
BROWN HILLS WAKEUP 
BROWNHILLS 

12p WHEN SOLD 

DISTRIBUTED TO OVER 
6,000 HOUSEHOLDS AND 
BUSINESSES MONTHLY 

IT'S 
RUN DOWN 

IT'S 
NEGLECTED 

DOES ANYONE CARE? 
What is the matter with us in Brownhills 

Don't we care about our town? 
Do we let Walsall Metropolitan Borough 

Council treat us as the poor relations? 
Do we elect councillors who don't appear to 

care for our town? 
Do we tolerate an M.P. who doesn't even 

hold a surgery in our area? 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2/3 

RE-OPENING AFTER MAJOR 
REFURBISHMENT 

THE AKASH. TANDOORI 
RESTAURANT 

We are delighted once again to open our doors to lovers of 
Indian Cuisine 
Come and savour the very best in both Tandoori and Balti 
cooking. Our Restaurant is fully Licensed and open 7 days a 
week. 

OPEN MON - WED 5.30 PM - 12.30 AM 
THURS & SUN - 5.30 PM-1 AM FRI & SAT - 5.30 PM-2 AM 

AKASH TANDOORI RESTAURANT 
11, HIGH STREET, BROWNJDLLS TEL: 372266 

SPEEDY TAKEAWAY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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BROWN HILLS Wake up Brownhills (CONTINUED) 

·; 183 High Street, 
Brownhills 

Walsall WS8 6HW " 

Opening Times 
Monday-Friday 

9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 

Telephone 
Advertising 
Brown hills 
452840/1 

Editorial 
Brian Stringer 

Brownhills 372491 
1 

' or 452840/1 

Publishers 
Baker Bond 
(Printing & 

Publishing) Ltd 
P.O. Box 1 

183 High Street, 
Brownhills, Walsall, 

West Midlands 
WS86HW 

Mosey on 
down to 

the 'Memo' 
A Country & Western Evening 

will take place at Brownhills 
Memorial Hall on Saturday 27th 
October at 8.00 p.m. with the 
Bryans Country Band and John 
Wildwood and Friends. 

Refreshments will be availa
ble and Licenced Bar has been 
applied for. 

Tickets are £1.50 each and 
interested parties can ring 
Brownhills 372996 and 373725. 

GLASS CUT TO SIZE WHILE YOU WAIT 

DELIVERY SERVICE 
TRADE & RETAIL SUPPLIED 
Manufacturers Of Sealed Units 

Mirrors & Safety Glass Supplied 

Isn't it about time we formed a Brownhills 
Society or Association so that we can get 
together to fight for our town? An association 
that can put up its own candidates. An 
association that can monitor what is going on. 
An association that can meet developers and 
thrash out a deal that will encourage new 
business to the area. An association that will 
promote . Brown hills {remember the pathetic 
show of Christmas lights last year). 

As we have said before, we need new 
footpaths, a pedestrian shopping area {first 
talked about in the early 1970's). We want, 
no, NEED shops opening, not closing down, 
and sports facilities, entertainments, and 
above all councillors who live in the area and 
who care irrespective of any political party. 

And it can be done. We did it before. 
Remember when the ratepayers association 
was formed and took control of the old 
Brownhills Council? Let us get together and 
ensure Walsall M.B.C. know that we mean 
business and will tolerate second best no 
longer. 

A & W GLASS 
Competitive Prices 

Ring Now 
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Pavements in decay- Brickwork 
crumbling - Shops Closing 

Shopkeepers in Silver Court are still fighting a losing battle over 
the general state of their area. Rob Holmes of Bell Carpets has had 
to put a roll of carpet outside his shop after rotting timber from the 
flat above fell down the other day, to steer pedestrians away from 
danger. Bits of guttering broken away, are causing water to run into 
his flat, and window frames are naturally rotting. To add insult to 
injury, The Neighbourhood Office in the same block has recently 
had all new windows fitted. Rob is considering a petition to the 
council and has been promised a lot of support. 

Pat Emery of Animal Crackers is another who has suffered for the 
councils lack of activity over repairs to her flat. Pat's other concern 
is the number of accidents to pedestrians trying to walk along the 
paved area in front of her shop. Pat herself, fell recently and the 
other Saturday a lady had to be taken into a nearby shop to await 
transport home after falling into a drainhole with no cover. To 
alleviate this, Pat has put some bird houses over the holes, but was 
told that she is contravening the agreement of her lease and the 
council will "take a serious course of action." 

This is the 12th Gazette I have edited and in nearly every one, 
complaints pour in over Silver Court and the High Street 
pavements. In the latest incident, Mrs. Joan Hucker tells of the 
distress caused to her mother Mrs. Lucy Wright who fell near the 
Post Office and broke her thumb. Rightly she intends to sue. 

Can any council official, councillor or M.P. give a valid reason 
why Brownhills should suffer this neglect? 

If so tell us next month, we'll leave a page open just for you. 
We've praised the refurbishment of Silver Court Flats but why 

stop their. Look at the rear of nearby shops. Look at the disgusting 
state of the slabs and brickwork. How many more of our elderly 

Ladies Childrens Fashions 
Ex catalogue Ch ildrens 

Ladies Dresses Black Cords 
Cat Price £19.99 Cat Price £7.99 

must suffer distress and broken bones? What do you, the public 
think? Please, let us know. 

One irate caller with a twisted ankle has suggested blocking off 
the High Street so "we can walk on the road till they repair tlhe 
paths." 

The Gazette has called various departments numerous times, but 
after a series of promises and excuses it slowly dawned that we too, 
were being conned. 

We also noticed a new phrase being bandied about "Your not 
priority" They mean there's worse? What a shameful admission 

These disturbing photographs are not due to vandalism, but 
indifferent neglect. Surely it is an offence to take money for a 
service,and then not give it. 

"Priorities!! A few cracks in Middlemore Lane, Aldridge, 
immediately resulted in the road being dug and a proper repair job 
carried out. 

Priorities!! That is a sick joke on us. 

Act Now 
So let's act now, before we become a ghost town. Remember the 

JOB CLUB, the GAS SHOWROOM, and the attempt to close the 
POLICE STATION? 

Do you want a Brownhills Association formed? 
The Gazette is prepared to set the wheels in motion. We are run 

and produced by Brownhills people, we live and work here. 
Let us make sure that we never hear a council official again ask 

us over the phone "Where 's Brownhills?" 
We know and we care. 

DISCOUNT Rays Special £4.99 Rays Price £1.99 Top Quality Scoop'n'Save 
size 10 -18 5 yrs to 7 yrs Greengrocery Sugar28p lb 

Ladies Skirts Ladies full length Fresh from the Salt 6p lb JEWELLERY Special Cat Prices overall white markets etc, etc, etc, 
from £10.99 to and colours Sacks of potatoes 

£25.99 All Sizes 10 to 26 £4.99 Comprehensive The very best SUE'S CARDS ABS Jewellery are 
Kayser Tights Mary Quant Skirts range of plants Quality £2.50 proud lO offerJhe (Burgundy only) 10to 14 Christmas plants, Local delivery The best selection of IOp pair Cat Price £13.99 bulbs, flowers etc. 

Any3 cakes cheapest 
La.dies Blouses Rays Price £2.99 All at the right 

£1.25 Huge Range and best 
jewellery in town 

Sizes 12 to 24 Nicolucchi price 
Any 3 packets 

Ex Cat Price £14.99 Track Suit 
Large sliced bread biscuits SSp selection of 

Rays Price £4.99 All colours £12.99 
White3Sp Boxes broken cards and Discount prices on:-

Ladies Slima Ladies Shoes 
Brown 36p biscuits wrapping Trousers Sizes Cat Price £12.99 

1 doz Cobs 3Sp Pik 'n' M ix 25p qtr 
•Costume and Fashion 

10 - 18 Beige only Rays Price £2.99 paper for all • Gold and Silver 
Cat Price £15.99 Baby Gro Huge range of Toys, occasions • Hair accessories 
Rays Price £5.99 £1.99 each Christmas presents etc. 

Sweatshirts or 2 for £3.SO 
to suit all ages coming in Hallo we' en Novelties and 

size 12 - 18 Fur l i.ned Anoraks Christmas Cards 
Cat Price £12.99 18 mths to 5 yrs right up to Christmas COME AND SEE 
Rays Price £4.99 £6.99 All at unbeatable prices now in stock. 
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Living Stones I Presume 
Through Mr. Lewis Stone of 

Narrow Lane, I was introduced 
to a fascinating world of Cacti, 
that, up to that time, I had dis
missed as just a dull bunch of 
green prickly things. One of our 
photographs shows the recent 
display of succu lents and cacti 
(there's no such word as cactus) 
that Lewis entered in this year's 
Shrewsbury show, and 
although he was not among the 
prizes he did win the Copples
tone Bowl for his Bowl Garden 
entry, so retaining itfor the Mid
lands for the 3rd successive 
year, as a Walsall man had won 
it for the last two. 

Mr. Stone, who originates 
from London kept a few cacti in 
his previous home, but on mov
ing to Brownhills in 1961 his col
lection suddenly started to 
grow, until he now has around 
1700 plants covering 80 different 
varieties. 

What makes this hobby so 
unusual is the fact that, unlike 
most living things, cacti seem to 
thrive on neglect, and this hot 
summer the temperature in 
Lewis's greenhouse has hit 125° 
F with no ill effect on his plants, 
who hardly need any water, as 
they extract all they need from 
the moisture in the air. Further 
proof of their self sufficiency 
was evident when he pointed 
out 3 monsters scattered around 
the greenhouse and said. 
"Those three were the same 
plant to start with , but it got too 
tall so I sawed it into 3 and just 
stuck them in a pot and away 
they go." 

His greenhouse was littered 
with cacti that he had broke off 
others, and threw away up a 
corner, but having landed on 
sand had rooted and thrived. 

I asked how the more vis
ciously spiked varieties were 
handled when being re-potted, 
and was told that newspaper or 
a thick rag was wrapped around 
first. and with the larger ones 

Traditional Home Cooked Food 
LUNCHTIME 

Cottage Pies, Steak and Kidney, Chicken 
and Mushroom, Lasagne, Chilli Con Carne 

or Beef Strogonoff 
Freshly Cooked Daily 

THE BIG STEAK NIGHTS 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday Night Steak Specials 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 
Roast Beef, Pork, Chicken or Duck 

Children welcome 

-~ 'l!BJ 
Alma's Pantry for the best in Home Cooking 

sometimes they had to be hung 
from the roof and the pots 
smashed off them, but in gen
eral a bit of extra care wi ll suf
fice. 

But as usual one th ing in any 
d isplay catches the attention 
more than the rest, and for me it 
was the Living Stones, classed 
as a succulent or non spiky vari
ety to look at, they were like peb
bles on a stony beach, but on 
touching them it was obvious 
they were plants, and I was told 

t hat when these plants are taken 
from their natural desert envi
ronment, its impossible to col-

lect them at any time other than 
when they flower so good is 
their stone like appearance. 

The cost of cacti is also very lit
tle as 95% of Lew's plants he has 
propogated himself and he 
recommends John Innes Com
post No.2 to an equal part of 
g ravel to get them going, but 
quite often sand will do. 

Lewis is the Chairman of the 
Brownhills Horticultural Society 
and was displaying his cacti at 
the Brownhills show on Satur
day and Sunday 22nd and 23rd 
September, but if you missed 
this years, there is always next. 

Update on 
tyre dumping 

With in 24 hours of distribution 
of the September Gazette the 
WMBC Hazardous Waste Unit, 
contacted us regarding the 
dumping of the tyres on the rail
way track bed. 

Mr. David Perry of the Unit 
investigated the site to try and 
discover the source of the tyres 
and Mr Reg Butler, also of the 
Department told us of thei r 
intention to prosecute anyone 
that they find tipping in this 
manner. 

