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Ctmmunity 
· 11agazine 
We once again introduce the 

Brownhills Gazette a Commun
ity Magazine that we hope w ill 
become a valuable part of the 
Community. 

Last time we had to cease pub
lication because of the lack of 
support of local advertisers 
added to the fact that we as a 
new company did not have the 
financial resources to continue 
until the magazine became valu
able, this time we believe you 
will support us and we can give 
you the time to assess the value 
of the magazine. 

Brownhills needs its own 
voice more than ever this area of 
ours has been neglected for far 
too long, we aim to re-generate 
a new community spirit. 

The Brownhills Gazette will 
form a family of 7 other com
munity magazines, all of which 
are now accepted as part of the 
community. 

We would also like to express 
our thanks to both Brownhills 
Comprehensive School and 
Shire Oak Community School, 
who have submitted various 
editorial articles for publication. 

This magazine is for you. It is 
yours to use to inform. Let us all 
take this opportunity of having a 
voice that can be heard . 

6,000 HOUSEHOLDS AND 
BUSINESSES MONTHLY 

The Shire Oak Community 
School's emblem of the sturdy 
and long living oak was borne 
out in reality in the recent fight 
against a proposed closure. 

Such was the anger of local 
residents in response to Coun
cillor T. Martin's proposals for 
tearing the heart out of the com
munity, that at the Public Meet
ing on September 12th, the Main 
School Hall found its walls 
bursting at the seams. Its 600 
capacity provision was swelled 
to accommodate over 760, and 
vociferous and supportive 

friends at the school were jam
packed into every conceivable 
space to hear the addresses by 
the Headmaster, Mr. A. W. Mills, 
Dr. W.F.R. Pover, Chairman of 
Governors, Mr. D. Powell, Chair
man of the Parents' Association 
and Mr. T. Mills, Parent Gover
nor. 

The careful dissection of 
Councillor Martin's proposals, 
by the speakers, was met by 
tumultuous applause and sup
port for "a fight to the Secretary 
of State if need be", and the hall 
resounded with the unanimous 

pledge to retain the heart of the 
community. 

It was obvious from the outset 
of the campaign to oppose the 
closure that the community 
would exercise its democratic · 
right to be heard. Petitions 
revealed in excess of 3,000 sig
natures from local residents 
actively opposed to Councillor 
Martin's proposals, and hun
dreds of letters were despatched 
to individual members of the 
Council by similarly 
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antagonised voters. Assured by 
a firm knowledge that the local 
community would not let the 
school die, it was not surprising 
therefore to find so many of its 
supporters in attendance at a full 
Council Meeting on September 
18th when the issue was to be 
discussed. 

The forecourt of the Council 
House was a mass of banners, 
placards and badges with the 
mighty Oak emblem proudly 
held high, their numbers com
pletely ov ershadowing those of 
a school like-wise threatened. 
Hundreds of Shire Oak School's 
friends protested orderly yet 

.----PART TIME----. 
EDITORIAL CO-ORDINATOR 
AND REPORTER REQUIRED 

We require for the Brownhills 
Gazette someone in the local community 

who is prepared to gather editorial material 
for your local community magazine. 

The person appointed would become 
the focal point for the magazine's 

editorial content, and would suit someone 
who is interested in their local community 
and would enjoy being involved with news 

gathered for the magazine. 

Experience is not required, just a good 
standard of English, a pleasing personality 

and a desire to work a few hours each 
month with your local magazine. 

Apply in the first instance in writing to : 
Mrs. P. Jacks, 

Baker Bond (Printing & Publishing) Ltd., 
P.O. Box 1, 183 High Street, Brownhills, 

West Midlands WS8 6HW. 

vociferously as they a waited the 
arrival of Councillors, and once 
inside the Council Chambers 
displayed their tolerance whilst 
the debate ensued. 

The result of the vote was met 
with a surge of cheers from 
Shire Oak. The heart of the 
Wood would live on ! A com
munity had shown a united front 
in opposing a proposed mea
sure it would not tolerate. 

Perhaps now, Shire Oak Com
munity School can turn its 
efforts into what it does best -
caring for and prov iding the best 
possible education for its pupils, 
and meeting the needs of those 
within the unified community 
w hich it seeks to serve. 

To each and every one in our 
community who so actively sup
ported the school in its fight -
Thank you for your t rust in us -
we will not fai l you. 

Fighting 
condoned 

The Shire Oak Community 
School is proud to announce 
that fighting, w ith respect to one 
individual particularly, receives 
its full support. 

Anthony Bickley, at present a 
pupil in Year II participates in the 
art of pugilism and has achieved 
a number of titles in this sport. 
Anthony, who lives in Beech 
Tree Road, Walsall Wood, has 
been boxing for a number of 
years. He is a member of The 
Pleck Amateur Boxing Club and 
t rains there regu larly each week. 
When asked how he spent his 
evenings, Anthony replied that 
for three nights of the week he 
engaged in sparring, bag and 
pad work, and when he was not 
engaged in doing that, then run
ning and skipping maintained 
his fighting weight at 45 kilog
rams. 

Devotion to training has 
resulted in Anthony achieving 
rightful acclaim. He has won 
through to the quarter fi nals of 
the National Amateur Boxing 
Club and last year his efforts 
were well and truly rewarded 
when he won the Schoolboy 
Amateur Boxing Association 
title. An additional claim to fame 
may also be made by Anthony in 
that he fought his way through 
to the final of the Junior Cham
pionship. 

Perhaps Anthony's most 
national recognition could be 
his selection to box for England 

against Wales. No one was more 
proud than Anthony when t his 
honour was bestowed, and 
indeed no one more disap
pointed when his opponent 
failed to present himself for the 
match. 

Aged sixteen, Anthony has 
been in the eyes of selectors for 
about three years and has rep
resented the County of Stafford
shi re and the West Midlands on 
numerous occasions. Of the 
forty fights Anthony has had, the 
fact that he has lost only nine 
serves as proof of his undoubted 
excellence in the sport, and if his 
int erest continues, then who 
knows to what level Anthony 
will rise. 

Boxing is Anthony's first love, 
but his talents in footwork 
exter.d to further than the box-
ing r ing's floor. An 
accomplished cross-country 
runner, Anthony has run for 
Wolverhampton and Bilston 
Athletic Club for two years as a 
Colt in the 800, 1500 and 3000m 
and represented Staffordshire 
and the West Midlands in the 
English Schools Competition. 

Fast off the mark, built for 
speed and stamina and adept at 
using his fists, Anthony fortu
nately reserves these talents for 
out of school hours, and when 
he is a member of the school 
community, the School rules are 
as binding in his eyes as those of 
the Marquis of Queensberry. 
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Young 
Historians 

Day 
Young Historians Day is a 

national activity which took 
place this. year on Thursday 
October 12th. Its subject is to 
engage children in lively and 
rather more ambitious historical 
experiences than can normally 
be carried out in the classroom. 

