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Shopkeepers angry at 
neglect of Silver Court 

20 years ago the shops in,-...----·'--'., 
Silver Court precinct were neat 
and tidy with good parking 
facilities, (as the aerial picture 
supplied by Mrs Boucher of 
Shelfield shows), but its a far dif
ferent story today. 

The main cause for complaint, 
from shopkeepers and 
motorists is the slip road and 
parking spaces at the front of the 
shops. Pot holes and loose con
crete are everywhere, and the 
one end of the road is like a giant 
switchback with motorists, who 
are unaware of it, bouncing off 
their seats and having exhausts 
ripped off. One shopkeeper Mr 
John Fletcher of the Crock and 
Tackle shop is one of the victims 
of this disgusting neglect, hav
ing to replace his exhaust at a 
cost of £80. 

" It's been like that for at least 
10 years" says Mr Fletcher "but 
all we hear are excuses, first it 
doesn't belong to the council, 
then it does. No money etc. all to 
no avail." One shopkeeper 
spoke of the problem being 
caused by the road being built 
over the cellar of a row of old 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

Be 
'til 
e We charge no fees 
e SeK employed, up to £15,000 
without accounts 
e Sickness, accident and 
redundancy cover available 

Silver Court precinct 20 years ago 

e Free life cover in most 
cases 
• Some mortgage or credit 
p•oblems considered 
e Loans secured on property 
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cottages that prev iously 
occupied the site. 

Optician Mr Seaman has also 
phoned the council to get sorne
t hing done, after seerng custom
ers bouncing about in their car 
over these horrific dips. 

Mr Ray Williams who owns 
the Butchers shop is another 
who has seen exhausts dam
aged, but goes on to complain 
not only about the slip road but 
the state of the gardens left unat· 
tended. 

"Another shopkeeper and 
myself have cut weeds and trim 
med hedges that were allowed 

Editors Corner 

FEEDBACK 
The feedback I got from 

Novembers issue seems to indi
cate that most of you found it 
quite interesting reading, and I 
hope you'll find this months 
even better. 

Many of you were stirred into 
action by my plea for old photo's 
of Brownhills, according to the 
number of calls I had, and we 
shall certainly be printing them 
over the coming months. 

been a bit disappointing, but 
perhaps I may have inadver
tantly caused that myself, by not 
making it clear where to send 
reports to. 

The address is Brownhills 
Gazette. P.O.Box 1, 183 High 
Street, Brownhills. 

On behalf of all at the Gazette, 
Gary and myself, I would like to 
take this opportunity of wishing 
you a Merry Christmas and a 

However the response from Happy and Healthy New Year. 
sports and club secretaries has Brian Stringer. 

•PRAMS 
* PUSHCHAIRS 
•ROCKERS 
•WALKERS 

MAMA'S AND PAPA'S 
BABY RELAX 

SO BRIN CA 
SPORTBABY 

CINDICO 

to reach the top of a lamp post . n 

A fact endorsed by the manager 
of Video World, Mr Brian Collis 
w ho is also disgusted by the 
amount of litter left around the 
shops for weeks on end. He 
rightly states that although this 
is a market town and the market 
is cleaned up, the rubbish blows 
everywhere else and is left. 

Another shopowner has 
wrote to M.P. Dick Shepherd 
about the problem and has 
received replies from him, the 
last one twelve months ago to 
the effect that. when m oney was 
available w ork would com· 
mence. Meanwhile we all wait. 

I'd also be interested to know 
how many people visit Brown
h ills High Street on an average 
week. 

I wonder how many stumble 
and fall on the atrocious foot
path on the Post Ofice side. 
From the new island at the 
Bridge to the corner of New 
Road opposite Silver Court I've 
never seen such a pitted, patch-

work, patholed pathway in a 
modem High St reet in my life. 
Ou r photographs cannot begin 
to do it justice. It's never been 
properly done for years and has 
been dug up and relaid so many 
times its hard to know which is 
supposed to be the new bit. Mrs 
B. Hawtin of Deakin Avenue 
rang to tell me, she had to hold a 
friend of hers up all the way 
down the path, as she was 
stumbling all over the place, and 
she says ''I'm amazed that 
nobody has sued this counci l 
yet, fo r the injuries which I'm 
sure occur quite regularly. " 

One of the highest rated 
towns in the country, surely 
deserves a better standard than 
this, but w e shall get nowhere if 
we sit and take it. Complain to 
your council , insist that your 
local counci llor does battle for 
you, or if you like, write to the 
Gazette and we'll help all we can 
because were all totally agreed 
I'm sure that were all sick of the 
neglect in Brownhills . 

...... _"""""''·'~ 
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Senior 

Citizens 

Christmas 

Party 

CARPETS & CURTAINS 
Largest Selection of Carpets 

and Curtains in the area 

FREE Fitting and 
FREE Estimates 

on all types of carpets 

FREE tie-backs with all 
curtains 

FREE wire and hooks with 
nets (10 yds +) 

(Brownhills only) 
Large Selection of Oriental and 

Plain Rugs 
*MANY MORE SPECIAL OFFERS* 

Credit Facilities Available 

The Pelsall Road Community 
Group put on a party for about 
120 senior citizens at Brown hills 
Central Activities Centre on Fri
day 1 st December. 

The Group who were formed 
initially as a neighbourhood 
watch, soon became involved in 
other issues and needed to raise 
money. Soon they found that 
they had money left over and 
decided to put it to good use by 
giving a Xmas Party. 

Apart from food and drink an 
organist was provided for enter
tainment and soon a good old 
knees-up was in full swing, and 
with a good old natter to follow, 
a good time was had by all. 

For the. lady who loves beautifel clothes 
Daywear, Cocktail or that Special Occasion 

Individual attention and advice given. 

Best selection of Fashion Jewellery 
in the area 

Excellent Christmas gifts 
American handbags by 

Marion Van Pearl 
Underwear in Victorian style 
Cotton and Polyester Satin 

Tights and Stockings by Berkshire 
and Le Bourget 

7 Denier to Winter Wool 
French Bras up to 'E' Cup size 

Underwear by Triumph, Van Dell, 
Cobannau and Chantelle 

Leisure wear by South Lodge, 
Bader, Fabrizio and Simon 

Fashions by Hardob, Mamut, 
Somrnermann, Janina Schreck 

and others 

Aris Isotoner Gloves 
(Free shopper with each pair 

purchased) 

Scarves, Stoles and Gloves by 
Cornelia James 

Hats and Hair accessories 
'Isle of Bute' Diamante Jewellery 

Sweaters in Mohair 

'New Siren 
"The Worlds most 

Glamorous Rainwear" 
expected soon' 
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Th~!.~~.!. to re-o_pen Railway 
BROWNHILLS RAILWAY LINE 
began in earnest after a meeting 
on 25th March 1988 at Brown
hills Community Centre, 
organised by the Pelsall Road 
Community Group. Following 
that meeting the Rail Supporters 
Consortium (R.S.C.) was 
formed, comprising of eight dif
ferent groups including the Rail
way Development Soc., Chase
water Light Railway, Pelsall 
Civic Soc., Walsall Rail Suppor
ters Group and Lichfield Rail 
Promotions Group. 

