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The Brownhills Gazette has 
since the first edition been con
tinually bombarded with calls 
from people complaining over 
fumes from Castings foundry 
creating numerous health prob
lems, the most common being 
chest complaints and some eyes 
and throats. During investiga
tions of these complaints we 
found newspaper reports dating 
from 1985 and the problems 
seem to be escalating. 

The most common odours 
that give offence are Chlorinated 
Phenol which smells like T.C.P. 
and Phenol Formaldyde which 
smells like burning plastic, and 
they not only hang close to the 
foundry but are often in evi
dence in the High Street. 

Mrs. Julie Skrodelis of Freeth 
Road is one mother concerned 
about her daughter, who 
although not allergic to anything 
normal like dogs or cats has 
developed asthma, and Mrs. 
Skrodelis has kept a log of 
young Julie's earlier attacks and 
a pattern relative to the fumes 
has definately emerged. "She 
almost died during one boutH 
Mrs. Skrodelis told us "but since 
we've got the proper medication 
we can control itH. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hunt also of 
Freeth Road have had health 
problems with all their family 
since moving in 4 1/2 years ago, 
with Nicola 8 and Lee 5 suffering 
asthmatic problems. They can't 
go outside or open their win
dows when there is an easterly 
wind, due to different chemical 
fumes flowing over. Mr. Hunt 

6,000 HOUSEHOLDS AND 
BUSINESSES MONTHLY 

has been hospitalised twice 
recently as a result. "Dr. Singal 
the District Medical Officer, told 
me that I wasn't robust enough 
to take it, said Mrs. Hunt "and 
Castings just didn't want to 
know". 

Due to chest problems Mrs. 

How much longer 

must we 

wait for 

some action? 

Margaret Deans of Gt. Charles 
-Street has had to send her 
daughter Shani to a school in 
Sutton, because she cannot 
stand to be outside in the 
Brownhills atmosphere, and she 
has given us a copy of a letter 
that she sent to the Department 

of the Environment in 1986, list
ing all her complaints and back
ing them with her Doctors name 
and address and a report on a 
visit to her mother, Mrs. Thacker 
of Chase Road, when paintwork 
was dama9ed on her car. She 

During an earlier petition and 
'survey in 1986 an amazing 
amount of problems were disco
vered such as, irritation and 
soreness of eyes, dry coughs, 
sore throats, burning skin, acrid 
smells, black dust on cars and on 
windows, spells of nausea and 
general bronchial complaints. 

Is there a solution? A higher 
stack, that Castings constructed, 
hasn't had much affect, which 
doesn't surprise a doctor living 
in Watling Street who warned 
that it would be ineffective. 

Scrubbers can be fitted which 
seem a better option but it is 
more expensive, as are two 
other preventitive measures. 

Brownhills is a light industrial 
town. Has Castings outgrown its 
environment? · 
was asking them, why action 
was taking so long, and that was 
4 years ago. "The only response 
I've had from Castings was 
when a spokesman put the 
phone down on me" stated Mr. 
Deans "and then I've read that 
the owner Mr. Cook has slam
med residents as being neuro
tic". 

Mr. R. Dix of Chase Road got a 
petition up in 1988 and wrote to 
newspapers, of Brownhills 
slowly being poisoned. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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sRowNHILLs Closure of Gas Showrooms 

183 High Street, 
Brownhills 

Walsall WS8 6HW 

Opening Times 
Monday-Friday 

9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 

Telephone 
Advertising 
Brown hills 
452840/1 

Editorial 
Brian Stringer 

Brownhills 372491 
or452840/1 

An information meeting was 
held at Brownhills Comprehen
sive on Thursday 26th July for 
British Gas to banish the gripes 
of the Brown hills public who are 
to lose their only showroom, 
and therefore have to travel to 
Walsall or Cannock to buy gas 
appliances. 

Graham Savage, who is the 
District Sales Manager, and Ste
ven Cartwright, who looks after 
showrooms in the district, were 
there to put British Gas case for
ward. 

The showroom is to be closed 
on September 8th because it is 
running at a loss. Since privitisa
tion the showroom has been run 
as a business on its own, in com
petition with other retail outlets. 
This means, it needs to be profit
able to survive and the continu
ing loss could eventually affect 
the price of gas. 

When confronted with t he 
problems that the closure w ill 
cause, the people attending 
were told that British Gas are 
arranging cash payment 
facilities in a sub-post office, 
probably in Lindon Road. If this 
were to happen, people in 
Brownhills West would have 
great difficu lties, because Lin
don Road does not cover their 
area, and the post office will also 
find problems covering even 
more different facilities. 

A cash-collection agency is 
also needed, and the British Gas 
officials stated that two com
panies had been approached in 
Brownhills and one was said to 
be 'favourable'. 

The British Gas officials 
cames under fire from residents 
of Brow nhills for having no 
proof of what they were saying. 
It was an information meeting, 

but tre on. ·....ronnalion given 
was wt.at ~essTS. Savage and 
Cartwright towel everyone. No 
facts and 'ig-.. res or charts to 
show their losses were ev ident. 

Two ladies from Pickfords 
Travel stated that most retailers 
in Brownhills have hit hard 
times, but they are fighting on, 
not selling out. The British Gas 
officials said closing down was 
the last thing they wanted to do. 

The meeting was quite disap
pointing because there had not 
been enough information given 
and the feeling of most of the 
public attending was of disgust 
at the way money has been 
placed before people, and the 
way Brown hills has been treated 
as a third rate town once again. 

Gary Dingle. 

