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Take a look at this photo
graph. It's a nine inch thick brick 
wall, severely damaged. Lorry 
smash? Gas explosion? 
Bulldozer? No. Believe it or not, 
this was the sight that con
fronted Walsall Wood F.C. com
mittee members, 24 hours after 
having building w-.1rk repaired at 
the other end of their main 
stand, and the simple answer to 
the damage is, vandalism. 

Lager louts or yobbo's? No 
again. Th is damage was caused 
by lads and even girls of 9-11 
years of age. The fact is, that 
these youngsters have been 
chased off, on numerous occa
sions over the last twelve 
months, but, as a lot of these, if 
caught are too young to be pro
secuted, there isn't a lot the club 
can do. 

New Chairman John Sylves
ter is furious over th is latest 
attack, the worst yet, " I wonder if 
the parents of these children are 
aware of what they get up to 
when they're out of sight. We've 
confronted fathers and mothers 
on occasions but unfortunately 
they always take the kids side 
and believe it must have been 
someone else" . 

The problem has got worse 
since Walsall Council fenced the 
path off around their bowling 
green and visitors to Oak Park 
Leisure Centre have started 
using the 'Woods' ground as a 
short cut. 

Another committee man 
stated "It seems that two metal 
bars used for temporary fencing 
were found under the stands 

DISTRIBUTED TO OVER 
6,000 HOUSEHOLDS AND 
BUSINESSES MONTHLY 

and these were used to prise the 
b~icks apart, and if a 
groundsman hadn't spotted 
these vandals when he did, they 
would probably have had the lot 
down. We are now sick and tired 
of this mindless destruction. We 
found one of our mowers 
wrecked in the middle of the 
pitch last season, while another 
one has been damaged where it 
stood, and we've twice tried to 
erect a wall by the main gate and 
it's been knocked down each 

time". 
The club has tried for a grant 

to build -a -new fence but have 
been turned down, so are cur
rently setting about erecting 
their own, but it will take time. 

A last message from the 
Chairman "We are not going t o 
let these pests win, and if we 
have to take drastic measures, 
so be it, but we've no intention 
of standing idly by and seeing 
months' of hard work go to ruin. 
One or two have started to get 

careless and leave initials in 
their graffiti, and other 
youngsters are on the look out 
for us, so next time we could 
make a positive catch". 

What the club would · ideally 
like is to welcome youngsters to 
the ground and involve them in 
the running of the place, so get
ting them involved in something 
useful, because one day they 
may benefit from the facilities 
offered. 

More styles, more colours, more fabrics 
MORE CHOICE THAN EVER BEFORE 

A wide range of Nets and ready made Curtains are available, and for your convenience we offer 
you a Full "At Home" Pattern Selection Service. You can choose your Carpets and Curtains in 
your own home, see how they look in place before you decide 

·EMPIRE 
CARPETS & CURTAINS 

65A, ·High Street, Brown hills 
Tel : 0543-378711(Shop)0902-337951 (Home) 

VISA · MASTERCARD · EUROCARD 

WHY NOT JOIN OUR LINEN CLUB? 
Your family and friends can put by a small amount each 
week and purchase lovely linen goods when needed. 

There are discounts for 
you if you form a Linen Club 

Call in and ask Ann or 
Helen for details 
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Brownhills, Walsall, 

West Midlands 
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Last month, the dinner ladies 
of Brownhills Watling Street 
School sprang a surprise on the 
pupils during a Salad Day's din
ner. 

COLOUR UP 
FOR SUMMER 

Choose one of our exciting 
summer rinses and invigorate 

your days. Clynol Colour 
conditions and shines as well as 
giving you a vibrant new colour. 

SPECIAL OFFER £9 includes cut, 
blow dry and colour of your choice 

Copper Nobs1uNisExi" ~ ,~ 
I SALON t; 

998, Ogley Road,-Browrihills. Tel: 0543-373205 

They all dressed as proper 
waitresses and performed their 
duties like 5 star hotel experts. 

But, as Mrs. Doreen Leach told 
us, they're no strangers to dres
sing up, and at every excuse are 
ready to brighten meal times 
with a bit of showmanship (or 
womanship). In the past they 

have been girls from the Carib
bean, Easter Bunnies and Santa 
Claus' for last Christmas' holi
day break-up meal. 

" It gives us a bit offun and the 
children love it as much as we 
do" said Doreen, "and were 
already thinking up something 
for the next holiday." 

New Garage 
Scheme Idea 

Councillor Graham Walker 
has written to the Director of 
Housing with a suggestion to 
reduce costs and admininstra
tion regarding the letting of 
Council garages. 

Mr. Walker's idea is to intro
duce a 12 month lease rather 
than a weekly rent, with an 

opportunity for tenants to carry 
out repa irs - to specified stan
dards - in return for waiving one 
or more leasing charge. He 
believes that this system would 
not only cut down on admin. 
costs but also lead to garages 
being brought up to a more 
reasonable standard. 

WHEN MISFORTUNE STRIKES-CALL US 
DAYPAUL, YOUR COMPLETE ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE 

*Jigged Accident Repairs * ln~!·Jrance Work 
* Low Bake Oven 
*Colour Matching no problem 
*MOT Welding Repairs 

* Fleet Enquiries welcome 

--* All types of Welding 

* Cars & Light Commercials 

*Precision 4 Wheel Alignment-----..' 

We give a full 2 year 
Paintguard Warranty on 

all our Paintwork 24 Hour Recovery Service -
Phone Motor Mobile 

0543 373216 
and quote DAYPAUL 

UNIT F, CHASE ROAD, 
BROWN HILLS 
Tel: 0543 376588 



Record your personal 
announcement in the 
Brownhills Gazette -
Births, Engagements, 

Marriages, Deaths, 
In Memorium, 

Notice of Thanks etc. 
All announcements 10p 
per word, accepted at 

183 High Street, 
Brown hills. 

DEATHS 
Stubbs (Bill) - Passed away 
August 5th aged 71 years. Tired 
and weary you battled on, until 
your strength had gone. God 
saw how much you suffered, he 
knew you had your share, he 
gently took you in his arms and 
took you in his care, I feel so lost 
w ithout you and still can' t 
bel ieve it's true, but the w orst 
thing, of all, I will never get over 
losing you. God Bless Bill. 
Heartbroken wife Edie. 

Stubbs (Bill) Treasured 
memories, tenderly kept of 
someone we' ll never forget. Will 
be sadly missed, Eve, Art and 
family. 

Notice of Thanks 
Stubbs (Bill) - Mrs Stubbs wou Id 
like to thank relatives, friends 
and neighbours of Marklew 
Close for cards and flowers, the 
staff and friends at Streets 
Corner Day Centre for '"The love 
and care" over the years they 
gave '" Bill", nurses at Shelfield 
Clinic, doctors at Walsall Wood, 
Manor Hospital, Wendy and 
Mick, Rene, and special thanks 
to Kathleen, brother Jack and 
Arthur for the time he spent with 
Bill, also Rev. Girl ing for a lov ely 
service. Thanks and God Bless 
you all. 

FOR SALE 
PRAM Newc:onQ;;;ion £49.00 o.n.o. 
Tel: ()543..sa&!. ; 

Position 
made 
clear 

Dear Brian, 
In response to your expressed 

desire to see a convergance of 
politicians of all parties for the 
benefit of Brownhills, I would 
like to make my position as a 
local Labour Councillor clear. 

Like anybody else who lives in 
Brownhills, I wish to live in an 
attractive and well maintained 
area and I will use my influence 
as a councillor to improve the 
physical environment wherever 
I can. Having said this, it is my 
belief that benefits for any par
ticular area come, not from tart
ing up buildings, but from fight
ing for real and practical 
improvements in services and 
peoples general standards of liv
ing. Whilst campaigning for 
improvements to an area is 
worthwhile and is something 
that all councillors do, regard
less of party or political belief, it 
is however, the most superficial 
of reasons for getting involved 
in politics. 

The major battleground of 
Bri tish politics, and the real 
dividing line between socialists 
and our political opponents, is 
and always has been that of 
Class. From cradle to grave, 
ordinary working people, like 
the people of this town and 
myself (for the information of 
those who believe councillors 
are highly paid, I get £75 per 
month as a basic allowance for 
council work and I earn my living 
as a bricklayer) are on the receiv
ing end of an appalling deal 
from the ruling class. 