Shire Oak already has a con
nection w ith Lichfield Cathedral 
Study Centre through Schools 
History Project G.C.S.E. This 
connection was put to good use 
for some younger pupils when 
24 second year "Young Histo
rians" w ent t o Lichfield on 
October 12th. Dressed in colour
ful medieval costume and carry
ing medieval packed lunches 
they spent the day using previ
ous research in the classroom to 
re-enact the life of St Chad, 
deposit h is ubones" at the 
Cathedral and then stage a full 
scale pilgrimage to the " shrine· 
in the afternoon. 

Among the highlights of the 
day were a trip up the tower of St 
Chad's chu rch, a v isit to St 
John's Hospital which gave hos
pitality to pilgrims outside the 
walls of the city and candlelit 
scenes around the "shrine" in 
the Cathedral. 

The Cathedral Study Centre 
provided vegetable soup which 
we drank out of bowls as part of 
lunch and the school Biology 
Department provided the bony 
" relics" of the Saint. Mr 
Crowther videoed the day and 
took photographs while Mr 
Lloyd was resplendent in a red 
tunic, green cloak and genuine 
medieval footwear. 

At the end of the day King 
Wulfere, Archbishop Theodore, 
St Chad, assorted monks and 
pilgrims got back on the coach 
after a strenuous but rewarding 
day. Thanks to all the parents 
who helped with costumes, to 
the clergy who helped on the 
day and to the pupils for their 
considerable efforts. With 
Lichfield so close at hand there 
is much scope for the future -
who knows, next year maybe 
the Civil War! 

e We charge no fees 
e Se~ employed, up to £15,000 
without accounts 
e Sickness, accident and 
redundancy cover available 
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•
11·Ruff. Mo.ey" 

Ruff Moey, belligerant swag
gering victim of his times, was 
bought back to life fo r Brown-

Presented by Theatre Foundry 

at Brownhills Community School 

Starring Kim Durham 
• 

hi ll's Fifth and Sixth formers in a ------------------------"""' 
powerful production written by 
David Calcott. 

Complete w ith eye-patch, 
gammy leg and tankard of ale, 
Moey recounted past exploits, 
which included: dog-fighting, 
bear-baiting, wife-selling and 
slaving down a Black Country pit 
at the t ime of the Industrial 
Revolution. 

Act or, Kim Durham conveyed 
Moey's violent yet often humor
ous life and the audience was 
compelled to feel both sym
pathy and revulsion for him . 

Moses Maggs was a legend in 
his own life-time and his name 
survives today, thanks to the 
power of verse and song. 

This fascinating character's 
story helped students 
appreciate some of the harsher 
realities of life in the early 
nineteenth century. 

BEE·s 
FllGY BBESS Blll 

Available now - Fancy Dress 
Costumes for adults and children 

Halloween and Christmas etc. 
RING FOR APPOINTMENT PLEASE 

TEL: 021•747 5544 
Answer Phone 

164 Green Lane, Castle Bromwich, 
Birmingham 836 (Now at rear of 166 Green Lane) 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

~ 

~le-
a_ / 

_, 
President Percy Claridge 
Brownhills Rotary Club 

Rotary in Brownhills was 
founded in 1961 by Rotarian 
George Jones (Kingswood Col
liery}. 

Over the years Rotary Interna
tional have been instrumental in 
raising funds for local, national 
and international charities and 
their spendid work has become 
legendary throughout the 
world. Schools, hospitals, hos
pices, the underprivilged, senior 
citizens, children and mentally 
and physically handicapped are 
among those who have beneflt
ted from Rotarian involvement 
and recently a staggering £30 
million was raised world wide in 
support of Polio Plus which is 
designed to ensure every child 
in the world being immunised 
against Polio infection and 
thereby eliminate the disease. 

The object of Rotary is to 
encourage and foster the ideal 
of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to 
encourage and foster: 
(1) The development of 
acquaintance as an opportunity 
for service. 
(2) High ethical standards in 
business and professions; the 
recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the 
dignifying by each Rotarian of 
his occupation as an opportun
ity to serve society. 
(3) The application of the ideal 
of service by every Rotarian to 
his personal, business, and 
community life. 
(4) The advancement of inter
national understanding, good
will, and peace through a world 
fellowship of business and pro
fessional men united in the ideal 
of service. 

Rotary is sometimes accused 
of being an 'exclusive' organisa
tion, mainly because of its 
'single classification' principal 
and partly because it is limited to 

Motto: 
SERVICE ABOVE SELF 

men in positions of executive 
authority. If orie studies the ideal 
which the Movement seeks to 
serve it will be found that, in 
point of fact, few organisations 
are so wide in scope or so toler
ant in policy. That it is not easy 
for a man to enter Rotary is 
deliberate, because it is still less 
easy to remove him after he has 
been admitted. Unless he res
igns of his own free will or 
automatically forfeits his mem
bership because he has not paid 
his subscriptions, because his 
attendance has fallen below the 
required m inimum or becuase 
he has failed to keep solvent, he 
remains a member as long as he 
continues to carry on his busi
ness or professional life (or to 
reside) within the geographical 
area allocated to his Club. 

Unless the concept of Voca
tional Service in Rotary is 
thoroughly understood, the 
essence and purpose of Rotary, 
and the part that every Rotarian 
has to play in it, will be gravely 
under estimated. 

For over half a century the Rot
ary Movement has held to its 
'single classification' principal: 
one representative of each 
trade, business and profession. 
Admittedly there have been 
specific modifications, but as a 
Movement 'single classification' 
is, above any other, Rotary's dis
tinguishing feature. 

Although those outside the 
Movement may find this difficult 
to appreciate, for Rotarians it is 
the foundation stone upon 
which is built a unique oppor
tunity for service. In Rotary 
phraseology, the bank manager 
does not come into the Club as a 
'banker', he represents 'bank
ing' ; the owner of the grocery 
shop does not come in as a 
'grocer', he represents 
'groceries.retailing'. Th is is not 
an idle· distinction; it 

emphasises that in the Rotary 
Club the banker represents 
banking, that in the bank profes
sion he represents Rotary and 
that through the practice of 
banking he primarily and essen
tially gives service to the com
munity. 

Thus in enjoining Rotarians to 
set their business and profes
sional standards high, the single 
classification system, the fact 
that each Rotarian alone repre
sents his classification in the 
Club, provides this unique 
opportunity of ensuring that his 
representation should be con
sciously and conscientiously 
discharged, without any taint or 
false pride or superiority, and 
indeed it puts upon every Rota
rian a responsibility to do so. 

Whilst a Rotarian's basic loy
alty will always be to his own 
Club he must not forget that Rot
ary is flourishing in other Clubs 
not only in and around his own 
District but all over the world. It 
is a Rotarian's duty as set out in 
the 'Object of Rotary' to expand 
his fellowship into his business 
life, into other Rotary Clubs and 
Districts at home and abroad. 

Great benefit is achieved by 
visiting other Rotary Clubs and 
getting acquainted with Rota
rians from other towns and 
cities. Furthermore many clubs 
have linked with Rotary Clubs 
abroad and visits on an annual 
or bi-annual basis are arranged 
and are proving most success
ful. The Club Service Commit
tee, through one of its Sub-Com
mittees, can help the members 
of the Club by arranging inter
Club visits, sporting and social 
events, competitions and other 
activities for the benefit of the 
Rotarians and the community in 
general. The broader the field of 
fellowship the stronger the 
Movement becomes and the 
good influence of Rotary and its 

President Inner Wheel 
(Brownhills) Pat Millard 

objects must benefit all who 
come in contact with them. 