Publishers 
Baker Bond 
(Printing & 

CALL TO REPLACE POLICE BY A TELEPHONE 

Publishing) Ltd 
P.O. Box 1 

183 High Street, 
Brownhllls, Walsall, 

West Midlands 
WS86HW 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

POLLUTION 
Mrs. Sylvia Jackson of Watl

ing Street wrote of a recent sur
vey done on pollutants in the 

A community Watchdog 
group has rejected a move to 
close down Brownhills Police 
Station between 12 midnight 
and 8 a.m. Head of Aldridge Sub 
Division Superintendent Joan 
Francis said that this would 
release the Duty Officer for 
panda patrols. Present manning 
levels mean that there are some
times only seven constables 
available for patrolling the 
whole of Brownhills. 

Superintendent Francis envis
aged a telephone link at Brown
hills being installed outside the 

station for people needing help 
at night. 

M.P. Mr. Richard Shepherd is 
horrified at the idea of an arrest
ing officer having to take 
charges to Aldridge at night, and 
therefore leaving Brownhills 
unmanned completely. 

Gazette Comment 
After highlighting the escalat

ing crime rate in the area a few 
months ago, and the promise of 
the new OTTAWA system put
tin9 more men on the beat, we 
now know where we stand. 

Money again before Brownhills 
people. 

Imagine fleeing a mugger, 
racing at night to the police sta
tion. Sanctuary? No. Please ring 
Aldridge on run around Ogley 
Road to see if you can find the 
men in the Panda. Yes! it would 
be laughable if it wasn't so seri
ous. 

How about closing Aldridge 
and all moving to Brownhills? 

If you have any feelings on the 
matter let us know at the 
Gazette. 

area that resulted in a statement --------------------------------------
thatthe readings were below the 
legal level. Apparently frgures 
allowed, vary throughout 
Europe and the UK figure 
allowed is 5times higherthan in 
Sweden, for instance. 

One surprising thing we 
noticed during interviews was 
that no one ever mentioned 
pressing for Castings to close 
down. No one really wants this, 
after all it provides jobs for local 
people. What the majority want 

is a change of attitude from the 
foundry. Not indifference and 
ignorance but a united effort 
from all sides to try and eleviate 
this menace to our health. 

To discuss this with Mr. Cook 
of Castings we made repeated 
phone calls but couldn't get in 
touch, which is par for the 
course we' re told, but if anyone 
else has a problem with any of 
the odours we mentioned w e 
would urge that you ring the 

Department of Environmental 
Health and ask for Simon Smith, 
Walsall 652207 or Frank Edge on 
9-652208, giving your name and 
address, nature of complaint 
and times. By doing this every
thing will be logged and a true 
picture will emerge. 

We are not suggesting that 
ALL these smells and ailments 
are caused by Castings, as there 
are many more factories in that 
area, but only by co-operation 

SPECTRUM· MEDICAL EYE CARE CENTRE 
DISPENSING OPTICIANS 

11SPECIAL OFFER'' 
(TILL 30TH SEPTEMBER) 

Soft Contact Lenses 
£60.00 per pair 

including after care for 1 year 
Telephone: Brownhills 

(0543) 360281 
115 HIGH STREET BROWNHILLSWS8 6HL 

A variety of fashionable frames 
all at competitive prices. 

between managements, coun
cillors, medical officers, 
environmentalists, Head of 
Departments etc., will we get to 
the root of all complaints and 
find a solution, before it gets 
more serious. All concerned 
have been buck passing, back 
slapping and messing about, 
long enough. Brownhills resi
dents have a right to expect 
ACTION. They've heard enough 
words. 



1 REVELATION' AT 
BELL CARPETS 

Theresa revolution taking place at Bell Carpets in the 
shape of their new range of the Revelation Collection. 
Its the only shop in Brownhills where you can buy this 
amazing carpet that is guaranteed 100% stain proof 
and comes with a 10 year Wear Guarantee and 5 year 
Trade Guarantee. 

If you are a bit sceptical, well theres an easy solution. 
Call and ask for a demo. I did, and watched gob 
smacked as Rob poured Beetroot Juice over a sample 
and, with a spray of 1/2 bleach (yes bleach) and 112 
water, simply wiped the mark off without a trace. 

Marking Pen Ink, Tea, Coffee, Sauce, or Shoe Polish, 
made no difference, it removed them all, and with 
those other warranty's, really is a revolution. 

Apparently it's made with the dye inside the fibrous 
layers, not on the outside, so spillages can not touch 
them and neither can the cleaning agents. Just the 
stains go. 

There are 6 Ranges to choose from and they start at 
£13.49/sq.yd. and must surely be worth every penny, 
as the carpet of the future. 
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CARPETS YOU CANNOT STAIN. 
How long does a beautiful 

new carpet remain a 
beautiful new carpet? 

~ ' Easy: until the 
I ....ii first stain. 
" Which means 

that Revelation carpets 
remain beautiful new 
carpets for rather longer 

than most - because you simply cannot 
stain them. 

Don't believe it? 

~ 

Well, call in and ask to do the Drop Test. 
You won't believe your eyes. 

