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State of Barnetts Lane 
Cemetery causes concern 

People constantly ring in 
about the terrible state of 
Brownhills cemetary, in Bar
netts Lane. 

VVeeds and grass have been 
allowed to grow unchecked for 
years with some graves without 
headstones being unrecognisa
ble as such. The Reverend Colin 
Thomas the Vicar of St James 
Church has also received com
plaints, and is as upset as any
one by the state of the cemetary. 

He told me that the main prob
lem is the age old one of funds 
being unavailable to maintain 
the area of new graves as well as 
the older part. He did explain 
however, that for just £10 per 
year anyone can have an indi
vidual plot personally cared for 
and these are the odd ones you 
may spot among the vast area of 
unattended graves in the old 
part. 

I also spoke to caretaker of 
VValsall VVood cemetary, which 
incidentally is always kept neat 
and tidy, and he assured me that 
the only money coming into 
their funds for this purpose is 
from voluntary donations from 
the public. So perhaps if people 
are aware of this more of the 

public can come forward and 
help in a positive way, not only 
with money but surely a working 
rota could be instigated on a vol
untary basis. 

"I have put this idea forward 
before" explained Rev Thomas 

I 
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but the response has been 
poor." 

The problem may be served 
long term however, as plans are 
in the offing to sell the land 
behind the cemetary for rented 
accommodation to be built on, 

and it is planned that part of that 
money will be put aside to tend 
properly to the cemetary. I hope 
also thatthis could include some 
improvement to the entrance 
area which as our photo shows 
is also a bit of an eyesore. 
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Mrs. Audrey Wilkin of New
town Bridge is angry at the deci
sion by West Midland Travel to 
move their bus stop to the other 
side of the bridge in Chase Road. 
Before, passengers waiting 
could stand well back from the 
road t ill the bus came, but now 
they have to go to the other side 
of the bridge which means walk
ing on the road as there isn't a 
footpath on that side. 

"This has made things very 

· Editors Corner .. 
The Gazette goes 

near and far 
Mr. Ken Wheel of Shropshire, 

has sent word, correcting me 
and Ted Hassall, that the old 
pump house in Spot Lane, 
Clayhanger, did not take water 
to Chasewater, but to Fordbrook 
itself. 

The point is, how did he see 
the Gazette in Shropshire. But 
he's not the only, as it never 
ceases to amaze me where it will 
turn up, because I have received 
phone calls and articles from 
Walsall Wood, Pelsall, Rushall 
and Shelfield while a young lad 
from Burntwood, Stephen 
.Hawkes has sent me a couple of 
~artoons I m ight be interested 
in. 

I have an article from Blox
wich sent in by Alf Mason and 
Gerald Reece of Surrey, who has 

studied the history of Brownhills 
from his days spent living in the 
area, has introduced himself to 
me, and has promised me some 
interesting features. 

A reader in Hereford wants a 
regular copy, butthe furthest we 
know we have travelled, is 
Australia courtesy of Mrs. Bar
nard of Ogley. 

However if any of you have a 
spare copy of December issue, I 
would be grateful if you could 
drop it in the office in the High 
Street, Opposite Silver Court, as 
the Rail Supporters Consortium, 
would like to distribute it 
amongst their members many 
of whom live outside our area. 
Please note that copy for our 
March Edition should be in by 
the 7th March. 

Unfortunately we have been unable to 
accommodate all the editorial that was submitted 
for publication this month. Every effort will be 
made to publish the omitted material in the March 
issue. 

Danger in crossing Newtown Bridge 

dangerous", points out Mrs. 
Wilkin, "I'm quite nippy, but you 
should see the struggle the pen
sioners from the bungalows 
have, to make it safely over. 
Then when it's wet we can't 
stand back, so we get soaked by 
passing vehicles". 

She has written to Dick 
Shepherd who contacted J. K. 
Isaac of W.M.T. who offered his 
apologies for any inconveni
ence, but said the bus stop was 
moved at the request of the 
Local Authority and Police, as its 
previous position was consi
dered unsafe. 

"Unsafe for who?" queries 
Mrs. Wilkin, "I'm sure they 
hadn't got people in mind w ith 
this move. It was probably to 
keep traffic flowing easier, 
because I see someone getting 
pinned up that wall by a lorry 
before long, then perhaps they' I I 
put it back where it was and 
make a pull in on that small 
piece of unused ground. I just 
w ish they would consult us, 
their passengers, before making 
these decisions" . 

Mr. Shepherd M.P. has again 
written to Mrs. Wilkin telling her 
that he is contacting Chief 
Superintendent Barker of West 
Midlands Police, seeking 
background information to their 
original request for this stop to 
be moved. 

u After all there hadn't been 
any accidents at the original 
spot", notes Mrs. Wilkin. 

The letter From Mr. G. Marsh, 
Director of Engineering & Town 
Planning agrees that the initial 
request to re-site the bus stop 
came from the Police, who con
sidered it to be a road safety 
hazard, and that the bus stop is 
on a public highway. Also that 
the Bus Company is under no 
obligation to inform any mem
bers of the public prior to mov
ing a bus stop, however they 
may decide to on a matter of 
courtesy. 

In this case they didn't. 

Since then Mrs. Lloyd of 18 
Watling Street has rung The 
Gazette to tell of her narrow 
escape when nearly being hit by 
a lorry as she crossed the br idge, 
with her husband, who, like her, 
is in his seventies. 

On behalf of these passengers 
we visited the Newtown Bridge 
and we can see that it is a prob
lem, the root cause being the old 
one of, modern road traffic and 
roads, outgrowing existing 
bridges, hence only room for 
one fcotpah, and short of widen
ing the bridge, or putting a 
pedestrian bridge over the canal 
on that side (like the one in 
Clayhanger) this problem won't 
go away. 

However, Mrs. Wilkin does 
have a good case as the original 
site, although not perfect, was 
less dangerous for passengers, 
and at least while waiting they 
cou ld stand well back on some 
waste land. The police were 
probably thinking of road safety, 
quite rightly, but they obviously 
weren't thinking of pedestrians 
and the piece about the old stop 
being on a #public highway" is a 
silly statement in itself. Are 
others in the middle of a field? 

Couldn't the bus carry on 
down the A5, turn and come 
back up, picking up passengers 
in the slip road in front of Mrs. 
Wi lkins bungalow? We certainly 
hope someth ing is sorted out 
soon because it is dangerous 
and both traffic and people 
should be considered and con
sulted. 

In the meantime in the 
interests of road safety we 
wou ld suggest that pedestrians 
coming from Watling Street East 
Side should cross the road, go 
over the bridge on the footpath, 
then re-cross the road. It means 
crossing a busy road twice, but 
much safer than trying to 
squeeze through lorries by that 
wait. 
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An important public consulta
tion meeting was held on Friday 
February 9th at Brownhills 
Activities Centre, to discuss the 
proposed re-designing of Hol
land Park. 

The Leisure Services Depart
ment was represented by four 
people. David Guy (Director of 
Leisure Services), Alan J. 
Grocott (Head of Parks and 
Amenities), Barry Waddison· 
(Recreation Officer) and Michael 
Moore (Technical Services 
Officer). 

It was emphasised that the 
possible developments discus
sed would be made to tailor 
what the people want and need, 
and ranged from a bowling 
green, a new car park, a 
skateboarding area to keep 
youngsters from skateboarding 
on paths and car parks, the 
planting of more flowers and 
shrubbery and the proposed 
demolition of the bandstand, 
which would allow the park to 
stand out more and allow easier 
access to it. 

Other ideas were put forward 
to help the environment and 
hygiene. These included, the 
installing of more litter bins and 
the banning of dogs in the child
ren's play area. A 'dogs only on 
leads' suggestion was also 
heard, and the introduction of 
disposal areas for any mess a 
dog makes (aptly named 'Poop 
Scoop' 

Problems were also highligh
ted, such as vandalism and graf
fiti, which would call for extra 
supervision and security. The 
toilets were thought by many to 
be too isolated and an eyesore 
and could be relocated 
elsewhere in the park. 

The main aim is to upgrade 
the standard of the park and 
attract more people to it. A way 
of doing this may be to hold 
some kind of event at weekends, 
such as art exhibitions or shows 
for children. The only main 
event at Holland Park is the fair, 
which arrives each summer with 
the carnival, and the main prob
lem that worries people is the 
type of person these events can 
attract to Brownhills. Last sum
mer two people were stabbed as 
gangs fought by the fa ir. 

An events pack would have to 
be arranged if a group or event is 
being organised, to avoid dis
ruption. The four officials 
believe that if the park is used 
more it becomes better, and 
events would allow for this. 

