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The'Gully' 

Residents up in arms over 
Council tenants living in the 

Avenues in Brown hills are trying 
to create a committee which 
they hope will get more, much 
needed, repairs carried out on 
their houses, and at a much fas
ter and efficient rate. 

An uproar started when new 
tenants arrived this year and the 
council provided them with a list 
of new items and repairs for 
their house in less than a week. 
Following this, a group of 
women visited houses around 
the avenues with a petition to 
get people who will back the 
committee to sign it. Over sixty 
names are already on this peti
tion and there are still many 
more names to come. The main 
reason for this petition is to gain 
repairs, some of which have 
been reported for years and 
nothing has ben done. The 
repairs have also been noted 
and listed as the group visited 
tenants. 

Some of the worst situations 
include a house that has a ceil
ing which is collapsing and was 
reported for eighteen months 
before somebody came to 
observe what was wrong, 
nothing having been done since, 
after he said someone would be 
there in a fortnight to repair it. 
This was in April. One tenant has 
waited for two years for their gas 
fire to be serviced and another 
has been waiting an astonishing 

e We charge no fees e Self employed, up to £15,000 
without accounts 
e Siclcness, accident and 
redundancy cover available 

repairs delay 
three years for a new sink unit to 
be installed. 

The petition reads that the 
people of the avenues want to 
match their estate with any in 
the borough but find it difficult 
with the 'deterioration' of their 
homes and the 'down grading' 
of their standards. The new 
housing act, also leaves the ten
ants worried about their future 
because they do not understand 
it. Over two thousand and fifty 
repairs have been written down 

so far, they include problems 
With toilets, doors, fences, leaks, 
dampness, fires, windows, cup
boards, radiators and one family 
have weeds growing inside their 
house from outside. 

Residents recently pointed 
out that although the council 
recently painted the outside of 
the houses in the avenues, this 
was no use because within a day 
of one wall being painted, graf
fiti had been written upon it. This 
was in the gully which leads 

Some of the Avenues improvement committee with 
Councillor Doug Tomlinson are Mrs Bradrick, Mrs Harvey 

Mrs Dingle and Mrs Miller 

from Fourth Avenue to the junc
tion at the 'Co-op Corner' where 
gangs of youths sometimes 
cause disturbances and then 
continue through the avenues, 
causing tenants to call for a reg
ular police partol to go through 
the estate more often. Finding 
police walking through the 
avenues is becoming a rare 
occurrance according to the 
people around there. 

The gully is also becoming a 
place for people to ride their 
motorbikes and push bikes quite 
regularly. One woman was hit 
by a pushbike in the gully and 
consequently missed six weeks 
off work because of an injury 
sustained by it. Barriers at each 
end of the gully would surely 
stop this, but they fear that this 
would only encourage the 
youths to do something against 
it. .. 

Throughout the avenues one 
thing you will never find is a rub
bish bin. This means that 
peoples rubbish is lying around 
and making the entire place look 
filthy and with some rubbish 
starting to pile up and resemble 
a rubbish tip, by Th ird Avenue, it 
seems an ideal breeding ground 
for rats and mice. 

The 'Avenues Improvement 
Committee' is being fully backed 
by Labour councillor Doug Tom-· 
linson who is hoping to arrange 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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a meeting for the committee and 
hopefully enlighten the tenants 
on the working of the new hous
ing act (or Poll Tax). He was very 
surprised at the types of repairs 
needed in the avenues as well as 
the amount, and the time people 
have waited for repairs to be car
ried out. No matter what is said, 
however, something should be 
done soon to prevent more 
deterioration of houses and an 
explanation is required as to 
why the standards of the 
avenues have been allowed to 
fall so far, and why so many 
people are waiting so long for 
repairs. 

Gary Dingle 

·MEET THE EDITOR ••• 
I feel that my first job as editor 

is to tell you a little about myself. 
I was born in Clayhanger and 

educated at Ogley Hay Junior 
and Brownhills Central Boys 
Schools. Leaving at 151 worked 

- as a maintenance fitter at Wal
sall Wood Colliery until its clo
sure in 1964, and since then 
have worked for several local 
engineering firms, having been 
at my present one in Aldridge for 
the past 13 years. 

While I was living at 
Clayhanger, I always took an 
interest in the community, and 
was a founder member of the 
residents association and for 
several years, like to think that I 
played a big part in helping to 
keep the community spirit of the 
village alive. 

ble I need your help, because 
while I shall make every effort to 
unearth news and views of 
interest it would be impossible 
for me to be everywhere, so this 
is where you come in. 

Club Secretaries, Sports Sec
retaries, Pub Managers and 
Landlords any interesting 
events coming up? Let me know. 
Have you got an unusual hobby, 
or has your neighbour? Have 
you got strong views on any 
local subject, you want to air? 
Don't wonder if I'm interested. 
The answer is yes. How about 
some photographs of old 

Brownhills lying about in that 
old tin or handbag. Lets hav e a 
look at them, I'll let you have 
them back, honest! 

I' ll try to make this magazine 
as varied and lively as possible 
and together I know we can suc
ceed. 

I shall be ably assisted in my 
efforts by young Gary Dingle, 
17, who is a pupil at Brownhills 
Comprehensive. He'll be burst
ing w ith ideas I'm sure and it will 
be interesting to get viewpoints 
from the younger generation, so 
here are a few words from him. 

Brian Stringer 

Since moving to Brownhills 
six years ago, I've noticed that, 
although the community spirit is 
still in evidence, it tends to oper: 
ate in more widespread pockets 
of activity and it is through this 
magazine that I would like to 
unite and re-generate that spirit. 
Living among you for so long, I 
feel that I know the character of 
the town as well as anybody, 
your feelings, your complaints, 
your pleasures and pastimes, 
and one thing I know we are all 
agreed on, is that Brownhills has 
been shamefully neglected over 
the past few years, and in the 
corning months I shall be high
lighting a few of the more obvi
ous ones. 

-:.~AND REPORTER 
At this point I want to make 

one thing clear. I shall make 
every effort to tell the facts truth
fully, as I have no time for any 
paper that distorts news items 
just to be sensational. Living 
among you for so long, I know 
that Brownhills people are no 
fools and would find me out in 
double quick time, and I've no 
intention of resorting to these 
methods. Interesting facts I'm 
concerned with and that is what 
I shall always endeavour to give 

After being appointed as a 
reporter for the Brownhills 
Gazette I discovered that the first 
article I had to write was about 
myself. 

My name is Gary Dingle, I am 
seventeen years old and I have 
been living in Fourth Avenue, 
Brownhills, for most of my life. 
Presently, I am studying English, 
Sociology and Economics 'A' 
levels at Brownhills Com
prehensive and hope to go fully 
into journalism after leaving. 

you. I am interested in the Brown-
Of course to make this possi- hills community as a whole, but 

I am mainly concerned with 
highlighting its problems. 

If you feel you need to contact 
me about events, problems or 
just sornethings w orth mention
ing, in Brownhills, then tele
phorTe 372491 and your mes
sage will be sent to me as soon 
as possible. 

That's enough about me, but I 
would like to take this opportun
ity to wish my new boss Brian 
Stringer all the best in his new 
job and hope we can help estab
lish the Brownhills Gazette as 
the major community magazine 
in Brownhills. 