The first thing to be tackled 
was securing the track-bed 
intact for future use, as it 
appeared that British Rail (B.R.) 
intended to sell it off piecemeal 
rendering it useless as a trans
port corridor. 

After some frantic lobbying, 
Walsall M.B.C. agreed to purch
ase the entire route from B.R. in 
July 1988 and to maintain its 
integrity. With strong support 
from Councillor Dick Worral the 
new traffic island on Brownhills 
Bridge was f:Onstructed to keep 
the rail line open at an extra cost 
of over £300,000. 

The R.S.C. believes that the 
line would be a valuable part of 
the rail network and that it would 
be economically viable to intro
duce passenger trains. 

The Old Station 

to start out at 7 .30 am to be there 
by 9.00 am. By train she does it 
in 45 minutes. 

More encouraging news, is 
that Bescot is going to be the 
main Marshalling and Distribu
tion yard in the Midlands on the 
completion of the Channel Tun
nel, and by B.R.'s own admis
sion, the line through Brown
hi lls, is the most direct route to 
the north, so the prospect of the 
line opening for freight is a 
strong point. 

I asked Mr. Tom Taylor the co
ordinator of the R.S.C. how 
much track needed to be laid to 
rejoin the existing one. 

Mr. Doug Birch of Pelsall 
Road, a member of the R.S.C. 
believes the benefits to Brown
hills would be tremendous. 
"Since the line closed to passen
gers in 1965, during the Beech
ing blitz, rail traffic was undoub
tedly on the wane but just look at 
the housing development in the 
area in the last 20 years, and 
then the impossible traffic con
gestion on our roads. What 
could be simpler than hopping 
on a train on a Saturday morn
ing at Brownhills and being in 
Birmingham in 40 minutes with 
no parking problems and v ice 
versa, the large influx of shop
pers to our market from all over 
the Midlands," says Doug. 

The spot where the Station was, showing the track bed 
as it is now 

"Its about a 5 mile stretch 
from Anglesey sidings (New
town Bridge) through Brown
hills and Pelsall to the Harding 
crossings in Rushall and a local 
Company Director Mr. Les 

A Selection of 
Sweets and 
Chocolates to 
suit everyones 
taste 

The amazing success of the Another member Mr. Maurice 
Hednesford line also gives Newman spoke of a Cannock 
cause for encouragement to t he woman who used to travel to 
R.S.C. Walsall by car every day having 

For all your 
Christmas Conf ectionary 
or Tobacco and Smokers 
Requirements including 
Pipes and Loose Tobacco 
Why not call in to see us 

Continued opposite 

For All Your 
Christmas 

requirements and friendly 
service call in to see 

us at Ray Williams 

19-21 HIGH STREET BROWNHILLS 
TEL: (0543)370250 

Family Butcher 
28 Silver Court, Brown hills Telephone: Brownhills 360910 



FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

Emery has made an offer, which 
I understand still holds good, to 
build a station at Brownhills out 
of his own pocket. Perhaps other 
local businessmen could get 
together and organise the same 
for Pelsall or Hammerwich sta
tions.~ 

The top diagram shows the 
missing stretch through the 
town while the bottom one 
shows the expanse of network 
that would open up to us, if we 
joined the missing link, includ
ing the access to a link up with 
inter-city. 

"We would like people who 
are interested in using the rail
way, if we can get success, to 
come forward with support let
ters for the R.S.C. to add 
strength to the battle," states 
Mr. Birch, who gives his address 
as 38, Pelsall Road, Brownhills, 
"and in the mean time we shall 
be doing our own survey in the 
area." 

The R.S.C. also intends to hold 
a publ ic meeting at the Central 
Schools in January where slides 
and information will be made 
available. 

Recently letters to the press 
have been complaining about 
the poor service of British Rail 
especially the punctuality, but 
this should not deter campaig
ners for rail travel, because 
surely, sooner or later, this gov
ernment must realise that with 
the impossible congestion on 
our roads the railways must be 
put right. While Gt. Britain 
spends £1 7 per head of popula
t ion on railways, France spends 
£35 whi le Italy a staggering £80. 
Other European countries take 
great pride in their systems 
ploughing millions of pounds 
into their networks to ensure a 
fast, punctual, clean and safe 
service. 

It is time w e did the same and 
instead of putting prices up and 
driving more commuters away, 
(thats easy, I could do that) let 
B.R.'s management earn their 
fat salaries, by putting on their 
thinking caps and getting their 
act together to attract more 
people. Lets get it right for the 
1990s. It is vital to our road sys
tem, as surely the age of the 
train must come of age. 

Colour TV's 
from £15 - £249 
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To E,HAM 

c K ELECTRONICS ESTA~~i~~~ 
YEARS 

FREE ESTIMATES for repair if brought into shop 
FREE MEMBERSHIP VHS Video Film Hire 

HIRE 3 TAPES FOR 
TWO NIGHTS ONLY £2 

LARGE SELECTION 
Buy from a Company you can trust 

VHS Videos 
From £59 -£225 

C K ELECTRONICS 
22-24 HIGH STREET TELEPHONE 

BROWNHILLS 376689 
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GAZETTEPOSTBAG 4A_ ~ 
Christmas Gift Tips 

Don't give pets for Christmas. pared for this, it wasn't planned, 
read up on, reaffy wanted. ft was 
just a novelty. 

This fluffy kitten or wriggling 
puppy is a demanding fife-long 
commitment not something to 
be casuaffy tossed aside. Alf it 
has to give is love and many 
people are undeserving of that 
love. 

The R.S.P.C.A. kill around 
1000 dogs a week, this number 

Do you love your children? 
Are you buying them a bike for 

Christmas? 
Then please see that you buy 

them both a front and rear light 
because they are in great peril 
without them, and don't be 
fooled by the misguided notion 
that its O.K. as long as you have 
got a rear fight. 

Its not. I speak as both a cyclist 
and a motorist and the times I 

have had near misses on cyclists 
while driving, has been when 
they have been turning right 
across my path, with oncoming 
traffic dazzling me. Please spend 
a few minutes explaining to 
them the importance of lights 
and make sure u sinks in. You 
could save them from a nasty 
accident or worse. 
P.Male 
Ogley Road 

How often do you read this? and 
yet every year it is ignored by 
some people. A combination of 
unscrupulous breeders and 
uncaring thoughtless people 
who do not have their pets 
spayed and neutered, means 
that every year there is an abun
dance of puppies and kittens. Do 
these people have any idea of 
the misery and distress they are 
causing? 

