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12p WHEN SOLD 
6,000 HOUSEHOLDS AND 
BUSINESSES MONTHLY Carnival Day - See story page 7 

CALLOUS CLOSURE OF JOB CLUB 
Job club members at Brown

hills Activities Centre were stun
ned last month when a decision 
to close it down, was sprang on 
them out of the blue. 

The club is run to assist the 
unemployed to find work ):>y, 
providing members with 
stat ionery, use of telephone, 

newspapers, photo copier, tea 
and coffee, etc. and job slips, 
collecteq1Jrom the job centre. 
l;hese facilities have been with
drawn and members told that · 
they will have to travel to Walsall 
from no.w one. 

Mr. Price the raining Agen
cies Regional 0 icer from Bir-

mingham Employment Office 
told the Gazette that the 12 
month contract to run the club 
had expired and having looked 
at the performance in Brown
hills, it was decided that a grea
ter need existed in other areas. 

HHowever" he stated · 
" Everyone at the Brownhills 

The Activities Centre on the bridge, home of The Job Club- Well it was! 

club will be given a personal 
interview, and travelling 
expenses to Walsall will be 
paid." 

Brown hills Community 
Association have been running 
the club, and applied for the 
renewal of their contr'act at the 
beginning of J une. They were 
then notified on the 25th June 
that the contract would end on 
the 29th. Members w ere 
informed on the 27th. 

Mr. Alan Jarrett Head of the 
Comprehensive School said, "In 
return for the contract the Com
munity Association must 
guarantee a through flow of 12 
to 15 members per intake (every 
t hree w eeks). t hese being 
directed to the club from the Job 
Centre after a Restart Interview. 
That f igure has rarely been 
reached, but has, till now, 
always been acceptable to the 
Employment Agency. 

Mr. J arrett wonders if t here 
ha s been a decision to centralise 
all provisions, and asks " Do they 
appreciate the fif.lancial prob
lems of the unemployed in 
travelling to Walsall. It can come 
to £7 a week, which they must 
find, and then wait t ill God · 
knows when, for reimburse
ment." 

Brown hills C.A. has offered to 

Cont'd on page 2 
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Job Club 
from page 1 

help any Job Club members, in 
difficulties if they need it. 

In the meantime they are 
applying to the European Social 
Fund through W.M.B.C. for 
money to establish an 
Unemployed Persons Group at 
the Community School. In addi
tion to the help given in seeking 
a job the intention is to offer 
creche facilities, retaining in 
new technologies, and basic 
nursery and communication 
skills if needed. 

"What has really upset us is 
the callous way we have been 
treated" complained member 
Mr. Hickman. "There are about 
35-40 of us here, and we were 
getting all kinds of help, such as, 
basic education, and how to pro
duce C.V's, and to kick us out at 
two days notice, is typical of the 
treatment we get out in the for
gotten land of Brownhills. 

Councillor Graham Walker 
has been notified by the Gazette 
and is in contact with Mr. Price, 
and we intend sending this 
months copy to M.P. for 
Aldridge/Brownhills Mr. Richard 
Shepherd. 

Saturday July 14th was a very important day for the Sugar Craft 
Guild of Brownhills. The mayor and mayoress of Walsall opened the 
Guild's very own exhibition of their handy work, for all to see at the 
Church Hall, Vicarage Road. 

A little preparation towards this event was staged on Wednesday 
July 4th. When a lady, known as 'Sally', demonstrated her delicately 
decorative skills with icing and ribbons on a cake, which were laid on 
so smoothly and expertly that it would seem a crime to actually eat it. 

Sadly, due to a combination of terrible weather and England's 
World Cup semi-final (admit it girls you were upset too), there were 
only arol!nd eighteen women attending the demonstration. Let's 
hope a lot more people turn up to the exhibition, no matter what 
weather we endure, or enjoy. Gary Dingle 

For further details on 
Advertising and Editorial 
Telephone (0543) 452840 

or 021·776 7101 

OGLEY HAY JUNIOR SCHOOL 

A sponsored 'Fun Run' around the school, with many entrants 
wearing Fancy Dress, will mean lots of new books for the school 
library, which is being refurbished w ith the help of Walsall Library 
Service. 

Meanwhile, children in Mrs. Carol Drew' s class were filling a huge 
bottle with spare coins. The resulting £40.00 was presented to the 
Rainbow House Childrens Hospice which is being built in Walsall. A 
model of the hospice was left for display in the school and Class 4D 
received the schools gold cup for their much appreciated efforts! 

The school environment has been brightened over the last few 
weeks by the addition of new garden areas and indoor plants in the 
corridors. Outside, herb, alpine, heather and conifer beds have been 
planned, prepared and planted by the children, under Mrs. Margaret 
Hill's guidance. Inside, flowering cacti and a variety of indoor plants 
flourish due to the special care of chi ldren of Years 5 and 6. Money 
for the project has been provided by Walsall Council's 
Environmental Fund. 

Getting bigger 

Younger members of the school have been learning about 
growing of a different kind as part oftheir work this term on 'Getting 
Bigger'. The children in Mrs. Christine Fletcher's and Mr. David 
Tipler's Year 3 classes are presently anxiously watching the twelve 
eggs which are incubating in their classrooms. This week four chicks 
have hatched and the children are looking forward to caring for 
these. They are watching the rest of the eggs with growing 
excitement. Thanks to Shire Oak School for the loan of the two 
incubators. 

As a school year draws to its close the school will be saying 
'Goodbye' to Mr. Tipler, who has taught at Ogley Hay Junior School 
forover twenty years. Best wishes for a happy retirement go to him. 

It has been a busy time forthe children of Ogley Hay Junior School 
in Brownhills. Fund raising ideas galore, including classroom sales 
of home-made cakes, books and toys, raffles and non-uniform week, 
raised £680.00 for the BARNARDOS Cystic Fibrosis Fund. Part of the 
money went to a special holiday fund which provides much 
appreciated breaks for the children who suffer from this illness. 

Ogley Hay pupil waiting for eggs to hatch 

~ 
~~~ ~ 

~~~ ~~~-~~ 
''The Cat's Whiskers'' 

a~ -~ • ~" 
'~YJ \~. ~ ... ~ 
v ~~\. ~'\ ... ~ 

~fl.,~ 
'1>~ 

PET SHOP 

If you're looking for a Gorilla or a Lion or Giraffe or 
animals out of the ordinary, like a Hyena that 
doesn't laffe, well were very very sorry we just 
haven't got the space, but if it's domestic pets your 
after "The Cat's Whiskers" is the place. 

('The Cat's Whiskers" 1, CHURCH ROAD, BROWNHILLS 0543 360668 

For free friendly service and advice call and meet Sue and Sally '-
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Diane Thomas of BMS Shire 
Oak Community School 
e.xpenenced the trip of a life
time o~er the Easter holidays, 
1~-hen she and her family went 
on holidav 10 Florida. 

..... -------~-------------"" the site of the most beautiful 

THE MAGIC OF 
FLORIDA 

vegetation one can imagine 
from different parts of the 
world, and of course Sea 
World, with its vasl numbers of 
killer whales, sharks and dol
phins. After -lea1·ing Manchester 

Airpon on a somewhat chilly 
earl} morning /light, Diane 
flt!)l.' in to Orlando Airport to a 
far warmer clime - 7'2° to be pre
cise. 

A good night's sleep Later, 
Diane and her family made the 
journey along the highway 
•\·hich led 10 Disney World. 
What an experience! Disney 
World is nor as Diane 
imagined, merely one Large 
park. Tht: uct11al sire houses The 
.\Jagic Kingdom, the Epcot 
CerJtre and the M.G.M. 
Studio~. each and every one an 
etpcrience in itself 

The \tagic Kingdom is a 
Jarry tale come true with 
palac~. paddle steamers, a 
ricke1y railroad and Mickey 
; 1,fouse's Birthday Lane. Child
ren and adults alike gazed in 
a~e al che sights they beheld 
from the air and as rhey walked 
around the theme park. So 
many of the characters from the 
world of Walt Disney came ro 
life in the Grand Parade and the 
carnival a1mosphere was one 
which once rasted would never 
be forgotten. 

From the world of cartoon 
characters inro the world of the 

mind of its mentor musr have 
been a mind indeed. 

The third park Diane visited 
is perhaps as famous as the 
Magic Kingdom, M.G. M. 
Studios. This was Diane's 
favourite in that within this area 
the visitor becomes part of the 
scenes used in the films Walt 
Disney directed. The walk into 
the Wild West Town, the sets 
used for the Indiana Jones 
epics, and the life-like dummies 
of the characters admired by the 
many film goers, all these are 
marvels lO behold and 
memories which will not be for
gotten. The World of Disney is 
for the young and old alike and 
the cost of entry, although 
expensive, was judged by Diane 
ro be well worth the financial 
outlay involved. 

Diane pointed out when she 
was recalling her memories of 
her holiday, that although rhe 
visit to Disney was perhaps the 
hi-light, Florida itself contains 
many more wonders. There is 
Typhoon Lagoon, a vast 
expanse of water which is well 
worth a visit. Busch cardens, 

,,,,,, 
~ Brownhills Cleaning Centre 7 Hand :;:nished Dry Cleaning 

CURTAINS SERVICE 
95p 

PER POUND WASHES 

25 RAVEN COURT, BROWNHILLS, 
TEL: 0543 374979 

future. The Epcot Centre 
impressed Diane considerably. 
Here, it was possible robe taken 
through a human body via its 
bloodstream, even to enter into 
a human brain to become a mic
rocosm. This experience was lit
erally 'out of this world' accord
ing to Diane and so very realis
tic. It was a previously unex
perienced journey, and the 

Yes, Diane's visit to Florida 
was certainly a comprehensive 
one, and she saw some of the 
most wonderful sights. Would 
she made a return visit? Yes, 
without a doubt was the 
response, but she would advise 
anyone contemplating this to 
allow more than 2 weeks. It is 
impossible to do Florida justice 
in just fourteen days-such is its 
magic. 

B1ownhlll1 
Gla11 Co. ltd. 