Around 30 people attended 
the meeting and they were 
divided on what should be done 
and to what extent. This shows 
that no matter what is done the 
Leisure Services Department 
will not satisfy everyone, but the 
people were united in their view 
that the park is overdue this fac
celift and needs improving 

Another flood 
problem - or 

is it the same?-
As soon as our report on the 
flooding in Clayhanger Lane 
was issued, Mrs. Jones of 37 
Hednesford Road, phoned to tell 
of similar problems. She has 
been fighting for 10 years to get 
something done about her back 
garden which floods every times 
we have a downpour. 

"It would not be so bad if it 
was only when we have exces
sive rain like we are having atthe 
moment," Mrs Jones told us, 
"But we only have to have a 
downpour and we can not get 
down our garden. Before this 
started we kept chickens and 
budgies but we had to get 1 id of 
them." 

She has contacted the council 
Engineering Department, the 
Department of Environmental 
Health, County Council, South 
Staffs and Severn Trent Water 
Authorities and Geoff Edge. 

In the last letter received she 
was told, that flooding could be 
caused by a land owner building 
up adjoining ground, but this did 
not come under the jurisdiction 

of this council, and would advise 
that she wou Id have to tackle the 
problem with civil action. 

"Everybody kept passing the 
buck so eventually we gave up" 
said Mrs. Jones, whose hus
band has now installed a pump 
in the shed at his own expense. 

We were interested in this 
story, after the report on Mrs. 
Bagleys flooding in our last( 
issue, because Mr. Ted Hassel of 
Albion Road, spoke of a brook 
running from that area, over the 
common to Birch Coppice, 
where it has been diverted. 

Mrs . . Jones' garden started 
flooding 10 years ago, so did tip
ping at Birch Coppice. It may be 
coincidence but perhaps there 
are some more in that area. I 
would be interested to know. 

The update on the water levels 
off the Pelsall Road is that the 
Councils Engineering Depart
ment are in discussion with the 
British Waterways Board, and 
are also sending out an indepen
dent engineer to investigate the 
problem, and have promised to 
keep the residents informed. 
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rapidly, before it becomes a for
gotten focal point in the Brown
hills Community. 

As opinion was divided no 
decision was reached on the 

bandstand (pictured) but 
suggestions that it could be 
turned into a refreshment area 
or used for what it was designed 
for were aired. 

WALSALL WOOD AND SHIRE OAK 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

THE NEW BAR LOUNGE 
ISNOW AVAILABLE 

FOR HIRE 
Whatever your function 

contact BrownhUls 373819 

B1ownhlll1 
Gla11 Co.lid. 

WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD 
WALSALL 

YOUR LOCAL GLASS SPECIALISTS 

MIRRORS 
TABLETOPS 
ROOFLIGHTS 

SAFETY GLASS 

·FREE 
·DELIVERY OF 
·GLASS CUT 

·TO SIZE 

VISIT OUR MIRROR SHOWROOM 

Tel: 0543 371768 
0543 378986 

Fax: 0543 372134 
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Fight to re-open Railway 
----gathering momentum--

The Pelsall Road Branch of the 
Rail Supporters Consortium 
held a public meeting on Friday 
the 19th January, at the 
Activities Centre which was 
attended by about 60 people. 

A slide show was presented 
by Mr. Alan Bevan and Mr. Nigel 
Cripps, who had walked the 5 
miles of track bed taking photo
graphs and making notes. It 
revealed that the Brownhills 
line, which was opened in 1849 
was still in good condition 
regarding the truck bed and that 
all under and over bridges were 
still intact. 

During the talk which fol
lowed, the need for more public 
support was urged, and it was 
agreed that money was needed 
to set up a feasibility study, with 
which Rail Freight had offered to 
share the cost. A booklet The 
Brownhills Connection was on 
sale at 50p and membership of 
the group at £1 was hoped to 
boast funds. 

Mr. Tom Taylor the Consor
tium co-ordinator then asked for 
the opinions of the public and a 
lively discussion took place. 

In answer to questions he 
noted that a number of steel lor
ries, to the Black Country, pas
sed through Brownhills every 

day, which used to go by one 
train, likewise w ith oil tankers. 

Another question, relating to 
noise was answered favourably 
by a Bloxwich man, who lived 
near a railway in use, who 
pointed out that, with the new 
continuous welded rails, the 
noise was negligible. 

"The crossings at Rushall may 
be a problem" said one 
member, and it was mentioned 
that a station in Hammerwich 

may be too far from the centre. 
A fear of Toxic waste being 

brought into the area from 
Europe via the Channel Tunnel 
was quickly dispelled however, 
w hen it was made clear, that 
already rules were made to pre
vent any dangerous materials, 
coming through the Tunnel. 

It was also revealed that in 
some European countries loads 
over a certain weight, must go 
by rail and this could be 

enforced over here ·n the near 
future. 

Mr. Doug s·n:fl a so told the 
meeting that me s~ County 
Council and ·c;r;e d District 
Council supporten '\a. Develop
ment and he \'25 certainly 
encouraged by other · nes being 
re-opened in the . .-d a'1ds and 
he now saw me campaign 
gathering momertu..., and 
hopes ofthe link being joined up 
were much brighter nov.. 

Birch Coppice Meeting 
A meeting was called on Fri

day 12th January concerning 
the proposed continuation of 
landfil ling on the Birch Coppice 
site of Leigh Interests. 

The people attending this 
meeting were there to help block 
the proposed bid, and gather 
complaints about the site from 
people in the area. 

Their main aim is to prevent a 
mountain being created. The 
build up of dirt and other things 
being put underground, has 
caused a mound 24 foot high to 
appear all round the site. This is 
higher than a house. Continua-

tion would double the size of this 
hill. 

If this were to happen, drain
age problems, which are start
ing to be sorted out, would 
increase and cause more dam
age. 

Many complaints were heard, 
ranging from flooding, lack of 
wildlife, blockage of light, pollu
tion of the canal and even 
phenol (an extremely hazardous 
and dangerous chemical) being 
found underground in some 
places. Another complaint that 
the people, jointly, pointed out 
was the terrible smell emitted 
when the earth was disturbed. 

Leigh should have finished 
their operations in Birch Cop
pice in 1988, but are still there 
now, 'looking sfter the land'. 

To put their case forward, a 
deputation was organised for 
three people, Lorraine Stanis
treet (Chairperson). Douglas 
Birch and Roger Marklew, to 
speak up about different com
plaints in differing areas of the 
Coppice. They had 5 minutes to 
do this, at the Town Hall in Wal
sall. 

A letter from Mrs. Stanistreet 
re the deputation visit appears in 
Postbag. 

11FREE DOUBLE 
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CONSERVATORIES AND PORCHES OUR SPECIALITY 
All FITTED BY OUR 0 WN SKILLED CRAFTSMEN 
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\!Church News II 
We will be having a Service of 

Holy Communion on Ash Wed
nesday 28th February in St 
James, and again, this year the 
Lent Boxes will be available for 
us to support the Bishops Len
ten Appeal for projects in the 
inner cities, and the Diocese 
where John & Eileen Delight 
have moved to Kenya. 

Vicars and Video 

Clergy from all over the Dio
cese have met at two seminars 
in Walsall Wood and 
Shrewsbury to discuss the 
growing industry of wedding 
and baptism videos. In collab
oration with the clergy chapter 
in Shrewsbury, over 30 people 
gathered at St. Peter's Church, 
Monkmoor in an attempt to 
create a better working relation
ship with the wedding video 
firms and the Institute ofVideog
raphy. 

Up to 65 per cent of church 
weddings are now captured on 
video, but there are still a 
number of clergy who will not 
allow videos in their churches. 
The Organiser, Robert Ellis, 
said: *Inevitably there are fears 
and understandings on both 
sides. The seminar was aimed at 
bringing them together to 

ensure a professional working 
relationship." He said the meet
ing has been a huge success and 
w as just one of a number 
organised by the Communica
tions Committee of the Diocese. 

The idea came about after vic
ars and members of the Institute 
of Videography experienced 
problems w ith the making of 
videos. 

Weddings: 
6th January, Stephen Paul Ford 
and Stephanie Grice. 

Funerals: 
3rd January: Mildred Lambert 
(aged 69) Late of 63, Gt Charles 
Street. 
9th January: Thomas Cope 
(aged 82) Late of 8, Vicarage 
Close. 
10th January: George Clift 
(aged 75) Late of 98, Sadler 
Road. 
12th January: Emily A lice 
Wooley (aged 79) Late of 58, 4th 
Avenue. 
16th January: Thomas Jackson 
(aged 59) Late of 7, Poplar 
Avenue. 
16th January: Florence Ashley 
(aged 74) Late of 32, 4th Avenue. 
23rd January: Irene Hilda Evans 
(aged 64) Late of 48, Fullelove 
Road. 

