ens which are elaborately chased and orn amented with bosses . 

Some bits are made of steel, others of nickel, and some are plated 

with silver and some with nickel, and the price varies according to 

the quality of the metal and the character of the work bestqwed 

11pon them. 

BUC KLES. 

Alth ough buckl es are no longer Walsall 's onl y trade, th ey a re 

manufactured in la rger quanti t ies and greater varieties now than they 

\\'ere in th ose days when th ey were the principal industry of the town. 

For the purpose of gilding, by the electro-platin g process, brace, belt , 

:ind other kinds of buckl es, some very po 11"erful " dy namos" a re 

employed , and one firm pays annually a very large sum for a licence 

to use these machines. 

STIRRUPS. 

Th ere are about 30 manufac turers 111 the smrup trade, a nd 

these employ in the various branches of casting, forging, filin g, a nd 

fini shillg, about 2 50 hands. Indeed very few, if any, st irru ps a re 

made anywh ere in th e U nited Kingdom except in \ Valsall- the 

manufacturers of this town suppl ying not onl y the wh ole of th e 

home trade, but the greater part of the stirrup req uirements of the 

world. Some idea may be formed of the enormous q uantity o f 

work turned out in the course of the year by this band of 2 5 o 

operatives, from the fa ct th at th ousands of pairs of me n's full -sized 
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stirrups are made every week at pnces varying from 4d. to 

rs. per pair. Thi cl ass of goods is mostly for the Foreign and 

Colonial markets. Stirrups for the home markets, such as are used 

for racing and hunting, are much higher priced and are made of 

forged steel or iron. For some years there has been a growing 
demand for solid nickel stirrup-, especiall y for the Colonial markets. 

These goods run to a high fi gure; but are sought after nevertheless, 

because of the ease with which they are kept clean. The liability 

of lady riders to become unseated has for many years call ed the 
attention of inventors to producing stirrups which shall release the 

foot, and th ereby prevent a fall en rider from being dragged. A 

most successful invention, and one which held sway for many years, 

was Latchford 's patent- the on ly drawback to which was the liability 

of the inner portion (the stirrup being composed of two separate 

parts, one fitting inside the other) to become detached and lost 

while in use. Messrs. Lennon & Co., of Dublin, invented a stirru p 

which obviated this; and since then furth er improvements have 

been made, among which we may mention one by our townsman, 

Mr. J. Scott, which was introduced in 1885 as "Scott's " patent. 

This invention- which is very simple but very ingenious- was 

awarded a gold medal at the International Exhibition held in London 

in 1885, and is said to have the largest sale of any recent invention 

of the kind, and has been patronised by royalty in this and other 

countries. In addition to th e aLove, there are Frost's, Cope' -, 

Stokes', Booker's, ·wright's, Miller's, Nichols', R ees', Phillips', \Vincer's, 

and Gloster's patents, and also Barnsby's patent safety saddle bar, and 

Christie's stirrup leather bar,- all for the purpose of releas ing the 

foot ; and each of these different patents hap its admirers. 

MALLEABLE IRON CASTING. 

There are a large number of mall eab le iron casters in Walsall , 

:rnd th e work turned out is of a very diversifi ed kind, from the 

smallest description of keys for pad locks to massive ecclesiastical 

fit tings for churches-such as altar raili ngs, hinges, latches, and lock 

mountmgs for church doors. Not long ago one firm had an order 

for some ecclesiastical work for a parish church in the south of 
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. cotland, and another for similar work for a Roman Catholic Church 

in the south of Ireland. A firm in Glasgow got the credit for having 

executed the one order and a Dublin firm for having executed the 

other. 
LEATHER. 

T he manufacture of leather is one of Walsall 's oldest industr ies. 

A short time ago when some excavations were being made in th e 

vicinity of The Bridge the excavators came upon the site of an 

old lanyard, showing that the manufacture of leather in Walsall 

extends back to a remote period ; and from that time to the 
present Walsall has held its own against all competitors at home 

and abroad in this department of industry, and can now boast of a 

worldwide reputation for the manufactu re of all kinJs of leather 

suitable for saddles, carriages, harness, military accou trements, 

pocket books, braces, belts, purses, and every description of fancy 
work. Large quantities of the various kinds of leather, including 

grained, enamelled, and japanned, are exported annually to all parts 

of the world, from Russia in the north to New Zealand in the south, 

and China and J a pan in the east, to the U nited States and Canada 

in the west,- while the trade with France is such as to justify one 

Walsall firm keeping a branch establishment in Paris. There are 

five tanneries in '~'al sa ll employing nearly roo men, and about 20 

currying establishm ents employing about 200 hands. As all the 

tanners are also curriers large quantities of hides are imported from 

Bristol, Leeds, and other places, to supply the curriers who have . 

not tanneries of their own. The process through which the different 

kinds of leather have to be passed before it is brought out in the 

finished state is very interesting. 

HORSE CLOTHING, JUTE RUGS, GIRTH WEB 

MANUFACTURING, &c. 

As might be supposerl in a town like Walsall where saddlery 

in all its departments is so extensively carried on, horse clothing and 

the manufacture of rugs furni shes employment for a large number 

of hands. One firm weaves the web as well as makes up the belts 

and body rollers, &c. In this establishment the yarn is bleached, 

dyed, spun , warped, and woven, so, that the whole process is carried 
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out upon the premises. Some of the patterns produced-especially 

those for braces and belts-are really very artistic, and the blending 

of the colours very effective. Th e goods are exported to all parts of 
the world, but the principal markets are those of our Colonies. 

SADDLE TREE MAKING. 

At one · time nearly all the saddle trees manufactured in 

Wal sall were used in the town, but now large numbers of these 

articles are sent to our colonies- especiall y to Australia and South 

Africa, where formerly saddl es were sent ; but now saddlers who 

have emigrated from Walsall to those di stant countri es make the 

saddles and on ly the trees have to be supplied. There can be 

no doubt th e heavy tariffs imposed upon saddles sent to those places 

has tended to bring about the existing state of things. 

SADDLERS' TOOL MAKING. 

There are four or five establishments in Walsall devoted 

exclusively to the manu facture of tools used by saddlers, harness 

makers, and others engaged in the kindred trades, and the qnantity 

of work tu rned out by each establishment when full y employed 

is very large. Of course th e greater part of the work is sent out 

of the town and finds its way not onl y to d ifferent parts of the 

U nited Ki ngdom, but to all parts of th e worl d. 

CHAINS. 

Although Walsall can not in any sense be called a chain 

making town, yet there are few places, with the exception [)erbaps of 

Cradley di strict, where so large a quantity of cha in is tu rned out 

as in Walsall , where tons of chains of almost every descript ion, from 

plated alberts to cable and anchor chains, are despatched every 

week to all parts of the U nited Kingdom and to many of our 

colonies and also to foreign coun tries. The number and variety 

of chains is almost incredible. T hus unde r the bead of polished 

curb chains there are ten difi erent kinds, including best carriage 

single or double, best gig single or double, best race single or double, 

hack ney coach curbs, stage coach curbs, &c. T hen there are check 

and leading chains, military chains, pole chains for carriages and 
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for vans, monkey, parrot, and dog chains, pillar chains, &c. Along 
with the chain trade is included the cart gear and also the hame 

trade. 

H AMES. 

Of hames there are about 30 different kinds, including ten 

varieties of half cased, eight of cased all over, five of brass, and four 

specially manufactured for the Irish markets. The brass hames 

::i re principally for waggons and vans. In addition to the above 

there are mule harness and donkey hames, galvanised hames, &c. 

CART GEAR. 

This trade is generally ca rried on m conjunction with the 

hame and chain trades, and includes all kinds of breeching irons, 

back band irons, belly band irons, hip strap chains, hobble chains, 

;md trace end chains; also a variety of hooks, swivels, rings, bars, 

and pins. The manufacture of these articles keeps a large number 

of hands employed. 

BRUSH MAKING. 

Another important manufacture of VValsall 1s that of brush 

making, which furni shes employment for several hundred people, not

withstanding every possible method of economising labour has been 

adopted. Thus, as a typical instance in this trade, the work of ten 

men is performed by a machine which requires only a youth to attend 

it, and drills from 80,000 to 100, 000 holes per day ; while other 

machines employed in boring, shaping, and fini shing the brushes do a 

proportionate amount of work. The piles of raw materials used in 

the manufacture of the various kinds of brooms and brushes are such 

as to astonish the visitor, who will find bristles of all colours and 

qualities from Germany, Russia, Siberia, China, India, and America ; 

fibres from Mexico, Ceylon, and South Africa ; weeds from Italy and 

South America; beautitully dressed horse and camel hair, and 

carefully prepared whalebone. For the backs and handles of the 

brushes the variety of materials is as extensive as are the fibre s 

used in making the brushes, and include ivory, tortoiseshell, woods 

of home and foreign growth, such as beech, sycamore, alder, 

mahogany, teak, satinwood, rosewood, and maple. The variety of 



brooms and brushes turned out of some of the manu fac tories is 

marvellous. The price list of one firm includes 5 ,0 0 0 kinds of 

broom s and brushes of various shapes and sizes, from the large 

unwieldy gun brush for cleaning cannon to the tiniest camel-hair 

pencil for the artist's use. Brushes manufactured in Walsall are sent 

to all parts of the world. 

LOCK MAKING. 

Although not one of the staple t rades of Walsall , this branch of 

industry has been very much deYeloped of late years, especially in 

the padlock department, and now there are several fac tories, giving 

employment to hundreds of hands. One firm turns out about five or 

six tons of locks weekly, and on one occasion recently despatched 

nine tons in one week. Some of these padlocks are very ingenious, 

and of beautiful design and excell ent workmanship, and vary in size 

from the mammolh lock for securing warehouse and other doors and 

weighing about 7lbs., to the miniature lock used as an appendage to 

a watch chain, and not exceeding in size a threepenn y-piece. One 

lock is so constructed that every tim e the key is turned a bell is 

. struck, so as to give an alarm should the lock be tampered with. 

The great mark ets for our locks are India, th e Levant, South Africa , 

and South America. A few years ago it was stated in a London 

paper that the locks supplied to the Walsall Cottage H ospital, and 

also those used in certain Government tleparlments, were of American 

manufacture. This led to an inquiry being instituted by the lock 

manufacturers of vValsa ll , Will enhall and Wolverhampton, the result 

of which was to prove that th e locks, alth ough supplied by an 

Ameri can firm in London, had all been manufactured in the locality, 

and many of them by a firm of locksmith s in Stafford Street, Walsall. 