Disposal of waste tyres has 
been a problem for years, but 
now technology has meant that 
plants are now being built t o 
recycle the rubber, mix it with 
another matter, and turn in into 
components. 

Every year, 25 million tyres 
are got rid of one way or another 
in England and Wales and the 
West Midlands total is 4-5 mill
ion with 1 car tyre being equiva
lent to 1 gallon of oil. 

The cost of tipping these tyres 
at the designated place is £25/ 
ton and the Hazardous Waste 
Unit is anxious that they should 
be used in all cases, and if any 
public spirited member of the 
community see loads of tyres 
being dumped illegally, please 
inform the HW U on Walsall 
652258, giving any description, 
vehicle Reg No. and time of inci
dent, and perhaps hopefully it 
wi ll cost them more than £25/ 
ton. 

~;!£;.:~~~;~ ~ ' 
hair styles \ /~ ~~" 

GENTS NIGHT ONLY ~··. ·:' 
No appointment necessary 

every Tuesday Evening 
S -7.30 p.m. 

99B Ogle}' Road , Brownh1lls Tel: 0543 373205 



Taekwon Do at the Sportsman 
Taekwon Do is a Korea milit

ary art of Self Defence. This mar
tial art is cu rrently being taught 
in the 180 suite of the 
SPORTSMAN in Lichfield Road. 
Classes commence every Tues
day and Thursday between 7.15 
and 8.1 5 p.m. 

Pictured breaking a block of 
concrete w ith his students look
ing on is the instructor Tony 
Davis who is very experienced, 
being the current British 
Middleweight champion and the 
Florida (America) State Champ-
ion. 

One of his students informed 
us that the style of instruction 

given is very realistic, especially 
in self defence situations, and to 
appreciate Tony's expertise, one 
only had to look round at other 
clubs to note what a brilliant 
instructor he is, and why he is a 
reigning champion in Britain 
and America. 

Old or young, Male or Female, 
beginners or not, all are made 
welcome any Tuesday or Thurs
day, and you can benefit from 
being taught realistic self 
defence situations, and not a 
series of flashy moves that sim
ply don'fwork on the streets. 

Come along. What have you 
got to lose? 
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- Have you heard? 

-

Have you heard that Oak Park 
has new facilities including a 
flood lit synthetic pitch, which 
can be booked for football, hoc
key and many other sports, 
details can be obtained from 
reception. Also a new teaching 
pool has opened up oppor
tunit ies for Parent and Toddler 
classes which are held on Fri
days 10.30-11 .00, 11 .00-11.30, 
1.30-2.00, 2.00-2.30. Publ ic 
opening times for the new pool 
are Mon-Fri 12.00-1.30, 5.30-· 
8.30, Sat 9.00-8.30 and Sun 9.00-
5.30. For ear ly risers the centre 
now offers Early Morning Swim
ming on a Wednesday7.30 -9.00 
and for those who prefer to 
swim later in the evening, Late 
Night Swimming for Adults only 
on Wednesdays 8.00 p.m. - 9.00 
p.m. 

In addition to the new 
facilities, the centre offers many 
interesting courses for young 

people. Canoeing is on Sundays 
7.30 - 8.30 p.m., Hockey coc;i.;h
ing is on the synthetic pitch on 
Tuesdays 6.00 - 7.30 p.m. 

The centre also runs a Youth 
Night on Wednesdays from 4.30 
- 8.30 which offers a variety of 
sporting and recreational 
activities. For younger children 
Gymnastics are provided on 
Thursdays 4.15-5.15 for 5-7 
years Advanced and 5.15-6.15 
for8years +. 

A squash course for adults is 
run on Monday nights 7.00-8.20 
which caters for beginners and 
improvers. Also martial arts 
enthusiasts are catered for by 
the provision of Aikaido on a Fri
day evening from 7.30 - 9.30, 
and Beginners are welcome. 

Further details of the above 
and other activities are available 
from ca lling into the centre or 
ringing Brownhills 452849. 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

BROWNHILLS NEWEST TRAVEL AGENCY 
.. ..,--- -- c. 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

·v 's Jntemational I r"[rave/ · 
NOW OPEN AT 

171, HIGH STREET 
BROWNHILLS .,,-.· ~ -

- -- ~"-· -~ CONTACT VIV OR RACHEL NOW! 

PHONE 0543-374004 
- 2 LINES 

OPEN FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
MON - SAT 8 AM - 6.30 PM 

SUNDAY 10 AM-1 PM 
Trouble-Free Holiday Planning - Phone us or call 
in for all your Holiday needs - Home visits can be 
arranged on request - Travellers Cheques and 

Foreign currency arranged. 

{c 

PANTOMIME TICKETS FOR DICK WHITTINGTON 
Tue. 22nd January at The Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 

Adults £8.SO - Children & Senior Citizens £6.00 
Includes coach from Brownhills and Sweets for the Children 
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Autumn Fayre 
Saturday 29th September, 

saw a good response, despite 
bad weather, to the Autumn 
Fayre held at Streets Corner Day 
Centre. The event was held to 
raise money for the centre, to 
organise outings for the clients, 
and also to buy more equip
ment. 

Cllr Roger Collins opened the 

proceedings which included a 
Bouncing Castle, Cake Stand, 
Craft Stall, Tombola, White 
Elephant Stall, Nearly New and 
Jumble Stalls, Plant Stall and a 
Perfumer)' Stall, whi le refresh
ments were on sale all day, help
ing to raise a total of £325, which 
is a good boost to funds. 

The Centre caters for over 60's 

living alone or with relatives, 
and is designed to assist the 
elderly to keep contact w ith the 
community and stimulate a con
tinuing interest. 

Pictured are Mrs Brenda Lewis 
with, Cllr Collins and Mrs Gill 
Lyms, surrounded by friends 
and visitors. 

Charity Flea Market 
Saturday 13th October 

The Reverend David Gardner 
and his w ife, Karen, welcomed 
the Mayor and Mayoress of Wal
sall to the above event held in St. 
James Church Hall. David gave a 
short prayer, and then the 
Mayor declared the event open. 

A basket of carnations and 
Peruvian lilies - arranged by Mr. 
Adrian Pye - was presented by 
young representatives of St. 
Johns Ambulance Cadets, to the 
Lady Mayoress. 

The Mayor and Mayoress 
spent considerable time talking 
to Stallholders about the 

SECOND HAND 
FURNITURE AND 

ELECTRICAL GOODS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Best prices paid for House Clearances 

THE BARGAIN BOX 
80 SALTERS ROAD, WALSALL WOOD 

Tel: Brownhills 374674 

Charities. Then the St. James 
House Group provided them 
with ploughmans lunch, and we 
were all delighted they could 
spend so much time with us. 

The event was attended by 
nearly 400 people. Seventeen 
Charities were represented at 
the Flea Market. They ra ised bet
w een them approximately 
£1,000. 

Because of the co-operation 
and help of the Clergy; valuable 
assistance from Mr. & Mrs. 
Deakin also Mr. & Mrs. Baggott; 
our Housegroup, friends and 
relatives; other helpers, 
donators of cakes and the mem
bers of the Public the function 
was a great success. 

To all who supported and 
helped us .. .WELL DONE!!! 

A sincere thank you from St. 
James Church House Group. 

Methodist Church, 
Silver Street, Brownhills 

A Grand Concert is arranged 
for Saturday 17 November when 
the Shelfield Male Voice Choir 
will provide the full programme. 
The Choir made up of men from 
around the area, over 50 strong 
is at present celebrating its 21st 
Birthday year which has seen 
them on stage at Walsall Town 
Hall in April, giving concerts in 
France in June, Llandovery in 
September and being honoured 
with an invitation to join in the 
Twelfth London Welsh Festival 
of Male Choirs in the Royal 
Albert Hall in October this is 
apart from Concerts around the 
area for charitable causes, they 
come to the Methodist Church 
as part of the Men's weekend. 
The concert commences at 7 
p.m. and is to be fol lowed by a 
Buffet supper - tickets are £2.50 
which is inclusive of the supper. 

On Sunday 18 November spe
cial services wi ll be conducted 
by Mr Gilbert Rowley of Blox
wich at 10.45 a.m. and 6 p.m. 



£99 Deposit + your old car 

Cash Finance Monthly For 
Price Price Business 

Users 
Weekly 

1990G ESCORT1 .4LChoice £5999 4999 166.86 38.46 
1990 G FIESTA 1.1 Popular Plus Choice £5499 4799 157.95 36.45 
1990 G FIEST A 1.0 Popular £5199 4399 144.79 33.41 

-tr i:.l J'6v ON 2 YEARS PARTS & LABOUR WARRANTY AVAILABLE ON MOST CARS 
yvttEE suNR s~\:t\S ~ 

ALL 1996 G !E ~ C~sh Fi~ance Monthly For 
A ~ JA JA Price Price Business 
JA JA Users 

1989 G MAESTRO 1.3 Special white 
1989 G PEUGEOT 309 Look white 
1990GSAPPHIRES1.8 LX 90 1/2 Model 
1988 E ESCORT 1.4L bi ue 
1987 E METRO CITY red 
1988EESCORT1.6Ghia burgundy 
1988 F FIESTAXR2 white 
1989 F ORION Ghia ired 
1988 FVAUXHALLASTRA GTE black 
1987 D FIESTA 950 Pop. Plus blue 
1987 E ESCORT 1.6 Ghia Auto white 
1988 FVOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTi white 
1988 F AUSTIN METRO 1.3l red 
1989 F FIESTA 950 Bonus silver 
1988 F SIERRA 1.6LX Choice 
1988 F AUSTIN METRO MG red 
1989 F MONTEGO 1.6L Auto 
1988 F ROVER 216S lnj. blue 
1986 C ESCORT 1.3L bi u e 

£4999 
£5499 
£7999 
£4699 
£3499 
£6599 
£6199 
£7699 
£7999 
£3499 
£5499 
£7999 
£3999 
£3999 
£5699 
£4499 
£5699 
£5699 
£3599 

4099 
4499 
7199 
3799 
2999 
5699 
4999 
6499 
6999 
2999 
4499 
6999 
2999 
3299 
4999 
3799 
4699 
4699 
2999 

133.29 
149.95 
236.95 
156.16 
123.27 
206.90 
166.62 
216.62 
233.29 
125.77 
184.94 
233.29 
102.45 
112.70 
166.62 
129.79 
156.62 
160.54 
123.27 

Weekly 
30.70 
34.60 
54.68 
36.04 
28.45 
47.75 
38.45 
49.99 
53.84 
29.02 
42.68 
53.84 
23.64 
26.01 
38.45 
29.95 
36.14 
37.05 
28.45 

METRO 1.0 CITY CASH PRICE FINANCE MONTH/WEEK 
£2999 £99.95/£23.06 1989G BEIGE £3699 

THIS IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR USED CARS IN STOCK 
EXAMPLE: AUSTIN MAESTRO 1.3 SPECIAL. 

Finance price £4099. Deposit £99 plus your old car. Balance £3999 
Finance charges £2399. Total finance price £6398. 48 months £133.29 

or weekl for business users £30.70. Flat rate 15°4 APR 28.4% variable 

OPENING 
HOURS 

MON-FRI 9-7 
SAT 9·5 
SUN 9-4 

~ '~• TAKE THE GAMBLE OUT OF 
USED CAR BuYING 

Our Used Car Covenant brings you 
complete peace of mind with 

•n.eutmiv.21 =,ltyou cblllibrhec•ym 

•Pl ..... -......,owJ:=!:~, .. lbe finl 30doys 
•Pim" nlil• chlct Ill CU'c:an 

~ Plat lho7 oil qaelil7 lot a 111111lltlu 2 ,_,.........,. 
l.Jcenoed Cr.dil t.obn. wriUUl del8'J1 • IWJI*! ---:It' 

NORTHGATE 
ALDRIDGE 
WALSALL 

TRLS1TARE 
-T/LDESLEY----
7k~~~ 
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=:==:==:Care of the Elderly:=:==:= 
"I'm not having a parent of 

mine put away, anyway it would 
kill him, he wouldn't last five 
m inutes". 