~l:;:::;:;:::;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:::;:;:;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::C:O:CK:Y::;::s:::::sEED:;:;:sHO:P::;:::;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:::;:;:;:;:;:::::::::::::::;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;llll 

t 171, HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS M 
U Specialist Seeds and Remedies ~~~~ 

11b 
Tic Beans '87 16p 
Economy 14p 
Coronation 16p 
Widowhood 20p 
Squeaker 15p 
Clean a Wheat 11 p 
Linseed 40p 
Red/Black Rape 23p & 25p 

71b 
£1.05 
93p 
£1.05 
£1.33 
£1.00 
70p 

Sack 
£7.75 
£7.20 
£8.25 
£8.45 
£7.30 
£5.90 

at 
1 Church Road, 

Brown hills, 
by Post Office 
For all your pe~t 

~-- requirements 

~ :;:i::::::.::;-=::;:;:;:;:~~:;:;:;:;:::~;:;::: ,.....,, ••• 

Maw&Niger 80p&70p (0543) 
Millet Sprays £1 per lb 

FREE These ar;Just a few of our seeds. · Complete range available. 2 33 
~j\1 DELIVERY For further details call in or phone us.· WE WILL BE PLEASED TO HELP 45 1 ljlj 
;:;::::::::::::::::;:;::::::::::::::::::. . F.:=:=:=:~::::::::::::::::::::;:;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::;:;:;:::::::::::::::;:::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:;:::::::;:;:::::::;:::;:;:;:;:::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::;:;:::::::::::::::::;:::;:;::{~ 
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Want an ideal ~et? 
Sid Foxall was only about 2 

foot long and weighed about 2 
lbs when l first saw him 9 years 
ago, but today in his prime of life 
he measures a magnificient 12 
foot, scales 32 lbs and is still 
growing towards his full size of 
17 foot. Of course you'll have 
guessed by now that Sid, is an 
Indian Python, and is shown 
here with his owner Martin, of 
Sadler Road Brownh ills. Sid 

isn't Martins only pet (some pet) 
as he also plays host to another 
smaller Indian Python, a Royal 
Python and 3 Boa Constrictors. 
The difference between the two 
species is that the pythons, who 
hail from Asia are egg layers 
while the S. Amercian boas give 
birth to live young. 

Sid has his own heated tank 
including en-suite bath, in an 
upstairs room, while the others 

share a corner tank in the main 
lounge. The boas who are 4 
years old and 5 ft long will attain 
about 9 ft when full grown. 

All the snakes shed their skins 
every 2 - 3 months and to help 
the process along they like 
nothing more than a nice warm 
bath, and usually the skin comes 
off all in one perfect gossamar 
like length. Schools in the area 
often fetch the skins from Mar
tin's to use in the biology or 
nature lessons. 

The serpents eat small 
rodents and Sid manages 6 rats 
at once, about every six weeks. 
Rose, Martins wife says "They 
make ideal pets, because they 
make no noise, are spotlessly 
clean and don't smel l. The only 
trouble we've ever had with Sid, 
was when he got out of his tank 
one night while I was asleep in 
the same room, but the only 
thing I was scared of was hurting 
him by treading on him, because 
he's so docile and easy to 
handle. I found him eventually 
under the wardrobe. 

Martins Boa's 

good close look and feel and 
stroke the smooth leather-like 
skin they really are, beautiful 
creatures with exquisite mark
ings and, provided they are of 
the non-venomous variety, and 
commonsense guidelines are 
adhered to I can understand why 
they make lively pets. 

DEADLINE 

Martin Foxall with Sid 

Most of us have been con
ditioned for years to recoil in 
horror at the sight of snakes as 
they have always been depicted 
as a devilish source of evil 
menace but I must admit that 
after steeling myself to get a 

Due to the next edition bein·g 
near Christmas would con
tributors please note that copy 
should be in by 8th December. 

For the lady who loves beautiful clothes 
Daywear, Cocktail or that Special Occasion 

Individual attention and advice given. 
Best selection of Fashion Jewellery 

in the area 
Excellent Christmas gifts 
American handbags by 

Marion Van Pearl 
Underwear in Victorian style 
Cotton and Polyester Satin 

Tights and Stockings by Berkshire 
and Le Bourget 

7 Denier to Winter Wool 
French Bras up to 'E' Cup size 

UnderwearbyTriumph, Van Dell, 
Cobannau and Chantelle 

Leisure wear by South Lodge, 
Bader, Fabrizio and Simon 

" 

Fashions by Hardob, Mamut, 
Sommermann, Janina Schreck 

and others 

Aris Isotoner Gloves 
(Free shopper with each pair purchased) 

Scarves, Stoles and Gloves by 
Cornelia James 

Hats and Hair accessories 
'Isle of Bute' Diamante Jewellery 

Sweaters in Mohair 

'New Siren "The Worlds most 
Glamorous Rainwear" expected soon' 
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CARPETS & CURTAINS 
Largest Selection of Carpets 

and Curtains in the area 

FREE Fitting and 
FREE Estimates 

on all types of carpets 

FREE tie-backs with all 
curtains 

FREE wire and hooks with 
nets (10 yds +) 

(Brownhills only) 
Large Selection of Oriental and 

Plain Rugs 
*MANY MORE SPECIAL OFFERS* 

Credit Facilities Available 

NORTON CANES 
• 'Big Steaks' from £4. 75 
•Bar meals from around £2.75 
• Wine List available 
• Full range of Non and Low Alcohol Wines and Beers 
• Four Course Christmas Lunches £7.95. Served from 

from week commencing Monday, December 4th 
• Christmas Functions for Parties up to 50 

• Meal orders taken by telephone • 

Thursday, November 30th 
THE GOOD OLD BOYS 

Thursday, December 8th 
FIRE ..... -~-

Thursday, December 14th ' 
STEVE MURRAY BLUES BAND 

Thursday, December 21st 
MIGHTY HOUSE ROCKERS 

50's 
Every Sunday 

60's 
The Golden Era of Pop plus Pop Trivia Quiz with 

'MIDNIGHT RUNNER' 

Contact Ray or Sue on 
WATLING STREET, NORTON CANES 

TEL: BROWNHILLS (0543) 373104 
IDEALLY SITUATED ON AS NORTON CANES, NEAR 

INDUSTRIAL COMPLEXES AND M6 JUNCTIONS 11 and12 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

I Success in Glass I 
In 1979 Dave Jennings and 

Bob Laceby were reps for a large 
glass Company in Wol
verhampton when they decided 
to form their own company in 
Salters Road, Walsll Wood, sel
ling glass to local companies 
and small builders. 

The business took off so well 
that they expanded 3 times in 
the next 6 years and from one 
shop took over another three in 
the row. 

In 1985 they decided on a 
move to Walsall Road into pre
mises covering 5,500 sq ft, but 
still business grew and they 
again felt the need to expand, so 
they have just moved across the 
road from their last place into a 
unit, covering an area of 23,000 

sq ft which they believe is one of 
the largest glass merchants pre
mises in the M idlands, and fea
tures a general showroom, load
ing bay, with overhead cranes, 
offices, and their new mirror 
showroom. 

It also incorporates several 
glass processing machines, 
enabling the manufacture of 
m irrors, table tops, g lass 
shelves and doors to be pro
duced to a very high standard. 
While the Company grew so did 
their delivery fleet, from one 
Ford Transit Van to a fleet of six 
custom built delivery vehicles to 
ensure a quick, efficient service. 

Local people form most of the 
17 strong workforce, and all play 
a vital part in the success story of 
Brownhi lls Glass Co. 

.. 
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B1ownhlll1 Gla11 Co. ltd. 
Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall 

YOUR LOCAL GLASS SPECIALISTS 
FREE DELIVERY 
OF GLASS 
CUT TO SIZE ~ 

OPENING HOURS 
8.30 - 5.30 Monday - Friday 

9.00 - 5.30 Saturday 

Mirrors 
Table Tops 
Rooflights · 
Safety Glass : 

~ ----------------------
SPECIAL OFFER 

VISIT OUR NEW 
MIRROR SHOWROOM 

20% 
Discount off all 

Mirrors purchased 
before 25th December 1989 

on production 
of this Advert 

----------------------~ 
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Out of the Wood 
At the turn of the year Walsall 

Wood Social & Football Club 
was almost dead and buried. 
Crippling debts and little income 
put the club in an impossible 
position, and the club could 
have folded in days rather than 
weeks. New committee mem
bers were brought in, and a 
series of emergency meetings 
were called. There were only 
two choices, capitulate or fight 
back, and the unanimous deci
sion was the latter, for this long 
established club, founded in 
1928, deserved a better fate. 

