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The disturbing photographs 
show the activities of a glue snif
fi ng den almost opposite Roses 
factory in Pelsall Road on the old 
railway line. Residents in the 
nearby area have complained of 
young sniffers, high on the 
fumes, running naked along the 
railway embankment screaming 
and shouting at night. One resi
dent says "It's quite frightening 
really because you never know 
what they might get up to really 
or what harm they are doing to 
themselves." 

Aldridge Police said they are 
aware of the problem and the 
night before we rang, had 
moved kids away from the site, 
but as glue sniffing is not against 
the law, there's little else they 
can do. 

The den is an old disused brick 
build ing, probably used as a 
gangers hut, when the line was 
open and the local community 
association have contacted the 
rai lway police and a suggestion 
was put forward to demolish the 
building, but so far nothing has 
been done. 

For the Gazette, Gary and 
myself visited the hut on Satur
day morning 3rd March, and my 
first feelings on seeing the pile 
of tins and used polythene bags 
lying in piles, was of pity. To 
think, that the most pleasure 
that these kids in their prime of 
life can get, is by skulking along 
to this derelict hovel and abuse 
themselves. Surely we as a soci
ety can offer them more. By all 
means demolish the site but 
every effort should be made to 
find them something else to do 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
a 
a 
0 
a 
a a 
0 
a 

DISTRIBUTED TO OVER 
6,000 HOUSEHOLDS AND 
BUSINESSES MONTHLY 

sniffer lair 

and not just drift somewhere 
else. 

Couldn't some youth counsel
lors work with the police to 
strive for some alternative to 
these lads and girls. There is a 
tremendous amount of scope in 
Brownhills for youngsters and 
the majority make full use of it, 
but some need more encourage
ment and pushing. These could 
be the ones who turn to other 
more devious things. Perhaps 
we should try harder. 

Q GLYNNE BIRD F.C.F.B. FRED RICHARDS A.C.F.9 
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Brownhills Community 
Association are leading a cam
paign for a Pelican Crossing in 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, adja
cent to the High Street. 

The Association wrote to Wal
sall MBC in November 1989 
requesting that consideration be 
given to siti ng a crossing at this 
busy junction. This request 
revealed that a survey had been 

Editors Corner 

Silent local 
Councillors 

This is the 5th issue of the 
Gazette I have edited and I am 
now building up a picture of our 
readers, articles you like to read 
about, complaints you have, and 
activities you partake in. I have 
had letters and phone calls from 
all over the place seeking advice, 
offering it or suggesting im
provements and some just pay
ing compliments. 

But there are certain factions 
that I would love to hear from, 
but all I get is silence. Are they in 
outer Mongolia or a space shut
tle to Neptune. 

Local Councillors I am talking 
about. 

Once, while ringing a council 
department on behalf of some
one I suddenly thought. "Why 
am I having to do this?" surely 
its what they were elected for. 

Why does Mrs. Bagley have to 
badger the council everytime it 
rains for 10 years? 

Why does Mrs. Jones of Hed-

nesford Road have to install her 
own pump? 

Why didn't Mrs. Higham 
report her accident to the coun
cil? 

Why has Maurice Whitehouse 
had to call in the WM Police and 
visit the council over the Silver 
Court slip road? 

Why have people tried to sue 
the council over the atrocious 
condition of the footpaths in 
High Street? 

Why has Mr. Johnstone of 
Howdles Lane been fighting for 
years for a few trees on the A5? 

Why are the Community 
Association having to fight for a 
crossing with lights in Lichfield 
Road? 

Have we any councillors? 
Are you interested? 
We are your voice to com

municate with your electorate as 
well as vice versa. Please let us 
know you are there?. Do not wait 
till May. 

carried out by the Department of 
Engineering and Town Planning 
in March of last year and it 
showed insufficient pedestrian 
and vehicle use to justify a cros
sing - the survey was conducted 
on a THURSDAY. 

The Association has written 
back to the Department of 
Engineering and Town Planni ng 

suggesting a new survey be car
ried out on a market day - TUES
DAY or SATURDAY. 

Surely there is as much t raffic 
on this road as on Pelsall Road 
and a Pelican Crossing is instal
led there although the road is 
not nearly as wide. Whatever 
our survey says, a crossing is 
needed urgently. 

Bandstand 
referendum 

Council officers met on 28th 
February to discuss the outcome 
of the Holland Park meeti ng, 
reported in last months Gazette 

~ and we contacted the Head of 
Parks and Amenities, Alan 
Groucott, who stated that no 
decision has yet been reached, 
due to the public meeting being 
so divided. The council depart
ment is in favour of demolishing 
the bandstand to open up the 
entrance area to view, as it does 
not make a very inviting first 
glimpse of the park. 

We put it to Mr. Groucott that 
the bandstand could be con
verted to changing rooms for 
the soccer players, but he 
replied that with the Clayhanger 
development incorporating 11 
football pitches and 3 cricket 
pitches there would be plenty of 
scope for teams to use that site. 

What he would like would be 
ornamental garden taking over 
the entrance area and a pavilion 
like shelter where people could 
sit and watch kiddies using the 
play area and it was hoped to 

hold more events and activities, 
as in other parks inthe borough. 

To t ry and put something 
positive to the Parks Dept, we 
have agreed with them to hold a 
referendum of our readers 
regarding this issue as follows:-

Are you in favour of re-placing 
the Bandstand. 

YesO No 0 

Please tick or X the approp
riate square and send to P.O. 
Box 1, 183 High Street, Brown
hills or drop your vote in, or if 
you prefer a quick phone call on 
Brownhills 372491. 

You may also like to add your 
suggestions on improvements 
to the park, remember if you 
keep your suggestions and 
ideas to yourself, the council 
think you are not interested and 
will have no alternative butto do 
what they think best, and it will 
be too late to disagree then. This 
is your opportunity to have your 
say. 



CLUB NEWS 

Brownhill's 
Central T.G. 

At the last Guild meeting, Mrs 
A. Crow gave an excellent talk 
and slide show on the subject of 
The Seamen's Mission, which is 
a Christian organisation minis
tering to the spiritual and wel
fare needs of seafarers. 

Mrs Crow said that due to the 
changes which have taken place 
over the last 30 years there is a 
much faster turn around of ships 
at ports around the world. This is 
because cargoes are now con
tainerised, which means that 
loading and unloading is now 
much quicker. In turn seamen do 
not spend so much t ime in port, 
and The Seamens Mission is a 
vital point of contact for collect
ing mail, obtaining toiletries, 
new items of clothing, meeting 
other people, or contacting their 
families back home. 

Nowadays ships are much 
bigger, making it more cost 
effective to carry large cargoes, 
however, due to computerisa
tion crews are smaller and often 
there is little social contact 
among crewmen, so that when 
ships put into port The Seamens 
Mission provides a pleasant 
place for relaxation. 

Mrs Crow said that over 90% 

of all imports arrive in this coun
try by ship. During recent years 
most crews are from Asia or 
developing countries who are 
often lower paid than their 
British counterparts, having no 
proper contract of employment. 
Safety standards on many 
foreign ships are inadequate 
and staff of The Seamens Mis
sion are often called upon for 
help and legal assistance. 

Mrs S. Hodgkiss gave the vote 
of thanks. 

The next Guild meeting will be 
held at The Lichfield Suite, 
Memorial Hall, Brownhills on 
Monday, 12th March at7.30 pm. 

S. M. Hodgkiss 

Cage Bird 
Society 

The recent meeting of 
Lichfield and Brownhills Cage 
Bird Society, featured a bring 
and buy sale and was most suc
cessful, along with two new 
members joining the club. 

The next meeting will be on 
Tuesday 27th March at The Firs 
Club, Rugeley Road, Chase Ter
race at 8 p.m. and will feature a 
slide show and talk on Canaries 
and hybirds by Mr. G. Dunning. 

Mr. J. G. Hames 

CARPETS & CURTAINS 
CALLIN NOW! 

LARGE NETS CLEARANCE 
HALF PRICE REMNANTS 

See our new selection 
of colour co-ordinated 

Wallpapers, Curtains and 
Matching Carpets, plus 

a full range of Nets, Blinds etc. 