~e\JefafiOtt'" 
l ~COLLECTION / 
CARPETS YOU CANNOT SI'AIN. 
Do the Drop Test at: 

Credit facilities now ayai/able 

B~~--~2!R~l~ 
18 SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, 

BROWN HILLS 
* See full warranty for details 

LARGE SELECTION OF 
QUALITY RUGS 

END OF 
ROLL 

CARPETS 
NOWIN 
STOCK 

TO CHOOSE FROM 
NOW IN STOCK 

VINYL 
REMNANTS 

NOWIN 
STOCK 

18 SILVER COURT, HIGH STREET, 
BROWNHILLS 
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WALSALL WOOD AND SHIRE OAK 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 
AT SIDRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

MONDAY 

FLORISTRY: By far our most popular class last year due without 
doubt to the tutor Kate McCloud. Floristry covers all aspects of 
flowers in the home and is essential as a background to flower 
arranging. A highly recommended class. 
COMPUTER (For Beginners) John Simkin teaches Computer 
Studies at Shire Oak so understands fully the problems that 
beginners have when confronted by a Computer for the first time. 
If you want to get a grasp of the new Technology there can be no 
better way than this class. 
TUESDAY 
WOODWORK: This class will suit not only the beginner but also 
the more experienced woodworker. Professional help is always on 
hand for advice, encouragement and expert assistance. No matter 
where you start we guarantee a wonderful finish. 
FIRST AID: More and more employers are looking for this skill. 
Don't stand back in an emergency, have the confidence to take 
control. Enhance your job prospects whilst obtaining a useful 
qualification. 
WEDNESDAY 
POTTERY: Stuart Bell is not one to insist on making ashtrays. He 
is much more into self expression. The experience of fire on clay 
and glaze should encourage you to experiment in this very tactile 
medium. 
PAINTING AND SKETCHING: Mike Bell is well known locally 
for his portrait painting and work on murals. He is fully 
experienced in all "schools" and can offer a wealth of expertise in 
your chosen field. I_f you have often felt the urge to paint but didn't 
know how to start this is the class for you. 

FLOWER ARRANGING: Kate McCloud has built up a very 
good reputation with the Ladies in her F1oristry class and now, by 
popular demand, she is starting her FLOWER ARRANGING 
CLASS. Any person interested in joining this group should do so 
quickly. 
WORD PROCESSING: This document has been produced on a 
word processor and it's not that difficult to do. If you want to learn 
the basics of word processing in a relaxed and friendly class then 
come along and experience Hi-Tech at low cost. 

YOGA: The tutor, Rita Gardner, has a strong following in other 
areas of the borou·gh and we are extremely pleased she has agreed 
to do a class at Shire Oak. Be prepared to work hard at and in this 
yoga class because it's not all about relaxation. 

ENROLMENT NIGHTS 
IN THE COMMUNITY LOUNGE 

MONDAY lOth SEPTEMBER 
TUESDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 

7 .00 pm. to 8.30 pm. 

COST: £12.00 per Term. £30:60 per 3 Terms 
L.E.A. Voucher accepted against any course 

£12:00 or over. 
O.A.P's. Students, U.B.40's at reduced rates 

More details ring Brownhills 373819 

CARAVAN, CAMPING 

EQUIPMENT AND 

ACCESSORIES 

~:::::sz:Z==-=illli::::iiV<c~: ~~ .. !Z:J:-,· • I -
SUPPLIERS OF EQUIPMENT TO TH. E ~-

MOBILE CATERING INDUSTR~ , l ,fl,. 
ALSO l\~~ 

l!f.:ll!llt GAS SUPPLIES I• - ' '\; . uan 

. : >( -'. 
L.P.G. APPLIANCES l~41~~t~1u ,•.111 TOW BARS SUPPLIEO ANP FITIED I 

ALL P.I. Y. SU PPLIES . ( _.,. • """"""!;\ 

I 
8 

41 ALUM ROCK ROAD · 
SALTLEY 

BIRMINGHAM 88 ILR 

--~-~1--

~021-327 5369 
(Opp. Top Rank) 

CHURCH NEWS 
Tenders have now been 

received for the new extension, 
and they vary from £75,000 to 
£110,000 inc VAT. However this 
does not include the internal gal
lery or stone restoration of the 
tower area. With the Diocesa n 
loan and money in hand, we 
have £65,000 towards th is pro
ject, but based on the lowest ten
der, the bill to complete all the 
work would obviously be in the 
£100,000 bracket. To ensure that 
work on the tower and extension 
can start this autumn your 
prayers and generous gifts will 
still be gratefully appreciated. 

Baptisms: 
1st July Michael Ian son of 
Richard Ian and Deborah 
Elizabeth Chedderton, 19 Mia~ 
dleton Road. 
Lynsey Karen daughter of John 
and Ka ren Allcock, 19 Sadler 
Road. 
Weddings 
9th June: Paul Andrew Brian 
and Dawn Gwynne 
23rd June: Ian Peter J ones and 
Lesley Anne Bailes (apologies to 
Ian and Lesley for last months 
error) 
7th July: Russell Nigel Cornfield 
and Mandy Jayne Turner 

21st July: Michael John Wassell 
and Lesley Ann Fowler 
28th July: Gregory Norman 
Nicks and Denise Mary Owen 
Funerals: 
4th July: Douglas William Bran
don (65 years) late of 4th Avenue 
11th July: Priscilla Skeffington 
(78 years) late of 2 Fullelove 
Road. 
16th July: Esther Jones (70 
years) late of 39 Rose Drive, 
Clayhanger 

To prove that Lesley Bailes 
married Ian Jones and not the 
bridegroom we named last 
month we have a photo of the 
happy couple. 

Brownhills Fellowship for 
handicapped 25 year party. 

AN APOLOGY 
In our caption to last months 

photograph of the above we 
stated that Mr. M. Hastilow was 
President. It should have read 

Director and Mrs Brevitt was of 

course Miss Brevitt. Our 

apologies. 