Firstly, the situation of having 
a separate football and social 
committee was a problem, so an 
umbrella management commit
tee was formed, to organise the 
day to day running of the club, 
and pull the two sides together. 

When Walsall F.C. were in 
financial trouble 3 years ago, out 
of the blue stepped Terry 
Ramsden, and a similar thing 
happened at Walsall Wood, but 
this time in the shape of Terry 
Brumpton of Midland Sports 
Promotions, who offered his 
services in raising sponsorship 
for the club. His offer was taken 
up and soon, the escalating 
downward slide was halted as 
Terry started to find success in 
that area. Of course there was 
still a need for restraint as a lot of 
the ground and buildings were 
in urgent need of attention, so 
players expenses were cut to a 
bare minimum. 

To the casual visitor, nothing 
much seems to have changed 
since last season, but thats 
because most of the improve-

ments have been made behind 
the scenes. Showers have been 
re-fitted and re-tiled, and the 
dressing rooms decorated, 
while only last week, the whole 
of the dressing room area has 
had a new asphalt floor laid. A 
new central heating boiler has 
been installed while the water 
tank house, and bar exterior 
have b,een painted. 

A spokesman for the club said 

"We know the grandstand and 
outer fence are an eyesore atthe 
moment, but we had to get our 
priorities right and at last I think 
that we are slowly on the way 
back. Obviously we expected 
the team to suffer initially, in 
these trying times, with bigger 
clubs trying to lure players 
away, but up to the last few 
weeks we were delighted with 
the way things were going. Alas 
we are now suffering a few set
backs on the soccer side, 
although eventually I'm sure if 
we stick to our principles the 
problems can be ironed out. I'm 
sure any true football fan will 
agree that its better to have a 
sound financial basis with a mid
table team, than a side, 
unbeaten at the top, that folds 
up halfway through the sea
son.· 

Yes, I for one would agree 
with that, and seeing the deter
mination and feeling forthe club 
I'm sure that before long we 
shall see signs of the battle 
being won. 

Wood Manager Resigns 

Roger Evans Caretaker Manager 

•COTS 
•PRAMS 
* PUSHCHAIRS 
•ROCKERS 

Walsall Wood Football Com
mittee, at a meeting held on the 
7th of November, accepted the 
resignation of First Team Man
ager, Ron Tranter. Ron has ben a 
valuable member of Walsall 
Wood for a long spell. The 
reason for his departure is linked 
mainly to added work load in his 
occupation, which rather 
restricts, his involvement with 
the football team. The added 
pressure of work forced Ron to 
hand a lot of responsibility over 
to his assistant. This quite hon
estly did not suit Ron because he 

MAMA'S AND PAPA'S 
BABY RELAX 

SO BRIN CA 
SPORTBABY 

CINDI CO 

could not give 100% as he likes 
to be totally involved. Ron is still 
a valuable member of our foot
ball committee and will be redi
recting his energy into other 
areas away from the team. No 
doubt he will give his best of any 
job he undertakes. 

In the absence of Ron the 
everyday running of the team 
will be taken over by Roger 
Evans, another hard working 
committee member, on a 
caretaker basis. Roger has a lot 
of experience in non league soc
cer and hopefully he will do a 

good job over the next few 
weeks. The decision has been 
taken to advertise the Manager's 
position. This hopefully will give 
us a varied list of people to judge 
over. Roger, may of course 
apply for the position himself, 
which if he does will be given 
equal opportunity along with 
everyone else. 

The committee hopes that the 
position will be filled in the next 
month and then with a stable 
situation we can go forward in 
strength. 

Jeff Powell 
Chairman 
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C E N T R E s 

Visit Santa 
At 

The Boulevard, Brownhills 

On 

Saturday 25th November 
From 

11 am-4pm 
And every Tuesday-Friday-Saturday until Christmas 

p L C 

For Friendly and Helpful Service visit 
'The Boulevard' 

in Brownhills where you can buy everything from 

FOOD TO FASHION 
BUTTONS TO BOOTS 

NETS TO PETS 
LIGHTS TO TIGHTS 

PICK & MIX AND GET YOUR SHOES FIXED 
Toys - Greeting Cards, Gents and Children's Wear, Flowers, Pottery 

All of our staff are willing to help and advise. You can ·do your shopping in a 
Warm and Friendly atmosphere, where you will also find, Hardware, Jewellery, 

Fancy Goods, Cake Decorations, Lingerie, Vacuums 
and Accessories and many more. 
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CLUB NEWS 
-- - - - - -

Brown hills 
Central 

Townswomens 
Guild 

This year Brownhills Central 
Townswomens Guild celeb
rated its 42nd anniversary wi!h a 
Birthday Tea organised by Cat
ering Officer, Sue Hopkins, 
assist ed by Guild Members. 

Guests included Mrs Eileen 
Turner, (Chairman of South 
Staffs Federation) and Mrs Ruth 
Smith, (Vice Chairman). 

The magnificent birthday cake 
was made by President, Mrs Iris 
Poxon, and expertly decorated 
by Guild Member Mrs Connie 
Avis. 

The highlight of the entertain
ment was a very amusing talk by 
Mr Joe Birch, who has been 
chauffeur to twenty successive 
Walsall Mayors. Mr Birch 
recounted many humerous 
anecdotes based on his experi
ences in the course of his service 
to the Walsall Borough. 

Miss Vi Cliff, Guild Secretary 
and past Chairman of South 
Staffs Federation of Townswo
mens Guilds, this year had the 

honour of being invited to the 
Queen's Garden Party at Buckin
gham Palace in July. The names 
of ten nominees selected from 
Guild Members nationally were 
put forward and Miss Cliff was 
among the eight chosen to 
attend. She said she was 
immensely proud of being cho
sen for this honour which was a 
unique and unforgettable 
experience. 

During 1989 several highly 
successful outings and events 
have been organised by Social 
Studies Secretary, Mrs J. Wil
letts, among them being a visit 
to Thomas Webb Crystal, a visit 
to The Garth on Cannock Chase, 
where Members and visitors 
enjoyed a tour of the gardens 
and a demonstration of flower 
arranging by the lady of the 
house, Mrs Angela Wright. More 
recently a Supper Party was 
organised by Mrs Willetts at 
Black Ladies, a country house 
near Brewood, formerly a 
priory, dating back to the twelfth 
century and which once 
belonged to the order of 
Benedictine . nuns. Members 
especially enjoyed a talk and 
slide show given by Mr .Bythe
way on the history of the house 
and the town of Brewood, where 
ancient remains of a Roman set
tlement have been found. 

During the year Guild Mem
bers have also been busy raising 

BROWNHILLS CLEANING 
CENTRE 

Curtains Cleaned . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85p per lb 

Sheepskins & Suedes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8. 95 

Mens Suits £3.70 

Trousers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1. 90 

Skirts ........................... ...... . £1.90 

Duvets from ....................... .. £4.50 

'CARPET CLEANERS 
FORHIRE' 

RA YENS COURT (PRECINCT) 
HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

TEL: 374979 

funds for various local charities. 
Donations will be made to rep
resentatives of Rainbow House, 
The Muscular Sclerosis Society, 
and Arthritis Council, at the 
Christmas Meeting. Members of 
the Guild Choir will be joining 
with The South Staffs Federa
tion Choir for a Carol Service on 
Friday 1st December at The 
Central Hall, Walsall. 

A Townswomens Guild con
sists of a group of women dedi
cated to carrying out the objects 
of the Guild, which are to 
advance the education of 
women to enable them to make 
a contribution to the common 
good. Local Guilds also exist to 
provide or assist in the provision 
of facil ities for recreation and lei
sure time activities for women 
with a view to improving their 
expectations and conditions of 
life. 

Brownhills Guild meets every 
second Monday in the month at 
The Lichfield Suite, Browrihills 
Memorial Hall at 7.30 p.m. Why 
not come along to our next 
meeting make new friends, 
develop new interests and join 
in the social and leisure-time 
activities which the Guild has to 
offer. 

New Members are assured of 
a warm and sincere welcome. 