WALSALL ROAD , WALSALL WOOD 
WALSALL 

YOUR LOCAL GLASS SPECIALISTS 

MIRRORS ·FREE 
TABLE TOPS ·DELIVERY OF 
ROOFLIGHTS ·GLASS CUT 

SAFETY GLASS ·TO SIZE 

VISIT OUR MIRROR SHOWROOM 

Tel: 0543 371768 
0543 378986 

Fax: 0543 372134 

NORTON CANES GREYHOUND 
STADIUM 

For a great night out, with a difference 
FIRST RACE 7-30- LAST RACE 10.00 

STRONG BETTING MARKET 
BARS AND RESTAURANT 

Racing Monday Wednesday and Friday 

HEDNESFORD ROAD 
BROWNHILLS 
TEL: 0543 277445 
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CONSERVATORY BARGAIN -
O~!!~!;ARC, ~/,,~~l~.~~- ~~~~~~, ·l.i: 

4mm Double Glazed Safety ·\ I, 
Glass throughout 

I •I ,I 
16mm Triple wall 

polycarbonate in Bronte and 
Clear 

Four opening lights and 
tilt-and-slide patio door 

ii :, I . I ,I 

~~_t Y? 
·-~?~~'· 
Bft x I Oft-. .. . -: -::-_--~-

All-in maintenance-free uPVC Only £ 2,945 totally reinforced 
Other varieties available 

Security locking throughout Also Georgian Gorden Room 

Installed totally start-to-finish Victorian From £3,400 
by our own men From £3,800 

The above prices are completely genuine and are inclusive of 
fitting. 

There are no extras: Different designs available 

l REMEMBER WE PRINT OUR PRICES 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY 

OFFER 
First four conservatories 0°/o free credit 

for 12 months 
Finance available including no deposit and four 

months deferred 

80 SALTERS ROAD, WALSALL WOOD, 
WALSALL. WEST MIDLANDS. TEL: 0543 371322 

Traditional Home Cooked Food 
LUNCHTIME 

Cottage Pies, Steak and Kidney, Chicken 
and Mushroom, Lasagne, Chilli Con Carne 

or Beef Strogonoff ~ 
Freshly Cooked Daily 

THE BIG STEAK NIGHTS 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday Night Steak Specials 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 
Roast Beef, Pork, Chicken or Duck 

Children w elcome 

~ 
'\-} 

Alma's Pantry for the best in Home Cooking 

Retirement Party -

BROWNHILLS CO-OP CHORAL SOCIETY 

On Wednesday, 13th June 1990, a Retirement Party was held in the 
Lounge of Shire Oak Community School, in order to say "farewell" 
to two retiring members - Founder Member Jack Pearce, after 40+ 
years of service, and it's present Chairman and Conductor Deryck 
Langford, after some 30+ years at the helm. 

Jack, a Brownhills man, was a member of the original Choir 
formed by the locally known musician, George Fullelove. Now in his 
75th year, Jack feels that it is time to make way for younger voices. 
He was thanked by Deryck - following the presentation of cut glass 
and a Methodist Hymn Boole - for his faithful service both as a 
chorister and a solo singer. 

The Vice-Chairman, Jean Watson, followed by Mrs. Doreen Shaw, 
Chairman of the Co-<Jperative Society Member Relations 
Committee, both presented gifts on behalf of their respective 
organisations. to Oeryclc. He was thanked for his loyal support and 
leadership - made even more enduring due to his strong and 
extremely friendly personality. 

Ineffectual leadership 

For a period following the death of George Fullelove, the Choir 
tended to stagnate under ineffectual leadership prior to Deryck 
taking over. Both he and the Choir then struggled, and during the 
next 30 years, following hard work and determination, achieved 
many successes. Perhaps the most important of these was achieving 
3rd Prize in the Llangollen International Eisteddfod on the 8th July 
1977, against stiff opposition from som e 19 Choirs from all over 
Europe. 

It was hoped that Deryck would, again, take the Conductor's baton 
on occasions in the future and, whilst thanks were bestowed upon 
him and Jack, expressions of best wishes and promise of support 
were given to Deryck's successor, Larry Smith. 

Rear of Garden Store 

CHESTER ROAD 
ALDRIDGE 

LARGE SELECTION 
OF TROPICAL FISH 

AQUARIUMS AND CABINETS 
AND A FUU. RANGE OF 

ACCESSOR IES IN STOCK 

--

Chester Road Aquatics 
VISIT US OR PHONE: -.a;.. 

021 • 352 0871 



A phone call last month from 
Gary Grant and Robert Yates of 
Wessex Close, sent to us to have 
a look at the cemetery in Bar
netts Lane "'llhich featured in our 
February Ecfltion. It appears that 
the lads have responded to a bit 
of pushing from the Rev Thomas 
and given up some time, to have 
ago at c earing the place up. 
The·r efforts have really 
improved the look of the old part 
and ·f a ~ew more volunteers can 
be rooerl in it j ust shows what 
can be done. A start can now be 
'"Tlade o,, the Gt. Charles Street 

- site ~ey've made great 
strides· said the Rev Thomas 
·ard the church is most grate
fu •. 

Rng the vicar on Brow nhills 
373128 if you can spare a few 
hours with a pair of grass clip
pers. 

BAPTISMS 
3rdJune: 

A much improved JJarnetts Lane cemetery 

FUNERALS 
31stMay: 

Stephen Lloyd Dallaway son of Andrew and Penny Ann 
Dallaway. 

William Joseph Birch (75 yrs) Late of 2, St. James Walk. 
15thJune: 

lee James Faultless son of John David and Julie Barbara 
Faultless. 

Rosena Dorothy Smith (78 yrs) Late of 56, Si lver Birch Road, 
Norton Canes 

WEDDINGS 
2ndJune: 
Andrew John Hill and Bridgette Jane Mccandless 
9th June: 
Jeffrey Meeham and Sharon Rosina Hartland 
Paul Andrew Bryan and Lesley Ann Bailes 

END OF 
ROLL 

CARPETS 
NOW JN 
STOCK 

19thJune: 
Alfred Severy Pallatina (78 yrs) Late of 8, Albion Road 
22ndJune: 
Mary Jane Greenhough (90 yrs) Late of 25, Poplar Avenue 
25thJune: -
Harriet Evelyn James (80 yrs) Late of 120, Catshill Road. 

LARGE SELECTION OF 
QUALITY RUGS 

TO CHOOSE FROM 
NOW IN STOCK 

VINYL 
REMNANTS 

NOWIN 
STOCK 

18 SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, 
BROWNHILLS 
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The Health Shop 
For all your 

Supplements 
Healthilife, New Era, 

Life Plan etc. 
Body Building 

Ultimate Nutrition 
Body Power etc. 

Herbs, Spices, Pulses, 
Teas, Honey and Jams, 

Brans, Soya Meats, 
Dried Fruits, 

And also your Home Brew Specialists 

19 SILVER COURT 

BROWN HILLS 

TEL: 0543 3727 42 

Open 6 Days 9 am - 6 pm 

!5(h})he World Famous@ 

~ 50pSHOP f 1 
37 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

TEL:360482 
3 Pin flugs Car Mats · Ant Killer Footballs 

50p 50p £1.00 £1.00 
Each Each Good Results Each 

Musical Cards Brown Parcel Magic Mops • Metallic 5Qp Tape 
Gift Wrap 

£1.00 £1.00 
Each 5 Q P Roll Pack 3 Rolls 

Fly Spray Press-on 
Table Tennis Hand Towels Towels 2 Pks for 

50~ 50p £1.00 £1.00 
Can Regular Size Each 

Tennis Balls 
Large Glass 5Tone Sunglasses 
Ash-Trays Twirling Pipes 

f~r50p 50p £1.00 £1.00 
Choice of Colour Many Styles 

Each l 
, Also branches at 

BLOXWICH 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

1,000'S OF BARGAINS BILSTON 
BRIERLEY HILL ARRIVING DAILY 

CLEVELAND STREET. 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Chesher the clown with Susan Davies, aged 4, 
at the Bro wnhills Carnival 

FOR ALL YOUR 
- FREEZER 

REQUIREMENTS 
;00 

with friendly service 
- call in to see 
Ray Williams f 

Family Butcher 
28 Silver Court, Brown hills Telephone: Brownhills 360910 

,; ,"~~tll,._l CRA~.y~ 
SHIPMENT OF 3' ' 

AFRICAN FINCHES JUST ARRIVED !(( 
INDIAN RINGNECKS 
PENNANTS 
ALLOTHERTYPESOF 
BIRDS AVAILABLE 
GOLDEN PHEASANTS 
WATERFOWL 

BURMESE PYTHONS 
INDO"ESIMI GIANT 

TREEFROCS 

OTltERSPEClESOF 
REPTlLESAVAILABLE 

DOMESTICATED PETS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

Mealworms, Locust, Crickets, White Bait 
Pinkies etc. Always in stock 

Frozen Meat, Pet Goods, Hutches, Cages and Tanks 
Helpful and friendly advice 

2 SILVER COURT, 
HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

Tel: (0543) 376363 
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Inner 
Wheel 

She/field School of Dancing Float at the Carnival. Photo on page one_ shows ~arnival Queen Miss 
Donna Jackson and Carnival Attendant Miss Carolcne Moms 

This year we held our Annua l 
Fellowsh ip meeting at the Nag's 
Head Restau rant, Burntwood, 
when we invited members of 
Clubs in our Districtto join us for 
an evening of Fellowship. We all 
enjoyed a buffet supper, which 
was followed by an interesting 
film show. At our April meeting 
we al l took plants which we had 
ra ised ourselves and these were 
sold and the proceeds sent to 
the Royal Commonwealth Soci
ety for the Blind, to help run eye 
camps to enable common
wealth people to have sight 
restoring operations. A Sunday 
lunch was held at the home of 
Rotarian Bill and Doreen Brown 
at their lovely home in Pelsall 
Road. Members provided salads 
and home-made sweets, and in 
the lovely summer weather we 
were able to sit outside in the 
garden and enjoy a lovely buffet 
lunch. Proceeds from the day 
went to the Arthritis and 
Rheumatism Research Council. 
Our annual outing was a visit to 
Chatsworth House t o see the 
house and gardens, when all 
present enjoyed a lovely day 
out. 

An unauthorised float 
designed as an anti poll tax cam
paign w as quickly given the 
order of the boot, at the start of 
Brownhills Carnival. Banners on 
the float claiming STUFF THE 
POLL TAX were ordered to be 
removed by the organisers, 
Burntwood and Brownhills 
Round Table, acting on police 

advise, but the float was with
drawn instead. The procession 
then proceeded without a hitch, 
and apart from chilly weather, it 
was the start of a full and event
ful day. 

The theme this year was pan
tomime, and IN SHOPS from 
Brownhill~ Boulevard won best 
float, after choosing Snow 

LOW GO 

ll 
T 
s 

* s 
H 
I 
R 
T 
s 

* 

Speedo Swimwear from £6.99 

Ron Hill Tracksters and Shorts 

from£6.99 

Aerobic wear from £10.99 

Shell Suits from £22. 99 

Party Plan enquiries to: 

Lynne at 

LOW CO 

Tel: (0543) 452145 

White as their topic, receiving 
£30 in cash as their reward. The 
street collection raised £200 for' 
charitv. 