~ BARGAIN ~ 
BEDDING BONANZA 

We guarantee you can't 
buy cheaper in the Walsall area 

*See also superb 
range of Dining Suites, 

Wall Units, Suites, etc * 
3ft Lincoln Divan 
(starter bed) .................... £49.99 
3ft Richmond Divan ............ £60 
4ft Gin Richmond Divan ...... £89 
4ft Gin Richmond, 
four drawer ........................ £135 
3ft Richmond Divan, 
two drawer ...... ..................... £82 

5 YEAR GUARANTEE 
3ft Kensington Divan 
(fi rm mattress! .................... £69 
4ft Gin Kensington Divan 
(firm mattress) .................. £109 
3ft Chelsea Slide Drawer .... £89 
3ft Mayfair Divan (top of 
lhe range with Damast 
Quilted Mattress) ................ £99 
~'t Sin Mayfair Divan (Top of the 
range with Damask Quilted Mat-

tress --······························ £149 
~ft G"n \ilayfair Drawer (Top of 
Range "'ith Damask Quilted Mat-

tress --······················ £195 

EXTENDED UPHOLSTERY 
SHOWROOM 
NOW OPEN! 

ORTHOPAEDIC 
3ft Ortho Divan .................... £95 
4ft Gin Ortho Divan (five 
year guarantee) ................. £139 
4ft 6in Ortho Four Drawer. £185 
MATTRESSES 
* Lincoln 3ft ........ ............... £29 
*Lincoln 4ft 6in ...... ........... £39 
*Mayfair 3ft ....................... £59 
* Mayfair 4ft Gin .................. £82 
*Kensington 3ft ................ £49 
* Kensington 
(firm mattress ...................... £69 * Ortho 3ft .......................... £64 * Ortho 4ft 6in .................... £89 
HEADBOARDS 
Dralon 3ft from £9.99 
Dralon 4ft Gin from £11.99 
Continental Headboards, 
from ............................ ......... £89 

V. G. FURNITURE 
Ul\TI 2. WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD 

Tel: (05431350584 *OPEN SUNDAY 10 AM- 4 PM* 
Finance details on request OPEN FRIDAY TILL 8 PM 
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ReP-utation for 
friendly service 
built in weeks 

Tim Griffiths and Rob Holmes 
opened Bell Carpets in Silver 
Court about 10 weeks ago and 
amazingly are already building 
up a reputation for their friendly 
and effiecient service. 

Both had been in the carpet 
trade for about 10 years, so had 
obviously built up a relationship 
with some good contacts, and 
were quite confident that they 
could make a go of it on their 
own. 

"We had a bit of luck in getting· 
these premises" said Tim, "but 
then really had to graft to fit the 
shop out ourselves, because 
money was tight and with no 
financial heip from anybody, it 
was a case of showing a bit of 
initiative. 

The results were amazing, as 
the showroom now has about 
100 different carpets on display, 

ranging from the cheapest 
prints and cords, to the better 
quality Wilton and Axminster 
including an extensive range of 
Stainmaster. 

They have had a lot of trade 
from the tenants in Si lver Court 
who are having their homes 
refurbished and both Tim and 
Rob find this gratifying because 
as Rob said "We're not fly by 
night, get rich quick merchants, 
just two ordinary local lads (Rob 
is from Walsall Wood) who 
wants to stay put and make a liv
ing by servicing the public of 
Brownhills and we intend work
ing hard to establ ish a success
ful business. " 

On seeing the way they have 
displayed their range and with 
the competitive prices, plus a 
free fitting service, I am sure that 
success is not far away for those 
two amiable local lads. 

.·· .............................................................. ··. 

~ Bell Carpets 
CALL IN AND SEE OUR 

COMPLETE CARPET SELECTION 

Including: 

18 SILVER COURT 
BROWN HILLS 

g 

0543 371375 

FREE FITTING 
ON MOST CARPETS 

. . 
• 

... ............................................................... 
Call in and see us for competitive quote 
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HEADBOARDS 
Dralon 3ft from £9.99 
Dralon 4ft Gin from £11.99 
Continental Headboards, 
from ............................ ......... £89 

V. G. FURNITURE 
Ul\TI 2. WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD 

Tel: (05431350584 *OPEN SUNDAY 10 AM- 4 PM* 
Finance details on request OPEN FRIDAY TILL 8 PM 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

ReP-utation for 
friendly service 
built in weeks 

Tim Griffiths and Rob Holmes 
opened Bell Carpets in Silver 
Court about 10 weeks ago and 
amazingly are already building 
up a reputation for their friendly 
and effiecient service. 

Both had been in the carpet 
trade for about 10 years, so had 
obviously built up a relationship 
with some good contacts, and 
were quite confident that they 
could make a go of it on their 
own. 

"We had a bit of luck in getting· 
these premises" said Tim, "but 
then really had to graft to fit the 
shop out ourselves, because 
money was tight and with no 
financial heip from anybody, it 
was a case of showing a bit of 
initiative. 

The results were amazing, as 
the showroom now has about 
100 different carpets on display, 

ranging from the cheapest 
prints and cords, to the better 
quality Wilton and Axminster 
including an extensive range of 
Stainmaster. 

They have had a lot of trade 
from the tenants in Si lver Court 
who are having their homes 
refurbished and both Tim and 
Rob find this gratifying because 
as Rob said "We're not fly by 
night, get rich quick merchants, 
just two ordinary local lads (Rob 
is from Walsall Wood) who 
wants to stay put and make a liv
ing by servicing the public of 
Brownhills and we intend work
ing hard to establ ish a success
ful business. " 

On seeing the way they have 
displayed their range and with 
the competitive prices, plus a 
free fitting service, I am sure that 
success is not far away for those 
two amiable local lads. 

.·· .............................................................. ··. 

~ Bell Carpets 
CALL IN AND SEE OUR 

COMPLETE CARPET SELECTION 

Including: 

18 SILVER COURT 
BROWN HILLS 

g 

0543 371375 

FREE FITTING 
ON MOST CARPETS 

. . 
• 

... ............................................................... 
Call in and see us for competitive quote 



Darts Marathon 
raises £750 

A marathon darts match took 
place on 20th to the 21st of 
January at the Royal Oak public 
house at Shire Oak, between the 
pub darts team and members of 
Walsall Wood Labour Club. The 
match was organised by licen
see, Lesley Saunders, who has 
only been at the Oak about 10 
weeks, to raise the money for 
Rainbow House in Walsall. 

About £750 was raised in the 
event which went from 12.35 
p.m. on Saturday till 12.35 on 
Sunday. Money come in from 
raffles, a swear jar, cards, a bot
tle, and an auction, the prizes 

which were donated by local 
shopkeepers who were called 
on by pub barmaid Sue who put 
in a tremendous amount of hard 
w ork. 

Two Charity bottles contain
ing £250 had been stolen from 
the bar, a few weeks earlier, but 
Mrs. Saunders far from being 
discouraged, intends to hold 
more fund raising activities for 
the Children's Hospice but all 
future money will be banked 
until it reaches a sizeable 
amount, to buy something use
ful. 

Birch Coppice 
I would like to take this oppor

tunity of thanking you for the 
interest you have shown in our 
Mcause*. We were paticularly 
pleased to welcome you to our 
meeting on the 3rd February, 
1990. 

If at all possible I would like to 
publicly thank Councillor H.G. 
Parker for the trouble he took to 
arrange for a deputation to be 
taken to the Brownhills Planning 
Committee on the 30th January, 
1990, when three people were 
allowed to speak for five 
minutes each. 

We were most courteously 
received by the Chairman, Offic
ers and Councillors of the Com
mittee. We were allowed to 
leave copies of our scripts 
behind together with a copy of 
the Brownhills Gazette for inclu
sion with the file papers. At the 
moment we do not know the 
date of the meeting when the 
application will be considered. 

At the same time I was fortu
nate enough to have a civilised 
conversatation with Mr. G. 
Owen, who represented Leigh 
Interests. Provisional arrange
ments are to be made for a site 
visit in the near future, between 
all interested parties. It is not 
certain what such a meeting 
would prove. As far as we are 
concerned the answer will 
remain the same. ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH. 

If any reader has any com
ment to make they should be 
addressed to: 
Mr. G.R. Marsh, 
C. Eng. M.l.C.E., M.l.H. T., 
Director of Engineering and 
Town Planning, 
Civic Centre, 
Walsall WS11DG. 

Thank you once again. I wish 
the Gazette continued success it 
certainly is a lovely little paper. 