FREE ESTIMATES 
AND DELIVERY 
FREE FITTING 

(ON MOST CARPETS) 
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Brown hills 
Branch of the 

British Sugarcraft 
Guild 

Members of the Brownhills 
Branch of the British Sugarcraft 
Guild meet every first Wednes
day in each month, 7.30 - 9.30 
p.m. at Brownhills Activity 
Centre, Chester Road North, 
Brown hills. 

Sugarcraft and cake decorat
ing is now growing into a popu
lar and rewarding pastime, 
hobby or business. Demonstra
tions each month are given by 
qualified and experienced dem
onstrators and we have varied 
programmes for the whole year. 
Workshops for you to 'have a go' 
and exhibitions to show off the 
Guild's talents. 

The Guild's next meeting is on 
7th March 1990 and the 
demonstrator will be George 
Hosgood from DIY Icing Centre 
in Erdington and Wolverhamp
ton who will be demonstrat ing 
marzipan modelling. 

New members and v isitors 
are always welcome. Refresh
ments provided. For details con
tact Jan Wilcox - Branch Secret
ary on (0902) 57338. 

Avenues 
Update 

Since our last edition, two 
meetings have been held con
cerning the Avenues Tenant's 
Association (formerly the 
Avenues Improvement Commit
tee). 

Their application for a grant, 
which they hope will be as large 
as Silver Courts, has been 
rejected by the Government. 

The committee are to con
t inue with further applications, 
still hoping to eventually suc
ceed in getting a grant. It took 
five years for the council to gain 
a grant for Silver Court, so they 
still have hope. 

The next meeting is to be a 
public meeting held on 29th 
March. 

Snippet 
Overheard in the queue in the 

Midland Bank in Brownhills on 
Friday January 19th. 

"I phoned you last night but 
you weren't in" 

"No, I'd gone to my mothers, I 
thought you'd have known" 

" How would I know, I'm not 
telepathetic, am I?" 

B1ownhlll1 
Gla11 Co. ltd. 

WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD 
WALSALL 

YOUR LOCAL GLASS SPECIALISTS 

MIRRORS 
TABLETOPS 
ROOFLIGHTS 

SAFETY GLASS 

· FREE 
·DELIVERY OF 
· GLASS CUT 

·TO SIZE 

VISIT OUR MIRROR SHOWROOM 

Tel: 0543 371768 
0543 378986 

Fax: 0543 372134 

'· 



4 THE BROWNHILLS GAZETTE, MARCH 1990 

The Barren 
wastes of 

the AS 
· DearSir, 

:. ' 

Through your column may I 
make an appeal for a tree plant
ing programme to be initiated 
on the A5 round the Howdles 
Lane shopping area. I have been 
trying to get some trees planted 
in and around that area since 
1987, when I got in touch with 
Cl/r. Geoff Edge. Over the next 
few months I was redirected to 
different departments finally a 
Mr. Burns informed me that the 
land was the responsibili ty of 
the Housing Department and at 
that stage I gave up. 

As there seems to be a lot of 
tree planting in the borough, I 
would have thought a few trees 
and shrubs in this area would 
surely enhance the appearance 
a great deal and would not be 
asking too much. 

The Barren Wastes of the AS 
(Photos sent by Mr. Johnstone) 

And whilst on the · subject of 
Howdles Lane, I am disgusted at 
the litter in the shopping area 
and round the' garage'S: I have 
complained on numerous occa
sions but with little effect. Do the 
teachers at the Comprehensive 
try to educate their charges on 
waste dumping indiscriminately 
once outside school? 

Mr. A. Johnstone 

Pub and 
'' 'Restaurant 

Traditional Home Cooked Food 
LUNCHTIME 

Cottage Pies, Steak and Kidney, Chicken 
and Mushroom, Lasagne, Chilli Con Carne 

or Beef Strogonoff 

.... 
Clayhanger 

Floods 
Dear Sir, 

The interesting articles on 
canals and floods, prompts me 
to offer a few reflections with 
sketch. 

When James Brindley got to 
Clayhanger, he spotted a handy 
place to discharge the surplus 
canal water, by channelling it 
into Fordbrook, via two weirs 
and two sluices. This idea had 
apparently worked well until 
1925, when as I recall, part of our 
village flooded. 

The vast amount of water 
needed to operate the now 
declining Lichfield branch was 

already flooding into Ford brook. 
The remaining canals are 

today handy to receive the 
storm water from the urban sur
faces also. This then, together 
w ith 14ft m ining subsidence, 
hostility between colliery, rail
way and canal companies, spel
led ruin for this once beautiful 
area of Clayhanger, and on the 
final tipping of Clayhanger, what 
a way to treat a river in its 
infancy, to bury it beneath 20ft of 
alien material. I would not be 
surprised if this river source, 
was not fighting desperately to 
re-emerge anywhere along the 
Fordbrook catchment, possibly 
flooding Mrs. Bagleys garden. 

Mr. K. Wheele 
Church Stretton 
Shropshire 

Gazette Comment 
Mr. Ken Wheale who lived in 

Clayhanger from 1923-1945 tells 
us he still has a soft spot for the 
village and would like to wish 
the Gazette (an excellent paper) 
he says, every success, and he 
did enclose a sketch of the area 
showing the start of the river 
Tame in Spot Lane, Clayhanger, 
but unfortunately we could not 
produce it, but we would be 
happy to pass it on to his friend 
Mr. Ted Hassall if he rings us on 
Brownhills 372491. 

Editor 

Station Hotel 
Dear Editor, 

When the Station Hotel was 
demolished last week I thought 
the enclosed article would be of 
great interest to Brownhills resi
dents, if you could print it in your 
Brownhills magazine. 

I find your magazine very 
informative especially on local 
events and problems. I hope to 
contribute from time to time, as 
secretary for the Ladies Group at 
Clayhanger Methodist Church 
and committee member of the 
Brownhills & District Fellowship 
for the Physically Handicapped. 

Gwen H. James 

Gazette Comments: 

Thanks for your fascinating 
article Gwen, and we 'II certainly 
be printing it when space 
allows. 

Editor 

Freshly Cooked Daily 

'THE BIG STEAK NIGHTS 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday Night Steak Specials 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 
Roast Beef, Pork, Chicken or Duck 

State of Cemetery 

~· Children welcome 
-. ( 

~ '\5ifJ 
Al ma's Pantry for the best in Home Cooking 

Dear Sir, 
In response to your front page 

story in the February issue. Bar
netts Lane cemetery has been in 
its present condition for many 
years. For those of us w ith a per
sonal interest in this cemetery, 
there is probably no single issue 
that is more upsetting. 

Anyone who has visited other 
cemeteries in Walsall, will testify 
to the fact that Barnetts Lane is 
probably the worst kept in the 
borough. 

Many appeals have gone out 
from the people of Brownhi/ls 
over the years, requesting help 
to put it right and have fallen on 
deaf ears. 

It seems that the only way that 
this situation will be put right, is 
for Church, Council and resi
dents to come together and to 
agree on a plan of action to make 
Barnetts Lane cemetery a place 
fitting for the dead to rest and for 
grieving relatives to visit. 
GRAHAM WALKER 
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Beaten up, but not beaten 
You mav stand on Brownhilli> 

Market and read verses from the 
Bible. You may sit in the Hussey 
Arms and criticize Maggie 
Thatcher in a loud voice. You 
can criticize police methods or 
try to form a union. No one will 
try to stop you. 

But for doing things like that, 
Stanislaw Matejczuk was 
thrown into prison for 5 years, 
because, you see, he lives in 
Poland. O.K. but what's that got 
to do with Brownhills? Well, 
read on and I' ll tell you. 

Keston College in Kent has for 
some years now, been running a 
Support Group which actively 
works to support Christians in 
the USSR and Eastern Europe. 
Bibles, food parcels and letters 
are sent to dissident prisoners in 
these countries and it was in this 
way contact was made with 
Stanislaw Matejczuk (who for 
the benifit of our typist, will now 
be referred to as Stasha). 