The novelty may fast a week. A 
week, or two, at the most, of 
love, warmth, care and compas
sion. Then puddles on carpets, 
claw marks on furniture and its 
out. You see no one has pre-

increases dramaticaffy after the .--------------------------
Christmas period. Can you five 
with yourself if you are responsi
ble for adding to this misery and 
cruelty? 

Mrs S. Morris. 

'KENTERRY BUTCHERS' 
The Name for 
Quality Meat 

Cooked Meats, Pies etc 

58HIGHST. 
BROWNHILLS 

TEL: 376890 

and 
Freezer 
Packs 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

BROWN HILLS 
MOTOR 

SALVAGE 
With Derek Norgrove spend

ing nearly all his life tinkering 
with cars it followed that his 
sons would do likewise. Paul his 
eldest was into hot-rodding for a 
while and soon realised that 
there was another way of earn
ing money, and providing a ser
vice from scrap vehicles. 

So 2 years ago on a derelict 
piece of land once used by PER
FACHROME Paul, 30, and his 
brother Graham 28, set up busi
ness dealing in motor salvage. A 
caravan was purchased, and 
refurbished and now serves as 
an office. 

Leaving home to ta lk to Paul I 
thought about putting wel
lingtons on knowing the usual 
mud heap of salvage yards, but I 

was immediately impressed by 
the clean and tidy premises that 
at the moment holds about 125 
veh icles of all makes. 

All parts are taken off on 
request at no extra charge and in 
a separate building the best of 
the tyres are displayed and the 
brothers also provide a tyre fit
ting service. 

Cars are moved about and 
stacked neatly w ith their mobile 
crane or brought in with their 
own recovery vehicle, and busi
ness is so good that they are 
looking to expand, preferably on 
the same site. 

With its own car park on the 
GATEHOUSE INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE it gives a whole new 
concept to salvage yards. 

FOLLOW ME FOR ALL YOUR 
1 SPARE PARTS'! 

We Break over 100 Vehicles Weekly 

Maestro 
Metro 
Cavalier 
FWD 

CARS ALWAYS 
WANTED FOR 
CASH 

1 TOP PRICES PAID 

r . , 

-USED TYRES;...-
FITTED 

'WHILE-U-WAIT' 



Church News 

The artists impression shown 
is of St. James Church when its 
new extension is completed. I 
am informed by the Rev. 
Thomas that the plans have now 
been passed. As you can see the 
extension will be on the front of 
the church and should eliminate 
the congestion that occurs when 
leaving after services. The 
Narthex area will house cloak
rooms, toilets, books and a tea 
bar. 

The Rev. Thomas stated that a 
tree at the front of the church 
may have to be removed, but a 
new one will be planted to 
replace it, and also the front path 
will have to be re-routed to the 
left of the new building. 

Other news from the Church 
Magazine: 

20th Dec - Carol Singing at 
Tesco's 6.30 pm. 
21 st Dec - 7 pm Kings Club Carol 
Service and Area Carol Singing. 
22nd Dec - Area Carol Singing. 
23rd Dec - United Open Air 
Carols 10 am - 12 noon. 
Ravenscourt. 
24th Dec-12 noon Frugal Lunch. 
2.30 pm St. James Home. 11 pm 
First Christmas Communion. 
25th Dec - 8 am Holy Commun
ion. 10 am Family Holy Com
munion (Children bring your 
presents to show us). 
31st Dec - 8 am Holy Commun
ion. 6.30 pm Hea!ing Service. 
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BROWNHILLS CLEANING. 
CENTRE 

Curtains Cleaned . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85p per lb 
Sheepskins & Suedes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8 . 95 

Mens Suits .... . .... ...... . .... . . ..... £3.70 

Trousers .. .. .. .. ...... . .. .... .. . .. .... £1.90 

Skirts .. .... . .... .. . .... ... . .. .. . . .. .... £1 .90 

D uvets from .. .. . .. .. .... .. ... ... .... £4.50 

Service washes available 

'CARPET CLEANERS 
FOR HIRE' 

RA YENS COURT (PRECINCT) 
HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS 

TEL: 374979 

~ BARGAIN ~ 
BEDDING BONANZA 

We guarantee you can't 
buy cheaper in the Walsall area 

*See also superb 
range of Dining Suites, 

Wall Units, Suites, etc * 
12 MONTHS GUARANTEE 

3ft Lincoln Divan 
{starter bed) ...... .............. £49.99 
3ft Richmond Divan ........ .... £60 
4ft 6in Richmond Divan ...... £89 
4ft 6in Richmond, 
four drawer ...... ............. ..... £135 

--• . 
ORTHOPAEDIC 
3ft Ortho Divan ......... ..... ...... £95 
4ft 6in Ortho Divan (five 
• ·-- - - · ............. + ...... \ .C-1 ?0 
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Brownhills School and 
Community Centre News 
Gold Medallist at 

.Brownhills School for 
Awards Day 

Olympic hockey goalkeeper, 
Ian Taylor, who helped the 
British team scoop the gold 
medal at Seoul, was the guest 
speaker at Brownhills Commun
ity School's 5th Annual Awards 
Day, held on Monday 20th 
November. 

The day was organised into 
two ceremonies with pupils for 
Year 1 to 3 having theirs in the 
afternoon and senior pupils and 
adults from the community hav
ing a similar ceremony in the 
evening. 

Headteacher, Allan Jarrett, 
reported to both occasions the 
work of the School and Com
munity Association during the 
previous 12 months. He stressed 
the School's position in the com
munity and thanked the Home 
and School Association, the 
Community Association and the 
School Governors for the con
tinued support. 

Examination results showed 
an improvement again this year 
with some outstanding results 
being achieved by individual 
students - one pupil achieved 9 
GCSE subjects at the higher 
grades including 5 at Grade A. 
916 GCSE grades were obtained 
by pupils at the school - an aver
age of 6 subjects per pupil. Out 
of a 5th year group of 152 only 2 
were ·not placed in either 

employment, training or further 
education. From the 6th Form all 
pupils entered University, 
Polytechnical Colleges, Colleges 
of Education or employment. 

A special feature of Awards 
Day at Brownhills Community 
School is the emphasis placed 
on acknowledging the contribu
tion made to the life of the area 
by those people other than stu
dents. Community Awards of 
Merit were presented to Jim 
Rowley, Roy Cordle, Eileen 
Hunt, Lorna Powell, Rita May 
and John Bird. Each, in their 
own way, had contributed much 
to the life of Brownhills. 