Yours sincerely, 
Lorraine Stanistreet 

Silver Court 
Dear Sir, 

Following the publication of 
my letter (Issue 4 January) 
regarding the state of the slir>
road at Silver Court, I took up 
this matter with Walsall Council, 
and with the West Midlands 
Police. I am now able to report 
two significant steps forward. 

Firstly, the Police have 
notified me that they agree that 
the slip-road is not only 
unsightly but is a potential 
danger to pedestrians, and have 
taken up the matter with the 
Council. 

Secondly, after vsiting the 

Council myself, I was assured 
that repair work will be carried 
out in the coming financial year, 
probably in August. It is likely 
that the work will be done in two 
stages, #making safe" followed 
by re-surfacing. 

Considering the length of time 
this problem has rankled with
out any action being taken, we 
should be glad to have taken the 
first small steps towards recog
nition of the needs of Brownhills 
residents. 

Yours faithfully, 
Maurice Whitehouse 
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The Royal Oak team in action 

The team from Walsall Wood Labour Club 
half an hour to go and tiredness showing. 

(BIRMINGHAM) 
ABBEY HOUSE 

284 WITTON ROAD, WITTON 

SPECIALISTS IN 
PART WORN TYRES 
ALSO LOW PROFILE 
NEW INTERNATIONAL RETREAD 

ELECTRONIC WHEEL ALIGNMENT SERVICE 

UNLIMITED 12-13" - 14-15" 
IN STOCK 13" FROM £6.00 

14" FROM £8.00 

FREE FITTING SERVICE 
WITH TYRES BOUGHT FROM 

THE DEPOT 
OPEN Mon-Fri 8am-6pm 

Sat8am-4pm 
WHATEVER YOU ARE LOOKING FOR W E'VE 
GOT IT. UNBEATABLE STOCK AND PRICES 
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Brownhills School and 
Community Centre News 

If you are concerned about 
your lifestyle and worried about 
your family's health and diet but 
do not really know what to do 
about it or where to start, then 
the Brownhills Community 
School Health and Fitness week 
may have the information you 
are looking for. 

This event is being organised 
at the school by the PE and 
Home Economics Departments, 
to give the people of Brownhills 
the chance to find out just what 
Health and Fitness is all about. 

Russell Middleton being 
tested on the exercise bike 
using a heart rate monitor 

If you are in good health you 
will enjoy life to the full. You will 
have enough energy for work 
and looking after the family w ith 
plenty of vital ity left to join in 
sports and leisure activities. 

Getting fit does not mean join
ing in gruelling aerobics classes 
every night or suffering "Health 
Foods". It does not mean a dras
tic change in lifestyle or getting 
fanatical about fibre in your diet 
- but it may mean that some 
changes in the way you live and 
eat will improve the quality of 
your life and state of health . . 

Exercise is essential to a heal
thy lifestyle. It keeps the body in 
good running order and helps 
you look and feel healthy whilst 
being more robust and less 
prone to illness and accidents. 

Combine the exercise with 
fresh air and a varied balanced 
diet and you will soon find you 
will be full of life and raring to 
go. 

Most people can enjoy the 
benefits of living a ·healthy 

Some of the 5th year girls taking a break from getting ready 
for the health and f'rtness week 

lifestyle" without too much 
change to their existing daily 
routine by being aware of health 
and fitness, the simple actions 
like using the stairs instead of 
the lift, cycling to work and eat
ing more wholefoods could 
soon become second nature to 
you. 

The "Health and Fitness 
Week" consists of various 
events being staged at the 
school during the four days with 
an Open Evening on Thursday. 
All the events are open to the 
whole community, free of 
charge, and we hope as many 
people as possible will take 
advantage of the events being 
offered. The full programme is 
as follows: 

MONDAY 5TH MARCH: 
12.00-1.00 pm 
Circuit Training 
1.00 - 2.00 pm 
Swimming 
2.30 - 3.20 pm 
Aerobics with Jane Fonda 

TUESDAY 6TH MARCH: 
9.15-10.00am 
Illustrated talk on fruit and fruit 
farming by Mrs. Simpkin from 
Essington Fruit Farm. 
10.15 - 11.00am 
Aquarobics 
1.00 - 2.00 pm 
"Around the Common" Intro
duction 

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH: 
9.00 - 10.00 am 
Mums and Toddlers Swimming 
12.00- 1.00 pm 
Senior Citizens Activities Club 
1.00 - 2.00 pm 
Senior Citizens Swimming 
2.00 - 4.00 pm 
Senior Citizens Indoor Bowling, 
Aerobics followed by Swim
ming 

Art teacher promoted 
Art and Pottery teacher, Mr l}lllllflll~lf.!!M!Miarlft 

Martin M icklewright, of Brown- "-"' 
hills Community School has ·r 
accepted the post of Head of the 
Art '.)epartment at Aldridge 
School. 

Martin joined the staff of 
Brownhills School in January 
1984, and quickly established an 
excellent pottery section. He wi ll 
be missed by both the pupils of 
the school and parents - many of 
whom studied under Martin in 
his evening classes. 

The appointment at Aldridge 
School is from the beginning of 
the Summer term and all at the 
school wish him well in his new 
position. 

JUST WOOL 

Free table 
worth £21 
with every 

Bond 
knitting 
machine 

3 Ravens Court Precinct, High Street, Brownhills 
0543 360082 

Top brands 

Copley at competitive prices Clearance Patons/Copley 

Sonata Sirdar lines Robin 

(lOOg) D/K Emu always Wendy 
Hayfield 

99p available (Classic or Elite) King Cole 
Studley 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 

All night bovvling 
A marati1on ba.._ ·-9 session 

by S-a-.-.~ ~. S Co1'"""''TIUnity 
Associa:ID~ 3 Cl!'I'> "'9 O..ib, took 
pace ·- ·-s ~--u"~I Lounge 
a: 3-c-,.-- s Scnoo on Satur
~ ?--- ~-i:::ier, starting at 
= :c ~ Sc::· -'"1'.la evening and 
-.s- -; a.:o am Sunday morn-

-
- _ ::;g·nal idea came from 
~ - a ,1or w ho, along with 
-:.s.:::aoo Joe were amongst the 
:s: people in Brownhills to use 

Betty duly went ahead w ith 
her plans, and thanks to help 
and support from many people, 
the night turned out to be most 
successful. Relatives, friends 
and supporters came along dur
ing the evening to take part in 
target bowls, buy raffle tickets 
and encourage the participants 
who were staying all night, 
remembering that the majority 
were Senior Citizens. 

· -;; Indoor Bowling facilities. 
Betty real ised after talking to 
Community Staff at the School 
that, due to a cancellation, the 
Lounge would be vacant on the 
8th December. She immediately 
contacted Mr Allan Jarrett, 
Headteacher, who gave her per
mission to organise an all night 
sponsored bowl, all proceeds to 
go towards the Minibus Appeal 
Fund. 

8.00 am Sunday morning 
slowly rolled round, signalled by 
a loud cheer to mark the end of 
12 hours non-stop bowling, by 
tired, but happy people, rightly 
proud of their achievement. 

Students praised 
The exact figure raised will not 

be known until all sponsor 
money is collected, but the sum 
is thought to be in the region of 
£600. Congratulations to 
everyone concerned for a mar
vellous effort. 

Pupils, staff and members of 
the Brownhills community were 
delighted to meet Harry Whit
tacker, author of many well· 
known Bible studies, during the 
recent visit of the Christadelp
hians' "How the Bible Came to 
Us" Exhibition at Brownhills 
School. 

Whilst Mr Whittacker and his 
colleagues had to handle some 
difficult questions from 
youngsters and adults whose 
outlooks were very different 
from their own, the group of vol-

DIARY FOR THE TERM 
Monday 19th February 
Friday 23rd February 
Half-Term 
Thursday 15th March 
Careers Convention 
Thursday 22nd March 
3rd Year Parent's Evening 
Monday 26th March 
Governor's Meeting (Please 

note all Governor's Meetings 
are open to the public) 
Wednesday 4th April 
Thursday 5th April 
Swimming Gala 
Friday 6th April 
Term ends for Easter Holidays 
Monday 23rd April 
School re-opens 

SPECTRUM MEDICAL EYE CARE SPECIALISTS 
DISPENSING OPTICIANS 

WE SUPPLY 
* Contact Lenses 

(soft & hard-GP) 
*Industrial Glasses 
* Spectacles 
* Low vision aids 

Telephone: Brownhills 
(0543)360281 

Eye test carried out by ophthalmic 
medical practitioner for Glaucoma -
Diabetes and Blood Pressure 
in addition to refraction for 
glasses etc. 

