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FOREWORD 

If a succesoful school is one which is at 
the heart. c£. its local community then 
'Brownhills Past and Present' marks an 
important move .in the right direction ~ 
Brownhills School. Produced entirely on 
their own initiative by five members of 
the Fourth and Fifth Year the booklet 
fills an obvious gap and w~ I believe, 
be welcomed by local people and 
visitors alike. 

The project grew out of the wish of 
Mark, Keith, Alison, Elizabeth and Kate 
to take something which would give an 
impression of their home town with 
them on a recent exchange visit to 
France - thus was l:x:>rn draft one of 
this guide. From these it has grown into 
the pre.sent publication with the help of 
many friends from the local community 
and the goodwill and support. of s:hool 
office and reprographics staff. The 
Governors and I are proud to be 
Ci$0Ciated with what we believe to be a 
fine example of both commitment to 
their community and high standards of 
research and workmanship on the part 
of the students involved. 

whilst also raising funds for local 
charities and the school 'Brownhills 
Past and Present' w~ I believe, give 
great pleasure to many Brownhills 
people. I corn mend it to you. 

C.J.Hunt. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Brownhills is an industrial town in the we&. Midlands -
unheard of and unseen by many people. With a population of 
over 40,000,Cincluding Aldridge) Brownhills is quite an 
average sized town. Uninteresting ? Certainly not ! It has 
quite a few attractions which are known well by people in 
the ~YTOundlng area. 

Origmally Brownhills was a mining community until well. 
into this century. Local pits started to close down and 
Brownhills was scx:m forgotten as a mining town. Today, 
Brownhills has many factories, but is mainly ncted for the 
excellent shopping facilities in and around the High Street. 

The town received its name from the red marls which were 
a geo1ogi.cal feature of it. 'Brownhills' as it was recorded, 
did not become a sizeable town until the 1800's. In 1811, 
only eight i;:eop1e lived in -Brownhills. By the turn of the 
century, awroxirnately 2,500 people inhabited it. 1'he growth 
of Brownhills was due to the search for coal dunng the 
Industrial Revolution. 

With two maj:>r roads running through Brownhills, it .is 
certain that Brownhills will stay on the map. Soon, some 
new shor:s will be constructed and Brownhills will almost 
certainly be considered as a shopping community. 
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LANDMARKS 

THE FINGER POST 

The criginal Finger Post 1s reputed to be the oldest of its 
kind in the wtcl.e of England. The 1777 wocx1en structure 
was situated on the junction of the Watling Street and the 
old Chester Road. lt stood there for over two hundred 
years, up until 1978 and was called thls due to its 
'finger-like' directions. 

Across the road from the Rising Sun Hotel, an oak replica of 
the criginal Finger Post can be found. This copy was 
produced by R. Bridgegroom of Lichfield on behalf of the 
council. lt was erected in 1982. 

Today, the original Finger Post can be seen at the 
Staffordshire County Museum at Shugborough Hall. 

WATLING STREET 
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Original Fingerpost 
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THE BROwNHILLS CLOCK 

The Brownhills Clock has become a well known landmark of 
Brownhills to its inhabitants. lt hangs on the old Council 
House, now the offices for a construction company, and has 
now been adopted by the Brownhills School as its official 
emblem. 

It was purchased to mark the Coronation of Kmg George V, 
and coot £95. :n:. was proposed that the clock should be 
purchased, when a surplus of £19.5s.5d. was reported by the 
Coronation Committee after the local celebrations in 1911. 
Fund Raising events were he1d locally, to gain the amount 
of extra money needed to buy the clock and an extra 2d. a 
week was put onto everyone's rates. 

After a few decades, the clock was forgotten and neglected 
until 1951. In this year, it was restored and redecorated for 
the Festival of Britain. 

Recently, it was restored to working order, yet again, and 
was returned to its splendour and glory, costing around 
£1,000 to do s:>. 

The clock is made of ccg;>er and porcelain with gold leaf 
decoration. :n:. has ·three faces and is often referred to as 
'The-Three-Faced-Liar !' It was caikxJuially called this due 
to each face telling a different time. 

On the same building, the remains of an old bell can be 
seen. ·rhis was the a1d fire ~ used to call the old fire 
brigade. :n:. was also used for the chimes of the clock. 

11 
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THE BROWNHILLS CLOCK TODAY 

THE BROWNHILLS CLOCK LOCATION 

llROWNMIU.S " fi 
SRI~ '3:_, I 

HIGH STREET CHESTER RD 

'( 
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HIGH STREET 

There are many varieties af slx>ps in Brownhills High Street. 
From Microwave Centres to the largest af Supermarkets - it 
has the ld:. ! All the gocx1s in the Sx>i;s are reasonably 
priced which is why Brownhills is a popular place to s00p. 

As well as slx>ps, the High Street has a variety of Banks and 
Building Societies and various places to eat. An enjoyable 
time can be had visiting the twice weekly open air market. 

Although Brownhills High Street is changing rapidly, quaint 
relics af the past can still be reen. If you look cl.a3ely at 
the upper storeys af some slx>ps in the High Street, you will 
find that they are unchanged. 

KEY TO PLACES OF INTEREST (see Map) 

1 Akash Tandoori Restuarant 
2 Central Cafe Caldest Cafe) 
3 Golden Grill 
4 Station Hotel (see Leisure Chapter) 
5 Ha1lnes Greengrocers Caldest in Brownhills) 
6 Present day Post Office 
7 Old Mount Zion (see Churches Chapter) 
8 Wesleyan Chapel (" " ") 
9. The Warrener's Arms Pub 
10. The Shoulder af Mutton Pub 

15 
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HIGH STREET MAP (A-H) 
A. COUNCIL HOUSE 

In 1881, e 2,000 was raised for a loan in order to build a 
Public Building. The building was constructed and it was 
opened in 1882. 

ll: was used as a meeting place for council. officials and in 
1894 , the Brownhills Urban District was created. From then 
on, the building was used to run the Brownhills CounciL The 
Brownhills ·urban District comprfaed of Brownhills, Ogley 
Hay, Shire Oak, Walsall Wood and Norton Canes. 

In 1966, the Council emerged with Aldridge to form a :Pint 
Urban District CounciL 

In 1974, The Brownhills and Aldridge Urban District Council 
became part. of Walsall Metropolitan Borough and remains 
the same today. 

Today, the Council House or the Public Buildings, still 
exists, but in the form of offices for a building company. 
The Council. Clock still hangs on the face of the b1ilding 
and the old fire bell can also be seen. 

B. THE RAVENSCOURT PRECINCT 

The Ravenscourt Shopping precinct contains a variety of 
well known shop; such as Tesco and Currys. A newsagents 
can be found there too, as well as a butcher's, two cake 
shoµ;, a bicyle shop, a handy music shop, plus many other 
useful shop;. 

Many people shop in this in this precinct because of the 
pleasant surroundings. Flowerbeds are situated and benches 
are available for the convenience of the shoppers. 

A cinema was formerly situated where this precinct now 
stands. lt was called 'The Regent'. (see Leisure Chapter) 
Before the Regent was a public house known as the 'Royal 
George'. This pub advertised 'the finest ales with meniment 
every night'. 

17 
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High Street c1960 

C. R. DOWNES' NEWSAGENTS 

The newsagency that Mr. Downes runs, has been around for 
over a hundred years. Before being in the pcBSeffiion of 
Mr.Downes, the agency had many other owners such as the 
Booths, the Jacksons and the Tomlinsons. 

Mr.Downes and his famil.y came to Brownhills in 1964 and 
used the p:-emises of number 52, High Street to run their 
business. Ii1 1969, the business moved to number 46, now the 
present day premises. Within several years they had taken 
over the adjacent slx:>p as a card shop. 

On Saturday 13th October, 1984, the card shop and 
newsagents were burnt down by an arsonist. It. took only 
seven weeks t.o restore and modernise. The official 
re-opening of the shop was on the 3rd December the same 
year. 

19 



Two ether newsagents can be found in the Town Centre. 
One cf these is situated in Ravenc:>court Precinct and is 
owned by Preedy. The ct:her is 'NSS' and can be found in 
Silver Court. 

. 
D. BROWNHILLS OPEN AIR MARKET 

To the i:resent day, Brownhills has had an open air market. 
Thirty years ago, it was situated at the side of the Station 
Hotel. lt. then moved to the back of the old Amoco Garage, 
to the side of Pier Street Clinic. Here a car park was 
situated, but this was usually full by around t.en o' clock on 
a fine day. Today, the market can be found to the rear of 
Brownhills Methodist Church. lt. moved here on Tuesday, 8th 
May 1985. lt. moved to make way for the new Hillards 
Superstore which will soon be completed. 

The market is ~n on Tuesday from 9.30 a.m. until 4.00 
p.m. and on Saturdays, from 9.00 a.m. until 4.30 p.m. Each 
individual stall, of which there are over 250, are owned by 
individual traders from all around the West Midlands. 

Many bargains can be purchased on the market, from 
hourehold items to clothes. The prices are quite cheap and 
refreshments can also be purchased. 