On the whole, working class 
children are taught in second 
rate schools and usually end up 
as low paid workhorses for pub
lic school, upper and middle 
class bosses, sweating it out in 
factories, foundaries, construc
tion sites and farms to name but 
a few, not because they are less 
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part of their lives. 
Many families are either 

homeless or forced to live in dis
graceful conditions because 
public spending cuts over the 
last twelve years have meant 
that councils, of all political col
ours, are unable to build new 
homes or properly maintain 
existing housing stock. 

There is more than enough 
evidence to prove that there is a 
direct correlation between hous
ing and work conditions, and 
poor health. But when working 
class people are sick, the only 
treatment that they can afford is 
from a health service that can't 

IF IT'S · 
GLASS fl 

WE DO IT. I I 

~ ~/ # .AW GLASS LTD. 
~Af W< ·· oefiveryservice 
~ A-? TRADE & RETAIL SUPPLIED 

GLASS CUT TO SIZE WHILE YOU·WAIT 

MIRRORS 
We have a large selection 

of Mirrors in various shapes 
and sizes 

Framed. Pri~es from £12 to £100 

Newly installed 
Glass decorating machine 

gives a frosted effect to designs 
on windows and doors etc. 

If you live in Brownhills bring 
in this Advertisement 

for 10% OFF every purchase 

OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY 

Manufaeturers Of Sealed Units 
Mirrors 8_t Safety_ (i.la~s Supplied 
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CONTINUED FROM 
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afford to treat them. Even when 
working class people ret ire -
unless they have been excep
tionally lucky - they are forced to 
EXIST on a pittance pension, 
regardless of the contributions 
they have made to society over 
the years. ' 

All of this, and much more, is 
allowed to go in this country, in 
order that a small number of 
people (one percent of the popu
lation) can continue to enjoy the 
enormous wealth and power 
that they have done for cen
turies. For many years the 'man
agers' of this way of life have 
been supported by middle and 
working class lackys, so called 
moderates and compromisers 
who constantly wander around 
saying 'nice' things, but consis
tently refuse to commit them
selves to tackling the root cause 
of the problem, the class sys
tem. 

The system operated in this 
country is morally bankrupt. It 
has not 'failed the people' 
because it was never meant to 
serve them. In a modern con
text, it compares with the slave 
trade. People are treated like raw 
materials to make fortunes for 
the few, and in return they are 
.given just enough carrot and 
just enough stick to keep them 
under control. It is not an acci
dent of fate, it is a policy. 

Therefore Brian, I can find no 
common ground with these 
people. I have nothing "good" 
to say about them and I will 
never 'sit around a table' with 
them unless it is to further the 
breakdown of their system. 

Yours sincerely 
G. Walker 

Brown hills 
Cemetry 

Dear Sir, 
Having seen the results of 

your campaigns for Silver Court, 
and various other benefits to 
Brownhills, I venture to write to 
you about the disgraceful state 
of Brownhills Cemetery. 

I know you have highlighted it 
before, but my recent experi
ence prompted me to write to 
you. 

I am a pensioner and for the 
last six months have been in and 
out of hospital. On going to my 
son's and husband's grave on 
discharge from hospital, I was 
shocked to find the headstone 
flat on the ground, all chipped 
and some of the letters erased. 
The stone-mason I sent for, 
assured me, that the only way it 
could have come down was 
through vandalism. 

On other occasions the new 
flower holder, had been swap
ped for an old one, and then it 
was taken out and trampled on. 

It is very upsetting, that 
despite what care and attention 

you try to give, these things keep 
happening. 

The gates have been 
removed, there is no fence to 
speak of and unless relatives 
build up the graves themselves 
they soon become unrecognisa
ble as such. 

Just who is responsible for the 
upkeep. 6 or 7 years ago I was 
told the Council had taken it over 
from the church, but no-one 
seems to know for certain. 

Streetly has been laid out as a 
lawn cemetery and well kept. I 
was told 13 years ago not to put 
a kerbing round, as it was 
intended to be laid out the same 
at Brownhills. 

We pay the same Poll Tax as 
them, why should our cemetery 
be left like a tip. 

Brownhills a lways seems to 
be on the outside looking in, it's 
time some respect was shown to 
our loved ones. 

Yours faithfully 
L. Matthews 

Brown hills 
West 

Dear Editor/Reader, 
I have lived in Brownhills all 

my life, 24 years of which have 
been at Brownhills West. In this 
time I have seen many changes 
but none for the good. The 
people of Brownhills West have 
never had any amenities. 

Many years ago Walsall Coun
cil had a dilemma. Should they 
build something useful or 

should they building a trotting 
track, they chose the latter which 
turned out to be the biggest 
"White Elephant" out, this is 
now so run down i t looks derelict 
- not exactly something to 
admire while dr iving down the 
AS. The Council could have built 
a community centre which 
housed a swimm ing pool, a 
youth club, a p lace where young 
and old could have met. This 
would have enhanced the 
Chasewater site, and maybe 
prevented a few swimming acci
dents, because children would 
not have been enticed to swim in 
the "dangerous" Chasewater. 

The children have never had a 
youth club, nowhere of interest 
to play, no swimming baths, no 
library etc. They could not even 
be bothered to put a zebra cros
sing let alone a pelican crossing, 
across one of the busiest roads 
in the country. The only place 
the children in area have to play 
is what's known as "The Hill". 
This is now put out of bounds 
because of the youths that con
gregate up there (because there 
is nowhere else for them to_ go) 
doing things they ought not to. 
The youths roam the streets, but 
in all honesty they don' t cause 
any trouble, but meeting them 
can be quite harrowing for a 
pensioner or a lady on her own 
in today's violent climate. Cars 
are regularly stolen, but you 
rarely see a policeman. 

Why you ask am I writing all 
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this? Recently the proprietor of 
the Rising Sun Inn tried to bring 
a bit of activity to Brownhills 
West in the form of a small driv
ing/pitching range. I myself do 
not play golf nor do I wish to, but 
it made by blood boil to think 
that yet again Brownhills West is 
denied another amenity it so 
desperately needs, by some Tin 
Gods miles away in Walsall who 
are impervious to our needs. 
This range would not have cost 
the Poll-Tax payer a penny. 

Mr P. Thacker 
Brownhills West 

Thanks 
We would like to thank the 

parents and children past and 
present for the overwhelming 
generosity of their gihs to us on 
July 24th, the occasion of our 
retirement from Brownhi/ls 
West J.M./. School. 

A special thank you to par
tents who, by their hard work, 
made our retirement a day we 
will always remember. 

Sybil Cox 
Pam Evans 
Fay Owen 

Heavy Duty Cultivators, Mowers, 
Wallpaper Strippers, 

Cement Mixers, Angle Grinders, 
Chain Saws, Engine Cranes etc. 

Call_ i~ - whatever Tool you're after 

BROWN HILLS 
MOWERS 

181 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS Tel: Brownhills 377719 
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Paufa' 
International Design 
Collection 

at Paola's 
best ever sale 

Stock must be 
cleared to make way 
for new, exciting 
autumn collection. 

~iJ 
14 HIGH STREET, BROWNHI LLS 

I VISA I TEL: 0543 376884 ~ 
VISA · DINERS CLUB ·ACCESS 

REMNANT SALE 
YARDS AND YARDS! Of QUALITY 

REMNANTS------------------------------

Your chance to save - but only while stocks last 

Remnants from only £1.50 sq. yd. 
Example:-

20ft x 13ft Cord Carpet foam backed - only £44 

End of roll bargains suitable for small areas 
2ft x 12ft up to 4ft x 12ft 

from only £10 - £14 
Choose from our range of rugs 

from as little as £3.99 

A WIDE SELECTION OF 

PATIERNS AND TEXTURES 

~Bell Carpets 18 Silver Court, High Street, 
Brown hills 

Open late Thursday and Friday till 6.30 p.m. 
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, IN WALSALL 
TOWN HALL 

ThursilCiy 19th September- 7.30pm 

• Carlo Curley · 
An evening of organ classics and 

other popular music with American 
organist Carlo Curley. Programme 
includes Elgar's Land of Hope and 
Glory and Bach's Prelude and 
Fugue in G major. 

Tickets £5 /Concessions £2.50 

Sunday 27th Octo"ber- 7.30pm 

• The King's Singers 
Don't miss your chance to see the 

world famous King's Singers in their 
first visit to Walsall Town Hall. An 
evening not to be missed! 

Tickets £7 I Concessions £3.50 

Friday 13th December- 7.30pm 

• Sounds for Silents 
Silent films from Laurel and 

Hardy, Charlie Chaplin and Harold 
Lloyd together with music ranging 
from Bach to Fats Waller. 

