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Vandals & dumpers causing 
problems on old track bed 

The Brownhills Ra ilways 
Action Group is concerned 
about a new threat to hamper 
their fight to re-open the rail link 
through Brownhills. The cause 
for concern is two fold. One is 
the indiscriminate dumping, 
going on along the old track bed. 
It's not just a few car boot-fuis of 
household or garden rubbish. 
but somehow whole lorry loads 
of building rubble are appear
ing, and as our photographs 
show a load of old lorry tyres. 

A spokesman for B.R.A.G. 
appeals for any public spirited 
person who sees this going on, 
to immediately note the regist
ration number of the vehicle 
being used and report to the 
loca police station. 

The second threat, is the 
almost total demolition of a 
bridge, near Taylor Cate, not by 
traffic or a bomb, which may be 
the immediate reaction to our 
picture, but by blatant wanton 
destructive, vandalism. 

One nearby resident stated. 
#I've tried watching for vandals 
for hours but have yet to catch 
sight of anyone, but each t ime I 
go over a bit more has been 
hacked away and thrown on the 
old line." 

1 -
( 

A member of B.R.A.G. Mr 
Doug Birch told us uThe sooner 
this line is open. the better, as it 
can be cleaned up. repaired and 

put into regular use, and 
perhaps put an end to this trou
ble. n 

starting promotion work in ear
nest to fund a feasibility study 
which is another stage of their 
campaign to open the railway. In the meantime B.R.A.G. are 

Not the result of a bomb! just idle hands, would it be that they 
could be put to good use 

NITE LIFE· FOR THAT FEMININE 
TOUCH 

Large selection of i2htwear 
from £2.99 to £7 .99 
Underwear. Briefs 

From £0.50 to £1.99 a pair 
Bra's From £2.99 to £4.99 

Half Slips From £0.99 to £2.99 
Bustiers From £1.99 to £3.99 

For the colder months ahead 
A selection of Quilted 

and Fleecy Robes from £10.99 
Bath Wraps from £9.99 

Winter Nighties 
from £3.99 to £7 .99 

For Fashions that set the pulse racing - come along to 

NITE LIFE· AT THE IN SHOPS CENTRE 
UNITS 22/23 - 34/35 RAVENS COURT, BROWNHILLS BOULEVARD, 
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BROWN HILLS Out of Africa 
183 High Street, 

Brown hills 
Walsall WSB 6HW 

Opening Times 
Monday-Friday 

9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 

Telephone 
Advertising 
Brownhills 
'452840/1 

Editori•I 
Brian Stringer 

Brownhills 372491 
1 • or 452840/1 

Publishers 
Baker Bond 
(Printing & 

Publishing) Ltd 
P.O. Box 1 

183 High Street, 
Brownhills, Walsall, 

West M idlands 
WS8 6HW 

Annual Show 
Brownhills & Distict Horticul

tural Society will be holding 
their 2 day annual show on 
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd 
September at the Activities 
Centre, Central School on 
Brownhills Bridge. Saturday 
3.00 p.m. - 8.00 p.m . and Sunday 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. with sale of pro
duce (flowers fruit and vegeta
bles) at 4.15 p.m . 

One of 111y first jobs as editor 
of the Gazette was to get in 
touch w ith as many interesting 
people as I could to relate stories 
and events in order to create an 
interesting and varied paper. 

Former Shire Oak pupil Sally 
Davies was one such person 
having recently jetted out to a 
remote part of Kenya to take up 
a volunteer teaching post . Such 
is the remoteness and unrelia
bility of the postal services, I 
have only just received this let
ter from Sally w ith a promise of 
another one telling us of her 
exper iences there, at a later 
date. 

At a New Year's Party, at the 
stroke of midnight January 1st 
1989, I decided I must do some
t hing with my life. I announced 
this to the other guests, and they 
smiled as you do to people who 
make fantastic New Year Resol
utions and will never keep them. 
Little did they know that less 
than eight months later. I would 
be arriving at Jomo Kenyatta 
A irport, Nairobi, ready to serve 

two years as a 'Volunteer'. 
Perhaps I had better explain a 

little of my life until that tim e. I 
had a fairly normal childhood, 
brought up mainly in 
Clayhanger. went to 
Clayhanger Infants School, then 
to Ogley Hay Junior School, 
when Mr. C. F. Horton was head
m aster. Then after the eleven
lus, went to Shire Oak in the 
days of Mr. E. B. Merriott, w ho I 
used to live in fear of in case he 
saw me walking down 
Clayhanger Road w ithout my 
school hat on. 

From there I d id three years 
teacher training, and began 
teaching January 1980 at Par
ton, near Wolverhampton. 

After seven years I began to 
get itchy feet, and applied for an 
exchange programme in the 
United States. I spent a very 
happy year August 1986 - 1987 
in Denver, Colorado, working in 
lovely surroundings at a private 
Schools. 

I then came back to Perton, 
which is a lovely school, but I 

Sally Davies before she flew irrto the unknown. 

---==-------- --i 
r- CLASSIC ELEGANCE 
, DECORATIVE PLASTERW ARE MANUFACTURER 

THIS MONTHS SPECIALS 
OPEN 

MON - SAT 
~am - 5pm 

e=== 

~ 

. 4 ----------. ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN MARBLED 

FINISH COMPLETE 
Willi MARBLE 

BACK & HEARTH 
FROM £320 

incVAT 

needed to get out of the rut 
again - hence V.S.O. 

V.S.O. stands for Voluntary · 
Service Overseas. It sends 
people from Britain and Europe 
to the third wor ld to share their 
skills. It is a registered charity, 
and relies on sponsors and 
donations to get people out to 
't he South'. 

I applied in January 2nd to 
V.S.O. for an application form, 
filled it in, and went for an inter
v iew on February 14th. On the 
16th February I receiv ed a letter 
to say I had been accepted. At 
that time I was very happy and 
pleased with myself-looking for
ward to fi nding out where I w as 
going. 

Then came the waiting .. the 
London office has the difficult 
task of trying to match volun
teers to posts. About two 
months later I heard I had a job 
in the Maldive Islands. Then the 
terror sets in, you ask yourself 
"why am I doing this?" What if I 
don't like it?" After a Jong strug
g le with myself and the invalu
able help of friends and family I 
turned that one down, and w as 
imm ediately offered a post in 
Kenya - and here I am . 