Now the crunch. How much? 
Well, homes vary throughout 
the borough from about £150 
per week to perhaps £250 but 
most of the money is paid by 
Social Services and residents 
put the rest. 

Over the last few years I've 
heard those three phrases 
uttered many times over. As 
people get older, obviously their 
independance and mobility 
decreases, and so the onus f 
responsibility for their well 
being, shifts more onto the 
younger members of their fam
ily, and rightly so, but the care 
needed is not always possible. 
To maintain a decent standard 
of living today it is, in many 
cases, essential that a married 
couple are both earning and 
unless elderly parents live with 
them a good deal of the time is 
spent alone, and it's then that 
vulnerability creeps in. Gas fires 
a returned on and not lit, cookers 
left burning all night, nasty falls 
get more frequent, and spilt 
liquids and meals become the 
norm. 

TheGlenyon 

To look from another angle I 
called in at the Council run St. 
James home in Short Street and 
was shown around by the man
ager Mr Brian Taylor. St. James 
has 27 single rooms, 2 doubles 
and two houses adjoining, mak
ing a total of 43 places. I was 
told, and can easily believe it, 
that it was one of the best homes 
in the borough, again centrally 
heated, carpeted throughout, 
T.V. lounges and little kitchens 
scattered all over the place, 
laundrette and dining room and 
the same freedom to come and 
go as any hotel. Unlike private 
homes however, residents must 
go through the proper channels 
to be taken on. "Perhaps 
families don't realise this" said 
Mr Taylor, "but it's no problem if 
residents want to come and live 
in for a week or two, just to try us 
out, they keep their own homes 
on, and if they don't like it, 
there's nothing lost". 

So what is the alternative? A 
rest home for the elderly? But 
surely these are cruel places run 
by unscrupulous people just to 
make money ar~n't they, like the 
old workhouses? There was 
only one way to find out.so I set 
out on behalf of my readers to 
see for myself. 

I first arranged a visit to the 
GLENYON on the Chester Road 

(Shire Oak) and was shown 
around by the Care Manager 
Richard Holloway. The home 
only caters for about a dozen 
residents with rooms being 
single and a couple of doubles, 
suitable for a husband and wife 
or two sharing who are nervous 
of sleeping alone. 

Rooms have fitted carpets, 
central heating, washbasin, war
drobes, dressing table etc. and 
are also fitted with an alarm but
ton which brings immediate 
attention 24 hours a day. A doc- . 
tor or nurse is always on call in ) 
case medical attention is 
required. 

In the neatly laid out dining 
room, special diets are catered 

Colour TVs from £25 - £249 
VHS Videos from £59 - £225 

Ask about our Special TV and Video Packages 
* ALL GUARANTEED * CAN DELIVER 

FREE ESTIMATES 
for repair if brought into the Shop 

YHS VIDEO FILM HIRE FREE MEMBERSHIP 
Hire three Tapes for two nights 

ONLY £2. Large Selection 
BUY FROM A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 

ESTABLISHED 16 YEARS 

[If I~~ Electronics 
22-24 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

TELEPHONE 0543-376689 

for (non-fibre, fat free etc) and all 
meals are nourish ing and care
fully balanced. 

Residents can stay in their 
rooms if they wish or watch T.V. 
in the lounge, sit and chat, or 
have a game of cards, dominoes 
etc. and if they're capable and 
want to nip to the pub for a pint, 
then no one will stop them. 

Family or friends are free to 
visit them when they like, and 
there's a large rear garden that 
some guests like to potter 
around in. 
Staff are all trained and vetted 
"Most visitors are really sur
prised when they first come" 
said Richard "We encourage 
them to bring their own little 
nick - nacks, photos, ornaments 
etc and so turn their own rooms 
into a home, and one of the 
biggest rewards for us is when 
they come back from a trip out, 
and announce that it's good to 
be home". 

I asked Mrs Hilda Spooner 
why she chose to live here. " I 
lived with my daughter, and 
decided that it was unfair on 
them to look after me constantly 
after I broke my hip" she replied. 
•After all, they have their own 
lives to live" . How did she like it 
at THE GLENYON."l love it" she 
said "the staff are really nice 
people and it's home from 
home". 

Richard Holloway informed us 
that the West Midlands Health 
Authority are very strict on who 
runs these homes now, and 
managers must have at least 
two years experience. 

Mrs Pat Layland whose 
mother lives in OAK LODGE in 
Adams Road feels more reas
sured knowing her mother is 
safe at night, while her mother 
agrees that it was at night that 
she felt very vulnerable, and is 
enjoying having people around 
her again. 

Whats my view now? Well I 
was most impressed with what I 
saw, I certainly wouldn't push 
anybody into anywhere if they 
didn't want to go, but if they 
were willing to give it a try it 
could be a God send. First I'd 
check the place out by calling 
unexpected, then ask a lot of 
questions and want the right 
answers, there probably are 
some bad ones about, but if I 
was satisfied, I wouldn't hesi
tate. It's time this silly stigma of 
being PUT AWAY was laid to 
rest, because the people it exists 
in, I'm sure have never set foot in 
a well run home for the elderly. 
If you have any views on this 
article drop me a li ne. 

A Glenyon Bedroom 
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Transformation of 
Silver Court Flats 

Readers of the Gazette and 
ourselves, have criticised the 
WMBC and other Government 
bodies for neglecting Brown
hills, so it makes a change to 
print a success story, and give 
credit where it is due. 

At the start of the eighties, 
Silver Court flats were an eye
sore, and a disgrace to the town, 
a place in fact were no one 
wanted to live. The wind whis
tled through rotten doors and 
window frames, stairways were 
full of graffiti and drying area 
and roadways strewn with litter, 
while vandalism was rife. 

Then in 1984 the tenants 

themselves, formed a Residents 
Association, chaired by Mrs. 
Rita Jones. They sent a deputa
tion to meet anyone who would 
listen including the D.O.E. and 
finally convinced them that any 
money would be well spent. 
After years of haggling £2 mill
ion pounds was granted and 
work started in April 1989. 

Flats were re-wired, new pipes 
fitted, kitchens refurbished and 
new bathroom suites installed. 
Windows and doors were 
replaced, lofts insulated if 
appropriate and decorating was 
done to the tenants own design. 
It didn't stop there, however, as 

One of the modern play areas of Silver Court 

externally, play areas we're 
built, all with safety in mind (re
wood bark), stairways were 
cleaned up and modernised, 
with security door fitted, while 
flower gardens were laid out to 
bring an ocean of colour to the 
summer months. 

When two ground floor flats 
were converted into a Commun
ity Lounge that was the icing on 
the cake, and with the 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme 
being very active vandalism has 
been kept in check, so much so 
that children over 13 are not 
allowed on the play areas. 

Joan Billings and Sheila 
Davies told of their comments 
on seeing the original Architects 
Plans. 

TOWN, BUTLINS AND CARNI
VAL DAY were some of the kin
der phrases used, but the end 
result has been fantastic and we 
have had to bow to his superior 
knowledge". 

Lesley Harding told us "There 
has been a wonderful transfor
mation to the Estate and the 
Community Room has bought 
us all closer together, and united 
us in our determination to keep 
it this way". 

Another nice touch, came 
from a local dealer, Mr. Percy 
Claridge, who donated a T.V. for 
the new lounge, a gift gratefully 
accepted. 

Aside view 

"We thought he'd gone mad 
when we saw the colours, and 
odd walls, fences and canopies 
they intended using. In fact TOY 

A final word from Rita Jones 
"Years ago I hated telling people 
I lived at Silver Court, but now I 
am proud to, as we know since 
this scheme was completed ten
ants are clamouring to live here, 
now". 

"We've been turning our 
House into a Home'' 

You can too with a visit to 

It's those little things, chosen together that turn a 
House into a Home. A Home filled with pleasant memories 

and personal touches. 
We have a selection of delightful things that will add that 

finishing touch to any room. 
Dried Flowers, Basketware, Chipboard Tables with Cloth 

and Lace, Pot Pourri, Prints and Lacework 

When you're looking for those Personal touches 
that turn a House into a Home visit us 

HOME SWEET HOME 
12, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

PHONE 0543-372244 
OPEN: TUES. THURS. FRI. SAT. 10 AM - 4.45 PM 

CLOSED MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY 
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MORE THAN JUST SHOPPING ... IT'S A 
'MONEY-SAVING EXPERIENCE 

c E N 

Select 

T R E S P L C 
RAVENS COURT 
BROWNHILLS BOULEY ARD 
BROWNHILLS 

THERE'S SOMETHING FOR 
THE WHOLE FAMILY SO 

WHATEVER YOU'RE 
FOR CALL 

1n. 9ot" FIRST! 
OPENING TIMES 

9am • 5pm Mon. Tue. 
Thurs. Frid 

9am • 5.30pm Saturday 
CLOSED WEDNESDAV 

YOU'LL FIND THE FOLLOWING 
TRADERS AT THE CENTRE 

e KIDDIES PARADISE 

e BOULEVARD CAFE & GRILL 
e NEHA FASHIONS 

e SHERGILL FASHIONS 
e SWEET SAVER 
e SELECT FURN ITURE 
e NITE LIFE UNDERWEAR 
e A-Z ELECTRICS 

e MEMORIES GREETING 
CARDS & STATIONERY 

eUNIFIT WASH & VACCENTRE 
e SHANNEL SHOES 
e RODETTE PETS 
e DHILLON MENS JEANS, 

TROUSERS & SHIRTS 
e CHEAP & CHEERFUL 

WASHING MACHINE SPARES 
We keep in stock a wide range of spares 

for most washing machines. 
Free estimates on all repairs. 

Reconditioned machines in stock. 

IN SHOPS UNITS 17-18-26, .. ,,,, 
"!~"'t 

~ BOULEVARD, RAVENS COURT, 

New and reconditioned vacuum cleaners 
and spares in stock. 

WASH & VAC CENTRE 

BROWN HILLS 

TEL: 0543 452395 

For style in the home pay us a visit today, 
with us you can be sure of real value for 

your money. 

. ·we off er good quality at reasonable prices 

Make it a comfortable end 
to the Year. 

Order your New Suite 
NOW! for Christmas 

Units 40 & 41 In Shops Centre, 
Brownhills - Tel: Brownhills 370850 

~11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

5 H h t ,., .. ,r~ 5 
: ow muc o 1 .1~~~.~~/~4_..~ : 
- ~"'"' ·,«'}""5'~ = ! Look Good? !' ..... · . .. ,.,.: § 
: . r""""~ ·"-'····•\ . . : 

§ ~~~~~~~~:i;AN ~(];~ ~' · 1* H~ 
§ D J ·,u ."!"'~ ... ~-~ f § = • • ''\ : ~· -· = 
~ GOODS \----.? .,, ·~ . ~ 
5 We have in stock a wide selection of · : 
: Perfumes, Cosmetics and Men's After 5 
5 -Shave, many available in Christmas : 
5 Packs, all at really competitive prices. 5 
5 Treat yourself, or the man in your life 5 - -: Household and Kitchen requirements also available : - -- -: D. J. GOODS : - -5 Unit 9, lnshops Centre, Brownhills 5· 
;a111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111ii! 