Secretary ofthe Rotary Club of 
Brownhills is Rotarian Graham 
Millard whose wife, Pat, is Presi
dent of the Brownhills branch of 
the Inner Wheel. 

The Inner Wheel - Motto: 
Friendship and Service - whose 
members are wives of Rota· 
rians, was founded in this coun
try in Manchester in 1923. 

The Brownhills Club was 
started in 1962 by Founder Pres
ident Mrs. Lily Waine and Char
tered in March 1963. 

Inner Wheel Association com
prises of club and District Areas 
made up over the countries of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Also it 
has clubs worldwide in 78 coun
tries (Figures 1987). 

Yearly Conferences are held in 
Blackpool or Bournemouth with 
an International Conference 
every 3 years, the next one being 
in Holland 1991 . 

Run entirely separately to the 
Rotary, Inner Wheel raise funds 
to help local, national and inter
national peoples. 

Among its many beneficiaries 
is the Children's Hospice Rain
bow House· which is soon to be 
built in Walsall. Meetings at Club 
level are held monthly with 
speakers being invited from var
ious business and other 
avenues. 

The Inner Wheel Year com
mences each July 1st. 

Forthcoming event for Brown
hilis Rotary is Four Oaks Big 
Band Show at Brownhills Com
munity School on November 
30th - Doors open 7.45 p.m. for 
8.15 commencement. 

Tickets are available (£3) from 
Downes Newsagents, High 
Street, Brownhills and Claridges 
TV & Radio, High Street, Brown
hills and High Street, Walsall 
Wood. 
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B1ownhill1 Gla11 Co. ltd. 
Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall 

Dear Customer, 

We are pleased to announce our latest move to new Larger Premises. 
We will now be able to offer an even greater range of products and new sizes of 

stock glass which will improve our senice to you. We are now able to offer 
Mirrors and Table Tops while you wait in our Mirror Showroom 

In addition we will have our own car park to enable quick collection of goods, 
and ease of parking to you the customer 

The new premises has a floorspace of 
approximately 23000 sq. ft. with much improved 

loading and unloading facilities and are only 
yards on the opposite side of the road from where 
we used to be. We offer a Free Delivery Service 

Six Days Per Week at Trade Prices - We look 
forward to serving you. 

Finally the Directors of Brownhills Glass 
are very pleased to announce the appointment of 

Maurice Meek as General Manager. For those who 
already know him you will appreciate the vast 

knowledge he possesses of our trade. For those of 
you who do not know Maurice we are sure he will 

be of great help and service to you. 

Barons 
Court 
Hotel 

New 

Premises 

Old Premises 

TEL: 0543 371768 
0543 378986 

FAX: 0543 372134 



6 THE BROWNHILLS GAZETTE, OCTOBER 1989 

-:rhe Shire Oak Community School-
Industry Link with 

---Bass, Mitchells and Butler--__.. 
I was a little apprehensive 

when Chris Hallum, deputy 
Headmistress of The School, 
approached me regarding a pos
sible liaison with Bass, Mitchells 
and Butlers (B.M.& B). 

As an English teacher the sub
ject of alcohol abuse was often 
discussed and it didn't seem 
appropriate to forge a link with a 
brewery! However, I agreed to 
meet David Plant, the Training 
Manager of Bass. 

I need not have worried ! As 
the discussion developed I 
became more and more
enthusiastic about the scope of 
work such a link could produce. 
It was decided that my 1 Oth year 
English set would visit the Bass 
Museum in Burton with the aim 
of producing booklets that Bass 
could use in their Museum shop. 
Here was a unique opportunity 
to write for a genuine purpose 
and for a real audience. Even 
more exciting was the possibil
ity of having the work pub
lished! 

The date set for the visit was 
Tuesday 6th June. We arrived at 
the Bass Musuem at 10.30 and 
were given a guided tour around 
'The Chairman's Gallery' which 
displays the malting and brew-

ing techniques used over the 
years with photographs of how 
the Bass breweries operate 
today. 

It was interesting to know that 
the ingredients used have 

hardly changed. It is the yeast 
that gives the brew T!s special 
flavour but try as I might, was 
unable to persuade the guide to 
give me the recipe!! 

Lunch, provided b'll Bass, 

included sausage, beans and 
potatoes and lemonade for the 
pupils - Mr Spence (Head of 
English) and myself felt it only 

CONTINUED OPPOSITE 

1/2PRICE SUITES 
PRICES FROM £299 - £1,500 

WE MUST SELL A LIMITED NUMBER OF SUITES 
LESS THAN 1/2 PRICE DUE TO STOCK CHANGE. 

NEW CARPET & BEDDING DEPT NOW OPEN 
DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY 

Modern up-to
the-minute 
3 PIECE SUITE 

WAS 
ITALIAN CONCEPT ............................. ..... £995 
BANBURY ... ......... ............. ..................... £ 760 
NIKITAS .................................................. £ 779 

t::;;;:,~~ MAYFAIRS .............................................. £1675 
MARLOWS ......... .................................... £1425 
DYNASTY ............................................... £1275 
KADITZ ................................................... £ 599 
STATESMEN .......................................... £1700 

OPEN7DAYS 
Visit our Extensive Showroom lOO's of Suites on Display 

ALLIED CLEARANCE CENTRE 
55 STATION STREET, BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE 

Open daily 10 am -8 pm Sundays 10 am 6 pm 

Telephone: 021·631 4306 or 631 4308 

NOW 
£650 
£325 
£349 
£749 
£665 
£600 
£290 
£630 
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Link with Bass, 
Mitchells & Butler 

Those students irtterested in 
the pub games worked in 
groups and further divided into 
'writers' and 'artists'. Agreeing 
on an audience of 6-1 O year olds, 
this group decided to personify 
the red Bass triangle logo by giv
ing it a face, arms and legs, the 
red triangle was transformed 
into Bertie Bass. Speech bub
bles allowed Bertie to explain 
the simplified rules for each pub 
game. 

superb finished piece of work 
and I felt very proud when hand
ing it in for inspection. 

We wait t o hear from B.M.& B. 
and hope that they w i ll find 
some of the submissions worth
while publishing. We keep our 
fingers crossed. 

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

polite to sample the kind of 
refreshment B.M.& B specialize 
in!! 

After lunch we looked around 
the rest of the Museum; of par
ticular interest was the railway 
model of Burton as it was on 
Monday 10th October 1921 . 

Several pupils were interested 
in old pub games and so they 
made notes in 'The Bar': a 
reconstruction of an earl ier bar. 
The barman played a polyphon 
by using an old one penny coin. 
It was sim ilar to a musical box. 
The room itself was filled with 
pub games and rules on how to 
play them. 

Before leaving The Bass 
Museum, we had our photo
graph taken. David Plant is 
standing at the end of the back 
row. 