Stanislaw 
Matejczuk 

Stasha was a History student 
in Lublin University in Poland, 
and was active in forming a Stu
dents Union. When Martial Law 
was enforced in December 1981, 
Stasha was declared an enemy 
of the state. He evaded the sec
ret Police for 15 months, once by 
leaping from a moving train at 
night, into a snow drift. 

He was finally arrested on 5th 
March 1982 at his parents 
house. While the police ran
sacked his parents home, steal
ing jewellery and breaking his 
sisters nose in the process. 
Stasha stood, for five hours, 
handcuffed to a tree in just his 
underpants, in a temp of minus 

20°c, being beaten up systemati
cally. To capture this one man 
the secret police used 1 small 
tank and 5 car loads of men. 

Before his trial, Stash a, was to 
endure more torture, including 
needles being pushed under his 
fingernails and other horrors 
that he found impossible to talk 
about. He was sentenced to 5 
years imprisonment and served 
his time in a partially under
ground cell, often in isolation, 
continually being woken up at 
night by rats running over him, 
and suffering from no sanitation 
and snow blowing onto his bed 
through an open grill. 

It was there, in prison, that 
Mrs. M. Smart of Seeds Lane, 
Brownhills, a member of the 
Keston Support Group, first 
wrote to Stasha. 

On being released he married 
lwona, his girlfriend, and in Sep
tember 1987 he wrote of the 
birth of his daughter Anna Mag
dalan, and the Support Group 
then began sending parcels of 
baby requisites to the family as 
these were almost impossible to 
get hold of in Poland. 

Stephen All port of Burntwood 
also started writing to Poland 
and he had news, that in 
November last year Stasha was 
to be granted a Visa to visit Eng
land for 2 months. 

He stayed with Mr. Allport for 
most of his visit and spent 2 
weeks with Mr. & Mrs. Smart. 
During his time here he visited 
Blackpool, local Factories, Lon
don which included a visit to the 
Foreign Office, where he also 
met Mr. Kenneth Baker M.P. and 
Gerald Howarth at the House of 
Commons. He also v isited Wal
sall and met several local coun
cillors. 

However, it was whilst in 
Brownhills that one of the most 
interesting visits took place. Det. 
Constable Alan Paul arranged 
for Stasha, to have a look round 
Brownhills Police Station. 

Det Con Paul called for him at 
Mrs. Smarts, and it took half an 
hour for him to come down 
stairs and face the police. Such 
was the fear that was ingrained 
in his being by years of condi
tioning. It was the same at the 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Free Motorway tuition upon passing test with 
Richard T. 

Competitive Rates, Dual Contro ls, Door-to-Door, 
New Escorts, Choice of Instructors 

Telephone: Brownhills 376301 

Stanislaw under guard awaiting trial 

station, edgy and suspicious 
especially near the cells, but 
gradually his confidence grew, 
and he was actually elated by his 
achievement once outside. 

On returning to Poland Stasha 
phoned Mr. Allport on Xmas day 
to thank all his new friends in 
England but he has confirmed 
what the Support Group feared 
that all his Xmas cards and par
cels hadn't reached him. 

He has also sent us his reflec
tions on the difference between 
his and our life style and his 

views on Brownhills and its 
people, but through lack of 
space I'll hold that back until the 
April issue. 

In the meantime Mr. Smart is 
trying to get food parcels 
organised for other friends in 
Poland, made up of i.tems that 
are impossible to get over there 
for example powdered milk, cof
fee, tea, glazed cherries, nuts, 
bread mix, shampoos, shaving 
kits and cosmetics and anyone 
who is interested in giving assis
tance can phone Mrs. Smart on 
Brownhills 373564. 

Ian Stephens --DECORATORS 
SPECIALISTS IN: 
*HOTELS 
*BANKS 
* OFFICES 
*SHOPS 
* PERIOD 

BUILDINGS 
* LICENCED 

PREMISES 
*DOMESTIC 

WORK 

• WALL COVERING SPECIALISTS 
• INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY 

REPAIRS & HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

EXPERT TECHNICAL ADVICE 
QUALITY OF WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 

FREE EST/MA TES - VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 

On the mat! 
Thi"ee Brownhills Community 

School pupils are rapidly mak
ing a name for themselves in the 
sport of Judo. 6th Former 
Joanne Harvey, 5th Former 
Emma Jones, and her brother 
Jonathan from the 3rd Year 
have all achieved notable suc
cess. All three have fought both 
in this country and abroad, with 
competitions as far away as Hol 
land, Belgium and Scotland. 

Joanne has fought for the 
British Ladies and Staffordshire 
teams and in 1985 was National 
Open Champion. Both Emma 
and Jonathan have won numer
ous trophies, Emma about 30 
and Jonathan about 70. At the 
present time Jonathan is a blue 
belt and Emma an orange belt. 
Recently Jonathan went to 
Paignton to f ight as a member of 
the Black Country Team. After 
competing against teams from 
all over the country they were 
victorious and Jonathan 
returned with a well deserved 
gold medal. Both Emma and 
Jonathan are competing in Bel
gium at the end of May, and are 
hoping to bring back even more 
medals. 

At the present Joanne is not a 
member of a club but both 
Emma and Jonathan are mem
bers of St Bernadettes Judo 
Club which meets on Monday 
and Wednesday evenings at 
their headquarters in Narrow 
Lane, Brownhills. The club has 
two black belt s taking the mats, 
Mr R Elmore and Mr D Dolphin. 
All children over the age of six 
are welcome at the club. 

Goodbye 
If anyone saw most of the 

teaching staff and office staff of 
Brownhills School out enjoying 
themselves at The Terrace 
Restaurant last Friday, it rea 
was a party tinged w ith saaness. 

Mrs Norma Hayward who 
joined the office staff of tne 
Ogley Hay Girls School -n 1968 
and then trensferred to Brov.-n
hills Community School in Sep
tember 1972, decided to taa! 
early retirement and 1eave the 
school last Friday. 

Presentations to Mrs Hayward 
were made during the school 
day, the Governors of the school 
together with the teaching staff 

ana seri-or management gave 
ner a camera - usefu l for her 
exci · l"Q ~re plans to travel 
aoroaa_ l-1er friends in the office 
gave an unusual gift in the form 
oi an adoption of a donkey!! 
~ a life membership of the 
Donlce; Sanctuary and a Bes
v.-ick China Donkey completed 
the surprise presentation. She 
spert her last day at school sur
rounded by many other gifts of 
choco ates and flowers and left 
the school carrying good w ishes 
for her future happiness away 
from the world of education and 
Brownhills. 
We shall miss you Norma! 

''BLACKW"ELLS'' FURNISHINGS 

* FREE HEADBOARD * 
with this divan bed 

4 DRAWER DIVAN 
£199.00 

2 DRAWER DIVAN 
£99.00 

Call in to see our excellent 
selection of Beds and 

Bedroom Units 
All at competitive prices 

Personal and friendly 
help and advice available 

HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS .TELEPHONE: (0543) 373442 
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BROWNIDLLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 

School wins £200 
Brownhills Community 

School has won a £200 award 
trom the food suppliers to the 
new Direct Service Organisation 
Catering Service. 

The DSO replaced the old 
Schools Meals Service in Sep-

tember 1989, and has had a few 
teething troubles during the 
change over period. 

The award was given in recog
nition of the co-operation by the 
Schoolduringthechangeove~ 

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

ARCH TOPS - LEADED LIGHTS 
GEORGIAN BARS - STAINED GLASS 

UPVC (WHITE WOODGRAIN) 
HARDWOOD - ALUMINIUM 

FOR FREE QUOTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 
PHONE 370494 

New Design Studio 
for pupils and 

the community 
Once again new develop- Aided Art and Design and assist 

ments at Brownhills School are in the delivery of Technology 
afoot. The Governors of the and Information Technology 
School have given the go ahead within the National Curriculum. 
tobuildandfullyequipa compu- The pupils of Brownhills will 
ter aided Design Studio, adja- undoubtedly benefit by having 
cent to the main computer room the best CAD facilities of any 
and the Art and Design Depart- school in the Borough". 
ment. 