Tickets £5 /Concessions £2.50 

Full programme details and tickets 
available from Walsall Leisure 
Services, Civic Centre, Walsall. 
Tel: (0922) 6531511653141 

~'alsall 

tei4"'lffe P--· 

Recognition of work 
for Gwen 

Miss Gwen James who is no 
stranger to regular Gazette read
ers, received a surprise recently 
on opening an envelope addres
sed to her at her home in The 
Homestead iri Ogley Road. 

She was amazed to find 
enclosed a certificate denoting 
that she had won THE HEART OF 
BRITAIN AWARD. 

The award is granted jointly 
by B.B.C. Radio W.M. and the 
M.E.B. and is given to people 
who over the years work to 
improve the quality of life for 
others. 

Gwen has certainly done that, 
as she has been involved in 
charity work as long as she can 
remember and is well known 

through her work at Clayhanger 
Methodist Church. 

Now 82, she has been ill since 
she was ten years old with 
STILLS disease, a rare form of 
arthritis which effects all the 
bones in the body and, though 
wheelchair bound for most of 
her life, amazes everyone with 
her achievements. 

"Apparently someone nomi
nated me for this award, along 
with hundreds more" Gwen told 
the Gazette, "but I knew nothing 
about it till I opened that 
envelope. Obviously I'd like to 
thank those concerned and will 
cherish and honour it for a long, 
long time." 

Who's would 
you serve? 

PREMIUM SAUSAGES AND HOME 
COOKED MEAT MADE BY 

RAY WILLIAMS OF COURSE! 
You can't beat the taste of traditional sausage>. Ours arc made on 
the premises using only the finest ingredients. 

Traditionally Home Cooked Meat. Try ours once and you'll 
be back for more. Boiled Ham, Roast Pork, Roast Beef, 

Boiled Bacon 

Ray Williams 
YOUR FAMILY BUTCHER 

28 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILLS 
TEL: BROWNIIlLLS 360910 
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Redundancy 
Advice 
Clinic in 

Brown hills 

Brownhills Community Colts 

A successful job loss help 
clinic to ease redundancy prob
lems was held in Brownhills. 

It was the fourth Redundancy 
Advice Clinic held in the 
Borough, and during the day 
local people facing redundancy 
received help and advice on per
sonal finance, welfare benefits, 
re-training, debt counselling 
and job prospects. 

A Walsall Council-led Action 
Group, co-ordinated by the 
Economic Development Unit 
(EDU), have produced a booklet 
with advice for newly redundant 
people on benefits, jobs and 
training. A copy can be obtained 
from the EDU on Walsall 652041. 

Pictured at the clinic are three 
people looking for work, Juliette 
Maxam (left), Alan Dawson (sec
ond left), and Peter Crane 
(right); also pictured is the 
Mayor of Walsall, Cllr Alan 
Davies (centre) who opened the 
clinic, and Peter O'Brien (second 
right), Chairman of the Redun
dancy Action Group. 

The Photograph is of Brown
hills Community Colts U10 who 
play in the West Midland Prim
ary League and are managed by 
P. Davies. 

Brownhills Community Colts 

The results of the 200 Club 
Draw. 

4.7.91No.176 A. Portman £25 
4.7.91 No. 71 P. Davies£10 
11.7.91 No.215L. Vale£25 
11.7.91No.272 R. Bains £10 
18.7.91 No.181 L. Whitehouse£25 
18.7.91 No. 327 N. Fenton £10 
25.7.91 No. 53 S. Hale £25 
25.7.91 No. 28 B. Keates £10 

CHESTER ROAD, ALDRIDGE 
/ 

. .,,,4.-L VISIT l 1S 
OR PHO~E 021 352 0871 ~ 

For Professional Eye Care 
Call on: Bryan W. Seaman F.F.o.o. 

SIL VER COURT OPTICIANS 
We have a stylish selection of both Budget priced 

and Fashion Frames for you to choose from. 
For eye protection, we have a range of Safety Spectacles available. 

All types of Contact Lenses supplied. 
*Hearing Aid Service also available 

17, SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, 
BROWN HILLS. TEL: 0543 372504 

' \ 
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£59.50 
£69.95 

£129.00 
£29.95 
£9.95 

£59.95 
£179.00 

Mirrors and Pictures from £2 to £200 

Top prices paid for top quality 3 p iece suites and 
other quality used items. 

We also buy gold in any condition 

STYLISH LIVING 
3 piece conservatory suites from only 

Upholstered Cane Suite Seconds only 

£149.00 
£139.50 

NORMAN 
.EVA-NS 

DISCOUNT STORE 
93-95, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

TEL: BROWNHILLS 373442 
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Going to the Dogs 
"Going to the Dogs" has for 

years been used to describe any
thing as being on the decl ine, 
tatty, or of an unsavoury nature. 
Like Greyhound Racing? 

The past few years have seen 
a vast change in a sport that was 
once seen as the haunt of the 
seedy spivs and felonous types. 

Stadiums are much more up 
market nowadays and can offer 
facilities like a meal out, drinks 
and betting, without leaving the 
comfort of your seat, as is t he 
case at Hall Green. To find out 
more about the sport, I con
tacted a local racing greyhound 
owner Mr. Ivan Williams who 
races regularly at Norton Canes 
Stadium. 

Norton is a National 
Greyhound Racing club (NGRC) 
registered permit track, which 
means that an owner can apply 
for a permit license to allow him 
to race4dogs owned by himself, 
or apply for an owner trainers 
license for dogs owned by him
self or jointly with others. 

There are 3 types of training 
license, a permit, owner trainer, 
or professional license, the dif
ference being that the latter two 
receive the racing calender giv
ing details of open races at all 
NGRC tracks in the country, 
enabling entry at any track. 

As an owner trainer, an 
appointed official, the Regional 
Stipendary Steward for the Mid
land Region, may inspect your 
kennels, and greyhounds at reg
ular intervals, and every 6 

months a vet also carries out a 
similar examination and reports 
accordingly. 

Kennels are checked for clean
liness, security, and food prep
aration area, and the dogs for 

general well being. 
Greyhounds have to be 15 

months old before they can run 
and are "ear marked" for iden
tification purposes. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 

ictured is Ivan with two of his 
best dogs FARM BONANZA and 

· . FARM TURBO and keeping 
~other in check is daughter Shel
·ley and boyfriend Kevin. 

Announce The Opening ·of Their 
"NEW" WALLPAPER DEPARTMENT 

OVER 6,000 DIFFERENT PATIERNS TO CHOOSE FROM OUR 
BOOK BAR -24 HOUR DELIVERY All AT DISCOUNTED PRICES 
INCLUDING: Sanderson, Crown, Eurostudio, John Willman, 
Harlequin, Dollhouse, Kingfisher, Graham & Brown, Vymura, 
Storeys, Mayfair, Venilia, Hilife, Turners, Muraspec and other 
well known makes 

100's OF ROLLS NOW IN STOCK WITH THE LATEST CO-ORDINATED PATIERNS OF WASHABLES AND VINYLS 
TOGETHER WITH BORDERS FROM : Crown, Fine Art, Fabrelle and many more including The Simpsons ! ! 

TCURTAIN MAKING SERVICE TFULL COLOUR RANGE OF PAINTS AND ACCESSORIES 

[]) @ []i~&[]) (FORMERLY READECJ 109-111 HIGH STREET 
0 0 BROWNHILLS (Car Park At Rear} 

TEL: 0543 372275 FAX: 0543 373075 OPEN 8.30- 5 .00 MON TO SAT 
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Brownhills West 
J. M. L School 

Brownhills West School, Brownhills. 
Mrs. Sybil Cox and Mrs. Pamela Evans 

Brownhills West 
retirements 

Parents and pupils at Brown
hills West J.M.I. School, didn't 
intend the retirement of 3 of 
their teachers to pass unnoticed, 
and when the end of term whis
tle blew for the last time a sur
prise presentation ceremony 
took place. 

The three teachers concerned, 
were Mrs. Owen, who lives in 
St.Marks Road and was former
ley Deputy Head at Shelfield, 
who started teaching 35 years 
ago, and has been at Brown hills 
West School for the last 23 
years. 

Mrs. Evans who lives in Castle 
Street, clocking in 21 years, and 

Mrs. Cox of Norton Canes, new
comer with 18 years service. By 
my reckoning that's 62 years 
between them at one school, 
which is a tremendous achieve
ment and one to be proud of. 

Mrs. Owen unfortunately 
couldn't make the final day but 
Mrs. Cox and Mrs. Evans were 
delighted by the gifts that were 
presented by the parents and 
pupils who attended in great 
numbers. They both said how 
sad they were to be leaving, as 
they wou ld miss the child ren ter
ribly, but assured them thattheir 
thoughts would never be far 
away. 