Back at school the students 
listed their particular interests 
and decided to work either indi
vidually, in pairs or groups. 
Then the content was planned 
taking into careful consideration 
the age of the audience. 

The students worked hard at 
home as well as in class: one 
group worked during the sum
mer holidays. 

The finished booklets con
sisted of; an individual piece of 
work from Elaine Poxon about 
the shi re horses, several pupils 
worked in pairs to complete puz
zle books containing informa
tion on the history of Bass. Puz
zles included word searches, 
mazes and competitions and 
some pairs chose a young audi
ence of 4-6 years, while others 
selected the 9-11 year age 
group. 

Ruth Harvey and Jan Broc
khurst submitted a package to 
be kept at reception at B.M. & B's 
eating houses and hotels. 
Designed forthe 11-12 year aids, 
worksheets included an 'I Spy' 
page on hotel objects/items and 
a diary. 

Sally-Ann Webb and Penny 
Atkins produced a children's 
story for 4-7 year aids based on 
the brewing process. 'As the 
brewing process is quite comp -
cated, we concentrated on tne 
simpler, initial stages'. 
explained Penny. To interest 
their young readers, the girls 
personified the barley and hops. 
The beautiful Betty Barley and 
handsome Harry Hops meet at a 
health farm, eventually marry 
and happily produce many yeast 
babies. 

Further consultation resulted 
in a section of four pub games: 
'Devil Amongst the Tails', 
'Shove 'alfpenny', 'Ring the Bull' 
and 'Dominoes'. The medium 
used was water colour. Simon 
James explains; 'We decided to 
use water colour because it is 
more effective and then we used 
appropriate quality paper other
.vise the work would crease! 

It was decided to try to incor
porate the Bass logo as often as 
possible and to represent vari
ous objects used in the games 
with B.M.& B. products. Thus 
bottles were used to represent 
skittles and the base became a 
red triangle in ' Devil Amongst 
the Tail'. Cans were drawn 
instead of a pole and a barrel 
instead of a pendulum. 

'Shove 'alfpenny' was set on a 
red triangle with labelled bottle 
tops to represent halfpennies 
and the ring in 'Ring the Bull' 
became a can pul l. 

The dominoes spelled the 
word Bass and the counters 
became red triangles. It was a 

Susan Evans 

Certificates 
Awarded 

On Friday October 6th thirteen 
members of Year II at the Shire 
Oak School were presented with 
Nationally recognised Food 
Hygiene certificates. They had 
trained for these certificates last 
term with Mr. Chris Bew from 
Bass, Mitchells & Butlers Ltd. 
The pupils are amongst the 
youngest people in the country 
to gain this award. 

The presentation took place 
during a buffet party planned 
and prepared by fifteen other • 
members of Year II. Over a 
period of three weeks working 
again with Mr. Bew and their 
Catering teacher they had plan
ned a buffet based on current 
healthy eating guidelines. The 
finished menu included such 
tasty dishes as chilli dip, cheese 
and tomato pizza, prawn open 
sandwiches and cheese and 
yoghurt mousse. 

A. Neath. 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 
'Cocky's Seed Shop', a branch of 'The Cat's Whiskers Pet 

Shop' who have traded in Brownhills for several years on the 
corner of Church Rd., has now opened at 17,1 High St. 
Brown hills. 

The new shop gets its name from the Company's pet 
cockatiel who has earned itseH a reputation for conversing 
with customers. 

'Coclcy's Seed Shop' specialise in seeds and remedies for 
all birds - pigeon fanciers in particular are well catered for 
- at very competitive prices. 

Proprietors Sally Taylor and Susan Stormont said that 
their aim is to offer a friendly, fast and efficient service in 
providing the requirements of their clientele. 

'Cocky's Seed Shop-171 High Street, Brownhills. 

FOR ALL YOUR BIRD 
SEED/REMEDY REQUIREMENTS 

COCKY'S SEED SHOP 
171, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

Specialist Seeds and Remedies 
for ALL Birds 

at competitive prices 
Beginners Aquatic requirements in stock 

FOR YOUR GARDEN * Seeds * Plank * Shrn . ...., * e· 
Cail:;;. :er ine dl_ ;:::d nelpfr..L -en1ce 

Free delivery to Bro"'llhills area (0543) 452133 
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Going green in Brownhills 
ne destruction of the ozone 

aayer, the greenhouse effect, 
acid rain, the energy crisis, pol
lution, endangered species, ani
mal welfare - many of us assume 
these complicated environmen
tal problems can only be hand
led by Governments and that 
there is very little that we can do 
to help. 

However, every day of the 
week, whether we are shopping 
for fish fingers or a new car, we 
are making choices that affect 
the environment we Jive in. Buy 
the wrong car and we may end 
up w ith a larger fuel b ill, few er 
trees and possibly even less 
intelligent children. Spray the 
wrong aerosol and you help 
destroy the ozone layer -
increasing everybody's chances 
of contract ing skin cancer. Even 

taking a bite out of a hamburger 
can be taking a bit e out of the 
world's rain forests since much 
of the clearance of forests in 
Brazil has been for cattleranch
i ng to produce beef destined for 
fast food hamburgers. 

So, what can we do, here in 
Brow nhills, to help our environ
ment? Try following some of 
these tips, especially when 
shopping: 

* Buy alt ernatives to aerosols 
- such as stick or roll-on 
deodorants - or change to 
CFC free aerosols. 

* Use bio-degradable, phos
phate-free detergents. 

* Buy unleaded petrol, if your 
car wi ll take it. If it won't, see 
if you can get it converted. 

For further details on 

Advertising or Editorial 

Please telephone 

(0543) 452840 or 0217767101 

.-Che~t.er Road Aquatics 
' I 

I 

I 
I 

Rear of: Bourne Farm Garden Centre , I 
Chester Road, Ald~ridge 

j/JJ . I 
I~ · ;~ I 
~ 

Large selection of I 
Tropical Fish I 

Aquariums and Cabinets I 
and full range of accessories I 

in stock : 
Friendly advice available I 

seven days a week 
. . 

BRING TIDS ADVERT 
WITH YOU FOR 10% OFF DRY GOODS 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I ~ 
! 

VISIT US OR PHONE: ~I 
I 
I 

__ __ _ _ II 021 -352 0871 ! 

"----

* Recycle glass by using bot
tl e banks. 

* Be economical w ith all 
forms of energy . 

* Buy organic fruits and veg
etables 

* Use recycled stationery. 

* Choose low-dioxin paper 
and santitory products. 

*Buy mercury-free batteries 

* Burn smokeless fuels. 

* Parents of babies and 
toddlers should choose dis
posable nappies made w ith
out chlorine bleaches. 

*Make sure your loo paper is 
made from 100% recycled 
paper! (Most of it is any
way). 

* Use soaps and cosmetics 
which are not tested on ani
m als. 

Many supermarkets, espe
cially Tesco, Safeway and 
Sainsbury's are making a big 
effort t o attract the "Green" 
shopper, so it is becoming 
easier, and cheaper, to be an 
environmentally friendly shop-

per. However, having done your 
shopping, try not t o w aste it. 
Each yea r, every person in Bri
tain throws away: 

* 2 dustbins of rubbish per 
week. 