Th is new studio will enable 
not only pupils but the Com
munity at large to experience at 
first hand a hi-tee facil ity offer
ing Computer Art packages, 
Textile Design, Desktop Publish
ing and Industrial Cad Cam Sys
tems. Mr. D Senior, Head of Art 
commented "A tremendous 
facility which will enable the 
development of Computer 

It is hoped that when the 
studio is up and running that the 
whole community will benefit 
from increased computer 
faci I ities. 

The next development is to 
expand the Business Systems 
Department by adding further 
word processing facilities. 
Watch this space for further 
details. 

TILES 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

KITCHEN TILES BATHROOM TILES 
150 x 150 180 Plain. One set 150 x 150. in four colours. 
of four insets plus adhesive, 210 plain 5 x 2 tiles, insets, 

grout and tile cutter & plus adhesive, grout & tile 
spreader cutter & spreader 

£49.50 inc VAT £49.50 inc VAT 

8 " x 8" Floor Tiles £8.25 sq yd= 20 tiles 
8" x 8" Floor Tiles £8.25 sq yd= 40 tiles 
6" x 6" Quarry Tiles . £9.99 sq yd= 36 tiles 
150 x 150 White Wall Tiles .............. ....... £7.34 per 36 tiles 
150 x 150 Wall Tiles in three colours: 
Grey, Champagne, Pampas .......... £7.99 sq mt = 44 tiles 
200 x 150 Wall tiles, three colours: 
Pink, Grey, Beige ............................. £7.99 sq yd= 27 tiles 
Decor ...... ............. ................................................. 90p each 

WHEN IT COMES TO TILES - WE'VE GOT THE LOT! 
We've got everything you need in the way of 
tools and materials, to give your tiling a truly 

professional finish 
BIGGEST SELECTION - BEST VALUE 

fflr '<!Ltler 
Queen Street, Chasetown 

(Next to Elf Garage) 
Burntwood 7 3664 

Our Own Large 
Car Park 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 

Paul Morrison 

Photographic competition 
for budding 

photographers 
"In and Around Brownhills is 

the theme for a photographic 
competitions for the under 16's 
sponsored by Brownhills 
School, Brownhills Community 
Association and E Jones Photo
graphers, High Street, Brown
hills. 

Application forms, rules and 
regulations can be obtained 
from either the School or E 
Jones' shop on or after the 1 st 
April. The closing date fo r the 
competition is 4th May and 
entries will be on display in the 
Community Lounge at Brown
hills School where judging will 
take place by Mr. A. Hodgkiss of 
Jones' together with M r Dave 
Senior, Head of Art at Brownhills 
School. 

Camera Prizes for this com
petition will be donated by the 
three sponsors and wi ll be on 
display in Jones' window in 
High Street, Brownhills from 
April onwards. 

It is anticipated that suitable 
entries - may be used for a 
Brownhills Calendar for 1991. 

Brownhills Photographic 
Club, E Jones and Mr Senior will 
all be pleased to discuss and 
offer advice regarding this com
petition, so if there are any aspir
ing David Baileys, Lord 
Lichfields etc out there in 
Brow nhills, this is your chance 
to be the "photographer of 
Brownhills" . 
Get Snapping!! 

Student to become 
a Sound Engineer 

Members of the Upper 6th at 
Brownhills School have been 
successful in gaining offers of 
places at universities, colleges 
and polytechnics for courses 
beginning next October - the 
places are of course conditional 
on their A level grades in the 
summer. 

Paul Morrison, who is a 
member of the Upper 6th Form 
at Brownhills School, has been 
accepted for training at Media 
Production Services, in London, 
as a Sound Engineer. 

He will be taking the Diploma 
course in Advanced Sound 
Engineering and Music Produc
tion which is run in conjunction 
w ith the Institute of Music and 
Techno logy in London_ 

Pa ul has been a sl:a!wart 
member of tile scil-OOI orchestra 

at Brownhills School, playing 
drums, keyboards, bass guitar 
and on occasions singing as 
well. 

The London based course will 
cover all aspects of sound 
recording and the commercial 
production of music for televi 
sion, radio and record com
panies. In his spare time Paul 
has worked for a professional 
recording company in Birmin
gham and has been involved in 
the taping of m usic by a number 
of top name pop groups and 
bands. 

Paul wil l spend a year follow
ing a course of formal study and 
then year in industry before 
being awarded his diploma. His 
ambition is to run a recording 
studio of his own with his own 
production label. We all wish 
him wel l. 

Animal Cruelty 
A nimals lives are very short 
Killing for meat or just for a sport 
Foxes are hunted by hunter dogs 
Trees all kinds are cut down for Jogs. 

Seals and whales are used for coats 
Pigs are eaten so are goats 
Elephants' tusks used for gifts 
Humans come first animals fifth. 

Could you imagine eating your cat? 
Not there for you anymore to pat 
Eating your mouse or eating your bird 
Gulping it down like lemon curd. 

This poem, sorry and sad ends here, 
The lives of animals are very dear 
So remember if what you eat is meat 
Salad and vegetables are nice to eat. 

Terrell Groom 1E 
....... .............. 

JUST WOOL ~ 

Free table 
worth £21 
with every 

Bond 
knitting 
machine 

3 Ravens Court Precinct, High Street, Brownhills 
0543 360082 

-;.'""". 

STUDLEY Clearance 
D.K. BABY See all the 

Etc. 
New Cottons lines for 1990 at 

lOOg Balls L owest Prices always 99p 

(Classic or Elite) OFFERS AVAILABLE UNTIL 31.3.90 
available 

• • 

l 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 



Campaign 

for barriers 

on the AS 

continues 
The Governors of Brownhills 

Community School continue to 
campaign for barriers to be 
erected on the corner of the A5 
and Deakin Avenue, adjacent to 
the flats. 

They have been told that the 
erection of barriers at the junc
tion.is the responsibility of Staf
fordshire County Council, but 
Walsall Metropolitan Borough 
Council's Highways Department 
is considering erecting the bar
riers themselves. 

Pupils are in constant danger 
from fast moving traffic along 
that section of the A5 and the 
barriers are needed to encour
age them to use the nearby peli
can crossing. 

mm1=m:1=m:J!m!jl!:mmmmmmmm 
:::::: :m m:.:m:.::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
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T.V. Invasion 
Being an avid watcher of that 

addictive electrical box known 
as the television set, I believe it is 
time to warn people, who are 
also addicted about an ingenius 
race of people who are attempt
ing to take-over our country 
using the good-old goggle box. 

I am, of course, talking about 
the invasion of Australians. 

How can anyone find enter
tainment and enjoyment by 
watching how many traumas 
and heart-breaks a certain group 
of screeching Aussies can fit in 
to twenty-five minutes, or how 
many people can be beaten-up 
or escape from a ridiculous 
Australian prison, where walls 
never become dirty, the plots 
never become believable and 
the acting never becomes con
vincing. 

Millions of people throughout 
the country have become 
engrossed in these bumbling 
Aussie soap operas. Everyday, 
adults, children and teenagers 
alike centre conversations on 

the latest goings-on in Ramsey 
Street, Summer Bay, Went
worth Detention Centre and 
other strongly-named places as 
if they were real. 

Do not be fooled by the 
Australian's bumbling, tanned 
and good-looking image, their 
monopoly of soap-operas on 
our screens (some where near 
twenty hours per week) is being 
used in an ingenius plan which 
will destroy our country. People 
are beginning to take the plots of 
these programmes seriously 
and see them as being close to 
reality. 

I have been greeted by friends 
who say 'G-day' instead of 
hello'. People even talk in an 
Australian accent sometimes. 
The problem is obvious, we are 
becoming a nation of Australian 
'zombies', glued to the set 
believing what we see is real. 

The stars of these soap
operas even find success in the 
charts, and the basis of their suc
cess lies in the T.V. Lets face it, 

do people really buy Kylie and 
Jason records because of their 
musical ability? I don't think so. 

We are over-run, and there is 
nothing we can do as long as the 
television stations find refuge in 
the Real Australian Television In 
The New Generation Service 
(R.A.T.l.N.G.S.). 