115 HIGH STREET BROWNHILLS wsa 6HL 

A variety of fashionable frames 
an at competitive prices. 

unteers who manned the exhibi
tion were full of praise for the 
way their v isitors listened to, 
questioned and thought about 
what they heard, and viewed 
with interest the materials on 
show. 

Mr Whittacker presented 
autographed copies of some of 
his best known works to the 
school library, and the Christ
adelphians kindly donated 
many more prizes to the winners 
.of a quiz for pupils atthe school. 

Pupils at Brownhills Com
munity School are busy collect· 
ing all off the waste paper pro
duced in school for recycling. 
Local company, Stone and 
Owen, are collecting bags of 
waste paper every week and 
putting them to good use. The 
scheme is a welcome addition to 
the already successful can col
lections. Anyone who has any 
waste paper (note: not news· 
papers) or cans for recycl ing are 
welcome to call in at the school 
and drop them into one of the 
containers. The school is always 
looking for ways to improve the 
environment so help us to help 
you and your future. 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 

Plastic trays protest 
When the students at Brown- . 

hills Community School 
returned to school after the 
Christmas Break they found that 
dinners were no longer served 
off china plates. The new pri-

JOB VACANCIES 

BROWNHILLS COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 

Duty Officers needed - up to 
371/2 hours per week. Tempor
ary appointments only. 

To help and assist the Com
munity Staff of Brownhills Com
munity Association. 

Further details from Mrs. J. 
Marigold - Brownhills 452119. 

vately run Catering Section 
responsible for School Meals 
had decided to use plastic trays 
instead. Many students find eat
ing off these trays embarrassing 
and awkward - it is difficult to get 
at the food and reminds them of 
a well known television series! 

The Catering Section said that 
the switch from china to plastic 
trays was to cut down on clean
ing costs, but surely this should 
have been taken into considera
tion when they applied for the 
contract? - and what price the 
social graces? 

The general consensus of the 
6th Form in the school is that a 

NORTON CANES 

~ ·...:· 

• 'Big Steaks' from £4.75 
• Bar meals from around £2.75 
• Wine List available 
• Full range of Non and Low Alcohol Wines and Beers 

* Meal orders taken by telephone * 

Blues Night 
Every Thursday night is 'Blues Night' at 
The Coach House with top local Bands 

50's 60's 
Every Sunday 

The Golden Era of Pop plus Pop Trivia Quiz with 
'MIDNIGHT RUNNER' 

Contact Ray on 
WATLING STREET, NORTON CANES 

TEL: BROWNHILLS (0543) 373104 
IDEALLY SITUATED ON AS NORTON CANES, NEAR 

INDUSTRIAL COMPLEXES AND MG JUNCTIONS 11 and12 

A touch of Eastern promise! 
Some Third Year youngsters 

at Brown hills Community 
School who are currently 
engaged in a study of Eastern 
religions, have been given the 
opportunity to sample a taste of 
India. With the help of Mrs 
Paramjhit Dhillon, who has 
helped us with a number of pro
jects previously, pupils have 
been able to experience aspects 
of Asian life and culture, primar
ily through the study and discus
sion of Indian marriage cus
toms. They have been shown 
how to put on a sari; have mar
velled at the workmanship 
involved in a wedding outfit; 
tried on the traditional jewellery 
and sampled Indian sweets arid 
snacks. 

This has proved so popular 
that Mrs Dhillon has been asked 
to spend more time with us to 
enable the youngsters to learn 
Indian dance steps and practice 
yoga. Some of the girls are par
ticularly keen to try painting 
their hands and feet with henna 
as is the custom of Indian brides. 

While the henna pattern lasts 

on the bride's hand she is still on 
honeymoon and does not have 
to do the housework. Perhaps 
the Brownhills youngsters think 
they will get out of the wash ing
up! Whatever the reasons, they 
are getting a great deal of enjoy
ment from learning about other 
peoples' lifestyles and beliefs, 
and we look forward to future 
projects of this kind. 

Links with Birmingham 
--Conservatoire--

Pupils from Brownhills 
School's Music Department are 
taking part in an exciting project 
with Birmingham Conser
vatoi re, formerly known as the 
Birmingham School of Music. 
Under the heading of "Music in 
the Community", and with 
sponsorship from the Post 
Office, pupils are working 
closely with members of the 
Conservatoire. 

Last term, two senior string 
players, Susan Robb (cello) and 
Samantha Burton (violin) took 
part in a series of workshops 
w ith the Isis Quartet, culminat
ing in a public concert in St 
Paul's Church, Walsall. 

Th is term, four students are 
coming in to school to work on 
composing with a group of sec
ond year pupi ls and some fourth 

year GCSE M usic students. 
Hopefully this will widen our 
pupils' experience and encour
age them in composition work, 
and we hope that we can main
tain and extend our links with 
the Conservatoire in the future. 

EDUCATION SUNDAY 

If you think going to church 
might be dull or something for 
the "older generation", you 
obviously did not attend the 
annual Education Sunday ser
vice, held by Rev Colin Thomas. 
This has become something of a 
tradition for the youngsters and 
staff of Brownhills Community 
School and for others in the area 
and, as always, was well sup
ported and much enjoyed. -



Thursday Night 
is Bingo Night 

Parents flock to see 
opportunities available 

to their children 
Parents with youngsters in 

their last year of Primary School 
education filled the Lecture 
Theatre on Wednesday 26th 
January to listen to the Head
teacher, Mr Allan Jarrett and 
Head of First Year, Mr Tony 
Perks explain the opportunities 
and facilities available to thei r 
youngsters at Brownhills Com
munity School. Visitors from 
neighbouring education 
authorities were impressed w ith 
the friendly but workmanlike 
atmosphere in the school. 

Departments mounted exhibi
tions of work and equipment 
throughout the school and 
parents were escorted in small 
groups by members of staff, 
members of the Home and 
School Association and Sixth 
Formers on a tour of the build
ings and facilities. Tea and cof
fee was served by Fourth Year 
pupils during the evening. 

Other displays included ones 
deal ing with Industrial Links, 
Home and School Association, 
and Walsall Schools Sailing 
Association. 

Mr Jarrett told prospective 

parents that if they choose 
Brownhills School they could 
expect an education for their 
youngster second to none. 
Schools are now accountable to 
the parents, and therefore 
parents had a right to know what 
the school stands for. They were 
told that Brownhills School 
prided themselves in being one 
of the foremost Community 
Schools in the Borough and 
stood for personal excellence in 
all fields. The staff wanted their 
youngsters to achieve the very 
best level in all they attempt, but 
that would mean hard work and 
commitment by all involved -
teaching staff, pupils and 
parents. 

The evening also saw the 
launch of the new style School 
Prospectus, created by the staff 
on the school and designed by 
Mr David Senior, Head of the Art 
Department. 

Parents who missed the even
ing or would like further infor
mation are invited to contact the 
school where their enquiries will 
be most welcome. 

Tom and Barbara Melvin from 
Deakin Avenue, along with a 
handful of friends approached 
Brownhills Community Associa
tion 3 years ago with the view to 
starting a small social club for 
local residents on a Thursday 
evening at the school. The main 
object being to run weekly ses
sions of prize Bingo. 

From this humble beginning 
Deakin Avenue Social Club now 
attracts (even on a winter even
ing) approximately 35 people 
who enjoy a pleasant 2 hours 
between 7.30-9.30 pm in the 
Lower Dining Room. The whole 

Holland Park 
All Change! 
Static displays have been 

placed in the Brownhills area 
showing possible develop
ments at Holland Park, Brown
hills. Walsall's new Leisure Ser
vices Department are anxious to 
consult local people over the 
future provision at this local 
beauty spot. 

Did you attend the public 
meeting held at Brownhills 
Activities Centre on 9th Feb
ruary to express your views? 

Do you want a crown green 
bowling area on the park? 

Do you want extra car parking 
near the cricket club. 

Do you agree that the famous 
(or infamous) band stand should 
be removed? 

If you missed the meeting it is 
still not too late to have your say. 
Write direct to the Leisure Ser
vices Department at the Civic 
Centre, Walsall or contact Terry 
at Brownhills Community 
Association, Telephone Brown
hills 452119 who will pass on 
your opinions. 

FOLLOW ME FOR ALL YOUR 
1 SPARE PARTS'! 

We Break over 100 Vehicles Weekly 

session costs less than £2 mak
ing it an inexpensive night out, 
plus the chance to meet people 
and make new friends. 

A small Committee of Torn 
and Barbara, Eric and Kath Daw
son would make you most wel
come if you wish to come and 
join them, and if you wish to 
finish the evening off with a 
drink, the Community Lounge 
and bar is open until 11.00 p.m. 