* the eq uivalent of 2 trees. 

* 90 drinks cups. 

* 70 food cans 

* 35 pet food cans. 

* 107 bottlles and jars. 

* 45 kg of plastics. 

Remember - Keep Brita in T idy 
and recycle or reuse w herever 
possible. 

Final ly - are you dreaming of a 
Green Christmas! Try buying 
Christmas cards and gifts from 
organisations such as Friends of 
the Earth, Worldwide Fund for 
Nature, Greenpeace, Oxfam,, 
R.S.P.B. etc, and if y ou must 
have a tree, try to buy one with 
roots which you can use y ear 
after year. The Science Depart
ment at Brownhills School will 
be happy to provide y ou w ith t he 
addresses of these organisa
t ions and will always t ry to ans
wer your questions on "Going 
Green w. 
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20th October 
National Curriculum Training 
Day. School closed for pupils. 

6th November 
Community Executive Commit
tee Meeting - 7 p.m. 

8th November 
Annual Parents Evening and 
A.G.M. of Home & School 
Association. 

12th November 
Disabled Sports Day 
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Events Diary for Brownhills 
Community School 

12th December 
Christmas Fayre 

13th December 
Christmas Concert 

13th November 
Governors' Meeting 6 p.m. 
Open to parents. 

15th November 
Joint Prospective 6th Form 
Parents' Evening (at Shire Oak 
School) 

20th December 
20th November School closes 
School & Community Awards 
Day. Guest Speaker Ian Taylor - 3rd January 1990 
England Hockey Team Goal- School re-opens for pupils 
keeper. 

23rd November 4th January 1990 
Sixth form Arts Drama and Pantomime. Lecture Theatre -
Music Evening 7.30 p.m. 

-----------ADVERTISING FEATURE------------

Recruitment and Management Consultants 
MAS Recruitment & Manage

ment Consultants are the Mid
lands newest professional 
Recruitment and Management 
consultancy, providing the ulti
mate professional service. 
Specialists in senior level 
appointments, MAS Recruit
ment and Management Consul
tants recognize the importance 
of appointing the right person 
irrespective of the position 
involved, from Managing Direc
tor of Office Junior, from Civil 
Engineer to Labourer, perma
nent or temporary. 

Launched in May this year, 
they have already established a 
strong client base for Permanent 
recruitment, including many 

large pie's and the newly formed 
Temporary Division is already 
proving to be extremely suc
cessful. 

Founder of the business, Mer
vyn Sargeant is a member of 
The Chartered Association of 
Certified Accountants. Having 
worked in industries rang ing in 
size from small family com
panies to British Telecom and 
British Steel, he is ideally qual
ified to understand the require
ments of any business, and is 
always willing to visit a com
pany to discuss their require
ments in detail. 

Recruitment Consultant 
Rosemary Addis has many 

years experience of recruitment 
and t raining, with a broad 
background ranging through 
industry, supermarkets and the 
Coal Board. 

Newly appointed controller of 
the Temporary Division, Louise 
Boden also has many years 
experience of recruitment, train
ing and management of large 
London based organisations. 

However, MAS recruitment 
and Management Conultants 
are more than just another 
recru itment consultancy. As the 
name suggests they also offer 
other management consu ltancy 
services, with a team of expertly 
qualified consu ltants available 

to help solve any business prob
lem. 

To complete the services, 
MAS Recruitment and Manage
ment Consultants are also able 
to offer a complete Accountancy 
service to the self employed, 
including Taxation, VAT, 
Accounts and computerised 
Book-Keeping and Wages. 

So if you're an individii.al look
ing for a fresh challenge to your 
career, or a company needing to 
recruit or the help of a consul
tant, or someone who needs 
assistance with their accounts, 
just pick up the telephone and 
call Brownhills (0543) 373773, 
for the complete professional 
service. 

Recruit~nent and Manage1nent Consultants 

Permanent and Temporary Recruitment 

Management Consultancy 

Accountancy Services 

123a High St., Brownhills 
Walsall WSB 61-IL 
~ (0543) 373773 

FAX: 0543 373726 

'·'.·.· 

Tiie Professio1rnl Recruil1ne11t 
.::.!!: and Managen1e11t Consultants =1lil. 

:@.••=t:t•ttttt:w:•:•:~{:tl%i%l:&t%&tiW@WM%WWi%%MiMlNMMlKffMWkWbtd@ilMMMfM%ik%JhiWt@'fai.Hl%t@tlKtfa(~::m+'+?:t&%lf::\(::t.: 
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Brownhills School and 
Community Centre News 

The School & Community 
Association is moving into an 
extremely busy and exciting 
period leading up to t he Christ
mas festivities. 

The first major event is the 
School's Curriculum Award 
assessment day on 12th October 
when the school's integration 
with its community will be 
examined by appointed asses
sors for a national award. Plans 
are well in hand to display the 
wide variety of work undertaken 
at the centre and hopes are high 
for success in this prestigious 
undertaking giving recognit ion 
to the pioneering work done in 
promoting Community Educa
tion in the area. 

Following closely on the heels 
of the assessment will be the 
Community Open Day on 19th 
October. This will be .an oppor-

tunity for all the people of 
Brownhills to seethe work of the 
school and the Community 
Association during the day and 
in the evening. 

The morning session is aimed 
specifically at mothers with 
small toddlers, parents at home 
at this t ime of day and those 
wishing to return to school to 
gain further qualifications. All 
the facilities of the school will be 
on display and a special creche 
will be available so that the 
mothers can leave their children 
in safe, trained hands. Visitors 
will be able to try "taster" ses
sions on the work-processing 
facilities as well as the wide vari
ety of sporting and leisure 
opportunities available at the 
site. A " story-time" sessions w ill 
be held every half hour in the lib
rary. Visitors will also be able to 

Travel Club 
We are pleased that the Com

munity Association's Travel 
Club is active again with 3 trips 
planned for the future. 

On 2nd December there is a 
t rip to London for sightseeing or 
shopping - leaving the school at 
8.30 am and leaving London 
approximately 6.30 pm. The cost 
for this is £3.99. 

We are also able to offer a 
weekend visit to London to see 

"Phantom of the Opera" at 
£72.50. 

Our most ambitious trip is the 
one planned for next May to 
Florida. This is priced at £699 
adult, £499 child and includes 
breakfast and evening meal and 
trips to Disneyworld, Epcot 
Centre and Sea World. 

Please contact the school if 
you are interested in any of 
these visits. 

try a school lunch if they bring 
their dinner money! 

The afternoon session w ill dis
play the use made of the centre 
by Senior Citizen groups. They 
will be taking part in bowls, bad
minton and swimming sessions 
and again v isitors may join in if 
they wish. An interesting experi
ment will take place during the 
afternoon when a First Year His
tory lesson on the Second War 
will be visited by local people 
with vivid memories of that time 
50 years ago. 