People from all over the West Midlands travel to Brownhills 
on market days. On a fine day, the market is always packed 
with ~ople waiting to 'snap-up' a bargain. 

The new look market is much bigger than it was when it was 
situated behind the old Amoco Garage. 

20 



E.BROWNHILLS MEMORIAL HALL 

Although the Brownhills Memorial Hall is not in the High 
Street, it can be ~n on the map. As you can see, it is in 
the centre of Lichfield Road. 

All the residents of Brownhills are well aware of the 
existence of the Memorial HalL As the name suggests, the 
'Memo' serves to commemorate those woo gave their lives to 
fight for us in ooth World wars. Their names can be found 
on two plaques inside the building. 

The Memo opened in 1926 and was built. with pibl..ic 
~n. 1t. belongs to all. the local residents and 
everyone is made welcome to use and enpy the facilities 
and the specially organised functions which take place 
within the building. 

Events take place six days a week and an enpyable time is 
had by everyone woo attends. There are many slimming and 
dancing clubs which take place throughout the week. On 
Wednesday night, Bingo is held for a reasonable price with 
reasonable p:ize money. 

Rooms can also be hired, one of which is the 'Lichfield 
Suite'. This up:>tairs room was formerly a billiard room. 
Today, it is a pleasant, self-contained room ideal for parties 
and meet:ID:Js etc. In the hall, a stage is available and the 
spacious floor is ideal for discos. 

The i;resident of the Memorial. Hall is Mr. Shale, a retired 
industrialist. He is aided by Mr. & Mrs. P. Williams and 
many d:her enthusiastic local people. 

Any profit made goes towards the funds. With these funds 
the memo is kept in good condition. 

F. The Palace Picture House once stood here (see Leisure 
Chapter). Today, a garage is situated here, owned by 
Amoco. This garage has recently c1.oeEd down. 

21 



G. THE CHESTER ROAD AND THE ANCHOR BRIDGE 

Originally, the Chester Road stretched from the Watling 
Street and went on for miles. During the nineteenth century, 
the rection from the Station Bridge to the Anchor Bridge 
was renamed 'High Street'. From then on two Chester Roads 
existed in 13rownhills. To distinguish them, the road by the 
Station Bridge was called Chester Road North. 

Well before being renamed, the road was used by the 
Romans. In the 1600 's the road was popular with 
stagecoaches. 

In 1789, the road was turnpiked and a tall gate was erected 
at Catshill (today's Anchor Bridge). The a1d toll house 
stood on the Anchor Bridge and it is believed that Dick 
Turpin jumped the toll gate, on Black Bess, rather than pay 
the toll.. 

In about 1910, the road was widened and the toll house was 
destroyed. · 

Near to the Anchor Bridge, a pleasant pub can be found, 
named after the bridge. 

H. HILLARDS SUPERSTORE 

Hillards Superstore opened in Brownhills on the 26th 
November, 1985, on the market's o1d si.te. Work started on 
the store in May and was completed quite recently. '!'he 
store covers an area of approximately 32,500 s;iuare feet, 
making it the largest store of its kind in Brownhills. Plenty 
of car parking space is also available and Hillard's own 
petrol station can be found near by. 

22 



HIGH STREET RESTAURANTS 

1I1here is a variety of places to eat at in Brownhills High 
Street. Foreign restaurants and take-aways can be found as 
well as the traditional English fish and chip shots. 

If you want to book a meal, you can go to Akash Cl). 'l'his is 
a Tandoori Restaurant which is situated at the 'statiorM:md' 
of the High Street. 1t is a licensed restaurant where the 
food is very good. 

A quick Slack can be taken in the Central Cafe (2). No 
b:x>k:ings are required. 1t is the oldest cafe in the High 
Street and is situated further down than the Tandoori 
Restaurant. Take-away food is also available. 

The Acropolis Coffee House is a quiet p1ace to eat or drink. 
Snacks ar proper meals can be purchased, with a variety of 
hot or cold drinks. The Cafe is situated in the Ravenscourt 
Shopping Precinct. 

Across the road from the new Hillards store, the Golden 
Grill (3) can be found. This is an elegant cafe and a 
take-away service is available. 

There are three take-aways in the High Street. One .is 
Chinese and can be found next door to the Tandoori 
Restaurant. 1t is called 'China Garden' and telephone crders 
are accepted. 

The d:her take-aways are situated further down the High 
Street. Mario's and Maria's rells traditional English fish and 
chip; although the owners are Greek. The Fryer is also a 
fish and chip shop, which has its own eat-in room to the 
back of it. 

23 



NEW ROADS 

Recently, Silver Street has been extended. The extension 
runs parallel to the W yrley and Essington Canal and joins 
the new island at the 'station-end' of the High Street as can 
be ~en on the diagram. 11he road is an access road to the 
new Rillards Superstore. All the roadworks have an 
estimated coot of around £1.5 million. 

OU>CDONCfL 
HOUSE 

AC.TIV 1Tl6S 
u:NTRE 

NEW .. 
RM[)S 

*********** *************~************* 

The stx:>p ~en on the following page, to the left was on the 
corner of the High Street and Lichfie1d Road. lt. belonged to 
Jabez Brewe. Mr.Brewe was the local baker and 
confectioner. Today, this shop is the premises of Pearl 
As:;urance. 
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Old High Street 

Next door to that shop was the Brownhills Post and 
Telegraphic Office. lt was run by Thomas Heathcote, until 
1917. In the small cabinet fixed on the wall behind the 
counter was the Telephone Exchange. Later the exchange 
moved to an up;tairs room of a neighbouring haberdashery 
shop. Today's Telephone Exchange can be found in Ogley 
Road. 

At the time of the picture, a greater concentration c£. shop; 
was at the 'station-end' of the High Street. In 1920, over 
one hundred shop; offered their 9&Vices to the people of 
Brownhills. There were over thirty different kinds of shop;. 
Today, the High Street is packed with shop; and even more 
will ai;:pear in the near future when the shopping superstore 
will be q>ened. 

25 



A ~ALK DOWN HIGH STREET BROWNHILLS 

Brownhills High Street where have you gone 
Your family shoµ; that in character shone, 
Once like a book with a story to tell 
Right from the top with its Council. House Bell. 
To some it. was known as the three face liar 
But to Jae}< Tabberer and hoe; it was the call of a fire. 
When the bell tolled out its warning sound 
The feet of Jack and his steed day touch the ground. 
To the Council yard they both would fly 
'!'heir fire fighting duties to deploy. 
On Lichfield Road corner stcx:x:1 the cake shop of Brewe's 
With grace and finess and fine pastries to choose. 
Jack worked in the bakery from dawn until three 
And still had time for duties with A.R.P. 
For a hat that had style and hair tempting bl.i$ 
The shop of Miss Bagnall was one not to miss. 
Bacon, fresh coffee, and grocery so super 
They were the fine stock of dear o1d Tim Cooper. 
John White's best leather, and shoes of renown 
Were sold by Gregories, top shop of town. 
Then there was Joss of Harding fame 
Mole skin or corduroy, he knew the ootfitting game. 
Jeg;;op; a chemist was there for the sick 
From yer b:x:>s to yer yed he knowed how yer ticked. 
He could mix up a bottle or meek yer sum sarv 
Pull out a bad tooth or the crld corn could carve. 
Birches and Bladon.s, Ethel and Frank Poynton too. 
Richards and Denning, Poxon's meat you could chew, 
Remember the cook 500p with its na:E tempting smell 
Beef drif:ping sandwiches, roast :p:>rk as well.. 
The µ:>st. office had its place of family fame 
For heritage of management carried Syd Lloyd's name. 
Now across the road of old Church Hill 
Where Timmy John.son his slx:>p did fill 
Stood Robinson's Butchers and Mason's flowers 
Jellyman's Bike shop for your p:rllling hours. 
Len Sadler would suit you from head to tail, 
Teasdale for fish with fresh s=a scale. 

26 
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Freda King sold shoes, her dad mended soles, 
The next shop put oak ooxes down six foot hales, 
Yes when life's Epan, sadly came to an end 
The Woodhouse family their ~ce would lend. 
Fashion came next aE Bradbury fame 
Brother George and his ~-ters were top of the strain. 
Rogers fruit shop with character shone 
For the best in greengrocery he was the one. 
Remember the chip shop aE dear Mrs. Daft 
Chipping and frying to her was a craft. 
Talking of craft Jack Princep was good 
Ironmonger and toys he was craftsman with wood 
Diamonds or gold Jones and Bird knew the trade 
And then Mr.Dean with sweets his shop displayed.. 
Now on Brickiln Corner where eater's shop stands 
Was once fletcher's clothes shop with styles oh so grand 
Down to the oottom of white cold dream 
For everyone relished Selwyn Smith's famed ice cream. 
We have walked a lorg way so let's take a rest 
At the a1d Anchor Bridge for 'beer at its best 
Feeling better? let's make oor way ba.ck 
Our first memory call is aE the wheel and the jack 
For coach travel memories never to fail 
Were glider tours run by a1d Dunn and Hale. 
For firework, comic, newspaper or sweet 
Young Toffy Roberts could always compete. 
Rag and Bone Scarrat had a field for a thrill 
Each time Pat Collins with his fairground did filL 
Talking of fairgrounds there was shop aE Robinson name 
Whose family repaired caravans and stalls for showmen 

of fame. 