Of course the Trade Mark Act was not in ex istence in those days, and 

the 'cute Yankee had placed on each lock a small brass plate with the 

name of his firm. 

ELECTRI CAL FITTINGS A ID I 'STRU ME NTS. 

On e of the most recent additions to our local industries is the 

manufacture of electrical fittings and instruments by " The Walsall 

Electrical Company." Thi~ company, although it has only been in 



existence a comparatively short t ime, has accomplished a large amount 

of work, and among other contracts executed by them was the fitting 

up with the electric light the Hotel Victoria, Northu mberland Avenue, 

the latest of the great Metropolitan hotels. The company supplied 

and fi xed all the" electr oli ers,'' brackets, &c., fo r over 900 lamps. The 

company has fitted up many pri vate houses, not only in this district, 

but as far south as Cheltenham and Melksham . T he electric 

lighting at the Hirnley fe tes last year, when the present Earl of 

Dudley came of age, and at which th ere were over roo lamps with 

specially-made fancy shades, together with some of the very brightest 

" Sunbeam " lamps, was carried out by this company, as well as the 

li ghting of numerous fCtes, and the permanent lighting of several of 

our largest factories. Among other things manufactured by this 

company may be mentioned switches and lamp-holders of their own 

design, a special voltmeter- very highly spoken of by Mr. P reece, of 

the General Post Office, and other eminent electricians,-batteries, 

and special apparatus for collieries and fire brigades; also philo

sophical, telephonic, phonographic, medical and experimental 

:i pparatus and appliances. 

OPTICIANS, GILDERS, AND ELECTRO-PLATERS. 

In addition to the buckle-makers and electro-platers already 

rderred to, there is an old firm which has been in existence for 

nearly 130 years, having been established in the year 1760. This 

i1rm are not only buckl e manufacturers, gilders, and electro-platers, 

but are also casters, opticians, glass-grinders, and Brazilian pebble

workers. All th e processes in each department are carried on upon 

the premises. The works, therefore, are very extensive, and some 

powerful machinery is employed in grinding the glass and polishing 

the metal. 

GLASS CUTTING & PLATING, MEDLEVAL BRASS AND 

ELECTRIC WORKS. 

Among the industries introduced into Walsall during the last 

ten years are those of the "Selborne Works. " At this establishment 

there are three distinct classes of work got up, and might be ranged 



under the heading of " Glass, " " Bra ss, " and "Electricity." Included 

in the fi rst d ivision are fan cy mirrors sil vered by the new patent 

process, which renders the silvering damp proof. Not unfrequently 

mirrors that are placed against damp walls become spotted and 

the silvering ultimately comes off; but by the new process this is 

avoided . In add ition to mirrors, beautiful epergnes, brackets for 

wall decorations, and toi let glasses o f the most novel design and 

highest style of workmanship, are produced in this departme nt of 

the work s, as are also 1;1 irrors of all shapes fo r table stands for 

decanters, wines, &c., in fan cy bead ings, cuttings, and engravings, 

which are turned ou t in large quantiti es for the home and foreign 

markets. A new style of decora tion has late ly been introduced, 

namely, that of .depositing gold fi gures, flowers, birds, &c., in colours 

upon the surface of the mirrors, and which has a novel and pleas ing 

effect. These mirrors are mounted on metal frames of beautiful 

design ; also in gold, velvet, or oak. The second division of work 

at this establishment includes medireval brass work fo r churches, 

publ ic buildings, and private houses, and consist of candelabra, gongs, 

inkstands, and .general "articles de Luxe,'' in polished brass, nicke l, 

or gilt. The most im portant depa rtment of the work, however, is 

the making of fittings for Electric Lighting purposes. The firm 

has at present on hand and are now executing some splend id articles 

in ship work, such as bulk head lamps, ya rd arm re fl ectors, stoke 

hole lamps, portable hand lamps, cabin and saloon fitt ings, in brass, 

bronze, and silver. For domestic lighting there are "electroliers, ·· 

brackets, pendants, switche , and " safety cut outs " ; for the latter 

of which there is a large demand. Some of the switches are very 

ingen ious, and, a lthough onl y about an inch and a half in diameter 

and about two inches in length, contain upwards of 40 d ifferent pieces. 

H olders for carrying the small incandescent lamps are manufactured 

in large quantities for the home and fo reign markets, and man y 

thousands of these are despatched to all parts uf the world. Among 

the hand lamps, one deserves special mention. It is. a very smal l 

lamp for hosp ital work. It is mounted on a polished rosewood 

handle, and guarded by a very neat bronze wire cage. Th is firm 

are the only makers in this country of screw, key, and keyless 



sockets fo r Ed ison's screw lamps. They are also the manufacturers of 

the celebrated B. W. switch and switches for brackets or for lights 

suspended by Aex ihle cords. They have some chaste designs in 

brackets and pendan ts, amo ng them being their lately registered 

design anchor fittin gs, which were originally brought out for the 

" Anchor " Line of steamers, but is ve ry suitable for domesti c as 

well as ship fittin gs. The ornamentat ion in these brackets consists 

of an anchor being introduced in the bend of the bracket, usually 

fi ll ed in with a scroll. These brackets are in polished brass or silver, 

and are really very fin e specimens of metal work. 

:MANUFACTURE OF ME~'S CLOTH I JG. 

One of the most recent addi tions to our Walsall manu factures 

is that of men's apparel. A few years ago such an establishment as a 

wholesale manufactory of men's clothes was unknown in Walsa ll , 

which can now boast of having one of the largest and best establish

ments of the kind in the kingdom. The premises, which have been 

built specia lly for the purpose, are fitted up with every a ppliance for 

carrying on the work, and every convenience for the comfort of th e 

operatives. The workrooms, which are spacious, are supplied with 

the most approved heating and vent ilating apparatus, and lighted 

with the electric light. This establishment employs upwards of a 

thousand hands. 

IRON TRADE. 

Judged by the num her of blast furnaces, the ou tput, or the 

number of men employed, the manufacture of pig-iron cannot be said 

to he one of the principal industries of Walsall, for th ere are onl y six 

blast furnaces in the whole borough, and of these three only are in 

blas t. One of those in blast produces 300 tons a week, and the other 

two 200 each ; and as each furn ace, when in full operat ion, em ploys 

100 men, it will be seen that the total number of men at present 

employed in this department of labour is only 300-not a very large 

proportion out of a population of between 70,000 and 80,000. For 

the manufactured iron, which consists of ''rounds," "squares,'' 

" fla ts,' ' "horse-shoe," and "sheet" iron, there are eight establish

ments, and among them produce about 1,250 tons a week. 
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TUBE :YIAKI TG. 

Tube manufacturing is carried on upon rather a larg~ scale 

in 'v\l alsall. There are five factori es and one of these extends over 

fo ur and a quarter acres, and in these establishments all ki nds of 
tubes and fittings arc manufactured, from the smallest gas pipe 

to boiler tubes twelve inches in di,1111eter, including gas pipes, 
water pipes, galvanized piping, and boiler piping, and for the purpose 

of testing these there is a hydrau lic pump capable of exerting a 

pressure of seven tons to the square inch. Gas tubes are tested 

up to 200 lbs. to the square inch, steam to 400, and pipes for 

refri gerators up to 1 ,500 lbs. to the square inch. Thousands of 

tons of pipes for various purposes are turned out every week. One 

firm has at present on hand an order for eight miles of pipes to 

be used in convey ing oil from one of the m!neral oil wells in Russia 

to the sea-board, so that the oil can be put in barrels alongside 

the sh ip and the cost of carriage overland saved. It is said this 

firm ha s supplied in one year over 100 miles in length of tubing 

suitable for artesian well s. In addition to the pipes already referred 

to there is a kind of pipe prepared by Professor Barffs process 

whereby the tubes are coated with a deposit of magnetic iron which 

prevents corrosion by immersion in water, and pipes prepared by 

this process have, after being submerged in the canal for six months, 

been taken out as perfect as when they were put in. F ittings of 

every description from the plain parallel ocket to the fitting with 

eight or ten connections are produced in large quantitie., and it 

is no uncommon thing to see 600 or 700 tons of fittings in stock. 

.\1any parts of bicycles, such as the backbones, the centres, the 

felloes, the runners, and the forks, are constructed of hollow pipes, 

and are made at the tube factories. 



HISTORICAL SUMMARY. 

. ·-· 
I t has been wisely said that "we must despair of ever 

being able to reach the fountain head of streams, which have been 

running and increasing from the beginning of time." Thus we 

t race back the name of Walsall to the Saxon era, but beyond all 

is doubt and obscurity. A double wave of Celtic and Cymric 

immigrants passed over the neighbourh ood, leaving here and there 

a solitary place name as proof of th eir passage. The Romans for 

four centuries held their sway, with a fortifi ed station at Wall a nd 

thei r great military roads, the Watling and Rykeneld Streets; but 

a Roman fi:rnla and a few doubtful coins constitute all the relics 

of their presence in this district. The neighbourhood, however, is 

rich in remains, in entrenchments of early date, in ancient roads, 

in Druidical and other traditions, which may or may not have 

a foundat ion in fa ct ; and we th erefore assume that in prehistoric 

times the locali ty has been the scenes of active conflict and a fi erce 

borderland between the retreating Britons, who sought refu ge in th e 

inaccessible wilds of the forest of Cannock, and the predatory tribes, 

which from age to age swept savagely over the land. 

The name of Walsall is found in more than fifty forms , the 

most common in ancient records being \l\la leshale and Walsha le. 

In its present shape it appears first abou t the year q84. 

The etymology of th e word has gi:ven rise to considerable 

d iscussion .amongst philologists, and from many inti>rpretations we 

may take the fo llowing two as possessing the most semblance of 

probability. 

First from the A.S. word weal/1, with Mercian genitive wales, 

signifying " a stranger,'' and the termination !1al, /1eale, or !ta/a, a 

hall or res id i> nce of some importance. This view, supported by 

Professor Blackie, Mr. Skeat, and Mr. W. H . Duignan, would indicate 

" the hall or stone mansion, surrounded perh aps by his serfs a nd 
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their humble dwellings, of one of the native chieftains;" in other 

words "the remnant of a Celtic people surrounded by a cordon 

of Teutonic settlers." 