The exhibitions and displays 
will carry on during the evening 
when the normal community 
classes will be in operation. For 

those interested in the arts Blox
wich and Brownhills Operatic 
Society will be undertaking their 
usual rehearsal in the Lecture 
Theatre and there will be an 
opportunity for visitors to see 
"behind the scenes". 

The licenced bar will be open 
and the evening w ill conclude 
with the attraction of local group 
" Fragile" playing live music 
from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Many more attractions will 
take place during the day to suit 
people of all ages and interest. 
This will be an ideal opportunity 
for everyone to pop along and 
see just what goes on in their 
Community School. 

Community Awards Day 
Community Awards Day is 

now in its 5th year and is an 
opportunity for School and 
Community to recognise the 
achievements of a wide variety 
of people in the area. 

The day is organised in two 
sessions. The afternoon concen
trates on the achievements of 
pupils in years 1 to 3, whilst in 
the evening session senior 
pupils and adults come forward 
to have their academic and 
social achievements recognised 
by the Community. The guest 
speaker this year will be Ian 

Taylor who achieved fame last 
year as the Goalkeeper in the 
Gold Medal w inning England 
Hockey Team atthe Seoul Olym
pics. Ian also gained a Bronze 
Medal at the Los Angeles Olym
pics in 1984. We look forward to 
an interesting and lively even
ing. 

INDOOR BOWLING 

Early next year - January 9th 
to be precise - Brownhills Com
munity Association will host its 
first professional pantomime. A 
production of Cinderella will be 
performed by a touring com
pany from London. Tickets will 
be on sale towards the end of the 
term so look out for the advertis
ing posters to avoid disappoint
ment. 

For sometime, a group of 
Brownhills people have been 
enjoying Indoor Bowling at 
Brownhills School. Last year it 
was decided that we should join 
the Walsall Community 
School's League as soon as pos
sible. Mats and bowls were pro
vided by the Community Associ
ation at the Activity Centre, and 
we began bowling there in 

January of this year. 
We had 8 regular members to 

begin with. Others have since 
joined in and now we have 20 
members. It was decided by 
those who attend t hat the 
annual subscription would be 
£1.50 and 20p was to be paid for 
every session attended, (a drink 
is provided). 

We meet every Monday and 

Friday at 9.30, although in 
future, matches will be played 
on Mondays, the first one being 
a home match against Shelfield 
on the 9th October. 

In the last few weeks we have 
welcomed 5 people who had 
never played bowls before. They 
are thoroughly enjoying this 
new experience. 

Special Schools 
Sports 

On Sunday, 12th November, 
Brownhills Community School 
are playing host to the first, of 
what is hoped to become an 
Annual event, Walsall Special 
Schools, whose pupils will com
pete in a variety of sporting 
events, ranging from swi'mming 
and basket-ball shooting to skit
tles and an obstacle course. 

The competition begins at 
9.00 am and will continue 
through the morning providing 
fun and enjoyment for all con
cerned. All competing athletes 
will be presented w ith a medal in 
addition to which the first three 
competitors in each event will 
receive their medals on the vic
tory rostrum. 

To further enhance the 
friendly, fun like atmosphere of 
the morning's competition, 
lunch will take the form of a bar
becue cooked by our own staff. 
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~ BARGAIN ~ 
BEDDING BONANZA 

We guarantee you can't 
buy cheaper in the Walsall area 

*See also superb · 
range of pining Suites, 

Wall Units, Suites, etc * . . . 

3ft Lincoln Divan 
(starter bed) .................... £49.99 
3ft Richmond Divan ............ £60 
4ft 6in Richmond Divan ...... £89 
4ft 6in Richmond, 
four drawer ........................ £135 
3ft Richmond Divan, 
two d rawer .......................... £89 

5 YEAR GUARANTEE 
3ft Kensington Divan 
(firm mattress) .................... £69 
4ft 6in Kensington Divan 
(firm mattress) .................. £109 
3ft Chelsea Slide Drawer .... £89 
3ft Mayfair Divan (top of 
the range with Damast 
Qui lted Mattress) ................ £99 
4ft 6in Mayfair Divan (Top of the 
range with Demast Quilted 
Mattress) ........................... £149 
4ft 6inn Mayfiar Drawer (Top of 
Range w ith Damast Quilted 
Mattress) .... ....................... £195 

- I . 
ORTHOPAEDIC 
3ft Ortho Divan .................... £95 
4ft 6in Ortho Divan (five 
year guarantee) ................. £139 
4ft 6in Ortho Four Drawer. £185 
MATTRESSES 
* Lincoln 3ft .... ................... £29 
*Lincoln 4ft 6in ................. £39 
*Mayfair 3ft .......... ............. £59 
*Mayfair 4ft 6in ............ ..... £89 
*Kensington 3ft ........ ........ £49 
*Kensington 
[fkm mattress ...... ................ £69 
* Ort ho 3ft ...... ................. ... £64 
* Ortho 4ft 6in .... ... ............. £89 
HEADBOARDS 
Dralon 3ft from £9.99 
Dralon 4ft 6in from £11.99 
Continental Headboards, 
from ......... .... ......... ............. .. £89 

V~ G. FURNITURE 
UNIT 2, WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD 

Tel: (0543) 360584 *OPEN SUNDAY 10 AM-4 PM* 
Finance details on request OPEN FRIDAY TILL 8 PM 

SHADES 
PHOTOGRAPHICS 

PORTRAITS -WEDDINGS 
COMMERCIAL- INDUSTRIAL 

ADVERTISING 

TEL: 554 4011 
l+'E PUT YOU IN THE PICTURE 

School video 
made by staff 
The staff at Shire Oak Com

munity School has always been 
proud of all the school has to 
offer its pupils and two mem
bers of the staff, Gary Crowther 
and Debbie Wood, decided in 
the summer term to do what 
many successful organisations 
do to advertise the fact that they 
are successful - make a video. 

The school has built up a link 
with the U.K. branch of the 
enormous J.V.C. electronics 
company of Japan and it was 
decided to make use of their 
expertise to help in the v ideo 
venture. 

Gary and Debbie received 
tra ini ng from J.V.C. staff on 
camcorder filming techniques. 

"I thought I knew how to use a 
camera until I met the J .V.C. 
people," commented Gary. "I 
had used a camera on several 
occasions but it wasn't until we 
attended the training course that 
I realised just how difficu lt it is to 
make a decent v ideo." 

The filming took place over a 
period of several weeks and 
both teachers were very impre
ssed w ith the way in which the 
pupils at the school reacted in 
front of the camera. 

"They were naturals," says 
Debbie Wood. "They seemed 
much more at ease in front of t he 
camera than we did behind it. It 
was pleasing to see how confi
dent our pupils are." 

The film was edited at the 
beginning of this term. It took 30 
hours to edit 3 hours of film into 
an 8 minute video! 

"The editor, M ichael Cattini 
certainly knew his stuff. He w as 
an absolute perfectionist and 
has really made a smashing 
job," said Gary Crowther. "We 
wanted the video to be less than 
10 minutes but with 3 hours on 
film we never thought we would 
manage it. It was good to have 
someone with such expertise 
involved in the project." 