If you wanted music the keyboard to chop 
You were sure aE a bargain at the o1d piano shop. 
May Bevan for hair care, Maisie Cockran too 
Medicine at Poxon's was real good for you. 
When flying pigeons or feeding pigs 
At Cockrams ~ shop you could rely on old Syd. 

27 



If short of money and down on the rocks 
You could always pawn things with big Florrie Cox. 
Davies and Tomlinson more shop:; for you 
And then Simpsons old Palace for pictures to view. 
Now perhaµ:; you were rosh and owned a motor car 
There was no need to worry Barkers would see you go far. 
Yes even o1d High Street could your needs entertain 
There was also the Regent with Jack Turner to reign. 
Pountney for sweets, G william for clothes 
Fresh meat from Haines, James Greengrocery and Roe's. 
The toys of May Bevan, Salt's chip:> to make your lip3 smack. 
And we must not forget ha..ir styles of Tom my the Black. 
The Chapel of Wesley and Mount Zion too 
But you only drank ale from pubs one and two. 
I'm sorry, I forgot, of pubs there were three 
The W arrener's Inn and the top of the tree. 
For I mentioned the Anchor earlier on 
But for brewery ·beer there was only one 
The Station Hotel of Roberts family fame 
For real good brewed beer they were best in the game. 
Well we have walked up and down the old Monkey Run 
Il:. 's reen hard times and tears and yet had some fun. 
So let's rest for a while on the old market site 
Once covered with stalls on Saturday night. 
And full of nostalger for High Street of old 
Thank Goo for our memories more precious than gold ! 

rrhis p::>em was pint.ea with the kind ~m.iffiion of "Aer Reg" 
the author. 

28 



CHURCHES 

St. JAMES CHURCH 

St. James' is the oldest surviving church in Brownhills. n:. is 
Church c£. England and is the Parish Church of Brownhills. 

The Church was b..rilt in 1851 in the shape of the cross, as 
were many of churches of this time. The main material used 
was sandstone and the church building cost £ 1286.l 7s.6d to 
build. n:. was known to the elderly residents as 'the Church 
on the hill'. 

Recently, the church .roof and spiral were restored by 
Parishioners, includ:ing the Vicar himself, the roof ccsting 
around £3,000 to rebuild. The original stained glag; windows 
have been replaced with clear glag;, therefore letting in 
more light and saving on e1ectricity. 

The first vicar of St. James', was Reverend T. Jackson, who 
came to the Parish in 1857 and departed in 1869. The 
present vicar is Reverend H. Thornley. Reverend Thornley 
came to St. James' in November 1971. 

Besides the regular church services, there are a few 
organisations for both young and old. There are clubs for 
Guides and Brownies and also a 'Climbers and Explorers 
Club' for young adventurous children. The church also has 
'weekly muse group;' for adults. A Mother's Union U3ed to 
take p1ace, but unfortunately it no longer exists. 

In the nearby Church Hall, a Christmas Fayre takes place 
every winter to raise money for the Church funds. lt. also 
has a stage where plays by St. James' Players used to be 
performed. 

29 
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The clulrch iCSleS a Parish magazine every month, costing a 
small. fee. Earlier Parish magazines were called 'Contact'. 
Contact cxst around 4-Sd. It contained. around thirty pages 
of news and stories with a few advertisements ~attered 
here and there. 

The no lorx]er existing Mission Church of St. James' was 
situated on the ccrner of Brownhills Parade and Watling 
Street. lt. was called St. Thomas'. Another Mission Church 
was the Good Shepherd Church situated near Muckley 
Corner. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. BERNADETTE 

The Catholic Church of St. Bernadette is the first and only 
Roman Catholic Church in Brownhills. Before it. was built, 
the small Catholic population of the town travelled to 
Charetown to worship. When the Catholic population 
increared in the 1930's, it was decided that a Roman 
Catholic Church stDuld be built in Brownhills. 

While the church was being Wilt, Catholics said Mag; at the 
Warrener's Arms Pub. In 1934, construction was completed 
and on the 8th December of the same year, the church was 
opened for warship. The foundation stone was not laid until 
the 30th May 1935. 

Originally, the building was in the shape of a crucifix until 
1978. In this year, it was extended and the shape of the 
croe:; was lest. 

The very first resident p:i.est was Father John McGovern. 
He came to Brownhills in September 1963. Formerl.y, priests 
from Chasetown came to Brownhills to hold the s=rvices. 
The first of these was Father Cullen. 

The interior of the church is quite small with just under two 
hundred seats. The Sanctuary has been :reconstructed and a 
small. sacristy and committee room can be found inside the 
church. 
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HIGH STREET 

The i:resent p:iest of St. Bernadette's is Father Donlon. 
Father Donlon came to Brownhills in January 1983 and he 
replaced Father Jordan. 

Besides the regular services, many organisations and 
activities take place. The church has its own Judo Club 
which anyone can pin; The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
help; the underprivileged and lonely people of Brownhills. 
This is also q:>en to non-Parishioners. To en.sure that the 
church building is looked after the church has a 
'Develcpment Club'. A 'Ladies Altar Society' looks after 
flowers and other decorative items for the church. 

BROWNHILLS METHODIST CHURCH 

The Brownhills Methodist Church is situated in Silver Street, 
just cff the High Street. lt was Wilt between 1966 and 
1967. lt coot £ 54,000 to build, and was built by J.and F. 
Wootton of Blox wich. The architects were Birch and 
Caulfield. The church was OOil.t to replace two former 
churches, the Wesleyan (1896-1967) and Mount Zion 
(1895-1964). 

32 
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The church .is rectangular but .is not in the shape of a cr0$. 
Il:. has a fairly high roof. The furnishings consist of pews, a 
pulpit., a font, an organ and many other interesting things. 
Four stained gl.a$ windows can also be found from farmer 
churches. Also inside the b.lilding, are Sunday school 
classrooms and many other various rooms, including the main 
hall with a stage. 

The i;resent minister .is Reverend Hicks. He came to 
Brownhills in 1977 and succeeded Reverend Neville Morton. 

There are two Sunday Services with an attendance of about 
a hundred people in the morning and forty in the evening. 

Many clubs and organisations take place within the church 
such as Brownies and Guides, Senior Ladies Fellowship Club 
and others. 

Anot:her Methodist. Church can be found in Clayhanger Lane 
which .is celebrating its centenary this year. 

MOUNT ZION PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHURCH AND 
THE WESLEYAN CHAPEL 

The no lorger existing Mount Zion Church stood in 
Brownhills High Street. . lt had a decorative front, with a 
small tower and bricks from a farmer chapel were used in 
the construction. lt. took only eight months to complete and 
ca;t around £ 1,200. 

The Methodist. Church q;>ened on the 22nd December 1895. 
The final service was held by Reverend William Dickinson, 
on 18th October 1964. A decision was made to merge the 
church with a Wesleyan Chapel on the earner of Pier Street. 

The Wesleyan Chapel q;>ened in 1896. lt closed, however in 
1967, when a new Methodist Church was built. 

Each church had an excellent choir which were well known 
by people in the surrounding area. 



THE SALVATION ARMY 

In old Brownhills, a Salvation Army tX>Stel was situated. The 
building was similar to a chapel and was in the High Street. 

. 
Regular services were held with about forty people 
attending them. They were run by captains er officers woo 
stayed at the l'x>stel for about six months and then s::>meone 
e1se woold take over. The most memorable of these were the 
late Mr.Crookes and Mr.Durrell. 

The Salvation Army had a traditional 'Sally-Ann' band which 
included tambourines with brightly ca1oured ribbon and 
drums. 

Numerous events and organisations took place sich as a ':Py 
hour' which was he1d once a week to play games and have 
fun. There used to be a 'Home League' for elderly people. 
This was a chance for them to meet, chat and drink cups of 
tea. 

Jumble sales were regularly held and people used to make 
things to ~ so that it. was ~ihle to keep the tX>Stel 
open. Sunday School was held twice on Sundays. 

Salvation Army Guards. 

These were just like Brownies and Guides and the younger 
ones were known as Sunbeams. Special events would be held 
for these ~ sich as camping and tracking events. 

8adl.y, the Salvation Army had to c:l.a;e, because the OO:i.lding 
started to deteriorate and money was unavailable to build a 
new one. Another tX>Stel will never open due to one being in 
Cannock and one in W a1sall. 
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LEISURE 

PUBLIC HOUSES 

Many clubs and public rouses can be found in Brownhills. In 
this chapter, just a few of them have been mentioned, many 
of which are very old. 

The Rail.way Tavern 

Eighty years ago, the Rail.way Tavern, situated in Lichfield 
Road, was a coaching inn. The upper clas3 or 'payers' slept 
in bedrooms on the upper fkx>r, while the footmen Sl.ept in 
the still existing stables, with the rorses. The back room 
was a p1ain ~uare :room with a vertical boil.er. 

The Rail.way Tavern is one of the oldest puts in Brownhills, 
although there are a few bricks in a wall at the Hussey 
Arms that are older. 