Traditional Home Cooked Food 
LUNCHTIME 

Cottage Pies, Steak and Kidney, Chicken 
and Mushroom, Lasagne, Chilli Con Carne 

or Beef Strogonoff 
Freshly Cooked Daily 

THE BIG STEAK NIGHTS 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday Night Steak Specials 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 
Roast Beef, Pork, Chicken or Duck 

Children welcome 

•• ~~~J~ 
\~ 

Alma's Pantry for the best in Home Cooking 
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FETE IN AID OF HEART 
REHABILITATION UNIT 

local residents certainly put their support behind the joint venture 
of Willow Vale Garden Centre and Norton Greyhound Track on July 
14th last. Mr Roy Aston of Willow Vale told us "It certainly exceeding 
all our expectations and aided by the good weather, it was a huge 
success and of course the big beneficiary was the Heart 
Rehabilitation Unit in Walsall who will now receive around £1400. It 
was a long tiring day for all our helpers, but when it was over, we 
really felt proud of a worthwhile job well done." 

The crowds were entertained all day with a series of events or 
displays in the Greyhound Arena while all around the car parks and 
garden centre were stalls, exhibitions and rides for all ages, 
me uding a bouncy castle, a welly wanging competition and 
-ed..,,esford Motor Bike club put on a super display of bikes. 

Bonny little Matthew Barret enjoys the roundabout 

A Better Deal ... 
Would you believe that Select 

Furnishing of In Shops can give 
you a better deal than the big 
multiple stores? Well they can. 
Surprisingly, neatly displayed in 
M ike Wilkinsons three Units are 
3 piece suites, computer desks, 
footstools, nests of tables etc., 
all of a very high quality and all 
at very reasonable prices. 

However, the one big advan
tage of shopping here is that 
most of Select's lines can be 
delivered in a matter of hours, 
from the back-up warehouse 
that is kept fully stocked up, and 
in touch by mobile phone to an 

ever really van driver. This sys
tem gives Mike the opportunity 
to keep his overheads down and 
consequently his prices. 

Expert advice is always on 
hand with Mike, ably assisted by 
Maureen who also works above 
and beyond the call of duty by 
doing a lot of the organising for 
charity events that the In Shops 
are now becoming famed for. 

So why not just go and have a 
look, compare with any other 
stores you like, and chances are 
you'll soon be back and (SETTLE 
FOR SELECT) and you won't 
have to wait 8 -10 weeks. 

Pictured at the Joint Venture are:- Mr. John Preece of Norton 
Greyhound track, Zaphne and Councillor Mike Stretton, Roy Aston 

of Willowvale Nursery and Parish Councillor Mrs. Lily Jones. 

Don Bird entertained with his fire eating act while Walsall Sea 
Cadets staged a drill, and unarmed combat routine q:Jickly followed 
by a dog display by Aldridge Dog T.C. who had to move sharply to 
allow the Fire Brigade in to show their paces. 

The H.R.V. in Holly Edge Lane, Walsall was set up about 10 years 
ago primarily to help survivors of heart attacks to attain a better 
qual ity of life through controlled exercise and d ieting on the way to 
a full recovery. The unit has monitoring equipment to chart patients 
progress but lack of funds obviously restricts the capacity and 
charity is heavily relied upon, so if they are going to expand as fast 
as demand, events such as the joint fete, are more than welcome. 

IN SHOPS UNITS 17-18-26, 

BOULEVARD, RAVENS COURT, 

BROWN HILLS 

TEL: 0543 452395 

For style in the home pay us a visit today, 
with us you can be sure of real value for 

your money. 

We off er good quality at reasonable prices 
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SERVICE AWARD TO BARNARDOS 
SHOP ASSISTANTS 

It is now over three years since 
Barnardos the charity gift shop 
opened its doors for business on 
Brownhills High Street. Ever 
since then it has been managed 
by Patricia Smith and her com
mitted team of volunteer hel
pers. 

On Friday morning 13th July 
the shop was visited by Barnar
dos Shops Appeal Director Mr. 
Roy Leason who was making a 
tour of some shops in the Mid
land region. 

While in Brownhills he pre
sented volunteers June Harris 
and Nancy Martin with their 
three year service awards of a 
certificate and special badge. 
Four volunteers have now 
received these awards, Emily 
Kendrick and Judy Davis being 
the first to do so in April. 

Mr. Leason spent two hours at 
the shop talking to Pat and her 
deputy manager Ann Raybould 
and the volunteers on duty. 

Pictured at Brownhills Barnardos Shop are:- Mrs Nancy Martin, Mr. 
Roy Leason, Mrs. Emily Kendrick, Mrs. Pat Smith and Mrs. June 

Harris. 

Since its opening. Barnardos 
Brownhills shop has won two 
awards at the National Shopper 
Window Display Competitions, 
The winning displays were 
designed by Pat Smith, shop 
manager. She was helped on 
one of these occasions by pupils 

and staff at Brownhills Com
prehensive School who made 
the accessories she required for 
the display and which over 
twelve months later are still reg
ularly used in displays. 

To further the success and 
development of the shop, Bar-

Bridal style at 

Barnar dos 
NOW IN STOCK 

Wedding and Bridesmaids 

gowns donated new. The profits 

from purchasing some of our many 

bargains help disadvantaged and 

disabled young people 

in this region. 

nardos welcome caring mem
bers of the public willing to give 
a few hours each week as volun
tary helpers, also they welcome 
donations of unwanted good 
quality clean clothing, books, 
records, china, glassware etc. 

The profits made from the sale 

of such items go to help give dis
advantaged young people in 
this region a chance. 

Should you wish to help in any 
way- please call in at 50 the High 
Street or telephone Brownhills 
452608. 

Barnar dos 
worth studying for 

Back to school - Boys and Girls 
clothing, nearly new at 

reasonable prices 

DON'T FORGET WE ALSO STOCK 

MANY MORE NEARLY NEW ITEMS-

clothes, books, 

bric a brae, records and 

gratefully accept 

donations of same. 