Donna Jackson 21 , of Dudley 
was this years Queen, and she 
took part in the judging along 
with the Mayor of Walsall Mal
colm Barton and Round Table 
Chairman John Bowen. Mrs. J.M. Lane 

Window ·Bargain of the Year 

a a ill ru BtJ E:1 
f14& £208 £255 £285 £298 £292 

There's no catch, these prices are 
completely genuine and fully 

inclusive of fitting and delivery 

Finance available, written quotations on 
request subject to status. Our wide range of 
instalment schemes include no deposit and 
nothing to pay for four months 

REMEMBER WE PRINT OUR PRICES . 

Special Offer for July 
Interest-Free Credit on 

every order of four 
windows or more 

Double 
Guarantee 

~~ 
from the Birmingham 

Plastics Window 
Federation 

•FANTASTIC 
OFFERS ON 

BOWS, BAYS, PATIO DOORS 
• NEW uPVC FRONT 
DOOR FROM £360 

OUR PRICE ~ROMISE 
If you con get a cheaper written 
guote within seven days of ordering 
from High-Lite Windows for the 
same materials and quality of 
installation, we will refund the 

difference! 

SHOWROOM OPEN 
&DAYS 

FREE SURVEY ANO QUOTATION 
CALL MR FIX·IT 

Glass anc;J Glazing 
Service 

We repair all types of 
double glazing sealed units, 

windows ond gaskets. 
If you hove o fault and !he 
company is no longer 
available, please give us o 

coll . 
Prices sub;ecr to survey 

High· Lite 
WINDOWS 

Installers of up-marlret Windows 
and Doors 

80 SALTERS ROAD 
WALSALL WOOD, WALSALL 

WEST MIDLANDS 
Telephone: (0543) 371322 
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You may remember that in 
our April Edition we wrote an 
article on Bill Shaw going to 
Australia for a family re-union. 
Almost before Bill was back 
home we had a letter from his 
brother Ken who emigrated in 
1974. 

It was quite a long and 
interesting one and although 
not having space for it all at once 
here's the first part. 

Dear Sir, 
I too was born on the Island in 

1927 and spent an enjoyable 
childhood, when Clanger brook 
was clean enough to drink and 
you could fallow the fish to the 
sewerage works. All this was 
changed about the start of the 
war when the sewerage pipe 
carrying Brownhills effluent was 
broken somewhere on the Spot 
Common and a beautiful brook 
and pool were completely con· 
taminated and I remember pul
ling fish out 213 feet long gasp
ing for air. From there it was all 
downhill, with floods which 
destroyed all the houses from 
the old railway line to Stathams 
corner and with mining subsi
dence the village was just about 
written off. I lived in the area 
when first married, before mov
ing to She/field, working as a 
miner at Gt Wyrley No 3, got 
buried in a roof fall, multiple 
injuries put me off work for four 
years. Injury classed as an act of 
God, so no compensation, went 
to college and then worked at 
the Gas Board, Waterworks, 
Streetly Works. I got involved 
with the Community committee, 
Secretary of the football team 
and as a referee, but after get
ting made redundant a couple of 
times, we decided to follow our 
eldest daughter out to Australia. 
Our youngest daughter and hus
band made the same decision, 
but all of us were turned down 
for assisted passages, but came 
out anyway in 1974. 

That was before the Visa sys
tem was introduced in 75, 

It will be original 
Totally exclusive 

It will be something 
for a lifetime 

Yes the Perfect Gift 
. , TELEPHONE: CHRIS ON 

: ! BROWNHILLS 376134 

~ WALS ... ~~ ..... , 

mainly in retaliation when the 
U.K. joined the European Com
munity and made Australians 
aliens. People who had sent 
most of their men to two world 
wars, where many paid the sup
reme sacrifice to a country many 
had never seen, but was known 
as the Mother country. During 
and after the war, Australia 
found out how little the U.K. 
really cared about them and the 
Yanks were only too glad to take 
a firm foothold. Thousands of 
Britains emigrated on the £10 
passage scheme and many 
returned after their mandatory 2 
years, not able to stand the cli
mate, but mainly because they 
had no idea of what they were 
coming to and expecting it to be 
like England just because they 
spoke a similar language. 
Known as Porns, many settled 
down to a good life, but the 
many who returned knocked 
everything and everybody and 
thats how the whinging pom 
name got stuck on to us all and 
still rates today. 

Ken Shaw. 
DeeWhy2099 
Australia 

Remember 
Bill Barnett 

Who could forget such a 
devoted person, always very 
unassuming but a person who 
helped shape the lives of many 
of todays parents who in their 

·youth attended the Brownhills 
Youth Club. One other person 
who helped Bill in so many ways 
was Miss Bolton who my three 
daughters, each married with 
two children each, remember 
both of them with very fond 
affection. 

My wife and I both helped the 
Youth Club, may I say in a very 
small way, I was on the Commit
tee along with many others and 
my wife and I helped on the var
ious 20 mile walks around Can
nock Chase by acting as Mar
sha/ls and making tea at the var
ious check points. On each one 
Bill was amongst the walkers 
and may I say he always enjoyed 
his cup of tea, then valiantly car
ried on with the walk. 

If Brownhills Council had 
done as much as Bill did for the 
Youth of Brownhills we would 
today have a fine area. 

When Bill retired, after a 
period of time, he was asked to 
attend a small re-union of mem
bers of the youth club. He natur· 
ally assumed this was to be a 
small gathering, but the Com
mittee invited a room full of 

grateful people. When Bill 
arrived he was overcome with 
emotion, particularly when he 
was presented with a gift and 
responded with a speech, which 
I think left most people in the 
room with moist eyes. 

Of all the people I have 
associated with in Brownhills 
since 1961 Bill Barnett is one 
person who will always stand 
out in my memory, and in my 
estimation some more fitting 
tangible proof of his achieve
ments should be erected in 
Brown hills. I also feel that for his 
service to the youth not only of 
Brownhills should be recog
nised by being included in the 
Queens Honours List. 

In conclusion I would like to 
say a big thank you to Bill for 
helping my wife and I in shaping 
the lives of my daughters who 
have all grown up to become not 
only responsible people but 
treating us with the greatest 
respect. In paying tribute ta Bill I 
must also thank Miss Bolton, 
who I am sure Bill could not have 
asked for a better assistant in 
running the Brownhills Youth 
Club which will never be forgot
ten. 

A personal message to Bill 
Barnett and Miss Bolton, may 
you both have every happiness 
in the future, in repayment for 
what you achieved in helping 
the youths of Brownhills. 

Kind regards. 
(Mary and Ray Breaicwell} 

DearS'r, 
My wffe and I look forward 

every month to your Gazette. 
We think it gives a lot of local 
news, which I don't get myself 
as I have a 'hinge in each knee' 
and have been unable to get out 
myself while awaiting opera
tions. It is certainly well set up 
and interesting. 

The article about Mr Barnett 
(June Edition) brought back 
memories of the help he gave to 
our Hy/a John Holland Club, 
through Mr Sam Barber and 
myself, by attending our meet
ings at the Old Top Club, and 
giving a lot of advice. 

We wanted a club of our own 
and as the old Civil Defence 
building had been empty for 
years decided to apply for use of 
it. We were certainly not youth 
material, being nearly 70. With 
Mr Barnetts help and a Jot of 
meetings with council officials, 
we were successful, and formed 
our own committee, and during 
the 10 years that the wife and I 
spent at the club, he always took 
an interest in our progress. 

We are glad he is enjoying his 
retirement and hope he will con
tinue to enjoy good health, as 
we are, but sorry we have Jost a 
few of our old school pals. 

We wish you the best for the 
Gazette, and we hope it con
tinues for a long time giving us 
the service that it does. 

Yours faithfully, 

A.E. Jobbums 

Can You Help 
the Guides 

Local Guides are asking more 
women to " Give a Little Time to 
Guiding" as part of a national 
campaign to recruit adult lead
ers to help with Rainbows, girls 
aged 5-7 years, Brownies aged 
7-10 years, Guides aged 10-14 
years and Rangers aged 14-18. 

The amount of time any one 
person can offer varies greatly 
and this time doesn't need to be 
on a regular basis. In return for 
this time we offer the opportun
ity to make new friends, gain 
new interests and to help girls to 
reach their full potential and 
become worthwhile members 
of the community. 

We have two basic needs one 
is for uniformed Guiders to run 
units and this involves one even
ing a week during school term 
and time to prepare for these 
meetings. There are also occa
sional extra meetings and 
weekend events. 

Se<:0nd ., Ne need people to 
suppon these .mits in many dif
ferent ways. Treasurers, Badge 
testers and people willing to 
give of their time, knowledge 
and slcills. We can use almost 
any ski peop e can offer and we 
can often d iscover skills people 
didn't know they had. 

The Guiding Association is 
running this national campaign 
aiter realising that Guiding 
needs more help. We have never 
before sought help but have 
always relied on people 
approaching us. 

The progressive attitude 
towards Guiding now requires 
that we go out and seek more 
people from the local commun
ity willing to ulend a hand" . 

If you are interested or just 
require more information please 
contact: Mrs A. Ward, Walsall 
26837. 



Derek's cycle 
fund-raiser 
to France 

._____nets £4,000__. 
Walsall engineering shop 

foreman, Derek Everton's recent 
740 mile cycle marathon from 
Brown hills to Genoble in France 
has raised £4,000 for Guide 
Dogs for the Blind. 

Derek's work colleagues at 
spray equipment manufactur
ers, Binks-Bullows Ltd., in 
Brownhills, raised most of the 
money by asking people to 
guess the exact distance of his 
journey. Closest was Christine 
Joyce, from another Brownhills 
firm, Barbright who, with a 
guess of 739 miles, was just one 
mile out Her prize? Dinner out 
for two. 

Paul Sweeney, who works in 
Binks service department, won a 
similar prize, for raising the 
most money - over £70. 

Derek's gruelling journey 
which started when he set out 

CLUB ~EWS 

25 Years for 
Brown hills 

Handicapped 
The Brownhills Fellowship for 

the handicapped was formed in 
September 1965. A small group 
of people got together and met 
at Watling Street School. 

The Megan Du Soisson 
Centre, Walsall Wood, where we 
are now based was opened on 
Saturday 16th November 1968 
by the President Elect, Mr. 
Leonard Mathews (Midland 
Controller A.T.V.) 