VILLAGE Home Improvements 
NOW AT THE INSHOPS CENTRE 

BROWNHILLS 
To launch our new studio at In Shops, Brownhills, 
Village Home Improvements is promoting their 

exciting range of premium kitchens 

AT 1/2 PRICE! 
FOR YOUR 

FREE 
HOME DESIGN 
Call and see us 

at In Shops 
or phone 

0543371501 

f'".r.r.r...cr-.r.r..r.r.r..r..r..r~..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r.#"~J'"'..r..r..r..r.., I AFTER ALL THAT I 
~ SHOPPING... ~ 
§i ~ Relax and enJ'oy a fresh 8§ R: O' 8

8 ~ cup of tea or coffee, § 
§ served by our pleasant § 
§ · staff. Breakfast. Hot § 
§, · · and cold sandwiches, § § § § grills served any time of § 
§ day § 
~ EAT IN OR ~ 
~ I TAKEAWAY I 
I Boulevard Caf e & Grill I 
§ AT THE INSHOPS CENTRE, § 
~ RAVENS COURT, BROWNHILLS ~ 
L...coco""..r...cr...cr-~..r..r..r..r..r..r..r..r.r..r.r..r..r.r..r.r..r..r..r~.r..r..r..r..rl 

Practical, Fashionable, 
Warm & Comfortable 

""*('.;\ .. ·· . 

SHOES FROM 

SHANNEL FOOTWEAR 
KEEP YOU LIGHT ON YOUR FEET 

Babies Slippers sizes 1-4 only £3.99 
Dragon and Monkey Slippers ideal stocking fillers 
sizes: Childs 10 to 11 Adults 7 to 8 from only £3.99 
Kiddies Wellingtons assorted colours from £1.99 

LADIES:- Dance like Michael Jackson 
in L.A. Gear Trainers only £7.99 

SHANNEL FOOTWEAR 
AT THE IN SHOPS CENTRE, 

UNITS 44 & 51, BROWNHILLS 
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''Enough to make 
a man tremble" 

Of all the frightening experi
ences the mind can conjure up, 
of all the terrifying, ner\/e jangl
ing tests of endurance that can 
be imagined, one that must rank 
amongst the highest echelons of 
trauma must be .... "A day shop
ping with the wife". 

The grim determination not to 
miss a "Sale" item. The chal
lenge of the day? to get as much 
as can be carried by two without 
col lapse. Although that smal l 
obstacle could be overcome if 
the "Bargain" so warranted. Oh! 
and woe betide the poor unsus
pecting man who parks the car 
too near to the shops. 

"Can you just put these in the 
boot love? while I pop in here for 
a look around?" 

On returning to his beloved he 
is greeted by his beaming, 
triumphant, spouse clutching 
another carrier bag. 

"Look at this!" she says. "You 
don't see these this cheap any
where. I had to get it while I 
could. It' l l be much more next 
week!" 

Shoulder's drooping, heavy of 
heart, the poor soul fol lows the 
eager spending machine to yet 
another display of "Specia l 
Offers". 

Eyes sparkling with pleasure, 
fingers flicking through the rai ls 
of skirts and tops, she stops sud
denly gasping with astonish
ment at the price tag she's 
found. 

"This can't be right" she says. 
"Marlene had one of these last 
week and it was a pound more! 
I'm not missing this. I reckon I 
could get into it w ith a bit of a 
squeeze and I could always 
bring it back if it's too short. I'm 
sure they would change it for 
something else!" 

She hands it to the assistant, 
smiles sweetly and departs w ith 
her prize. 

"Shall we have a coffee love? 
I'm dying for a drink. " 

Sitting there in the !n-store 
cafeteria he gazes around and 
notices other woe-full expres
sions on other male faces. They 
in turn are looking atthe masses 
of bags and bundles surround
ing the feet and chairs of their 
happy companions. 

The suffering fel low looks at 
his watch and wonders wether 
he'll be back in time to watch the 
first race on the tele' . 

"What's the matter with you?" 
she asks. "Aren't you enjoying 
yourself? you don't like shop
ping with me do you?" 

She sighs. "Oh! ·come on then 
I won't be long.now; I've just got 
to get the grocery in!" 

: Sharing out the burden of 
bundles equally, well almost 
equally; one hand is required to 
operate the purse isn't it? She 
heads off with hubby in close 
atten.dance. 

"Hang on a bit I justwanttc go 
in here, oh! I can't take my shop
ing in I didn't get it from here." 

So, dutifully, t he ever suffer
ing ma le stands guard over the 
bags that refuse to stand on their. 
own without a painful clamping 
of legs and feet to support them. 

Trying not to look rid iculous 
whilst performing this remarka
ble act of contortion and ignor
ing the cramp invading his calf 
muscles, he looks about non
chalantly hoping desperately to 
find something to occupy his 
mind. He fa ils miserably. 

When his wife finally emerges 
with the inevitable packages he 
can stand the pain no longer. 
With a silly cry of agony he 
clutches his leg and promptly 
empties the contents of one of 
the bags all over the floor. 

"Look what you're doing" she 
says, "You'l l getthem all dirty!" 

Scooping everything up as 
quickly as possible and stuffing 
it all back in the offending con
tainer the poor foot begins to 
realise .that this is just not his 
day. He resists the temptation to 
point out to his wife that she 
doesn't need half of this lot and 
it real ly isn't rude to leave a shop 
without buying anything. He 
then prays silently that finally 
she's finished and they can go 
home. · 

"Fancy a quick look around 
the Market?" she suggests. 

"No!" he snarls through 
clenched teeth, his eyes blazing 
with rage and his knuckles white 
showing his fury. 

"Alright alright" she drones, 
"No need to be nasty. Bad tem
pered dev il " she mutters, 
"moaner!" 

Of course not all men accom
pany their wives every time they 
go shopping, but for those who 
do not there is always the 
dreaded "I've bought you some 
socks love, put the kettle on and 
give me a hand with these 
bags," to justify her day's 
efforts. 

So do you go, or don't you? 

Michael A Williams 

For further details on 
Advertising or Editorial 

Please telephone 
(0543) 452840 or 0217767101 



For clothes that are really 
DEEP CLEAN 

Electrolux 
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For the best possible 
results in all 

their washing machines 
Electrolux recommend 
only Persil Automatic 

Electrolux WT3 l RT 
Tumble Dryer 

e Reverse ac rion ru mble 
e 2 remperarure serr ings 

e 2 venr posirio ns 
e 71b ( 3. l Skg) capaciry 

43, HIGH STREET, 
WALSALL WOOD 

AND 
88, HIGH STREET, 

BROWN HILLS 

Electrolux WH828 Washing 
Machine 

e 500/850 rpm spin speed 

e 18 wash programmes 

e Superwash 
e Oerergenr recovery system 

rr ~~~~\~: }g 

For the best possible 
results in all 

their washing machines ___ ,. 
Electrolux recommend 
only Persil Automatic 

.. :-... 
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For the best possible ~~ 
results in all i 

their washing machines 
.......... ,,,~~:::~@=~I:~:: Electrolux recommend 

····.·.·.·only Persil Automatic 

Electrolux 
Naw there's a good idta! 
HOME LAUNDRY AT ITS BEST! 

Dishwashers and Spin Driers 
are also available in 

the Electrolux range. 
See them all in our Showrooms NOW 

TELEPHONE 
BROWN HILLS 

373207 
OR BROWNHILLS 

373023 
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NEW 
SHOWROOM 

AYNSLEY WINDOWS LIMITED 
-Specialist Manufacturers of-

uPVC WINDOWS, DOORS and CONSERVATORIES 

NOW 
OPEN AT 

Whatever style of house you live in, 
our Factory-made uPVC windows, 

doors and conservatories will match 
the character of your Home. 

Easily cleaned and maintenance 
free our replacement windows and 
doors wi ll make your Home more 

secure, more warm and 
comfortable and quieter too. 

Trading Estate, 
. 28 Gatehouse ·11 

Made to exacting standards, using 
only the fi nest materials 

WEARE 

Unit , . d R ad Brownh1 s. 
Lichf1el 0 

0543 _ 370752 
Telephone 

EN\NG HOURS: 
sHOWROO~ ~oN. TUE. WED 

9 AM -S p 
1 

PM SATURDAY 
10 AM- ING 

LATE NIGHT OPEN NI 
THURS & FRI TILL 7 p 

SPECIAL OPENING 
OFFERS 

Buy 5 Windows any style and 
get the sixth one FREE! 

Call into our New Showroom 
now and take advantage of 
our Special Opening Offers 

FOR A LIMITED 
PERIOD ONLY 

Plus Oo/o VAT 
ON YOUR NEW 

WINDOWS AND DOORS 

AVNSLEY WINDOWS. FOR A BRIGHTER, LIGHTER, WARMER HOME 



Golden Clayhanger couple 
A OCI) "1ange,- couple Mr. & 

f'.lrs J. '.tarno· of High St reet, 
cei.ebraterl their Golden Wed
c ·ng Anniversary on 28th Sep
tember . 

A surprise party was given for 
them at the home of Mrs. Florrie 
Brookes in Church Street, 
Clayhanger and as well as rela
tives, a !;J~Od number of frien_ds 

We had a good response from 
last months photograph of a 
Brownhills Central Boys School 
class of 1952. Alan Jones, Alan 
Shaw, Norman Taylor and Shir
ley Ratcliffe all phoned in with 
Alan Shaw spotting the most. 
Some are not accounted for, but 
we think the following names 
are as accurate as we can get. 
Back row, Peter Pope, Mick 
Brookes, George Tonks, Terry 
Howdle, Godfrey Hooker, Brian 
Dennis, Melvin Painter, ??, Alan 
Jones, Geoff Simpson, Eric 
Haley, Barry Gethin, Alan Shaw, 
Johnny Carless. Middle Row: 
John Hibbard, Brian Glenn, lvor 
Jones?, John Maynes, Alan 
Winters, Derek Skyte,?, Ronnie 
Anderson. Front Row: Malcolm 
Yates, Clive Wright, Cliff Brown, 
Ray Dixon, Mervin Daniels, 
Tommy Spedding, Maurice 
(Toshert Newman, Tony 
Thacker, Peter Walsh. 

So we are four missing, but 29 
right isn't bad is it. 

An interesting story cropped 
up whe~ ~Ian Shaw told us of 

and neighbours were invited. 
Jim aged 77 and his wife Edna, 
who suffered a stroke 33 years 
ago have lived in the village all 
their married lives and are 
known and liked by everyone. 

Jim, who retired from deliver
ing coal for the Co-op expresses 
his thanks to everyone for a 
wonderfu l party. 

the time that Tony Thacker and 
himself fell in the canal when 
they were about 4 years old. 

Gerald Anderson who was 14 
at the time, dived in and soon 
got Tony out, but Alan was 
under for about 2 minutes 
before he was dragged out 
unconscious, and revived. Later 
Gerald was presented with the 
Royal Humane Society Medal by 
Cllr. Len Sadler. So well done 
Gerald or we would only have 
had 31 on our photo. 

Now to this months photo
graph from Mrs. E. Watson of 
Burntwood showing The Chase 
Inn darts team and list some 
names as back row: Walter 
Plant, Ron Dudley, Howard 
Shingler who died in 1956, 
Dorothy Austen, Jack Matthews 
and Sid Shingler. Front row: ? 
Arthur Austin (Landlord) ? Fred 
Jackson and Bill Read. 

A late phone call from Bi ll 
Hawkins of Norton Canes has 
just identified as Julian Hunt 4th 
from left on m iddle row of last 
months picture. 

Pictured are Edna and Jim 

Gazette Anniversary 
While we are talking anniver

saries the Gazette is one year old 
this month and judging by your 
comments you seem to be 
enjoying it immensely. We hope 
to keep the standard up and 
even improve if possible, but 
remember our continuing sue-

cess depends a lot on our read
ers. At first, stories took a bit of 
finding, but I think you have 
overcome your shyness now, 
and realise what we are looking. 
for, so keep 'em coming, 
another 49 years it will be our 
Golden Gazette. 

11MY GOODNESSr1 

Feed your family all the -
goodness of fresliTean 

meat, there's nothing like it! 
COOKED MEATS AND PIES Sib 

TOP UP PACKS AND FREEZER PACKS 

... 

~/~ 
ff~~! 