Several times th rough the 
period of waiting to fly out I 
could have changed my mind so 
easily Several times my hand 
went to the telephone to ring 
v S.O. London and tell them I 
t>ad changed my mind. 

1used10 look around my little 
nocse and think of all the things 
I would miss - electricity, run
n ng water, a bath II! 

Another overwhelming 
thought 1s what if I don't like 
1r1· Before you go you have to 
give up yo\Jr 1ob and house if 
you wern back early you'd teel 
such a fool no job, no house etc. 

The positive thoughts are 
"This will be a great challenge", 
think of what I will gain from 
this· and this could be the best 
experience of my life. 

So on August 24th, after emo
tional farewells to people, I 
boarded the plane to go to a 
country, that I knew little of, the 
start of my adventure. 

Welcome to 
Brownhills School 
At the time of writing, the new 

First Year intake are overcoming 
first day nerves and settling in to 
the routine of senior school life. 
With 136 new pupils and 6 first 
yea r Forms, this represents an 
increase of one thi rd on last 
years figures, a particularly 
pleasing development in a time 
of loca lly and nationally fa lling 
roles in this age group. The ease 
with which the pupils have 
adapted to secondary school life 
bears out the time and attention 
spent in smoothing over the 
transition from Junior school. 



Playgroup 
The ladies of Watling Street 

Playgroup in Whitehorse Road, 
hired a bouncy castle on Friday 
20th July as a treat for the 
toddlers before they broke up. 
Now they are on the look out for 
new members for next term 
which starts on Wednesday 5th 
September. 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 
9.15 am - 11.30 am is for the 21/2 

plus group and is run by the 
Social Services with Playgroup 
Supervisors. Thursdays for 
Mothers and Toddlers, 1.30pm -
3.00pm. Fridays 9.15 - 11.30 is 
for family groups of any age, as 
long as adults stay. 

If you wish to join next term 
contact Lee-Ann on Brownhills 
372588 . 

Toddlers at the Watling Street Playgroup 

Music Festival 
Shire Oak Community School 

is the venue of the 46th Annual 
Brownhills Music Festival on 
Saturday 13th October. The day 
is split into 3 sessions, starting at 
9 a.m. with youngsters of 8 or 
under competing against each 
other with speeches or poems 
e.g. and builds up during the day 
with Woodwind, Brass and 

v 
A 
N 

Piano competitions, and later to 
the Male Voice, Ladies and 
Mixed Choirs. . 

Refreshments will be availa
ble all day and the event is spon
sored by Kennings of Lichfield 
and Kenning Van Rental of Shire 
Oak. A display of Hire Vehicles 
and Rover Cars will be on show 
on the car park. 
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~ Copper Nobs ~ 
~ UNISEX SALON \ &~., 

Top Stylists in Ladies and Gents v 
hair styles 

GENTS NIGHT ONLY 
every Tuesday Evening 

5 - 7.30 p.m. 
99B Ogley Road, ~rownhills 

Tel: 0543 373205 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
TO ALL CUSTOMERS 

Due to a recent Council decision 
we are now prevented from displaying 

goods outside our shop - So remember -
We' re still open for business 

even when our pavement is clear 

THE RARE· AND NOT SO RARE
THE EXOTIC AND THE COMMON 

WHATEVER PET OR ANIMAL YOU ARE 
LOOKING FOR GIVE US A CALL 

Golden Pheasants 
and Silkies now ready 
1 pair Mandarin Ducks 
Pennants, Bourkes, 
African Finches 
and most other Birds 
now in stock 
Carolina Corn Snakes, 
Burmese Pythons 

Indonesian Giant Tree Frogs 
Oriental Fire Bellied Toad 
Paddle Tail Newts 
Terrapins, and other species 
of Reptiles available 
Baby Rats, Hamsters, 
Mice, Gerbils, 
Chinchillas, Chipmonks. 
Dwarf Lop Rabbits and 
Netherland Dwarf Rabbits 

DOMESTICATED PETS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 
Mealworms, Locust, Crickets, White Bait 

Pinkies etc. Always in stock 

Frozen Meet, Pet Goods, Hutches, Cages and Tanks 
Helpful and friendly advice 

ANIMAL CRACKERS 
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Sugarcraft Guild · Brownhills Branch 
This was our first exhibition 

and our biggest venture to date, 
following dedication and hard 
work the exhibition took place 
on Saturday July 14th 1990, 
other local branches were 
invited to display their talents -
Staffordshire, Wednesfield, 
Cannock chase and Edgbaston. 

The majority of our members 
are relatively new to the Sugar
craft Guild and didn't feel qua·l
ified enough to display exhibits 
so the Committee grouped 
together and with a small 
number of other members they 
managed to produce a table we 
were all proud of. 

The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Walsall, Councillor and Mrs. 
Barton arrived at 11.00 am to 
officially open the exhibition. 
They were shown around die 
tables by the Secretary-Jan Wil
cox, Chairman - Connie Avis and 
the Treasurer -June Wilcox. Fol
lowing a most complimentary 

speach by the Mayor, the 
Mayoress was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers by Daniella 
Caron grand-daughter of Joyce 

Caron - Committee Member. 
The day went very well 

indeed, we were delighted with 
the interest expressed by v is
itors and newcomers to the 
Guild, and hope that we have 
generated enthusiasm in others. 
Thanks must be extended to 
Philip Wilcox, father-in-law o1 
the Secretary and husband of 
the Branch Treasurer, who 
made and donated a lovely 
hamper, which was presently fil 
led and raffled. Another prize in 
the raffle was a fruit cake baked 
by branch member Maureen 
Chambers, kindly donated, and 
covered and decorated by Jan 
Wilcox - Secretary. 

Thanks should be ex~ended to 
Gena Portsmouth - mother of 
the Secretary for staying all day 
to provide refreshments for vis-

itors and Guild members alike, 
(although she is not a member 
of the Branch, she takes time to 
come along every month to 
organise the refreshments so as 
to relieve the pressure from the 
Committee). Also to kind friends 
who came along and helped, the 
Committee thank them one and 
all. 