A special award was made to 
Walsall Borough Juniors FC for 
their work in supporting many 
charitable events over the years. 
Having grown from 3 teams to 
10 teams since they moved their 
base to Brownhills Community 
School, the Committee and 
young players are always wil
ling to help and support events 
organised for those less fortu
nate than themselves. 

Ian spoke warmly of his wel
come by the pupils and people 
of the area. He presented 
awards to pupils and adults and 
told them to have a goal in life, 
whether it is sporting, academic 
or artistic. 

Reunion at the 
Hussey Arms 

Members of the Class of '76 
met recently at the Hussey Arms 
to talk over old times and renew 
lost friendships. 

Organised by Linda Waldron, 
teachers and ex-pupils talked 
long into the night .about events 
half forgotten and members of 
staff now retired or moved on to 
new posts. 

Linda would like to organise 

more reunions for former pupils 
of Brownhills School and she 
can be contacted either via the 
school or at the Hussey Arms, 
Brownhills. 

Do you recognise the faces on 
this photograph of the 5K class 
that left school in 1976? Would 
you like to be part of a Former 
Pupils Association? If so, contact 
Linda. 

11The Knolledge'' 
Quiz 

Brown hills Community General Knowledge, Pop Music, 
Sport etc. Association are hosting "The 

Knolledge" quiz night on Friday 
19 January 1990, 8.00 pm in the 
Community Lounge, Deakin 
Avenue, Brownhills. 

There will be an interval 
Blockbuster Competition, Cash 
Prizes for the first 3 teams and a 
raffle. 

It is open to teams of 4 per
sons - £4 per team. 

A Licenced bar will be open 
throughout the evening. 

The Ouizmaster will be Dave 
Keeling and will be based on 

If you wish to enter a team ring 
Brownhills 452119. 

Diary Dates 
School Holidays 
20December 
3January 
16February 
26February 
6April 
23April 

Events at School: 
4January 
24January 
30January 
6February 
22March 
4-5April 

School closes 
School reopens 
School closes for HalfT erm 
School reopens 
Easter holiday, school closes 
School reopens 

Pantomime- Cinderella 
Prospective 1990 Intake Parents Evening 
5th Year Parents Evening 
3rd Year Opticins 
3rd Year Parents Evening 
Swimming Gala 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 
Christmas 

Party for 

Senior Citizens 
Wednesday 13 December, 

was the date for this year's 
annual Christmas party for our 
local Senior Citizens. This event 
enjoyed as much by staff and 
helpers, as by our guests is 
hosted by Brownhills Commun
ity School and funded by the 
Community Association. Trans
port was provided to bring 170 
people to the school for an after
noon of entertainment. 

The festivities were opened 
with a welcome by headteacher, 
Mr Allan Jarrett, followed by a 
concert performed by the full 
school orchestra and choir, 
under the leadership of Mr Rob 
Nunn and Miss Elaine Ferguson. 
This was complimented by 
members of St Michaels Players 
who performed numbers from 
their Christmas Show. A prize 
draw held during the interval 
gave away 20 gifts to lucky ticket 
holders. 

Tea was served in the Com
munity Lounge by Catering 
Officer Pat Woolley and pupils of 
the School. 

A big thank you to all volun
teers, staff and pupils whose 
hard work made it such a 
memorable afternoon. 

Community 
11Spirit" at the 

Waterside 
Tony and Wendy Dawson 

from the Waterside at Brown
hills West, played hosts on Wed
nesday 6 December to 45 hand
icapped youngsters. 

A Christmas Party with all the 
seasonal trimmings was 
organised by Tony and Wendy 
for the pupils of Mary Elliot spe
cial school. The idea originated 
during a chat over a pint with 
Fran Hodgkinson and Allan Ket
tleday from Brownhills Com
munity School who acted as the 
link between the two parties. 

Mountains of food, a disco, 
funny hats, raffle prizes, all the 
festive decorations plus, a visit 
by Father Christmas, who distri
buted presents to all the kids. 
People in the know were suspi
cious that because of the Scot
tish accent, this particular Santa 
was in fact Frank Copland who 
with wife Margaret worked 
extremely hard helping to make 
the whole event possible. 

Congratulations to Tony, 
Wendy and everyone involved 
for making the afternoon such a 
memorable one for all con
cerned. 

5-A-SIDE VICTORY 
After a defeat last month at 

Shire Oak, the Brownhills 
School Staff 5-a-side team were 
victorious . in the return at 
Brownhills on Friday 1 
December. 

Pictured in the sport hall are: 
Back Row: K Sydenham, E Pow
ell, T. Leedam. Front Row: D 
Senior and I Lockett. 

The next encounter is eagerly 
awaited. 

Anniversary Celebration 
B-CASS the disabled group 

based at Brownhills Community 
School, celebrated their first 
anniversary with a party on 
Saturday 25 November in the 
School dining room. 

The event was well attended 
with 70 members and guests, 
many in fancy dress, enjoying 
the buffet and disco provided. 
Awards were presented to a 
number of people for their help 
and support during the past 
year. Fran Hodgkinson Chair
man of Governors, Allan Jarrett 
Headteacher, Pam Tomlinson a 
member of staff and Lisa 
Downes a pupil at the school, all 
received recognition, w ith Dave 
Scott, Lyn Bond and Sue Walk
ling from Social Services also 

being remembered. 
B-CASS which is an abbrevia

tion of Brownhills Community 
Association and Social Services 
is now well established within 
the School. Miriam Downes, 
Secretary since the beginning, 
has recently been joined by a 
new Chairman, Trevor Paskin, 
and many new Committee 
members, all have worked 
extremely hard fund raising for 
the centre. Their main object 
being the purchase of a minibus, 
a much need resource for mem
bers. We are hoping in the future 
that new facilities will be built to 
accommodate this group and 
also a much needed lift so that 
all our disabled users are not 
restricted to the ground floor. 

Positive Links 
Brownhills Home and School 

Association Committee are hav
ing another busy and successful 
year, organising a wealth of 
wide ranging leisure and fund 
raising activities which brings 
pupils, parents and staff 
together. 

One of the main fund raising 
activities is a 200 Club which has 
very attractive prizes each 
month - and there are still a few 
vacant numbers for those 
interested! 

The result of the hard work 

has meant a very healthy input 
into the school in both financial 
and material terms. Last year 
£1900 was made over to the 
School and so far this year 
nearly £1400, which have pro
vided valuable resources for the 
School as well as funds for the 
Minibuses which are exten
sively used by both the School 
and the Community. 

Any interested parents who 
are not yet involved can find out 
more about the Association by 
telephoning the School. 