We meet every Tuesday night 
and had a 25th birthday party 
Tuesday 1 Oth July. 

from Binks on April 7 ended ten 
days later with a huge welcome 
in Grenoble from colleagues at 
Binks' associate company in 
France, Sames SA. 

"It was a memorable trip and 
I'm very gratefu l to everyone 
who sponsored me. The money 
will go towards the cost of train
ing four guide dogs for our local 
blind," said Derek, who lives at 
Spencer Drive, Chase Terrace, 
Walsall. 

Derek (46) started as an 
apprentice at Binks in 1960. He's 
married to Jean and has two 
girls, Jennine and Rebekah. 

Binks has been raising money 
for Guide Dogs since 1976. Rep
resentatives of the firm's man
agement, staff and suppliers 
were joined by the Lady 
Mayores~ of Walsall, Cllr. Mrs. 

Mrs. M. Hastelow, President, 
Mr. M. Barton, Mayor of Walsall, 
Mrs. J. Brevitt Chairman, Mrs. 

J. Barton, Lady Mayoress 

C.~C.tL &. C.O. 

l - .. 

Joan Barton, at a reception to 
honour Derek Everton, which 
was held at the company's 
sports and social club on Thurs
day, 5 July 1990. 

The cheque was received on 

behalf of the Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association, by its reg
ional controller, Mr. David Wil
son. Also present, together with 
his Guide Dog, Rosa, was local 
man, Mr. Martyn Anker. 

Townswomens Guild 
The ladies of Brownhills 

Townswomens Guild have had 
a busy and creative month. At 
the monthly meeting on June 
11th, Mrs. Wendy Habberley 
organised a flower arrangement 
·.., an unusual container compet
ition. They were all very good 
but members voted Mrs. Laura 
Walton (1st) and Mrs. Julia Wil
lett (2nd). The ladies were 
informed abouttheforthcoming 
outings to Granada TV, Cad
burys World, Wirksworth Fac
tory Shop and Lunch ir. Derby
shire and a weekend in Bruges in 
October. 

Then on Friday June 22nd 
Mrs. Iris Poxon organised a 
Fashion Show at The Methodist 
Church. The Show was by Jeans 
Fashions of Great Barr. A lot of 

local ladies attended the Show 
and thoroughly enjoyed them
selves. They were able to purch
ase items at the end of the Show. 
A Raffle raised £45 and the flow
ers for the hall were arranged 
and donated for the evening by 
Mrs. D. Cooper, a Guild 
member. 

The rehearsals for the Guild 
Variety Show are underway and 
are taking place at the Methodist 
Church, Silver Street. 

Next months meeting is at The 
Lichfield Suite, The Memo, on 
Monday, July 9th, when it is the 
Guild Birthday Party. All ladies 
of any age are very welcome, 
and we would be very happy to 
see you. 

Julia Willett 
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Shannel 

Footware 

Selection of Mens & 
Ladies Shoes ranging 
from £3.99 to £10.99 

Slippers from £1.99 pair 
or 2 for £3.50 

Specialise in baby shoes 
from sizes 0 to 6 

Fresh Start 
MOBILE CATERERS 

0902745225 
Tel: 0543 361365 

CALL AND TASTE 
OUR DELICIOUS 

HOME MADE 
CAKES, PASTRIES 
SAVOURIES AND 
FRESHLY MADE 
SANDWICHES 

AND ROLLS 

THE BOULEVARD 

It's surprising the number of 
goods that are on sale, in what 
was once a Tesco Supermarket. 
It's clean, warm and a friendlier 
bunch of Traders as you'll find 
anywhere. 

Odds are that if one hasn't got 
what you're after then they'll 
"Know a man who does" and 
point you in the right direction. 
They're like that in there. Why 
else would they go to all the time 
and trouble to organise a Tele
thon Charity recently that raised 
over £400. These are people that 
deserve our support. 

Cobbler's 
~,., 
\~J , While-U-Wait 

\ /\ Service 
'-<..__) 

Ladies' Heels 
£1.10a pair 

Keys Cut 50 pence 
Sharpening Service 

for Knives, Scissors etc: 

D. J. Goods 
In Stock 

A Good Selection of 
Small Household 

Requirements and 
Cosmetics 

,\, G.\ 
t1<' ' "'""'.,,_, __ - ""' 

OPENING HOURS are six 
days Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday 
9.00 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

c E N 

A-1 ELECTRICS 

1 st left on entering the 
Boulevard and you can cast your 
eyes on everything electical at 
A-I electrics. They stock an unbe
lievable range of lamps and 
lampshades, plus watches and 
clocks of all shapes colours and 
sizes. Need a new phone? 
Choose one here and while in a 
digital mood, how about a cal
culator? There's dozens to 
choose from. Still the list goes 
on kettles irons, radio cassettes, 
tapes, torches fans, and even 
sunglasses. The speciality act 
though, are the light bulbs with, 
shapes sizes and colours that 
I'm assured "You can't get cer
tain types, anywhere in Brown
hills, but here". So now you 
know, where to go. 

D.J. GOODS 

A comparative newcomer to 
the Boulevard is Dave Jones of 
Chasetown who only opened 4 
weeks ago. But by the look of his 
range of household goods, that 
Brownhills really needs, this ex 
continental coach driver is here 
to stay. 

From microwave oven-ware 
to a pair of shoe laces. From a 
pedal-bin - to a bottle of bleach, 
its all there tableware, kitchen 
ware, gadgets disinfectants, 
mop heads and flasks are all at 
Dave's, and his pride and joy is 
his unique display of perfumes, 
which he is enlarg ing upon. So 
come on girls, pop in and treat 

T R E s 
yourselves, its no good tra ipsing 
all over the place. It right here, 
on your doorstep practically. 

BOULEVARD 
CAFE&GRILL 

Would you believe there's a 38 
seater snack bar in the 
Boulevard? Well there is, and 
after a tiring shopping expedi
tion why not pop in and rest your 
legs while John and Veronica 
Wall attend to your needs. The 
couple who hail from Sutton and 
have 2 grown up children, have 
run the grill now for 14 months 
and are fast building a good 
reputation, a skill they learned 
when running the tea rooms at 
Aston Hall. 

John stressed that all thei r 
food is freshly cooked and they 
provide a varied menu from full 
breakfast, grills or sandwiches 
backed up by the usual teas, cof
fees, milk shakes etc; all at com
petitive prices. Its tucked in a 
secluded corner, seek it out, its 
worth it. 

SHANNEL FOOTWEAR 

ShannelFootwearhasbeen in 
operation for just over 12 
months and display an amazing 
range of footwear at even more 
amazing prices. 

Speakers or Squeakers, Shan
nel is for you. Baby shoes are 
their speciality with sizes from 0-
6. 

Soft shoes, for babies, christ
ening, or hard wearing ones to 
combat baby walker tow kicking, 

SELECT FURNISHINGS 

Wide selection of good 
quality Suites at reasonable 

prices. We can also supply all 
your Furnishing requirements 

Tel: 0543 452395 
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and when they are toddling 
you' ll always hear them with a 
squeak in the heels. The kids 
love'em. So save your shoes 

1 and shop local. You know it 
makes sense. Theres also a 
good choice of Ladies and Mens 
shoes to complete the range. 

FRESH START 

Bernadette Osborne of Tel
ford and Mary Rose Nwaka of 
Wolverhampton, both 23 are 
two enterprising lasses who 
after attending catering college 
for 3 years set up their own bus
iness in the Boulevard just 4 
weeks ago. 

The girls do all their own bak
ing at home and bring the bril
liant results here for us to 
savour. These include quiches, 
home baked cakes, pies and bis
cuits along with mouthwatering 
lemon meringue pie, rich cherry 
cake, apple and blackcurrant 
pies, flap jacks, rich chocolate 

c 
cakes and many more. They'll be 
selling bread and cheese shortly 
and intend to offer a take-away 
sandwich service. 

" If anyone wants a wedding 
cake or buffet putting on, call in 
and see us", said the girls. Is 
there no end to their talents. 

NITEUFE 

Peter Virgo took over at NITE 
LIFE 12 months ago and decided 
to give good value, a wide 
choice and quality goods, as his 
criteria in all aspects of lingerie 
and nightwear. Looking round at 
the fantastic display of his 
wares, how can you be sure that 
you're getting quality? Simple, 
because many of the lines that 
Peter sells are manufactured by 
himself, so not only is his quality 
assured but you've more than 
likely bought yourself an exclu
sive product, and ther's not 
many places you can say that 
about. 

Winning float at the Brownhills Carnival 

A 1 ELECTRICALS 
FROM CALCULATORS TO CLOCKS 

BATTERIES- BULBS 

You name it we've got it 

Video Cassettes from £1.99 
Watches from 99p 

Lamp Shades from £1.99 
lighters from £2.99 

Bulbs 4 for £1.00 

CALL IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELF 
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get them the best 

from Rodettes Pets 

Boulevard Caf e & Grill 

t! 
~} 

I 

-
* 

EATINORTAKEAWAY 

relax and enjoy a fresh cup of tea 
or coffee, served by our pleasant 

staff. Breakfast. Hot and cold 
sandwiches, grills served any time 

of day 

* 
0 2. \ '0 lo CS.\ "'2-"2. .... 

N ite Life b'C p" 

Large selections of Nightwear 
From £2.99 to £7.99 

Underwear, Briefs 
From £0.50 to £1.99 a pair 

\ 

Bra's 
From £2.99 to £4.99 

Half Slips 
From £0.99 to £2.99 

Bustiers 
From £1.99 to £3.99 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 
German Exchange 

"I was scared when I first arrived, but in the end it was brilliant". 
"Everywhere was so clean". 
"A lot of people lived in flats". 
"The family had more of a routine than ours". 
"I don't want to go home yet". 
These were some of the comments made by Brownhills School 

pupils after two weeks in Braunschweig, Germany, staying with 
German families. Braunschweig is a large town with a modern 
shopping-centre, some beautiful old buildngs and an efficient public 
transport system, including trams. As part of the organised 
programme all pupils went to Hanover (where we met Jochen, our 
German assistant again) as well as climbing the town-hall tower and 
visiting the famous Herrenhausen Gardens. We went to Celle, a town 
with a castle and a huge number of old half-timbered houses and 
Goslar where we had a guided tour in American English, before 
going for a lovely walk in the Harz Mountains. We also visited a 
nature reserve on the edge of Brunswick. Several of our pupils had 
the chance to visit East Germany and some have even brought back 
parts of the Berlin Wall. 

In the main, our pupils got on wonderfully well with their German 
hosts and are looking forward to the return visit in October. The 
group was accompanied by Miss Wright and Mr Sydenham. 