Is he out of his mind? I hear 
you ask. Yes, of course I am but 
it does not make the 'Aussie 
Invasion of Britain' seem any 
better. Let us stop it, before they 
send their criminals over here as 
a punishment. Then there would 
be more to deal with. ARRGH ! ! ! 

GARY DINGLE 

And just when I was con
gratulating myself that this was 
the only magazine in Britain 
that had run for 6 months with
out mentioning Kylie or Jason. 
Stabbed in the back by own 
staff. Your sacked Dingle. 

Ed. 
P.S. Only Joking! 

A QUALITY PRODUCT AT A PRICE 
YOU CAN AFFORD 

Your Local UPVC Specialist 
* Leaded * Georgian * Stained Glass 

FuH range of Styles in White or Woodgrain 
* Locking Handles (STD) * 
* Multi Point Locking on Doors* 
* Tilt and Slide or Convential Patios * 

*NO PRESSURE SALESMEN* 
GLASS CUT TO SIZE - CLEAR OR PATTERNED 

Safety Glass - Mirrors made to order -Sealed Units (BS) 
Glazing Service available 

.. ···.·.· :aww:i;il~,illiii!\!~11.~~,-IJtr 

... :~~}\}~lif 

* Tailor Made * 
*Expert Fitting * 

* Supply only * 
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SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

These boots are 
made for 
walking 

And that's just w hat they'll do. 
Agroupof sixth form students at 
S.O.C.S. are preparing them
selves to do the Lyke Wake Walk 
at the beginning of May. This is 
no ordinary walk, but a 40 mile 
trek across very rugged terrain 
on the North Yorkshire Moors 
from the vi llage of Osmotherley 
in the west to Ravenscar on the 
East coast. 

The students are under no illu
sions about the difficulty of the . 
task and are preparing them
selves with a programme of 
practice walks. 

24 hours. That is just what the 
Shire Oak students hope to do. 

They w i ll be leaving 
Osmotherley at 3.30 on Satur
day morning, 5th May and hope 
to arrive at Ravenscar before 
midnight!! 

The students met before 
Ch ristmas to decide that they 
would like to devote their efforts 
to a good cause and they have 
chosen the Rainbow House 
Appeal, an attempt to raise 
.funds to build a hospice for 
ch ildren in Walsall. 

If any kind member of the pub
lic would like to sponsor one of 
the walkers they should contact 
Geoff Edwards, Head of Sixth 

Form at the School. (Tel : 
452518). 

The cost of the expedition w ill 
be quite substantial and Bill 
Marchant, one of the Senior 
Staff, is seeking sponsors to 
help underwrite these costs. 

A donation has already been 
received from G.L. Brown 
Engineering, in West Bromwich, 

and t he School 's Parents' 
Association and Brownhills 
Community School have agreed 
to loan the students their 
minibus for the weekend. If 
there are any more businesses, 
clubs or organ isations will ing to 
sponsor the event, please con
tact Bill at the school. We look 
forward to hearing from you! 

The Lyke Wake Walk has been 
something of an institution with 
t he rambling fraternity for many 
years now. The Walk follows the 
old burial route which mourners 
used to take in centuries past, to 
find the nearest hallowed· 
ground. Today there is a Lyke 
Wake Club and you become a 
number of the club if you com
plete your crossing in less than 

Off the production line 
for a good cause 

Don't 
forget 

Wednesday, 28th March, 
The Connaught Fashion Show 

Venue: The Shire Oak 
Community School 

Time: 7.30 p.m . 

This event is certainly well 
worth you missing your favour
ite soap opera. Bargains galore -
all ex-catalogue goods on sale at 
ridiculous prices. 

Tickets are still available -
Price 50p. Telephone Brownhills 
452518to reserve your seats. 

Remember Easter is just 
around the corner and you cou ld 
pick up a new Easter outfit at a 
fraction of the cost you would 
pay at local stores. 

Sales · Spares · Service 
and Accessories 
+M.O.T. 

23 HIGH STREET 
BROWNHIU.S 

Telephone: 
BROWNHILLS 

As part 'of the B. Tee. City & 
Guilds course, four Year 11 
pupils have been busily 
engaged in producing soft toys 
for those in less fortunate cir
cumstances than themselves. 

Under the guidance of Mrs. 
Dunn, teacher of textiles at The 
Shire Oak Community School, 
Sarah Cooper, Amanda Cotton, 
Susan Kemp and Deborah Stone 
worked industriously within 
school and at home, to produce 
fur fabric toys for Whittington 
Hospice. Their enthusiasm and 
commitment came to fruition on 
7th February, when the results 
of their efforts were handed over 
to the W hittington Hospice Shop 
in Lichfield. 

The production of these toys 
would not have been possible 
without the help of a parent who 

kindly donated the materials. 
This venture truly was a joint 
effort by a caring community to 
cater for the needs of a corn-

munity. Well done girls! Your 
efforts will certainly brighten up 
the lives of those most needing 
of it. 

FOR ALL YOUR 
FREEZER 

REQUIREMENTS 
(at competitive prices) 

with friendly service 
- call in to see 
Ray Williams 

Family Butcher 
28 Silver Court, Brownhills Telephone: Brownhills 360910 



It's an ill wind 
that blows 

nobody any good 
I am sure all our readers well 

remember the gales and high 
w inds of last month, and the 
devastation they wreaked 
across the length and breadth of 
the country. Shire Oak Com
munity School suffered particu
arly during this period of 

adverse weather conditions 
with some considerable struc
tural damage to North Building, 
following the loss of part of its 
roof. 

The day dawned, wet and 
windy and normal teaching was 
taking place when suddenly the 
gale force winds caught a hold 
of a weak area of the asphalt 
roof, tearing it in a matter of sec
onds to form a balloon which lit
erally floated down into an adja
cent garden. Staff and pupils 
alike who witnessed this "magic 
carpet" gazed mesmerised out 
of an upper storey window at the 
site of where the debris came to 
rest before being quickly 
ushered to safety. 

What followed then, as I am 
sure all members of our com
m unity recall was the school fea
tured on local radio and indeed 
television, as one of the statis
tics of storm damage of that 
fateful day in late January. 

The winds, as you will 
remember, blew for some con
siderable number of days after
wards.and repa ir to the building 
could not be effected 
immediately, even with the aid 
of safety harnesses. The result 
was water permeated through 
three storeys and nine tenths of 
North building was rendered out 
of use. A mass exodus and re
scheduling of locations was 
quickly organised, and inspite of 
working under such difficult 
conditions not one teaching 
period was lost. As usual, our 
pupils co-operated without 
complaint, and we are indeed 
proud ofthem for responding as 
they did. 

Repair work on North Building 
was begun, and as I write this is 
almost completed with pupils 
now resuming their lessons in 
totally redecorated surround
ings. 

We, as a school suffered from 
the devastation wreaked by this 
phenomenon of nature, but the 
strength of our school commun
ity enabled us to cope with it and 
come through this period of 
upheaval. We were indeed lucky 
that the damage occasioned 
was restricted purely to a build
ing and we thank God for that. 

11Fighting Again'' 
In an earlier edition of this 

publication the Shire Oak Com
munity School expressed its 
pride in numbering amongst its 
pupils a talented young fighter 
named Anthony Bickley. 
Anthony, aged sixteen, of 19 
Beech Tree Road, has again suc
ceeded in adding another two 
significant wins in the ring to his 
previous titles. 

Fighting at the weight of 48 
kil ograms, in November 
Anthony won the Staffs and 
Midlands title of the National 
Association of Boys' Clubs, and 
he followed this in January by 
winning the Staffordshire A.B.A. 
Junior title. His successes in the 
two tournaments above now 
ensure he is through to the Mid
land Final to be held on 1 Oth Feb
ruary at Burton, where, if suc
cessful, Anthony will be the Mid
land Champion of 1990, a title 
again awarded by the A.B.A. 

When asked what led to his 
success in the ring, Anthony 
said it was all down to training. 
This he does religiously three 
nights a week at the Pleck Gym 
where he is coached by Tony 
and John Dickson, ex champion
ship holders themselves at 
amateur level. 