Daytime 
Classes 

At the moment the Commun
ity Association offers a variety of 
daytime classes throughout the 
week. As part of the Adult Edu
cation commitment the follow
ing courses are offered: -

Word Processing 
each Friday 
10.00 a.rn -11.20 a.m 

Accounts 
each Friday 
9.00 a.m. - 10.10 a.m 

Mathematics G.C.S.E. 
each Tuesday 
9.00 a.m. - 10.10 a.m. 
and Friday 
10.10 a.m. - 11.20 a.m. 

English G.C.S.E. 
This is offered both as 
flexistudy and as lessons. 
To enrol for this course or 
any others you should con
tact Mr D. Willenbruch or Mr 
A. Kettleday at the school 
(Telephone Brown hills 
452886). 

The school offers a variety of 
G.C.S.E. courses and advanced 
levels in the Sixth Form adults 
are encouraged to join in the life 
of the school. 

r . . 
Escorts Mk 1, 2 & 3 
Cortinas Mk 3, 4, & 5 
Fiestas Mk 1 
Granada's Mk 2 

Maestro 
Metro 
Cavalier 
FWD 

-USED TYRES~ 
FITTED 
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Brownhills School & Community Centre News Fire at 
Castings 

Work-shadow at 
Hardy Spicer 

5th Form pupils, Andrew Male 
and Gareth Yeomans are really 
looking forward to their work 
experience. The continuing 
Industrial Link between the 
School and Hardy Spicer hopes 
to give the two lads a complete 
insight into life in a large 
engineering company. 

Hardy's have invited Andrew 
and Gareth to spend a week at 
the company work-shadowing 
two managers. John Franklin 
said "This is the f i rst time Hardy 
Spicer have tried work-shadow-

ing and w e hope that the two 
lads will benefit greatly from it. 
They will spend all their time 
w ith myself and Bob Owen, and 
see exactly what goes on in a 
multi-national engineering com
pany. They will experience at 
fi rst hand many facets of the 
company - especially New 
Technology." 

The school is most grateful to 
Hardy Spicer and in particular 
for the help of Paul Trenberth, 
John Franklin and Bob Owen. 

" Henry Heart" - the logo of the 
Health & Fitness Week, the heart 
representing physical fitness, 
and the apple representing heal
thy eating. The logo was 
designed from ideas by Martin 
Service and Paul Cotton of the 
2nd Year. 

R. W. PRINT 
For all your printing requirements 

Letterheads, Business Cards, Invoices etc. 
Full range of Office Stationery. 

Wedding Stationery. 
* Books are available to take home * 

PRINTERS AND STATIONERS 
44 NORTON ROAD, PELSALL 

~ 0922 684863 . 

'KENTERRY BUTCHERS' 
The Name for 
Quality Meat 

Cooked Meats, Pies etc 

58HIGHST. 
BROWNHILLS 

TEL: 376890 

and 
Freezer 
Packs 

Campaign 
for Pelican 
Crossing in 

Lichfield Road 
Brown hills Community 

Association are lead ing a cam
paign for a Pelican Crossing in 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, adja
cent to the High Street. 

The Association wrote to Wal
sall MBC in November 1989 
requesting that consideration be 
given to siting a crossing at this 
busy junction. This request 
revealed that a survey had been 
carried out by the Department of 
Engineering and Town Planning 
in March of last year and it 
showed insufficient pedestrian 
and vehicle use to justify a cros
sing - the survey was conducted 
on a THURSDAY. 

The Association has written 
back to the Department of 
Engineering and Town Planning 
suggesting a new survey be car
r ied out on a market day -TUES
DAY or SATURDAY. 

Art Classes 
Exhibition 

The students of the A rt and 
Craft evening class, held on 
Thursday evenings at Brown
hills Schools 7-9 pm, are hoping 
to hold an exhibition of their 
work on Wednesday 14th March 
in the Community Lounge of 
Brownhills School. 

On display will be a wide vari
ety of work, from ceram ics to oil 
paintings; from birds and 
houses to seascapes. 

The students are really look
ing forward to exhibiting thei r 
work and hope a lot of people 
w i ll come and see all their 
efforts. 

Anyone interested in joining 
the class should contact the 
Community Office on Brown
hills 4521 19. 

A machine operator at Cast
ings foundry in Lichfield Road, 
Brow nh ills, was praised for his 
prompt action in isolating a fire 
which broke out in a sand cast
ing machine causing damage 
est imated at £50,000. Four fire 
crew s tackled to the blaze which 
started w hen the highly 
·nflammable Methyl Formate, 
began to leak . 

. The operator, Mr. Horrocks, 
htt all the isolation buttons, 
when he saw the flames, then 
ran outside to turn off the main 
tank supply. All the workforce 
were evacuated from the factory 
in case the storage tank blew. 

The sand casting machine 
was one of fifty. 

Public 
Meeting 

A public meeting will take 
place at Walsall Town Hall on 
March 21st at 5 p.m., when 
Penny Simington of the Medical 
Research Council wi ll reveal her 
findings, of a survey carried out 
in the Brownhills, A ldridge and 
wider Walsall area, into asthma 
and respiratory problems of 
children in the 7 year age group. 
The survey led by Penny 
Simington was carried out by 
Southampton University. 

Part Time 
Representative 

Required 
Articulate, presentable and outgoing person, 

must be able to work on own initiative 
. Own car requ ired 

Mileage allowance paid · Flexible hours 

Tel: 021-776 7101 
or write to Mrs. P. Jacks 

Baker Bond Printing & Publishing Ltd 
29A Manor Park Road, Castle Bromwich, Birmingham 836 ODJ 
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SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Joint Careers' 
Convention 

THURSDAY, 15th MARCH, 1990 
Venue: The Shire Oak 

Community School 
Lichfield Road, 
Walsall Wood, 
Walsall. 

Time: 6.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

Once again The Shire Oak 
Community School is proud to 
host the Joint Annua l Careers' 
Convention, welcoming to its 
site members of the Brownhills, 
Pelsall and Shelfield Com
munities. 

The convention, organised on 
behalf of the schools which ser
vice the above mentioned areas, 
is an opportunity for all pupils, 
and indeed their parents, to 
meet with representatives of a 
number of professions and 
occupations, and to glean at first 
hand an insight into what such 
entails. 

A visit to the Convention is a 
must for all Year 9 pupils who 
w ill shortly be selecting their 
option choices for the fina l two 
years of compulsory schooling, 
and the convention also has 
much to offer to students in the 
10th and 11th year of schooling, 
together with those curently 
engaged in Vlth form studies. 

As attendance at the Conven
tion is likely to be high, visitors 
are requested to park according 
to directions and wherever pos
sible to travel on foot. 

The Careers' Convention 
Booklet w ill be forwarded to all 
schools represented in the Con
vention well in advance of the 
event. 

We look forward to receiving 
you, our visitors, on Wednes
day, 15th March. Do come along 
and take advantage of this even
ing. 

Shire Oak '350' Club 
In 1982, a group of Shire Oak 

School Parents commenced · a 
'200' club. 200 shares were sold 
to parents who wished to join at 
a cost of 10 pence per share per 
week. The 'club' was quickly 
fu lly subscribed, and a monthly 
draw for two prizes of £25 and 
£10 commenced. A bonus pay
ment of £100 was made twice a 
year, in June and December. 

After a period of 8 years the 
subscription is still rated at 10 
pence per share per week, but 
the club has grown and 
expanded. It now has 350 mem
bers, and the monthly prizes 
have increased in number to 
three - of £30, £1 0 and £5. The 
June and Christmas bonuses 
remain the same. 

The profits from the scheme 
have been added to the other 
funds raised by The Shire Oak 

Community School Association 
and have helped the school to 
purchase much-needed equp
ment, including a minibus, over 
the years. 

The success of the scheme 
has been due to the past and 
present co-ordinators and col
lectors who have worked hard to 
ensure a continual flow offunds. 
The present co-ordinator is Mr. 
Colin Bradbury. Jointly with 
Mrs. Bradbury, he has re
oranised the scheme and 
expanded it. 

The school is most grateful to 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradbury and their 
predecessors, and looks for
ward to a continuing steady 
income from the scheme. 

Any parent, grandparent or 
friend who wishes to join should 
contact the South Building 
Office. 

11Bargain Bonanza" 
Calling all members of our 

community who appreciate a 
good bargain. This is the date for 
your diary. Wednesday 28th 
March, 1990. Venue : Main Hall, 
The Shire Oak Community 
School, Time: 7.30 p.m. Tickets: 
50p. 