The video w i ll be shown at 
parents' evenings in the local 
partner primary schools later 
this term. 

Both Gary and Debbie hope 
that this will just be the begin
ning of video in the curriculum 
at Shire Oak. They are already 
planning another film and hope 
to involve as many pupils as 
possible in the making of their 
next blockbuster! 

Part Time 

Representative 

Required 

Articulate, presentable and 
outgoing person, must be able 

to work on own initative 
Own car required 

Mileage allowance paid 
Flexible hours 

Tel: (0543) 452840 
or write Mrs. P. Jacks 

Baker Bond Printing & Publishing Ltd 
P.O. Box No.L 
183, High Street, 

Brownhills 
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As I sat there it crossed my 
mind that I didn't want to be here 
at all. Oh yes, I had done this 
before, but the canoe had been 
much wider, (or more likely I had 
been thinner) and the water had 
definitely been warmer. The 
encouragement I was getting 
from the poolside was very help
ful, but very intense: they had 
rolled the canoe and got out 
under water and they were 
going to make sure that I did. I 
took a very deep breath .... 

As pa rt of the 6th form Certifi
cate of Pre-Vocational Education 
Course (CPVE) students of 17 
years of age are expected to 
show that they have the ability 
to cope w ith everyday life. In 
order to meet this requirement a 
party of sixth form students 
from Shire Oak and other local 
schools spent the first week of 
October at Teignhaven Holiday 
Camp, Teignmouth, Devon. The 
camp had all but closed down 
for the winter, giving the stu
dents the chance to live in self-

catering chalets and have a go at 
catering for themselves for a 
week. Each student had £2.25 
per day to spend on food and 
were put into groups of three per 
chalet. In order to monitor and 
avaluate their ability to cope 
w ith the responsibility of this 
they had to feed a member of 
staff at least twice during the 
week. They were given £2.50 for 
electricty to cover the whole of 
the week (cooking, hot water, 
heating, lighting and television) 
and told politely but firmly to get 
on with it. The chalets were 
expected to be kept clean and 
tidy at all times. 

Shopping proved to be an 
interesting experience for some 
but they soon got the idea that 
natural, fresh foods were not 
only healthier but often worked 
out cheaper than beefburgers 
and tinned peas with oven chips. 
The staff were treated to a vari
ety of good meals during the 
week. 

A lot of the emphasis of CPVE 

is based on the individual bein£, 
able to recognise their own 
strengths and weaknesses and 
upon teamwork. The daytime 
activities included a coastal walk 
of fairly gruelling proportions, 
an assault course done both as 
individuals and in teams with 
one person blindfolded, rolling a 
canoe in a safe situation in prep
aration for more canoeing and a 
long walk involving skills of 
map-reading and teamwork. As 
a final test the students had to 
camp for a night and plan and 
prepare food and drinks that 
could be made on an open fire 
(after they had gathered suitable 
fuel and built it). 

Traditional school experi
ences were also included, there 
was a classroom session each 
eveni'ng and one afternoon was 
spent conducting a survey of 
tourist facilities within the area. 
Several classroom strategies 
used in t he course were to prom
ote the use of positive encour
agement to other members of 

the teams they were part of. This 
training provided spectacular 
results. People who had been 
full of self doubt about their own 
ability suddenly developed the 
confidence to have a go, found 
that they could succeed and 
never looked back. 

CPVE is all about learning by 
experience. The activities 
offered in a Residential Week 
cannot be matched by any other 
educational experience. The stu
dents who took part have 
developed skills that they can 
use for the rest of their life. 

..... I pushed clear of the canoe 
and broke the surface of the 
water with plenty of breath to 
spare. The enthusiastic shouts 
and cheers made me wonder 
who had actually succeeded, me 
or them. I was certainly getting a 
lot out of this course; and I was 
only one of the teachers! 

John Simkin 
CPVE Residential Week Tutor 
Shire Oak School 

BROWNHILLS SHOPPING ARCADE 
Paul's 

Discounts 
*Kitchen Ware 

* Household Goods 
*Rugs from £1.99 

* Reading glasses 
*Toys 

At prices that are 
hard to beat! .. :. 

,_,_:~.:~- ;~:..: -~~~': 

Michelle Jayne 
Fashions 

nns WEEKS SPECIAL OFFERS! 
Waist Slips 65p each 2 for £1.00 

Ladies Tights & Stockings for 20p pair 
Jeam on!)' £12.50 
Ski Pants £1.99 

Excellent selection of diildrms 
wear also anilahle 
Dungarees only 99p 
Babygros 2 for £3.00 

Tracksuits from £2.99 
Baby Dresses from £1.99 

EVERYTHING IS 
UNDER ONE ROOF 

High Street, Brownhills 

The 
Martin Egan 

Discount 
Food Hall 

«;f:P 
For prices that are 
out of this world 

Discount 
Jewellery 

ABS Jewellery are proud 
to offer the best selection 

of Jewellery at 
Discount prices 

Fashion lines to Gold and 
Silver Austrian Crystal 

to Diamante 
Come and see 

Sues 
Cards 

Brownhills biggest 
and best selection of 

Cards and Wrapping Paper 
Halloween Masks, Hats, 

Christmas Cards now 
in stock 

OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK 
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TVEI The Residential 1989 
Day One--------

Canoeing 
Travelled from Brownhills to 

Coven in bright sunshine and 
canoed in both three person 
Canadian canoes and in kayaks. 
Each member of the group 
experienced both types of 
"transport". Pupils began to 
work together and even after 
this single activity the group had 
begun to 'gel'. 

Showered and changed we 
had lunch and then were 
instructed in tent erection, 
primus lighting and general 
camp craft. We then picked up 
and loaded the equipment 
needed for survival over the 
next few days. The pupils then 
had a half hour session on the 
Assau It Course before we left for 
Blackshaw Moor. 

Campsite 
Arrived under threatening 

skies and prepared to set up 
tents. Pupils had just pegged out 
the ground sheets when the 
heavens opened and pup ils 
were forced to continue under 
an absolute deluge. They all had 
their tents up in ten minutes. 
Considering the conditions this 
was a tremendous achievement 
hailed by all the staff. Those who 
finished quickly helped those 
still working which again was 
commendable. 

The rain went off very soon 
after (typical!) and the pupils 
were then able to cook a meal 
and transferred equipment from 
minibus roofrack to tent. 

Evening 

Went to Meerbrook for a local 
area walk and stopped for 
refreshment at a local "weW. 

Map Walk 

Pupils rose and showered and 
cooked breakfasts and prepared 
packed lunches. Another warm 
day was forecast. Mr. Kettleday 
and Mrs Tomlinson arrived at 
9.00 am looking fresh. Following 
an instruction session on the 
route and the distribution of 
maps, pupils set out in threes 
and fours for the First 
Checkpoint. Mr. Kettleday and 
Miss Wright and Mrs Tomlinson 
walked with the pupils. Mr. 
Twist and Mr. Lockett rode in the 
M inibus and checked pupils 
through various stages of the 
hike. 