Secondly that the name is a personal one, and therefore q11ite 

distinct from that of a "foreigner or Welshman," meaning originally 

" the hall of Wealh "; that \Vales is really the genitive of Wea/!1, 

that the t of the genitive and the aspirate of the hall have been 

elided, and thus from IVealts-liall we get the modern word Walsall. 

The earliest reference we possess of the town is in the will of 

Wulfric Spolt, a relative of King Ethelred. This will i5 dated rno4, 

and beqµeat hs to Morcar, his brother, "the land at \\'alesho." In 
the great Domesday Survey of 1086 Walsall is not mentioned. 

There is little doubt, however, but that th e manor was in existence 

long before that time, being of "ancient demesne," i.e., a R oyal 

manor in the time of King Edward the Confessor, and that the 

tenants claimed various privileges and immunities. Many ancit: nt 

and important places, such as London, Winchester, Tamworth, 

Burton, and Stoke, are miss ing from the Survey, and the most 

feasible suggestion is that the record of these enquiries "was either 

coevally suppressed or coevally lost." An examination of the 

Staffordshire Domesday, so far as it relates to the neighbouring 

manors, shews considerable confusion, and strengthens the view that 

the place was surveyed, but that, for some reason or other, the 

account did not appear. 

Soon after the Conquest the Manor of Walsall is supposed 

to have been granted off as a military fie f to William Fitzansculf, 

a companion of the Conqueror, who, for his fidelity to his chief, 

received, in addition to vast estates in other counties, 25 manors in 

Staffordshire. Whether his descendants, the Pagancls, in\1erited this 

place is uncertain, but in i 159 the manor was granted by H enry II. 

to H erbert Ruffus for £4 yearly. H e was a Knight of Robert of 

Stafford, and had two brothers, one of whom was Chamberlain to the 

King, and the other filled a like office for H enry Duke of Saxony. 

Herbert Ruff us died in r 190, and was succeeded by his son William, 

who seems from contemporary records to have enjoyed considerable 

favour with his sovereign. The Pipe Rolls and other public 



documents contain numerous references to Walsall at this time, 
which space forbids us to notice. 

About the year 1197 V17illiam Ruff us granted " to the Burgesses 
of \Valessale freedom from service, customs and secular demands, 

exrept when the King tallies hi s burgf'sses, &c." For these privi leges 

he acknowl edged th e payment of twelve marks of silver. His 

son, Sir William, succeeded him in 1226, and obtained for 

fi ve marks a confirmation of th.:! grant of Walsall. Twenty yea rs later 

we fi nd Margerie and E mecina, his sisters, disposing to others th eir 

rights in the great fi shery and park of \Valeshale. Margerie Ruffus 

was lady of the manor fo r some time, and was in many respects a 

re marka ble woman. She was of benevolent disposition, and made 

vari ous gifts to the church, whilst she was in the habit of purchas ing 

serfs for 15s. to 20s., and rn aking them free men. She was frequently 

quarrelling and at law with her relations and tenants, and in 1299 was 

arraigned before the King at Westminster for [he murder of her 

second husband, John Paynell , " who had been killed at Wabhale " 

- a charge from which she was, however, full y acquitted. H er 

sister, E rn ecina, was also twice married- first to Sir Geoffrey de 

Bakepuze, of Barton Blount, and secondly to E ustace de Morteyn. 

At this tim e the manor was held by th e two sisters and their 

husbands. They had "a free court of old and a fair and market from 

th e time of King H enry. They took wa ifs and had view of frank 

pledge, for which they paid 7s. to the Sheriff. Walsall then answered 

for one hide. Geoffrey de Bakepuze had there a park, beneath th e 

forest (Cannock), em parked from th e time of King J ohn. And th e 

said manor was worth £30 per annum." The park here menti oned 

lay to the west of I.he town, at the extremity of Park Street, and 

covered the ground where the Union V\1 01khouse, Park's Farm, 

and R eservoir now stand. The site of the manor house is still 

mark ed by an ancient moat immediately behind the •• Workhcuse. 

T he park itself abounded with "great timber trees and deere," and an 

,assize was taken in 1291 " to enquire who the malefa ctors were that 

entered the park of R oger de Morteyn and carried off his game 

there." It was disparked a11d broken up prior to 1617, and a record 

of that date mentions "the old gates of Walsa1l Parke." 
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Very many illustrative and interesting records of th i time are 

preserved in the British Museum and the valuable collection of town 

arch ives. The lords and lad ies of the manor seem rarely to have 

resided here; they were constantl y in litigati on with each other and 

with their tenants; they made encroachments in the neighbouring 

fo res t without warrant, and fin es were imposed for ancient destruction 

of 1rnods. Grants were made to the burgesses and neighbouring 

landlords in exchange for sums of money, and Sir Roger de Mortein 

departed to the siege of Caerleverock, bearing a banner of yellow, 

with six blue lions, the tails of which were double; whil st Sir Thomas 

Rouse, his co-lord, was the King's Lieutenant, and acti vel y engaged 

in the Scottish wars of that clay. 

The town itself must have been small but very picturesque, 

surrounded in a ho rseshoe manner by the great forest of Cannock, 

which descended into what is now it: very midst. The inhabitants 

could only have numbered a few hundreds, wh o lived main ly in 

narrow streets still existing around the church hill. The rent of the 

burgesses was worth 40s., and of the customary tenants i,'4 5s. 2 7( cl. 

On the summit of the slope . tood the venerable Church of A ll 

Saints, a small and unpretending structure, of which vestiges may 

still be made out in the present crypt. The value of the living in 

1292 was £12, with tithes £1 4s. By the avaricious greed of the 

Monastery of Hales Owen, the weakness of the lord of the manor, 

and the easy acquiescence or negligence of the ecclesias t ical authori 

ties, it had half a century previously been reduced from a Aourishing 

rectory to a pitiable vicarage, deprived of its revenues and resources 

and ministered to by the monks of a distant town. 

By the year 1338 the manor had passed from the famili es of 

i\forteyn and Rouse into the hands of Sir R alph Bassett of Drayton, 

to whom were also gran ted "goods and chattels, free and native 

tenants, &c." Tbe records still preserved are interes ting as shewing 

the existence of bondsmen. 

Sir Ralph was the representative oi a une old family, severa l of 

wh om rose to eminence. H e married J oanna, daughter of Thomas 

Beauchamp, Ea rl of Warwick, and died in 1343· His grandson, also 

Ralph, the next heir, was a minor, :rnd on attainir;g his majority in 
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1355 was obliged to take proceed ings to recover the estate, which had 

been placed under the wardship of the Earl of Warwick. The details 

of this inquisition are very interesting, and prove that Sir R alph was 

born at \\ 'alsall , and that on the day of hi · birth he" was take n to 
the Church of Walshale and there bapti zed, and carried back from 

the same unto the Manor of Walshale, with singers and a great crowd 

of people giving praises to God for the birth of the same Ralph, &c." 

H e afterwards obtained great d istinction in the wars in France and 

Nor mandy, was created a Kni ght of the Ga rter, and married the 

daughter of a duk e. 
The manor now passed into th e hands of the great fa mily of 

\ Varwick, 11·here it remained for more than a century, save when, for 

short pe riods, it was escheated to the Crown. 

Thomas de Beauchamp, fourth earl of that name, became Lord 

of Walsall about the year 1395, by reason of a fin e executed between 
his fat her and Sir :Ralph Basset t, which shews a remarkable failure of 

issue on the part of those concerned in it. H e also distinguished 

himself in military exploits, but on the accession of King Richard 

retired to Warwick, bu il t the famous Guy's Tower, and added largely 

to the structure of St. Mary's Church, together with other good works. 

By his banishment in 1397, Thomas Holland, Earl of Kent, and Jobn 

Beaufort, Marqui s of Dorset, acquired a temporary interest in Walsall. 

Thomas de Beauchamp died in f40I , and was succeeded by 

his son Richard , " the father of courtesy," one of the most haughty 
and noble of his race, R egent of France, and the builder of the 
Beauchamp Chapel at Warwick. In q .17 he obtained a grant of 
" one market every week on Tuesday within th e vi ii of Walshale and 
two fa irs there every y<>ar. " 

Henry, Duke of ·w arwick, his successor, married, ere he was ten 
years old , Ciceley, the daughter of the Ea rl of Salisbury, and sister of 
Richard Neville, the king maker, who next inherited the estate; bu t 
the name of this remarkable man appears but once in the records of 
the town, in a lease which relates to "certaine lands at Bascote." 

Walsall next fell to the share of I sabel, Duchess of Clarence ; 
and after her death and that of her husband, Sir Humphrey Stanley 
was appo inted "Ranger of the .Forest of Cank and Steward of our 
T own of Walsall and of the office of Parker of our Park of Walsal l. " 



The son of Clarence, th e un fortunate Edward Plantagenel, 

seems to have had nom inal control of th e estate, fo r a deed in th e 

Town C hest, dated 1487, is signed by this earl , or at all events on bis 

behalf. 
H enry VII. next settl ed th e Manor of Walsall upon A nn, th e 

widowed Coun tess of Warwick, but apparently with th e sinister 

design of obtain ing possession of it, for in 1488 the manor was 

conveyed wh ollv to th e King, who thus became lord . 

The history of th e town during the reign of the Warwicks 

is devoid of specia l interest; th ey d o not aPi1ear as visi tors here, bu l 

seem to have ex tended their esteem to the adjoin ing chase of 

Sutton, where th ey had "a good ly manor house," and from whence 

they hunted the surroundin g country. Walsall st ill reta ins the" bear 

and ragged staff " as th e Town Arm s, and the windows of the Parish 

Church once bore some of thei r shields. A n inn in th e town a nd th e 

names of Warwick Fields and Warwick Street st ill serve to keep th ei r 

memory among us. 

H enry VIII. , wh o next became heir as lord to his fa th er, soo n 

leased off th e estate to R obert Acton and William Gower, tw o 

Grooms of the King's Bedchamber, reserving to himself £40 as 

yea rly rent. A few years subsequently Acton acq uired th e wh ole for 

himself. At Wolverton H all is still preserved a brass plate with an 

inscription rela tin g to coats o f arms g iven to " :\Iastere Robarde 

Acton by ye Kynge H enrye VIII." 
Lebnd, the antiquary, wh o visi ted th e toll'n about this time 

( 1:540), has left th e fo ll owing description:- " Waullesha l, a little 

Nia rk et Towne in Stafford shir, a mil e by north from " "cddesbyrie. 