Help for 
St. Dunstans 

Mr. Mike McHale of Bridge 
Street, Clayhanger would like to 
thank Mr. Bryan and staff of 
Shire Oak School for not only 
allowing him, but helping him to 
run a raffle at their recent School 
Fete. Mike was raffling his Battle 
of Britain plaques to raise 
money for St. Dunstans, an 
organisation that helps look 

after the well being of any ser
viceman blinded during action. 

He raised £75 and has 
received a letter of thanks from 
St. Dunstans. 

A special thanks also to a Mr. 
Robinson who, on hearing ofthe 
cause, shot off on his own with 
tickets and came back after sel
ling £35 worth. 

R. DOWNES NEWSAGENTS 
YOUR LOCAL 

FOR 

Harris 
clean 

Its Righi. tts Ready. It's - ~uaranteed. 

It's a smart move coming to us for all your Dry Cleaning 
We are authorised Agents for Harris Clean 
so you can trust us for your delicate fabrics 

and Dry Cleaning 

SUMMER 
SALE 3 FOR2 

OPEN: 
7DAVS 

For a limited period only 
Any 3 Garments 

Cleaned, Re-Textured 
and Hand Finished for 

the price of 2 
Lowest priced Garment 

Cleaned FREE 
A Suit counts as one 

garment . 
..-.: Offer includes, Suedes, 

Leathers and Sheepskins 

20% OFF 
Curtain, Blanket 

and Bedspread Cleaning 

MON-SAT 6 AM - 5.30 PM 
SUNDAY 6 AM - 12.30 PM 

46, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS. TEL: 378837 FAX: 0543-373217 
FAX & PHOTOCOPYING SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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I Going to the dogScoNTINUED Community 
Charge/Poll 

Tax non-payers 
face £100 fine 

The next stage for a potential 
racer is to enter 'trials'. which 
take place at Norton Stadium on 
Sunday or Wednesday morn
ings and can be watched by the 
public to note performances, or 
just as a casua l observer. 

Providing the time trials are 
satisfactory the Track Racing 
Manager will grade the dogs 
accordingly from A8 bottom 
grade up to A8 for the fastest 
dogs. A sort of handicap system. 

The Racing Manager w ill then, 
at his discretion choose the race 
t o be entered and notify the 
owner 3 days before race night, 
which at Norton is Mondays, 
Wednesdays or Fridays and 
there are 12 races per meeting. 

On race nights the dog is took 
to the track, weighed and 
inspected by the veterinary sur
geon and the racing manager 
and is kennelled before 7pm, 
half-an-hour before the first 
race. 

All kennels are kept locked 
and only opened up by the rac
ing steward 5 minutes before 
the selected race, while only the 
official trainer and licensed staff 
are allowed in the kennelling 
paddock. 

The greyhound is then pre
pared for the race by donning its 

racing jacket (appropriate colour 
& number), racing muzzle, and 
an overjacket which is removed 
prior to being put in the traps. 

The person parading the dog, 
who also has to be registered, 
(in this case Mr. Williams' 
daughter Claire) wears a white 
jacket, and walks the contes
tants in the centre of the track in 
numerical order 1 to 6. 

After the race, the handlers 
collect the dogs from the pick-up 
area (where they have stops) 
and return to the kennelling pad
dock for another vets inspection 
before being washed down. 

Naturally Tote facilities are 
available between races and 
bookmakers are in attendance 
for normal betting. 

Ivan started racing about 5 
years ago with Cave Fairy and is 
now racing with 8 of her litter, 
under names prefixed by FARM. 
All have won races at various 
grades and the majority are in 
A3 & A2 class. · 

He believes that to be success
ful a greyhound must have good 
kennels, good, well prepared 
food and plenty of regular exer
cise. 

As a casual observer I must 
say that the sport is now a good 
night out, and an excitinQ spec-

tacle as these beautifully sleek, 
fit animals, run like the wind just 
for the hell of it, and although 
the excitement may not be so 
great without a flutter, you've no 
need to put your life savings on 
(the Tote starts at 20p/unit). 

After each race you may also 
like to watch a video replay, and 
see why your dog, lost and enjoy 
a sociable drink at the bar. 

W hat happens when the rac
ing life of a greyhound is over? 
"Then they become just as 
much a pet as any other dog" 
Ivan answered "because its law, 
that greyhounds have to be 
muzzled in public it doesn't 
mean they're fierce, its simply 
because they're trained to chase 
any small furry object, but after 
they've finished racing they 
soon forget, and I know many 
ex-racers that curl up by the fire 
with a pet cat, and snooze all day 
like any other dog". 

To Advertise 
Telephone 

021·789 6768 

Walsall's Community Charge 
non-payers face a maximum 
£100 fine plus costs for failing to 
supply job and earnings infor
mation. 

For the first time, Walsall 
Council is issuing summonses 
to 68 non-payers to recover the 
remaining 1990-91 payments 
from a minority of loca l resi
dents who, firstly, refused to 
pay, and now refuse to supply 
job and pay details. 

And the Council is warning all 
non-payers that special courts 
will sit throughout the autum n 
to deal with all the Borough's 
defaulters. 

Walsa ll Magistrates dealt with 
the first cases on August 1 st. 

It w ill be the second court 
appearance for non-payers as a 
Liabil ity Order has previously 
been issued by Magistrates. 

Walsall Counci l has given the 
68 payers every opportunity to 
pay their 1990-91 bills and 
offered help and advice for 
those in financial difficulty, and 
now is to issue the summonses 
after all other requests for pay
ment have failed. 

BROWNHULSSHOPPINGARCADE 
Bags more savings than other places 

MICHELLE JAYNE 
FASHIONS 

School Uniforms Now in Stock! 
All childrens summer fashions now reduced 
Example: 
Childrens 'T' Shirts 
was £1.99 - now only 99p 
Shorts - were £2.99 

now£1·99 Summer Special 
All Ladies Fashions 

now half marked price! 

SUES CARDS 
Still the cheapest and best selec
tion of cards and wrapping paper for 
all occasions. 

Special Offer - 8 sheets of 
assorted wrapping paper-only 50p 

All your stationery requirements 
for going back to school. 

Don't forget 'Grandparents Day' 
- September 28th 

DISCOUNT JEWELLERY 
ABS jewellery are still offering 
loads of regular Summer Lines 

at amazing prices 
Hair Scarves £1.00 
Padded Alice Bands £1.00 
Kylie Bands £1.00 
Sunglasses £ 1.00 
•Wedding Accessories 
• Gold and Silver 
• Pendant Sets 
and watches for 99p ! !! 

MARTIN EGAN DISCOUNT FOOD HALL 
FOR PRICES THAT EVERYONE ELSE TRIES TO BEAT 

LADIES 
FASHIONS 

Cotton Trousers sizes 12.20 
£2.99 

School Mini Skirts sizes 10-16 
£2.99 

Blouses sizes 14-24 
£3.99 

Large selection skirts. suits. tops. 
All very cheap. 

VE - JAY KNITTING 

All your knitting and sewing 
requirements. 

Websters Punch Kits, 
Dressmaking materials, 
Soft Toy requirements, 
Buttons and Ribbons 

DONS ELECTRICAL 

Radios, St erios and other 
electrical goods available. 

Moss Car Alarms 
fitted from £65 

Also T.V. Video, Hoover repairs. 
Call in for a FREE q uote. 

CALL IN AND ST ART SAVING TODA V 

113 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS OPEN 
6daysaweek9am-5pm 
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~ BamatUos 
worth studying for 

Back to school - Boys and Girls 
clothing, nearly new at 

reasonable prices. 

DON'T FORGET WE ALSO STOCK 

MANY MORE NEARLY NEW ITEMS-

clothes, books, 

bric a brae, records and 

gratefully accept 

donations of same. 

50 HIGH STREET, 

BROWN HI US 

TEL: 0543 452608 

FOR ALL YOUR PETS REQUIREMENTS 

PET FOODS 
FRESH - TINNED - DRIED 
ACCESSORIES AND TOYS 

Handmade studded collars. 
muzzles made to size. quilted 
bedding. We can even build a 
kennel to your requirements. 

Cockatiels and other small 
animals in stock 

CAT'S WHISKERS 
1 CHURCH ROAD, BROWNHILLS 

Tel: 0543 360668 

Formation 
of Sandhills 
Preservation 

Society 
Walsall MBC, in their Draft 

Unitary Development Plan, are 
proposing to turn attractive 
Green Belt land at Sandhills into 
an Industrial/Science Park with 
links to the proposed Birmin
gham Northern Relief Road. 