STELLA M. HODGKISS 
Press Officer 

Brownhills 
Sub Aqua 

Club 
Imagine feeling weightless, 

suspended fifty feet up with no 
safety net and no wires, know
ing that you will not fall to the 
ground and break your neck. It is 
of course impossible in air but 
swimming underwater gives 
you just such an experience. 

Being human we require air to 
breathe, which is one thing that 
is not provided underwater, and 
so for the last 30 or so years 
people have been developing 
systems to help you achieve the 
impossible and breath underwa
ter and the most recent 
technological advances have 
provided the underwater adven
turer with a wide range of very 
safe reasonably priced equip
ment. Even the British weather 
has been tamed with modern 
divers enjoying the sport all year 
round wearing thermally insu
lated Dry Suits which keep you 
warm and dry even in the most 
inclement weather. 

Can anyone buy the "gear" 
and go head long into the water? 
Well no, to be safe and skilled 
enough to enjoy diving takes 
training and practise. Brownhills 
as you know is almost as far 
from the sea as you can get, but 
a dedicated band of enthusiasts 

meet at Brownhills C.A. School 
pool every Saturday from 3.30 
until 6.00 p.m. They train in 
safety and organise trips to the 
coast to dive. The sensation of 
being 50 feet under the sea and 
finding a sunken ship is almost 
like being a visitor in another 
world; in fact you are in another 
world, a hostile environment, 
but with the correct training and 
equipment its fantastic. 

A recent trip took the group to 
the South Coast where they 
dived the wreck of H.M.S. Hood 
- Not the World War II ship that 
sank fighting the Bismark - but 
an earlier Battleship - The Hood 
was built in 1889 and grossed 
14,000 tonnes after an unevent
ful career she was scuppered 
across the entrance to Portland 
harbour in 1913, and is now 
home for many varieties of Sea 
Creatures, Crab, Starfish, 
Anemone, Wrasse etc all alive 
and willing to share their home 
with you. 

Whether its the sea, lake or 
river swimming underwater 
offers challenge, excitement 
and satisfaction along with a lot 
of friendship. 

And so if your over 16 and 
would like to try an adventurous 
pastime let Brownhills C.A. 
divers give you your first under
water thrill, come along any 
Saturday or phone Rita on Wal
sall 24344. 

Inner Wheel 
Our Members enjoyed a 

pleasant meal for our monthly 
meeting held at the Nag's Head 
Restaurant, Burntwood, when 
we made final arrangements for 
our Charity Supper Evening. 
This was held at the home of our 
President, Pat Millard and her 
husband, when eighty members 
and friends enjoyed a Hallo
ween Supper - Casserole, Jacket 
potatoes and Apple Pies, all pre
pared by Club Members. After 
supper we had a lively Beetle 
Drive and together with a Tom
bola our Charity funds now look 
healthy again. 

Our Past President Gill Gill 
was at Brownhills Church, with 
other Members to lay a Poppy 
Wreath at the Remembrance 
Day Service. 

We are looking forward to run
ning our Spin-a-Wheel stall at 
the Brownhills Memorial Hall 
Bazaar on November 25th - until 
recently this was our regular 
meeting place and we are 
pleased to help them again this 
year. 

We are holding a Christmas 
Fayre at our Presidents' home at 
the end of this month - this will 
be a whole day event, with 
refreshments available and we 
are hoping to raise funds for the 
Arthritis and Rheumatism 
Research Council at this event. 

Mrs. J.M. Lane 
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CONSUMER NEWS FROM 
Healthy, Wealthy and Wise? 

Health food shops have hitthe 
High Street -~ force in recent 
years. And tney've proved very 
popular - six out of 10 people 
who took part in a Which? sur
vey said they used them. 

There are now around 1,700 
specialist health food shops in 
the UK, but few products are 
now found eclusively in these 
outlets. The Which? team drew 
up a 'shopping basket' of 20 

popular health foods, including 
a variety of dried fruits, nuts, 
pulses, sunflower and sesame 
seeds, vegetarian cheese, 
camomile tea bags and Greek 
yoghurt. 

Only six of the 27 independent 
health food shops visited 
stocked everything on the list. 
The two main health food chains 
stocked all the items,_tJU_!_at a 

higher total cost than you'd pay 
in some supermarkets. One 
advantage of opting for a health 
food chain store, however, is 
that you're more likely to be 
served by people who can ans
wer any queries you have - both 
major chains say they offer staff 
training. 

Most major supermarkets 
now supply some of the foods 

that used to be the sole preserve 
of health food shops, such as 
organically grown produce and 
vegetarian dishes. But out of the 
10 supermarkets Which? visited, 
only three stocked all the items 
on the magazine's 'shopping 
list'. Environmentally-aware 
shoppers m ight also find that 
non-food products, such as 
'green' detergents, aren't widely 
available in supermarkets. 

----------•ADVERTISING FEATURE __________ _ 

Tony's Gym caters for all 
Tony Dutton was working as a 

storeman in a local factory when 
he noticed that a lot of space was 
unused, so he asked permission 
if he could use it as a gym and 
get a few mates into keeping fit. 

Permission was granted and, 
after a w hile a steel stockholders 
unit on the Maybrook Estate 
become empty, so Tony decided 
to turn it into a gymnasium and 
have a go full-time. This was two 

years ago and things are work
ing out really well. 

The gym will cater for you 
whatever your sex, shape, age, 
size or weight, having an excel
lent range of the latest design in 
machines and free weights. 
Instruction and personal pro
grammes are also available cm 
request, as are details of their 
NNEB run creche at 50p per 
adult, 50p per child. 

After you have trained, 
freshen and relaxed yourself 
with their shower and sunbed 
facilities. 

All this for just £10 a year 
membership and £1 per session, 
why not just pop down and try it 
first, as non-members can use 
all the gym facilities for just 
[1.50, while the unemployed 
can train unti l 4 p.m. for 50p. 

Also available is a 28 tube fast 

tan sunbed for £2 per 1/2 hour. 
Make yourself a member before 
December 31st and get a 10%' 
discount. 

Tony says "Don't feel embar
rassed about coming and hav
ing a go, because of your age or 
lack of exercise, as we have 
people here in their m id 50s, 
especially w hen its a bit quiet 
during the day, and they love 
every minute of it." 

THE. IDEAL PLACE 
TO 

Exe~ :1• =e 
ISAT 

TONY'S GYM 
We have all the equipment 
necessary to keep you fit, 

Tone you up. Reduce stress. 
LADIES SESSIONS 

For further information 
contact us at: Look and feel fitter 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday- Friday 10 am -10 pm 

Saturday 12 noon - 2 pm 
Sunday 10 am -1 pm 

3pm-6pm 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

TONY'S GYM 
Unit G, Maybrook Industrial Estate 

Walsall Wood, 
Telephone: 0543 374047 
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:11 NEWS FROM SHIRE OAK Ii 

(,,,,,.,, "''•'''£,QM.,M.,!2~,!.!!",.'~"~'!!,QQ~::::-::,,::::J, 
Half-Marathon 
and Fun Run 

Once again this year The Shire 
Oak Community School will be 
running its acclaimed Half 
Marathon on Sunday 26th 
November, 1989. This event, 
organised by The Shire Oak 
School Association is conducted 
under A.A.A. and W.A.A.A. Laws 
and covers a course of 13.1 
miles, R.R.C. measured. The 
start is scheduled for 11 .00 a.m. 
and entrance forms are still 
available from the school. 

This Half-Marthon is recog
nised the length and breadth of 
the country and attracts high 
class athletes in the realm of 
marathon running. Top quality 
medals are awarded to all 
finishers on this superb course, 
together with prizes to the first 
ten men and five women. Addi
tionally, there are prizes and 
trophies for veteran competitors 
in the usual classes, a special 
Club Team prize and a special 
prize for breaking the course 

Beetle Drive 
A Beetle Drive will be held in 

the Community Room at the 
Walsall Wood J.M.I. School on 
the first Wednesday of every 
month commencing at 8.0 p.m. 