ORDER EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS 
Don't wait - order-your Poult ry 

and Turkeys now- Fresh or Frozen 

Join our Christmas Club Now! 
AND SPREAD THE COST OF CHRISTMAS 

KENTERRYBUTCHERS 
THE NAME FOR 
QUALITY MEAT! 

58 HIGH STREET, 
BROWNHILLS, TEL: 376890 

SPECTRUM - YOUR LOCAL 
DISPENSING OPTICIANS 

A SENSITIVE, CARING A PPROACH TO EYE CARE 

WE HAVE EXTENDED OUR SPECIAL OFFER 
UNTIL THE END OF THE YEAR! 

SOFT CONTACT LENSES STILL ONLY £60.00 PER PAIR 

We have a variety of Fashionable Frames all at competitive prices 

SPECTRUM MedicalEyeCareCentre 

115, High Street, Brownhills. Telephone Brownhills (0543) 360281 
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Continuing 
Ken Shaw's 

letter from 'Oz' 
We came to the Hunter Valley, 

to Maitland, a city that existed 
almost from the first settlement. 
Reading back into its past, it was 
a wild colonial place, where all 
the Bullock trains met and the 
timber was sent either by boat 
(the Hunter river was then navig
able), or by road to Sydney 
which took anything up to a 
week to reach. Life in them days 
was hard and people had a very 
short lifespan, mainly because 
they still w ore English style 
clothes and had to fight an hos
tile land and climate. Maitland 
area had the biggest stands of 
Cedar trees in the world, today 
you would be pushed to find an 
odd tree, its mainly small hold
ing, horse studs and the Hunter 
Valley wines are making a name 
for themselves all over the 
world. Work was plentiful after 
the 39145 war and large fac
tories, Courtaulds, Bradmill and 
the Newcastle shipyards, plus 
8.H.P. couldn't get enough staff. 
Now its one of the most depre
ssed areas with the loss of the 
shipyards and ancillary trades, 3 
Courtaulds plants closing and 
Bradmill running at about a 
quarter of its capacity. I don 't 
think any of our family have 
regretted the change in their 
lifestyle, especially as the coun
try is more than self sufficient 
and has the largest deposits of 
m inerals of all kinds and their 
future is as secure as any, if thats 
possible in todays climate of 
holes in the ozone layer etc. 

To put things into perspective, 
anyone coming to Aussie 
should not think they are com
ing to another U.K. just because 
they speak a language thats 
similar to theirs. Many words 
out here have different mean
ings, but one blessing, although 
the country is hundreds of times 
bigger, their accent changes lit
tle all over, perhaps more of a 
drawl in the country. The 
nearest accent I believe to it back 
home is a Cockney!. So one 
should class it· as a foreign coun-

INSURANCE QUOTE WELCOME 

try and go on from there. The 
biggest difference however is 
that Aussie is an outside country 
for most of the year, where you 
are fastened in by what we were 
taught in school, a temperate cli
mate. Houses are built for out
side living, with all round bal
conies (colonial style), once they 
were mainly weatherboard, pine 
and fibro, but more are built now 
in brick. The Italian and Greek 
immigrants started much of this 
with their Mediterranean style 
homes and now many houses 
have the archways and suchlike. 
Any preconceived notions that 
Australians are slim Jason 
Donavon!Chips Rafferty types 
are soon shattered, when you 
find the average bloke is a pot 
bellied, beer swilling, bigot! 
Most Aussies don't like Poms . 
(reason most of them have U.K. 
roots), at least they are one of 
the most well balanced people 
in the world, cos they carry a 
chip on each shoulder, but at the 
moment Japs, Vietnamese and 
Kiwis are top of the hate list. Of 
course there are exceptions to 
the rule, but everywhere you go, 
you find people eating as they 
walk the streets, you name it 
they sell takeaways of it. Pizzas, 
Kentucky fried, Macburgers, 
fresh fruit salad, fish and chips, 
the list is endless. So from that, 
fat is normal and I've seen some 
of the most ginormous wom en 
out there and it 's an Aerobics 
and diet writers paradise. Any 
new diet bought out where you 
can still eat is a best seller. 

Opposing all that is the fact 
that there are more joggers and 
sportspeople of all kinds out 
here· and they tend to keep up 
their chosen sport into later life, 
mainly cos the weather allows 
you to do that. Parks are larger, 
pitches more plentiful and so 
more folk play sport. I'm still 
refereeing seniors at Soccer 
(they don't call it football out 
here, cos all the other codes, 
such as Rugby League, Union, 
A.F.L, which no doubt you have · 

seen on T.V. (where umpteen 
blokes in the briefest of tight 
shorts run about large fields 
doing all sorts of aerial acroba
tics, trying to kick an out of 
shape ball through any of four 
posts, cos two ain 't enough for 
them), call themselves Footie!), 
I s till enjoy my run round and 
after 33 years find it 's hard to 
j ust give it up, but do five aside, 
referee in the Westfie ld games 
and Special games for the dis
abled and mentally retarded and 
find m y time is still bound up in 
the game. 

Moving 
Moments 

Dear Editor, 
I am a 45 years old and have 

lived in Brownhills all m y life. 
From a small child I knew I was 
adopted, from time to time I 
used to wonder where I came 
from but it passed as I had such 
wonderful parents. Ten years 
ago after I had lost both parents 
I found my adoption papers with 
m y real mothers name and 
address on them. Through the 
years I just could not bring 
myself to try and find her as I 
thought I would be disloyal to 
my parents. Six years ago I was 
told who my father was. I met 
him and when I asked what my 
mother was like he told me to 
look in the mirror. Since this my 
father has died. So after ten 
years I decided to write to the 
address I had, but did not hold 
much hope as she lived there in 
1945. I also knew I had to be very 
tactful in what I wrote. I posted 
the letter to Llandudno and 
received a telephone call 3 days 
later. It was her sister and she 
guessed who I was. We both 
cried a little. 

M y mother was still ali ve and I 
had got three half brothers. 

I went with my husband and 
three of my children to Llan
dudno, there I met my two 

aunties first who were so kind to 
us. They then took me to my 
mothers flat, I will never forget 
the look in her eye's when she 
saw me, she held my hand so 
tight and cried a little as she told 
me the reason, and how it broke 
her heart to give me away and 
that she had looked after me for 
the first three months. That was 
all / wanted to know. 

The next week I met my 3 
brothers who were all shocked 
to find they had a s ister. They 
were all great and have lovely 
families. 

That was a few months ago 
and I have seen quite a Jot of my 
new family. I shall always be 
grateful to my real mother for 
giving me away to such wonder
ful people, who gave me so 
much love. 

I am sure the adoptive papers 
w ere never destroyed for a 
reason. 

Yours faithfully 
Margaret White. 

I'd like to thank Margaret for 
sharing these moving moments 
with us. 

Editor 

Thriving 
Terrapin 

Dear Sir, 
You may like to know that the 

terrapin which Mr. George 
caught on July 8 was still thriv
ing at the end of August. 

My wife and I saw it in the 
canal near Clayhanger Lane 
Bridge. 

Yours sincerely, 
John Slater 
(Commonside, Brownhi/ls) 

Gazette Comment 
Is it the same one? or is this 

the start of the Brownhills 
Branch of the Teenage Mutant 
Hero Terrapins. 

NO NEED TO WORRY 
. -- -~---·--- - - - ---·---- -

AUTOCRAFT 
- will soon put that right 

For all accident repairs why not call 
in the experts - we'll have the job done 

in next to no time 
Autocraft, Accident Repair Specialists 

115 & 117 WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD. TEL: 0543 375992 
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Brownhil/s, my 
Brown hills 

Brownhi lls, my Brownhills, oh how you have changed 
Your buildings all altered and streets rearranged. 
Folk now all seem strangers, their names most unknown 
Yet in days of my childhood folk were not one alone. 
From the tongue would come stories at the thought of a name 
Let's remember a few so that they worked not in vain. 
WA/NE and HUMPHRIES were not tower block so tall, 
But were Clerk and a Member of a Council for all. 
A man silent in manner, but with action to serve 
Was a gentleman called SPEAK always on Fire and Ambulance 
Reserve. 
School Masters and Miss were all folk of renown 
THOMPSON AND WRIGHT for boys, HALL and TAYLOR for gown 
MISS HORTON, MISS ALLEN, JOE STOCKLEY, CUPSA PUGH, DAN 
MARK LEW, BILL HAZARD, to name just a few. 
Feared and respected, they taught us each day, 
Many can look back with gratitude, for pointing life's way. 
There's no longer a station, with grilled ticket box to peer, 
But the name of its master will linger at the mention of Steer. 
When talking of football and the skill of its play 
DICKIE DORSET, and NUTTY NEWMAN could show them the way. 
Coal fire and ash hole were once family scene 
All kept in their glory by coal men so keen 
BOOKER, WEBSTER, SUTTON, TUCKLEY AND PLATT, ALLEN and 
CRADDOCK, and not many had bats! 
Street traders familiar all selling their wares MARK BROWN, 
MAIDL/NG and ROGERS for apples and pears. 
A familiar sight was of WA TTON's horse and cart 
Kettle and pan, enamel was his life a part. 
Pig 's bladder and chic/ins, a flitch on the wall was the product of 
STICKER RUSSELL best pig killer of all. 
To bring forth life we had nurses renown PAGET, SEEDHOUSE and 
BRADBURY, the best in the town. 
At St. James CALLIER could welcome, and yet see your life's end, 
and the REV. WIBBY the Vicar to lost souls was a friend. 
A shelter now stands at the end of the Parade, 
At Catshill a name plate FULLELOVE's name is displayed; 
A tribute to GEORGE, a man of great voice, 
DAVE was his brother, but the pen was his choice. 
Both gave their service in their own special way, 
In music and the Memo memories linger today. 
For keeping the law and the canal licence rules was BILL SAWYER, 
and HARRY THE LOCKY to deter law breaking fools. 
Service was given so regular by some, 
Deliveries of bottles, and letters names are to come. 
BYWATER, FREEMAN, STACKHOUSE and KIBBLE 
Regardless of weather did their job without quibble. 
When toilet was dry, no water to flush 
HSSION of night soil did a service not lush. 
Schools were kept warm with the men of the shovel 
To DAVID HALL and LET HARRISON stoking was no trouble. 
The pictures at Rege3nt were there every night 
With the care of JACK TURNER projection was right. 
Characters existed not important by job, 
Fun sometimes poked, but worked hard for a bob. 
The magic of MEACHAM; CHARLIE BENTON for CRADDOCK coal 
worked hard. BECKIE of BRAWNS FARM, TEDDY BUCKLEY, 
WHITEHOUSE YARD 
Then there were rent officers who created respect, 
MR. CLOSS, MR. ARNOLD, w eekly payment collect. 
A great man of steam BARLOW by name 
His steamroller glistened making roads smoother again. 
A scene I remember at the end of the day 
Was a steam lorry of LANES, JAMES & RUSHTON home they made 
their way. 
Talking of Lanes, the chemy cured whooping cough, 
The fragrance of tar, NORTH at desk was a to ff. 
A character not of Brownhills, but regal by name 
Was the OLD KING OF NORTON with antics of fame. 
SELWYN SMITH sold ice cream from pony and cart 
Sat isfying your licks YOU YOW PLUMB did his part. 
Yes name after name goes through my brain 
Of people who served, some important, some p lain, 
But all were a part of dear old Brownhills 
And saw it through wartimes, its joys and its thrills. 
It may be a spot on an AA road chart 
But to us, who remember, its of our life a part. 
I know in m y memories some I've forgot 
Please do not be sad for you have your spot, 
For each person in life needs support of another 
And in my m emories of Brownhills, we were all sister and brother. 

AERREG 
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KEY CUTTING 
WHILE YOU WAIT 
MOST TYPE OF 

KEYS CUT 

• Car keys, inc. Ford Chubb, 
Tibbe, Vauxhall Laser 

•Door Keys 

• Security and Safe Keys 

•Alarms 
1 

IF YOU WANT TO KEEP IT 
LOCK IT! 