Ther be many Smi thes and B;tte makers yn th e Toll'ne. It longgith 

now to th e King, and there is a P arke of that name scant half a mile 

from the Towne yn the way to Vlolverh ampton. At \Va lleshaui be 

P ittes of Se Cole, Pyttes of L yme, that sen ·e also South Toun 

(Su tton), 4 miles off." Camden, writing some 60 yea rs afterwards, 

remarks that" Walsall is none of the mea nest of market tow ns." 

On th e death of R obert Acton, about 1540, th e manor was 

granted to Sir John Dudley, the famous Duke of Northumberland, 

ll'ho held it until hi s death in 1553, when it was forfeited to the 
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Crown. In the same year it was again granted by Queen Mary to 
Richard \Vilbraham, Esq., of \Voodhey, near Nantwich, the repre

sentative of an old and wealthy fam il y. He died in 1558, and was 

succeeded by his son Thomas, a li terary man, who seems to have 

been much respected in Walsall. During his lordship an act ion was 

taken by Walter Whytehall, gentleman, agai nst the Mayor of Walsall 

and others for assault and false imprisonment. The Mayor stated 

that, when presiding at the great Leet of Thomas Wylbram, Esq., the 

said Walter had disturbed th e court and addressed him in the 

fo llowing words : "Thowe arte a false harlott and lyest falselye in 
thye harte." Whereupon the mid \Valter was impriso ned for the 

"4th parte of Rn hour." 
Sir Richard Wilbraham, his son, seems to have been of a harsh 

and oppressive character, for in 1610 he lays a complaint agai nst 

William ·w ebb and others fo r refu sing to pay heriot and other fin es , 

and prays for a writ of "subpcena " to compel th em to produce 

certain court roll s. The burgesses manfully resisted these claim s, 

and a "Secret Society," or fellowship of twenty-four persons, was 

formed to resist their payment, whilst the burgesses brought forward 

various ancient charters, and the case seems to ha·1e ended in a 

co mpromise, the freeholders and copyholders of Walsall contributing 

towards a sum of £103 6s. 8d. to be given to the lord of the manor 

as a composition for relief from fin es, &c. The privilege of paying 

only a few pence to the lord of the manor is still enjoyed by the 

Walsall copyholders. 

At this time (1635) the unpopular tax known as" ship money " 

was levied on the town, which contributed £32. The original writ 

is still pre3erved. 

Another curious r.ecord was granted in this same year "against 

divers persons for not attending church." " Richard Stone, 

Lorymore (brid le bit maker), for his absence from church Three 

Sabboath Dayes together " is fi ned 3"· His wife and fourteen others 
are convicted of the same offence, and penalties are enforced "for 

suffering divers psons to continue tipling and drinkinge in evening 

prayer time on the Sabbath Day." 

Sir Richard d ied in 1643, leaving a son, Sir Thomas 
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\Vilbraham, who succeeded to the estate during the troubles of the 

Civil War, which largely affected this part of the country. Through

out the whole of this struggle, Walsall and th e neighbouring 

stronghold of Rushall Hall were incessantly engaged, first on one 

side and then the other, as th e balance of parties rose and fell. 

Captain H enry Stone and Colonel Tinker Fox were both Walsall 

men, and notorious roundheads ; whilst Sir Edward L eigh, an author 

of great repute, a member of the Long Parliament, a stau nch 

Presbyterian, and one of the lay members of the \Vestrninster 

Assembly of Divines, fortifi ed his ancestral seat of Rushall and took 

arms against the King. The tide of battle which so frequently 

gathered around this little garrison was undoubted ly the attra ction 

which involved Walsall more intimately in th e war than would 

otherwise have been the case. 

Of loyal cavaliers we may mention Colonel Lane, of Bentley; 

John Persehouse, of R eynolds Hall ; and George Hawe, of Caldmore. 

In April, 1643, we are told that "one Mistress Leigh, a gentl e

woman at Rushall Hall, valiantly defended her house with th e 

onely helpe of her men and maides against him (Prince Rupert), and 

at length came off bravely with quarter and credit. " Colonel Lane 

now occupied Rushall, and Prince Rupert marched on to Lichfield, 

where he was joined " by three or four hundred proper fellowes fr om 

Walsal, who came with bills and hooks to se rve the King," 

In July Queen H enrietta passed through the town on her way 

to join the King at Edgeh ill. She had a force of 2 , 000 foot, 1 ,000 

horse, 100 wagons, bes ides ordnance and supplies. The Historical 

Manuscripts have lately yielded a letter written by her from \Va lsall, 

shewing that she remained here two days, and then adva nced by way 

of Kings Norton. Tradit ion relates that she stayed at the White 

Hart at Caldmore, then a new Elizabethan house and the home of 

George Hawe, a firm adherent of the cause. 

In May of the following year Rushall , the garrison of which had 

been continuously on th e alert, was invested by Basil, Earl of 

Denbigh, and, after a vigorous defence, surrendered, with Co lone! 

Lane, the garrison and £ 10, 000 of goods. In September an 

attempt was made to ga in the place by treachery, and £z,ooo was 
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offered to Captain Tuthill, the governor, if he would yield up the 

]Jlace to the King. Francis Pitt, the ch ief go-between in the affair, 

was tried in London, and hanged according to "Martiall Law." At 

the close of the war Rushall was dismantled, and Walsa ll, which had 

been harrassed throughout by the passing and repassing of hostil e 

forces, was found to have suffered severely. The church was 

desecrated, the organ pulled down and burnt, together with the 

prayer books, in the market place, monuments, carvings and painted 

11·indows were destroyed, and the sacred building turned, as were 

others throughout th e country, into a stable. Many of the town 

records, early deeds r lat ing to the Guilds and the Grammar School, 

di sappeared at this time, and th e fo llowing passage from a letter to 

Mr. Wollaston, of \Valsall, is significant enough :-" I am very sorry 

your antient writings or anything else were soe spoylecl ; it bath bin 
the fate of many men's evidences in the late turmoyles, the more 

pittye. " 

Sir Thomas \Vilbraham was Sheriff of Staffordshire in 1655, and 

died in 1660, leaving a son, Sir Thomas, the last of his line. He 

married Elizabeth Mytton, of Weston, and the manor came finally 

into the famil y of Lord Bradford, in whose hands it still remains. In 

1774 its value was about £500, which, by the year 1880, had 

increased to more than £ r,500 per annum. The present Earl was 

born in 1819, and his eldest son is Viscount Newport, M.P., born 111 

1845. 
We must now briefly outline the more important events 111 

Walsall history during the past two centuries. 

For many years after the war the town remained very disaffected 

and disturbed. The populace were excited by the extravagances of 

the preachers and the constant conflict between the magistracy and 

the Corporation. So much was this the case, that at the Restoration 

of 1660 fifteen out of the twenty-four forming the Corporation refused 

the oath of allegiance, and thereby lost their positions. In 1682 a 

confirmation of the great charter of Charles I. was obtained from the 

King, and the town seems to have gradually become peaceable and 

settled. 
In 1660 the unpopular tax of "Hearth Money " was levied, 



Walsall paying the sum of £s6 14s. for 567 hearths ; and it may be 
noted that in this same year F rancis Walsall was appointed a Prebend 
of ·w estminster Abbey. 

Th e year 1 714 was marked by th e religious feuds which 
occurred in various parts of the country, and nowhere with more 

violence than in Staffordshire. In Walsall the Meeting H ouse in 

High Street was attacked by a furi ous crowd, and despite the 

exertions of the minister, the R ev. J ohn Godl ey, was soon levelled to 

the ground, to be again destroyed by a Church and K ing mob in 
q 5 r. From this small chapel, th en the only representative of earl y 

Walsall dissent, sprang the Congregational and U nitarian bodies of 

the town, aft er passing through many and vari ed troubl es. 

In 1793 'Valsall was described as '' a very large, sooty, ill
paved town, having a large church with a tower and spire, and at th e 

end of the town a meeting house newly built. " T he latter was the 

Congregational Chapel in Bridge . treet, erected in 1791. The 

various local canals were also constructed at this time. 

No circumstance contributed more towards the development of 

he town than th e improvements made in the roads during the latter 

part of this century. Before 1748 Walsall lay completely out of the 

line of general traffic--a result due principally to the " narro\\', 

tortuou s, ruinous and dangerous condition of the roads." The main 

streets of the town were equall y bad, and covered in frosty weather 

with sheets of ice from the pump at the top of High Street, and , 

according to one prominent burgess, thi s was "the worst town to 

pass through he ever saw." Various local Turnpike Acts were 

obtained, the roads straightened and pu t into thorough repair, with 

the result that the route from Birmingham to Liverpool and the 

great Northern towns was not only good and reliable, but rendered 

four miles shorter. The Birmingham and other traffi c now began to 

pass through the town, numerous coaches ran through daily, and the 

prin cipal inns becam e great coaching houses, the George alone 

having accommodation for 106 coach and posting horses. 

The Walsall Volunteer Association was establi shed in 1798, 

when the " Army of England " was threatening our southern shores. 

This was di ssolved in 1 8 02. Another body was the " Q ueen's Own 
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R oyal Yeomanry," fo rmed in 1794· T his regiment has from time to 

time pe rfo rm ed excellent service, and is a t present in a ve ry efficient 

condition, under the control of Captain A. H. H eath, of Madeley 

Ma nor, N ewcastl e; Staffs. 

The growth of Walsall dur ing the nineteenth century has been 

rapid and continuous. The population, which in r8or was ro,399. 

had increased by i 88 1 to 58,802. In 1859 the total number ot 

burgesses for the wh ole borough was 

1888 had reached a total of J2,2 72. 

rn ents have advanced on a like scale. 

1,193, in 1873 8, 598, and in 
Building and social impro ve

About t 85 r The Bridge was 

elevated to its present level; the brook course covered over, ~nd Park 

Stree t and Digbeth, then much lower than at present and exposed to 

sudden floods in ra iny weather, were raised. Bridge Street, or the 

Ne w Road, was constructed in 1766, Bradford Stree t in 1831 , a nd 

Lichfield Street about the same time. Notable changes were a lso 

made on the Church Hill , many old and dilapidated build ings being 

removed, the old Free School and a Market House put up in 1809 

11·ere taken down, and the " Littl e Hill " widened into its presenr 

steep ascent. 