Each week Anthony follows a 
-igorous routine of sparring, 

skipping, bag work and weight 
training, all aimed at ensuring 
he remains at the peak of physi
cal fitness. The monetary input 
is nil, butto achieve the standard 
Anthony has attained requires 
some considerable investment 
of time. 

When asked what his ambi
tion was with ;espect to Boxing, 
Anthony was adament in his 
reply, "I want to represent my 
country at the next Olympics 
and eventually to become a pro
fessional fighter". 

W ell, Anthony, practice makes 
perfect, the skill and dedication 
you obviously have. Keep up the 
good work and all the best for 
your next tournament. 
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Bell Carpets 

CALL IN AND SEE OUR 
COMPLETE CARPET SELECTION 

Including: 

18 SILVER COURT 
BROWN HILLS 

~ 

0543371375 

FREE FITTING 
ON MOST CARPETS 
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• Brownhills Arch 1ves 
You were all on the ball (par

don the pun) again last month 
regarding the boys football 
team, taken in 1956. Both the 
twins on the photo Jimmy & 
Peter Hacker rang to say that it 
was Ogley Hay School Team, 
featuring one under 10, and the 
rest under 11 players. Peter 
remembers the colours as green 
shirts with white sleeves, black 
shorts.and any old socks you 
could grab hold of, by the looks 
of it. With the help of the twins 
Tony Barber, Rob Graham, Pat 
Owen, Barry Cooper and Mr. 
Jeff Brown we now know all of 
the players as: Back Row: Dave 
Smith, Brian Webster, Stan 
Shingler, Peter Hinton, Barry 
Toddington, B. Astbury, Maur
ice Smith and Jimmy Hucker. 
Centre Row: Johnny Follows, 
Colin Allport, Tony Barber, Cliff 
Brown, Richard Kendall and 
Gordon Hill. Bottom: Peter 
Hucker, Barry Stringer (who 
kindly lent us the photo) and 
Barry Cooper. 

Peter and Mr. John Cresswell 
also recognised the teachers as 
Mr. Simpson, Mr. Horton (head
master), Mr. R.A. Thomas & Mr. 
Preston, the two on the outside 
being student teachers who 
were not at the school long. We' 
know that Colin Allport now 

Religious 
Survey 

During the training weekend 
when we had over 70 Christians 
from various churches stopping 
with us at Brownhills, Walsall 
Wood and Norton Canes we 
conducted a survey in these 
areas, in shopping areas and 
homes. 

Of 175 people interviewed 
66% said they had religious 
beliefs, 18% did not and 16% 
were not sure. 41% said they 
believed in God some of whom 
said earlier they had no religious 
beliefs, while 25% indicated that 

lives in Leicester while Cliff 
Brown rang in from Quarry Bank 
wishing to be remembered to 
his old mates, but the most 
startling phone call I had was 
from Helsinki in Finland, and it 
was from Stan Shingler who 
was sitting reading the Gazette 
in a Finnish T.V. Studio where he 
works as a graphic designer. 
Stan, who left Ogley Juniors for 
Lichfield Grammar has been liv
ing in Finland for 20 years and is 

married with two children. I'd 
like Stan to get in touch again (I 
smell an interesting article 
here). 

Inspired by all ofthis Mr. John 
Cresswell would like to organise 
a reunion of any 4th year pupils 
who left Ogley Juniors in 1972. 
Names he recalls are Karen 
Meadwell, Joanne Cleghorn and 
Lee Cotterill and if any more of 
you out there are interested 
John can be reached on Brown-

Ii Church News II 
they believed in God sometimes 
but not at others. 

Surprisingly 60% of those 
spoken to believed that Jesus 
Christ was the son of God, with 
only about 14% each believing 
he w as just a good man or a 
prophet. 

One question kept cropping 
up. Why is there so much suffer
ing in the world? 58% asked that 
while 33% believed you go to 
heaven or hell when you die, but 
a few said you only go to 
heaven. 

Meeting 

Our Annua l Parochial Church 
meeting wi ll be in the Church 
Hall on Monday 19th March at 8 
pm. We will need:-

1. A new Church Wa rden to 
replace Graham Mason. 

2. Joan Price, Gwen and Sam 
Poxon have served as our Dean
ery Synod members for many 
years now and feel it is t ime for 
someone else to take over. 

3. One third of the Parochial 

SPECTRUM MEDICAL EYE CARE CENTRE 
DISPENSING OPTICIANS 

WE SUPPLY 
* Contact Lenses 

(soft & hard-GP) 
* Industrial Glasses 
* Spectacles 
* Low vision aids 

Telephone: Brownhills 
(0543)360281 

Eye test carried out by ophthalmic 
medical practitioner for Glaucoma -
Diabetes and Blood Pressure 
in addition to refraction for 
glasses etc. 

115 HIGH STREET BROWNHILLSWS8 6HL 

A variety of fashionable frames 
all at competitive prices. 

hills 373011 or at 17, Church 
Road, Brownhills. 

Now to this months oldie sent 
in by Mr. Horton of Springhill 
Road. His sister is on the photo, 
which was taken in the 1930's at 
the Senior Girl's School (now 
the mixed juniors) in Gt. Charles 
Street. But who are the others, 
who would be in thei r late 60's 
now. Spot anyone you know? 
Give us a call on Brownhills 
372491. 

Church Council is due for re
election. 

Baptism 
Ashley Levi son of Geoffrey and 
Nicola Jayne Arrowsmith. 

Funerals 
7th February Andrews James 
Jones (aged 21 years) late of 9, 
Anglesey Road. 
9th February Alice Cresswell 
(aged 92) late of Goscote Hospi
tal. 
13th February Mary Pratt (aged 
67) late of 12, Wallace Road. 
20th February Lillian Doris Boul
ton (aged 73) late of 151, Ogley 
Road. 
23rd February Kenneth Norman 
Foster (aged 49) late of 1, Chase 
Road. 
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On Thursday nights, which 
generally attracts the younger of 
the 300 members, the club uses 
its mini bus to pick up and take 
the youngsters home, starting 
on the Wilkin Estate and includ
ing Ogley Road, Lindon Road 
and Clayhanger. 

Brownhills Youth 
Centre News 

This aim is reflected in the fol
lowing list of ventures underta
ken during the past year: 

Weekends at Youth Hostels 
Trip to Erasure Concert NEC 
Christmas party for Senior 
Citizens 

Leader Chris Kelly has been 
involved with the Club for 20 
years starting at Barnetts lane 
and continuing after its move to 
the Bridge. Chris showed me 
round the Disco Lounge and 
Coffee Bar, where Hot Dogs, 
Chips, Baked Spuds, Teas and 
Coffee etc., can be served, then 
onto the Table Tennis room 
where a coaching session was in 
progress, we then continued to 
the Pool and Video facilities and 
finally the workshop, where 
canoes were being repaired. 

Most of the rooms have been 
decorated, mod art style by 
senior members. · 

Christmas Disco for members 
Painting of a wall mural at the · 
Club 
Painting and printing of 
Tee-Shirts 
Jewellery making 
Cooking advice 
Girls only weekends 
Pony Trekking in Wales 
Table Tennis League 
Darts League 
Pool League 
Hosts to Walsall Draughts 
Tournament 
Alcohol and drugs abuse 
counselling 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
scheme 
Haloween Disco 
Ice Skating Trips 

Chris Kelly, who is noted 
throughout the district for his 
marathons and is a member of 
the Walsall Forest Running Club 
is again looking for a sponsor for 
this years London marathon. He 
trains 6 days a week, and 
covered the distance in 41/2 
hou rs 2 years ago, and has also 
run in Wolverhampton and the 
Ben idorm 1/2 marathons and 
wi ll run in Guernsey at Easter. 