NOW IN STOCK 

Various home security products 
to keep your home and property safe 

Window Locks, Door Locks, Door Chains, 
Door Viewers 

Insurance pattern padlocks, be safe, 
be secure, project your home now. 

Remember, we're your local merchants 
for all your ironmongery, tools and 

general hardware. 

JAVGOR SUPPLIES 
LTD 

SILVERCOURT, BROWNHILLS 
Tel: Brownhills 373089 

QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 

ITEMS 
BOUGHT 

AND 
SOLDt • 

• Full 7 day money-back 
guarantee 
on all Electrical Goods 

BARGAIN 

THE CASTLES 

Five Ways Bargain Centre 
1, NORTHGATE, WALSALL WOOD, 

TEL: BROWNHILLS 372392 
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A gamble 
that paid off 

Chuck Vardy came to Brown
hills as a baby and attended 
Ogley Infants and Juniors and 
final ly The Central Boys School. 
He won the Victor Ludorum for 
Athletics in 1951 and was cap
ta in of his house team. 

On leaving school he worked 
at Wa lsall Wood Colliery before 
joining the Navy in 1954. He 
came out in 1956 and in 1957 
married his girlfriend Dorothy 
Whitby who was born in Walsall 
Wood. 

After his spell in the Navy, 
Chuck found it hard to settle 
down again, and after a long 
heart to heart talk he and 
Dorothy decided to emigrate to 
Canada. By this t ime (1964) the 

· couple had two children Kevin 
aged 6 and Cheryle aged 4, and 
by the time the visas had come 
through, things were looking 
brighter at home, and doubts 
had crept in. It was a big deci
sion, but it had to be made. Now 
or never. They decided to gam
l;>le. So, with £300, no assisted 
passage in those days to 
Canada, and no home to go to, 2 
kids in tow, .off they went to 
Toronto. · 

They soon found a basement 
flat in an apartment block, but 

after 5 weeks, came the first 
blow. Chuck lost his job as a car
penter. 

Fortunately Dot, had got a job 
as a cleaner in the block where 
they lived, and Chuch took any 
job going, such as cleaning milk 
bottles out at a dairy. 

Their fortunes took another 
upturn when he started work for 
Molsons, Canadas largest Brew
ery, and ov er the years he has 
worked his way up to Head of 
the Engineering Dept Mainte
nance Planners. His w ife also 
moved on to teaching and is 
working with Downs Syndrome 
ch ildren. 

Now daughter Cheryl is mar
ried with 2 children and son 
Kevin has four children. 

They now ow n their ow n 
house ovrlooking a lake in a 
town called Ajax about 26 miles 
from Toronto . 

We interviewed the Vardy's at 
the home of Dorothy's sister, 
Mrs Sylvia Locke of Albion Road 
in August on their first visit back 

. for 7 years. 
Would they do it all again? 
"Yes, only sooner," Chuck 

told us. " It's still possible to 
make a go of it t here, but they 

END OF 
SEASON 
SALE NOW 

ON! 

Genuine Reductions 
on all Summer 

Sports and 
Leisure Wear 
savings up to 

1/2 Price 

SPECIALISTS IN LADIES 
AEROBIC WEAR 

See our exciting range of Leotards, Tights, Tops and Nix, Unitards 
(Cat-Suits) and Swimwear. Ideal for Aerobics, Keep-fit and Aqua 
size. Top quality Cycle Shorts and Shell Suits from Speedo, Finals, 
Hind&Slix. 

NOW IN STOCK 
TURTLE SWIM CAPS ONLY £1.50 

This shop has a female proprietor so don't be shy girls. Pop in , if we 
haven't got it in stock, we' ll get it for you. 

LOW GO IT'S FUN 
TO BEFIT 

80 Salters Road, Walsall Wood, 
Nr. Walsall. -Tel: 0543 452145 

Chuck and Dorothy Vardy received a warm welcome 

only w ant skilled people nowa- " and playth"ngs for the kids, 
days and it is an expensive place shows forward thinking". 
to live." Another thing that's struck 

How do they rate Brownhills. them this time has been the 
" Better than w hen w e came w arm and friendly welcome that 

last time, " sa id Dot "We've they have had from everyone 
noticed t hat people are taking and Chuck told us " I love Canada 
m ore care of their property now, but I still love England and if any
new doors and w indows, body back home runs it down, 
porches etc, and with Tescos they soon get an earful." 
and Gt Mills they seem to be get- Then he dropped the 
ting bits right, but we were bombshell and I swear, I never 
amazed that there w asn't a prompted him at all. 
canopy over a parking area to "The one thing I do find dis-
load your shopping into cars, gusting though, is the 
during bad weather." sidewalks, (footpaths to you). 

"Another big improvement It's a wonder pedestrians are not 
we noticed is the restaurants crippled trying to walk on that 
and pub meals that have sprung mess." 
up everywhere" noted Chuck, Chuck, and so say al l of us. 

YASHICA lf J} Super 

35mm COMPACT CAMERAS 
Yashiea J Mini Gift Set ............ £49.95 
Yashiea AF Mini Gift Set .......... £S9.95 
Yashiea J2 AF ........... ...... ....... £79.95 
New Yashica AW Mini .... .. ........ £89.95 
New Yashica T3 Super .......... t129.95 
New Yashica T3 Super Date .. £'149.96 
Yashiea Zoom Tee 80 ............ £'149.95 
NEW Yashica Zoom Tee 90 .. £179.95 
All Yashica 35mm inc Case & Sa.tanes 

I NEW! Y ASHICA T3 Super I 
Ultra r'gn Quality 35mm 
wa:ero:oo' a:rolOOJs compact 
Ca~'a tt-n NOrio famous 
•eart Zeiss Tessar" lens 
Ne- -caei now with multimode 
~ -es and red eye defeat 

£129.95 inc VAT 

,; .Jth ium Batte & Case 

35mm SLR CAMERAS 
•cs:-.ca FX3 35·70mm Zoom .. £149.95 
zsrca 108 28·80mm Zoom .. £199.95 

•asrica 230AF 37-?0mm ...... .. £279.95 
V251'ica 230AF 28-85mm ........ £339.95 
Ya.smca Databaek DA2 ... ......... £49.95 
Yashica 28mm 12.8 AF .......... .. £89.95 
Yashica 70·210mm AF ... ....... £169.95 
Yashica CS140 Flashgun .. ...... .. £19.95 
Yashica CS250 Flashgun .......... £89.95 

E.E. JONES PHO I UuHAt"H~H~ 
5-7. HIGH STREET 

BROWNHILLS. WESTMIDLANDS, WS8 6ED 
Telephone Hotline: 0543-375606 

Access Visa Credit Cards Accepted 



.. 

Brown hills 
Horticultural Society 
The above Society held its 

43rd Annual show, at The 
Activities Centre on Saturday 
and Sunday 22 and 23rd Sep
tember. What was once a 1 day 
show has been extended to 2 
days due to its popularity, for the 
last 4 years. It was a huge suc
cess again this year and has 
become established as one of 
the areas top shows, with 
awards belonging to the 'Worth 
Winning Status'. 

British legion Cup 
most points in classes 1 - 18 

Harold Brookes Cup 
most points in Dahlia Classes 

Howard Bradshaw Cup 
most points in Pot Plant Classes 

Postings Cup 
most points in 
Chrysanth Classes 
Tomlinson Rose Bowl 
Best Exhibit in classes 64- 66 

Emery Cup 
Best Exhibit in Children Classes 

Poxon Cup 
Best Exhibit in Rose Classes 

Garden News Shield 
Winner of Master 
Gardener Class 

Willow Vale Shield 
Heaviest Onion 

Brian Chambers Shield 
Best Vase of Chrysanths 

N.C.S. Silver Medal 
Best Bloom in 
Chrysanth Section 

N.D.S. Silver Medal 

Reputable judges cover the 
Fruit and Veg, Dhalia, 
Chrysanths and Flora Art 

.categories. An ever popularfea
ture is the children's miniature 
garden exhibits and it is planned 
to extend this to adults in the 
future. 

There were 341 entries from 
61 Exhibitors, 25% up on last 
year. 

list of principle prize winners 
were. 

E. Wall, Brownhills 

P. Boylan, Moseley 

J. Grindrod, Brownhills 

J. Bourton, Willenhall 

Mrs. G. Yates, Aldridge 

Jonathon Va le, Brown hills 

J. Anthony, Pelsall 

R. J. Merrick, Walsall 

J. Neville, Chase Terrace 

J. Bourton 

J. Bourton 

Best Exhibit in Dahlia section P. Boylan 
N.V.S. Silver Medal 
Best Exhibit in 
Vegetable Section E. Wall 

Top Tray- Gold Medal J. Harrison - Market Drayton 
Top Tray- Silver Medal P. Boylan 
Top Tray- Bronze Medal P. Barnett - Norton Canes 

The late Chrysanth show will be at Middleton House on 17th 
November. 

High standard of Crysanths 

Library Open Day 
As part of a national library 

promotions fortnight, Brown
hills Library is having an open 
evening on Thursday 15th 
November from 6 pm until 9 pm. 

This is your chance to see 
behind the scenes at Brownhills 
Library and see how libraries 
have changed their image. 

Richard Bond from Walsall 

Local History Centre will be on 
hand to give a slide presentation 
about old Brownhills and ans
wer queries. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
library, which is situated in 
Bricklin Street off the High 
Street, to tell us their views on 
the kind of library service they 
would.like to see. 
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Rear of Garden Store 

CH.ESTE_R ROAD 
.,,._.........._ALDRIDGE 

LARGE SELECTION 
OF TROPICAL ASH 

AQUARIUMS AND CABINETS 
AND A FULL RANGE OF 

ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 

bester Road Aquatics 
VISIT US OR PHONE: 

021 . 352 0871 

ROCK 1 N' 
ROLL 

·1m~,_ AT 

The Royal Oak 
(MIDDLE OAK) 

Mon. Nov. 5th BONFIRE 
NIGHT 

Live entertainment every Saturday 
and Tuesday a Free and Easy 

Booking now for your Christmas 
Functions 

Works and Office Parties, 
Family Meals - All Welcome 
All times and dates available 

but ensure you book early 

For a better night out 

THE ROY AL OAK 
CHESTER ROAD, SHIRE OAK, BROWNHILLS 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 
.....,. - ; I 

Open Day 
Brownhills School and Com

munity Association plan to hold 
a joint Open Day on 5th 
December 1990. 

Plans are well in hand to dis
play the excellent work underta
ken at the Deakin Avenue site by 
day and in the evenings. 

Mothers and Toddlers will be 
able to sample the leisure 
facilities in the well equipped 
Sports Centre, as well as having 
the opportunity to try the " Re
turn to Learn " courses available 
to members of the public. 

Those members of the Com
munity recently retired will be 
able to join in the daytime 

activities organised for them 
such as Indoor Bowls, Swim
ming and Keep Fit. 

For those wishing to sample 
the excellent catering facilities, 
lunch w ill be available with the 
pupils. 

The evening session will be 
given over to those parents of 
pupils in the feeder Primary 
Schools deciding on the choice 
of Secondary Education fortheir 
youngster. Tours of the various 
departments wi ll be organised 
as well as them having the 
opportunity to talk to staff about 
the education and welfare 
organisation at this thriving 
Community School. 

Nominees for 
Community Award 

Brownhills Community 
School will be holding its 
Annual Awards Day on 26th 
November 1990. This year's 
guest speaker will be Mr Dennis 
Silk, Warden of Radley College. 

Each year members of the 
public in Brownhills are hon
oured for their work in the Com
munity. Previous Award holders 
have served for many years on 

voluntary bodies or given long 
service to other organisations in 
this town. 