After a long, day our first 
exhibition came to a close, we 
managed to increase our funds 
considerably and hopefully we 
have stimulated a wider interest 
in sugarcraft generally in our 
area. We are now planning our 
exhibition for next year which 
we hope w ill be an even greater 
success as we are planning big
ger and better things. 

The Guild meets every first 
Wednesday in each month, 7.00 

. pm - 9.00 pm. Newcomers to the 
Guild are welcomed, just come 
along one Wednesday evening 
to St. James' Church Hall, Vicar-

age Road, Brownhills. Visitors 
are charged £2.00 entrance fee 
and refreshments are available. 
To join the Gui ld would mean 
copies of the official magazine 
"Sugarcraft News~ and the 
membership card would entitle 
members to 10% d iscouant off 
sugarcraft and cake decorating 
suppl ies at most sugarcraft 
shops. 

Church 
News 

A Flea Market in aid of Church 
funds will be held at St. James 
Church Hall, Vicarage Road, 
Brownhills on October 13th 1990 
from 1.00 p.m. unti l 4.00 p.m. 
Anyone who wishes to rent a 
table (£3.00 per table) please 
contact Brownhills 37741 5. Light 
refreshments will be available. 
Baptisms 
5thAugust 
Greg Mitchell Hickman son of 
Leslie Leonard and Beryl 
Hickman. 
Weddings 
4th August 
Anthony Peter Bryan and 
Angela Kay Bryan 
Barry Michael Hosier and Lara 
Selina Deakin 
Gr-aham Terence Hughes and 
Lynn Challenor 
18th August 
David Edward Maskell and Lor
ra·ne Holmes 
Gary John Dix and Karen Powell 
23n1August 
Alan Alidrew Scott and 
Samantha Groves 
Funerals 
9thAugust 
Emma Harrison (aged 86) late of 
20, Priory Road, Hednesford. 
17th August 
Robert Anthony Carpenter 
(aged 23) late of 26, Fourth 
Avenue. 
23rd August 
Della Margaret Roe (aged 60) 
late of 15, Glenmore Avenue, 
Chasetown. 

Jan and June Wilcox behind the Brownhills Exhibition Table 

All information taken from 
Parish m agazine. 

INSURANCE QUOTE WELCOME 

NO NEED TO WORRY 
- -- - ------ - --·----- --

A UTOC RAFT 
- will soon put that right 

For all accident repairs why not call 
in the experts - we'll have the job done 

in next to no time 
Autocraft, Accident Repair Specialists 

115 & 117WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD. TEL: 0543375992. 



1 REVELATION' AT 
BELL CARPETS 

Theresa revolution taking place at Bell Carpets in the 
shape of their new range of the Revelation Collection. 
It s the only shop in Brown hills where you can buy this 
amazing carpet that is guaranteed 100% stain proof 
and comes with a 10 year Wear Guarantee and 5 year 
Trade Guarantee. 

If you are a bit sceptical, well theres an easy solution. 
Call and ask for a demo. I did, and watched gob 
smacked as Rob poured Beetroot Juice over a sample 
and, with a spray of 1/2 bleach (yes bleach) and 1/2 
water, simply wiped the mark off without a trace. 

Marking Pen Ink, Tea, Coffee, Sauce, or Shoe Polish, 
made no difference, it removed them all, and with 
those other warranty's, really is a revolution. 

Apparently it's made with the dye inside the fibrous 
layers, not on the outside, so spillages can not touch 
them and neither can the cleaning agents. Just the 
stains go. 

There are 6 Ranges to choose from and they start at 
£13.49/sq.yd. and must surely be worth every penny, 
as the carpet of the future. 

CREDIT FACILITIES 
NOW AVAILABLE 
THE EASY WAY TO BUY 

YOUR NEW CARPET 
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CARPETS YOU CANNOT STAIN. 
How long does a beautiful 

new carpet remain a 
beautiful new carpet? 

·~ " Easy: until the 
first stain. 
Which means 

'i that Revelation carpets 
:-.. remain beautiful new 

~ ~ carpets for rather longer 
than most - because you simply cannot 
stain them. 

Don't believe it? 
...... Well, call in and ask to do the Drop Test. 

" You won't believe your eyes. 

~DTH~ f 
I ~LLE~ra199'" 
CARPETS YOU CANNO'f SfAIN. 
Do the Drop Test at: 

B~J! .. ~ij~l~ 
18 SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, 

BROWN HILLS 
* See full warranty for details . 

LARGE SELECTION OF 
QUALITY RUGS 

END OF 
ROLL 

CARPETS 
NOWIN 
STOCK 

TO CHOOSE FROM 
NOW IN STOCK 

VINYL 
REMNANTS 

NOWIN 
STOCK 

18 SILV ER COURT, HIGH STREET, 
B ROWNHILLS 
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Lichfield and Brownhills 
Cage Bird Society 

L&B C.B.S. will be holding 
their annual open Show on Sun
day October 14th at Burntwood 
Memorial Institute, Rugeley 
Road, Burntwood. 

There will be numerous Cups 
for Open and Members Compet
itions and over £200 in prize 
money, plus patronage support 
from national specialist clubs. 

All last years exhibitors will 

automatically receive this years 
schedule, anyone else requiring 
one, please ring 0543275110 or 
0543 425363. 

The show will be open to the 
Public on Sunday 14th October 
from 2 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. 

If there is any more informa
tion you require about our club, 
please get in touch. 
M.J.C. Hames 

Important dates on the 
School Calendar 

19th September 
4th and 5th Year Parent's Infor
mation Evening 
22nd September 
Beer and Skittles Evening 
(Home and School Association) 
6th October 
60's Disco (Home and School 
Association) 
9th October 
Year 7 (First Year) Parent' s Even
ing 
22nd October 
Poetry week begins 
25th October · 
Community Open Day 
26t.~ .:)crcber 

3rd November 
School re-opens 

8th November 
Home and School Association 
AGM/Annual Parent' s Evening 

10th November 
Black Country Night Out at the 
Sportsman (Home and School 
Association) 

12th November 
Governor's Meeting 
26th November 
Awards Day 
17th December 
Christmas Fayre 
18th December 
Concert 
19th December 
Concert 
21st December 
School Closes 

~ OPEN AT .... 