Connaught Fashion Show 
At this fash ion show there will 

be genuine bargains - no sec
onds. All merchandise for sale is 
Chain Store and Ex-Catalogue 
Stock, e.g. Richards Shops, 
Etams, Dorothy Perkins. The 
goods for sale covers the full 
range of Ladies Wear with 
ridiculous prices e.g. A dress sel
ling intheshopsat£36.00can be 

bought for £12.99, and the most 
expensive item currently retail
ing at £69 can be bought at the 
show for as little as £14.99. 

Ladies - if you want to choose 
a real bargain, in the comfort of 
a chair, then The Shire Oak Com
munity School is the place to be 
on Wednesday, 28th March, 
1990. 

The Company accept 
Cheques, Access and Visa Cards 
as payment for your purchases. 

Demand for tickets is likely to 
be heavy and the seating is 
limited. 

Tickets are obtainable from 
The Main Office in South Build
ing. 

QUIZ NIGHT 
If you are a fervent follower of 

Quiz' programmes whether that 
be on the television or within a 
more convivial social setting, 
then Wednesday the 28th Feb
ruary, at 7.45 p.m. in the Shire 
Oak Community School's Com
munity Lounge is definitely the 
place to be. 

A General Knowledge Quiz 
will be held on this evening and 
we extend to you an invitation to 
enter a team. 

Teams will consist of 4 mem
bers and the price of entry will 
be £4.00. There will of course be 
prizes to be picked up, and the 
bar will be open. Why not com
plete the entry form below and 
forward it to school, for the 
attention of Mr. W. Marchant. An 
early receipt of your entry form 
and fee is advisable. Get your 
team together and come and 
spend an enjoyable and infor
mative night out! 

r----------------~ 
I THE SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL I 
I QUIZ NIGHT I 
I I I Team Name ...................................................................................... I 
I Team Members 1 ...................................................................... I 
I 2 ................................................... ... .............. .. I 
I 3 . ........................ ... ............ .......................... .... ~ 
I 4 . .. ................................................................ ... I 
I Fee of £4.00 enclosed Please tick I 
I Please return to The Shire Oak Community School, Lichfield I 
I Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall, West M idlands WS1 1 DQ. Marked I 

for the attention of Mr. W . Marchant. A.S.A.P. Thank you. _J L----------------OUCHI NO NEED TO WORRY 

~~1~1{; AU!Q~t!~FT 
-==-A~ -·~; ::-- For all accident repairs why not call 
; ~\~9' in the exp~rts - we'll hav~ the job done 

1n next to no time 
Autocraft, Accident Repair Specialists 

INSURANCE QUOTE WELCOME 115 & 117 WALSALL ROAD, WALSALL WOOD. TEL: 375992 
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CLUB NEWS . 

Brownhills Central 
Townswomens Guild 
· The History of British Canals 

and Waterways was the subject 
of a talk and slide show, given by 
Mr Selwyn Jordan, at the 
January meeting of Brownhills 
Central Townswomens Guild. 

Mr. Jordan explained that the 
canal system first evolved in the 
late 1760's, at a time of industrial 
expansion when there was an 
increasing demand for 
improved forms of transport. 
Canals were, in fact, the motor
ways of the t ime and although 
they are now mainly used by 
pleasure boats, they were first 
constructed as a means of trans
porting heavy cargoes, such as 
coal and iron ore to the furnaces 
and factories of the Midlands. 
The principal architect of the 
canal network was James 
Brindley who, despite being illit
erate, was a brilliant engineer 
and a genius of the day. 

Prior to 1760 the only means 
of transport was by horse and 
cart or pack horse which made 
commercial transport slow and 
expensive. Josiah Wedgewood 
was among those entrepreneurs 
who were quick to see the 
advantages of the new system 
for the transport of china and 
porcelain goods, which were 
being mass produced for the 
first time and were in great 
demand both for the home and 
export markets. 

The canals were in use com
mercially until the 1920's and 
the war years saw a brief revival 
of this form of transport, but 
sadly it has now fallen into 
decline, cilthough a great deal of 
work, mostly on a voluntary 
basis, continues to be done to 
maintain existing waterways. 

The vote of thanks was given 
by Chairman, Mrs. Floss Dickin
son. 

The next Guild Meeting will be 
held on Monday 12th February, 
at The Lichfield Suite Brownhills 
Memorial Hall. New Members 
are especially welcome. 

Guild Members are organis
ing a Flea Market to take place at 

The Memorial Hall on Saturday 
afternoon, 3rd March. Anyone 
interested in booking a stall 
please contact the organiser, 
Tel: Brownhills 376743. Also a 
Barn Dance will be held on the 
evening of Saturday 3rd March, 
commencing at 7.30 p.m. Tic
kets cost £3, including refresh
ments and are available from 
the Ticket Officer, Tel. Brown
hills 370175. Why not come 
along and join in the fun? 

Stella M. Hodgkiss. 

Brownhills Horticultural 
Society 

Interested in Gardening? Or 
want a few tips to help bring 
your plot up to the standard of 
the pictures in the glossy 
magazines? Then why not join 
your local Horticultural Society. 

A campaign is planned to 
make 1990 a "Gardening for 
Beginner.s" year. So why not 
'have a go' and do your bit 
towards improving the environ
ment in which we all live. 

Brownhills & District Horticul
tural Society hold their meetings 
in the upper room of Middleton 
House Club in Lichfield Road, 
Brownhills, at 8 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of each month (except 
July & August}. The 1990 pro
gramme begins with the Annual 
General Meeting on Tuesday, 
6th February, to which all are 
welcome. Succeeding meetings 
will include talks on Vegetable 
growing, Begonia's, Carnations 
and Hanging Baskets. Come 
along with your problems and if 
we can't give an answer we 
always "Know a man who can· 

Another activity of the Society 
is to stage several Flower 
Shows, one in September with a 
w ide range of classes for flow
ers, vegetables, Floral Art, Hand
icrafts and Domestic produce, a 
Chrysanthemum Show in 
November and this year a 
Spring Daffodil Show on the Sth 
April, to which all are welcome. 

So why not come along to our 
meetings and enjoy the friendly 

We can supply 

A Selection of 
Sweets and 
Chocolates to 
suit everyones 
taste 

all your smoking needs 
Cigarettes, Pipes, Lighters 

Tobacco's, including a 
range of loose tobacco. 

Call in to see us now you may 
be surprised at our range. 

19-21 HIGH STREET BROWNHILLS 
TEL: (0543) 370250 

atmosphere and chat w ith fel
low gardeners about our favour
ite hobby. 

If you need further informa
tion ring Lew Stone, Brownhills 
373980 or Stan Bloore Brown
hills 375744. 

Brown hills 
Players 

Brownhills Players are cur
rently reading fortheir June pro
duction. 

The group meets in the Lec
ture Theatre every Tuesday 
evening and new members 
would be very welcome. 

You do not need any particu
lar talent to join a drama group, 
just a willingness to ·make a 
commitment and a desire to 
enjoy yourself. 

The players need people·of all 
ages who would like to try acting 
or who would like to help with 
any back-stage job such as 
props, wardrobe, lighting, set 
building and decoration or 
sound effects. 

In June the group will be pre
senting a comedy and are cur
rently looking for just the right 
play to present to their audi
ences for a three-night run. 

Many of the members of 
Brownhills Players have been 
with the group for some years, 
some are more recent members, 
but all have the same common 
aim - to present the best possi
ble productions for the enjoy
ment of thei r audiences. 

If you would like to find out 
more about the group without 
making any commitment, 
please call in to the school on 

any Tuesday evening after 8 pm 
and we will be pleased to tell you 
more about the workings of an 
amateur drama group. 

We look forward to meeting 
you. 

Brownhills WRVS 
Darby & Joan Club 
Members of Brownhills WRVS 

Darby & Joan Club recently 
enjoyed an unusual slide show 
on the subject of Hearst Castle, 
which is situated in the Califor
nian mountains south of San 
Francisco. This splendid castle 
was first built in the late 1800's 
by Will iam Hearst, the founder 
of the family fortunes, who 
made his money originally from 
the mining of gold and silver. 

The castle was intended to 
house the family's vast collec
tion of antiques, although both 
have been added to over the 
years up until the present day. 

One of the main attractions is 
the indoor swimming pool, an 
exact replica of a Roman swim
ming bath of 2000 years ago. 
The finest Italian marble was 
used in its construction at a cost 
of $1,000,000 - including the 
solid gold fittings! 

The castle still belongs to the 
Hearst family and the art col lec
t ion is one of the largest priv
vately owned collections in the 
world. 
· The slides were loaned for the 

occasion by Mrs Dylys Cooper, 
w ho said they were a gift 
received from an American 
cousin who resides near San 
Francisco. 

Stella. M. Hodgkiss. 

