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What's inside ... 

• Conservation 
news 

• Events guide 

• Norton Bog 
news 

• Useful numbers 

• Anything else we 
could think of! 
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It's still all go!! 
Autumn has turned rapidly 
into winter and we're still busy! 
We've started on the winter 
willow clearance on the South 
shore-if you walk from the 
boardwalk to the castle you will 

notice something strange-you 
can see the reservoir! A lot of 
the trees haven't been coppiced 
for a few years, and tl1ese ones 
are the big uneven shaped 
ones. Cutting them back will 
provide a better habitat for 
wildlife and the new long 
shoots will also be used for 
green wood craft courses. Our 
friends from the National Citi-· 

zen Scheme have also helped 
out here as well, spending a 
couple of soggy Saturdays cut
ting willow quite expertly with-

out complaint! They will also 
be helping us to selectively 
coppice willow all along the 
south shore, leaving some as 
mature trees and coppicing 
some and also cutting some 
and we'll be treating tl1e 
stumps with weed killer to 
prevent regrowth so people 
can enjoy a view of this lovely 
reservoir. We're still dealing 
with the anti-social behaviour 
at Chasewater, with damage to 
the children's play area , trees 
and car parks happening regu
larly. Call the police on 101 if 
you see anything seriously un
toward! We are also compiling 
our guided walks guide for 
next year, so look out for this 
in the Innovation Centre soon! 

Christmas is coming!! 

Never mind Cannock Chase! 
Christmas trees are coming to 
Chasewater! We ·will be selling 
a selection of very high quality 
cut trees (Fraser and Nord
mann Firs) throughout De
cember. Prices will be from 

£20 to £45 depending on size 
and species. Although we are 

mainly selling at weekends, if 
we are around in the week, we 
could be persuaded to open up 
and sell you a tree! Just ask at 
reception-you never know! 
The ranger services' Artistic 

Director (Volunteer Sue) has 
worked wonders in creating a 
welcoming environment corn-

Before and after! 

plete \vith woodland scene and 
decorations all on a very tight 
budget! Thanks also to our 
grazer John for the bales of hay 
and also another of our volun
teers, Ben has also helped no 
end in doing tlie advanced 
DIY needed to make this suc
ceed- Well done and tliank 

you all! 
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A helping hand for the 

ranger service 

The logs are sold in 
netting bags and are 

priced at £4 a bag or 3 
bags for £10. they are 

available at the 
Innovation Centre or at 
the old rangers office. 

Cows and deer graztng on 
the North Shore 

The Rangers Rant! ! 

More Trees! 
A proliferation of thin plastic 
tubes has suddenly appeared 
on the South shore! Members 
of Beacon Church and mem
bers of the public have helped 
the rangers in planting a variety 
of native hardwood trees, in
cluding oak, rowan, cherry and 
birch. These have been donat
ed by the Woodland Trust, and 
are all guaranteed British Stock. 
These trees have been planted 
in an area of poor, rank grass
land, and when the grass is 
cleared from around them, 

they will be able to grow hap
pily away, and complement the 
miJc of predominantly birch 
and willow that are on the 
shoreline. In future years, as 

the trees grow they will be
come a habitat for small mam
mals, birds and insects, and as 
tliey grow further, it will be 
larger mammals, and rarer, 
more specialized and rarer 
insects that use them. Never let 
it be said we only cut trees 
down!! 

Logs from the Bog! 
As well as selling Christmas 
trees, the rangers and Norton 
Bog volunteers are now, for a 
limited time, selling birch logs 
tliat have come from heathland 
clearance works at Norton 
Bog. A lot of the tree that we 
fell are cut up and stacked up 
on site to rot down and be
come a micro-habitat for inver
tebrates and small mammals. 

On heathlands, however, such 
piles of vegetation will add too 
much nitrogen to the soil and 
will encourage scrub and rough 
grasses in the heather, which 
we have to avoid. So rather 
than bum or chip the wood, 
we have decided to sell it and 
the revenue will go towards the 
Friends of Norton Bog and 
conservation works on the site. 

Cows (Or lack of. .. ) 
Those of you who regularly 
walk around the lake will no
tice that our lively and chunky 
bovine friends have been con
spicuous by their absence re
cently! The cows are actually 
on their \.vinter break in Upper 
Longdon! The grazing has fin
ished for the year, and the 
cows will be back in early 

Spring on Anglesey Basin. The 
cows have done a superb job 
on the heathlands in grazing 
rough grasses and nibbling 
back scrub which will eventual
ly weaken and kill it. Ecologist 
Dan and Rob from tlie Ranger 
Service, confidently set forth 
with a bucket of feed, sticks 
and had no doubt that they 
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Beacon Churches' Patrick 
hard at work!! 

Log piles in a woodland 

setting 

would all go into the corral ..... 
E leven of the twelve went in 
no problem, but one wouldn't 
have any of it and it took some 
firm words from the grazer 
John to persuade the last errant 
cow to join the others! T hey all 
passed their TB test, so they 
will all be back next Spring 

chewing away! 

• 
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The Rangers Rant!! 