The land is currently farm 
land, owned by Mr. W. Lane. The 
Sandhills Preservation Society 
has formed to organise the tre
mendous amount of opposition 
that exists to this proposal. The 
main objection to the proposal is 
the very fact that it is Green Belt, 
the reason used by WM BC in the 
past for refusing previous 
requests for planning permis
sion to build on this land. How
ever, there are other serious 
implications in particular the 
increase in traffic this will create · 
on the A461 and other roads 
which are already heavily con
gested. This development, 
along with the Clayhanger hous
ing development, if allowed to 
go ahead will have a serious 
long term effect on Brownhills 
and its people. 

The Sandhills Preservation 
Society have distributed infor
mation sheets and have started 
a petition which already has 
over 500 signatures. It has 
gained the support of Richard 
Shepherd MP, Friends of the 
Earth and some local council
lors. A delegation attended the 
Aldridge/Brownhills Area Plan
ning Committee which strongly 
rejected this proposal, although 
it appeared to have the support 
of Brownhills Councillors. A 
delegation also attended the full 
Planning Committee on 9.8.91 , 
who, a lso rejected this proposal. 

Press Officer for S.P.S. 

11Will Ve Come 
Fayre?" July 13th 

The hall at the Methodist 
Church, Brownhills became a 
"FEAST OF COLOUR" as the 
preparations for the Fayre prog
ressed. 

Then - at 12 o'clock mid-day 
on July 13th, im mediately after 
the opening by MISS DAWN 
BROOKES, it transformed into a 
hive of activity. There was a con
stant flow of visitors eagerly 
looking for bargains, fun and 
friendship. In all there were 24 
different stalls - some competi
tive using all types of skills, and 
others providing ideas for the 
discerning shopper. 

We wish to thank Claridges of 
Walsal l Wood and Brownhills 
who were our sponsors, and the 
traders of Brownhills for their 
generosity in giving many of the 
prizes. 

The afternoon proved to be a 
wonderful time of team-work, 
and raised over £2000 for our 
Church. 

Birthday 
Celebrated 

Brownhil ls Central Townswo
men's Gu ild celebrated their 
44th b irthday in July. 

Members invited friends, . 
from other local Guilds, to an 
informal supper and games 
evening. 

Members a lso took part in a 
f loral art competition, bringing 
along an arrangement in an 
unusual container. Receptacles 
ranged from bed-pans to tea
pots, but the eventual winner 
was Mrs Bridget Brookes' entry 
in a small, l idded box. 

During the evening, Chairman 
Floss Dickinson land th is year's 
delegate Julia Willett shared 
their experiences of the National 
Council Meeting, at the Royal 
A lbert Hall, which took place in 
June, giving a light-hearted but 
comprehensive report on the 
day's proceedings. 

The evening was rounded-off 
with games of charades and 
frog-racing, the latter giving rise 
to much hilarity and frustration! 

July also saw members, t heir 
families and friends, participat
ing in a Hea lth and Beauty even
ing, hosted by Julia Willett and 
Iris Poxon. The evening was a 
great success, featuring various 
demonstrations by beauty 
therapist Kitty Nevin; a healthy
eating supper; a wealth of 
health and dietary advice and 
information; a raffle, sales table 
and diet quiz. Profits of around 
£100.00 will go to the "Flight for 
Life - Air 5," West Midlands Air 
Ambulance project. 

The next meeting will be on 
Monday September 9th at 7.30 
in the Memorial Hall, Brown
h ills, when the visiting speaker 
will be Mr David Mills from Wal
sall Leather Museum. New 
members are very welcome. 

C. Ellis 



Part 2 of Mr. G. Cater's work on his 

Brownhills Memoirs 
the shops kept open late at night 
on Sat' days, nine or ten, 
you could see first house pictures, 
and do the shopping then! 

Alf Gregory and Tim Cooper, 
Brewe's bakehouse at the top, 
between - the Telephone Exchange, 
above Miss Bagnall's shop; 

Princeps for hardware, tools, and crocks, 
Cockrams, for home-fed lard, 
if in the shops you fa iled to find
you could try Scarrat's yard ! 

the women went to Walsall, 'Brum ', 
to buy a nice new frock, 
quite oft in vain: when back they came
'twas found in Bradbury's stock; 

Oh, where are those delicious smells, 
the foodshops never lacked? 
maybe it is, they're st ill around, 
well sealed, in good prepacked! 

traders, and names, we knew so well, 
we look for them in vain, 
High Street reta ins j ust one afone
Poxon A.E. remain; 

a little car park at the top, 
this was the market place, 
it wouldn't hold a fraction now, 
where cars fill every space; 

on weekdays 'twas a common sight, 
just after half-past three, 
the place was thronged with 'black men' 
the miners were set free; 

these were the men who worked the mines, 
important was their role, 
near every household in those days
had grate for burning coal; 

the steam and smoke puffed round the Bridge, 
from coal that engines burn, 
to Walsall on the train, and back, 
i t was sixpence return; .......... . 

THAT MEANS A HECK Of A LOT OF SPARES 
You never know what you'll find. But the chances 
are you'll find the Parts and Spares you're .looking 
for. So give us a phone, or call round. We ve got 

Escorts, Cortina's, Orions, Astras, Maestro's, Metros, 
Cavaliers and many more. 

Top cash buyers of Accident, 
Damaged, MOT failures and 

Scrap Cars 

e USED TYRES · 
FITTEDFREE i 

'. WHILE-U-WAIT 

· OPEN7 
·DAYS A WEE 
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BUILT TO BEAT THE 
CITY STIERS 

Award yourself the Freedom of the Citywith
a Yamaha CW50. With extra-wide tyres, it's 
tough enough to cope with pot-holes and 
stylish enough to go anywhere. 

Your new 'J' registration machine is here now. 
Why not take a look at the whole Yamaha range. 
Always a good selection of 
Motorcycle Accessories and 
Clothing. For Sales, Spares, 

Service and M.O. T. 's 
YAMAHA 

A BREED APART 

Jp MOTORCYCLE GENERATION 
23, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 
TEL: Brownhills 374530 

Traditional Home Cooked Food 
LUNCHTIME 

Cottage Pies, Steak and Kidney, Chicken 
and Mushroom, i..asagne, Chilli Con Carne 

or Beef Strogonoff 
Freshly Cooked Daily 

THE BIG STEAK NIGHTS 
Thursday, Friday, Satl,Jrday Night Steak Specials 

TRADnlONALSUNDAVLUNCH 
Roast Beef, Pork, Chicken or Duck 

Children welcome 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
- . 5.30 P.M - 8 P.M 

• Why not enjoy a nearly evening fami ly dinner 
~ SOUP, PLUS TRADITIONAL ROAST 'WJ ONLY£3.95 

AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Alma's Pantry for the best in Home Cooking 
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BIRMINGHAM REP AUTUMN SEASON OPENS 
WITH HILARIOUS COMEDY NOISES OFF 

NOISES OFF 
By Michael Frayn 
22 August - 21 September 

Birmingham Rep opens its 
1991-1992 season with Michael 
Frayn's extremely funny and 
brilliantly written backstage 
comedy - NOISES OFF. It runs in 
the main house from 22 August 
to 21 September. 

Director, Gwenda Hughes, is 
setting this production in the 
swinging seventies. A wonder-

ful opportunity for the designer, 
Paul Dart and his assistant 
Annabel Lee, to delve into 70's 
high fashion - from flares, 
cheese-cloth blouses, hot pants, 
and pointed collars to the ele
gance of platform shoes. 

The story revolves around 
Dotty Otley, an ageing T.V. star. 
Jn an attempt to relaunch her 
career she gathers together an 
assorted company of actors to 
support her in a farce called 

VISIT THE NEW rs;~.~~ 
BEAUTY ROOM AT i -·1 
STYLE HAIR SALON-"~·· ~· · 1 

'(]' ~. ~~ )j 20 High Street, Brown hills ~~ : · JJ. )l°i j 
PHO~E 0543 373271 \~~~v' 

Lorraine our fully qualified therapist can offer you the 
following treatments. 

Leg Waxing - Manicures - Facials - Full make-up 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
9a.m-5p.m. 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Friday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Saturday 7 .30 a.m. -2.30 p.m. 