Of churches and chapels we may give the foll owing dates :

St. Paul's, 1826 ; St. Mary's, R.C., 1827 ; the Unitarian Christ's 

Chapel, 182 7 ; the Baptist Chapel in Goodall Street and H all La ne 

Chapel in 1833 ; St. P eter's Church, 1844 ; Wednesbury Road 

Chapel, 1857 ; Pleck Church, 1858; and St. George's Church, 

Trinity Chapel, and Vicarage Street Chapel in 1868. 

Th e N ewspaper Press made its first appeara nce in ·w alsall 

about 1853, in the f1Valsall Couriei- and the f!Va lsall M iscel!auy, 

follow ed by the f!T/alsall Free P ress, the f!Valsall H erald, the Walsall 

Guardian, the f!T/alsall S tandard, and the Walsall N ews, which has 

developed into the Walsall Observer. Mr. Robinson in 1857 issued 

the f!Valsa /l Advertiser. 

The Grand Junction Railway was opened in 1837, with a 

station at Bescot Bridge, to which passengers were conveyed by 

a small omnibus, and from which there were two trains daily each 

way. In 1846 the South Staffordshire Railway was incorporated, 

thus bringing Walsall into the main current o f the railway system. 



The political history of Walsall dates back to the year 183 2, 

when Mr. C. S. Forster was returned as its first representative in the 

R eformed Parliament amidst grave riots and the greatest popular 
excitement. The Corporation accounts indicate pretty clearly the 

confusion and expense to which th e town was subjected at this time. 

In 1835 Mr. Forster was again returned in opposition to .Mr. 

Whitwick. 

Francis F inch, Esq., a local banker, contested the seat in l 83 7, 

and was returned by a majority of 20 votes over Mr. Forster, which 

upon a petition was reduced to 4 only. 

In 1841 Captain Gladstone, a brother of the late Premier, was 

brought forward by the Anti-Corn Law League against the Hon. Mr. 

Littleton and Mr. J. B. Smith, and returned by a majority of about 

20 votes. He did not, however, long occupy the seat, and at a 

general election the same year was opposed by Mr. Robert vVell

beloved Scott, of Stourbridge, an advanced Liberal and a Free 

Trader, who was returned by a narrow majority, and represented the 

borough until 1847. In the election of this year the present member, 

then Mr. Charles Forster, was pitted against the grandfather of Lord 

Hatherton, who belonged to the Whig party, and who was returned by 

287 votes to 282. In 1852 Mr. Forster was returned unopposed, and 

in 1874 his long and fa ithful services were rewarded by a Baronetcy. 

His seat has been unsuccessfully contested on three occasions-in 

1859 by Mr. Chas. Bagnall; in 1874 by Major Bell; and again in 

1885 by Frank James, Esq. 

Walsall was one of the first towns to adopt the "Free Libraries 

Act" in 1859, and was also conspicuous for the promptitude with 

which it recognised the Rifle Volunteer movement. 

The Cottage Hospital, famous throughout the land for its 

associations with Sister Dora and her life and labours, was established 

in 1863, and the Phi lharmonic Society in the same year; 187 l 

witnessed the birth of the School Board and the conversion of the 

gardens surrounding Hatherton Lake into the present Arboretum. 
Of other memorable events we have no space for mention, but may 

not well omit the Jubilee opening of the Boys' Almshouses, and the 
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Science and Art Institute, now such a splendid educational adjunct 

to the town. 
Walsall has contributed her quota to the names of those who 

· have carved a niche in the temple of fame. Lord Somers and good 
Bishop Hough, although not natives of the place, are associated with 

th e hi story of its Grammar School. Mr. Siddons, himself an actor, 

and husband of the "matchless Siddons," was born here, and so was 

Askins, a well-known ventril oqu ist of the las t century. Sir Harry 

Parkes, British Minister to China, who died in 1885, was born at 
Birch ills H all ; and Sir Edward Thomas Smith, K.C.M.G., for five 

years Mayor of Adelaide, and Minister of Education in the Australian 

Legislature, was born in Walsall, and educated in its Grammar 

School. 



'.E\ll Saints' (Jbmcb, :fl3 lo.rwicl). 
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THE SUBURBS. 

BLOX\i\T I C H. 

Th is popu lous and busy district, being pa rt of th e uorough of 

\Yalsall , demands a bri ef reference. I t is situated about 2 yj'. miles 

north-wes t of th e tow n, and conta ins a popu la ti on, chi e fl y mini ng 

and manufacturing, of about 6,ooo. TH E CH UHCH O L' ALL SA J.NTS, 

of which we give a view, was fo rm erl y a chape l of case to Walsall. 

A chantry was fo unded here in I 5 r 5, and in 1 7 94 the eh urch \\'as 

rebu il t, enl arged in 1833, and aga in rebu il t at a cost of .£5,000 in 

1876. It is a red bri ck building in th e early E nglish ~ tyle. The 

tower contains a clock and pea l of eight bell s,- th e latter being 

put in as a memoria l of th e Victorian Jubilee. Th e Yicarage, ll'hi ch 

is held by th e Rev. J oh n Barrow, M.A., is of th e net yearl y value 

of ..£ z 7 5, includ ing one acre of glebe. It is in th e g ift of th e 

ratepayers. The reg ister dates from th e year J 733. In th e church

yard is th e fo llowing q uaint inscription :-

" T o the memory of Samuel \ Yilks, late of th is pa ri sh, locksmith, who d ied 
the 6 November, 1764. R ead er ! if thou art an ir.habitant of Great Bloxwich , 
KNOW, that the dust beneath thy feet, (wh en ove rseer of . the poor of th is pa rish ), 
was imprisoned in thy cause, because he refu sed to surrender thy rights, and lo 
submit to a rbitra ry manda te, by which it was intended to incorporn.te th e poor \ 
rates of the Foreign wi th those of the Borough, and thereby lo compel the Foreign 
to the paymen t of a greater proportion of parochia l taxes th:rn is wa rranted by 
law.-1-Iis resistance was al tended with success.- The benefit is thine. " · 

Th ere is a R oman Catholic Church in High Str eet, dedicated 

to St. Peter ; ' a vVesleyan C hapel, also in High Street, erected in 

r866, capable of seating Soo; a P rimiti ve Meth od ist Chapel, and a 

Free M eth odist Chapel. The P ublic Offices were erected by the 

Corpontion of \Valsall, at a cost of..£ Z,400. They are in th e Que("n 

Anne style of architecture from designs hy Mr. F . E . F. Bail ey, 

and consist of a Police Station, F ree Library, F ire E ngine H ouse, 

Mortuary, and Stables. The Cemetery, five acres in extent, was 



laid ou t at a cost of £ 7 ,ooo; it was consecrated by th e late Bishop 

of Lichfi eld in 1875 ; it contains two M ortuary Chapels, and is 

und er th e control uf th e Walsall C orporation. The Public Room, 

locall y known as th e Music H all, is situated on T he Green. I t 

will seat 300, and is ava ilable for public meetings, &c. The 

principal industries of th e place a re awl blad es, bridl e bits, 

st irru ps, cabinet locks and keys, buckle tongs, sadd lers' need les, and 

ll1111 ll1 g. 
BLAKENA LL H EATH is about one mil e east of Bloxwich, and 

clcse to a re th e hamlets of Goscon:, H ARDEN, and LITTLE BLoxwrcH. 

Blakenall H eath was fo rm ed into a di strict chapelry in 1873. The 

church is a build ing of stone in th e earl y E nglish style, and was 

erected in I 870, by the munifi cence of Mr. J. E. Bealey, at a cost o f 

abo ut £ s,ooo. The vicarage, which is in th e gift of the Vicar of 

Bloxwich, is held by th e R ev. J ohn P ri tchard. There are Church 

M ission R ooms at Littl e Bloxwich, Leamore, and Coal P ool _; 

Congregational and Primitive Meth odist C hapels at Blakenall, and 

. a Wesleyan C hapel at L eamore. The population in 188 1 was 4,694. 

RUSHALL. 

One of th e prettiest suburban churches of Walsall is that of 

R ushall, conveniently situated across the fi elds from the M ellish 

and Rush all R oads, a residential neighbourh ood at the top of 

Lichfi eld Street. The parish of Rushall is a very scattered one, 

embracing the village of R usha ll proper, situated 1 Yz miles froni 

Walsall ; D AW END, a hamlet three-quarters of a mil e south-eas t, 

where are some extensive lime works ; H EATH E D, three-quarters of 

a mile north ; and RvECROFT, a thickly-populated district, formin g to 

all intents and purposes a portion of the town of Walsall. The 

population of the parish in 188 1 was 5,809. The P arish Church of 

St. Michael was form erly a chapel-of-ease to Walsall. It is of stone, 

in Gothic style of architecture, and conta ins chancel, nave, transepts, 

south porch, and an embattled western tower, with pinnacles and 

spire, and with five bells. The church was rebuilt in the yea r 

1858, and in 1867 the tower was rebuilt and the nave extended 30 

feet, at the cost of the late Right Hon. Sir George Mellish, Kt. The 



register of baptisms dates from 1686, marriages q 34, burials 17 7 r. 

The living is a vicarage, and was endowed by J ohn Harper, Esg , by 

whom the church was rebuilt in l 844. It has been held sin e 

1868 by the Rev. F. Gneme Littl ecot. Just behind the church 

is R usHALL H ALL, an ancient mansion which, during th e 

wars between th e houses of York and Lancaster, was strongly 

fortified, and in the civil war was defended by a numerous garri so n. 

The castle, or court, was erected by one of the H arpers, an old 

fam ily resident here in the time of Edward III. ; the arms of the 

fou nder, Le Harpeur- " argent, a lion rampant within a bordure 

engrained sable,''-appear on an ornamented escutcheon over the 

keystone of the arched gateway near the church. The walls are 
of limestone, and are of immense strength. The Harpers were 

succeeded by the Leighs, one of whom-Sir Edward Leigh, M.A., of 

JVlagdalen Hall, Oxford, a layman of the seventeenth century, and 

M.P. for Stafford in the Long Parliament, as well as a colonel in the 

.Parliamentary army-was buried in Rushall Church. The Leighs 

transmitted the estate by marriage to the Mellish fam ily, and these to 

the fam il ies of Buchanan and Gordon, who now hold it. 