Brown hills 

Students 

Christmas Praise 
Students and staff of Brown

hills Community School 
together with the vicar of 
Brownhills, the Reverend Colin 
Thomas - are planning another 
ufirst" for their school and Com
munity this Christmas. 

In addition to the celebrations 
and charity fund-raising events 
which traditionally mark end-of
term at Brownhills School -
and, of course the closing Christ
mas Assembly which includes 
teachers (trying to!) entertain 
their students with songs and 
sketches --- nearly 700 students 
and staff will be joining in spe
cial carol services at St. James's 
Parish Church. 

The Church is already familiar 
to many Brownhills youngsters 
who worship there and partici
pate in its various Youth 
Activities, and to many other 
young people who have visited 
St. James's as part of their 
school studies. Following last 
year's successful carol service, 
w ith traditional and modern 
carols, readings and music, 
Reverend Colin Thomas was 
more than happy to accommo
date not only the school's 
youngest pupils (as last year) 
but students from every age 
group, from first to sixth form! 

However cold the weather for 
their walk from school to church, 
there's no doubt youngsters will 
enjoy a warm welcome and will 
have the opportunity to experi-. 
ence more of the true signifi
cance of Christmas. 

Mystery Woman Vanishes 
Slipper is only Clue! 

The mystery woman who 
danced all evening with the 
prince suddenly disappeared at 
around midnight. The only clue 
that anyone has to her existence 
is a glass slipper which was 
found at the scene. The dis
traught prince said later that he 
had not even had a chance to 
find out what her name was, but 
that he was determined to find 
her again and that his agents 
would be scouring the land for 
the woman. 

STOP PRESS: 

An anonymous telephone call 
to our office has told us that all 
will be revealed at The Brown
hills School and Community 
Centre, on Thursday, 4 January 
1990 at 7.30 pm in the Theatre. 

Don't miss it!! 
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BROWNHILLS SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 

Creative Arts Evening 
Monty Python rubbed shoul

ders with Oscar Wilde and Viv
aldi on the evening of Thursday 
23 November at Brownhills 
Community School. The occa
sion was a Sixth Form Arts even
ing. 

Over a number of years the 
6th Form General Studies pro
gramme at Brownhills School 
has been expanded to broaden 
the horizons of 6th Form pupils 
beyond their purely academic 
studies. The aim of this has been 
to produce pupils with a wider 
range of interests; pupils who 
are able to formulate and argue 
a point of view and pupils who 
understand a little better the 
world around them. 

The General Studies course 
contains a module on the 
appreciation of the performing 
and creative a:ts. As part of this 
the 6th formers at the school 
were set the task of organising a 
Creative Arts evening. They 
were given total freedom in the 
choice of format and content 
with the teaching staff at the 
school acting only as consul
tants. 

Paul Morrison and Sarah 
Whitbrook, who are members of 
the Upper 6th, were given 
responsibility for organising the 
music and drama respectively 
and the exhibition of art work 
was organised by Karen Dennis 
and Kim Griffiths. All other 
members of the 6th form were 
then involved either as perfor
mers, backstage crew, make-up 
and lighting technicians, pur
veyors of tea or took a hand with 
the administration. The added 
bonus was that any money 
made from the evening would 
go into the 6th form funds to 
improve the facilities in the new 
6th form Centre. 

After a good deal of discus
sion the final format of the even · 
ing was a concert in two parts 
with an intermission during 

which the audience was invited 
to walk around a static display of 
art work in the schools Com
munity Lounge. The concert 
programme contained a mixture 
of music, drama and poetry. 

The music ranged from a solo 
cello performance of a Vivaldi 
Sonata to an arrangement of 
Vladimir Cosma's 'Only Love' . 
Much of the music was either 
composed or arranged by Paul 
Morrison and performed as 
either solo or ensemble pieces 
on a wide range of instruments. 

Sarah Whitbrook, who 
arranged and directed the 
drama programme, selected a 
variety of works ranging from 
the famous Monty Python 'Dead 
Parrot' sketch to the death scene 
from 'Romeo and Juliet '. There 
was also an extract from 'The 
Importance of Being Ernest' by 
Oscar Wilde and a guest appear
ance by 'Frank Bruno' alias Paul 
Morrison in the Romeo and 
Juliet rap!! 

The exhibition of art work con
tained a wide selection of pieces 
which have been produced by 
members ofthe 6th Form as part 
of their 'A' level work. This 
reflected the wide range of 
techniques and materials wich 
are used in the schools' Art 
Department and also highligh
ted project work which has been 
undertaken as part of the indust
rial link with Hassel Homes. 

The evening proved to be a 
great success with the large 
audience of parents and friends 
of the school who attended the 
event. The 6th Form are to be 
congratulated on the profes
sional way in which they 
approached the project and in 
the excellence of the individual 
and group performances. The 
'backroom' organisation was 
'slick' and contributed in no 
small way to the success of the 
evening. 

Burntwood Rugby Club play at 
Brownhills Community School 
Brownhills Community 

School is one of the home bases 
of the thriving Burntwood 
Rugby Club. Formed in 1972, the 
Rugby Club run 3 senior sides, 
an Under 19 side (called The 
Colts) and an Under 17 side. The 
Under 19 side play their home 
matches at Brownhills School 
on a Saturday afternoon and the 
Under 17 side play their home 
matches at Brownhills on a Sun
day morning. 

New players are always wel-

coone at the club, who are cu r
rently top of their league in Staf
fordshire Division 1. Anybody 
wishing to join the club should 
contact Paul Blockley (Club 
Chairman) on Burntwood 74592, 
or Bob Lane (for the Under 17 
and Under 19 sides) on 
Burntwood 5938. Training takes 
place under floodlights near 
Chasetown soccer club at the 
top of Church Street, Chasetown 
at 7 .00 pm en Mondays for the 
Under 17 and Under 19 and on 
Tuesdays for the senior side. 

Why not ... try 

something 

new? 
Several new "small and 

friendly" evening classes begin 
soon at Brown hills School. Enrol 
at the first session or telephone 
452119 for details. We w ill look 
forward to seeing you. 

MONDAY 15 JANUARY 
(10 Weeks) 7-9 pm Advanced 
Nimbus Computing. 
WEDNESDAY17JANUARV 
(5 Weeks) 7-9 pm Or iental Cook
ing. 
(5 Weeks) 7-8 pm How to use a 
Video Camera. 
(10Weeks) 8-9 pm Welsh to fun! 

PLUS many "old favourites" -
crafts, languages, leisure pur
suits, cookery, art, English and 
lots more. 

Telephone for details or pick 
up a prospectus from our Com
munity Office. We are also 
happy to provide individual 
advice about courses and qual
ifications; and we would be 
pleased to see even more adults 
in our daytime classes. Why not 
ask for details? 