Admission is 25p per person 
and includes refreshments. 

Everyone is welcome to come 
along and have an enjoyable 
evening. 

record of 68 minutes 17 sec
conds. 

Although previous entry prior 
to the date is recommended, 
competitors for the Half 
Marathon are welcome on the 
day, provided the entrant is not 
under 18 years on the 26th 
November. 

For those who may well find 
the prospect of 13+ miles too 
forbidding, but who may have 
the inclination and stamina for a 
less gruelling Sunday morning 
run, then why not consider 
entering the Fun Run. This 
begins at 11.15 a.m. and pro
vides tremendous fun. Com
petitors in Fancy Dress are wel
come, a prize is awarded for the 
most original costume and 
again there is a medal awarded 
to each finisher. 

the -Shire Oak School Half 
Marathon and Fun Run is truly 
an event not to miss. It is an 
enjoyable outing for all the fam
ily and refreshments are availa
ble on site. Our Community 
Lounge will be open, and for 
those who enjoy an alcoholic 
beverage before lunch - or 
indeed a quick reviver after their 
run - the bar will be open to over 
eighteens at lunch-time. 

If marathon running is n ot 
specifically of interest to you, 
then why not come along just to 
sample the atmosphere? Why 
not mark the 26th November in 
your diary - you will most cer
tainly enjoy the outing. 

Open Evening 
Once again The Shire Oak 

Community School is holding its 
Open Evening, for incoming 
Year 7 pupils and their parents 
on the 30th November, begin
ning at 6.45 p.m. 

This evening is primarily 
intended to show youngsters 
and their parents what life is like 
at Shire Oak, the facilities it has 
to offer, the enlightened cur
riculum, which caters for indi
vidual needs. But of equal 
importance, it is an opportunity 
to meet the staff into whose care 
parents entrust their child's edu
cation and it reinforces the 
school's belief in the true 
partnership which exists bet
ween parents and educationists 
at The Shire Oak Community 
School. 

Being a Community School, 
Shire Oak opens its doors to 
members of our community 
throughout the year, but on this 
occasion there will be the oppor
tunity to see, hear and partici
pate in the exciting educational 
experiences we offer our pupils. 
Mums and dads, of pupils cur
rently in the last year of their 
junior schools are facing an 
important decision at this time -
that of the secondary schooling 
of their child. We recognise that 
importance here at Shire Oak, 
and hosting an Open Evening 
enables those concerned in this 
important decision to make an 
informed choice. Having s;iid 
the evening is aimed at Parents 
of existing junior school pupils, 

that is not its sole function. We 
believe in what we are offering 
here and we are certainly proud 
of our facilities and our educa
tional philosophy. Our invita
tion, therefore, is extended to all 
members of our community to 
share Open Evening with us. 
Come along on Thursday, 30th 
November. Meet the staff, par
ticipate in the wealth of activities 
our pupils experience daily, visit 
the Modern Language Cafe and 
brush up on your French and 
German vocabulary. You will 
have a super time, and we all 
look forward to seeing you. 

Sponsored 
Bowl 

A 12 hour Indoor Bowling ses
sion on Saturday, 9 December, 
will take place in the Community 
Lounge at Brownhills Commun
ity School to raise money for the 
Community Association 
Minibus Appeal. 

The participants are all senior 
citizens and will bowl non-stop 
from 8.00 pm Saturday until 8.00 
am Sunday, raising the majority 
of monies from sponsorship and 
donations. 

The bar in the lounge will be 
open from 8.00 pm to 11.30 pm 
Saturday evening so please 
come along and support this 
wonderful effort. 

Music to celebrate Christmas 
If, like many members of our 

immediate community, you 
enjoy the pleasures music 
brings, then why not consider 
the following, musical perfor
mances by The Shire Oak Com
munity School's Brass and Wind 
Bands. The Band's perfor
mances to celebrate Christmas 
begin on Friday, 1st December 
when the Brass Band will " be 
playing and accompanying the 
Combined Townswomen's 
·Guild Choirs. This concert, with 
all proceeds being donated to 
charity, takes place at the Cent
ral Hall, Walsall and begins at 
7.30 p.m. - tickets cost 75p. It 
truly is a memorable event and 
an early purchasing of tickets, 
available from the Music Depart
ment at the School, is recom
me.nded. 

Another early Christmas 
attraction will interest music lov
ers and those keen to acquire a 

good bargain for Christmas. A 
jumper sale is being held in the 
main school hall on Monday, 
11th December, from 8.00 p.m. 
and the Brass Band will be play
ing on this occasion. There is no 
entrance fee involved - so why 
not come along - a perusal of the 
jumpers on sale could well solve 
some of those Christmas pre
sent problems! 

Friday, 15th December is a 
must for your diary. During the 
morning the Brass Band will be 
entertaining children from our 
local partner schools, beginning 
at 9.30 a.m. and finishing about 
noon. If you are not engaged on 
this date, then why not come 
along and join in the fun. The 
evening of the 15th also sees a 
performance by the Brass Band. 
The venue here is the King 
Street Progressive Club, Walsall 
Wood, and there will be a disco 
and a bar for the over eighteens. 

The programme begins at 7.30 
p.m. Tickets are priced at £1.00 
and are available from eitherthe 
Club or the School Music 
Department. 

The term ends this year with 
two concerts held at the School. 
On the 18th December we are 
pleased to welcome the 
Castlefort Junior School Choir 
and on the 19th December the 
Choirs of St. John's School and 
Walsall Wood School. Both the 
brass and wind bands will be 
performing with the choirs and 

soloists and the programme 
begins at 7.30 p.m. each night. 
The performance itself should 
conclude by 9.30 p.m., and 
promises to be of the highest 
quality. 

We do sincerely hope as many 
as possible of our community 
members will be able to join us 
for our Christmas celebrations 
and we look forward to celebrat
ing this joyous time with music. 

C. Smith 
Director of Music 

For further details on 
Advertising or Editorial 

Please telephone 
(0543) 452840 or 0217767101 
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SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Information essay on 
Primary School visit 

About one month, prior to the 
23rd March 1988, four girls, 
including myself, were informed 
that on this date, a group of 
primary school children would 
v isit the school. Before the visit, 
a great deal of preparation was 
required, in order for the task to 
be carried out successfully. 

The task set, was for us to 
select a book of our choice, that 
would appeal to children of six 
to seven years old. The idea was 
to first read the story, trying to 
make it as interesting as possi
ble, using visual aids and work
sheets prepared beforehand. 
The children had to be enter
tained for at least thirty minutes. 

The book I chose was 'Titch' 
by Pat Hutchins. My reasons for 
choosing this particular book 
from the others available, was 
because it was a short, simple 
story, with large colourful pic
tures. The book's about a small 
boy called Titch, who feels 
slightly disheartened because 
he's so small. Everyth ing he has 
or does seems so inferior to his 
brother and sister. However, 
one day, Titch plants a tiny seed, 
which grows into an enormous 
plant and shocks everyone. I 
thought this book would be very 
appealing to children of this age 
group, because being in a simi
lar situation themselves, with 
older brothers and sisters, they 
would be able to relate to the 
book, and therefore understand 
better. 

As I read the story, I tried to 
make it sound as interesting as 
possible by varying my voice, to 
make the children feel sorry for 
Titch, as they listened. I showed 
them the pictures as I read, and 
we discussed them after each 
sentence. It went quite well, and 
the children reacted as I had 
hoped, by joining in, and on the 
whole seemed very interested. 

I had made a number of 
brightly coloured visual aids 
which were drawn on white 
paper, and mounted on col
oured card. After the story, I 
showed them to the children. I 
held them up one at a time, ask
ing if they remembered the 
characters. They were a very 
intelligent group, and had lis
tened attentively all the way 
through, hence they answered 
every one correctly, before I 
could take them off the pile. The 
visual aids seE!med to be an 
enormous success. They pro
voked a number of questions 
from the children, and made a 
great deal of conversation. 