50 HIGH STREET, 

BROWN HILLS 

TEL: 0543 452608 
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THE MATCHSTICK MAN 
Horace Fletcher of Humphries 

House has lived in Brownhills 
since he was 4 years old and 
started work at Harrisons no. 3 
pit in 1925 as pony driver. He 
then started on the surface with 
the mechanical staff where he 
stayed ti ll the pit closed in 1964. 
He then finished his working 
days as a General Blacksmith at 
Walsall Power Station. 

During his schooldays at 
Brownhills Central he became 
interested in fretwork and furth
ered his interest by attending 
woodwork classes at Walsall 
Wood. 

Horace then began to form a 
passion for modelling in match
sticks but gave it up for a while to 
concentrate on his hobby of 
photography. 3 years ago Mrs. 
Fletcher died and with his 
arthritis keeping him indoors, he 
once again turned to match
sticks to while away the time. 
The results were quite spectacu
lar. 

Rocking Chairs, Churches, 
Boats and Caravans have all 
been painstakingly formed, but 
his pride is a model of a colliery 
pit head complete with mining 
vi llage and real coal. 

The matchsticks bought by 
friends and relatives as Christ
mas presents, etc. ready for use 
from modelling shops, are all 
thats needed to keep Horace 
happy for up to 8 months at a 
time, as he sets about first glue
ing the matchsticks to cardboard 
sections, and then after fixing 
any furniture inside the base, (all 
made with matches) the sec
tions are assembled. But he's 
not finished" there,· as now the 
lines of brickwork and tiles have 
to be meticulously drawn in. 

Finished? Not yet, this is 
where the ingenuity comes in as 
spouting, chimney pots and 
windows are formed. "Mainly 
out of any old rubbish people 
throw away" Horace tells us. 

Drinking Straws, Drawing 
Pins, Bird Nut Bags, are all 
utilised by this imaginative 
creator, the best of which was 
highlighted, when I asked what 
those birds on the roof were 
made from. "Orange Pips" was 
the prompt reply, and amazingly 
on closer inspection I could see 
he was right. 

Horace Fletcher with one of his patiently created models. 

Details of his work have to be 
viewed in close up to gain the 
full benefit, and I'm sure that 
some enterprising shop owner 
in the High Street could arrange 

CopperNobs 
UNISEX SALON 

11SPECIAL OFFERS'' 

an exhibition for a few weeks, so 
you can all see the results of this 
creative 79 year old. If you have 
a few spare feet give us a ring 
and we may be able to fix some
thing up. 

Dave's Cycles 
'JFor all your 

Cycling needs" 
Monday to Saturday 

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

90 SALTERS ROAD, 
WALSALL WOOD 
TEL: 0543 372584 

STAFFS, PITS 
& ROTWEILERS 

Made to measure and design 

HARNESS 
Real Leather Solid Brass 

Mai/Order 
for further details 

Telephone: 
Brownhills 360668 

Back to school kiddies hair cuts 
2 children £4.00 - 3 Children £5.50 
Book a pertn and get a £1.00 off 

your next highlites or colour 
Shella would like to introdUce Maxine Bevan, Top stylist in 

Ladies and Gents hair styles. 

998 OGLEY ROAD, BROWNHILLS 
TEL: (0543) 373205 
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BROWNHILLS ARCHIVES 
Mr. L. Walker of Friezland 

Lane sends us this weeks photo 
of Brown hills Prims F.C. , who 
were league runners-up and 
winners of the Norton Charity 
Cup in 1927-8. We also had the 
same photo supplied by Mr. 
Sam Barber of Vernon Avenue. 

* 
The cricket team is sent to us 

o •rs. E. Watson of Norton 
..ane Bumtwood whose father 
S"d Sningler w as a team 
memoer, and she thinks it w as 
talcen ·n the 1930s. She knows 
tnat on the back row was (see 
unoer caption) Jonah Deakin 
and Sam Shingler and in the 
front were Sid and Fred Shingler 

First Row was: J. Tabberer, J. Walker, D. Hall, A. Portsmouth, S. Barber, C. Woodhouse, A. Freeman. 

cousins and Harry Woodfield. 
'.":ho the rest are, we haven't a 
ciue. Have you? Brownhills 
372491 is the number if you can 
help. 

Middle: F. Seedhouse, C. Jones, A. Poxon. 
Front: Eddie Richards, L. Booker, T. Gerry, L Heath, G. Farmer. 

For further 

details on 

Advertising 

or Editorial 

Telephone 

( 0543) 452840' 

or 

0217767101 

Free Table worth £21.00 with every 
Bond Knitting Machine - Elite and Classic 

Win a Diamond Ring worth £1,950 in Paton's 
Autumn Winter Brochure 

New Yarns from top suppliers - Now available 

Budget range from Copley Studley and King Cole 

Clearance lines available from 49p per ball (50g) 
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CHASEWATER 
RECORD 
BROKEN 

What have I let myself in for 
now? 

Here I was, up to my neck in 
water, froze stiff and a dozen 
people all waiting to laugh at my 
downfall. I obliged, a good time 
was had by all, except me. 

It all started last October at a 
party, I'd had a few drinks, which 
not only loosens my tongue, but 
makes me a bit simple, I think. A 
so called friend threw out the 
challenge "If you can water ski 
20 yds in 5 attempts, there's a 
tenner on it." 

"Your on", says this ineb
riated fool. 

Eight months later, at the 
height of the June blizzards, the 
call came. "The boats ready, 
we've got wet suits, ski's and life 
jackets. Be up their at 3.0'clock·. 

"Er, I haven't had me dinner,• 
was all I could think of, as an 
excuse for a bout of cowardice. 