Members on ativities weekend Trips to Splashland 
Bonfire night at King's 
Youth Hostel, Wales 

Chris will be running for 2 
charities the Rainbow House at 
Walsall, and a new charity set up 
for 15 months old Lucy Tren
grove, who suffers from Dandy 
Walker Syndrome, a form of 
Cerebral Palsy. The money for 

Lucy will buy special Lighting 
Equipment for patterning exer
cises to aid her development. As 
Chris says "It gets harder every 
year to get sponsors, but I'm 
sure that some local firm would 
like me to run with their name on 
my vest and with T.V. coverage 
it could rea lly pay off." 

Come on Brownhills, surely 
somebody can do it. 

1989 proved to be no excep
tion in making available a full 
and varied programme of 
activities to the Youth of Brown
hills. 

Brownhills Youth Club, based 
at the Activities Centre boasts its 
own permanent rooms and 
facili t ies, and is deemed by 
many people to be amongst the 
top Clubs in the Borough. It has 
a staff of 16 leaders and is man
aged by a Committee of loca l lay 
people committed to enhancing 
the life style and expectancy of 
our youngsters. The Club caters 
for members between the ages 
of 11 to 21 years, and strives to 
give them the opportunity of 
experiencing as many different 
activities as possible. 

Glass engraving 
Disco every Wednesday 
evening 
Various fund raising events 

PLUS!! 

Every Monday evening 
Brownhills Community School 
and Community Association 
gives free use of all its facilities 
to club members which 
includes, sports Hall, Gym, 
Swimming Pool and Commun
ity Lounge. 

:::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::!::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

0LPHA SPORTS & LEISURE LTD. 
'KENTERRY BUTCHERS' 

RETAIL SPORTSWEAR AND EQUIPMENT 

THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFER 
GRAPHITE SQUASH RACQUETS £17.99 

CHILDRENS SHELL SUITS £19.99 

16-18 HIGH STREET 
BROWNHILLS 

(0543) 370054 

The Name for 
Quality Meat 

Cooked Meats, Pies etc 

58HIGH ST. 
BROWNHILLS 

TEL:376890 

Freezer 
Packs 

OUCHI NO NEED TO WORRY 

~ ~1~1!; AU!Q~t!~FT 
:::::- 4fk : __r,.;s, ::--- For all accident repairs why not call 

y- Y .,~/\A 
:.1 ~\~~~ · in the exp~rts - we'll hav~ the job done 

1n next to no time 
Autocraft, Accident Repair Specialists 

ISSlFll.\.~Q[OTE WELCOME 115 & 117 WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD. TEL: 0543 375992 
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Let me win or 
I won't play 

Trophy Hunting Season 
- well on course 

Brownhills Community FC 
Results in January: 

Division4 
Comm 2 - 1 Cottage of Content 
Goals: M Brough, S Mason 
Divisional Cup 
Comm 1 - O Cedar Tree 
Goal: LAllen 
Division4 
Comm 1 - 0 Armitage Shanks 
Goal: S Mason 

The windy Sunday mornings 
of February has not helped the 
Community's style of play, with 
some poor results, and disap
pointing performances. A hard 
fought 2-1 victory against Ham-

merwich Ash mole kept the title 
challenge on course, but in gale 
force winds and driving rain a 
disappointing defeat to Peols
ford turned the title into a three 
horse race. 

Manager Paul Meddings 
made dramatic changes to the 
team for the next match, round 2 
of the TB Williamson Cup, ver
sus Samuels from Division 3. 
Samuels took the lead in the first 
half, but they could not stop an 
impressive second half display 
from the Community with goals 
from Greatrex and Carl Williams 
and so secured a place in the 
third round. 

The best news from the other 
side of the world, last month 
was in a lot of peoples opinion 
probably the gold medal of Peter 
Elliott in the 1,500 metres in the 
Commonwealth Games. He 
surely epitomises the popular 
belief of a true Brit. Guts, deter
mination, and a will to win 
against all the odds, and who 
can forget his Seoul Olympic 
Games silver, when he had to 
have pain killing iniections 
before the race to enable him to 
compete. He's shown up tlie 
likes of Steve Cram who groans 
about finding it hard to motivate 
himself these days, and Peter 
who was once described as a 
carthorse can now be compared 
to a thoroughbred. 

For me however the best news 
came before the games had 
started, from Australia in fact. 
The Open Tennis Champion
ship. At last somebody had the 
guts to kick that spoilt brat 
McEnroe out of the tournament 
for his hooligan behaviour. 

Officialdom always seemed to 
think of the money lost if their 
big name d1 aws were out, but 
surely that v.ou ldn't have hap
pened, because McEnroe and 
his like would have quickly 
learned to control themselves 
and played just as well for it. Its 
all too easy to accept the 
excuses of some of to days stars, 
talking about the need to let off 
steam to be competitive, heat of 
the moment acts, etc., but watch 
a Rugby player who argues with 
a ref. One word out of place 11nd 
a penalty is moved 10 yds nearer 
to his own posts, he soon bites 
his tongue and if he does not his 
team mates do it for him. 

Name one other sport where 
players can get away with the 
tantrums shown in tennis 
(forget wrestling). 

Out of the Wood 

Why wasn't it done years ago? 

Perhaps there's some light 
shed on this behavioural pattern 
by the re-action of the tennis 
spectators, who were chanting 
for the clown to be allowed to 
play on. Could be that tennis, 
deserves its own problems. 

Fun-Day 
Ever fancied going up in a hot

air balloon? Well the opportun
ity will be yours on Whit Monday 
Bank Holiday as this is the major 
attraction of a family " fun day" 
organised by Brownhills Com
munity Association and Brown
hills Cricket Club. The event will 
be staged at Brownhills Com
munity School on 28th May 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. with the 
events taking place on the 
schools playing fields. Admit
tance will be free and the day 
should be particularly attractive 
to, families, children and 

youngsters. 
There will be numerous other 

events including a tug-of-war 
competition, junior 5-a-side, 
target golf, beat the goalie, 
"welly-wanging", crate stack
ing, throwing the snooker cue 
etc. There will be a large inflata
ble kiddies bouncing castle, a 
display by the Police and dog 
handlers, an abseiling display 
and possibly a display by the 
Fire Brigade. There are prizes to 
be won in all the competitions 
and refreshments wi ll be availa
ble thrmfghout the day. 

CECIL £ co. 

3 drawn games, 1 win and 1 
defeat in the past month must I 
suppose be looked upon as a 
profitable run for the Walsall 
Wood side. The football played 
has been anything but brilliant 
but at least the fighting spirit 
seems to be instilled in to the 
team now w.ith a lot of confi
dence emanating from new 
goalkeeper Gary Brookes, who 
up till now has given nothing 
away easily. 0-0 against Mile 
Oak was followed by a 2-2 away 
draw at Polesworth, then the 
mid-week defeat at home to 
Princes End before a cracking 
fightback at Coleshill to claw a 
3-3 draw in the dying minutes. 
March started with a comforta
ble 3-0 home victory over bot
tom club Streetly Celtic, so eas
ing their relegation fears some
what and the club is now looking 
confidently forward to the Wal
sall Senior Cup semi-final on 
March 17th. 

The Youth Teams League Cup 
trail came to an end unfortu-

l(A1""1 1"Ub1" !>~ &T~t> ! w~Y 
fU,E. woui..t> r.~~ C.Oc~~ A \.\'\'1\..E 
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nately, but it took a strong 
Wolves team, at Aldersley 
Stadium, till the last minute to 
register a 3-2 win over the Oak 
Park lads, who did their reputa
tion no harm at all, matching the 
Wolves in every department till 
that last minute winner. 

The February gales have done 
some damage to the Oak Park 
ground, most seriously being 
the water tank house on the roof 
and storms finding leaks in the 
dressir1g room ceiling which 
caused extensive damage. 

Chairman Jeff Powell says, 
"We seem to take one step for
ward and two back at the 
moment and we shall be glad 
when the lighter nights and bet
ter weather come so we can get 
some much needed repairs 
done. " 

FOR SALE 
OIL FIRED BOILER in good working 
order £25 o.n.o. Telephone Brown
hills 372491. 
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Alpha Sports 
Castle FC 

Manager - J Miller. 375874 
Secretary - A Weston. 371595 
Treasurer - W Hill. 375002 

The club was formed in 1980 
as the Castle F.C. joining the 5th 
division of the Lichfield Sunday 
morning league and has gone 
from strength to strength mak
ing progress by gaining promo
tion through all divisions of the 
league until finally at the end of 
the 1988-89 season gaining 
promotion to the Premier Divi
sion of the league. 