When the pub was owned by Roberts', they had an old bra&S 
~ which is now in Roberts' the b:irber's, in the High 
Street. 

At fiist it was an Ind Coope pub, but was taken over by 
Anse.lls, which is now part of Allied Breweries. 

Nowadays, the pub is run by Mr. S.A.Smith, who recently 
succeeded Mr. Mick Marsh and Mr. John StockwelL It. has a 
friendly atrna:phere and is kept decorative with its many 
brasses. 

It has quite a few night entertainments, in the 'Curved 
Wall', with many full rouses, especially discos on Fridays 
and Sundays. Tuesday is 'Tr~azz' night and Saturday is 
'Function Night' where you can hold a wedding or birthday 
part.y. 
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THE STATION HOTEL 

William Roberts' brewery built the Station Hotel. 1t. was 
b.1.ilt when the steam age was at its height and because the 
Roberts f.amily brewed their own beers and ales. At the top 
of the neiqhbouring Ep:)rt:s shop there is a window which has 
William's name on it. 

The Station Hotel took its name from the London-Midland 
Railway that ran through Brownhills. Brewer Roberts' trade 
mark was a Victorian Steam Engine. The hotel was sold to 
Butlers in 1925. 

1t used to be the only hotel in Brownhills and was a i;x:>pular 
drinking place. During the fifties, it was very well 
patronized by teenagers. 

In the fifties and sixties, Mr.Ron Smith and his family ran 
the station Hotel. Mr. Smith was an ex-champion ooxer. 

Brewer Roberts' Trade Mark 
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Jn the saventies, up to the eighties, its mine host was 
Mr.Roy Heath and his family. The Heaths converted one 
room into a Country and Western Style room, which was 
known as th~ 'Crazy H. Saloon'. 

Sadly, the hotel is now clooed due to modern day 
develq>ment. 

BREWER ROBERTS 

William Roberts came to Brownhills from the north of 
England. Before becoming the owner of many puts in 
Brownhills, it is believed that he worked locally on the 
South Staffordshire Railway. He was the premier publican in 
Brownhills and s:ll.d beers such as Alsq;>p;, Bass XX as well 
as his oome brewed beer at the Station Hotel. It. is believed 
that he was a shrewd b.lsine:;sman and around 30 pubs had 
been owned by him. 

He married blt sired no children. When he died in 1906 aged 
77, George Roberts, his nephew, continued with the 
b.l.siness. George rebuilt the brewery of the Station Hotel. 

Brewer Roberts was one of the most important men in 
Brownhills. He donated the fiist. Merry-weather type engine 
to the old Brownhills Fire Brigade. He also owned many 
other ~operties in Brownhills, such as the Station Music 
Hall and a few farms. 

THE HUSSEY ARMS AND THE WHEATSHEAF PUB 

The Hussey is one of the oldest pub; in Brownhills. Several 
years ago ii: had a bowling green though ii: does not have 
one nowadays. 

The pub is a very popular place, especially with the younger 
generation. Pool tables are often in use though it. is 
advisable tn arrive early if seats are wanted. The pib is 
owned by Ansells. 
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The Wheatsheaf is located in Ogley Road. This pub is 
su~ to be haunted by a man woo shot himself in the 

. bar. This pm also used to have a bowling green at the back. 
It. has two juke boxes and a disco is held every Saturday 
night. The landl.ard is Mr.A.Wright and the p.1b is owned by 
Mitchells and Butlers. 

THE WARRENER'S ARMS AND THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

The Wai:rener's Arms &tands on the site of an earlier plb. 
The name 'W ai:rener' came about after an eighteenth 
century landowner named Richard Gildart stocked rabbits on 
that piece c£. land where the IXJb now stands. 

In the 1930's, the Brownhills Early Ckslre's Football. Team 
played at the back of the W arrener's. The team was in the 
W a1sall and District Thursday League and consisted of shop 
managers and as;istants. 

The criginal Warrener's Arms was demolished between 1920 
and 19 30 and was then i:eruil.t. 

There is~ to be a ghost within the Warrener's. An 
o1d woman is said to walk around in a Victorian dress with 
her dog. 

The Shoulder of Mutton is also a very o1d p.lb and is run by 
the Coleman's. lt beloB!Js to Mitchell and Butlers and has 
recently been modernised. At one time, the IXJb belonged to 
Brewer Roberts. His Trade Mark can be seen on the g1.as:; 
front windows of the IXJb. 

The pJb is situated in Church Road and has a beer garden 
for children to play in. lt also does a selection of pub food. 
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WATLING STREET PUBS 

The W:ind blew up the Watling, 
The Sun shone on the Crown, 
The Monkey climbed the Pear Tree, 
And the White Horse kicked him down ! 

This is an a1d rhyme concerning the p.l1:s along the Watling 
Street. The 'Sun' is the Rising Sun Inn which is opposite the 
Crown. The 'Monkey' is a name given to a pub which is now 
called the Wilkin. Just down the road from the Wilkin is the 
Pear Tree and the White Horse Pub is situated on the White 
Horse Road. All the roads lead off the Watling Street. 