Norton Bog News 

Norton Bog has officially 
passed the reservoir inspectors 
eagle eye! The movement of 
the dam was minimal as nor
mal, and he was happy with the 
remedial works done on the 
spillway and brook to maintain 
the water flow. The brook has 
only just started flowing in the 
last couple of weeks, and has 
conveniently washed away a lot 
of the leaves and other debris 
that was about to be raked up! 
We are having contractors on 
site in the ne."t couple of weeks 

to clear fell the forest of willow 
scrub in the old washings pit. 
In the last few years, a thriving 
marsh has become a wet scrub
by area and we have suffered a 
decline in dragonfly and dam
selfly numbers in this area as a 
consequence. Hopefully the 
removal of most of these thin 
spindly trees will restore tlle 
rightful balance! The heath
land clearance on Norton Bog 
also continues-the volunteers 
have cleared a patch of alder 
infested heather near to the 

Help needed please!! 
The rangers are in need of 
some assistance in helping look 
after their country parks. Its 
not just Chasewater-Norton 
Bog, Hatherton Reservoir, 
Sevens Road Wood and Wim

blebury Mound all need some 
attention too. The work would 
be varied and interesting and 
could include some of the fol-
lowing activities .. .............. .. 

Habitat management, such as 
heathland restoration, tree and 
scrub clearance, creating and 
restoring wetlands, cutting 
wildflower areas, and creating 
new habitats. You might also 

do some track maintenance 
such as resurfacing and drain
ing or work on public rights of 
way and you could also help 
out at some of our events and 

It's filling up! 
Chasewater is finally filling up! 
After a very dry Autumn, and 
some repair works on the dam, 
that needed us to drop S' off 
the level of Chasewater, Canals 
and Rivers Trust (Formerly 
British Waterways) closed the 
valves and stopped drawing 
water off for the canal net
work. The exposed shoreline 
gave us opportunity to do 

some serious willow clearance 
and also gave people chance to 
feed the ducks and swans in 
the absence of water in the 
duck pond .. . I In the last cou
ple of weeks, the water level 
has risen dramatically , due in 
no small part to the fact that 
the lagoon and Big Crane 
Brook at N orton Bog are now 
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entrance and it now looks like 
a proper heathland! The red 
deer on Norton have returned 
after the rut and are relaxing 
now after their exertions! A 
badly lame red stag that had 
been seen here for some time, 
was also seen regularly at 
Chasetown, and in tlle interests 
of the red deer herds welfare. 
this animal was culled. We also 
have an increasing number of 
muntjac deer here, and these 
are now a fairly common sight 
on tlle old railway line. 

even just be a pair of eyes 
around tlle place for us and 
help us keep i t tidy and safe for 
tlle public to use. So if you feel 
like helping out as a Country
side Volunteer, please contact 
Rob on 07855 336 907. No 
experience is necessary-just 
come '.vitll a sense of humour 
and a pair of gloves!! 

flowing into Jeffreys Swag, and 
in turn this flows into the res
ervoir, so over tlle winter 
montlls, the levels will rise to 
the normal level. In tlle spring, 
the valves will be opened again 
to replete the canal network. 
However, before tllat happens, 
the reservoir inspector ·will be in 
town soon ... !!! 
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The red deer residents! 
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Exposed shore, soon to be 

coveted! 



Contact detai ls. 
Facebook and Twitter users are also catered for! 

Chasewater Innovation Centre 

Chasewater Country Park 
www.facebook.com/ ChasewaterCou ntryPark 

Pool Road 

Brownhills 

WS8 7NL 

01543 370 737 

chasewateric@staffordshire.gov.uk 

www.twitter.com#chasewater 

www.enjoychasewater.co.uk 

K, .... Staffordshire 
\....X....J County Council 

Ranger Events 

The rangers hold a series of 
events and guided walks 
throughout the year, all of 
which can be found in the 
events guide in the Innovation 
Centre. They vary from health 
walks and birds of prey experi
ences to guided walks and chil
drens events. For further infor
mation, please go to the Inno
vation Centre and ask. We 
might also add other events 
through the year so keep your 
eyes open for flyers around the 
park. 

Our events are almost ended 
for the year, but our new 
events guide will be available in 
the new year. We try to cover a 
variety of subjects for our 
events, but we are open to 
suggestions if there is some

thing that is a popular request! 
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Next issue due ....... When I get five minutes!! 

• 



Events/Exhibitions January-April 2015 

8th December-2nd January 
Robert Bridgstock 

Robert offers framed oil 
paintings on canvas, which have 

been utilised from his own 
'landscape' photographs on 

Cannock Chase. Some are also 
wildlife, such as foxes , badgers 

and deer. 

23rd February-20th March 
Craig Evans 

Craig has devoted his spare 
time capturing beautiful 

landscapes and a variety of 
wildlife on canvas. 

5th January-23rd January 
Richard Griffiths 

Richard started painting as 
teenager and now he has retired 
devotes his time to his art work. 

Richard's work includes 
landscapes & portraits in oil and 

uses his own style of 
. . . 
1mpress1ornsm. 

26th January-20th February 
Shelia Macey 

'Out and about with Sheila ' 

Shelia try's to capture with light 
& composition the special 

feeling of the subject she is 
taking, and makes any 

adjustments needed using 
Adobe Photoshop. 

23rd March-24th April 
David Gough 

David's photography 
captures Chasetown & 

Burntwood's local 
manufactory industries 
throughout the years. 
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