Nominations for this year's 
Award should be forwarded to 
the Community Office at the 
Deakin Avenue site, or ring 
452119 as soon as possible, so 
that they can be considered at 
the next Management Commit
tee meeting on 5th November. 

STAY WARM, 

IAWkCZ 
GYAMAHA 

DRY AND 
SAFE 

THIS WINTER 
We have in stock, a wide 
range of Gloves, Boots, 
Clothing and Helmets that 
will help you shrug off the 
winter weather. 
Choose from our 
selection of Leather 
Jackets and Trousers. 
Ideal for warmth and 
safety 

Brand new Mopeds - from £495 
New 125 Motorcyles - from £588 
Stockists of Motul and.Castro/ Oils, 

NGK Spark Plugs 
For Sales, Spares, Service and MOT's 

Jp MOTORCYCLE GENERATION 
23, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 
TEL: Brownhills 374530 

German 
Exchange 

19 pupils from the 
Nibelungenrealscule, Braun-
schweig, N Germany are due to 
arrive on Wednesday, 17th 
October and stay with Brown
hills families until Monday, 29th 
October. During the week they 
will take part in school-based 
activities and go out on trips, 
sometimes with their English 
partner. At the weekends they 
will be spending the time with 
their host families. 

As part of the programme 
they will visit London, Birmin
gham, Shugborough, Cannock 
Chase and the Black Country 
Museum. In school they will 
attend normal lessons, have 
special English lessons, use 
computers and have sessions 
on the English School system 
and the British police. 

This is the return leg of a suc
cessful Brownhills visit to GEr
many in May. 

KSydenham 

Former pupil 
receives double 

transplant 
A former pupil of Brownhills 

Community School, Ty Jones, 
received a heart and lung trans
plant at Queen Elizabeth Hospi
tal, Birmingham last weekend. 

Tyron was a popular pupil at 
school who coped admirably 
with his disability. He was 
always cheerful and full of fun. 

All his friends and staff at the 
school wish him a speedy and 

' fu ll recovery. 

111111111111111111111111111111 

Black Country 
Night Out 

Brownhills Home and School 
Association are organising a 
Black Country Night Out on 
Saturday, 1 Oth November at The 
Sportsman, Lichfield Road, 
Brownhi lls from 8.00 pm - 11.30 
pm. 

The original Black Country 
Night Out team will be present
ing the entertainment including 
Ray Hingley and Harry Harrison 
plus Ken Wood and Penny Farth
ing. 

Tickets cost £6 including a 
traditiona l Faggots and Peas 
supper, and are available from 
Committee members or from 
Mrs Wadham at school. 

Numbers are limited for the 
evening, which is for adults only 
so do not delay in o rdering your 
tickets I 
111111111111111111111111111111 

10K Race· 
St Giles to benefit 

Amongst the 160 plus runners 
in the recent Brownhi lls School/ 
Community Association 1 OK run 
was Leon Holyman a Year 8 (sec
ond year) pupil at Brownhills . 
School, who joined two deputy 
heads from the school in fund
raising for St Giles Hospice, 
Whittington. Deputy Head
teachers Allan Kettleday and 
David Willenbruch (who are 
both classified as "veterans") 
completed the 6.2 miles in w hat 
was (for them) respectable 
times - but it was only team cap
tain Leon who had enough 
energy left for a swim after the 
race! 

Many thanks to all their sup
porters. 

Record number 
"Return to Learn" 

Record numbers of adults 
have joined pupils in classes at 
Brownhills School, this term, to 
study for GCSE and other exams 
- or simply for pleasure. Particu
larly popular with mums prepar
ing to return to work is the 
school's new Business Studies 
cou rse, (leading to RSA qualifi
cation) whilst, as always, Art, 
English, and other "traditional " 
subjects have proved attractive. 
In order to accommodate adults 
who wish to join-in Advanced 
level or vocationa l studies, spe
cial lunch-time tutorials have 
been aranged (in addition to 
other out-of-school arrange
ments for "flexistudy" stu
dents). so that the ranks of the 
Sixth Form have been swel led 
with mature students w hose 
presence is a rea asset to the 
school. 

Please dor t hesitate to con
tact Audre' Jackson, our Adult 
Education - a son Officer, if you 
are inte·es:ec n • returning to 
learn· • •: ~ have room in 
some a:-eas a:'!<l will do our best 
to he o ~~ 

Sad loss of Pupil 
3-zy,•,.-nhills Community 

Scroo has been a sad place this 
wee collowing the trag ic death 
er 4tn Year pupi l Jason Cumber
edge. 

Jason went missing the 
ThiJrsday evening of 4th 
October and was found dead the 
following morning on waste 
land behind Clayhanger. There 
were no suspicious cir
cumstances surrounding his 
death, but police are continuing 
with their enquiries. 

Brownhills Community 
School w ill miss Jason's lively 
personality and sense of fun. 
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It's not like the telly!. Dead Poets' Society 
-·Not Likely! Do you remember the televi

sion series about the famous 
public school, Radley College, 
near Oxford? 

Groups of Teenagers from 
Brownhills School have spent a 
week at Radley each year for the 
last six years, and can vouch for 
the fact that it's not all academic 
gowns, cold-showers and rug
ger for the six hundred or so 
young men whose parents pay 
over £7000 per year for their 
sons to be educated there. 

Ten senior students (both 
male and female) from Brown
hills School are currently stay-

Well done! 
A special "Well done" is due 

to: 
Colin Whitbrook, Shirley 

Beard, Simon Mason, Doug 
Hough, Alan Dawes, Philip Lane, 
Philip Ceney, Anne Ahmed, 
Paula Poxon, Kim Mole, Lynn 
Baldry, Mavis Arrowsmith, 
Linda Ward, Lee Yates, Mark 
Wollaston, Alison Steel, and 
Marie Porter, - and of course, to 
the scores of people who have 
gained qualifications other than 
GCSE earlier in the year. 

Brown hills 
School Diary 
22nd - 26th October 
Poetry Week 
8th November 
Home and School AGM 
10th November 
Home and School Association 
Black Country Night Out 
26th November 
Awards Day 
30th November 
Staff Training Day - School 
closed 
3rd December 
Occasional holiday 
5th December 
Community Open Day 
17th December 
Christmas Fayre 
18th - 19th December 
Christmas Concerts 

ing at Radley, with Jonathan 
Baker, Head of Brownhills 
School English Department. 
They will be taking part in les
sons, drama, sports - in fact, all 
aspects of the life of the College. 
The boys will lodge inthe Radley 
students' accommodation (or 
"socials") whilst the girls will 
stay with Radley College Staff. 
This well-established exchange 
is considered an important part 
of broadening student's hori
zons by both Dennis Silk, the 
Warden of Raoley, and Allan 
Jarrett, Headr.eacher of Brown-· 
hills. 

A grq'up of students from Rad
ley will stay at the homes of 
Browrihi{ls School's students, 
next wiek, when Second Master 
Chris 1Butterworth, will accom
pan1/them. No doubt, as in pre
vious years, great fun will be had 
by all at the welcome party .... 
and our visitors will go away 
highly impressed with Brown
hills School and its students and 
vouch that we are not all like 
Grange Hill! 

From 22nd October Brown
hills School will be welcoming 
some national literary figures -
who are very much alive and in 
the forefront of contemporary 
poetry! 

Following the highly success
ful "Readers and Writers Week" 
a year or so ago, when Geoff 
Hanlon (author of episodes 
Grange Hill) and other well
known writers worked with 
youngsters and adults alike, the 
English Department at the 
school has joined with other 
interested parties to organise a 
Poetry Week. There will be 
poetry readings, competitions, a 
chance to record your work or to 
hear your favourite writers on 
tape, and to meet professional 
writers from near-home and 
from further afield. Everyone at 
the school will be involved in 
some way - and if you think you 
don't like poetry, we challenge 
you to come along! 

The programme will be pub
lished as soon as possible. 
Jonathan Baker, at Brownhills 
School - Brown hills 452886 - will 
be delighted to provide further 
details nearer the event. 

Youth Club 
Reunion 

The organisers of the reunion 
for all 1959 members of Brown
hi lls Youth Club are still waiting 
to hear from any more members 
who wish to attend. Sunday, 
11th November is the date, and 
it will be held in the Community 
Lounge at Brownhills School, 
Deakin Avenue. The BBC film 
made that year at the Club will 
be shown during the evening. 

If you w ish to join us please 
contact - Fran Hodgkinson, 
Brownhills 371521 or Terry 
Clarke - Brownhills 452119. 

For Quality 
For Selection 
For Price 
you can't beat 

0 lPHA SPORTS 8t LEISURE l TD 
STEVE BULL TRACKSUITS 
FOR BOYS - ONLY £16.99 20°/o 
PUMA TROUSERS - £9.99 OFF AL.L 

ADULTS SHELL SUITS SPEEDO 
WAS £34.99 NOW ONLY £17.99 SWIMWEAR 

HUGE REDUCTIONS ON ALL FOOTBALL BOOTS 
END OF LINE TRAINERS LESS THAN HALF PRICE! 

16-18 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 
TEL: (0543) 370054 

T *NIGHT OUT *WEDDINGS *STATIONS *AIRPORTS p 
A A 

YOU HAVE SEEN THE REST NOW CALL OUT THE BEST! R x c 
I For people or parcels E 

Lady Driver going anywhere Collection to L 

v if required and from Hospital D 
E 

A L 
N BEE JAY 

I v 
E 

s R y 
E Reliable and Efficient Service Guaranteed 
R 

Bookings Brownhills (0543) 374483 
s 
E v R 

I Direct line - Vodaphone: 0831 324526 v 
I c c 

E WE WILL COLLECT & DELIVER -ANYWHERE E 
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- SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

School Association Partner 
Schools 
Evening 

The annual Acorn Computers 
Shire Oak Half Marathon/Fun 
Run, Grade 3 approved and fully 
marshalled, takes place on Sun
day November 25th . Attractive 
medals with ribbon produced by 
the famous Birmingham Mint_ 
Entry forms avai lable from 
school. 

For more details phone 
Brownhills 452518. 

Shire Oak Community School 
is holding a Harveys Book Sale, 
reduced prices making ideal 
Christmas presents_ Held in 
Drama Studio on Monday 12th 
November. 

For more details 
Brown hills 452518. 

phone 

Please support your .Com
munity School. 

BROWNHILLS MOTOR SALVA E 
GATEHOUSE INDUSTRIAL EST ATE 

LICHFIELD ROAD 
7 TOP CASH BVYERS OF ACCIDDT 7 
0 , DAMAGED, MOT FAILURES AND D 
A SCRAP CARS · A 
y Breaking 250 cars weekly y 

Escorts Mk.1. 2 & 3, Cortinas Mk.3, 4 & 5 S Fiestas Mk.1, Granadas Mk.2. VW Jettas, S 
P Beetle, Fiat Panda, Maestro 's, Metro's p 

Ambassador, Sierra, Cavalier Mk.2. 
A Astra Mk-1, Samba, Fuego, Orion. USED TYRES A 
R " • STOCKISTS OF NEW HELLA ATTED FREE R 

HEADLAMPS • WHILE u 
E OPEN MON-SAT 9am - 6pm WAIT E 
S SUN 9am - 1 pm S 

l~llf:tUiltil®ll 
[jl Coaching Programme '&!J 

Oak Park Leisure Centre· 
Telephone: Brownhills 452849 

You'll get much more enjoyment 
from a sport if you learn 

to play correctly 
HOCKEY COACHING 

Age 9 - 16 Years - Tuesday 6 - 7.30 pm 
Cost40p 

CANOEING 
Young People - Sun. 7.30 - 8.30 p_m, 

Cost30p 

GYMNASTICS 
Thurs. 5 - 7 Years Advanced 4_45 - 5.1 5 pm 

8 Years Advanced 5.15-6.15 pm 
Cost £5.50 for 8 weeks 

ADULTS SQUASH COURSES 
Mon. 7 - 8.20 pm. Cost £9.00 for 4 weeks 

AIK/00 
Fri. 7.30 - 9.30 pm. Cost£1 .80 

EARLY MORNING SWIMMING 
Wed. 7_30 -9 am 

LATE NIGHT SWIMMING 
Wed. 8.00 - 9 pm ADULTS ONLY 

YOUTH NIGHT 
Wed. 4.30-6 pm - 11-14 Years 

6 - 7 pm Girls - 7 - 8.30 pm 15 Years + 
Cost40p 

PARENTS & ToDDLERS 
Fri_ 10.30 - 11 am -1 1 - 11-30 am 

1i30 -2 pm - 2 - 2.30 pm. Cost £1.00 

DETAILS OF OTHER ACTIVITIES 
AVAILABLE FROM RECEPTION 

Walsall 
~Nt ~COIJHCa, 

I 

Shire Oak Community School 
"Jumper Party" - Thursday 
November 22nd. Full range of 
jumpers to suit most tastes at 
the right price. Get stocked up 
for the winter, ideal Christmas 
presents. Free entrance, held in 
the hall in the North Building. 