a· RISING SUN 0 
b - TliE CAOWN ~ CHA6EWATER 
C .. MONKEY ci 

(WILKIN) d ~ 1----....-~--
d- PEAR TREE ~ 
e- WHITEHORSE :B f 

~z 3 

~~~ __ i.___ .... 
WATLING STREET (AS) 

The Rising Sun is a pleasant looking blilding which is now a 
~ but is reputed to be an eighteenth century coaching 
inn. ll: was altered at the turn of the century by William 
Roberts and was recently modernized. In 1914, a bowling 
green was q:>ened by Lieutenant .Cal.onel W.E. Harris:>n, J.P. 
and the Brownhills Town Band played for the occasion. lt. is 
reputed that Dick Turpin once stayed here. 

Owasite to the Rjging Sun, is the Crown. This is a lively 
pub with a juke box and [X)Ol table. 
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The Wilkin is a nice looking place, located at the junction 
of the Wilkin Road and the Hednesford Road. It. used to be 
known as the 'Monkey', but today, its full name jg 'Ye Olde 
Wilkin Inn and Restaurant'. Meals are available on l::x:>oking. 

Just aloD:J the road, towards Norton Canes, is the Pear 
Tree. This is a quiet:ish little µID, that often holds fancy 
dreg; ~ and mrbecues, etc. 

There are two pubs on the Hednesford Road, the Goat which 
has two J;X)Ol tables and holds dances and also the 'Manor 
Born' which jg a pub, a sl'x>p and a cafe. A part. of the 
Maner Born can also be hired for p:ivate parties, etc. The 
Maner Born used to be known as 'The Dolric'. lt. changed its 
name when it became under new management. 

CINEMAS-

THE REGENT AND THE PALACE PICTURE HOUSE 

There 'lEed to be a cinema called the Regent that was 
situated on the site of. where Ravenscourt Precinct now 
stands. lt was q>ened in 1928 by a man called Ted Jervis. It. 
c1.c::sed, however, on 29th September 1962. 

lt. used to sl'x)w two movies per week on every day except 
Sunday. Before television came to the area, the cinema was 
very well used. The queues for the second houses would 
form at least half an oour before the doors q;>ened. They 
would stretch from the cinema to the Station Hotel. lt was 
the main form of entertainment in Brownhills. 
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In 1932, the Regent was sold to Messrs. Bray and Davies 
who also owned the ct:her cinema in Brownhills. 

The Regent replaced an earlier cinema called the Palace 
Picture House. The Pa1ace was aE a wcoden and tin-sheet 
structure and was situated somewhere near the central 
garage in the High Street. 

The Palace was q?ened by Mr.Sidney Bray on the 23rd 
December 1912. In 1924, Wally Davies became Bray's partner I 
in owning and running the cinema. 

Silent movi.es were viewed in the Palace, accompanied by a II. 
piano, a 'cello and a violin. Inside the building itrel.f, there ~ 
were no carpets, but just p1ain floorboards. The balcony was 
just one step above the ground and ccst. 2d. for a seat 
there, an elderly resident recalls. It ccst. ld for a normal 
seat. Eventually, 'talkies' came to Brownhills. · 

The cla;ing date c£. the Palace jg not known. It appears to 
have cla:ed during' the Winter aE 1939/40, when the roof 
callatsed after a heavy fall aE snow. 

Sidney Bray died in December 1940 and so his share aE the 
Regent Cinema went to Bernard Bray, his son. Before dying, 
Sidney, alorg with his partner Wally, modernised the Regent, 
giving it the new-look which can be seen on the diagram in 
this chap:e.t'. Plans were drawn by Mesors. Cleland and 
Haywood of Wolverhampton. 

On the death of Bernard Bray in 1959, Miles Jervis 111 
became the new partner aE Wally Davies and finally aa;iuired 
the Regent late 1961 when Wally Davies retired. Demolition 
of the Regent began in November 1963, to make way for 
today's Ravenscourt Shopping Precinct. 
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PARKS 

HOLLAND PARK 

Holland Park is the ma::Pr council. owned park in Brownhills. 
Jf you were to visit it on a sunny day, you would find many 
small children p1aying on the swings, slides, roundal:x:>Ut and 
clinibi.ng frames with their mothers nearby with picnic goods. 

Holland Park does not only cater for small children. Football 
pitches are clearly marked out on the grassed landscape, 
situated in the park for all ages to take advantage of. Many 
town matches are played on these pitches. 

Tennis courts are also available. These courts are concreted 
and are in the ~n air, with tall wire fences surrounding 
them. 

In the summer, the µitting green is ~ned. For a small fee, 
you can hire a putting club and a golf ball and try your luck 
at µitting. 

Annually, a fair comes to Holland Park. lt is fairly big with 
all the {X)Pu1ar and modern rides, not forgetting the arcade 
games and fruit machines. lt is U9ed as part of the 
celebrations of the Carnival and is very popular with all 
ages, especially teenagers. 

At the back of Holland Park, the Brownhills Cricket pitch is 
situated. On a very warm summer's day, the local cricketers 
can be ~n playing. 

On Sth November, Guy Fawkes is often celebrated at the 
park. An enormous bonfire is constructed and fireworks are 
lit and an enj:>yab1e night is had by everyone who attends. 

Formerly, Holland Park was an ash tip until the Parade was 
built and it was lands::aped. The path alongside the park is 
commonly called the 'Black path', though its proper name is 
the 'Back Path'. 
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CHASEwATER 

Chasewater, or Norton Pool as it was formerly called was 
owned by Birmingham Canal Navigation, but is now owned by 
British Waterways. British Waterways have control of all the 
water in the pool as it is used as a reservoir for the Wyrley 
and Essingtqn Canal. 

Several years ago, Brownhills Council purchased Chasewater 
off the Coal Board for £5,000. A lot of the land to the :rear • 
of Chasewater is still owned by the Coal Board. 

The strip c£. land running parallel to the Chasew ater road 
was ooce part of a field belonging to Highfield Farm. A 
style road rdll from Pool Lane to Hednesford Road just 
inside the farm boundary. 

Today, Chasewater is used for many leisure activities. The 
Speed-boat and Water Ski-ing Club is located at the 
Hednesford Road part of the lake. The sailboarding and 
Yachting Club are J.ocated on the far side of the lake from 
the park area. 

Priocess Margaret once visited the Boat Club and before her 
visit., Prince Philip came by Heli_cq)ter and landed in one of 
Highfield Farm's fields. 

The park at Chasewater is often made use of by mothers 
with small children at the weekend. There are swings, 
tunnels, climbing frames, sandpits, a paddling pool and a 
pool that paddle boat rides are taken on. There are plenty 
of benches, grag;ed and paved areas. 

Fountains are turned on in the Summer and an arcade and 
cafe is q>en at the weekend. A fair visits once a year and 
fetes and stx:>ws of many kinds are often held through the 
Summer. 

A go-cart track is situated on the left hand side as you go 
into Chasewater. There is plenty of car parking, though a 
small fee may be charged in Summer. 
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THE ACTIVITIES CENTRE 

The Activities Centre ex the Annexe is situated on the 
corner of Pe1sall Road and High Street. The building was a 
former s::hool and dates back earlier this century. Today, 
the b.ri.ding is used to run part. of Brownhills Community 
Association. Other activities can be taken part in at 
Brownhills Community School. 

Many handy-crafts are run inside the building such as 
woodwork which is done in the well equipped workshop. 
Many pool table.s can be found in some former cla$t'ooms. 
Table tennis and many other sports are played within the 
Wilding. 

A Youth Club takes place six times a week which is very 
well used by the children of Brownhills. 

A photograph museum of o1d Brownhills can be found in the 
main entrance. Many o1d photos are displayed on walls with 
clear explanations of each photo. 

Brownhills Career Centre can also be found inside the 
Annexe with an excellent information library. A Citizens 
Advice Bureau can also be visited. 
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SERVICES 

OLD BROWNHILLS FIRE BRIGADE 

The firemen of. the a1d Brownhills File Brigade were smartly 
dresoed in blue uniforms with brass Wttons. These men 
volunteered to run the ~ and about six men usually 
travelled with the engine. 

The first 'Merry Weather' type fire eD;Jine was donated to 
the town by Mr. Roberts, a local brewer. lt. was kept in a 
yard at the back of the a1d Council House. At first, the 
vehicle was pulled by brewery horses, but later, council 
horses were used. 

The oorses, who were called Nelson and Diamond, were also 
kept in stables at the back of the Public Buildings C Council 
House). A bell was attached to the side of the Public 
Buildings and was used to summon the brigade, just before 
World War 11. Formerly, the bell on the a1d Central School 
had been used. 

There no longer exists a fire service in Brownhills itself. 
The nearest one today jg in Aldridge. 

THE RAILWAY STATIONS 

Brownhills had two passenger stations. The main one was 
situated at the top c£ the High Street and was q;>ened by 
the South Staffordshil:e Railway Company on the 9th April 
1849. 
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At the rear of the Station Hotel, was a goods yard where 
goods were loaded to be carried from Brownhills to the 
outside Chase mining communities. About six sets of oorses 
and drays were UC3ed to do this. A hansom cab carried 
pag;engers to and from Chasetown and Chase Terrace 
districts. Later, steam trains were used. This line was cl.osed 
to pas;engers in 1965. Although the line is still in existence 
today, it is no longer used. 

The d:her station, known as the Brownhills Midland was 
situated near Brownhills Common. This cpened in 1884 and 
was also referred to as the 'Watling Street Station' because 
it was quite near to the old Wailing Street colliery. In 19 30, 
the line was cloeed because the declining mining industry no 
longer needed it. A bridge, known as the Shant Bridge 
cros:;ed the Chester Road, carrying the line acrog; it. 
Remains of this can still be seen. 

The nearest station to Brownhills, nowadays, is at Walsall in 
the Saddlers Centre. 

Brownhills Midland 
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BROWNHILLS POLICE 

The Brownhills Police Station is situated in Chester Road 