NEWLY OPENED AT 

24 RAVENS COURT 

BROWN HILLS 

ANGIE'S 
FLOWER BOX 

Quality flowers at 
realistic prices. 
Fresh cut flowers, 
silk and dried 
flowers, pot 
plants. Any floral 
tribute made to 
order. 

TELEPHONE 
0543360614 

NOTHING ON. The play takes us 
from the disastrous dress 
rehearsal to performances in 
Weston-Super-Mare, Goole and 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Dotty Otley is played by the 
talented ANNE REID, who is cur
rently appearin_,j on television in 
the popular drama series RICH 
TEA AND SYMPATHY with 
Dennis Quilley, Patricia Hodge 
and Jean Alexander. 

The cast also includes MARK 
ARDEN whose numerous televi
sion appearances include Fire
man Vaseline in LONDON'S 
BURNING, THE YOUNG ONES, 
BLACKADDER and Dingwall in 
LAZARUS AND DINGWALL. He 
has appeared on stage through
out Britain and in New York with 
Stephen Frost as half of the 
dynamic comic duo, THE OBLIV
ION BOYS. 

Making welcome return visits 
to the Rep are: MICHAEL BER
TENSHAW (played Lord Fop
pington in THE RELAPSE), 
CHRIS LARNER (played the 
Duchess in ALICE IN WONDER
LAND), JANICE McKENZIE (ap
peared in ALL MY SONS and 
ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA), 
MICHAEL MELLINGER (ap
peared in SATURDAY, SUN
DAY, MONDAY). and EDDA KAY 

SHARPE (appeared in ALL MY 
SONS). They are joined by new
comers to The Rep, BURT 
CAESAR and IRMA INNISS. 

BURT CAESAR is a director as 
well as an actor. He has directed 
for the Chichester Festival 
Studio, Black Theatre Co-opera
tive (of which he was a founder 
member) and is a former Resi
dent Director at the Royal Court 
Theatre. IRMA INNISS' exten
sive stage career includes work 
for Manchester's Contact 
Theatre, Croydon Warehouse 
and Liverpool Everyman. 

Evening 
of 
Music 

Shelfield Male VoiceChoirwill 
present an Evening of Music to 
be held at St James Parish 
Church, Church Road, Brown
hills, on Saturday, 21st Sep
tember 1991 at 7.30. 

Refreshments available. Tic
kets £2.00. 

Telephone B. Hartshorn on 
Brownhills 373858 for tickets. 

lii1GAZETTE~@IJ@[IB~~(fil1 
Another landmark for 
the Citroen BX Diesel 

Total sa les of the Citroen BX 
Diesel in the UK have just 
reached 75,000 and confirmed 
the model's position as the most 
popular diesel car on the roads 
in the UK, it was announced 5th 
August 1991. 

Best sellirig diesel in the UK 
for the last four years, 9 models 
of the Citroen BX Diesel are 
available. With prices from 
£10,575 for the BX 17TGD, and 
with 3 estate models, the BX 
range has a model to suit all 
diesel buyers including 3 high 
performance turbo diesels and 
the UK's least expensive diesel 
automatics. 

"There has never been a bet
ter time to buy a Citroen BX 

Diesel than this August," Pierre 
Boisjo ly, Managing Director of 
Citroen UK Ltd commented. 
"With the Citroen BX being Bri
tain's number one diesel, BX 
buyers will benefit from excel
lent value for money and high 
equipment levels together with 
the peace of mind of reliability 
and good second hand values." 

With a diesel market that has 
grown from under 6,000 to over 
120,000 in the past decade, 
interest in the environmental 
and economical benefits of 
diesel is at an all time high, and 
with increasing sa les, diesels 
are now taking over 8% of all 

. new car sales, representing a 
major growth area in the new 
car m arket. 
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Clayhanger Community 
Association Fete 

The Summer Fete of 
Clayhanger Community Associ
ation went ahead on Sunday 
21 st July as planned. The 
weather was dry and sunny, and 
obviously this helped with the 
attendance. 

The Mayor and Mayoress 
arrived to open a very enjoyable 
afternoon and enjoyed their 
time spent with us. 

Chairperson Brenda McHale 
would like to thank committee 
members and non committee 
members for all their hard work. 
A special thank you to Councillor 
Harry Parker and also the resi-
dents of Clayhanger without Committee and helpers. 
whom it would not have been 
possible. towards the running cost of the 

The monies raised will help centre. 

Kim Hall and Joan Sadler on their dried flowers stall. 

In the stocks Daniel Trow and doing the soaking 
Stuart Hodgkins, Carl ~amra and Robert Leonard. 

~ilii Alefl~'MOBILE HEALTH AND BEAUTY 

I 0. T-H-E-R-A-P-1-S-T 

For a full range of Beauty Salon and Theraputic 

~:~t~~~t~ in• t-~he comfort a~~a~~:~=i~~~u::~ of your 
* facials 
*waxing 
*manicure and pedicure 

"\r • *wedding make-up 
I; ;·. 

11 
_ •• * massage and aromatherapy 

*slimming and muscle toning 
(All treatments use cosmetics from the extensive SUSAN MOLYNEUX 
professional beauty range. The cosmetics are 100% natural and purely 
organic, containing plant extracts and essential oils, and not one of the 
preparations has been tested on animals. - All cosmetics may be 
purchased, giving the extra benefit of regular everyday use.) 

For an appointment at a time to suit you -

Telephone: (0543) 374579 

~------------~ 

ICHEAP I 
~ ~ I RENTALSI 
~ ~ ~ T.V.'s FROM £1.99 ~ 
~ AWEEK~ 
~ ~ ~ VIDEO'S FROM £2.50 ~ 
~ A WEEK~ 
~ ALSO WASHING MACHINES ~ 
~ TUMBLE DRYERS AND ~ 
~ MANY OTHER ITEMS AVAILABLE ~ 
~ TELEPHONE FOR DETAILS ~ 

I <!ill~~rs B I 
~ e FREE DELIVERY ~ 
~ e FREE 5 YEAR PARTS GUARANTEE ~ 
~ ON SELECTED APPLIANCES ~ 
~ Proprietor: MJC Retail Limited ~ 
~ 125-129 High Street, Brownhills, Nr. Walsall ~ 
~ Staffs, WS8 6HG ~ 
~ g Brownhills (0543) 373168 ~ 
~ Telefax: 0543 372920 ~ 
~ FREE CUSTOMER CAR PARKING AT REAR ~ 
~ ~ 



WANTED 

CASH REWARD 
FOR ALL YOUR UNWANTED 

. HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, BOOKS, 
RECORDS, ORNAMENTS, 

TOYS, TOOLS ETC. 

Don't Bin it 
Bag it 

CALL TINA ON 

BROWNHILLS 373607 

First, an apology to Mrs Hunt 
who supplied last months 
photo. Her late husband Charles 
Hunt was the old Brownhills 
Council Engineer & Surveyor 
and not the " Borough," as we 
stated. However we have found 
out more about the photo, 
chiefly from Mr. Trevor Cawley, 
an ex Counci llor who is 6th from 
the left. 

The coach journey was to 
inspect a gas centra l heating 
system for flats in the High 
Street and this occurred in 1963 
or 64 when Mr. James Cooper 
was Chairman of the Urban Dis
trict Council, and indeed it was 
the Wolves coach. Trevor also 
gave us most of the names pic
tured and these are 4th from t he 
left Norman Waine (Clerk of t he 
Council), then Keith Whordley, 
Trevor Cawley and Tommy Ray, 
? then Fred Small, Sam Breeze 
and Jim Ewings the Association 
Housing Manager nextto James 

Cooper, Joe Atkinson, Vic Fere
day ? Charles Hunt and Charles 
Watson and 5th from the right 
the Health Officer (not sure of 
name) Jonah Deakin, Bill Sim
kins ? and finally Cyri l Tomlin
son. Many thanks Trevor. 

And now to one of the best 
photo's I think we've seen since 
the Gazette started. It was sent in 
by Mrs. R. Birch and was taken in 
1929 at the Brownhills Central 
when it was just an infants 
school. We've already been 
given the names of Clara 
Cresswell, the Evans twins, 
Royden Birch and Kerry Brown 
but I wonder if you can spot any
more or come up with any 
interesting details? If so ring 
Brownhills 372491 . 

I'd like to know what is on the 
desk between the children. They 
look like short p lanks, and 
there's four between two 
kids??? Come on, somebody tell 
me I'm wrong . 

WE ARE BEE JAY ,THE BEST! 
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SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
Once again The Shire Oak 

Community School is proud to 
report on the achievement of a 
number of its students in Year 10 
who are following the Service 
and Leisure Industries Course. 