After a long discussion I gave 
them the two worksheets that I 
had also prepared beforehand. 
The f irst sheet was a question 
sheet. Bearing in mind that they 

were only six and seven years, I When they did arrive it wasn't as 
didn't make the questions too bad, because they were very co-
difficult. I wrote them in operative and chatry. So I didn't 
straightforward English, with no have any problems. 
complicated words that they They were all excellent read-
could not understand. My hand- ers and didn't need any help at 
writing was printed in clear let- all from me. They finished the 
tering so that they had no dif- work I had set them well within 
ficulties in reading it. All the the time with no problems. I had 
same, I went through it with to give them something else to 
them, just to make sure. I went do to keep them occupied in the 
round the table in turn, and meantime, so I asked them to 
asked each child individually to draw some pictures for me of 
read the question to me. Again themselves or their houses and 
they encountered no difficulty so on. Most of them had done 
and immediately knew the two or three when it came time 
answers. for them to leave. -I was sllghtly 

The second sheet was for the sad when they left because it 
children to colour in. It had out- had passed very quickly. 
lines of various things from the On the whole it was a great 
book. The pictures I chose were success. We were orally asses-
of Titch, because the book was sed and so it helped us enorm-
about him, and his little tricycle, ously in our G.C.S.E. course-
because that was on the front work. To show our gratitude to 
cover of the book. their class teacher, the four of us 

They got on with their colour- involved wrote a letter to her, to 
ing as I went round to each indi- say thank you for their time and 
vidual child, with a question- co-operation. I thoroughly 
naire I had already compiled on enjoyed it and I'm sure the 
their reading habits. As I came to others did too. 
each child, I complimented them Yes, they did. You explain the 
on their work to give them extra visit carefully and succintly. 
confidence and encouragement. Your visual aids are excellent 

The members of my group and proved very worthwhile as 
were very bright and intelligent. a teaching aid. It is always dif
Each and every one of them was ficult to decide how much mate
well mannered and tremend- rial to prepare. As your group 
ously well behaved. They all sat were so quick and had com
very still from beginning to end, pleted the worksheets before 
giving full co-operation, and lis- the - session had ended, you 
tened to every word I said. They showed sense and initiative by 
were inquisitive and asked inviting them to draw their 
many questions like, 'What's he house etc. Well done, Adele. 
doing?' 'Where's she going?'..-------------
and so on, whilst looking at the 
pictures. Although they asked 
questions, none of them · inter
rupted too frequently or were 
considerably rude. I was very 
relieved that I was fortunate in 
this way, as I had been nervous 
beforehand, in case any of the 
children were totally uncontroll
able. 

I did have one child who I was 
slightly warned about at first. He 
looked very shy and uncomfort
able and didn't join in with the 
questions quite as much as the 
others. He just nodded, or shook 
his head and looked as if he 
might burst into tears at any 
moment. I tried to put him at 
ease by complimenting him on 
his drawing and asking him 
questions, so that he wouldn't 
feel out of it. It seemed to work 
because he started to smile and 
looked more relaxed towards 
the end. 

Before the children actually 
arrived, I was very nervous 
whilst I was waiting, I laid all the 
work I had prepared out on the 
table, together with coloured 
pencils and felt tipped pens, so 
that everything would be ready. 

Sequence Dance 
The Sequence Dance Group 

have been meeting at Shire Oak 
School for quite some time now 
and have built up a reputation 
for a high level of expertise and 
a very friendly atmosphere. 

Terry and June, who run the 
sessions, pride themselves on 
being able to demonstrate all 
the new steps and spend a lot of 
time going round the country 
gathering information on all the 
latest dances. Their ability on 
the floor is backed up by a vast 
collection of dance records 
which gives variety to the after
noon or evening entertainment. 

The Dance Group meet on 
Monaay afternoons at 2.00 pm 
and Saturday evenings at 7.00 
pm in the School Hall of Shire 
Oak Community School. 

Any persons, single or 
couples, beginners or 
improvers, who want to join in 
should come along to Shire Oak 
School at the above times or 
'phone Brownhills 373819 for 
more information. 

Christmas 
shopping 

If you are struck for ideas this 
year then why not join us on a 
shopping trip with a difference? 
Walsall Wood & Shire Oak C.A. 
together with Shelfield C.A. are 
running shopping trips to two 
Craft Centres, the Ginny Ring in 
Worcester and the Ridware 
Centre in Staffordshire. 

The Ginny Ring at Hanbury 
offers a wide range of gifts from 
local artists and from around the 
world. 

The Ridware Centre again 
offers gifts from near and far but 
it is usual to find a large exhibi
tion of work, by selected artists, 
on display. 

Both centres have facilities for 
refreshments. 

Places on the trips are lim ited 
so please be quick. 

Ridware Centre - December 
5th 10am - 3pm. 

Ginny Ring - December 12th 
lOam - 3pm. Cost £1 .50 per trip. 

Community Bar 
The bar at Shire Oak opened in 

September and although it is 
aimed at the users of the C.A. in 
an evening it is available for hire 
by the general public at 
weekends. 

The room was purpose built 
by the local council and has had 
extensive work done on the 
safety system to gain the 
licence. It is possible to seat up 
to 100 people and is ideal for 
birthday parties, anniversaries 
and receptiOns.l n- fact, if you 
have any reason to celebrate, we 
can help. 

The bar is available through
out the week to any person 
attending a function at the 
centre. This includes the varied 
programme of Evening Classes 
offered by the C.A. 

In the New Year a regular 
series of events will be put into 
operation and will, we hope, 
offer something for everyone. 

Dance School 
On Thursday evenings at 

Shire Oak there is a class for the 
young lady of the family. Julie 
Gladwin runs a Tap, Aero and 
Ballet class from 4.30 till 7.30 
and any youngster, boy or girl, 
can come along. Different levels 
of ability are catered for in the 
various classes and progression 
through the Grades is encour
aged. If you want to put your 
child on the road to stardom or 
just give them poise, confidence 
and skill then come along to 
Shire Oak and set their feet tap
ping. 
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Brownhills School and 
Community Centre News 

COMMUNITY 
OPEN DAY 

Brownhills Community School 
The Heart of the Community 

Taking as its theme the real 
links between the school and its 
community, Brownhills Com
munity School organised an 
Open Day on 19 October. 

The day emphasised the 
School's place at the heart of the 
local community, and included 
not only the work of pupils and 
adults, but also the involvement 
of industry and commerce. 

Well attended throughout the 
three sessions, Headteacher 
Allan Jarrett said the efforts of 
all concerned had been well 
worthwhile in advertising the 
opportunities for all sections of 
the community provided at the 
centre. 

The morning session was 
targeted at the young mothers 
and toddlers of the area. Besides 
t.tie series of exhibitions and dis
plays throughout the School 
special features included a 
creche, story-time sessions in 
the library for the youngsters 
and a opportunity for visitors to 
try' the retraining opportunities 
open to them at the School. 
These included Word Proces
sing, Typing and Book-Keeping. 
The Physical Education Depart
ment concentrated on 
encouraging visitors to use the 
excellent leisure facilities at the 
centre including squash, swim
ming, keep-fit and a programme 
of computerized fitness mea
surement. 

Crowds of Senior Citizens 
toured the centre in the after
noon and were amazed at the 
changes in school life since their 
early days. Brownhills Com
munity School has a tradition of 
catering for people in this age 
bracket with Indoor Bowls 
Clubs, daytime swimming ses
sions and an open policy of 
enrolment in daytime and even
ing classes, including those in 
the ever popular craft depart
ment. 

The evening programme fea
tured the vast range of activities 
undertaken at Brownhills. Vis
itors wandered through cor
ridors and classrooms buzzing 
with life and variety. Final 
rehearsals by Bloxwich and 
Brownhills Operatic Society 
mixed easily with a meeting of 
the Photographic Club and the 

local residents prize bingo ses
sion. Add to this the usual 
spread of Adult Evening Clas
ses, and you have the true 
flavour of Community Educa
tion provided at Brownhills. 