B!fil~~~Jh~2R~QV,~~VAR!J 
RANGE OF FA5HION ,GOLD 2. SILVER EARRINGS , 

tJECKLACES, & BANGLES.WE ALSO SELL 

BELT5 ,HAIR ACCE5SORIES,8ROOCHES, 

& SCARVES . 

IF YOU BRING THIS COUPON WITH YOU 

IT WILL ENTITLE YOU TQ: 

I 0 % DISCOJNT 
OFF YOUR FIRST PURCHASE. 

~AltD IJH ' fl JOnt SI Pt 1f91'J 

Activities Week 
Pupils at Brownhills Com

munity School took part in an 
Activities Week at the end of the 
Summer Term. 

Pupils and staff joined in 
organising a variety of activities 
ranging from course fishing to 

cake decoration and from horse 
rid ng to eel ea onal visits. 

All wno took oart enjoyed 
themse es, w m much worth
while broacertlng of awareness 
of both new ea.icational and 
new e·su·e pursuits. 

For really competitive Motor 
Insurance just call on A.M.H. 

Insurance Consultants 
For help and advice on all aspects of 

Insurance Cover give us a call. We are 
your Local Independent Consultants 

A.M.H. INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
133 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 
Telephone: Brownhills 370304 
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Clayhanger Harvest Festival 
Hinstone, Tony Williams, Colin 
Hopley, John Griffith, John Mor
son, Marilyn Hulse, Sheila 
Bromwich, June Morson, Dawn 
Nevall, Jean Jackson, Penny 
Evans, Marg Taylor, Marg 
Arblaster, Marg Fullelove, Marg 

Wayne, Betty Teece, Doreen 
Green, Christine Weston, Ann 
Derry, Cinth Kerr, Kathy How
ard, Mary Cook, Jane Wright , 
Carol Nicks, Barbara Allan, 
Sheila Wilkinson, Brenda Cook, 
Beryl Welch. 

Clayhanger Methodist Church 
held their Harvest Festival Ser
vices on Sunday 2nd Sep
tember. 

The church was decorated in 
preparation on Saturday, with 
Flowers, Fruit & Vegetables, by 
the ladies of the church. 

On Sunday afternoon Brown
hills West Methodist Choir sang 
Harvest Anthems, and 
Monologues were read, under 
the leadership of Gordon Taylor. 

The Evening Service was con
ducted by the new circuit 
Superintendent Minister, Rev 

Donald Allen, who was wel
comed to Clayhanger. 

On Monday evening a Harvest 
Supper of Jacket Potatoes, 
Apple Pie and Cream was 
enjoyed by all, after which the 
sale of produce took place. 

All events were well attended, 
and the church ladies would like 
all residents of the area to know 
that everyone is always wel
come to Services and to Ladies 
Meetings of The Good Compan
ions, which meet fortnightly on 
Monday evenings. Their next 
event is the Xmas Bazaar in 
November. 

Shannel Footware 
Ladies & Mens Slippers 

£1 .99 per pair 
Kiddies Novelty Slippers now in stock 

Childi:ens Pumps starting from 
a childs size 3 to adult 5 

1959 Youth Club Re-Union 
£1 .45 per pair 

A reunion of all 1959 members 
of Brownhills Youth Club is to 
take place at the Brownhills 
Community School, Deakin 
Avenue in the Community 
Lounge, on Sunday November 
11th at7.00 p.m. 

A B.B.C. film, made in that y 
ear, and depicting a lot of foot
age of Brownhills Y.C. wi ll be 
shown at the re-union. 

Mr. Fran Hodgkinson and Mr. 
Terry Clarke are keen to hear of 
anyone who was at the Youth 
Club that year, and is interested 
in attending. 

Terry can be contacted on 

0543 452119 or Fran on 0543 
371521 . 

A list of members from that 
year are as follows. 

Arthur Wright, Les Wright, 
Morris Laken, Ray Taylor, 
Gerald Bickley, Gerald Weaver, 
Jeff Watton, Mick Whitbrook, 
Joe Gleeson, Keith Grice, Tom 
Grice, Alan Corfield, Geo Tonks, 
Geo Smith, Mack Dollaway, 
Dave Stretton, John Bachelor, 
Fred Johnson, Harry Lyons, 
Alan Glenn, Tony Wilkinson, 
Colin Green, Dennis Perry, Pat 
Wigley, Derick Brown, Alan 
Howdel, Melvin Williams, John 
Tinson, Malcolm Wadey, Brian 

Boulevard Caf e & Grill 

·~ 
~ 

~) 
I 

-
EATINORTAKEAWAY 

relax and enjoy a fresh cup of tea 
or coffee, served by our pleasant 

staff. Breakfast. Hot and cold 
sandwiches, grills served any time 

of day 

MORE THAN JUST SHOPPING ... IT'SA. 

c E 

MONEY-SAVING EXPERIENCE 

N T R E s p L c 
RAVENS COURT 
BROWNHILLS BOULEY ARD 
BROWNHILLS 

THERE'S SOMETIIlNG FOR 
THE WHOLE FAMILY SO 

WHATEVER YOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR CALL 

INTO ln.9of" FIRST! 
OPENING TIMES 

9am - 5pm Mon. Tue. 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

CLOSED WEDNESDAY 

YOU'LL FIND THE FOLLOWING 
TRADERS· AT THE CENTRE 

e BOULEVARD CAFE & GRILL 
e NEHA FASH IONS 

e SHERGILL FASHIONS 
e SWEET SAVER 
e SELECT FURNITURE 
e NITE LI FE UNDERWEAR 
e A-Z ELECTRICS 

e MEMORIES GREETING 
CARDS & STATIONERY 

e UNIFITWASH & VAC CENTRE 
.. SHANNEL SHOES 
e RODETTE PETS 
e DHILLON MENS JEANS, 

TROUSERS & SHIRTS 
e CHEAP & CHEERFUL 



8 THE BROWNHILLS GAZETIE, SEPTEMBER 1990 

New staff welcomed· 
at school 

The end of the Summer Term 
at Brownhills Community 
School saw the retirement of 
Senior Teacher Mr David Hodge. 
Mr Hodge came to Brownhills i n 
1968 to teach woodwork at the 
Brownhills Boy's Secondary 
Modern School - now the 
Activities Centre. He transferred 
to the Community School when 
it was built in 1972 as Head of 
Craft and later became Senior 
Teacher in charge of Sites and 
Buildings. Mr Hodge wi ll be mis
sed by all at the school and by 
those in the community who 

passed through his hands as a 
teacher. He plans to enjoy his 
retirment by travelling and 
furthering his hobby of restoring 
antiques. 