The students concerned have 
been following a course set by 
the Institute of Environmental 
Health Officers, a nationally rec
ognised course which will soon 
become a compulsory qual ifica
t ion for all personnel involved in 
handling food. 

The course the pupils fol
lowed covered a wide range of 
topics including Bacteriology, 
Personal Hygiene and pest con
trol, a comprehensive course of 
studies which have obvious 
relevance to Food Hygiene. 

Having successfully com
pleted the course the students 
received certificates to record 
their achievement and these 
were presented in the Awards 
Assembly on Wednesday 24th 
July. 

To be amongst the first group 
of students in any school in this 
county to receive this award is 
indeed a tremendous achieve
ment and I do sincerely con
gratulate them. 

Well done to all of you - Julie 
Banner, Matthew Clift, Hayley 
Small, Eliza Davenhill, Matthew 
Shaw, Christopher Hughes, 

Candy Williams, Julie Kirton, 
Richard Trotman, Asa Wilkin
son, Robert Slattery, Jimmy 
Morris, Richard Mead, Lee 
Jackson, Darren Keaton, Dean 
Astbury, Jamie Youster, Clare 
Peakman and Steven Kirwin. 

We are so proud of 
our students 

Once again I am pleased to 
report on yet another initiative 
embarked upon by students 
within school, this time in sup
port of Christian Aid. 

The walk, which was 
organised in school by Mr. 
David Evans Head of Geog
raphy, raised a most creditable 
£1,020 towards the £4,500 
already raised by the school for 
this charity. Congratulations for 
their efforts are extended to all 
members of the school who took 

. part and indeed to Mr. Evans 
who co-ordinated the school's 
efforts. 

A number of our Year 7 stu
dents also supported the fund 
raising venture this year and 7LE 
organised a disco for their year 
group, which raised another 
£171.75. 

Well done to all who gave 
their support of this most 
worthy charity. 

Red v Blue 
Football Blood Bath 

Aldridge· Brownhills 

Labour Party 
versus 

Aldridge· Brownhills 

Conservative Party 
Charity match in aid of the 

Walsall Manor Hospital Chemotherapy Unit 

Sunday 15th September 
K.O. 6.30 p.m. 

Oak Park all weather pitch, Walsall Wood 

Raffle for an autographed Aston Villa ball 

Chess 
This term over 30 pupils have 

regularly played chess at lun
chtimes. In the knockout com
petition four members of 9BS 
reached the semi-finals as 
reported earl ier. Gavin Harris 
beat Jay Bromwich, and Alistair 
Stone beat Neil Nelson to reach 
the final. In a good game played 
last week, Gavin took the initia
tive early on and he established 
a very strong posit ion. Alista ir 
tried hard, but could not avoid 
losing. Alistair collected his run
ners up shield and Gavin col
lected his trophy in the main 
prize assembly at the end of 
term. 

On Thursday and Friday of last 
week 18 pupils opted for chess 
as part of their activities week. 
Gavin again played very well 
and won the 'lightening ' tourna
ment where each pupil had 10 
seconds to move, and Jay Brom
wich had the distinction of being 
the only pupil to beat Mr. Hoare 
from Lichfield Chess Club. 

The highlight of the two days 
was an 'all-play-all' competition 
where Nei l Nelson and Danny 
Davenhill reached the final, 
without either of t hem losing a 
match. In a very exciting fi na l in 
which either pupil could have 
won, Nei l managed to find a 
Queen and Rook checkmate, 
and so he made up for his disap-

pointment of losing in the semi
final ofthis terms knockout com
petition. 

Neil was rewarded for his 
expertise by collecting a book on 
chess as his prize for winn ing in 
this tournament. 

The Dowen 
Trophy 

Once again there have been 
several pupils in Year 9 who 
have shown ski ll, knowledge 
and aptitude in Design and 
Technology. It has not been an 
easy task to choose a winner for 
t he Dowen Trophy this year as 
t here are three pupi ls who have 
tried hard and produced excel
lent work in both Design and 
Graphics. 

Those pupils deserve credit as 
they have consistently worked 
to the best of their ability and 
have displayed a very posit ive 
attitude. 

The pupils contesting the 
trophy were:- Nei l Lote, Gavin 
Stokes and Robert Stimpson. 

It is unfortunate that. t he 
t rophy cannot be awarded to all 
t hree. However, a choice has to 
be made and this year the 
Dow en Trophy was awarded to 
Robert Stim pson. 

BIANCO 
J!WEILERY 

WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD! 
Where good service, first 

class jewellery repairs 
and top quality m erchandise 

go hand in hand. 
~ 

Why not check out these 
very special discounts. 

15% OFF All jewellery 
{not second hand) 

~~- 10-15% OFF.Clocks& Watches i-,,;;;;:::=:;;;..;:==== 
10% OFF Royal Doulton 

10-15% OFF ·Cut Glass, Crystal 
and Glass Ships in Bottles. 

Some d.iscounts are also 
PLEASE NOTE! available at our Aldridge branch. 

We are nothing to do with the former jewellers- Hansons, 
but we do hold repairs of theirs that were handed into 

their Cannock, Hednesford or Brownhills shops . 
...... ~.2'»~ 
Everything you would expect from a first class 

jewellery store. 
··~~~················-BIANCO JEWELLERY 
35 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

Tel: 0543 375135 
ESTABLISHED 15 YEARS 
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SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
Soap Box Cart Activity 

This component of the activity 
week saw two groups of pupils 
constructing a variety of cars 
made from salvaged materials. 
Most of the carts owed more to 
inspired hammerwork than 
analytical design but the major
ity functioned as intended and 
turned in a creditable perfor
mance when tested. 

During the testing, the carts 
proved to be highly entertaining 
and while some lacked the dura
bility to face the course, others 
were agile, strong and very fast. 

A word of praise has to be 
given to those teams who com
peted in torrential rain on Tues
day afternoon as their efforts 
allowed the Technology Depart
ment to complete their assess
ment of the performance of each 
vehicle from both the Thursday/ 
Friday session and the Monday/ 
Tuesday session. The winning 
teams were those which com
pleted the course in the fastest 
time. 

The course consisted of 
approximately 200 metres 
around a series of plastic crates 
and involved driver and pusher 
change-over at the half way 
point. Each cart was timed indi-

vidually and most survived to be 
taken home at the end of the 
activity! 

The results were: 
First - Danny Davenhill/John 
Sedgewick - 56 seconds. 
Second - Paul and Mark Thomas 
- 59 seconds. 
Third - Tim Arnold/Simon Lees -
59 seconds. 

A special award is being made 
to a further team who tried very 
hard but were competing 
against much stronger opposi
tion. They did not let this put 
them off and were able to record 
the fourth fastest time! 
Fourth - Helen Painter/Nicky Ball 
- 60 seconds. 

The 
Trevor Bould 

Trophy 

The Trevor Bould trophy is 
awarded to the Year 9 pupil who 
has made most progress in 
English. 

The winner was Robert Little, 
who has shown a positive 
attitude throughout the year and 
made considerable progress in 
all aspects of his English work. 

With crime on 
the increase 

HOW SECURE IS YOUR HOME? 

FREE 
We'll point out the vulnerable 

parts of your property and 
suggestthe various options to 

increase security. 
No Obligation! 

TOTAL SECURITY 
IN TOTAL CONFIDENCE 
e All house alarm systems 
e External lighting installation 
e Alarm up dating -up grading 
e Service and Repair 

CRIME -IS YOUR HOME NEXT 
CALLUS NOW 

? 

ID. C. SECURITIES! 
PHONE 0543 372161 

MOBILE 0836 641315 

Drinkwise Day 
A few weeks ago a special 

event was held at Harpers Night
club at Streets Corner, Walsall 
Wood. The event was jointly 
organised by the Walsall Police 
and the Drug Education Unit. 
Around 60 pupils from Year 10 
joined representatives from 
other schools in watching a quiz 
before finally finishing off the 
evening with a Disco. For those 
of you who have been there 
before, you'll know how plush 
•he facilities are and Harpers 
made everybody very welcome. 
Entry was free as were all the 
drinks that night. 

The quiz consisted of indi
vidual rounds on General Know
ledge, Sport, Entertainment and 
two rounds highlighting the 
effects of drinking alcohol. Our 
team of Lee Jackson, Paul 
Geoghan and the Captain, 
Louise Harbach did very well 
and at the end were only 20 
pointed behind the winners 
from Queen Mary's Girls all of 
whom were in the Lower Sixth. 