Charity Night 
raises £550 

The concert room at the New 
Wimblebury Sports and Social 
Club was packed to capacity on 
Monday 29th January for the 
Charity Night in aid of St. James 
Home for the Elderly in Brown
hills. 

The line up of acts was 
changed slightly due to ill 
health, but other acts willingly 
stepped in to fill the gaps. First 
on stage was 'Tigris Sound' 
(Comedy Duo) who cracked a 
few jokes and sang some songs 
to get the evening rolling along. 
Female vocalist 'Vicky 
Stephens' and and male vocal ist 
Wallygater had spots in the first 
half and then in the second half 
teamed up as Singing Duo 
'Paradise'. 

'Billy Jay' the Midlands top 
comedian followed Paradise 
and had the audience splitting 
their sides with laughter as 
usual at all of his gags, proving 
he is still the best. 'Dean Austin' 

(Country singer} followed Billy 
and had the audience enthralled 
by his guitar playing. I've heard 
of people talking to their instru
ments but this guy can make his 
guitar talk back and the audience 
thoroughly enjoyed his act. 

Mrs. Barbara Hopkins (Senior 
Care Assistant} of St. James 
Home was presented with a 
cheque for £550 by Dave Poxon, 
which had been raised through
out the night with entrance fees 
and raffles and donations. 

The Charity Night was 
organised by Dave Poxon to 
thank St. James Home for all the 
kind care and attention shown to 
his late father during his stay 
there. 

All in all a good night was had 
by everyone, young and old 
alike and Daves heartfelt thanks 
goes out to all who attended and 
especially to the acts who gave 
their services free of charge. 
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The 1Wild-Side' of Brownhills 
To most people, Brownhills is 

a place that they dash through 
on their way to Shropshire and 
Mid Wales or perhaps some
where to visit when in search of 
a bargain on Market Days. To an 
increasing number of naturalists 
however, it is a significant area 
of wi Id I ife interest for a variety of 
reasons; or as one Botanist put 
it, "The Final Frontier' in the 
West Midlands County. 

The habitats range from the 
largest body of water in the West 
Midlands County, to a signific
ant proportion of the remaining 
sphagnum bog and heathland. 
In the recent past, exploitation of 
the mineral wealth of the area 
and the subsequent spoil 
deposits that developed, led to 
the creation of Environments 
favourable to many species of 
grass, sedge and wild flower 
that are scarce or absent from 
the rest of the district. Unfortu
nately many of these areas are 
now under threat from Leisure 
Developments, a proposed 
motorway link-road and a resur
gance of interest in previously 
abandoned coal deposits. 

The 'Jewel-in-the-Crown' of 
Brownhills has to be Chasewa
ter. This Reservoir and the adja
cent 'Jefferies Swag' are well 
known for an abundance of Bird 
life with around two hundred 
and f ifteen species having been 
recorded to date; it is also home 
to more than twenty species of 
Butterfly, many species of Dra
gon Fly and hundreds of diffe
rent Wild Plants (notable exam
ples being; Marsh Violet, 
Shoreweed, Marsh Arrow
Grass, round leaved Sundew 
and the nationally rare 

Adderstongue Fern). admit
tedly, most · of the Butterfly 
species recorded at Chasewater 
are common varieties, but they 
are represented in good num
bers, with several small colonies 
of Green - Hairstreak being of 
particular interest. 

A real speciality of Brownhills 
is it's orchids; six thousand 
bloom at Chasewater and sev
eral thousand more can be 
found in an abandoned quarry 
and on the large expanse of 
heathland that forms Brown hills 
common. 

The common itself is badly in 
need of a management scheme, 
before the ubiquitous Silver 
Birch turns it in to scrub-wood
land or fly-tippers convert it into 
a permanent rubbish dump. 
Some areas remain reasonably 
unspoilt, particularly the areas 
alongside the abandoned Nor
ton Branch Railway line that was 
adopted as a local nature trail in 
the mid-eighties. Unfortunately 
a lack of financial and physica l 
support has meant that this area 
is also showing signs of neglect, 
though almost two hundred 
species of wild Flowers and 
many species of Birds, Moths 
and Butterflies can still be found. 

Clayhanger marsh was one 
battle that the Conservationists 
did win apart from an interesting 
selection of Bird life, this area 
contains many plant species 
that are otherwise absent from 
the Central Midlands: Great Bur
net , Meadow Thistle and amaz
ingly, the Maritime 'Sea 
Clubush' all thrive in the shadow 
of long abandoned spoil-heaps, 
much to the chagrin of 'British 
Coal' who would have preferred 

Out of the Wood 
Walsall Wood F. C. mani>ger 

Dave Seddon warned of incon
sistency w ith a squad of young 
players, when he took the job, 
and his fears have been con
firmed over the last month. 

A terrific display against 
Stapenhill, was followed by an 
inept performance at home to 
Northfield and t hen again look
ing a hard working capable unit 
when beating a strong 
Eccleshall side in the Walsall 
Senior Cup. An equaliser 30 sec
onds from full time by the Staffs 
League side who hadn't lost a 
League game all season, would 
have disheartened many a team, 
but Wood threw everything of 
their opponents, and w ere justly 
rewarded with the winner from 
Elton 7 minutes from the end of 
extra t ime. 

An aw ay League match to 
West Midlands Police was the 
next encounter, and it was like 
watching a different side, as 
they stood and watched Police 
dominate from start to finish, in 

the end being lucky only to lose 
5 - 1. 

Seddon now faces a worrying 
few weeks, as his team are slid
ing perilously close to the rele
gation zone and he desperately 
needs a morale boosting win. 

To be fair, agairyst the Police, 
Wood were without their full 
backs, both out injured, and 
could have done with experi
enced Clive Perrins, and the fast 
overlapping attacking play of 
Steve Harris, who is one of t he 
Wood players who seems to be 
improving with every game. 

The youth team however, are 
enjoying a much better season 
and attracting scouts from a lot 
of big clubs. 

The last few weeks has seen 
players leaving for Bilston, Hed
nesford and Bromsgrove, but 
the youngsters still took this in 
their stride, and handed out a 5-0 
hammering to Atherstone, and 
after recently beating a strong 
Cheltenham side 1-0 are still 
going strong in the League Cup. 

to destroy the site in order to 
exploit the reserves of coal that 
are believed to lie beneath it. 

The diversity of habitats in the 
area is the key to the rich variety 
of wildlife present in Brownhills, 
much of which goes unseen by 
the majority of residents. Each 
year, new species offlowers and 
birds are discovered here, usu
ally by people who travel to 
Brownhills from outside the 
area. Now, as the pressures to 
exploit the Environment of 
Brownhills increase, the time is 
ripe for the people of Brown hills 
to take stock of all that is around 
them and make their voices 
heard in defence of it. The pro-

FOR SALE 
RUSSELL HOBBS Coffee Maker, col
our beige, unwanted gift, £9.99. Tel: 
Burntwood 2597 
VOLKSWAGEN Scirroco Mark I 
Wheel, £5.00. Fisher Price Roller 
Skates, £4.00. Tel: Shenstone 
480913. 

tection of Clayhanger Marsh 
was one victory for common 
sense, hopefully public opinion 
will make the protection of Jef
freys Swag another. Peoples 
power can work, if the people 
concerned know what they have 
got and care enough about it. 

Chas Mason 

TOOLS 
AU TYPES WANTED FOR CASH 

* Engineers, Carpenters, 
0.1.Y & Garden Tools 

*Hand-Tools, Power 
Tools. TradeJools 

* Bench Tools & 
Associated Equipment 

* All Conditions. Antique/Modern 
* Garden Sheds, Work-

shops & Garages cleared 
*All quantities. Single 

items/Bulk purchases 
*Any other interesting Equipment etc 

Ring 
021.-779-5386 

EMBLEM SECURITY SYSTEMS 

Alarms - Locks - Safes etc: 

Alarm Systems fully installed with quality 
materials at a reasonable price. 

All work is guaranteed and carried out to 
British Standards 4737 

Free Quotations without obligation. 

Telepho".le:_ Pelsall 685776 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Free Motorway tuition upon passing test with 
Richard T. 

Competitive Rates, Dual Controls, Door-to-Door, 
New Escorts, Choice of Instructors 

Telephone: Brownhills 376301 

FOR ALL YOUR 
FREEZER 

REQUIREMENTS 
(at competitive prices) 

with friendly service 
- call in to see 
Ray Williams 

Family Butcher 
28 Silver Court, Brown hills Telephone: Brownhills 360910 



: 1Claridges. Radio and T.V. 
88, HIGH STREET, 
BROWN HILLS 

Tel: Brownhills 373207 43, HIGH STREET, 
WALSALL WOO.D 
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