Heavy Metal 
No, w e're not hosting a rock 

concert but we are continuing 
with the green campaign in 
School. 10 January should see 
the arrival of a Save-a-can bank 
on site for the collection of all 
waste cans - both aluminium 
and steel - so bring along all of 
those empty Christmas drinks 
cans, pet food cans etc. This fol
lows on from our successful col
lection of aluminium cans for 
the Blue Peter "Save-a-Life" 
appeal, in which several 
hundred cans were collected. 
We hope to follow up on our 
Save-a-can bank with a Bottle 
bank in the future. 

Engineering 
Hollywood 

Style 
Someof BrownhillsCommun

ity School fifth years came 
under the spotlight late in 
November when they became 
the subject of a promotional film 
made by a Birmingham Adver
tising Agency M.S.L. 

Denise Brownridge an ex
pupil of the School and now an 
employee of M.S.L. (Denise has 
w orked in co-operation w ith 
Saatchi & Saatchi in the past !) 
contacted the School to ask per
mission to film a group of stu
dents who had been involved in 
an industrial links exercise at 
School with local company, 
Hardy Spicer. 

The result was a video film 
highlighting the success of the 
Hardy Spicer visit, and a group 
of youngsters torn between a 
career in the world of engineer
ing orfilms! ! 

Aqua-Robics 
In the beginning there were 

" Drill Exercises" then came 
Keep fit, a bit of rhythm was 
added and "Aerobics" was 
born. We now move from the 
gymnasium to the swimming 
pool and we offer AQUA
ROBICS - FITNESS IN THE 
SWIMMING POOL. 

The movements will be less 
vigorous and the water will have 
a more sooth ing therapeutic 
effect. Brownhills Community 
School will be hosting regular 
hour-long sessions on Tuesday 
mornings 9.00 - 10.00 am if 
enough people show an interest 
in taking part. 

The tutor will be Christine 
Elstene. We aim to start in 
January, it is available to anyone 
for further detai ls contact Bob 
Clews at the Brownhills Com
munity School office, telephone 
number 452119. 



NEWS FROM SHIRE OAK 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Open Evening reveals Shire Oak 
to be a popular choice 

There may well have been 
much on offer on the television 
on Thursday 30th November, 
but this did not prevent parents 
of pupils t ransferring to the sec
ondary school in September 
1990, from leaving the warmth of 
their homes to attend Open 
Evening at the Shire Oak Com
munity School. 

From 6.45 p.m. v1s1tors 
flocked into the school buildings 
to see and take part in the 
activities the pupils enjoy as part 
of their normal education. The 
Information Technology area 
was an immediate choice by 
those visiting South Building, as 
their first point of call, and adults 
and youngsters alike could be 
seen throughout the evening, 
glued to a monitor screen, with 
" Hands On" being positively 
encouraged. 

Science was another popular 
area to visit and again the older 
members of our community 
marvelled at the investigatory 
aspect of this subject, and 
indulged with the youngsters in 
the practical problem solving 
associated with modern Science 
teaching. 

The Typing and Business 
Studies area was another early 
point of call and here members 
of the community could be seen 
actively engaging in perfecting 
their Key-board skills amidst 
current Year 11 and Year 12 
pupils. 

The Foyer in South drew 
crowds of visitors who watched 
enthusiastically a promotional 
video, produced as a result of an 
industrial link with J .V.C., and 
two visual records of the Brass 
and Wind Bands' performances 
at The Prince of Wales Theatre in 
Cannock and at Trentham Gar
dens where they placed with 
The Sid Lawrence Orchestra. 

Leaving the foot tapping 
music behind, and assured they 
would be able to see and hear in 
reality the bands rehearsing in 
the Music Block, visitors con
tinued their tour of South Build
ings, where there were oppor
tunities to engage in practical 
Mathematics, geographical 

enquiry, a business simulation 
game, re-live the pupils' recent 
pilgrimage to Lichfield Cathed
ral and take part in an English 
project with pupils who were 
stranded in school! I 

So much for South Building -
but what did North Building 
have to offer? Here was literally 
an attraction to tickle the tas
tebuds of any visitor, and the 
Home Studies and Modern Lan
guage's Department's joint ven
ture of the Euro Cate ensured all 
visitors quickly came to terms 
with the rudiments of French 
and German - How? - well, all 
orders for refreshments had to 
be given in the foreign lan
guage. This cafe was a very 
popular venue for all our vis
itors, and pupils, staff and mem
bers of the community alike 
commented most positively 
about the ventu re and the fun 
they had. Leaving behind the 
culinary delights of Black Forest 
Gateau, visitors worked off a few 
calories in the Craft Design and 
Technology department which 
was in full swing with pupils 
demonstrating technology 
skills, encouraged by the use of 
modern equipment. A little 
further exercise resulted in visit
ing the top floor of the building 
and here visitors could see and 
appreciate the artistic talent of a 
wide number of our pupils. We 

do start them young on develop
ing their creative talents there in 
The Shire Oak Community 
School, and visitors were 
enthralled to see members of 
our current year 7 busily 
engaged on their latest initiative 
and design problem - mobile 
Father Christmases and their 
Santa Claus machine - just two 
of the superb Christmas dis
plays produced by our Art 
department for the pleasure and 
delight of our community at 
Christmas. 

Indeed similar creative talents 
were being deployed by more 
members of Lower School in 
Texti les and visitors were 
perhaps amazed to find our 
young men could produce a toy 
with equal attention to detail as 
the young ladies! 

The Sports Hall was another 
highly popular venue to call and 
those of ou r visitors who were 
'out of puff' having witnessed 
the bands' rehearsal, equally 
found themselves gasping atthe 
activitities on the programme in 
this superb facility. 

No Opening Evening would 
be complete without the Head
master welcom ing visitors on a 
more formal basis, and this Mr. 
A.W. Mills effected at 8.30 p.m. 
Informative it certainly was, and 
Mr. Mills was ably assisted in his 
presentation by two of our cur
rent year 7 pupils. The formal 

part of the evening thus over, 
visitors, guests, present and 
future members of The Shire 
Oak Community School, and 
staff adjourned to the Library for 
refreshments and an informal 
chat. 

The evening had been a suc
cess and although this our offi
cial Open Evening is now over, 
our doors have not closed to 
members of our community. If 
you missed Open Evening -
don't worry - why not give us a 
call on Brownhills 452518 and 
we will arrange a time for you to 
visit us to see the School in 
action. 
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SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Open Evening -
What do you think? 
As part of their G.C.S.E. cour

sework, four enthusiastic year 
11 English pupils could be seen 
around North and South Build
ing on the evening of Thursday 
30th November, armed with 
tape recorders. The aim of the 
exercise being to ascertain the 
views of parent's about the 
school's open evening. The fol
lowing reviews are the results of 
their interviews concerning 
parent's impressions. 