Two new staff joined the 
school this September. Mr John 
Weston joined the thriving Art 
Department and Mrs Hannah 
Schaefer joined the Languages 
Department ready to use the 
new satellite technology 
recently purchased for the 
Department to help prepare the 
pupils for entry into Europe in 
1993. 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

DO VISIT 
All the time she was Chief 

Coach at Burntwood Swimming 
Club, Lynn Matthews was nur
turing the idea of running her 
own business of selling sports 
and leisure wear, specialising 
mainly in swimwear and 
leotards for aerobics etc. Since 
.becoming junior coach at Wal
sall and hence h·aving more 
time, Lynn has·put her ideas into 
practice and opened up her 
LOWGO shop in Salters Road, 
Walsall Wood, 12 months ago. 
As trade increased other sports 
wear was added, but as Lynn 

confirmed. "I still want to con
centrate mainly on Ladies wear 
because we need somewhere a 
bit exclusive where we can try 
costumes on, and with some 
shops being a bit male orien
tated, us girls are sometimes a 
bit shy you know, after, all, we 
are not all built like Tina Turner." 

Displays at local swimming 
clubs mean that Lynn always 
keeps a large range of sizes and 
colours and with her other lines 
on the up, it is a case of Do Go, to 
LOWGO. Chances are that if she 
has not got it, it cannot be got. 

LOWGO 
80 SAL TEAS ROAD, 
WALSALL WOOD, 

NA. WALSALL 

0543 452145 ' 
We specialize in 

LADIES 
AEROBIC 

WEAR 
AND SWIMWEAR 

LEOTARDS 
TIGHTS 

TOPS AND NIX 
UNITARDS (CAT-SUITS) 

SWIMWEAR 

(Also suitable for Aerobics, 
Keep-fit and Aquasize) 

SPEEDO-ARENA-FINALS 
HIND-SLIX 

CYCLE SHORTS 
SHELL SUITS 

(QUALITY GARMENTS 
LOVELY COLOURS) 

This shop has a female proprietor 
so don't be shy girls. Pop in, if we 

haven't got it in stock, 
we'll get it for you. 

Northgate ATC 
11Go back to school" 
On Wednesday 5th August, 

Brownhills School and Com
munity Association played 
hosts to the Adult Training 
Centre at North gate Aldridge. 

45 students plus staff came 
along to enjoy the following 
facilities made available to them 
at the school: 

Pub and 
u 'Restaurant 

Traditional Home Cooked Food 
LUNCHTIME 

Cottage Pies, Steak and Kidney, Chicken 
and Mushroom, Lasagne, Chilli Con Carne 

or Beef Strogonoff 
Freshly Cooked Daily 

THE BIG STEAK NIGHTS 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday Night Steak Specials 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 
Roast Beef, Pork, Chicken or Duck 

Children welcome 

r.ri~ illJ,) 
\~-' Al ma's Pantry for the best in Home Cooking 
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Individuals still count 
in the Exam results jungle 
As the statistics became more 

and more complex, staff at 
Brownhills Community School 
are determined to keep 
foremost in their minds what 
each resu It means for every i ndi
vidual youngster. 

This year saw an exceptional 
set of G.C.S.E. results, by any 
standards, with many outstand
ing performances including one 
student (Hannah Yates) with 
nine grade 'A's amongst her 
other results and numerous 
others with eight or nine As and 
Bs amongst theirs. John Kear
ton, Susan Dobell, Ruth Hill, 
Julie Antill, Lyndsey Church, 
Helen Seal, Joanne Reynolds, 
Elaine Merrell, Claire Field, Paul 
Chandler, Alison Smith, Glyn 
Bagley and Andrew Smith all 
deserve a special mention. 

There were 'O' level equiva
lent pass rates of up to 100% in 
some subjects, and the overall 
position compares very favoura
bly with the national picture. 

However, this is only half to 
story - for at Brownhills School 
every youngster is entered for 
any examinations wh ich he or 
she feels will be worthwhile, 
after receiving advice from 
teachers and experts associated 
with the Community School. 

Not only the more able students 
take up ten subjects, and not 
only those who expect the high
est grades are given the oppor
tunity to showwhattheycan do. 

On "results day", Allan Jar
rett, the headteacher and his 
deputies were busy issuing 
results to students personally, 
and a team of staff were on hand 
as usual to offer further advice 
for individuals on ca reers, job 
applications and entry into 
further or higher education, in 
the light of students' achieve
ments. 

Th is year's Advanced Level 
results, at Brownhills, took stu
dents to University to take 
degrees ranging from Applied 
Biology, and Chemical 
Engineering to Sport and Lei
sure Studies. Other 'A' level stu
dents are going on to Colleges of 
Higher Education or to 
Polytechnics w hilst several are 
off to "flying starts" in t heir cho
sen careers. 

It is important not to forget 
successes, too, from earlier in 
the year in City and Guilds, B/ 
Tech, Royal Society of Arts, the 
Certificate in Pre-Vocational 
Education and other examina
tions which are not always as 

well publicised as other achieve
ments. Individuals have worked 
hard to bring themselves and 
their school the disti nctions in 
these fields for which Brownhills 
School is well-known and adults 
who have joined pupils classes 
by day, or attended evening 
classes at Brownhills have also 
been delighted with their suc
cess. 

Parents, Governors and the 
staff at Brownhills are proud of 
their you ngsters achievements 
at all levels and continue to tell 
students of all ages and abilities 
" do you r best" and "only the 
best will do". 

Easier access to 
school and community 

facilities at 
Brownhills School 

Wendy Ryan the Disabled Provi
sion Liaison Officer for Walsall 
has recently informed the 
school that money has been 
al located from this year's 
budget for the provision of a lift 
on the Brownhills School pre
mises. 