All agreed the great deal of 
hardwork involved was worth
while and will certainly be 
repeated for an even bigger and 
better event next year. 

Successful 
60's Disco 
The Home and School Associ

ation held another successful 
60's Disco at Brownhills Com
munity School on Saturday, 11 
November. 

A capacity crowd danced 
away the evening in the Com
munity Lounge bar to the sound 
of Gavin Dyke's Disco. 

Organiser, Mrs Brenda Antill, 
said she planned a similar even
ing in the new year and thanked 
all who helped make such an 
enjoyable event. All proceeds 
for the evening go to the Home 
and School Association. 

Any organisation wishing to 
hire the extensive lounge and 
bar facilities for similar func
tions should contact Josie 
Marigold on Brownhills 452119. 

Produce 
a paper 

competition 
A group of students from 

Brownhills Community School 
have been challenged to pro
duce a local newspaper for a 
week. During the first week in 
December a team of young 
reporters, led by Lisa Williams 
will be out and about around 
Brown hills looking for any items 
for their newspaper. So if your 
club, society, shop, establish
ment, fami ly or just you are 
holding any specia l events dur
ing this week, please contact 
Lisa at the school - Brownhills 
452886 and she will send along 
a roving reporter. 
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. BROWNIDLLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 

Governor's Report to 
Annual Parent's Meeting 

Mr Fran Hodgkinson and his 
fellow Governors reported on 
their years work to the parents of 
pupils at Brown hills Community 
School on Wednesday, 8 
November. 

The evening was combined 
with the Annual General Meet
ing of the Home and School 
Association and ended with an 
enjoyable Wine and Cheese 
Party in the library. 

Mr Hodgkinson thanked the 
Governors for their support dur
ing the year and said how proud 
he was of the ethos of the school 
and friendly and purposeful 
atmosphere generated by the 
pupils and staff. 

Parents were told of the excel
lent set of examination results 

produced by the pupils this year. 
GCSE results were exceptional 
with a total of 946 grades being 
obtained by a year group of 152 
- an average of 6 subjects per 
candidate. Some exceptional 
results were obtained by indi
vidual candidates with one pupil 
obtaining 9 GCSE grades includ
ing 5 at Grade A, 2 at Grade B 
and 2 at Grade C. All "A· level 
students were now at Univer
sity, Polytechnical Colleges or in 
other forms of higher education. 

The Governors thanked the 
staff for their hardwork in the 
previous 12 months, and com
mented particularly in the 
strong links the school had with 
its local community. 

Super new leisure 
facilities at Brownhills 

Community School 
In the near future, work will 

commence on the first of two 
phases to extend the leisure 
facilities of the Deakin Avenue 
site. 

Firstly, a new block of chang
ing rooms with Referee's room 
and showers area. These will be 
used by school and community 
users for outside activities and 
will keep the mud etc out of the 
centre. 

These changing rooms will 
eventually replace the upstairs 
changing rooms. 

The second phase will be to 
convert these upstairs changing 
rooms into a weights/multi
gym/sauna centre. 

This is all part of the Brown
hills Community School's drive 
towards being an even more 

complete centre for the people 
of Brown hills. 

Other proposals in the 
pipeline include the installation 
of a lift for the disabled and a 
new Disabled Centre within the 
school. 

Teddies for sale 
Brownhills CPVE students 

invite you to buy a Teddy tor' 
Christmas. The students this 
year, are manufacturing their 
own Teddy bears in Green, Blue 
or Peach colours at £2 each. 

For further details, come to 
the school or see them at the 
Ogley Junior School Christmas 
Fayre, 8 December. 

Pantomime comes 
to Brownhills 

Not Birmingham, 
nor Wolverhampton -
BUT BROWNHILLS! ! ! 

On 4th January at 7.30 pm 
Brownhills Community School 
is hosting Steve Savage's Spec
tacular Production of "CIN
DERELLA". 

This London based company 
aims to recapture the pan
tomime atmosphere of years 
gone by where children boo the 
villain and cheer the hero. 

Although the pantomime is 
especially for the children with 
prizes, giveaways and competi
tions we are sure the grown-ups 
will enjoy it too, therefore adults 
can take advantage of the spe
cial low priced childs ticket. 

Tickets for this 21/2 hour, 4 
scenery change show are priced 
at £3 and are avai lable from the 
Brownhills Community School. 
We advice you to get your ticket 
early to avoid disappointment. 

Radley exchange 
For the past six years, in the 

autumn term, pupils from both 
Brownhills Community School 
and Radley Public School, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, have 
taken part in an exchange. This 
involves ten pupils from both 
schools spending five days at 
each others school. The idea of 
this exchange is to give pupils 
an insight into the different edu
cational systems. 

While at the schools pupils 
visit their 'A' level subject les-

ings events were organised 
such as a visit to the new twelve 
screen cinema at Walsall and 
sampling the nightlife which 
they are not accustomed too. 

Yet again the exchange was 
felt by both parties to be a huge 
success and we hope that many 
more exchanges between Rad
ley and Brownhills will take 
place and be of the same value 
to the students. 

Report by: C. Williams 
M. Blackshaw 

sons and also any others which .------------
they would like to visit. This 
gives them the opportunity to 
compare contrasting teaching 
styles. 

This years exchange involved 
five girls and five boys from the 
sixth form and whilst there 
pupils not only went to tradi
tional academic lessons but also 
to such lessons as, Drama, Car
tography, Pharmacology and· 
Latin. The exchange also meant 
spending time in the boy's social 
houses and their J.C.R. (com
mon room) 

Once again ten boys from 
Radley came to Brownhills and 
stayed at sixth formers house's. 
During the day they attended 
normal lessons and in the even-

9 year old 
raises money 

for charity 
James Ankrett of Poole Cres

cent, Brownhills West, swam 45 
lengths of Brownhills Commun
ity School swimming pool and 
raised £65 for the Sarah Jones 
Appeal Fund. 

Sarah who has a rare disease 
lives close to James on the Wil
ken Estate. James who was only 
9 on 10 October would like to 
thank everyone for their dona
tions for this worthwhile cause. 

AKING THEM 

Why travel miles to find friendly and 
helpful advice on Camera Equipment and 
photography when everything you need is, 
right here on your doorstep. · 

We stock a large range of Cameras 
including Video and Accessories to suit 
every pocket. If you are looking for that 
special Christmas gift why not call in to see 

us now at: 

JONES PHOTOGRAPHY 
5-7 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

Telephone: 375606 

Open Monday to Saturday -tt ph~tos 
-~asSP0 u·""ait 

w\\\\e· 
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Brownhills School & Community Centre News 

Special 
Schools 
Sports 

On Sunday 12 November, a 
sports day was organised at 
Brownhills Community School, 
for the pupils from Walsall spe
cial schools. 

Teams came from Mary Elliott 
and High Heath Schools, and 
Walsall College of Technology. 
The competitors took part in a 
number of sports hall events 
including football and basket
ball shooting, skittles and table
skittles, darts and table-tennis, 
before moving into the swim
ming pool for some very excit
ing and competitive races. 

After this if was back into the 
sports hall, where everyone took 
part in the obstacle course. Med-

als were presented to the first 
th ree competitors in each event, 
in an atmosphere that was excit
ing and infectious in its 
enthusiasm. 

The day was completed with a 
barbecue for the competitors, 
giving them a chance to enjoy a 
well earned rest, show off their 
medals and chat to their new 
friends. 

Spectators urging their team on 

Winners receiving their medals 
at the special school sports 

An evening 
of Arts, 
Drama 

and Music 
Sixth Form Students from 

Brownhills Community School 
w ill be holding an evening of 
Drama and Music in the 
School's Lecture Theatre on 
Thursday 23 November. The 
students, directed by Paul Morri
s'on and Sarah Whitbrook, are 
also staging an Arts Exhibition 
of their own work in the Com
munity Lounge. Tickets availa
ble from the school office and 
are priced at £1 each adults and 
50p children, and the perfor
mance will begin at 7 .30 pm. 