"Leave it, you'll only be sick 
anyway·, came the gloating 
reply. 

I was there at 3 o'clock with all 
my beloved family to urge me 
on (why didn't they beg me to 
give in? it would have only 
needed one). 

The speedboat captain helped 
me into my wetsuit. Now I know 
why they call them that. They 
are soaked before you put them 
on. A thick life jacket that fitted 
like a straight jacket followed. I 
cou ld just about breath. 

We marched to the jetty (I call 
it the runway now) where the 
ski's await. After fitting these on, 
which was l ike trying on a pair of 

. wellies 3 sizes to small, I got my 
instructions. 
"Keep your arms straight" 
"Gotcha" 
"Keep your knees together" 
"Gotcha" 
"Keep the rope between the 
skis" "Gotcha" 

"Don't come up too fast." 
"Gotcha" 

"And lean back, not forward." 
"Gotcha. Seems Easy" 

"Lets do it the water then." 
Always a catch. 
Into the boat and out over 

Chasewater we speed till we, 
find a sheltered bit. 

"Over the side Bri, • 
"I'm froze now" 
Its warmer in, you'll see" 

After nearly twisting one leg 
off getting into the water, the 
rope was fed out and we were 
ready. 

"Get your balance then shout 
'go' when your ready·" 

I waited, the whites of my 
knuckles gripping the tow 
handle in terror. 

"Go" . 
W ith a roar like a jet engine the 

boat leapt forward from 0-60 in 
1/2 a second. ln that same time I 
had a mouth full of tiddlers, both 
arms came out of their sockets, I 
leaned forward, my skis went in 
different directions, and I broke 
the Chasewater record for 
underwater skiing at the first 
attempt. 

"Most impressive," said 
Adrian my driver. "But this time 
try to come up, not down, 
nobody ever did that before. I 
battled on for 5 more attempts 
with my arm muscles screaming 
out for mercy, till at last I was up. 
Only for a few seconds, but you 
can travel a long way in a few 
seconds at 100 mph (it seemed 
that fast anyway). 

It had taken 6 attempts but out 
of sympathy and as a gesture for 
giving everyone a hilarius after
noon, it was agreed that I won 
the bet and I'd earned it. 

Jack and Linda 
cordially 

welcome you to 

THE ROYAL OAK 
(MIDDLE OAK) 

On Bank Holiday Monday 
27th August from 7.00 p.m. 

Barbecue and Bavarian Night" 
Oomphah Band 

ALSO LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
EVERYTIJESDAYANDSATURDAY 

AND PLEASANT BEER GARDEN 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

CHESTER ROAD, SHIRE OAK, 
BROWNHILLS 

Low Bake Ovens NO NEED TO WORRY 

INSURANCE QUOTE WELCOME 

AUTOCRAFT 
- will soon put that right 

For all accident repairs why not call 
in the experts - we'll have the job done 

in next to no time 
Autocraft, Accident Repair Specialists 

115 & 117 WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD. TEL: 0543 375992 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 
Wedding 

Congratulations 

10 Kilom-etre Race- -The Entry Fee will be £2 with 
Under 16's (on lst September FLORIDA, 

MAY /JUNE 1991 
Wednesday 1990> and the unemployed 

being £1. Entries will be 
12th September accepted on the day up to 6.3o 

pm. 
Brownhills School and Com

munity Association extend their 
congratulations to Doug and 
Jan Salmons on the occasion of 
their wedding held on Friday, 
27th July at Park View Chapel. 

Doug and Jan are active mem
bers of both the Rambling and 
Indoor Bowling Clubs and metat 
the school in pursuit of these 
interests. 

Staff and friends wish them 
prosperity and many years of 
happiness together. 

Brownhills School and Com
munity Association, in associa
tion with Triangle Trotters AC of 
Chasetown, are organising a 10 
Km Race (6.2 miles) on the even
ing of Wednesday, 12th Sep
tember, starting at 7.00 pm at 
the Deakin Avenue site. 

The race will be run under 
AAA/NCCA rules on an accu
rately measured course. Entry 
Forms are available from 
Brownhills School and Com
munity Office, Deakin Avenue, 
Brown hills. 

If you come down to our shop today you sure of 
a big surprise Boom, Boom. 
If you come down to our shop today you'll never 
believe your eyes. 
For Animal Crackers are giving away Rats and 
Mice and Hamsters today. 
A cage you buy is all we say 

To Get One!!! 

INDIAN RINGNECKS 
PENNANTS 
ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
BIRDS AV All.ABLE 
GOLDEN PHEASANTS 
WATERFOWL 

BURMESE PYTHONS 
INDONESIAN GIANT 

TREE FROGS 

OTHER SPECIES OF 
REPTlliES AVAILABLE 

DOMESTICATED PETS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

Mealworms. Locust, Crickets, White Bait 
Pinkies etc. Always in stock 

Frozen Meat, Pet Goods, Hutches, cages and Tanks 
Helpful end friendly advice 

There will be medals for all 
finishers, with individual prizes 
and trophies for 1st Male and 1st 
Femaletofinish -n3agegroups. 

In addition, there will be an 
Inter-Club Tropn-,, • ..,rn. tfie first 
form ,.om eC!Cr' duD 10 cot.;.nt. 

Exam Certificates 
A fur.tier re~· '1der -o.:Irn!Cerrt 

publication reganf:..,g OL-::sta"ld
·ng exam·nanor cer~~ °" 
'li e en Srv,.,..,,,· IS Scroo since 
1973 - we WOl. d !le g ra:ef-u r. 
vou ~·IOI.. d cneac; ;.c .-ou .,ave 
vows - r< not PLEASE COll.EC'T 
w-e neecJ the space!! 