A lot of parents interviewed 
thought that it was "a very good 
idea " to be able to see the school 
in a working environment. 
Likewise, they were also 
"pleased to talk to the teachers 
and the pupils, and to see what 
courses were offered". The 
most frequent response to the 
question of the format of the 
evening was " Its good to see 
what my son/daughter will be 
doing once he/she comes up to 
Shire Oak". Doing is really the 
right word too, because so much 
of what we do in school actually 
involves us actively taking part. 

EUROCAFE 

Overall, the practical activities 
taking place in the areas of 
Mathematics, Science and Infor
mation Technology were "firm 
favourites" with parents and 
children alike, and the most not
able impressions concerned the 
"experiments which were taking 
place which the children visiting 
could either watch or take part 
in". 

The area of Information 
Technology revealed visitors 
uhad a chance to communicate 
w ith another computer sited in a 
different venue", and more than 
a few visitors commented on the 
activities in mathematics being 
enjoyable as they watched 
"keen first years in action." 

A number of parents who had 
actually attended Shire Oak 
School were "impressed by its 
current facilities" and were 
"amazed at just how much it had 
changed since I was a pupil". 
One of the most frequent com
ments was echoed in a quote 
from the father of two pupils 
who already attend the school 
and whose youngest daughter is 
about to join us in September. 
"One of the best things about 
this school is you can always 
speak to the teachers and Mr 
Mills" - and from what we saw 
on Open Evening, and what we 
know from being pupils here -
that is very true. 

The recent fight against the 
proposed closure was also men
tioned by a number of parents 
and they said they had fully sup
ported the school in counteract
ing this proposal. Perhaps one 
parent's comment of "I have 
spoken to Mr Mills, the Head 
Teacher about this and he is very 
pleased that the school is stay
ing open - and believe me so am 
I - and a number of others" -
sums it up. 

We asked all parents we inter
viewed about the impression 
they got of the attitudes of the 
staff and the pupils. The follow
ing we think again says it all -
"The attitude of the students 
and the teachers is good. I have 
no complaints. I would have 

' been up to the school before 
·now if I had!" 

Parent's referred to a number 
of other areas extremely favour
ably and spoke of the " excellent 
art work", " musical talents", 
"the breathtaking physica: 
activities and the experience of 
taking part in the Euro Cate ven
ture" - "C'est tres bien". 

Summing up the interviews, 
the whole venture was a great 
success and all who took part 
are looking forward to Open 
Evening next year. 

As part of Open Evening on 
November 30th the Home 
Studies and Modern Language 
Departments created a cafe with 
a European flavour for new 
parents and other visitors. Mem
bers of Year 11 in their Catering 
lessons planned and prepared a 
menu that included French 
Apple Tarts, Black Forest 
Gateaux and Cheese and Veget
able Pizzas. In their GCSE les
sons year 10 pupils studied and 
became fluent in the vocabulary 
needed to serve their customers 
in French and German. 

The cafe was busy all evening. 
Visitors entered into the spirit of 
the occasion and used their 
foreign or sign languages 
enthusiastically! 

The cafe had only intended to 

Foundation Programmes of 
Pre· Vocational Studies 

At the Shire Oak School we 
believe that G.C.S.E. examina
tions do not entirely fit the bill 
for all our older pupils. Con
sequently, in Years 4 and 5 we 
run what are known as Founda
tion Programmes, under the 
auspices of the Business and 
Technician Education Council 
(BTEC) and the City and Guilds 
of London Institute (CGLI). 

These work programmes give 
pupils a change to participate in 
a wide variety of activities 
alongside or instead of G.C.S.E. 
courses. We believe that Found
ation Programmes can comple
ment G.C.S.E.; most pupils who 
opt for the BTEC/CGLI course do 
from 1 to 7 GCSE subjects as 
well. 

Courses are designed within 
the school very much with the 
needs of our pupils in mind. 
Staff at the school have written 
the necessary material, which is 
then validated by BTEC/CGLI. 

A moderator visits the school 
and, so far, has always com
mented on the high quality of 
course structure, organisation 
and content. The pupils involved 
gain greatly in self-confidence 
and practical, social and intellec
tual skills. At the end of the 
course they receive a Record of 
Achievement written by the 

Course Co-ordinator, based on 
information supplied by staff 
and on interviews with the 
pupils. This Record of Achieve
ment is also validated by BTEC/ 
CGLI. 

At present, in years 10 and II 
we can offer Control Technol
ogy, Information Technology, 
Vehicle Maintenance, Home 
Maintenance, Catering, Textiles, 
Child Development, Retailing 
and Community Work. Exten
sive links between the school 
and the community are under 
development and all pupils are 
able to choose from a wide 
range of work experience place
ments. 

To sum up, the key features of 
Foundation Programmes are, 
we feel, as follows:- a high level 
of participation in active learn
ing situations; a chance to work 
with and alongside adults, both 
within the school and off-site; an 
opportunity to discuss progress 
in regular "profil ing" sessions; 
and the change to develop skills 
which may be of direct rele
vance to life after school. The 
course is not a preparation for 
work as such, but does try to 
give some insight into the 
requirements of different areas 
of adult life. 
N. E:olden. 

cover its costs, but when year 11 
completed their accounts the 
next day they were very pleased 
to find that they had made a 
healthy profit. The pupils 
involved in the evening have 
decided that the money should 
go to the Trevor Bou Id Memorial 
Fund. 
A. Heath. Head of Home Studies. 

Caring 
Caretaker 

Chris Kelly, one of the Shire 
Oak Community School's 
Caretakers continually shows 
his care and concern for others 
less fortunate than himself. 

In April 1988 Chris raised over 
£1,000 for the Rainbow House 
by competing in the London 
Marathon, completing the 
course in four hours thirty one 
minutes and thirty one seconds. 
Most of the money was donated 
by the Railway Tavern, Darlas
ton, who pledged £500, and the 
remainder was the result of 
sponsorship by friends, staff of 
the Shire Oak Community 
School and members of the 
White Horse Football Club. 

Chris continued his running 
for charity at Easter, when he 
competed in the Guernsey Half 
Marathon, completing the 
course in two hours, six 
minutes, and raising £70, again 
from sponsorship by the staff of 
the school and the White Horse 
Football Club. 