Another 
successful 

concert 
Brown hills Community 

School enjoyed another suc
cessful series of Summer Con
certs despite the outside attrac
tion of the semi-finals of the 
World Cup being played on both 
evenings. 

The school Orchestras and 
Choirs played to packed audi
ences on Tuesday and Wednes
day 6th and 7th July. Head of 
Music Mr Robert Nunn, and 
music teacher M iss Elaine Fer
guson put together a pro
gramme of wide variety and 
involved over 200 pupils from 
the school. 

The performance on Wednes
day evening was attended by 
the Director of Education, Mrs 
Dinah Tuck who complimented 
the school and its Music Depart
ment on its reputation for excep
tionally high standards. 

The concerts form part of the 

School and Community Associ
ation's Community Fortnight 
Programme which includes a 5-
a-Side Soccer Tournament, a 
Quiz, 60's Disco, and "It's a 
Knockout" Competitions. The 
programme ends on Saturday 
14th July with a Summer Bar
becue -tickets are available from 
the school office at the Deakin 
Avenue site or from Mrs Josie 
Marigold at the Community 
Office - telephone Brownhills 
452119. 

FLORIDA 
TRIP 

A group of parents, staff, ex 
pupils and friends of the Brown
hills School recently visited 
Orlando and Miami for a two 
week holiday organised by the 
School in conjunction with 
Unijet and Pickfords. 

A great time was had by all -
we saw Mickey Mouse at Dis
neyland, we visited Epcot 
Centre, Kennedy Space Centre -
with a shuttle on the launchpad -

we also went to Gatorland, Cyp
ress Gardens, Busch Gardens as 
well as to the super shopping 
centres - (the ladies had a won
derful time shopping!) 

The second week in Miami 
was a welcome rest sunning 
ourselves by the pool or the sea 
although we also made a few 
more trips- City Tour- Key Largo 
and the Everglades - AND more 
shops!!! Both hotels were very 
pleasantly situated, food was 
excellent and PLENTY of it. Our 
only disappointment was the 
weather on our first day - it 
rained, and rained, and rained, -
we thought we were back home! 
However the sun shone next day 
and soon brought smiles back to 
our faces. 

We are considering running 
the holiday again next May/June 
- anyone interested in having 
further information please con
tact Mrs Jackson at Brownhills 
School office telephone 
452886. 

EXAM 
CERTIFICATES 
Were you a student at 

Brownhills School? 
Did you collect your 
exam certificates? 

Storage is now a problem -
we have exam certificates 

from 1973 onwards - please 
collect YOURS from the 

School Office. 

PRIZE 
BINGO 

at 
Brownhills Activities Centre 

Thursday evenings· 7.30 p.m. 
Everyone welcome including children. 

Come along and join us. 
All proceeds to local charities 

Community Association 
Summer Holiday Programme 

During the Summer School Holiday period, Brownhills 
Community Association will be presenting the following 
programme of events. 

1. Summer Playschemes for the Under 11's only. 

Brownhills West JMI School - Weekdays 23rd July- 3rd August 
Ogley Hay Junior School - Weekdays 6th August - 17th August 
Clayhanger Community Centre - 20th August - 24th August 

All under 11 's welcome, NO CHARGE 

2. Sportsco Soccer Funweek - between Monday 6th August and 
Friday 10th August, taking place at Brownhills Community 
School, Deakin Avenue. 

Top Class Soccer Coaching by fully qualified FA coaches with 
competitions and gift vouchers. Awards and free Soccer Ball. It is 
available to the 7-14 year age range. boys and girls. Cost - £20. 
Apply to Sportsco Soccer Funweeks, Grove Terrace, Walsall WS1 
2NE 

3. Throughout the summer holidays, daytime sessions of 
TENNIS, and SQUASH w ill be available (50p for Juniors). 

4. Extra sessions of PUBLIC SWIMMING will take place on 
weekdays at 11.30 am - 1.30 pm between 23rd July and 17th 
August. Cost: Adults - 65p Juniors - 30p 

FOLLOW ME FOR ALL YOUR 
1 SPARE PARTS'! 

We Break over 100 Vehicles Weekly 
Escorts Mk 1, 2 & 3 Maestro 
Cortinas Mk 3, 4, & 5 Metro 
Fiestas Mk 1 Cavalier 
Granada's Mk 2 FWD 
VW Jetta, Polo, Golf Fiat, .Panda 

~·:-:«·:··· ·~:~~-;::::::~:::::~::~::~:;:;:;::::;::::::. 

CARS ALWAYS 
WANTED FOR 
CASH 

, TOP PRICES PAID 

r . . 

-USED TYRES.__ 
FITTED 

'WHILE-U-WAIT' 
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Our Kidz Fashion ShoW 

Brownhills Community 
School pupils really excelled 
themselves when staging a 
Fashion Show. The pupils' 
designed, made, and model
led a complete range of fash
ion wear, based on up to 
date issues like Camouflage, 
Green Issues, Trash, Street
wise and Indian. 

Staff, parents and local 
industry should be congratu
lated for all their help, advice 
and inspiration in making 
Our Kidz Fashion Show a 
huge success. 

Courtaulds provided all 

the material, David Richards 
Hair Design of Walsall did 
the hair of the 100 models. 
Light and So~nd Design pre
sented a superb light show, 
the Home Economics 
Department catered for all 
the guests. The Schools 
thanks go out to all the help 
on the night. 

"The pupils in the school 
once again demonstrated 
their creativity and everyone 
should be extremely proud 
of them" , said Dave Senior, 
Head of Art/Design. 

B. S.S. 
RESPRAYS 

Full 
Respray 
from 
£200.00 

Self 
prepared 
cars 
from 
£65.00 

Tel: CANNOCK 573421 

SPECTRUM MEDiCAL EYE CARE CENTRE 
DISPENSING OPTICIANS 

t-ec..'~ ~ ~~r 
Free home visits to tllelro~e-bound person 

Telephone: Brownhills 
(0543)360281 

115 HIGH STREET BROWNHILLSWS8 6HL 

A variety of fashionable frames 
all at competitive prices. 
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Brownhills High Street where 
have you gone 
Your family shops that in 
character shone, 
Once like a book with story to tell 
Right from the top with its Coun
cil House Bell, 
To some it was known as the 
th1 .Je face liar 
But to Jack Tabberer and hoss it 
was the call of a fire, 
When the bell tolled out its 
warning sound 
The feet of Jack and his steed 
day touch the ground, 
To the Council yard they both 
would fly 
Their fire fighting duties to 
deploy. 
On Lichfield Road corner stood 
the cake shop of Brewe's 
With grace and finesse and fine 
pastries to choose, 
Jack worked in the Bakery from 
dawn until three 
And still had time for duties with 
theA.R.P. 
For a hat that had style and hair 
tempting bliss 
The shop of Miss Bagnall was 
one not to miss. 
Bacon, fresh coffee, and grocery 
so super 
They were the fine stock of dear 
old Timm Cooper, 
John White's best leather, and 
shoes of renown 
Were sold by Gregories, top 
shop of town 
Then there was Joss of Harding 
fame 
Mole skin or corduroy, he knew 
the outfitting game, 
Jessops a chemist was there for 
the sick 
From yer toos to yer yed he 
knowed how yer ticked 
He could mix up a bottle or meek 
yersumsarv 
Pull out a bad tooth or the odd 
corn could carve. 
Birches and Bladons, Etha/ and 
Frank Poynton too 
Richards and Denning, Poxon's 
meat you could chew, 

A walk down 
Brownhills 
High Street 

Remember the cook shop with 
its nose tempting smell 
Beef dripping sandwiches, roast 
pork as well. 
The post office had its place of 
family fame 
For heritage of management 
carried Syd Lloyd's name. 
Now across the road of old 
Church Hill 
Where Timmy Johnson is shop 
did fill, 
Stood Robinsons Butchers and 
Masons Flowers 
Jellyman's bike shop for your 
peddling hours, 
Len Sadler would suit you from 
head to tail, 
Teasdale for fish with fresh sea 
scale. 
Freda King sold shoes, her dad 
mended soles, 
The next shop put oak boxes 
down six foot earth holes. 
Yes when life 's span, sadly came 
to an end 
The Woodhouse family their 
service would lend. 
Fashion came next of Bradbury 
fame 
Brother George and his sisters 
were top of the strain, 
Rogers fruit shop with character 
shone 
For the best in greengrocery he 
was the one. 
Remember the chip shop of dear 
Mrs Daft 
Chippin and frying to her was a 
craft 
Talking of craft Jack Princep was 
good 
Ironmonger and toys he was 
also craftsman with wood 
Diamonds or gold Jones and 
Bird knew the trade 

And then Mr. Dean with sweets 
his shop displayed. 
Now on Brickiln Corner where 
eater's shop stands 
Was once F/etchers clothes shop 
with styles oh so grand 
Down to the bottom to a white 
cold dream 
For everyone relished Selwyn 
Smith 's famed ice cream. 
We have walked a long way so 
lets take a rest 
At the old Anchor Bridge for 
beer at its best 
Feeling better? lets make our 
way back 
Our first memory call is of the 
wheel and the j ack 
For coach travel memories 
never to fail 
Were Glider tours run by old 
Dunn and Hale 
For firework, comic, newspaper 
or sweet. 
Young Toffy Roberts could 
always compete 
Rag and bone Scarrat had a field 
for a thrill 
Each time Pat Collins with his 
Fair Ground did fill. 
Talking of Fair Grounds there 
was shop of Robinson name 
Whose family repaired caravans 
and stalls for showmen of fame 
If you wanted music the 
keyboard to chop 
You weresureofabargainatthe 
old piano shop 
May Bevan for hair care Maisie 
Cockram too 
Medicine at Poxons was real 
good for you 
When flying pigeons or feeding 
pigs 
At Cockrams seed shop you 
could rely on old Syd. 

Martin Anker receives the cheque from Stephanie Lee at the Youth Club Disco, watched by 
club members 

If short of money and down on 
the rocks 
You could always pawn things 
with big Florrie Cox 
Davies and Tomlinson more 
shops for you 
And then Simpsons old Palace 
for pictures to view 
Now perhaps you were posh 
and owned a motor car 
There was no need to worry Bar
kers would see you go far 
Yes even old High Street could 
your needs entertain 
There was also the Regent with 
Jack Turner to reign 
Poutney fo r sweets, Gwilliam for 
clothes 
Fresh meat from Haines, James 
greengrocery and Roe's 
The toys of May Bevan, Salt's 
chips to make your lips smack 
And we must not forget the hair 
styles of Tommy the Black 
The Chapel of Wesley and 
Mount Zion too 
But you only drank ale from 
pubs one and two 
I'm sorry, I forgot, of pubs there 
were three 
The Warreners Inn and the top of 
the tree 
For I mentioned the Anchor ear
lier on 
But for brewery beer there was 
only one 
The Station Hotel of Roberts 
family fame 
For real good brewed beer they 
were best in the game. 
Well we have walked up and 
down the old Monkey Run 
Its seen hard times and tears and 
yet had some fun 
So lets rest for while on the old 
market site 
Once covered with stalls on 
Saturday night 
And full of nostalgia for High 
Street of old 
Thank God for our memories 
more precious than gold. 