Following our recent success
ful trip to Orlando and Miami we 
have decided to organise 
another trip next year. 

Although we fly out as a 
group, perhaps it is helpful for 
you to understand that the holi
day is independent once you are 
in the USA. An individual pro
gramme of sightseeing tours, 
activities, attractions etc is avail
aDle for personal choice. 

Further details are available at 
the school office so if you are 
interested in joining us on this 
trip p lease ring Brownhills 
School, Deakin Avenue on 
3rovm hills 452886. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Don't forget the important dates -
16th August for MA n levels. 
23rd August for GCSE examinations. 

Please call at Brown hills School or telephone in after 11 .00 am for 
your results. 

The French Connection 
Miss Susan Jordan joined the staff at Brownhills Community 

School in April to teach French .and German to pupils of all 
abilities and ages. 

Miss Jordan was previously employed at Hungerhill School, 
Doncaster and lists as her hobbies Amateur Dramatics and keep
fit. Susan has joined a languages department which has just 
acquired a motorised satellite dish system used to pick up French 
and German language programmes for use in the new GCSE 
examination. 

SAND'llfil EXf>RESS HAULAGE 
~WJ5.r.~!)£ 

e LOADS UPTO 5.5 TONS ANYWHERE IN THE U.K. 
e COMPETITIVE RATES 
e OVERNIGHT SERVICE AT NO EXTRA CHARGE 
• CONTRACT RATES QUOTED FREE 
e FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL SERVICE 
e SPECIALISTS IN PART LOADS 

10 Ridgeway, Aldridge, Walsall , 
West Midlands WS9 OHL 



Ian Neville 
Building, Groundwork & 

Property Repairs 

All at competitive prices 

Tel: Brownhills 361159 

• • 

. 

TEL: 
(0543) 
372036 

60, SHANNON DRIVE, WILKIN ESTATE, BROWNHILLS, WEST MIDLANDS 

DRILLS - GRINDERS - JIGSAWS 
SANDERS - WALLPAPER STRIPPERS 

PLANERS - CEMENT MIXERS 
REPAIR AND HIRE OF ALL HAND TOOLS 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Free Motorway tuition upon passing test with 
Richard T. 

Competitive Rates, Dual Controls, Door-to-Door, 
New Escorts, Choice of Instructors 

Telephone: Brownhills 376301 

OUT OF THE WOOD 
Visitors to the O~k Park 

ground this season will see a big 
difference in the appearance of 
the place in general. The new 
stand in front of the dressing 
room is nearly f inished and dug 
outs and outbuildings have 
been repainted. Inside has also 
seen a dramatic change, as dres
sing rooms, toilets, kitchen, bar 
and function room have all been 
refurbished and the only disap
pointment is the refusal of the 
Joberns Trust to sanction a 
grant for the perimeter fence. 

New manager Gary Haynes 
has also been busy signing new 
players and he told us. "I'm 
delighted with the signings I've 

made so far, and the team spirit 
seems tremendous already and, 
although nothing is guaranteed 
in football, I'm more optimistic 
than ever." 

Pictured are the youth team 
players at the Presentation 
Night with Woods player-of-the
Year captain Ray Hadley with his 
trophy and silver salver. 

Morale was further boosted at 
the club on Monday 6th August 
by a fine performance in a goa
less draw against a Walsall XI 
and the presence at the game of 
the new first team sponsor S & S 
Power Tools, and the news that 
DECTS had agreed to sponsor 
the Youth Team. 
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FOR ALL YOUR 
FREEZER 

REQUIREMENTS 
with friendly service 

- call in to see 
• 

Ray Williams 

Family Butcher 
28 Silver Court, Brownhills Telephone: Brownhills 360910 

'KENTERRY BUTCHERS' 
The Name for 
Quality Meat 

Cooked Meats, Pies etc 

58HIGHST. 
BROWNHILLS 

TEL:376890 

Freezer 
Packs 

Millfield J.M.I. School News 
The academic year 1989-90 has been one of change for Millfield 

Headteacher John Loy-Flurrie. He has now been at the school for 
four terms and has had the difficult job of introducing the National 
Curriculum and making changes to working procedures at the 
School. 

The changes made have been discussed and implemented by the 
staff, building on the existing good practice. 

One area in which the curriculum has been extended is in the use 
of computers. This has been due to the enthusiasm shown by the 
staff and in particular Mrs Bottrill and Mrs Duffy. Unfortunately for 
us Mrs. Duffy has been seconded to the Education Support Team for 
twelve months to help promote computer expertise in schools 
throughout the borough. We look forward to her return. 

The younger children in the school have gained great benefit from 
the formation of an Early Year's Unit. This has involved the Nursery 
and Reception classes working as a unit with three members of staff. 
Two classrooms have been converted into one extended area and 
surplus equipment removed. This has allowed the children more 
space, more activities, better equipment and more individual 
attention. Mrs. Astbury (Curriculum Co-ordinator), Mrs. Chester and 
Mrs Hope have worked very hard to set up the unit and make it a 
success. 

Due to Mr. Loy Flurrie' s encouragement more parents have been 
encouraged to come into school and help in a variety of ways, in the 
classroom, changing rooms of the learner pool, library, on trips, at 
functions and with fund-raising (etc. etc). Parents helped the 
children and staff to raise over £900 (a record) at our Sponsored 
Fancy Dress Fun Walk. 

Once again the older children have upheld the Millfield sporting 
traditions. The gir ls winning the Minor Schools Netball trophy and 
the Walsall Primary Schools' Cross Country Cup for the Autumn 
term. The boys (plus Nicky Steward our female star) won two five-a
side tournaments and without Nicky reached the Walsall Finals of 
the six-a-side competition. 