TUNE YOUR CAR TO .. 
PERFECTION with 

BROWN HILLS 
TRUCK SERVICES 
LIMITED 
LINDON ROAD 
BROWNHILLS, WSB 7BW 

Telephone C0543J 452525 

WE Now OFFER A FULL 

M.0.T. FACILITY 
For Cars and LCVs in our 
Car Bay Section. Also 
Computerised Engine Diagnostic 
Checks·and Tuning 

A BETTER SERVICE 
REPAIRS & SERVICE 
TO ALL MAKES OF 

TRUCKS AND CARS 

BROWN HILLS 
BUSINESS 

PARK 

Brown hills 
Community F.C. 

Brownhills Community F.C's 
fine start to the season con
tinued throughout October and 
into November (writes Simon 
Mason). The points tally for the 
Lichfield League Division 4 side 
has now risen to 18 pts from 10 
games with 32 goals for and 
only 3 against. 

The club was formed in 1981 
by teachers from Brownhills 
Comprehensive, with the team 
then consisting of teachers and 
pupils from the school. The 
club's committee is headed by 
Dave Senior with Chris Kelly as 
Secretary while the team is man
aged by Dave and Paul "Tubby" 
Meddings. 

Leading scorer is local lad 
Graham Betteley with 9 goals so 
far, 5 coming in the 7-0 win 
against FIRSTEEL. 

The community teams home 
games are played at Brownhills 
Comprehensive School on Sun
day mornings, with train:ng tak
ing place in the school gym on 
Wednesday evenings. The train
ing is conducted by veleran 
Tony Platts who has now 
increased the training pro
gramme in anticipation of our 
local 'oerby' with Brownhill's 
' Spornnan' · n the Jack Donnelly 
Cup 26th November at Burbury 
Park. 

************ 
POET'S 
SPOT 

Alas Alas Alak -a - day; 
I'll have my right these words to 
say; 
As the world revolves in per
petual madness; 
The tears in my eyes are from 
rage not sadness 
Lone voices unheard but they 
still keep calling; 
While men weilds the axe and 
the trees keep falling; 
And governments sit back so 
demure and placid; 
While the rain from the sky turns 
into acid and the bowels of the 
earth are being raped and 
looted; 
And the water we drink is slowly 
being polluted; 
Onward we go never stopping to 
think; 
Till not far in the future we'll 
come to the brink; 
I pity those that have to foJJow; 
When everythings artifica and 
hard to swallow; 
For the earch will be barrer and 
the trees will be gone. 

I wonder ff we'll' ge; a0CJ::1er 
change to start from, 

I.DERRY 

************ 
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Rain Man (15) Critters 2 (15) 

o<Y""' Cruise kidnaps his autis
tic b rother (Dustin Hoffman) in 
th s touching and memorable 
fi m , that won four Oscars. 

~ ~ I VIDEO NEWS I 
The long awaited sequel to the 

successful 'Critters' which stars 
many small, furry and danger
ous creatures as well as Scott 
Grimes, Don Opper, Terrance 
Man. WOO Framed Roger Rabbit? (PG) 

Actors combine with cartoons 
in this original and funny movie. 
With a great performance by 
Bob Hoskins. 

~ ~ ~ New releases this month ~ . Walker (18) 
Starring Ed Harris. 

~ A guide to help you in your choice ~ 
~ 

Nicky and Gino (15) 
Starring Tom Hulce, Jamie 

Lee Curtis and Ray Liotte. The January Man (15) 

Kevin Kline stars as another 
rough and tough cop. Also star
ring Rod Steiger and Susan 
Sarandon. 

Mac and Me (U) 

Fun for all the family as Mac (a 
baby alien) becomes separated 
from his family after being 
brought to Earth by a wandering 
space probe. He befriends a 
you ng boy and they go in search 
of his family whilst beil'1g chased 
by N.A.SA Scientists. Kids will 
love it. 

Ghost Chase (PG) 

start happening for them when 
Warren is summoned to the 
reading of his grandfather's will 
and is left an old clock. 

At the stroke of midnight the 
clock emitts the ghost of the old 
man's butler, Lewis, who knows 
where the old man's fortune is 
hidden. 

Kinjite- Forbidden Subjects (18) 

More violence and action 
from Charles Bronson. 

Tom and Jerry: 
Matin~ Mouse (U) 

Warren and Fred are a couple More cartoon fun with the cat 
of failed movie makers. Things and mouse partnership. 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Free Motorway tuition upon passing test with 
RichardT. 

Competitive Rates, Dual Controls, Door-to-Door, 
New Escorts, Choice of Instructors 

Telephone: Brownhills 376301 

Hardcover (18) 
Starring Jenny Wright 

Terror Train (18) 
Starring Jamie Lee Curtis and 

David Copperfield. 

Moon over Parador (15) 
Comedy with Richard 

Dreyfuss and Sonia Braga. 

Shame(15 
Starring Deborra Lee-Furness 

Miles from Home (15) 
Starring Richard Gere 

My Left Foot (15) 
A touching, moving and 

beautifully acted true story star
ring Daniel Day Lewis and, the 
late, Ray McAnally. 

Gary Dingle 

FOR SALE 

GENTS GREY LEATHER BLOUSON, 
Bailys genuine sheepskin jacket. Size 
large, as new, £90. Tel: Brownhills 
372949. 
NEW EX 650 GENERATOR, low 
noise, 240/12 volt, £275. Tel: Brown
hills 377101. 

~,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ 

i ST. BERNADETTES i 
~ JUDO CLUB ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Is now open to ~ i All Judo enthusiasts - 7 years or over i 
~ FIRST NIGHT FREE TO NEW MEMBERS ~ 
~ ~ i Instruction by Ray Elmore i 
~ Open 7.15 pm - 8.45 pm ~ i Mondays and Wednesdays i 
~ Juniors 30p Seniors 50p i 
i NARROW LANE, BROWNHILLS i 
~ Telephone: (0543) 375444 · ~ 
~,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ 

f-GAZETfE-tLAS-SlFIEDSl 
I FREE UNDER £50 Trade Advertisements I 
I 

All Private 'For Sale' Advertisements for Articles costing All Trade Advertisements and Private Advertisements I 
£50 I ·11 b . d FREE OF CHARGE f A . I £50 'II b h d I b I or ess w1 e mserte or rt1c es over WI e c arge as sea e e ow. J L 

~ 40p I 
1 80p ~ 
~ 

~ I £1.20 

I £1.60 J 
I £2.00 I 

£2.40 1 
£2.80 ~ 

PLEASE USE ONE BOX PER WORD BROWNHILLS I 

I NAME ..... ....... ........................................... .. ... . 
II ADDRESS .......... .. .... ...... .... ............................ Please insert the above advertisement in the next issue 

Enclosed £ to cover cost of insertion. , .............. .......... .......... ... ................................... . 
All advertisements are accepted subject to approval of copy. 

1......................................................................... Send to : Gazette Publications, P.O. Box 1, 183 High Street, I 
I TEL: ... , ... .............. ,.......................................... Brownhills, Walsall, West Midlands wsa 6HW I ------~.-~- - - - - - - - ..... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - -



.. ~ 

CT3703STX WffH OPTIONAL 
MATCHING VIDEO CABINET (VC3703) 

• Twin Digital automatic tracking system giving perfect 
tracking of both normal playback and slow motion. 

• Comprehensive On-screen Display System. 

• Mitsubishi Advanced remote control system - Full control 
of all functions. · 

• Dual VHS Index Search System - VISS. 

· • Advanced programme timer for 8 events over 1 month. 

• New DX3 video head for Super still and slow motion. 

• Extra on the 820; 

- 8 programme memory with LCD display. 

- Learning remote to allow control of most infra-red remote 
control devices. 

, . 

A 
Complete Range 

of 
Mitsubishi 

TV's & Videos available 
at our Showroom 

Don't you wish 
· youhada 

Mitsubishi?- . 

. Claridges. Rildio and T.V. 
43, HIGH STREET, WALSALL WOOD 

Tel:· Brownhills 373207 · 
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