AerReg. 

Each year Staff and Members 
choose a charity to recieve the 
benefit of their community fund 
raising project, and for the year 
1989-90 by general agreement 
•Guide Dogs for the Blindh was 
the beneficiary. 

As a result of various fund 
raising events including a spon
sored ascent of Snowdon a Staff 
versus Members Netball match, 
and a K.O. Darts tournament the 
grand total of £204.40 was 
raised. 

The cheque for the above total 
was presented at the regular 
club Disco on Wednesday 27th 
June 1990. 

The recipient on behalf of 
Guide Dogs is Mr Martin Anker 
with his guide dog Rosa. Our 
chosen charities for 1990-91 are 
Walsall Manor Hospital Cancer 
Ward and Rainbow House Hos
pice appeal, 
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BROWNHILLS ARCHIVES 
As we're showing photo's of 

this years carnival, we thought 
we'd stay on the theme for this 
months archives photo, which 
we have taken out of an actual 
1935 programme lent to us by 
Mrs. G. Ellson of Sadler Road. 
The queen is Miss Eileen Paget, 
whose mother I'm told was the 
local midwife, and was the first 
person to give me a clout on the 
backside. 

I wonder if Eileen or any of the 
attendants are still in the area 
and would l ike to get in touch 
with us. 

We can't print the old pro
gramme but I'd like to point few 
interesting details from it. 

Carnival Chairman was 
G.L.W. Bradbury & J . Johnson 
was Hon Sec. with D. Fullelove 
chairing the Entertainment 
Committee with C.E. Dening as 
Secretary. 

The procession moved off at 
3pm. from the Warreners Arms 
up Shire Oak into Walsall Wood 
back down Lindon Rd, up Ogley 
Road along Lichfield Road and 
back down the High Street. 

Variety attractions (engaged 
at great expense) were ROLAND 
& BERT billed as, "Wonderful 
Equilibrists, Head & hand 
Balancing Act." THE 
ST ANTLEYS in "A comedy, 
Acrobatic, Posturing & Pot
pourri & THE SILVENOS " A thril
ling Cycle performance. · 

**** 
The mens 80yds FLAT RACE 

gave £1 to the winner 10/- for 
runner-up and 5/- for 3rd place, 
while the Girls Relay team win
ners, were all given ankle socks. 

The Grand Finale was the 
Dance at the Memorial Hall 8 till 
11.30pm adm 1/- pay atthe door, 
and dance to the Peerless Band. 

Castle Ring - early Spring early 
afternoon - bright sunshine -
blue sky. 

Strata-Cumulus like powder 
puffs hanging in the sky. Smell 
the heath, soft, rich, dark, 
springy black peat. · 

Slight breeze - hardly a wind, 
rustling the trees. Foliage wav
ing, beckoning - whispering -
murmering. 

Breathe in the moisture of yes
terdays rain. 

See the bracken, the fern dead 
from Autumn lying amongst the 
first signs of /ucious new green 
springy growth. New shoots, 
peeping through the old saying 
"hello" to the World, a bright 
clean World. 

My dog "Toby" skuttling bus
ily nose to the ground finding 
exciting smells, hair standing on 
his back and neck. "Look at all 
those tree! oh! which one? 
which one?" 

QUEE. 
and 

Attendants 

Cannock Chase 
Rushing around first one tree 

then another, each with its own 
smells, settles for a Silver Birch. 
Two broken branches, torn 
down by kids I suppose. It's old 
by the look of i t, several trunks 
from a gnarled clump of a 
stump. 

"Ahl this one., this one .. . but 
which leg? oh! I don't know. Left 
- right back to the left "Ahl yes 
ye'es love/yr 

He sprinkles the base of the 
tree and scrapes the floor look
ing at me proudly. He slakes his 
thirst from a collection of water 
trapped in a hollow in the Silver 
Birch and sniffs the air. 

"What's that over there?" 
Ears pricked he runs off again. 

Ahl Bliss! 

A Magpie chatters loudly mak
ing such a fuss! No-one about., 
can't believe my luck. 

My boots pushing aside the 
ferns now insects rushing about 
out of my way hurring, scurrying 
going about their business. 
"H'm signs of horses in the mud. 

I can hear a thudding sound 
carrying on the wind. "Travels 
far doesn't it?" when you don' t 
want to hear it. It's ringing some 
too. Maybe the sound of a Press 
or some other machinery. I turn 
away - don't want to spoil my 
enjoyment of this day/ 

Other sounds now. Voices, 
children's voices laughing, cal
ling echoing. Now one younger 
- crying, bawling mother scold
ing. 

"Ah we/W it was nice while it 

Ads in the programme also 
bring back memories, HAROLD 
JELL YMAN. BICYCLES £3/19s/ 
9d or 21- per wk. CHASETOWN & 
DIST ELECTRICITY CO LTD were 
selling the NEW 'B' LAMP 40 & 
60 watt 1/- each. 100 watt 1/6d. 
At DEAKINS STORES, Floral 
Prize, Tea was 71/2d per qtr. 

W e were also told that. " IF 
SHAKESPEARE was here today 
he wou ld seek out T. BROWN 
BARBER to add further beauty to 
his flowing locks." 

Honestly its all here in black & 
white. How about this? If a Carn
vial Cake, you would make use 
UL Y PRIZE For Goodness Sake 
locally manufactured by A.H. 
CRADDOCK. because LILY 
PRIZE is The Flower To Rise. 
Page 29 says, " Have electric 
installed in your home by 
" MODERN LIGHTING' of 
LICHFIELD RD and on the same 
page SF Coal Blocks are on offer 
at 2/- for 25 or 250 for 16/6d 
JOHN ADAMS HEALTH SALT 
retailed at 1/8d for an 8oz bottle 
offering spectacles including an 
eye test for 8/6d. 

The last word however goes 
to F & H WOODHOUSE who· 
urges us one page 7 to 

BE 

MEASURED 

By One Who Knows 
F. & H WOODHOUSE 

UNDERTAKERS 
Day & Night Service 

51 HIGH STREET 
Phone 76 
** * * 

F'.S. We gave the name of the 
teacher in Mays archives photo 
as Miss Cassidy. Our apologies. 
It should have been Mrs Cas
sidy. Who told us? Mr Cassidy. 

lasted. "C'mon Toby, time to 
go!" 

Toby panting, panting eyes 
bright tongue frothy lolling out 
of the side of his mouth. 

"How does he get all that back 
in there?" 

He's back on the lead now -
doesn't want to go really. Tail 
droops slightly hair flattens back 
into position. He plods along 
with legs muddy and body swe
aty from his efforts. Takes a lot 
out of you, you know? all those 
trees to attend to! 

Ah, my kind of paradise! 
Here's the Car-Park... say 

"hello " to the man changing his 
boots. He's just arrived. 

"Been far?" he asks. "Don' t 
m;ed to! " I say with satisfaction. 
Not too smug I hope but I really 
enjoyed myself. 

"Lovely day" he says. 
"Yes grand" I reply. 

M.A. Williams 



· SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
Retirement 

of 
Headmaster 
This terms marks the end of 

the teaching career of Mr. Alan 
Mills, Headmaster of The Shire 
Oak Community School since 
1974. Coming originally from 
Leicestershire, Mr. Mills com
pleted his initial degree at.Birm
ingham University in 1952, 
obtaining an Honours award in 
the field of Zoology, before 
going on to successfully achieve 
a Post-Graduate Certificate in 
Education in 1953. During this 
period of service he came into 
contact with Mr. Bill Lakin, a 
young man, who years later, 
was to be appointed as his 
Deputy Head. 

Like many young men of his 
generation Mr. M ills completed 
National Service. After initial 
service in the Kings Regiment 
(Liverpool), he was drafted into 
the Royal Anny Education corps 
and was stationed in Germa•1y. 

Mr. Mills teaching career in 
the realm of secondary educa
tion began in 1955 when he 
obtained an appointment at the 
Secondary Technical School in 
West Bromwich. Here he was 
Senior Biologist until 1958. 

His career with schools now 
forming part of Walsall Met
ropolitan Borough began at T.P 
Riley School, where he held the 
post of Head of Biology and 
Rural Science. He later became 
Head of Science in 1963. 

In 1968 Mr. Mills took up a 
position at Wil,lenhall Com
prehensive as Deputy Head; the 
school at that time being under 
the Headship of Mr. Jim Dalton, 
a gentleman who Mr. Mills often 

refers to as his mentor, and a 
man for whom he has the 
greatest respect. During his 
period as Deputy Mr. Mills car
ried out the roles as Head of the 
Pastoral team, and then the cur
riculum, and the skills he. 
acquired here have never been 
forgotten - when it comes to 
showing an understanding of 
pupils and staff, Mr. Mills has a 
'heart of gold', in the construc
tion of an options blocking diag
ram he is 'a wizard', and with 
respect to time-tabling, well, he 
can do that whilst the rest of us 
are still sharpening our pencils! 
Keen committed, capable, Mr. 
Mills' potential as a Head was 
quickly recognised, and in 1974 
Mr. Brian Weston, now Head of 
Jospeh Leckie school, filled his 
vacant Deputy Headship, whilst 
Mr. Mills achieved the position 
of Head Teacher at Shire Oak. 

The change of position occur
red at the same time as the re
organisation of county bound
aries, and Mr. Mills began his 
headship at the school, not 
under the Aldridge-Brownhills 
Authority, but under the gui
dance of The Walsall Metropoli
tan Borough Council. Succeed
ing Mr. Merriott, Mr. Mills 
quickly established himself with 
the full support of his staff, and 
he has led the school admirably 
over the past sixteen years. His 
management approach has 
ensured whatever innovation 
has been introduced has been 
successful, and his approacha
bility and affable nature has 
endeared him to the hearts of all 
he has come into contact with. 
Highly respected by profes
sional colleagues across the 
Borough, available in time of 
need for pupils, staff and 
parents, always ready to give 
advice and support - no Head 

Teacher has greater qualities, 
and his successor within school 
will indeed have a reputation to 
live up to that is truly second to 
none. 
The initiator of so many lauda
ble venutures, Mr. Mills' name 
will live on in the hearts of the 
school and the community. He 
will be sadly missed but he 
leaves behind a school which 
will continue to meet not only 
the needs of the young, but also 
those of the community of Shire 
Oak. 