Various honours have been 
achieved over this period the 
most notable being the 1986-87 
season when the league and 
Cup double was achieved. 

Sponsorship was obtained 
from the local sports shop in 
Brownhills High Street and the 
name of the club changed to 
Alpha Sports Castle F.C. 

Home games are played at 
Brownhills Comprehensive 
School on Sunday mornings 
with a 10.30 am kick off time to 
which everyone who wishes to 
attend wil l be made welcome. 

Various functions are held 
during the year including pre-

sentation and disco evenings. 
The club also has a proud record 
of raising money for the hand
icapped children in the borough 
by way of a sponsored swim 
which this year raised £500 
which was used to buy a full size 
tennis table and special treat
ment lights for the Mary Elliot 
Special School at Walsall and 
presented to the school in Feb
ruary of this year. 

The club which consists of all 
local lads from the Brownhills 
area are currently in a mid-table 
position in the league having put 
together an unbeaten run of 5 
league games in January/Feb
ruary. 

Fixtures for March 1990 
include away games against 
Crown F.C. on March 11th and 
Polesford F.C. on 25th March. 

The club will be looking for a 
new secretary for the 1990-91 
season and if anyone is 
interested please ring either 
Brownhills 375874 or Brownhills 
375002. If any new players are 
interested in joining the club 
please telephone 375874. 

J. Miller 

For further details on 
Advertising or Editorial 

Please telephone 
(0543) 452840 or 021 776 7101 

• 
. 

. 

TEL: 
(0543) 

372036 
60, SHANNON DRIVE, WILKIN ESTATE, BROWNHILLS,WEST MIDLANDS 

DRILLS - GRINDERS - JIGSAWS 
SANDERS - WALLPAPER STRIPPERS 

PLANERS - CEMENT MIXERS 
REPAIR AND HIRE OF ALL HAND TOOLS 

R. W. PRINT · 
For all your printing requirements 

Letterheads, Business Cards, Invoices etc. 
Full range of Office Stationery. 

Wedding Stationery. 
* Books are available to take home * 

PRINTERS AND STATIONERS 
44 NORTON ROAD, PELSALL 

S' 0922 684863 

Part Time 
Representative 

Required 
Articulate, presentable and outgoing person, 

must be able to work on own initiative 
Own car required 

Mileage allowance paid · Flexible hours 

Tel: 021-776 7101 
or write to Mrs. P. Jacks 

Baker Bond Printing & Publishing Ltd 
29A Manor Park Road, Castle Bromwich, Birmingham B36 ODJ 
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Reflexology? It could help you 
In the early 1980's Barr ie certain areas of the feet benefit 

Barber of 2, Wallace Road, can be gained to any part of the 
Brown hills was suffering from body from the brain, ears, eyes 
nerves and anxiety problems, sinuses etc. down to the lower 
and, in a search for help other body e.g . bladder, kidneys and 
than continual tablets, heard sciatic nerves. 
about Reflexology and the help The pressure on these nerve 
it can give in this, and other endings seems to iron out any 
fields. The big problem, was blockages that may have built 
finding someone who practised up, so relieving any distress o r 
this ancient science, and while tension in that appropriat e part 
searching Barrie read books on of the organ or body. 
the subject, and soon decided to "Reflexology is not a magic 
learn the art for himself. In 1983 cure," stressed Barrie, "and usu-
he started studying, and after al ly needs more than one ses-
written and practical exams, be- sion, lasting about 3/ 4 hour, to 

quote a Mr. Woodward who 
turned to Reflexology when, on 
jumping off some scaffolding he 
suffered a spur in his heel. After 
X-Rays revealed the calcium 
chip, which doctors said needed 
an operation, Reflexology treat
ment screened the calcium back 
into the bloodstream after a few 
visits. 

Mrs. Freda Bi rch of Pelsall 
Road went initially because she 
couldn't lift one arm properly, 
and had spent £100 visiting an 
osteopath, had physiotherapy, 
and even tried acupuncture, all 

to no avail, but a visit to Barrie 
cured her first time. "I carry on 
now, because I live quite a hectic 
life" said Freda, "and a session 
every Friday, gets me through 
the week. My son also found it 

·eased his tension enormously 
when he was sitting his exams." 

My wife decided to be the 
Gazette guinea pig and tried a 
session, and reported how 
stress rel ieving it was and quite 
a pleasant sensation, so much 
so, she's booked to go again. So 
if you've got a persistent health 
problem, you know whereto go. 

came a qualified Reflexologist feel any benefit, but I've had r--------------------------
twelve months later. some marvellous resu lts with 

Reflexology is a foot massage many people, and some just like 
dealing with the principal that to keep coming after I've 
there are reflexes in thefeet rela- fi nished treatment, just to relax 

Tenants' Association 
tive to every organ in the human because apart from anything Tenants of Deakin Avenue and 
body, and was practised by the else, Reflexology is quite a Watling Street fl ats, Brownhills, 
Egyptians as early as 2330 B.C. pleasant feeling and results in a held their first meeting, at 
and is shown on wall paintings general feeling of wel l be ing, but Brownhills Community School 

"The Labour Party is totally 
committed to the formation of 
Tenants and residents Groups 
and believes that col lective 

in excavated tombs. I always stress that not everyone recently, to consider setting-up action is far more effective than 
The idea was recaptured by get satisfactory results, but the their own Tenants' Association. individual action. 

Dr. William Fitzgerald in the successes far outweigh the fai- Present at the meeting were 
early 1900's calling it zone lures, the best responses being Mr. Graham Walker, Labour 
therapy, then taken up by Eunice from sufferers of depressions, Candidate in the forthcoming 
Bingham and being introduced panic attacks, anxiety and any local elections, and Councillor 
to Britain by Doreen Bayley in stress related problems." Doug Toml inson. 

"By presenting their argu
ments in a co-ordinated fashion 
it is more likely that they will be 
listened to." 

the1950'swhosetupherschool Mrs. J . Davy of Stonnall has Mr. Walker commented: TheGroup,whichwillbecome 
of Reflexology in London. been visiting Barrie for 2 years, "From speaking with residents it known as Deakin Avenue Ten-

The treatment is used primar- and swears by the treatment was obvious that many of them ants' Association {DATA) will 
ily for relaxing tension. Doctors "It's a wonderful feeling of well were dissatisfied with repairs to hold its first meeting atthe Com-
agree that over 75% of our being" she says "and after I got their homes and with the munity School, on March 13th at 
health problems can be linked to relief for a bad backache I still appearance and general envi- 7.30 p.m. to elect officers and 
nervous stress. By massaging carry on going." She goes on to ronment of the flats. adopt a constitution. 

~'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''v ~ ~ 

~ SKY TELEVISION INVITE YOU TO TAKE ~ 
~ ~ 

I A FREE 14 DAY HOME TRIAL i 
~ ~ 

~ OF SATELLITE TELEVISION ~ 
~ ~ 
~ NO DEPOSIT - NO INSTALLATION CHARGE - NO OBLIGATION ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ® ® ® ~ ~ *** ~ ~ * * ~ ~ EUROSPORT ~ 
~ * * ~ 
~ \~.\\S *** ('fi'te ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ Also currently available on the Astra satellite: ill! 
~ MTV EUROPE - Britain's only 24 hour music channel. . ~ 
~ THE CHILDREN'S CHANNEL - The ultimate in children's entertainment. i 
~ SCREENSPORT - Global action from over 50 sports. ~ 
~ LIFESTYLE - A unique blend of daytime viewing for women . ~ 
~ illl! 

~ For further details of Free Home Trial Offer and to find out how inexpensive ~ 
~ ~ ~ Satellite TV Rental can be directly through Sky contact your local representative on ~ 

~ Cannock (0543) 570217 Sundays, Mondays or Evenings i 
~ ill! i!\,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,'t 
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