North, near to Holland Park. The force serve Brownhills and 
also Pel.sall, but formerly served Brownhills, Pel.sall, Rushall. 
and W alsa]l Wood. This changed in 197 4 when Brownhills 
became an integral part of the Walsall Metropolitan 
Borough. 

Originally, the old police station was situated in Church 
Road where a1d people's blngalows now stand. lt. moved to 
Chester Road in 1964. 

BROWNHILLS LIBRARY 

Brownhills Library is situated in Brickiln Street. The fairly 
small library contains a vast amount of information and 
stories in the many fictitious and non-fictitious rooks, 
magazines and newspapers. The library was opened on 
Wednesday lst. December 1954. 

The modern surroundings in the library provide a 
comfortable place for all ages to choose books and study. 
The extended children's library is very decorative with work 
done by pupils from local schools. lt. is ideal for ages from 
two to fourteen and is very well used by all the children in 
Brownhills. 

In the main part of the bill.ding, many photos of old 
Brownhills are displayed on a wall and on request, the local 
history collection can be seen. 

A friendly ~e is always available in this quiet and 
pleaS3nt place and the ag;lgtants are always willing to help. 
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THE MILL 

The M~ situated in Mill Road, was OO:ilt prior to 1851. Ji: 
was owned by JC>EEph Haddon and Albert Edward Grimes, 
woo were cam and flour millers. The cam was delivered by 
canal transport. 

It. was oought by Robbim and Powers of Coventry in 1920 
and continued in earn and flour production. The machinery 
was i;x>wered by steam engine, until approximately 1936 
when the erxJine and chimney were dismantled and the mill 
charged over to e1ectricity. 

The mill clooed its {X'oduction in 19 39 and was then ~d as 
a store for supplies brought by road from Coventry Mill. The 
mill eventually clooed in aoout 1942. In 1943, it was taken 
over by Walter's Boot and Shoe Manufacturers, their 
prem~ in Tipton having been oombed and put out of 
product.ion. 

In around 1964-5, the mill was taken over by Ellard and 
Company aE w ednesfield for manufacturing metal pre$ings. 

Recently, the mill was demolished due to its great age. 
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SCHOOLS 

BROWNHILLS SCHOOL 

Brownhills School was b:rll.t in 1972 on what was once 
Oakenhayes Farm. The forms or clas::;es within the school 
~part. of the word 'Oakenhayes', they are O, A, K, E, N, 
H, Y. When the school was first built, it was called 
Brownhills Comprehensive School but recently it has been 
renamed Brownhills School and Corn munity Centre, because 
it has recently become a Community School. 

Brownhills School is situated in Deakin Avenue, just off the 
Wat.l.IDJ Street CA5). The first few houses were l::uil.t by 
Jonah Deakin - hence Deakin Avenue. 

The school has just recently had a swimming pool OOilt at 
the rear of. its Sports hall, which itself has not been up for 
very lo~. Over the twelve years that the school has been 
standing, it has been extended many times. When it was fiist 
b:lil.t, the school was in two parts - upper and lower. The 
lower school was in the old Central School on Brownhills 
Bridge until 1980. In 1980, all the pupils attending 
Brownhills Comprehensive were sent to the schoOl in Deakin 
Avenue. ·rhe old Central School was then cloead as a school 
and was made into an 'activities centre' as part. of 
Brownhills Community Association. 

The school is very modern with up-to-&te a:;iuipm.ent. lt has 
a luxurious music centre and many ether useful rooms. 
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This is the school badge of 
Brownhills School and Community 
Centre. lt shows the Brownhills 
Clock which can be seen on a 
blilding ~ the Activities 
Centre. lt was designed by Paul 
Rose woo also did posters, etc. 
for the school. The first 
headteacher was Mr.E.G.Gray. 
The present headteacher is 
Mr.C.J. Hunt B.A. 

OGLEY HAY SCHOOLS 

Ogley Hay Junior School was b.l:ilt in 1931 but has not 
always been a junior s:hooL Formerly, it served as a 
secondary s:hool for girls, but later became a mixed junior 
s:hool. 

The junior s:hool is one of the biggest in the borough. Il:. has 
a very succes;ful fOOtban team and some elder boys of the 
s:hcxll do Morris Dancing. 

The s:=hool has a luxury 
adventure p1ayground. On 
the sit.e of this, an earlier 
ocOOol. was situated. Th.is 
was the junior s:=hool at 
the time c£. the secondary 
octxxll. This was no longer 
needed and it was 
demolished. 

The first headteacher of 
the junior s:=hool. was Mr. 
Horton. Mr. Horton was 
followed by Mrs. J. Ham. 
The p-:esent headteacher is 
Mis; A. Guest Wl°¥) became 
head recently. 
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The Infants School ac:ros; the road was formed in 1876, in 
an up:;taiis nx>m ·of a local shop, which had been specially 
fitted to serve as a ~hool room for infants. The first 
headteacher was Evangaline Maria Wakelin. She was 
followed by LA. Elliot, Elizabeth Marsh, and Emma G. 
Gaskin. 

In August 1883, Sarah Ellen Bott became headmistress in the 
brand new building in Church Road (or Church Hill as it was 
caJled}. She was followed by many other people. 

The p:-esent headmistres:; is Mrs. K. Norman, who became 
headmist:res:; quite recently, succeeding Mrs. J. Evans. 

Annually, the Infants School used to have a Mayday 
Ceremony. lt consisted of the children performing in front 
of their parents by dancing around a maypole. The children 
used to have Maysticks - brightly decorated sticks with 
flowers and ribbons. A May-Queen was e1ected every year. 
The last aE these ceremonies was held in 1984. 

(OGLEY HAY INFANTS SCHOOL) 
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OTHER INFANT AND JUNIOR SCHOOLS 

Brownhills West Junior and Infant School is situated within 
the Wilkin Estate. lt was hrilt in 1968. There are around 
two hundred pupils woo attend the s:hool and thirteen staff. 
The p:esent headteacher is Mr. Fairclough. 

Wailing Street School is also a junior and infant s:=hool and 
is situated on the comer of Watling Street and the Parade. 
It was opened in 1878, making it one of the oldest ochools in 
Brownhills. 

The p:esent headteacher is Mr.Winter and there are over 
one hundred and ninety pupils including staff. 
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Mmfield Junior and Infants School is situated in Catshill 
Road. The present headteacher is Mr.Steen. 

All three schcx:lls have p1aying fields and a schoal hall. Each 
school has a football and netball team. 

THE SHIRE OAK SCHOOL 

Shire Oak School is situated on Shire Oak Hill within the 
housing estate. lt was made up of two former schools. The 
south CuQ?er) block was once a Grammar School and was 
Wilt in 1961. The renior school which is now the north 
building was built in 1966. 

The renior school came about when Street's Corner School 
(built in 1903 and made into an elementary school in 1932) 
had an increase in pupils. In 1945, Street's Corner School 
became a Secondary Modern School. There are still. signs 
within OOth buildings that they once used to be two reparate 
schools. The north building houses the first, second and third 
year pupils and the south building houses the fourth, fifth 
and sixth year pupils. The north block is for practical 
subjects and the south block is more for science and such. 

The headmaster at present is Mr.A.W.Mills B.Sc. and is 
as:;isted by three deputy heads. There are reventy-eight full 
time staff and five part. time. The student l::xx1y consists of 
around nine hundred and eighty pupils. 

Sports facilities consist of a large p1aying fie1d, tennis 
courts, a gymnasium and a large ~ hall. Shire Oak 
School also offers a wide range of club;, i.e. football., judo, 
netball, table-tennis, golf, computers, chess, music, brass 
band orchestra and choir. 

Mr. Fraiii was the first head of the reconda.Iy modern school 
and Mr. Merriott was the first head of the Grammar School. 
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Mr. Mills took over as heaq in September 1974. Mr. Merriott 
was the head of both schools in 1970. 

Pupils woo attend Shire Oak come from W a1sall Wood, 
Aldridge, Lazy Hill, P~ Brownhills, Clayhanger and 
Shelfield 

THE OLD CENTRAL SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

On the earner of Chester Road and Pelsall Road, the o1d 
Central School buildings can be found. The building is 
extremely a1d and is often referred to as the Annexe. 

The s:hoal was once for OOth boys and girls, but later 
became a secondary school for boys. Mr. R.H.Massey was 
the last headmaster of the boys s::hool and he later became 
one of the deputy heads at Brownhills Comprehensive 
School. 

When Brownhills Comprehensive School was q;>ened in Deakin 
Avenue, the building was used as an Annexe for lower 
s::hoal pupils. 

Brownhills School became a community school on lst. 
September 1982. Since then, the Annexe was turned into an 
'activities centre' and is now used to run part. of the 
Brownhills Community Association. Many activities take 
place in the Activities Centre, which are open to all the 
residents of Brownhills. (See Leisure Chapter). 
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·ANNUAL EVENTS 

THE BROWNHILLS CARNIVAL 

The Brownhills Carnival is an annual event which has taken 
place for many years. lt consists of many decorative floats 
which p:oceed from Lindon Road along the High Street, to 
Holland Park, where the floats are judged. 

Each year a beautiful girl. is e1ected to be Carnival Queen. 
She also can be seen on a float. 

The Carnival always takes place on a Saturday in June, and 
the High Street is usually filled with people watching the 
floats and listening to the marching bands. Onlookers throw 
money onto the floats and people dressed in funny costumes 
also co11ect money in tins. All funds raired are then given to 
charit.y. 

A fair is situated in Holland Park at the time of the 
Carnival. lt. has many different rides including popular and 
modern rides such as the 'cage' and the 'scramblers'. Fruit 
machines and arcade games can be played in the :EX>Pul.ar 
arcades. Refreshments such as trt. dogs, beefburgers, candy 
fla:B, toffee awles and drinks can also be purchased. It. is 
owned by Billy Dante. 

Many sb:>ws are held also in Holland Park such as 