Such is Mr. Mills' reputation 
that the official farewells have 
necessitated some meticulous 
attention to programming. The 
official Retirement Party takes 
place on 10th July, there is a 
concert in his honour on 11th 
July, a dinner with au Heads 
within the Borough, a presenta
tion by the Parents' Association, 
a party with the caretaking and 
cleaning staff. He will indeed, 
'Go out in Style', and no man 
deserves more. M r. Mills' official 
retirement as the Head of a 
School which tru ly loves him 
and which he, in return has 
given of his heart and soul, will 
not be severed at the end of 
term. His chairmanship of the 
Walsall Wood and Shire Oak 
Community Association will be 
retained until October, and his 
support will no doubt continue 
in respect of The Parents' 
Association well into the future.• 

20th July will be a sad day for 
the community of Shire Oak, yet 
at the same time a happy one for 
a man who has earned his retire
ment. Mr. Mills w ill now have 
more t ime to devote to his wife 
Avri l, his children Mark and 
Heather, and to the grand 
daughters he idolises. There will 
be more hours he can spend on 
his hobby of gardening and 

r CLASSIC ELEGANCE . 
DECORATIVE PLASTERW ARE MANUFACTURER 

THIS MONTHS SPECIALS 
OPEN 

MON-SAT 
~am - 5pm 

Eiii - - = 

I~ 

~R''l'''''Vu;A;J 
CORNl~FROM 

14.50 inc VAT. 
CEILING CENTRES 
FROM £J inc VAT. - . - - -- - -

I CLASSIC ELE~ANCE ; 
UNIT 6. BARONS COURT TRADING ESTATE. WALSALL ROAD, 

WALSALL WOOD, BROWNHIUS. TEL (0543) 360666 ; · · 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN MARBLED 

FINISH COMPLETE 
WITH MARBLE 

BACK & HEARTH 
FROM£320 

incVAT 

indeed following his interest in 
Omnibuses, and the Midlands 
Examining Group will add to 
their numbers, an Inspector of 
some considerable worth. There 
is much for Mr. Mills to look for
w ard to in his imminent retire
ment, and all who are associated 
with him wish him well for the 
future. 

The Community of Shire Oak, 
the School Mr. Mills has made, 
unite in t heir wish for a long, 
healthy and happy retirement 
for its foremost member - a man 
who will not be forgotten. 

School 
Fete 

The Shire Oak Community 
School Association held their 
Summer Fete on Sunday 1st 
July, and despite the wet and 
windy conditions, several 
hundred people jlttended. 

Kevin Gage of Aston Villa 
opened the proceedings and 
was followed around the vari
ous attractions by a number of 
keen autographs hunters. 

The Cheslyn Hay Boys and 
Girls Brigade Band provided a 
marching display in the Sports 
Hall and the audience were 
impressed with the ability of the 
youngsters taking part - some 
being only eight years of age. 

In between the showers, the H 
- H W ild West Show re-enacted 
gun fights and scenes from the 
Wild West. Several visitors com
mented on how good their dis
plays were and how approacha
ble the members of the group 
were when they were not per
forming. 

The Shin-Do-Kan Judo dis
play and Kenda demonstration 
took place in the Sports Hall and 
were keenly w atched by an audi
ence of all ages. 

Walsa ll Mayor, Councillor 
Malcolm Barton and the Lady 
Mayoress attended the fete and 
spent a long time walking round 
the v arious attractions. They 
w ere particularly impressed by a 
performance of the Shire Oak 
Community School Brass Band 
who once again, under the 
leadership of Mrs. Christine 
Smith, gave a high quality per
formance with the audience 
being very appreciative. 

Even though the weather at 
times was appalling, the Five-a
Side Soccer competition took 
place with Millfield 'B' eventu
ally overcoming Walsall Wood 
'B' in the final. The winning team 
players names are as follows -
Matthew Vale, Robin Keates, 
Craig Arnold, Stephen Ewings, 
Stuart Derry, Ashley Talbot. Mr. 
Baynham Hughes was very 
impressed w ith the soccer abil
ity of all the sides which took 
part and would like to pass on 
his thanks to those who helped 
coach the boys in their spare 
time. 



THE BROWNHILLS GAZETTE, JULY 1990 17 

SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
The Shire Oak Community 

School Association would like to 
thank all those who have helped 
to make the event so successful, 
in particular those pupils, 
parents and staff members who 
gave up their time to assist in all 
the 'behind the scene' work 
necessary to ensure the smooth 
running of the event. 

A sincere thank you must also 
be extended to members of the 
community, who in spite of the 
dreadful weather conditions, 
supported the School Fete. 

SCHOOLFETE 
PRIZE WINNERS 
1stJULY, 1990 

1. £100 Cash No: 009794 G. 
Marklew; 2. £50 Marks & Spencer 
Voucher No: 019961 L. Birch; 3. 
Pop Watch No: 024104 
Athersmith; 4. Personal Stereo 
No: 019930 Watkiss; 5. Garden 
Frame No: 013019 W. Mason; 6. 
Wheelbarrow No: 005444 Joyce -
Practical; 7. Whisky No: 020004 
Spen - Ryfords; 8. Car Radio No: 
013006 M. J. Rolinson; 9. Aynsley 
China No: 018442 M. Slattery; 10. 
Wrist Watch No: 021007 C. Har
vey; 11. Drill Set No: 001648 K. 
Dobson; 12. Large Martini No: 
010866 Wendy Price; 13. £10 Vou
cher - Kiddies World No: 014102 
D. Blewitt; 14. Liebfraumilch No: 
012523 D. Hatterley; 15. Large 
Wall Mirror No: 014841 Chris -
0543 571444; 16. Toilet Set No: 
005345 Hanley; 17. Ocean Pacific
Back Pack No: 021968 Debbie 
Tucker; 18. Set of China Mugs No: 
024863 Holbrook; 19. Water Set 
No: 012287 Simmonds; 20. 2 Chic
kens No: 004371 Mrs. D. Bullock; 
21 . £5 Greengrocery No: 013122 
Mrs Y. Tiii; 22. Box of Fruit No: 
011997 J. Brown. 

~11 Ello, 
Ello, 
Ello" 

This September sees the 
introduction of some new and 
exciting courses being intro
duced into The Shire Oak Com
munity School's Year 10 Cur
riculum, as a part of our entry 
into T.V.E.I. Extension. 

One such course. hence the 
utilisation of the phrase above, 
will be run jointly by the Com
munity Police representatives 
and the School and will concen
trate upon the development of 
community spirit. 

The course itself concentrates 
on developing more personal 
responsibility in respect of the 
local environment and seeks to 
combat vandalism, which 
although this is not experienced 
·n school. or perpetrated by ou r 
pup s. ooes u nfortunately rnan
test itser' within our commun
~ A aspects of the course we 
ha-. e dev'sed have been our 
pup· s concerns about the areas 

in which they live, and their 
objective will be to raise an 
awareness of how these mind
less acts which are carried out 
can be prevented if the problem 
is counteracted in the early 
stages. 

Another aspect of the course 
aims to encourage an apprecia
tion of the measures which can 
be taken to increase personal 
safety. Again, this is indeed a 
need of today's society, and 
pupils will be working with the 
West Midlands Police to pro
duce pamphlets which give 
pointers to our community as to 
how personal safety maybe 
encouraged, both in respect of 
the young, and equally impor
tant in their eyes, the elderly citi
zens of Shire Oak and Walsall 
Wood. 

Another facet which will be 
included which the project con
siders to be of particular signifi
cance to the community, will be 
the acquisition of basic skills in 
First A id. Two of our pupils 
recently capably assisted a 
senior citizen and it is hoped that 
by making pupils more aware of 
procedures which they can carry 
out, in the event of an 
emergency, they will again not 
only be extending their personal 
skills, but wi ll also be helping 
other members of the commun
ity in which they live. 

The course hi-lighted here, 
will we believe help to extend 
our commitment to the com
munity of which the school is a 
part. It is only one new initiative 
we are developing, and in the 
following issues of this 
'Gazette', our readers will learn 
more of the other exciting and 
relevant courses we are intro
ducing within school - courses 
aimed not only at providing our 
pupils with meaningful and 
relevant aspects of study, but 
also aimed at making an 
increased input into the com
munity of Shi re Oak and Walsall 
Wood. 

Staff 
Retirements 
This term, The Shire Oak Com

munity School says goodbye to 
its Head Teacher, Mr. A.W. Mills, 
and to three other colleagues 
who have served the school well 
over a considerable number of 
years. 

Mr. John Chatwin, a member 
of the Mathematics Department 
retires from school after a period 
of ten years. John has contri
buted to other aspects of the cur
riculum, notably in the area of 
Art and he has indeed a most 
proficient talent in the aspect of 
Information Technology - on 
more than one occasion he has 
assisted members of our secre
tarial staff with respect to the 
l.C.L. Administration system. 

To John, the school's st;ifr 
extend their best wishes for a 
long and happy retirement - one 
which w ill no doubt f ind part of 
it being spen~ pursuing his 
ardent love of painting. 

Mr. Don Shore also leaves the 
staff on 20th July, after some 
nineteen years service. Don has 
worked within a number of 
areas during his service with the 
school and for a number of years 
was in charge of Rural Studies. 
For a considerable number of 
years Don has been responsible 
for the co-ordination of the Com
munity Service and Work 
Experience programmes run in 
the school. These courses par
t icularly have been of some con
siderable benefit to pupils and 
the community of Shire Oak and 
Walsall Wood, and the school 
will certainly miss his input into 
these aspects of the curriculum. 
They will, however, not be lost 
and Dan's valuable experience 
and advice have led to notable 
developments in these areas 
with effect from September. 

Again, to Don, we extend our 
sincere best wishes for a long, 
healthy and happy retirement. 
Additionally, we also hope that 
his commitment to achieving an 
Open University degree is duly 
rewarded and we look forward 
to hearing about this success, 
within the imminent future. 

The third colleague who 
retires, Mr. Brian Woodall will 
not exactly be a stranger to the 
School in September, although 
in a new role as a supply teacher. 
Brian joined the staff of the 
school some twenty five years 
ago and during that time has 
served the Modern Language 
Department well . Under his gui
dance many of our pupils have 
acqui red a sound and thorough 
know ledge of French and indeed 
gone on to Further Education to 
acquire a degree in this foreign 
language. In addition to this sub
ject commitment, Brian has also 
been involved in organising 
cover for absent colleagues, and 
indeed had the responsibility for 
ordering the schools stationery 
requi rements. Although the 
association with School will not 
be severed in J uly, as such, we 
all join together in wishing 
Brian, health and happiness in 
reti rement, and we look forward 
to welcoming him in school as a 
supply teacher. 