People w ho for one reason or 
another are not able to use the 
stairs wil I now have access to all 
the school's facilities, ie - the 
Community Lounge and Bar, 

sp.lr!ing facilities, changing 
rooms, the new fitness room 
(shortly to be in use) and Gf 
course the classrooms on the 
upper floor which are often used 
for adult education classes. 

The staff at the school and the 
members of ·B-CASS are 
delighted with this new com
munity provision and wish to 
thank Wendy Ryan for her 
efforts on our behalf. 

For further 

details on 

Advertising 

or Editorial 

Telephone 

(0543) 452840 

or 

0217767101 

BROWNHILLS NEWEST TRAVEL AGENCY 
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

·v 's Jntenrational. t 7ravel · 
NOW OPEN AT 

171, HIGH STREET 
BROWNHILLS 

OPEN FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
~ON -SAT 8 AM- 6.30 PM 

SUNDAY 10 AM-1 PM 
Trouble-Free Holiday Planning - Phone us or call 
in for all your Holiday needs - Home visits can be 
arranged on request - Travellers Cheques and 

Foreign currency arranged. 
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Silver Court Community Rooms 
are now open 

The official opening of Silver 
Court Community Rooms took 
place on Thursday 6th Sep
tember when the Mayor, .Cll r. 
Barton unvei led a commemora
tive plaque. Local councillors, 
neighbourhood office officials 
and staff, joined by· loca l resi
dents heard the Residents 
Association Chairperson Mrs. 
Rita Jones take the opportunity 
to make a speech, thanking 

numerous people for their sup

port, in making it possible to 

create a place were people are 

now proud to live, out of a previ~ 

ous eyesore. She praised Tur
riffs for carrying out the major 
modifications with a minimum 
of disruption to residents, and 
the Neighbourhood Office for 
their patience and encourage
ment to perservere w hen all 

looked 1os1. 

"It's been 7 long years of graft 

by a lot of people to achieve 
what has been nothing short of 

a miracle" said Mrs Jones :~and 
what has pleased me as much as 
anything, is that due to our 
Neighbourhood Watch, there 
has been no vandalism so far 
and w e intend to fight to keep it 
that way." 

The Mayor and Mayoress perform t he opening ceremony w ith 
Mrs. Rita Jones (Residents Association Chairperson), Mr. Peter 
Van Hagen (Neighbourhood Officer) and Mr. David Duffy (Ar-

chitect of the Silver Court Project) 

The M ayor Cllr. M. Barton with some young residents on the new 
Silver Court Play Park. 

Townswomens. 
Guild 

July is the month the ladies of 
the Guild hold there Birthday 
Party. The food consisting of 
sweet and savoury is donated by 
the members and the punch 
mixed by Julia Willet helps the 
evening go wit h a sw ing. Our 
guests for the evening were the 
president and Past President of 
the Inner Wheel, and the Chair
man and Vice Chairman of the 
South Staff Federation of 
Townswomens Guild. 

After the minutes and guild 
business the members had thei r 
supper which everyone 
enjoyed. Then Mrs Iris Poxon 
gave a very detailed account of 
her recent visit in June to the 
National Council Meeting at the 
N.E.C. Guilds from all over the 
United Kingdom met to discuss 
urgent motions and vote on 
them and to pass on to parlia
ment. The meeting nextyearwill 
again be atthe Royal Albert Hall. 

After her talk Mrs Poxon cut 
the Birthday Cake which was 
m ade and iced by guild Chair
man M rs Connie Avis. 

Forthcoming events include 
on September 17th a sponsored 
Knit In, at the Activity Centre. If 
anyone has any spare wool, or 
they would like to join in the Knit 
In or just come along to watch 
tickets and sponsor forms are 
available on Brownhills 372012. 
August 20th - Skittles Evening 
September 30th - Derbyshire 
Factory Tour and Lu nch 
September 9th - Granada T.V. 
October 28th - Cadburys World 
Decem ber - Pantomime and 
Shugborough Hall. 

We always welcome new 
members young or old. We 
meet the 2nd Monday of each 
month at the Lichfield Suite, The 
Memorial Hall, Lichfield Road, 
7.30 p.m. next m eeting Sep
tember 10th. 
Julia Willet 

Wildlife we didn't 
know about 

Mr. George of Friezland Lane 
was fishing on the canal tow
path by the Anchor Bridge on 
Tuesday 8th July 1tlhen he had, 
what he thought was a big ' un 
on. 

The fish didn't seem to put up 
much of a fight , but it felt like it 
weighed a ton. After landing it 
Mr. George got the shock of his 
life when he looked in his net, for 
staring back at him was a huge 
Terrapin. "It was about 8" 
across" said the amazed angler, 
"and not knowing what to do for 
the best, I put him back." 

Any of you fishermen beat 
that? 



"L 

Gold Award for 
Pauline Bennett· 

On 21st August Mrs Pauline 
Bennett of Shannon Drive 
received a Gold Award after 
Donating her 50th pint of blood. 
Pauline who started as a blood 
donor in 1952, is however, hav
ing to travel to St James Church 
Norton Canes, to give blood as 
the Unit doesn'tv isit Brownhills. 
She stressed that more blood is 

urgently needed and with this in 

mind we contacted Mr. K. 

Brookes the Deputy Donor 

Organiser in Birmingham, with a 
view to instigate a visit from the 
Donor Unittoour area on a regu
lar basis. The signs are 
encouraging and we hope to 
have more news shortly. 

Summer 
Playschemes 

"5 weeks of fun", th is was the 
verdict of over 3000 youngsters 
who attended the playschemes 
organised and funded by 
Brownhills Community Associa
tion and the local Authority. 

Two weeks at Brownhills West 
and Ogley and one week at 

Clayhanger were the venues, 
with a wide variety of facilities 
provided to keep the kids 
occupied. 

The animal man, craft ses
sions, glass engraving, games, 
outdoor sports, swimming, trips 
to Gulliver's Kingdom and Cot-

Part-Time Typist Required to train on 
Photo-Typesetter and Word Processor 

We have vacancies for 
Evening and Daytime Work 

Contact Brian Bishop 
Tel: Brownhills (0543) 452840 
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wall End Nature Reserve meant pe•s, a high percentage of which 
that no one had a chance to get are now working full-time with 
bored. Leader Val Morris this youngsters. , 
year completed ten years of We pass on our thanks and 
playschemes at Brownhills West congratulations to Val and hus
and during this time have pas- band Ken for their commitment 
sed on valuable knowledge and over the years to the kids of 
experience to many of her hel- Brownhills. 