ST. MARK'S M1ss10N CHURCH, erected in 187 l , and worked in 

connection with the Parish Church, is situated at the Butts. 

Adjoining this are large Sunday Schools erected in 1867. T here is 

also a Mission Church in Rushall village, and another Mission 

Church is in course of erection at Ryecroft, where are also Congrega

ti onal and Primitive Methodist Chapels. 

GREAT BARR. 

A pleasant walk along the Birmingham Road, for about three 

miles, leads to Great Barr, a parish containing at the las t census 

a population of 1,127. The church of the parish, dedicated to 

St. Margaret, was rebuil t in 1860. It is of stone in the Earl y 

E nglish style, and consists of chancel, nave, aisles, and a tower with 

spire, containing clock and a peal of six bells. There are 460 

si ttings, 210 of which are free. The register dates from 1654. The 

living has been held since 1870 by the Rev. Henry James Clarke, 



A. K.C. L., the author of several learned works. Near to the 

church is GRE.\T BARR HALL, a spacious and hand ome modern 

building in th e Goth ic sty le, the res idence of the Lady Bateman 

Scott. I t is situated in a Jin~ l y-wooded park of 600 acres, and 

surrounded by stately trees and ta ·tefully laid-out grou nds, lawns and 

t rrace . Lady Bateman Scott kind ly perm its those attend ing church 

on Su ndays to walk through the park, the entrance to which at Park 
J .odge is within easy distance of Walsall. 

There is a very pretty little \\ ' es leyan Chapel at Great Barr. It 

was erected in 1868, at a cost of £1,65 7, and is capable of seating 
15 0 persons. 

13ES OT . 

This is a pleasant residential suburb lying between The P leck 

:rnd Wood Gree n. Bescot, anciently Berkenscot and Bresmun

descote, is recorded amongst the King's lands in the Domesday 

::)urvey. The first known po ·sesso rs of th e manor were the Hillarys, 

an old and ll'ealth y family who came from ormandy. They 

occupied a moated house on the site where Bescot H all now stands; 

the moat is st ill to be clearly seen in a fie ld adjoining. In r H enry 

IV. Sir Roger Hillary, Knighr, died without issue, and the estat es 

passed to his nephew, Sir John Saer de Rochford, and th ence, by the 

marriage of J oan de Clinton, to the Mountfort family, in the reign of 

H enry VI. The family and name of Montfort, or Mountfort, were 
of French origin, and clai,11ed descent from Baldwin, Count of 

F landers; whilst another authority traces them to Robert I ., King 

of France, who died in 1030. 'l'll'O branches of thi s family se ttled in 

England, and of the second !:>ranch, which took its rise from Hugh de 

Montfort, who accompanied \\ illiam Duke of ormandy into 

E ngland, there are still descendants li ving in Walsall. J ona· Slaney, 

of Shifnal, appears to have become possessed of Bescot H all in 1717, 

by marriage with a daughter of Edward Mountfort, who died in 

t 69 r. This Mr. Slaney, or his son, was a magistrate for the county 

of Stafford, and also Vicar of Rushall in 17 9 r. H is affairs became 

much embarrassed, and in pursuance of a decree in Chancery the 

estate was sold in q88 to Richard Wilkes. Esq., for £3,200, and he, 



85 

after living at Bescot for about six years, sold it to Ri chmond Aston, 

E sq., for £4,ooo. The building of the present hall was begun by 

Mr. Slaney, who also bu il t the bridge over the moat. Shortl y before 

his death, Mr. Aston commenced extensive alterations, which were 

completed by his widow, who also laid out the gard ens and grounds. 

The hall is now in possession of J ames Slater, Esq., the representative 

of Darlaston on the County Council , and a gentl eman who takes an 

act ive interest in all publi c matters in the towns of Wednesbury and 

Walsa ll. 

In i 83 7 the Gra nd J unction R ailway was opened, with a mall 

station at Bescot for the conveni ence of the Walsall people, who were 

conveyed to and from the George Hotel in a small omnibus, or, as it 

was advertised at the t ime, "a light van runs from Bescott Bri dge to 

Walsall for the conveyance of passengers." From th is sta tion there 

were two trains daily each way, and th e fares to Birmingham were 2s. 

and is. 6d. for first and second class. In i 846 the South Stafford

sl1ire R ailway was incorporated. Thi. brought Walsall into the direct 

current of the rai lway system, and was th e origin of the group of lines 

which now rad iate from its centre, and which have contributed so 

much to its commercial interests. 

BENTLEY. 

Bentley is a small township lying about two mil es west of 

Walsall , and having a stati on on th e Midland Railway. It is in the 

pari sh of Wolverh ampton, but as it is compri sed in the \Valsal l 

U ni on, and as aroun d its ancient manor house is woven an interesting 

historical romance, it may fittin gly be included in our list of 

suburbs. 

The Manor of Bentley is not mentioned in n omesday, and it 

was p~obably at that date waste, and in the King's hands. " ' illiam I. 

granted it to one Drew, alias Gervase. This fa mily assumed the 

name of Benetleye, and continued here for many generations. Roger 

de Benetleye was sergeant, or head fo rester. T he office was 

honorary, and each sergeant had its head, that of Ben tley being the 

hall. Not far from the present building is still to be seen ~ n ancient 
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moat, the site probably of this earl y structure. From the Bentleys 

the estate came to the Griffiths' of Wichnor, and from this famil y, in 

1430, to that of Lone, or Lane, a descendant of which, Colonel Lane, 

is memorab le for the loyal part he took in the Civil War, and after
wards in the romantic escape of Charles II. A view of Bentley H all 

as it stood at this period is preserved by Plot. The house was 
su rrounded by two parks, both of which contained deer at the time of 

the King's visit. After the defeat of Charles II. at \V orcester, and 

his subsequent wanderings from the streets of that city to the hou. e 

of the Penderels* at Boscobel, the unfortunate monarch fo und 

himself at Moseley H all, an old timber-built house of the \Vhitgreaves. 

From here he was conveyed to Bentley in the middle of the night. 

On the King's arrival at Bentley (Sept. ro) he was disguised in a 

country fellow's habit, with a pair of ordinary grey cloth breeches and 

leathern doublet, and a green jerkin, together with a noggin coarse 

shirt. His face and hands were blackened with soot from the back of 

the chimney, and his skin stained with walnut leaves, his long hair 

was cut short, his shoes he had been obliged to cast away, and "so 

sorely wounded were his fee t with thorns and stones, that he had 

many times cast himself upon the ground in desperat ion, obstinately 

refu sing to proceed." There are several accounts of his adventures 

at this period, all of which, however, differ in many of their detail s. 

They are reproduced in Mr. Willmore's "History 0f Walsall. " 

The account given by Clarendon states that the King remained at 

Bentley, "in quiet and blessed security, for many clays," receiving all 

possible attention and every information respecting the state of the 

country. H e began, however, to get alarmed when a proclamation 

was issued offering a thousand pou nds for his apprehension. Colonel 

Lane having obtained, from Captain H enry Stone, governor of 

Stafford, a pass for his sister Jane and a servant to visit her married 

cousin near Bristol, she set forth riding behind the King, who was 

fitted "with clothes and boots for such purpose. " The colonel 

followed with a hawk and some dogs, and thus . the small cavalcade 

passed on towards Bristol. After enduring for two months the 

* T he P end rel-Brodhursts of ' Valsa \1 1 who still inherit certain annuities, trace the ir 
descent through H umph rey Penderel, the miller. 



utmost fatigue and innumerable dangers, the h.ing finally succeeded 

in making good !~ i s escape from the coast near Brighton to France. 

There can be little doubt that but for the timely exertions of th e 

Lane fam ily, the hun ted monarch woul l have lost his liberty, and 

perh aps his life. Nor was the King ind ifferent to their devotion, fo r 

upon his restoration he bestowed honours and pensions u1 on th e 

fam ily. The H ouse of Commons conferred upon Jane Lane the sum 

of£ r,ooo to buy her a jewel, together with a pension of£ r,ooo and 

a gold watch. Her father, Thomas Lane, 11·as also rewarded with a 

pension of £soo. These pensions were discontinued by William 

III. , and afterwards on ly paid for about th ree years in the latter part 

of Queen Ann's reign . The fam il y of Lane is now seated at King's 

Brom ley Manor, near Lichfi eld, whil st Bentl ey has passed through 
various hands to th e Earl of Lichfi e ld. 



GEOLOGICAL SKETCH. 

Walsall and its neighbourhood are geologically interes ting 

from the fac t that the great Silurian system of rocks is here freely 

exposed, and wi thin a very limited area nearly all the upper beds, 

ranging from the Landovery Sandstone to the I Yen lock Limestone, 

may be easily examined. The parish church and the old town 

surround ing it a re buil t on an island of limestone rising sharply 

fro m beneath the coal measure5. Th e town stands principally upon 

the shale or bavin , as it is locall y call ed, lying between the two 

well-known bands of the Dudley and Wenlock Lim estone, th e 

outcrops of which run along its eastern and western sides and are 

' rut off to the north and south by east and west faults. The beds 

d ip to the west at a very gentle angle, passing under the coal 

measures and rising aga in in the great Dudley _.\nticl inal, where 

they fo rm the well-kn own Castle, Wren's Nest, and Hurst Hill s. 

Jn the ra il way cutting near the station may be seen a good section 

of the calcareous beds of the upper or Little limestone dipping 

"'est at an angle of 5°, and soon becoming covered by the lower 

coal measures, the blue fl ats, and other ironstones. The lim estone 

has been freely worked in different parts of the town, both by mining 

and openworks. The Arboretum lake is an old q uarry, in which 

the lower or thick limestc ne was got until a recent period. The 

beds here dip at an angle of 1 0 °, and th e limestone is continued 

under the town, concealed by a thick capping of 4uartzose gravel 

1)f th e Drift period. _.\ long fault striking east and 1Yest almost in 

a line with Bridgeman Street throws down the limestone, and south 

of this none is known , alth ough Silurian Shale has been exposed in 

several places. 