performances by police dogs and marching bandc:>. Side stalls 
sell thinjs and raffles and tombo1as take place. 
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Unlike the Wakes, the Carnival only lasts for one day, 
al.though the fair is q;>ened a few days before Saturday, in 
the evening. 

THE BROWNHILLS WAKES 

The Wakes were he1d every year as c:1.a:e to November Sth 
as i;:os;ihle, and they lasted a week from Wednesday to 
Wednesday. Wakes Monday was al.ways a holiday, and 
children had two days off ~hool. 

The site for the Wakes was on the Danks' fields, behind the 
Regent Cinema {where Ravenscourt Shopping Precinct is 
now). ll:. was the highlight of the year. At one time, it was 
at the rear oE the Station Hotel. Trifs m oo1id tyred 
charabancs would be arranged from as far away as 
Tamworth. 

Pat Collins, an M.P. for Wa1sall provided the amusements 
which included steam organs, stalls and roundabouts. The 
biggest attraction was the Bioscope, given the nickname 
'Blood Tub', because they always showed 'blood and thunder' 
films. The audience would sit on wooden planks. The 
Bioscope was pulled by an engine, which later was used to 
warm up the tent. 

Other attractions were the boxing booths. The challenge was 
three rounds with a fighter, for a prize of ten shillings. 
There was also often a boxing kangeroo. 

Freak sl'x:>ws were always popular, showing 'the fat lady', 
midgets and strange animals. 

Fairground rides included the 'steam yachts', which 
corsisted of two large boats travelling in c.g>asite directions 
with only a rope tied across to prevent people falling out. 
These were steam powered by a half crank engine which 
only travelled half way round before the steam was cut off. 
lt was then t:ent back the ether way. 
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There were also the Helter Skelter, one of the landmarks at 
the fair with ll:s tall tower, and the cake walk, with the 
steam eD3ine at the centre. Big wheels were always 
extremely slow. Chairoplanes and the Switchback were also 
popular. 

Everyone enpyed the Wakes supper, a very grand affair, 
which was rerved up at the pub; and clubs. Meat would be 
cooked at Brewe's Bakery, and then made into sandwiches at 
the club house on the bridge. Families would often have 
Christmas Pudding on Wakes Sunday. 

The various amusements and rides, etc. were transported 
round the Wakes cin=uit, which began in Bloxwich in August 
and ended in Brownhills in November. On the last night of 
the Wakes, a service would always be held from the steps of 
the 'Gonddas' and the takings collected that night should be 
~lit and donated to the rospitals. When the last show 
finally came to an end, everything would be dismantled and 
packed away immediately, leaving no evidence of its 
presence the next morning. 

After being on this site for many yean;, the Wakes were 
he1d for a few yean; running on what was known as 
Scarratt 's field, near to Silver Court.. Unfortunately, this did 
not i:rove to be very succ€$ful, and Brownhills Wakes 
disawearea. 
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MINING 

Coal mining was the livelihood of many people in and around 
the Brownhills area, in the late nineteenth century and 
earlier in this century. Brownhills was a popular mining 
place due to the p1entiful supplies of coal which lay beneath 
it. Brownhills also had very good transport facilities - the 
Wyrley and Essington Canal (cut through Brownhills in 1794) 
and the railway line linking Brownhills with the rut.side 
Chru:e mining corn muni.ties. 

Small scale mining has been carried out in the Hussey Estate 
since the Tudor times, but it was not until the Industrial 
Revolution that full scale mining became a viable industry. 
There were numerous mines in and around Brownhills - Cox's 
Pits, the Wide, Owen's Pits, Coppice Pit, Wyrley Common, 
Brownhills Cathedrals, The Wilkin, The Fly and Cannock 
Chas= No. 4 and many more.) 

Today, mining has ocmp1.et.ely disappeared from Brownhills, 
but memories of the mining days still fill the minds of those 
who went below and dug for coal. 

PITS NEAR CHASEWATER 

Two pits were situated near Chasewater which stopped 
working s=veral years ago. One was situated where the 
trotting stadium and track now stand, in Pool Lane and the 
other was situated oH?QSite, in the land of Highfield Farm. 
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Both these pits were mined for coal and they were quite 
shallow. Pit J.X>nies of various breeds were used. They were 
broken in by Fred Holland, woo lived at Highfield Farm as a 
horse fetler, and Frank Wilkinson. 

The pft:s and the farm were owned by Cox brothers woo also 
owned many other properties in Brownhills. The farm was 
later sold to the Council. 

And:her pit. can be found at the back of Chasewater. lt. was 
quite a large pit and silt and dust settled in silt beds where 
the coal was washed. These are now being cleared out and 
the land is being prepared for new develq;>ment. The silt is 
beirg uood for making coal blocks and bricks. 

I 
!! I I 
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THE GROVE PIT DISASTER 

On Wednesday, lst October, 1930, fourteen men were killed 
in the rowels of the Grove Pit, at Norton Canes. 
Fortunately, there were only fourteen men down the pit, as 
there were usually fifty, but this particu1ar Wednesday was 
a general holiday in the area. 

The deaths were caused by an expla;i.on relating to a build 
up of carbon monoxide gas. The mine's rescue station at 
Hednesford lost no time in starting a masc:ri.ve rescue 
operation. They scxm realised that there was little hope 
finding any of the men alive because of the tonnes of debris 
above the t:rawed men and the presence of carbon monoxide 
gas still in the shaft. 

Next day, the fully e:;iuiwed rescue party was able to 
descend the shaft to where the l::xxlies were. Some of the 
dead men had mutilated l::xxlies, but others had obviously 
been killed by the gas. 

The first body was of Jack Holland whose father had been 
killed in the same pit a few years earlier. The last but one 
body to be brought to the surface on Thursday was that of 
William Robins and the final, that of John Whittaker was 
buried under so much debris, it was recovered the following 
day. 

The victims involved in the Norton Canes Disaster were as 
follows: 

William Whittaker {62) John Scoffham {50) 

Alfred Bonham {49) James Malley {33) 
Jack Holland {41) Ben Corbett {52) 
Richard Bowdle {30) William Robins {45) 
John Whittaker {-) John Bromage {34) 
Harry Smith {38) John Hackett {33) 
Alex Martin {32) J. Heath {37) 

Ten c£. these men were from Brownhills with the d:her four 
from Pelsall, Burntwood or Norton Canes. 
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Employment was at its wa:st. and in consequence, widowed 
families were left with little or nd:hing to live on. A relief 
fund was launched by the Brownhills Urban District Council. 

Ten c£ the victims were buried under full military honours 
on the crest of a hill in St. James' Churchyard Brownhills, 
as six of -them had fought throughout the First World War. 
The <Xher four were buried Irivately. 

THE WYRLEY AND ESSINGTON CANAL 

The canal which runs through Brownhills is called The 
Wyrley and EfEngton CanaL lt. was cut through Brownhills 
in 1794. During the following years, a great deal of canal 
traffic drifted along the canal to cq>e with the flourishing 
mining community .. 

Chasawater (Norton Bog) is used as a reservcir for the canal 
which is owned by British Waterways. See the map at the 
beginning of the b:x>k to see the coorse that the canal 
fallows. 

A footbridge croS3eS the canal at the bottom of Pier Street. 
lt. is believed that Pier Street obtained its name from this 
bridge. The a:iginal. bridge was c£ a wooden structure and it 
is believed to have been erected scxm after the canal was 
cut, enabling ~ple to continue to use the pq;>ular route to 
Clayhanger and w a1sall. wood. 

A public rouse stood near the l:r.idge step; called 'The 
Fort.une c:f. War', later renamed the Pier Hotel. 
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OGLEY HAY 

OGLEY HAY 

Ogley Hay can be traced back t.o A.O. 994. lt. was one of 
the hays er divisions of the Forest of Cannock. 'Ocgingtun' 
as it was called, was given to the monks of ( W alver) Hampton 
in A.O. 996 by the Saxon Lady Wulfrun. In the Domesday 
Book, an entry in 1086 reveals that at the time of the 
survey, this area was uninhabited. :Its name appears as 
'Hocintune' and was described as 'waste' . 

By A.O. 1300, the name had become 'Oggeleye', very similar 
to the fX'esent name. More early names for Ogley a~ar as 
'Oggele' (1231) and later 'Huggeley' (1292). 

In 1567, Queen Elizabeth 1 granted Ogley Hay to the family 
of Lord Stafford from whom it pas::led through several 
landowners such as John Dolphin, Edward Jackson of Wall, 
Christopher Wood of Norton, Fowke Hussey and a Mr. 
w orsey aE R ushall.. 

By the l 700's, the Name 'Brown Hills' starts to be mentioned 
on eighteenth century map:;. lt. was just a small uninhabited 
area in the region of Ogley Hay. 

In 1734, John Smith, Lord of Shenstone, endeavoured t.o 
make Ogley Hay into a rabbit warren, but his attempts came 
to nd:hing. However, in 1765, Ogley Hay and most of the 
Manor of Norton was sold to Richard Gildart who 
succe=mully stocked the hay with rabbits. 
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In the nineteenth century {:eaple st:art.ed to settle in Ogley 
Hay to live. In 1811, only ejght ~ple lived in Ogley. ~en 
yeai:s later, 24 people lived there. By 1&41 however, there 
was a great increcu:e in {X>pulation. 222 people, rising to 518 
ten years later. In 1861, there was a massive {X>pulation of 
1,357. 

In 1834, Ogley Hay was encla3ed. The {Xincipal landowner 
was Phineas Hussey and 24 people lived in Ogley Hay. The 
following was taken from WHITE'S DIRECTORY OF 
STAFFORDSHIRE, 1834 before enclcsJre: 

"OGLEY HAY is unenclosed heath at the south errl of 
Cannock Chase, betwixt Brown Hills and Hammerwich, four 
miles S. W. by W. of Lichfield. It is an extra parochial 
district a. 10 25 acres of which 2 5 A are occupied l:rj the 
Wyrley and Essington Canal and 17A by roads and a small 
enclcsure. Phineas Fowke Hug:;ey, e:q. is lord of this 
extensive waste on which the 1andowners of Hammerwich 
have common right. On the north side of it, near the 