Other successes for the School included a win in the Shire Oak 
'Blockbuster' quiz competition and third in the Brownhills 
Community Colts'. It's a Knockout' competition. Also we have 
achieved our best ever 'Cycling Proficie:"lcy' results, seven children 
qualifying for, the Walsall finals. 

Children in the top class have shown their caring side this year by 
helping raise £300fur the puppy walking of a second guide-dog. A lso 
they formed thei r own folk group and entertained several groups of 
Senior Citizens. 

All in all it has been a successful year and we can look forward 
confidently to the new school year. 
Tony Stackhouse (Deputy Head). 
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BROWNHILLS COMMUNITY COLTS F.C. 

A local boys' football club has 
undergone a change in name it 
was announced at the recent 
annual presentation. 

Mr. Brian Keates (chairman) 
told members and parents of 
Walsall Borough Juniors F.C. 
that hitherto the club would be: 
known as Brownhills Commun
ity Colts F.C. in order to create a 
closer identity both with the area 
it serves and its headquarters, 
Brownhills Community School. 

Mr. Keates, explained that the 
general structure would remain 
the same, but the change of 
name more suited the club's loc
ality. 

It was in 1976 that the club was 
founded as Stonnall Rangers by 
the then chairman Mr. Darr~ll 
Preston and secretary Mr. John 
Sylvester. 

Original committee members 

still helping to organise matches 
and fund raising are Mr. Keates, 
Mr. Tony Barber and Mr. David 

.Vale. They are the stalwarts 
upon whom the present success 
has been built. 

When Darrell Preston and 
John Sylvester moved on to 
become officials of a local senior 
club, Mr. Keates and Mr. Vale 
took on their respective roles, 
which they have filled for the last 
six years. 

Over the years the club also 
assumed other names - Brown
hills Junior Sporting F.C. and 
Walsall Wood Juniors being 
among them - before Walsall 
Borough was adopted. 

Over the years the club has 
enjoyed much success, mainly 
in the Walsall Junior Youth 
League, the Walsall Minor 
League and the West Midlands 

Rear of Garden Store 

CHESTER ROAD 
ALDRIDGE 

LARGE SELECTION 
OF TROPICAL ASH 

AQUARIUMS AND CABINETS 
AND A FULL RANGE OF 

ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 

including 
KOi CARP 2"' - 24"' 
Friendly Advice - Service 
available 7 days a week 

bester Road Aquatics 
VISIT US OR PHONE: 

021 - 352 0871 

Primary League. Many of the dif
ferent divisions and cups have 
been won by the club, which has 
also had teams at various age 
levels making appearances in 
such competitions as the Staf
fordshire Cup. 

Off the field, Brown hills Com
munity Colts F.C. has always 
created a most enjoyable social 
atmosphere, helped by the 
facilities at Brownhills Com
munity School, where such 
events as ult's a Knock-out" 
have taken place. 

Five-a-side soccer tourna
ments have been run and 
entered by clubs from far and 
wide. Teams have been sent 
abroad and those from other 
countries entertained in Brown
hills. 

Brownhills Community Colts 
F.C. also has a distinguished 

president in-current Wolves star 
Andy Thompson and a hard
working committee organising 
beer and skittles evenings and 
other social events to raise 
funds. 

The club, which has used 
Brownhills Community School 
for meetings, training and 
socials since 1986, currently has, 
11 teams in local competition, 
providing regular football for 
about 200 lads aged from nine to 
18. 

The well-known white shirts 
and red shorts, will be out in 
force again next season as 
Brownhills Community Colts 
F.C. begins another chapter in its 
eventful history. 

The presentation, which took 
place at the BRO Sports & Social 
in Aldridged, was attended by 
Wolves favourites Andy 
Thompson and Mark Venus, 
who both handed out the 
awards. 

The Best Competitor Cup 
went to Lee Joiner and player of 
the year awards at various age 
levels were as follows:-

Under 10 - Robin Keates; 
under 11 - Scott Walker; under 
12F - John Twigg; under 12E -
Mark Redfern; under 130 -· 
Mathew Houghton; under 13C -
Darren Kent; under 16 - Martin 
Dobson; under 18 - Stuart 
Ryder. 

A FISHY STORY! . 
Pete Nichols of Norton Canes 

popped into Chester Road Aqua
tics one day for a tin of fish food, 
and finished up buying the 
place. It's run by Pete and mainly 
his wife Jayne, who was for
merly a hairdresser in Hednes
ford. Jayne, the mother of 3 
children, has always had a love 
of fish, and the aquatic business 
is an extension of her fascinat
ing hobby. So much so, that in 
the 3 years since she took over, 
her enthusiasm is as keen as 
ever, which is borne out by her 
friendly personality and atten
tion to detail. 

Apart from the extensive dis
play of aquarium equipment, 

tanks, feed, pumps, etc., and the 
amazing range of fish outside 
goldfish, shubunkins, golden 
orfe, comets, and koi carp, its in 
the inner sanctums of the 
aquarium itself that the under
water magic of the tropics 
comes to life. The fish are all in 
excellent condition, strict 
quaratine regulations being 
adhered to, and a more brilliant 
display offish and plants is hard 
to imagine. Guppies, Angel fish, 
Tetras, Catfish, Kribensis, 
Gouramis are all here with 
numerous others so why not call 
in and browse around, and if you 
need any advise Pete, Jayne, or 
any of their trained staff will be 
only too willing to help you. 

=0 LPHA SPORTS & LEISURE LTD 

RETAIL SPORTSWEAR AND EQUIPMENT 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

P. E. KITS 

BROWNHILLS AND SHIRE OAK 
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