The limestones appear again to the north-east at Rushall and 

Daw E nd, where th e measure> have been extensively worked since 

the time of the Romans. At the latter place some interesting sections 

111ve been laid bare by the railway, which passes for a considerable 



distance through th e \\ 'en lock Shales, here dipping at a very low 

angle to the north-west. The uppe r shales are of a grey ish colour, 

very so ft and having interl eaved sea ms of lim estone, which read ily 

:eparate into laminre from one to three inches in thi ckness and 

fill ed with th e remains of marine insects and testacea, "as thou gh 

the creatures as th ey peri shed had sunk through the soft bed of 

day or sand, which coated each separate deposition and remained 

fixed in relief on the hardening surface on which they res ted. " At 

a lower depth shales of a dark blue colour have been exposed. 

Th ese contain an abu ndance of foss il s, amongst which are fou nd 

Atrypa reticularis, Rhynconella, Strophomena, Euglypha, , ·c. Rare 

specimens of the genus Obolus and Meristella Zurnida and i eri s

tella Circe have also been found here by Davidson and others. 

The fossil s are easily cleared from th e so ft and disintegrat ing shale. 

In the cutting may also be noticed dark patches of the coal 

measures brought in probably by the fault, which at this point forms 

the north-eastern margin of th e . ilurian beds. 

Proceeding westward along the line the Wenl ock or Dudley 

beds come into view, and the limestone here is notable as being 

modular and concretionary in character and less flaggy than at the 

\Vren's N est. 

Still furth er west, the juncti on of the Silurian beds with the 

overl ying coal measures may be read ily perceived. 

At Linley the two bands of limestone crop out to the surface, 

a nd the caverns are wrought in the lower and thi cker band. The 

s tone here is 10 to I 1 yards in th ickn ess, and the workings ex tend 

for a distance of 6,ooo yards. It is fin er in quality .than that of 

Dudley or Woolhope, and its excellence is said to increase with 

the di stance from the spot where it crops out. The Linley lime

s tone, although not so good a flux for smelting purpos.:!s as Dudley, 

sets better and will set hard even under water. 

The upper or thin band of limestone is four yards in thickn ess, 

and separated from the larger by an intermediate shale in some 

places 40 yards thick. The workings at Linley are well worthy 

of a visit, although partly filled with water and dangerous from 

the dropping of large pieces from the roof. Hawkes Smith says, 



" The sil ent fo rsaken cavern , exhausted of their stores a re of 

onsiderabl e extent and very striking in their a rrange ment. The 

massy square columns regularl y disposed give an Egy ptian character 

to the labyrin thine halls and gloomy crypts of these on('e busy 

scenes." 

The \\ 'enl ock shales crop out to the south and eas t or ])aw 

E nd and \\'alsall over a tract nea rl y two mil es in width , and at 

H ay H ead another band known as the Barr li mestone makes its 

appearance, ri sing at an angle of eigh t or ten degrees from the 

overlying shale. It is conj e tured that th is ba nd lies at a depth 

of about 500 or 600 feet below the \\ 'a lsall beds. It d iffe rs from 

the latter in peing more d istinctly nodular and concretiona ry, and 

by occurri ng in a number of thin ba nds separa ted by thicker pa rtings 

of shale. It is darker and more argillaceous than the ])udley 

limestone, and is classed with that fo und at Woolhope in H erefo rd

shire. It contains numerous foss ils, and typical specimens ha\·e 

been obtained of the famous Illenus Barriensis or Barr Tri lobite, 

firs t fo und here; E ncrinurus punctatu s, Rh ynconell a J .ewisii , 

E ucalyptocrinites granulatus, a rare species, as yet found o nl y 

in this loca li ty ; Meristella, and various varie ties of corals, &c. 

The Barr limestone is considered to form th e base of the 

\\'enlock series, but a still low r member is th e "G pper Landovery 

beds, represented locally by two small patches, one to be seen at 

Daffod illy in a lane about 300 yards from the Three Crosses, and 

the other at Shustock Farm on the Birmingham R oad. 

The latter, says Mr. Beete Jukes, " is a pale yellow or oro wn 

sandstone, in some places nea rly white and purely q uartzose, in 

other sta ined with ferruginous bands forming considerabl e ring:. 

Other portions are calcareous and some parts a re highl y fossiliferou s," 

containing fragments of tril obites, cora ls, and a few brachiopoda. 

The pper J.andovery rocks at Barr are the most easterly exposure 

of this kind in England. They are a lso found to th e south of 

Birmingham on the Lower Lickey Hills, and o n the sides of these 

thin limestone shales are found , which are be lieved to be the repre

sentat ives of the Barr limestone. 

The Coal measures extend to the west and north of \\'a lsall, 



coming in about half a mile from the centre of the town and being 

represen ted it l Birch ill s and Goscote by the bottom or four-yard 
coal. This crops up continuously from Bentley across th e Great 

Bentley Fault by Ryecroft to Coal Pool, where it has been got 

by openwork. At the southern corner of Pelsall H eath the fou r-yard 

seam is separated into two part by intervening beds of shale and 

sandstone, which soon attain a thi ckness of 30 to 40 feet. The 

bottom . coal thus separated into two eams is technica ll y known 

as the shallow or deep coal. Still further on the thick coal is 

represented by 14 distinct coal s, with intercalated sandstones and 

shales, the whole ex~ending from 500 to 600 feet in thickness. 

The dip of the beds is from east to wes t at a low angle of inclination, 

The four-yard coal is now being successfully mined as far to the 

north -east of \;\,1alsall at Leigh's Wood and Aldridge. The nearest 

point at which th e ten-yard or thick coal approaches Walsall is at 

Sandwell, wh ere it was reached in 1873 at a depth of r , 250 feet, 
and lying beneath the Permian. 

Bands of ironstone of different kinds lying in and beneath 
the coal beds are found between ·wolverhampton and ·walsall, such 

as the Blue F lats to the south west of Bloxwich, the Diamonds 

around Ben tl ey and Ryecroft, with th e Silver Threads corning in 

between them. At the old gas works and along the Pleck Road 

the ironstone is found at a distance of 24 feet from the surface, 

but beyond Bridgeman Street it is thrown down to a greater depth 

and disappears altogether a few hundred yards furth er on. In 
the fi elds near Rushall Church ironstone has been largely got by 
openworks, and a furnace and forge for working it stood near 
the railway bridge until so late as the year r 7 35 . Plot, in his 
History of Staffordshire, gives a long account of the different 
divisions of this stone and the methods of working it. 

The Barr limestone at Hay H ead is overlaid unconformably 
by coal measure shale containing a small two-foot coal, but both 
these measures are thrown down to the east of this point by the 
boundary fault and the outcrop of the Permian rocks. 

The strata to the extreme east of Walsall and Daw End 
are those of the Bunter Pebble Beds which extend to Barr and 
Sutton Park. 
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Of igneous rocks we have a striking and insulated example 

at P owk Hill Quarry, between Walsall and Bentley. It is a basaltic 

rock of the same character as that forming the R owley Hill s, Barrow 
Hill at Pensnett, and other places. It is descri bed by Ju kes as 

"a hard, heavy, black, close-grained rock, often ass uming a columnar 

structure which in some instances becomes nearly as regular as 

the Giant's Causeway." The characteristic columns are now nearly 

all quarri ed away. They originally lay between th e thick coal 

and the fire clay and bottom coal, more or less charred and decom

posed by the heat of the burning mass, and forming a prominent 

mound about roo yards across. In the centre of the quarry the 

columns were vertical, some of them being however sharply bent 

inwards, and on th e eastern sides lying in nearly horizontal lines 

of a pentagonal shape and about 20 feet in height. In the sur

rounding coal measures have been found bones of fi shes, scales 

and teeth, ferns, and fragments of the Lepidodendron, a tall reed 

like a tree, with fruit somewhat resembling a modern pineapple. 

rear here was also di scovered a huge fossil fi sh (Niegalicthys Hibberti) 

" ·hich is now preserved in the British Museum. 

H alf-a-mile to the west of Powk Hill is a sheet-like mass 

of greenstone varying from 20 to 40 feet in thi ckness, and 

lying just above the bottom coal. At the new gas works and in 

th e railway cutting near, sections of the boulder clay have been 

exposed resting upon deep beds of sand and gravel. 

Near Fullbrook on th e West Bromwich R oad may be seen 

a large boulder standing between five and six feet above the ground. 

Secti ons of thi s were examined some years ago by Sir R. Murchison 

who pronounced it to be metamorphic rock from the mountains 

-0f \Vales or Cumberl and. 

IV e may remark in conclusion that the d1. position of local 

strata indicate generally a violent expansion bf the earth 's crust 

during later geological ages, which has shattered and dislocated the 

outlying formation s, the latter having been swept away by sub

sequent denudation. Slighter outbursts of igneous rock have, 
without elevating the surrounding strata, filled the chasms and 

formed P owk Hill and the greenstone sheets in its vicinity. 



SISTER DORA. 

Ou r necessari ly short biography of Sisler Dora will be very 

simple and unvarnished. The very clever romance of her life has 

obtained a world-ll"ide fame, without being altogether accurate. It 

raised indignatio n in the minds of tho ·e who knew Sister Dora better 

than did the writer, and especia ll y on account of its misrepresenta

tions of the town as a benighted, God-forsaken place in which 

Sister Dora was isolated. The fac t is that in the town of her 

adoption, to which she was a ttached with deep affect io n, and where 

she chose to die and to be buried, she had troops of fri ends, with 

wh om she had mutual intercourse and who were fu lly capable of 

appreciat ing the finest elements of her beautifu l nature. 

A comparatively uneventfu l life, spent in q uiet and unobtrusive 

ll"Orks of charity, was insufficient, perhaps, in sensational interest, to 

prov ide a popular biography; but thi s can be small excuse fo r fa ults 

of taste and errors of description and of fact, unworthy of associa tio n 

ll"ith the me111ory of Sister Dora, and grossly unfair to the tow n. 

Dorothy \Vyndlow Pattison,- ou r Sister Dora, - was the 

dau ghter of the Rev. Mark James Patt ison, for many years rector 

of the village of Hauxwell, in Yorkshire. She was born at Hauxwell 

on January r6th, 1832. She was the you ngest but one of a fami ly of 

twelve ch ildren, of whom one was the Rev. Mark Pattison, the la te 

distinguished Principal of Lincoln College, Oxford. H er ch ildhood 

was spen t amid ,the q uiet rural surroundings of her village home, a nd 

as a proof that she helped to give brightness and liveliness to them, 

11·e learn that her fa ther called her his "Sunshine." She appears 

early to have marked herself out for an independen t life of self

denying usefuln ess in the world. The ma ny duties, which she 

undertook so actively, of the Sunday Sc:nool, or the small charities 

of the vi ll age, found insufficient scope for her. H er life, too, was 

unsettled by the death of her mother. and by a personal heart trouble 
very gn evous to her. 