Few pupils went wrong and 
those that did were soon found 
and redirected. All pupils and 
staff completed the ten miles by 
early afternoon. 

All pupils went swimming 
with Mr. Lockett and Mr. Twist at 
Brough Park Leisure Centre in 
Leek. 

Pupils then boughttheir even-

ing meal and returned to the 
Camp site. 

Pupils played games or 
revised for forthcoming exami
nations until bed time. 

DAY THREE~~~~~~-

Climbing, Abseiling and Cycling 
and Caving 

The pupils were split into two 
groups, A and B. Group A went 
cycling with Mr. Twist from 
Parsley Hall to Ashbourne along 
the complete length of the Tis
sington Trail. Once again the 
weather was superb. Group A 
completed the cycle trek in very 
good time and while waiting for 
the change over enjoyed a 
paddling session in Wash Brook. 

Group B spent the morning 
climbing and abseiling on the 
Roaches they completed two 
climbs and two absails each plus 
some boulder work. They then 
travelled to Ashbourne and 
swapped activities with Group B 
who then travelled up to the 
Roaches for their session of 
clambering and slithering. This 
group did very well and all corn-

pleted three different climbs and 
several abseils plus some boul
der work. 

Group B then travelled back to 
Blackshaw Moor and made their 
evening meal first. Group A 
arrived later then expected due 
to various bicycle malfunctions 
on the journey back up the trail. 
Group Ball now fed and watered 
set off to the Caving site - Ax 
Hole followed later by Group B 
who were taken down as a sec
ond party. 

The cave is a very physically 
demanding one including some 
very muddy crawls and quite a 
few narrow or rather very nar
row sections. The pupils and 
staff coped very well and 
everyone felt a great sense of 
achievement on emerging back 
into the warm evening. 

Mr. Dodds and Mr. Shepherd 
were instructors forthe climbing 
and abseiling sessions. Mr. 
Dodds stayed on into the even
ing to run the caving activity. 

DayFour·--------

Dry Slope Ski Centre 

The last day and as last days 

usually are a very busy one. 
Broke camp and checked equip
ment and after several re-'brillo
ing' of billies, a general litter 
sweep and tent peg search we 
all set off from Blackshaw Moor 
to Leek. At Leek the pupils were 
given an hour to buy souveniers, 
presents etc before we set off 
once again for Coven to return 
the equipment. 

Arrived at Coven at 12.30 pm 
and checked off and tidied away 
equipment. Pupils washed the 
muddy caving suits and gener
ally helped to sort out the gear. 
After having a quick packed 
lunch and a drink of squash 
pupils were loaded back onto 
the buses and we set off for 
Swadlincote for a 3.00 - 4.00 pm 
Ski lesson booking. We arrived 
on the stroke of three and had a 
thoroughly enjoyable session. 
The activity was notable for the 
comparatively few falls com
pared to years past. 

The pupils were now very 
tired and ready for the home
ward leg. Leaving Swadlincote 
we got back to Brownhills at 5.20 
pm and once buses were swept 
clean the pupils were released at 
about 5.30 pm. 



Crack is a relatively new drug 
to come onto the drugs scene, 
like many trends destined to 
come to this country is started 
life in America, where it was vir
tually · unheard of only three 
years ago. Now it is the drug of 
abuse in America, no other drug 
has spread so fast. It took LSD 
five years to move from a 
localised drug to a national drug 
of abuse. It started almost as a 
cottage industry, with small 
drug pedlars, who found that by 
converting the established drug 
cocaine hydrochloride back to 
its base state to form Crack, they 
cou ld realise about 300% profit. 
No wonder that it was not long 
before its production became 
highly organised. 

The drug affects both male 
and female alike, whereas with 
other drugs there is normally a 
much higher proportion of 
males than females who 
become addicted. The addiction 
of large numbers of females 
tends to result in the breakdown 
of normal family life. Unlike 
many other drugs it is a drug 
that produces vio lence, even in 
people who have no predisposi
ton towards violence. Surveys in 
America have shown that w ith 
crack addicts there is a high level 
of assaults, chi ld abuse and 
even murders associated with 
this drug. Why does it produce 

this feeling which cocaine does 
not necessarily produce? One of 
the reasons is, that by smoking 
the drug it is the most efficient 
method of getting the drug to 
the brain. 

Until recently, even up to 
1985, cocaine was treated as a 
relatively harmless drug, which 
we were told was not very addic
tive, and because it was por
trayed in th is way, a large 
number of people tried it, but 
cocaine takes anything from 16-
18 months to become aodictive, 
and by the t ime it was rea ·sed 
how addictive it was, there was 
far too many people trying ;t and 
becoming addicted. We now 
know that Crack is the sing e 
most addictive drug on the mar
ket today, heroin co mes 
nowhere near it. The average 
heroin addict uses heroin for 
about 5 months before coming 
addicted, the cocaine hyd
rochloride user 15 to 16 months. 
Of all the people that try Crack 
just three times or more, 75% 
will become physically addicted 
after the third time. Most are 
addicted within 5 weeks of the 
first use. Furthermore studies in 
America have shown that Crack 
is considered a virtually incura
ble addiction. There are no treat
ment centres which show any 
long term remission of any sig
nificant number of Crack addicts 
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The evil that threatens 
all our kids 

(i.e. remaining drug free for a 
year or more) 

If anyone wanted to design a 
drug for kids this is it, for the fol
lowing reasons: 
1. It is relatively inexpensive to 
buy when you first use it, in the 
reach of most kids pocket 
m oney. 
The myth about Crack is that it is 
a cheap drug. It is an extremely 
expensive drug but sold in very 
small quantities at a time. 
2 ne method of ingestion is so 
ron-intrusive. No needles stuck 
n your arm. No powder sniffed 

... pyournose. You simply smoke 
t. 
3. Kids use drugs for one reason, 
'or an instant feeling of well 
be. ng. "lley don't want to wait to 
feel good they want it now. 
Crack is the ultimate 'feel good 
now' drug. Heroin takes 2 1/2 
rn:ns to feel the full effect, 
cocai ne about 3 mins, but with 
Crack in 5 - 10 seconds you are 
stoned, but it on ly lasts for 12 
mins. 

Crack does two things to a per
son. Firstly it gives you a feeling 
of omnipotence "I am the 
strongest person in the world, 
no one can touch me." Secondly 
a sense of paranoia, "Why are 
you picking on me" The two 
together produce an extremely 
violent person, and this v iolence 
is quite often turned against 
fam i ly and friends. 

I am sure you are all well 
aware of the effects currently 
taking place to curtail the drug 
barons in South America. but 
unfortunately there are already 
large quant ities of cocaine hyd
rochloride on route to this coun
try, and it will not be long before 
Crack is available in almost 
every school, club and pub, a 
frightening prospect. 

To any person who is even 
thinking of trying this drug may 
we emphasise the following: 

75% OF THE PEOPLE WHO 
TRY IT FOR JUST THREE TIMES 
BECOME ADDICTED. IT IS A VJR
TUALL Y INCURABLE ADDIC
TION. 

Your decision to try Crack may 
be the last decision you are cap
able of making. 
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