Wat:lirg Street, upon the summit of a hill, are traces of a 
Roman incampment, called Knave's Castle, and encompassed 
by three ditches, with an entrance on the south. Grouse and 
partridges are here in abundance." 

In 1854, 'Ogley Hay Ecclesiastical Parish' was formed into 
two civil parishes - Ogley Hay and Ogley Hay Rural. The 
area a. Ogley Hay was 307 acres and the area of Ogley Hay 
Rural was 756 acres. In 1901, the population of Ogley Hay 
Rural was 6,125. By this time, Ogley Hay was becoming 
known as Brownhills. 
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SHIRE OAK 

THE SHIRE OAK TREE 

The name given to this small area of Brownhills, was 
presumably taken Erom the famous oak tree which stood near 
to the summit of the hilL ·rhe ook formed the ooundari.es of 
Shenstone and Walsall W cxx1 and was recorded as 'The Shire 
Okes'. It was one of the few trees not to be cut down by 
the Monks of Wolverhampton. 

In the 1890's the tree was cut down and stood in the Shire 
Oak Inn for quite a long time. In 1966, a s::=ction of the oa.k 
was i;resented to Shire Oak SchooL 

The Oak is immortalised in Dean Swift's verse: 

Beneath this oak in stormy weather, 
I join this whore and rogue together; 
And none but he who made the thunder, 
Can put this whore and rogue asunder. 

He compos::=d this when he married an illiterate couple under 
the shelter of the tree. 

THE SHIRE OAK HILL 

The Shire Oak Hill is five hundred and forty feet above ~a 
level. Although there is no record of a settlement until 
quite recent times, it was a significant 1andmark at the 
crog;roads of the routes to Chester and Lichfi.e1d. lt is 
reputed that Prince Rupert., the noted Royalist corn mander 
in the Civil War, used Shire Oak as a rendezvous and 
pog;ibly camped his army there earlier in 1644. 
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SHIRE OAK PUBS 

On the summit of the Shire Oak Hill, at the cr0$I'oads, the 
Shi.re Oak Inn can be found. The pJb is extremely a1d and 
still remains remarkably unchanged today. Jl:. is now an M & 
B pub, although it used to have its own brewery a very long 
time ago. The Inn used to accommodate OOt:h horses and 
people. 

Another pub known as the Royal Oak stands quite near to 
the summit of the hill, in Chester Road. The clientele of the 
o1d pub were miners. The landlord used to be William Cooke. 
1ts ales, beers, etc., were from Lichfield Brewery Co. Ltd. 
Today the pub is owned by Ansells. 

. : '~- . .. 
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CLAYHANGER 

THE HISTORY OF CLAYHANGER 

When Lord Stafford died, in 1391-2, an investigation found 
that ~ had 'one piece of land of wood and pasture, one 
carucate of. land and park called le Wastes and le Conyngre' 
in a part of Walsall called Clayhanger. This property 
remained with the Staffords for ~veral generations. 

Thomas de Beauchamp, the fourth ~ was lard in 1395-6 
and at the time he came into [X'>EEES5inn of the manor. When 
he died in 1401, his w:idow, Margaret, retained a third part 
of the manor, the advowson of the church and a tenement 
called Clayhanger, which had been in the [X"ffiffiSion of 
William, brother and heir <X Thomas, Earl of Stafford. From 
William it. pag:;ed to Edward, who died in 1402-3, holding in 
W a1sa1l a tenement called Clayhanger and the Wastes lying 
between the town and park of Walsall. 

As Lord of the Manor, the King also granted certain lands 
at Clayhanger and Bentley Lawnd to Edward Stafford, Duke 
of Buckingham. The lands were described as being waste. 
They now form part. of the Manor. 

In 17 63, there was a settlement on the west side of 
Clayhanger Common which occupied the north of the present 
day Clayhanger Road over the Common by the early 
nineteenth century. By this time the small village of 
Clayhanger was developing along what are now Bridge and 
Church Street. 

Since the Second World War, a housing estate has been laid 
out tD the south of High Street, and there has been some 
rebuilding on the sites of nineteenth century houses. 
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'I'HE RECENT HISTORY OF CLA YHANGER 

There used to be a railway, as can be seen on the map, 
that travelled through Clayhanger. The rail.way used to 
travel from Aldridge, to Walsall Wood and through 
Clayhanger. From Clayhanger it used to go near to the Swan 
pub, to Brownhills and finally to Cannock, where it used to 
take miners to work in Cannock. n:. was also used to 
transport coal from what is now known as Brownhills 
Commercials Limited. The coal was tra.IlS{X>rted to Pelsall. · 

There used to be a paper shop in Church Street. The 
Deaconess lives on these premises now. The house is called 
'Church House'. The sl'x::>p used to be an off-licence. The 
church in Clayhanger was knocked down several years ago. 
n:. used to be next to the s:hool in Church Street. 

There also used to be a small corner shop in Bridge Street, 
that used to be called 'Howdle's Shop'. Il:. used to sell coal 
amon:Jst d:.her things. 

Also in Bridge Street, at the back of what is now known as 
Wick.son's Coaches there was a club. The club used to be 
owned l:1j Han:y Hopkins. Il:. used to be an off-licence as 
w~ which made two off-licences in Clayhanger. 

There is a road in Clayhanger, as on the map, that was 
named after Frank Dingle. He lived by the old railway and 
he was the oldest ~n living in Clayhanger at the time, 
so the road was named after him. 

Ernest Jones did the c1ayworkings of Clayhanger. He used to 
dig where Jones' pool is now. Mr. Jones was one of the first 
local ~ople to have pneumatic tyred vehicles, quite a 
novelty when they fi.t:st a~. Whilst excavating in the 
1920 's in ~h of clay, subsidence began to occur, springs 
bein:J di.s:=overed w hi.eh had the River Thames as their 
s:>urce. Fkx:>d occurred in Clayhanger almost every year i;re 
-194 6, when the 'Big Flood' occurred, up until the 1960 's. 
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At one time, ClaybaBJer ~ to be level with the canal 
surrounding it. There used to be a rouse on the side of the 
bridge, near to Jones' pool. The digging of coal underneath 
ClayhaBJer caused ClaybaBJer to sink down and eventually 
caused the oouse to be buried. 

PRESENT DAY CLA YHANGER 

THE PIG FARM 

The Pig farm :is situated in Clayhanger, quite near to the 
canal. Potatoes are grown there every year. The owner has 
some pigs, some cows and two oorses. When the pigs are 
bellXJ slaughtered, a red hot metal bar :is put through the 
head. 

The Pig Farm :is co1logui.a1ly called 'The piggy'. In the 
'p:U}:nr' a fairly large i:x:xll can be found. Pigs and cows 
oometimes drink . oot of the pooi which runs :into the brook. 

THE PARK 

A Park can also be found in Clayhanger, containing three 
swin1s, a rocket, two benches and a rainoow. It :is mainly 
for five year olds, although three full sized football. pitches 
are available, used most Sundays when the football. season is 
in {regress. Chang:ing rooms are available for the players. 

BIRCHES' SHOP 

A house, at the bottom of the High Street in Clayhange.r 
used to be a sl'x>p. lt. was owned by Mr. & Mrs Birch, hence 
the name 'Birches' Shop'. Sixteen years ago, a few years 
before Mrs. Birch died, the sl'x>p was c1..ceed down and was 
just used as a house. Someone oought the shop when 
Mr.Birch died and Belfry Builders mcxlernised it. 
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CLAYHANGER SHOP 

This srop is situated at the top of the High Street in 
Clayhanger. The owners are Sally and Jack Hinks. They have 
owned the stnp for about ten years. The previous owners 
were Mr. & Mrs. Singh. 

EDMUND BOWDLE - BUTCHER'S AND FARMER'S 

There is a butchers situated next to the Clayhanger Shop. 
The owner is Edmund Bowdle. A farm and a shop are also 
owned by Mr. Bowdle, but they are not in Clayhanger. 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 

The Community Centre can be found next to the school 
where the church used to be. 1t is the main tyi;;e of 
entertainment in Clayhanger. lt arranges things like Bingo 
on a Wednesday evening. 

CLA YHANGER SCHOOL 

The Clayhanger School is an Infant School. The headteacher 
is Mrs. Marl.ow. In the school there are two Cl.a$rooms, a 
~ a kitchen, two cloakrooms, toilets, a toy room for the 
children to play in, teachers' offices and a tuck room. 'I1he 
school arranges some of the services the church used to do, 
for example, a Sunday service and a Carol Service at 
Christ.mas time. The Deaconess, Phyllis Corbett arranges 
these activities. 
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'l'HE GEORGE AND DRAGON 

·rhe George and Dragon is a pub. 1t ..u:: &tuated in Church 
Street cpposite to the school. The µlb is extremely old and 
can be found q.n late nineteenth century maps. ·roaay the 
pub is run by Kathleen Haines who recently succeeded Mr.A 
James. 

JONES' POOL 

Every June~ the owner ot Jones' Pool holds a barbecue. 
Private rishing aJso takes place in the ~ (see Recent 
History of Clayhanger). 
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW BROWNiilLLS ? 

The following article was taken from a Parish magazine 
dated February 1968. lt. tells of the old names for the 
different parts of Brownhills. lt. also shows how the i;:resent 
day streets received their names. 

Brlckhlll Is Bricklln Street: Back Lane Is Great Charles Street: Pudding 
Bog is Seeds Lane: Cats Hill Is a small area between Ogiey Road and Anchor 
Bridge; Lloyd's Is the Post Office in High Street (so called because Lloyd's 
at one time ocr.upied the premises end ran the Post Office); Clanger Is 
Clayhanger; Pick-Ak is Pier Street, by the canal's Pier Bridge; the Cut is the 
canal. The Coppy is what remains of the Coppice just below the Congreg
ational Church (sometimes referred to as the Congo): the Fort (or the 
Fault) Is Castle Street, off Watling Street. near Knaves' Castle; the Anchor 
is by the bridge; the Cape Is off Frlezland Lane. The Cottage of Content, By 
the Sweat of a Miner's Brow, the Uva and Let live, and Nil Desporandum 
are all houses In the Cape region, but NII Desperandum Is now demolished. 
Diet you get them all? 

THE WATLING STREET 

The Watling Street was originally a Roman Road and still 
follows the Roman course today. Thomas Telford later 
rebuilt the road at the end of the eighteenth century. 
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