94 

In 186 r a clergyman in a Buckinghamshire vi llage advertised 

for a lady to take charge of hi s village school. Dorothy Pattison 

appl ied for the situation, and apparently rather against th e wishes of 

her fa ther and fri ends, became the village schoolmistress. She li ved 

alone in a cottage, in a very humble way. She not on ly taught th e 

children, but looked after them in their homes, and interested herself 

in their parents, and in all their lit tle joys and sorrows. Devoting 
herself entirely to th e wants of the villagers, she naturall y soon 
became the" ministering angel " wh ich a true woman always is" when 

affliction wrings the brow." She was constantly engaged in nursing 

the sick. She remained at th is vi ll age of Little ·woolston for upwards 

of two years. In the autum n of 1864 she joined the Sisterhood of 

the Good Samaritans, and entering th e H ome at Coatham, near 

R edcar, became for th e first time "Sister Dora. " 

The ·walsall Cottage Hospital was opened in a very small way 

in the autumn of 1863, under the voluntary superintendence of 

nursing "Sisters,'' from this Church of E ngland Sisterhood, at 

Coatham. The system of voluntary nursing was then almost 

unknown, our Cottage Hospital being the second of the kind in 

England. The only voluntary nurses· heard of at that time were 

those who had gone out, with Miss F lorence N ightingale, to the 

Crirnea, consequentl y the dress of the Sisters was unconimon and 

the name of 'Sister' strange. Some prejudice and misunder tanding 

were naturally the result. Suspicions were felt that th e nurses had 

proselytizing designs, and that th eir object was to entrap souls rather 

than to nurse bodies. 

Two houses in Bridge Street, with an accommodation of twelve 

beds, were all that then constituted the hospital. The first superin

tendent Sister was "Sister Mary, " a most estimable lady. H er 

health fai ling, at th e beginning of th e wmter of 1864-5, she was 

ordered to Bournemouth for the winter, and it was at this time that 

Sister Dora came to assist at the hospita l. It was on January 8th, 

1865, that Sister Dora first came to Walsal l. She of course fo und 

the hospital in a very small compass. She had not been there long 

before she caught small-pox from a patient. The attack, although 

not a severe one, necessarily separated her from her work for some 
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time. She was recalled to Coatham in April , r86 5, Sister M ary 

ha,·ing returned from her sojourn in the South. 

In Nove mber of the same year, Sister Dora was again sent 

fo r temporary help to Walsall. Ab01.1t the middle of D ecember sh e 

was ordered by th e Sisterhood to go and nurse a priva te case in the 

South of E ngland. The Hospital Committee were told that another 

Sister would be sent to Walsall , but they were already learn ing 

to kn ow Sister Dora's worth , and urg d her to remain. A le tter 

\Yas written from the Comm ittee to those in authority at Coatha m 
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urging the desire that Sister Dora should remain, and their reluctance 

to Jet her go. Th e Sisterh ood assum ed most arbitrary control, and 

seemed disinclined to give the consent or have their authority in 

the least interfered with. 

Before a fin al answer came, we are told , Sister D ora received 

the news from her home of th e se rious illness of her father, wh o 

desired to see her a t once. U nder a strangely mistaken sense of 

duty she 'considered that she was not at liberty to go with out 

communication with Coatham, and she therefore telegraphed to the 
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Home, asking permission to go, expressing her father 's earnes t wish 

to see her, and begging that another nurse should be sent in her 

place to the private patient to whom she had been ordered. The 

autocratic rule of the Sisterhood now asserted itself in an incredible 

way. The answer she received was: ' ' Io; you must go a t once to 

Devonshire." Strange as it seems, Sister Dora obeyed the bidding 

of her self-chosen masters. She had scarcely reached her destination 

when the tidings came of her father's death. She afterwards 

received permission from the Sisterhood to attend the fun eral. In 



Sister :!Dora Statue : 'lneliel?o '!Ro. 4. 

bitterness of spirit she now replied that as it had been denied her to 
see her fath er when alive, she no longer cared to go ; but at the 

urgent request of her family she did afterwards attend the funeral. 

Sister Dora, after her father 's death, returned to vValsall, 
al.most broken-hearted, and with little spirit to fa ce the work which 

awaited her. She plunged herself eagerly into the unceasing round 

of steady hospital work ; soon afterwards deciding to sever her 
connection with the Sisterhood, and the Committee having learnt 

her great worth, urged her to remain with us. She acceded to the 
request and gave herself up wholly to the care of our hospital. 
This was the commencement of thirteen years nursing and watching 
ministry amongst the suffering of the district. H er natural grace 
and talent, her. sweet and handsome presence, ~ and her high-bred 
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sympathetic manner disarmed all lingering susp1c1on as to the 
objects of the Sisters, and endeared her to everyone with whom she 

came in contact. T he usefulness and value of the hospital soon 
became manifes t, and the medical staft were overwhelmed by the ' 

crowd of out-patients. They were thus glad to have more help from 

the Sisters than is usuall y given. T his made for Sister Dora a 

severe apprenticeship in su rgical work, for which she showed an 

extraordinary aptitude. 

I n r866, by lifting a heavy, helpless man in bed, she seriously 

injured herself, and bro ught on a most severe and criti cal illness, 

during which she was greatl y sustained by the uni versal sympath y 

11·hich was expressed on all hands. 

In 1868, the hospital was removed· to the Mount, and not 

long after, an epidemic of small-pox broke out in the town, causing 

an immense stress of work upon the Sisters. During this visitation 

Sister Dora remained at the hospital. T hen came the erection of 

the E pidemic H ospital, and, after a while, the seconJ outbreak of 

the loathsome and malignant d isease. Sister Dora, believing that if 

someone in whom the people had con fi dence woul d take charge of 

the E pidemic H ospital, people wo uld send their fri ends there to be 

nursed, and so patients would be isolated and the di sease stamped 

out,-at once. took up her post at the small pox hospital, and 

night and day devoted herself with un flagg ing energy to the sufferers. 

She began thi s special work on February 28 th, 1869, and never left 

until August rst. What must the Spring and Summer,-those five 

months, day and night, with the plague-stricken,-have been to her ! 

In 1Sp, the employes of the L. & N. W. Railway Company, 

feeling a strong sense of gratitude to her for her tender deeds 

and patient nursings to many of themselves, presented her with 

a pony and carriage, which she used for several years for her 

visits to convalescent patients. 

In October of the year 187 5, the d readful tuyere explosion 

at the Birchills Iron Works (which fu rnishes the subject for the 

fi rst relievo ), took place . 
• In consequence of the large number of burnt cases treated 

in the ward at one time, erysipelas broke out, and it was decided 
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to clear the site at the Mount for the present Hospital. This 

rendered another move necessary, and a house in Bridgeman Street 

was rented as a temporary hospital; and so Sister Dora went 

there with her patients. The out-patient department, however, 
at the old hospital continued to be used, and this necessitated 

Sister Dora's going to and from the hospitals daily, while the labour 

at the temporary hospital was much incr1ased by the wards being 

located on the second and third storeys of the house. 

At the beginning of r 878 the hospital fever broke out, and 

it became necessary to clos~ the temporary institution. Sister 

Dora then went away amongst her friends, and, during her visits, 
symptoms of an aggravated kind shewed themselves, and she was 

told candidly her days were numbered. She did not lack friend5 

or open doors; but she elected to be brought back to die amongst 

the people with whom she had spent the best years of her life. 

Writing to a friend shortly a fter her arrival in . Walsall, she said 

"I am so glad to be at Walsall among all I love. l\Iy room is 

almost a garden of flowers,- and oh, the grapes! they would fill 

a vmery. I have not a care- it is all sunshine. God has taken 

away the fears of death and all sorrow at parting with life." 

It was intended that she should open the new hospital; and 
although it was evident that every day she wis becoming weaker, 

hopes were entertained that she · might be able, should the day 

be fine and warm, to do so; and for this purpose she was presented 

with a silver key. But when the time arrived she was too weak and 

ill , and the duty was performed in her name by the Mayor, W. 

Bayliss, Esq. 

She never lost her cheerfulness ; but after weeks of suffering 

the end came. It was Christmas Eve when she passed away, 

and she was buried in the Cemetery on the 28th December. There 

was general mourning throughout the town ; and although it was 

market day nearly every shop was closed during the time of the 

fun eral. As the procession wended its '~Y through the crowded 
streets, working men were seen to raise their caps and brush with 

their coat sleeves the tears from their eyes. The funeral service 

was conducted by Bishops Abraham and John Selwyn,-the clergy 
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of the town and the choirs of the d ifferent churches taking part. 
The inscription on the coffin was the same as that on the simple 

gravestone-" Sister Dora entered into rest, December 24th, 1878." 

f'ew lives spent in th e service of others partake less of a public 

character or present fewer passages suitable for public criticism. It 

was her expressed wish that 'nothing should be written' abou t her ; 

and she added "When I am gone many ahsurd tales will be circu

lated about me." Her life was meant to be-

A li fe that moves to gracious ends 
Through troops of unrecord ing fri ends, 

_../ deedfu! life, a si!mt voice. 

No words could more perfectly express the character of Sister Dora's 

life; the parallel failing onl y because one professed friend ceased to 

be an ' unrecording friend,' and rent the veil which a modest and 

simple life had gathered around itself. Her story was already 

written in the hearts of the thousands who loved her, and she wished 

no other record. 

Shortly after her death a Memorial Window was placed in the 

Parish Church, at a cost of ..£ 300, and a fund of ..£ 700 collected for 
the purpose of sending patients to Convalescent Homes. But some 

years after, it was felt that these had not exhausted the desire to 

preserve the memory of so good a life, and that something more 

visible and tangible -was demanded. The unique and noble statue, by 

Mr. Williamson of Esher, was then erected , at the cost of over 

..£1,000, in the centre of th e town. Of this \Valsall is justly proud. 

It evidences at once the gratitude of the people, and (by its relievos) 

her li fe-work. 

\Ve worship her mem ory as the most saintly thing that was ever 

given to us. H er name is immortalized: by her su rpassing goodness, 

and by the love of the whole people for her. 
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