The Royal Oak 
(MIDDLE OAK) 

Live entertainment every Saturday 
and Tuesday a Free and Easy 

·Pleasant Beer Gardens for the whole family 

Chester Road, Shire Oak, 
Brownhills 

WORN OUT SHOES? BRING THEM TO US 
THEY'LL BE BACK ON YOUR FEET IN NO TIME 
We have been repairing shoes locally for 35 years. Come to us for 
quality hand and machine stitching, long.lasting soles and heels 

and all the shoe care products you need. 
SALES - We carry a range of quality leather mens shoes in both 

modern and traditional styles 

HIGH STREET 
SHOE REPAIRS 

AND SALES 
1, SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, 

BROWNHILLS -Tel: 375527 

Rear of Garden Store 

CHESTE_R ROAD 
,__.-. ALDRIDGE 

LARGE SELECTION 
OF TROPICAL ASH 

AQUARIUMS AND CABINETS 
AND A FULL RANGE OF 

ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 

including 
KOi CARP 2• - 24• 
Friendly Advice - Service 
available 7 days a week 

bester Road Aquatics 
VISIT US OR PHONE: 

021·352 0871 
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Racing driver supported by 
local companies 

Paul Atterbury of Bridge 
Street, Clayhanger, started 
banger racing at Hednesford 
about 3 years ago, but for the 
last 12 months has changed to 
the more skilfu lly demanding, 

sport of grass track racing. Pa u I 
aged 28 and a qualified 
mechanic races a highly tuned 
2000cc Mitsibushi Colt at speeds 
reaching 60mph in 2nd gear, 
round a small lap oval circuit at 

SANDWELL EXPRESS HAULAGE 
ALDRIDGE 5$770 &. 55550 

Mr. Paul Atterbury and son 

Barton-U-Needwood. 
"It is a non contact sport" Paul 

told us "but with 20 cars in the 
race, obviously accidents hap
pen, and as any car owner 
realises, repa irs and running 

costs are extremely expensive. 
It's in this area that I' m very 
lucky to have a sponsor who 
gives me a cash budget to work 
from." 

His main sponsors are 
Sandwell Express Haulage of 
Aldridge and Paul wishes to say 
a big thank you to them, and also 
to his emoloyers Senior Heat 
Treatment Wl'€re he is a man
ager, for support he gets in other 
areas, from them. 

Our photograph shows Paul 
with his 5 year old son Ian, and 
trophies won. 

Flower Festival and 
Walsall Wood 

A Flower Festival will take 
place at St Johns Church, Wal
sall Wood from 28th September 
- 1 st October. 12 different local 
groups wi ll be displaying 
arrangements, with a Dedica
tion Service on Friday at 7.30 
p.m. 

3 choirs will be performing on 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
including the Lichfield Special 
Choir, Sunday at 6.30 p.m. and 
The Regency Singers on Mon· 
day at 7.30 p.m. 

FOR ADVERTISING 
THAT WORKS 
CHOOSE THE 
BROWN HILLS 

WHO SAYS SO? 
OUR ADVERTISERS. 

HWe have found that the Brown hills Gazette is 
the most cost effective form of Advertising we 
have ever done. Without it we would not have 
achieved the local recognition we have today. 

The Gazette gives us excellent coverage 
and we find everyone reads it." 

So Says, 

Tim Griffiths and Rob Holmes 
Partners of Bells Carpets 
Silver CourtJ Brownhills 

For professional. cost effective 
Advertising choose the 

BROWNIIILL.') GAZETIE 
This month - and e\'er} month 

183 IDGH STREET. BROWNIDLLS 
TELEPHONE: BROWNHILLS 452840/1 

THAT'S WHO! 

-



Clayhanger 
Summer 

Fete 
Sunshine and clear blue skies 

were the order of the day on 
Sunday 2nd September as 
Clayhanger Community Associ
ation staged their first Summer 
Fete on Clayhanger Park. The 
opening ceremony was per
formed by the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Walsall, Cllr Darton 
and his wife. C.C.A. Chairper
son, Mrs. Brenda McHale stres
sed her gratitude to all her 
hardworking committee for the 
tremendous support they gave 
her, with a special thank you to 
Committee member Cllr. Harry 
Parker, who gave exceptional 
backing, and also, she praised 
two non-members, young Gary 
Wright and Gareth Yeomans 
who worked from the crack of 
~awn to get things ready. 

The fate was well attended, 
and the ice cream van, hot dog 
stall, raffle, crock breaking, 
coconut shy, and numerous 
other attractions were well sup
ported. The Army cadets were 
also in attendance as was a dis
play of motor ·bikes, antique 
farming equipment, and a series 
of old petrol driven water 
pumps. 

Denise and Sylvia, 
Clayhanger Youth Club leaders 
also took part with 2 stalls. 

It is hoped to have an exten
sion to the Community Centre at 
a later date, and money from the 
Fete will go towards this fund. 

CORRECTION 

The W ater Pump DisP.lay 

In our front page report last 
month we made a printing error 
which stated that Mr. Hunt of 
Freeth Road, had been hos
pitalised. It should have read 
Mrs. Hunt. 

Major and Mayoress opening the Fete with Sonya Woodhouse 
presenting the Mayoress with a basket of flowers 

FOLLOW ME FOR ALL YOUR 
1 SPARE PARTS'! 

We Break over 100 Vehicles Weekly 
Escorts Mk 1, 2 & 3 
Cortinas Mk 3, 4, & 5 
Fiestas Mk 1 
Granada's Mk 2 
VW Jetta, Polo, Golf 

;~~~~1~1~~: 
... ., ~Y'~· ,,., .. 
Gatehouse In .. . 
Lichfield Road· ":?~} 

·.:;.-;.w .:=:.:·-

Maestro 
Metro 
Cavalier 
FWD 
Fiat, Panda 

, . . 
-USED TYRES;.... 