To mark the occasion of our 
colleagues' retirements, a 
farewell party has been 
organised for 19th July, when 
we will all join in wishing John, 
Don and Brian, our best wishes 
for the future. 

Oakwood finally 

win the day 
This year Oakwood basketball 

club finally gained promotion to 
division IV in the West Midlands 
regional league after having 
struggled in the lower divisions 
for the last few seasons. Oak
wood B.C. was established in 
1979, as a club for Shire Oak staff 
and pupils, both past and pre
sent. Over the years several 
other teachers from schools in 
Walsall have joined the team but 
the main aim of the club has 
always been to enjoy its sport. 

This season they had the right 
mix of experience and youth and 
by Christmas they were in con
tention for a promotion place. 
As the season progressed it was 
obvious that it was going to be a 
two horse competition between 
Oakwood and Woodbrook - a 
team from Solihull. They trailed 
Woodbrook by two points in the 
league which meant that Oak
wood had to beat their adver
saries on the last game of the 
season. They achieved a 
resounding win on their home 
court and so tied for first place. 

This resulted in a play-off 
game and although Woodbrook 
took an early lead Oakwood 
fought back due mainly to the 
sL.oerb outside shooting from 
Sh:re Oak former pupil, Simon 
Griffith. They ran out eventual 
winners by 65 - 57 and clinched 
the league title. 

The present Oakwood players 
are: S. Griffith (Shire Oak}, G. 
Edwards (Shire Oak), D. Matth
ews (Shire Oak), J. Fox (Shire 
Oak), M. Carder (Shire Oak}, P. 
Jones (Darlaston), S. Smith 
(Darlaston). N. Clark (T.P. Ri ley), 
V. Lupton (T.P. Riley). M. 
Thompson (Forest) . 

The season restarts in Sep
tember and Oakwood will again 
play on a Friday evenings at 
8. 15. They are always looking 
out for new talent and would 
welcome any budding players 
from the local community. 

~ Ian Neville 
Building, Groundwork & 

Property Repairs 

All at competitive prices 

Tel: Brownhills 36ll59 
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WORLD CUP 
The agony. and the ecstasy 

One month, 52 matches and every emotion possible. Nothing 
quite comes near the drama, tension, agony, jubilation and 
exdtement of the World Cup. 

Even Eastenders and Coronation Street were both put on late, to 
make way for the semi-finals, but through June and early July the 
main ratings winner and best drama on T.V. was the prestigious 
tournament that appears only every 4 years. 

With England we discovered new exciting internationals like Paul 
Gascoigne, Paul Parker and David Platt. The tournament began with 
disappointment, a boring draw with Eire, a classic against Holland 
and a hard-earned victory versus Egypt, but everything took off from 
there. 

There cannot be many people who didn't leap in the air with 
delight at David Platt's last gasp winner against Belgium, or breath a 
sigh of relief when we beat Cameroon. The characters of the players 
came through better than any soap opera. Paul Gascoigne became a 
star, and the nation loved his off-field antics too. But we all must 
have felt for him as he broke down in tears against Germany 
knowing that if England progressed, he would not be able to play in 
the Final. 

They didn't make it to the final, but I am proud of the England lads, 
and wish them the best for future games. It's farewell to Bobby 
Robson and hello to Graham Taylor. I haven't agreed with many of 
Robson's decisions, but I believe that all the flak he has taken from 
the national papers should be taken back, because he has fina lly 
made us proud of our national team, and I believe England could go 
one better in the next World Cup in 1994 and maybe even w in the 
greatest prize of them all, but maybe in being too optimistic:Who 
knows? 

One thing is for sure though, Robson has proved all his critics 
(including yours truly) wrong and placed British football back on to 
the footballing map· of the World. It's just a shame that we have to 
wait 4 more years before the World's greatest soap opera begins 
again (hopefully without penalty shoot-outs). 

It's a funny old game, innit? 

Sales · Spares · Service 
and Accessories 
+M.O.T. 

23 HIGH STREET 
BROWNHILLS 

Telephone: 
BROWNHILLS 

Gary Dingle 

I Anyone for Tennis? I 
One of the reasons given for 

our continued failure as a tennis 
nation, is the inability of the 
working classes to penetrate the 
hallowed courts of the tennis 
clubs. So with the successes of 
our darts and snooker players, 
bearing th is out, three oi my 
mates and myself, ventured to 
put matters right. After the hoo
ter sounded we set off for the 
local park courts. I arrived first. 
just as the upper set were climb
ing out of their Range Rover, 
looking my white and rust o.d 
Honda over w ith suspicion, 
which turned to horror, vlhen 
the next two pulled up in their 
R.R. (Reliant Robin). Turbo, actu
ally. 

Horror was quickly replaced 
by sniggers, as the last of our 
team arrived on hispusf'> bike, kit 
in a plastic TESCO's bag, with 
his racket sticking out of his 
snapbag like a sateflite dish. 

We watched them enter court 
one, w ishing we were some
where elre. as they got togged 
up. men in natty sho rts and 
shirts, ladies in Teddy Tinling 
pleat ed skirts, Adidas trainers, 
wrist bands, head bands, 4 rac-

• kets each and a box of new balls, 
plus the obligatory Robinsons 
Barley water. 

We trudged to court No. 2 one 
in football shorts, one in jeans 
and T-shirt reading WORLDS 
BEST BOOZER, one in a shiny 
new track suit (£9.99 from 
Brownhills market) and me in 
black pumps, I last wore at 
school. 

For further 
details on 

Advertising 
or Editorial 
Telephone 

(0543)452840 
or 

0217767101 

One racket each, one white 
ball and one yellow with no fibre 
left on it and a can of coke bet
ween us. Still, looks aren't 
everything, lets get started. 

From Court 1 "Spin to start"? 
• o .K.n 

From Court 2 "We'll goo fust" 
Cringe!! 

Later from 1 " Leave it", while 
from '2' · Lerrit Goo". 

Then again from '1' "Out" 
· o .K. • From '2' " Out" "It wor, it 
was in by a m ile" " Oh come on 
doh start. · 

Later from No. Court, 
pleated lady said "whats the 
score now John?" "40-15", 
'!hanks·. 

From No. 2. "What's the score 
Kenr • 40 love" " It ay, yo've 
onny served twice so it car be 
40·. 

• Arve served 3 times an won 
em aU- •Aw shurrup and gerron 
with it. We continued in this vein 
till match point and then really 
let ourselves down. 

Court 1 "Game, set and 
match· "Well played "Bad 
Luck·. 

But from 2, Game set and 
match, bad luck was greeted 
with an obscene gesture and a 
cry of "*@00.6 ! ! ! ". 

We'll never win Wimbledon. 

~ 
Dave's Cycles 

°For all your 
Cycling needs" 

Monday to Saturday 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

90 SALTERS ROAD. 
WALSALL WOOD 
TEL: 0543 372584 

How Baker Bond can help you •.. 
Baker Bond - Printing & Publishing Ltd are specialists in 
the production of a wide variety of programmes and 
magazines. We offer a comprehensive service to make 
production simple, effective and economical. 

Baker Bond - We liaise directly with you, collect copy, 
design and typseset. We supply page proofs, print and 
deliver to an agreed schedule. 

Baker Bond - We currently produce magazines for a 
growing number of our clients throughout the country 
and provide a mail out and door to door distribution 
service tailored to your requirements. 

Baker Bond - We believe we offer the most competitive 
prices available. So whether you currently produce your 
own customer or in house magazine or programme or are 
contemplating doing so ask us to quote you. 



RICHARDT. Cl _ 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING V 

DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Free Motorway tuition upon passing test with 
Richard T. 

Competitive Rates, Dual Controls, Door-to-Door, 
New Escorts, Choice of Instructors 

Telephone: Brownhills 376301 

• . 
. 

'KENTERRY BUTCHERS' 
The Name for 
Quality Mea 

58HIGHST. 
BROWNHILLS . 

TEL:376890 

Freezer 
Packs 

TEL: 
(0543) 
372036 

60, SHANNON DRIVE, WILKIN ESTATE, BROWNHLLS,WEST MIO~S 
DRILLS - GRINDERS - JIGSAWS .X-

SANDERS - WALLPAPER STRIPPERS 
PLANERS - CEMENT MIXERS 

REPAIR AND HIRE OF ALL HAND TOOLS 
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~ WOULD YOU ENJOY s 
§ WORKING FOR A FEW 
~ HOURS AT WEEKENDS? 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

I § 

I § 

We are looking for someone 
to clean our Printing Presses 

at Weekends. 
The work should on ly be for 

approximately 4 hours and would 
possibly suit someone who has 

retired. 
If you are interested 
give John Sylvester 

a Ring on Brownhills 452840 

s 

~ 99 Baker Bond 
s pp Printing& I ~ Publisliing Ltd 

~ 

f-GAZET-TE-CLAS-SIFIEDSl 
I FREE UNDER £50 Trade Advertisements I 
I 

All Private 'For Sale' AdvertisemeAts for Articles costing All Trade Advertisements and Private Advertisements I 
£50 I ·11 b . d FREE OF CHARGE f A . I £50 ·11 b h d I b I or ess w1 e inserte or rt1c es over WI e c arge as sea e e ow. J t 40p I I 

;- 80p J 
~ 

l 1 £1.20 _J 

I £1.60 J 
~ £2.00 I 
[ £2.40. ] 
,,-

~ l £2.80 
-. I PLEASE USE ONE BOX PER WORD BROWNHILLS I 

: NAME · ....... ·· .... .................. · ...... ·· ...... .. · .......... · Please insert the above advertisement in the next issue I 
I ADDRESS ........ · ······ ............ · ···... ........ ........ ... . Enclosed £ to cover cost of insertion. : 
1 ······ .................................................................. . 

All advertisements are accepted subject to approval of copy. I 
1.............. ...... .. ... ................... .. ....... ... .......... ....... Send to: Gazette Publications, P.O. Box 1, 183 High Street, I 
(TEL: ......................... ........... ......................... .. . Brown hills, Walsall, West Midlands WS8 6HW 1 
-~--~~~---~-----------------------~ 



Claridges. Radio and T.V. 
88, HIGH STREET, 
BROWN HILLS 

Tel: Brownhills 373207 
or Brownhills 373073 

43, HIGH STREET, 
WALSALL WOOD 
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