Worth attending, from 7.30 
pm. 

Industrial 
Links 

During the first week of 
October, I escorted my 11th year 
English group to the Aldridge 
and Brownhills branches of 
Barclays Bank. 

The aim of each visit is to 
create posters and information 
w hich the bank may use for dis
play purposes. Th is season's 
advertising campaign is to 
encourage people to save. From 
the School's point of v iew the 
process is as important as the 
finished product . A written 
essay describing the v isit and 
work produced wi ll provide each 
pupil with a piece of course work 
forthe G.C.S.E. examination. 

Peter Wheatcroft, office man
ager of the Aldridge branch, 
gave us a conducted tour. Of 
special interest was an inside 
look at life behind the counter. 
This proved exciting as we had 
to be locked in and let out by a 
security guard! We did look for 
some £1,000 notes, but unfortu
nately, there w eren't any!! 

Thursday's visit to Brownhills 
branch allowed us to make a 
comparison. Unfortunately, 
wi ndow space is limited at this 
branch but Chris Brammer, Bank 
Manager, has allowed us the use 
of a six foot display board and 
table. 

We thoroughly enjoyed both 
visits and they provided us with 
insight into the everyday routine 
of banking. 

Do look out for our displays, 
w hich we hope to have finished 
by the end of the month_ 

My personal thanks to Peter 
and Chris - especially for the cof
fee ! See you soon. 
S. Evans- English Teacher 

Wednesday, 24th October 1990 

Once again this year The Shire 
Oak Community School is 
pleased to welcome onto its site, 
members of our partner schools 
for an evening of entertainment 
for parents. Last year the even
ing was a tremendous success -
so successful that demand 
required mounting the concert 
on two occasions. 

This year the concert will run 
for one night only, but we all 
look forward, with some consid
erable enthusiasm, to taking 
part in the venture. 

The partner schools w ho w i ll 
be represented have indeed put 
some considerable effort into 
preparing their pupils for their 
performance. Term is only a few 
w eeks old and we at The Shire 
Oak Community School sin
cerely appreciate the additional 
demands made upon our col
leagues in the primary sector in 
preparing their children to take 
part. 

The programme for the even
ing invo lves choir items, an 
assembly story, orchestral 
pieces, a wheel chair dance, our 
own junior band and our Brass 
Band. 

It certainly is an evening to 
look forward to and we, at 
school, enjoy such joint ven
tures. Welcoming younger 
pupils on site is always a plea
sure, and w hen such involves 
mums and dads, grandmas and 
grandads and friends generally, 
it is so very much more of a fam
ily atmosphere. 

Why not come along and 
enjoy the evening w ith us_ An 
indication of numbers ant ici
pated w ould certa inly be 
appreciated. Why not telephone 
the school on Brownhills 452518 
if you would like to come along. 
Seats will be at a premium and 
an early request is advisable. 
C.M. Bryan 
Acting Headteacher 

Ian Neville 
Building, Groundwork & .,. . . 

Property Repairs 
:~ . 

All at competitive prices ~·-" 
Tel: Brownhills 361159-

~ I 



Brownhills Community 
---Colts F.C.----

Brownhills Community Colts 
F.C. who were formally known 
as Walsall Borough Juniors are 
based at Brownhills Community 
School. They kicked off a new 
season at the beginning of 
October, the club which com
prises of ten teams ranges from 
under 9's to under 18's. 

They have had mixed fortunes 
in the first month of this present 
campaign. 

The two under 18'steams play 
in the Walsall Minor League, the 
18A team played 4gameswon 2, 
lost 1, drawn 1, with 8 goals for 
and 9 goals against. 

The 18B team played 4 games 
won 2, . lost 1, drawn 1, with 6 
goals for and 3 goals against. 

There are six teams that play 
in the Walsall Junior League. 

The 14's played 3 games won 
1, lost 1, drawn 1, with 13 goals 
for and 4 goals against. 

The 13's had some close high 
scoring games and won 3 out of 
3 with 18 goals for and 7 goals 
against. 

The 120 team have played 
some very tough opposition and 
have conceded 33 goals without 
reply, but we feel when this 

team is placed in it's respective 
division the results will change. 

The U12C have won all three 
games they have played scoring 
14 goals whilst only conceding 
two goals. 

The U11's who play on a 
Saturday morning, have played 
4 games won 1, lost 2, and 
drawn 1, scoring 9 goals and 
conceding 15 goals. 

The U11 's Sunday team have 
had a good start playing 3 
games of which they won 2, lost 
1, scoring 15 goa Is with 5 
against. 

The under 10 team who were 
only formed a week before the 
start of the season have only just 
managed to get a settled squad 
together, but have performed 
very well winning 2, and losing 2 
games with 10 goals for and 9 
goals against. 

The under 9's of which some 
players have been training with 
the football club for 2 years 
before the start of the season, 
have been outstanding being 
too strong for most of their 
opposition. They have played 4 
games Won 4 games with 33 
goals for and only 1 against. 

The club runs a 200 club draw and the results this month are: 

20.9.90 
20.9.90 
T' 9..90 
T9.9C 
~ 'C.3'.: 
..! "'CSC 

Winl"'e• 
A.Cla~ 

3urgess 
:: !..r.s'°"" 

Arr-oont 
£25 
£10 
£25 
£10 
£25 
£10 

SCHOOL OF M _OTORING 
DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Free Motorway tuition upon passing test with 
Richard T. 

Competitive Rates, Dual Controls, Door-to-Door, 
New Escorts, Choice of Instructors 

Telephone: Brownhills 376301 

WORN OUT SHOES? BRING THEM TO US 
THEY'LL BE BACK ON YOUR FEET IN NO TIME 

e ~ave been repairing shoes locallyfor35 years. Corne to us for 
--= - ..,and and machine stitching, long lasting soles and heels 

and all the shoe care products you need. 
SALES - We carry a range of quality leather mens shoes in both 

modern and traditional styles 

HIGH STREET 
SHOE REPAIRS 

AND SALES 
1, SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, 

BROWNHILLS - Tel : 375527 
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Who's would 
you serve? 

PREMIUM SAUSAGES 
MADE BY RAY WILLIAMS 

OF COURSE! 
You can't beat the taste of traditional sausages. Ours 
are made on the premises using only the finest 
ingredients. 

FOR PRIME MEAT AND A FRIENDLY 
SERVICE COME AND SEE 

Ray Williams 
YOUR FAMILY BUTCHER 

28 SILVER COURT, BROWNHILLS 
TEL: BROWNHILLS 360910 

WHO WOULD YOU TRUST 
FOR BUILDING WORK? 

TRUST US 

J. H. Whitehouse, 
BROWNHILLS LTD 
Established over 65 years 

For all your: 
Roofing, Chimneys, Plastering, Rendering, 
Extensions, Re-pointing and any Carpentry. 

All work guaranteed 

MEMBERS OF THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS 

TELEPHONE 0543 372 8 
BROWNHILLS · 1 5 

HAVE YOU HEARD? 
For really competitive Motor 
Insurance just call on A.M.H. 

Insurance Consultants 
For help and advice on all aspects of 

Insurance Cover give us a call - We are 
your Local Independent Consultants 

A.M.H. INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
133 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 
Telephone: Brownhills 370304 

• • 

. 

TEL: 
(0543) 

372036 
60, SHANNON DRIVE, WILKIN EST A TE, BROWNHILLS, WEST MIDLANDS 

DRILLS - GRINDERS - JIGSAWS 
SANDERS - WALLPAPER STRIPPERS 

PLANERS - CEMENT MIXERS 
REPAIR AND HIRE OF ALL HAND TOOLS 
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,~ t:~~~ .... .._~ .... .._~~-~ ...... ~~\ :llii~~~~~~ ~ 
~,~ ·:~ ~~ ~~ ~~ -~~ ~~ A1B ~~ ~~ ~~ ,4#~~ 7~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ (" ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 

,~ FIRST ; ~~) ·~~ --
; 

BIRTHDAY ~ 
CELEBRATIONS ·~~ 

·4:,i. If you're looking for a new Carpet 6 
·f\iJ ,, for Christmas, then why not .(i~ 
~~· -.:;~ ·~ come to our - 1 ST BIRTHDAY PARTY ,4~\t 
~:;- -?r.y<'· On December 1st Bell Carpets will have been A ~i,. 

1i1 trading for one year, but you can join in our F R E E w 
'~ early Celebrations. We are giving Big ·4!• .... 
•• 
,· ~"~· Discounts off selected ranges, so call in now •k_ 

~q and let the Birthday Boys Rob and nm show p BOTTLE OF WINE ~\ 
: you their extensive range of Carpets and w 
'lif Vi I c..a A • ~.., mys We're giving away a ·~!,~ 
"-~ ~:~· " .. ~ : .,, ; ... Carpets that are ~ - Free bottle of Wine ~~ 
Jllf fr f A • ,. co 1ee-proo ' '~,?":- jll over £100 ·~~" f rt/f' mud-proof, wine-proof, ~ ~ :t(t~ 
111f blood-proof, child-proof ~ ~·---- \ .. ! 
,. d f I OUR - -- "•' 1~:~· aD Cat-prOO. r~ I -'t 

: Whateveryoudrop,spillortread/ ' .--:, _r; : BIRTHDAY p I 
J...~ into a Revelation carpet, it won't ~· .~ I RESENT : 
._...... leave a permanent stain. · 
~.-~:~· Because these are carpets you · ·. , ~) : TO YOU 

1
1 

V cannot stain - we guarantee it. X:.: 

;_!_-t1·' andJ.~~~:~~:::'~,';,~'i~"~~~~::k~~~~·" ! ·10 % ~!~~~~~r i 
"'•u ~evelation retai!er £,)"\, 1;.Ja·f:t09'" 1 voucr ""~ a _ 

1 " 1s ready to provide K. v((U I 
1 

get ·c= v - Jl c;..., 'II I 
II ~ . the non-stain proof - COLLECTION " G S.CO~ ~-:on I 
J ~ just call in and ask CARPETS YOU CANNOT SfAIN. I V. . se e=-ed ~a -::es I' 
,. to see the 'Drop Test'. I afld u r; · ,._ - - - 1' 
1~:~· ,,,.. .......... ._.Rn.,. .. ~, •• ,.,.~ ....... ~., ... ,...,,, • .,,._ ......... ., .... _..., I CREDIT FACILITIES NO • e:: c-r:;: •990 I~ 
~"-----··~.,fJ~.,,,~.··· .......... ,,N.·f····~.· G.tJOt•.·'"'•S..·J·."~ ..... ,.,., •...• t'l•1I·· --···-·-mi-.:-:.:-=--~ w AV LE ·-. --------- ' -------.J 

18 SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET. 
BROWNHILLS 
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