FITTED 
'WHILE-U-W AIT' 
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BROWNHILLS ARCHIVES. 
Mr. Sam Barber has kindly put 

us right on last month's photo of 
Brownhi lls Prims F.C. by sorting 
out the back row for us, and also 
naming some of the cricketers, 
the umpire being Jonah Deakin 
and 3rd along the back is Mr. J. 
~regory with Bill Gregory at the 

tar end. 
On the bottom row far right 

are Harold Small and Frank 
Plumb, Mr Jarvis of Pelsall cal
led to tell us that the player next 
to the umpire (with cap) was his 
father S. Jarvis who was killed 
during the war and he believes 

the photo was taken in 1935. 
Now to this months mug 

shots of a later year, about 1952 
at a rough guess, taken at 
Brownhills Secondary Modern 
Boys (now the activities centre). 
The photo has been lent to us by 
Mrs. Lynn Brooks whose hus-

band Michael is 2nd left back 
row, and if that isn't Mel Painter 
standing in front of the pillar, I' ll 
eat soup from a basket. Well 
thats a start now lets see if we 
can name the lot this month, so 
ring me on Brownhills 372491 if 
you can help. 

r-GAZEt-TE-CLASSlFIEDSl 
I FREE UNDER £50 Trade Advertisements I 

All Private 'For Sale' Advertisements for Articles costing All Trade Advertisements and Private Advertisements I 
I I b I 

t 
£50 or less will be inserted FREE OF CHARGE. for Articles over £50 will be charged as sea e e ow. J 

40p I 
80p J 

£1 .20 J 
£1.60 J 
£2.00 I 
£2.40 J 
£2.80 J 

PLEASE USE ONE BOX PER WORD BROWNHILLS -i 

!
NAME ... .............. .. ......... ....... .. .... ................... . 

ADDRESS ..... .. ...... .... ............ ... ... ..... ... .... ...... . 
Enclosed£ to cover cost of insertion. 

~ ............................... ......... ............ .... ........... ...... All advertisements are accepted subject to approval of copy. 

,.... ........... ............ ............................... ...... .. .. ...... Send to: Gazette Publications, P.O. Box 1, 183 High Street, I 
I TEL: ... 1 • • : .. .... .. ..... ....... ....... ....... . .............. ...... Brownhills, Walsall, West Midlands wsa 6HW I 

-~--...._.__~------------------~----------

Please insert the above advertisement in the next issue 



OUT OF THE WOOD 
On taking the managers job at 

Walsall Wood, Gary Haynes said 
that his first aim would be, to 
make his team difficult to beat. It 
has not taken long to achieve 
this as after 5 opening league 
games his team have only con
ceded 2 goals while winning 4 
1"'1atches and roaring to the run
ners-up spot in the league, only 
be"ng topped by Northfield who 
started w ith a 1-0 defeat of 
Wood on the opening day ofthe 
season. In the match day pro
gramme for the Stratford game 
on 8tn September a player who, 
is a 'Nood old boy from last sea-

son, commented. 
"After losing virtually an 

entire side at the end of last sea
son we were expected to field a 
side of poor players with no fight 
or ambition. Not so. The boss 
has worked miracles and the 
fight and team spirit is first 
class". 

An intention of their determi
nation to build a sound side has 
been the decision to sign central 
defender Donovan Warrican as 
a contract player, the start of a 
move to ensure good quality 
players stay at the Wood and 
Donovan is quality. 

J1 FO:iAfEizI~UR 
~ REQUIREMENTS 

with friendly service 
- call in to see 
Ray Williams· 

Family Butcher 
'2S i :~Court, Brownhills Telephone: Brownhills 360910 

sopTh5WO/: :::;s@ 
37 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

TEL:360482 

_ e:.:=s r:fllDGE MAGNETS TOWEL RACKS Spc SCRJWRIVER. 

~~O_p 50pCARo £1.00 £1.09 
SUPER GLUE 

50p 50p 
PACK 

::=!'.'Ell 
- ...: ::.CT\;BES 

50p 
EACH 

TEA, COFFEE, 
SUGAR 

CANISTERS 

COMBINATION 
CHAIN LOCK 

£1.00 £1.00 
SET OF THREE 

TOWELLING SUPER PRESS-ON 
SOCKS TOWELS 

£1.00 3pksfor £1 
PACKOF1WO 

WHrTEANDGOlD FEA-~B oWOODEN CLIP-ON 
ORNAMENTS DUSTERS SAlT & PEPPER PINK PANTHERS 

50pEACH 50n POTS £1 00 
A LARGE l"""EACH £ 1. 00 • 
RANGE IN STOCKI LONG HANDLES PAIR EACH 

A LARGE RANGE OF CARDED TOYS, IDEAL 
FOR CHRISTMAS STOCKING FlLLERS 

' Hf U.SO AT:-
4. ref' lrttt. Wolverhampton · Bloxwicb · Brierley Hill 

8'1'1on Cleveland SITeet, Wolverabmpton 

THOUSANDS MORE 
BARGAINS ARRIVING DAJL YI 
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D. J. GOODS 

In stock a good selection 
of small household requirements 

a selection of boxed Perfumes 
and Cosmetics at ve.ry low prices 

Ian Neville 
Building, Groundwork & 

Property Repairs 

AD at competitive prices 

Tel: BroWJ!hills 361159 

• 
TEL: 

(0543) 
372036 

80, SHANNON. DRIVE, WILKIN ESTA TE, BROWNHLJ.S, WEST ..._,.,.,S 

DRILLS - GRINDERS - JIGSAWS 
SANDERS - WALLPAPER STRIPPERS 

PLANERS - CEMENT MIXERS 
REPAIR AND HIRE OF ALL HAND TOOLS 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Free Motorway tuition upon passing test with 
Richard T. 

Competitive Rates, Dual Controls, Door-to-Door, 
New Escorts, Choice of Instructors 

Telephone: Brownhills 376301 

'KENTERRY BUTCHERS' 
The Name for 
Quality Meat 

Cooked Meats, Pies etc 

58HIGHST. 
BROWNHILLS 

TEL:376890 

Freezer 
Packs 
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Claridges. Radio and T.V. 
- . 88, HIGH STREET, 

BROWN HILLS 
Tel: Brownhills 373207 
or Brownhills 373073 

43, HIGH STREET, 
WALSALL WOOD 
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