To advertise 
021 

789 6768 

Nowhere to 
spend a 
penny 

Cllr. Graham Walker has taken 
up the issue of the lack of toilet 
facilities in Brown hills shopping 
centre with the Environmental 
Health Department. 

Cllr. Walker said " I was very 
surprised that the lack of public 
toilets in the town centre 
appears to be of little concern to 
people. Since I was elected in 
May of last year, only two 
people have approached me on 
this issue, the first was my 
Labour Party Branch Chair, 
Wendy Collins, and the other 
was a lady outside Millfield 
School on Polling Day this 
y ear". 

Cllr. Walker continued, saying 
uThe toilets in Ravens Court 
offer the easiest solution to our 
problems but they are in an 
appalling condition, and in any 
case they are not owned by the 
Council. I have asked the 
Environmenta l Health Depart
ment to see whether there are 
any obligations on the owners of 
the toilet blocks to keep them in 
good working order. If there are 
not, I shall be looking at the pos
sibility of the Council refurbish
ing the toilets and ta king them 
over. In a district shopping 
centre like Brownhills, toilet 
facilities are essential, why is it 
that they have been overlooked 
for so long?". 



Jazz!! It 
A'int Heavy 

On telling the uninitiated that 
you're a Jazz fan inevitably they 
groan "Oh, that rubbish, you 
must be crackers." 

On being asked why they've 
come to that conclusion, the 
blame usually falls on television. 

And who can blame them, for 
successive T.V. producers have 
done for Jazz what Saddam Hus
sein has done for smokeless 
zones. 

As a keen Jazz fan, I rarely 
watch it on television, because 
it's usually famous and expen
sive names, playing a way out 
modern cacophony of sounds 
that make most Jazzers squirm, 
and despair. It's too boring, con
fusing and "heavy". 

Anyway it's my beliefthat Jazz 
should be heard in pubs, the 
smokier, gloomier and more 
crowded the better. The Crown 
by the Rising Sun Island was a 
prime example in the 1970's 
when Midlanders came from 
miles around to hear local talent, 
and I would suggest if you want 
a convert, take them along to 
next years Upton-Jazz festival 
near Worcester. 

This year was my fourth visit 
and I have to say, it gets better 
and more organised each time, 
though it has to be, as around 
30,000 punters turn up over the 
three days. 

For an £8 entrance fee (includ
ing riverside parking) on Sunday 
you have a choice of 11 different 
venues from 1 p.m. till 11 p.m. 
(the morning church service 
which also includes a band is of 
course free and hosted over 
1,500 worshippers last year). 

One venue is the underside of 
the Upton River Severn bridge, 
and the rest include a large mar
quee, covered pub courtyards, a 
river boat, a hotel attic and a pub 
bar. 

The bands include The 
Chicago Teddy Bears Society 
Band, Zenith Hot Stompers, 
Tommy Burton Quartet. The 
Blackbirds of Paradise (from 
Germany) and Charlie Moors 
Jam Session. While all this is 
going on the Flowers Gloucester 
Brass Band was entertaining on 
the village green where the 
smells from numerous bar
beque fires permeated the river
side air. Sideshows and stalls of 
all description gave the place a 
New Orleans style atmosphere, 
and even the most hardened 
doubters couldn't fail to enjoy 
the mad antics and mayhem of 
Bob Kerrs Whoopee Band, play
ing a spoof on Carmen, then 
playing Royal Garden Blues with 
"Prince Charles" on banjo, 
"H.M. the Queen" on red 
clarinet, while the· "Queen 
Mum" blew a nifty trumpet. And 
I defy anyone to sit still while 
Tommy Burton performs his 
Jungle Book for the thousandth 
time, or as the Blue Magnolia 
Band do their comic Dutch ver
sion of Pasedena. 

So who cares if A can slide a 
trombone better than B or C can 
hold a note on trumpet better 
than D it's the atmosphere of 
Blues, Dixieland, Trad, New 
Orleans, Frisco, Rag Time, Gos
pel, Boogie, Swing and 
Mainstream, that gets the feet 
tapping, the head nodding and a 
heady feeling of comradeship 
unique among Jazz fanatics who 
come to enjoy good music along 
with enjoying themselves, 
amongst us mixed a cross-sec
tion of the populace that you 
could come across with never a 
sign of an argument or fisticuffs 
in sight. 

Oh that I could drag one of our 
high brow T.V. producers along 
and show that "it's fun mate, it 
ain't heavy". 

Church News 
Taken from the Church Magazine 

Baptism 

7th July- Charlotte Elizabeth, daugh
ter of Lee Robert and Lesley Mills. 
Lee son of Catherine Janet Thomas 
and Stephen Bryan Thomas 
Marco Phillip Joel son of Trevor Phil
lip and Ju lie May Shaw. 

Marriages 

6th July - Jason Leslie Randall and 
Dawn Marie Gumbley. 
Nicholas Rogan Wright and Jac
queline Denise Ansell. 
20th July - Martin Wilcox and 
Stephanie Jayne Craven 
27th July - Wayne Basil Morris and 
Lisa Joy Aulton. 
Lee Allen and Lyndsey Hubble. 
Simon John Baker and Janet Clare 
Merrell. 

Funerals 
2nd July - Dennis Gordon Lloyd (75 
yrs) late of 28 New Road. 
Dennis Albert George Ralphs (67 yrs) 
late of 108 Cherwell Drive. 
9th July - Emma Partridge (91 yrs) 
late of St. James Home. 
16th July- May Wright (89 yrs) late of 
St. James Home. 
19th - Catherine Gwilliam (99 yrs) 
late of Brookland Road, Walsall 
Wood. 

Church Extension 
The extension is now finished 

and it has been voted to refer to 
it now as the "Fellowship 
Room". It will be dedicated by 
the Bishop of Wolverhampton 
the Rt. Rev Christopher Mayfield 
at 10 a.m. Sunday 8th Sep
tember. 
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HEDGE CUTTING 
Lawn Mowing 
Gardens Tidied 

Tel: Brownhills 

375141 

DRESSMAKING 
Gents Suits/Casualwear 

alterations etc. 
Tel: Brownhills 

375141 

[-/:.'Electronics Special Offer 
FREE Colour TV with any Video £99 or over 

on producing this advert in the shop 
Videos from £59 to £399 

Colour TVs from £25 to £249 
~:::::::::::::::::::::::'·=~~.~~"""' ~ '""~ Vll'IVID£0111MHIREfREEMFMBERSHIP 

Hire three Tapes for two nights 
ONLY £2 - Large sdedion 

BUY FROM A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 
ESTABLISHED 16 YEAllS 

All guaranteed/can deliver 

[Ill t...'Electronia 
22-24 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

TELEPHONE 0543-376689 

8 SEATER MINI BUS 
HIRE 

For Trips - For Parties 
For no risk nights out 

Phone us for a competitive rate 

BEE JAY 
Reliable and Efficient Service Guaranteed 

CARS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE 
Phone Brown hills 373737 or Brownhills 374483 

THE CONFIDENT WAY TO 
LEARN TO DRIVE 

RICHARD T. School of Motoring 
DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Competitive Rates. Dual Control. 
New Escorts. Choice of Instructors 

Male or Female. 

1rllJ'------..11c: Phone Brownhills ~ 

376301 
WHO'S GOT THE POWER? 

W~HAVE 
FAST, EFFICIENT 
REPAIR SERVICE 

When your Power Tool fails bring it 
to us. Repaired, or serviced in no time 
Power Tools for all those Garden and 
Home Maintenance jobs. Mowers, 

Strimmers, Drills, Wallpaper 
Strippers etc. 

• 
I 

-

TEL: 
(0543) 
372036 

60, SHANNON DRIV~E~. W~l~l~K~IN~E~S~T~AlllllT~E~. ~B~RO~W~N~H:!lll~S.~WEST MIDLANDS 
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When it comes to Home Entertainment 
and Household Appliances 

ELEAD 
OTHERS FOLLOW 
FOR HI-FI, TV AND VIDEO, 

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC 

APPLIANCES 

COME TO CLARIDGES 
FORVOURPOCKETSSAKE 

1-------

- - ------
~ - ID] 

.BUYING ON CREDIT? TAKE NOTE! 
WITH OUR FINANCE APR IS ONLY 25°/o 

SUBJECT TO STATUS. YOU COULD PAV AS MUCH AS 37°/o APR WITH OTHERS 

SllfJ'f'/lff Lower rates lead to a cheaper price. PI JU Why pay more than you have to! 

10 ffff BEST CHECK WITH us BEFORE BUYING 

0543-373023 
88, HIGH STREET, . 

BROWN HILLS 
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