November, once again saw 
Chris pounding the streets when 
he competed in the Shire Oak 
Half Mathathon, and having 
completed the course in under 
two hours, raised another £120. 
His final marathon effort to date 
has seen him running as a 
member of the Forest Road Run
ning Club who organised a 10 
Km road race and raised £800. 
The total thus raised to date by 
Chris and his friends is a magni
ficent £1,950, all of which will be 
used to help worthy charities. 
Chris's efforts are not ended - he 
has already applied to enter the 
London Marathon in April 1990, 
and no doubt Chris will com
plete it and thus have raised 
over £2,000. Well done Chris! 
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E N T R E 

The Boulevard, 
Brownhills 
Tues 11 am - 4 pm 
Fri 11 am - 4 pm 

Sat 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

s p L C 

For Friendly and Helpful Service visit 
'The Boulevard' 

in Brownhills where you can buy everything from 

Bread + Cakes to Butchery 
Icing Centre to Lingerie 

Sports + Leisurewear to Bags 
Baubles+ Bangles to Jewellery 

(Fashion Jewellery) (Gold+ Silver) 
Vacuums -Toys -Toiletries 

All of our staff are willing to help and advise. You can do your shopping in a 
Warm and Friendly atmosphere, where you will also find. 

Fashion, Haberdashery, Shoe Repairs, Curtains, Electricals, Pets, Tights + Socks 
Hardware, Sweets, Cards, Childrenswear, Flowers and Pottery. 
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Ladies 12 Gentlemen 5 

A different form of football 
took place at Oak Park on Sun
day 26th November. 

The difference being, that the 
F.A. rules were bent a bit and at 
times, kicked into touch 
altogether as, the two teams 
fought for supremacy. A crowd 
of 300 - 400 spectators however 
seemed to enjoy the on field 
hooliganism, indeed they posi-

tively encouraged it, because it 
was all good fun in the cause of 
the Sister Dora Hospice charity. 

The soccer brawl, sorry 
match, was between the men 
and ladies of CRABTREES, the 
electrical switchgear manufac
turers in Lichfield Road Brown
hills. 

Four video cameras covered 
the game so trial by television 

could be the order of the day. 
The half time score was 6-2 to 
the ladies, most of whom played 
in St Trinians costume, and at 
full time they had increased their 
lead to 12-5. 

Whi le the match, which was 
started by Aston Villa's Tony 
Daly, was in progress a collect
ing bucket was passed around 
the crowd and all donations 

went to the charity. 
Men in possession of the ball 

were dragged bodily over the 
goal line, some had theirwellies 
taken off while others were left 
with only their underpants bet
ween them and decency, butthe 
referee and his two clown lines
men never had a chance as the 
crowds, urged on by two sets of 
cheer leaders, bayed for more. 

B1ownhlll1 Gla11 Co. lid. 
Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall 

YOUR LOCAL GLASS SPECIALISTS 
~------~-----~-~---~~-------~~-~~~~~~~-~~, i i 
~ Wish all our customers past and present ~ 

i A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND ! 
I A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR ! 
i J 
"' 
~--~----------------~-----~---~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tel: 0543 371768 

0543378986 

Fax: 0543 372134 

1---------------1 
1 SPECIAL OFFER. : 
: 20% I 

: Discount off all : 
1 Mirrors purchased I 
I before 25th December 1989 : 

~--------------, 

We look forward 
to seeing 
you in 
1990 
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Crib League Presentation Night 

Friday the 1st December saw 
the presentation night at OGLEY 
HAY W.M.C. of the BROWN
HILLS C.l.U. CRIB LEAGUE. 

The room was packed to the 
rafters and members enjoyed a 
good meal and were entertained 
by the group 'CHASER'. 

Crimewatch 
"The Crib League season runs 

from January to November" 
said secretary Peter Bloxwich. 
"So its practically non stop 
effort throughout the year. 
League meetings are held at 
SANKEY W.M.C. and the next 
general meeting will be held on 
10th January 1990. 

On 25th November a burglar 
smashed a door panel and 
forced an entry in a shop in Lin
don Road. Cash and a quantity 
of sweets and cigarettes were 
stolen. 

An unattended Honda 
generator valued at nearly £400 
was stolen from Silver Court 
Gardens on 20th November. 

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

i NORTor-rcANEs I 
l • 'Big Steaks' from £4. 75 i 
l •Bar meals from around £2.75 i 
i • Wine List available 
i • Full range of Non and Low Alcohol Wines and Beers i 
i •Four Course Christmas Lunches £7.95. Served from ii 
j from week commencing Monday, December 4th ~ 
i • Christmas Functions for Parties up to 50i • 
i • Meal orders taken by telephone • i 
i RAY l:!l 
i i would Like to wish all i 
i his Customers past and i 
i present a Merry Christmas I 
! and A Happy New Year · i 
~and to say a big 'THANK YOU' i 
i to all his staff for their help i 

Thieves smashed a window 
and entered R.K.G. Pressings in 
Clayhanger Road on 25th 
November and stole 3000 Stain
less Steel Heat Shields. 

9 pre-recorded compact discs 
were stolen from a house in 
Cedar Avenue Brownhills, when 
a burglar forced entry through a 
front door on 21st November. 

A £250 Bosch industrial nib· Thieves stole 2 black and yel· 
bier was stolen from a Brown- low spot lamps off a Caterpillar 
hills warehouse in Chase Road Earthdigger in Allbutts Road on 
on 24th November. 23rd November. 

AKIN<i THE MDT 
ofs~CAMB2A 

Why travel miles to find friendly and 
helpful advice on Came.ra Equipment and 
photography when everything you need is , 
right here on your doorstep. · 

We stock a large range of Cameras 
including Video and Accessories to suit 
every pocket. If you are looking for that 
special Christmas gift why not call in to see 

us now at: 

E.E. JONES PHOTOGRAPHY 
5-7 HIGH STREET, BROWNIIlLLS 

Telephone: 375606 
~ over the past six months I 
i 50's 60's I · J Every Sunday i 

Open Monday to Saturday photos 
~asSP0'\, • ...,.,a\t 

wn\\e-

i The Golden Era of Pop plus Pop Trivia Quiz with i 
i 'MIDNIGHT RUNNER' i 
j Contact Ray on I ! WATLING STREET, NORTON CANES i 
• TEL: BROWNHILLS (0543) 373104 
j IDEALLY SITUATED ON A5 NORTON CANES, NEAR i 
L!~!!~~~~~:~!~~!~~~~~;J~~~J.!;~~~~ 
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Brownhills Archives 
My plea for any old photo

graphs of Brownhills has cer
tainly stirred people to rummag
ing through cupboard drawers, 
and one of the first ones I 
received, made me sit up and 
take notice, because it comes 
from an uncle of mine and fea
tured my old grandad in his 
prime. The photo shows the 
football team of the Chase Inn 
on Watling Street, dated 1910-11 
which means that, when this 
photo was taken my dad, who is 
80 now, was 1. 

I'm told that squatting at the 
front 2nd from left is Slaney 
Morris, while Allan Whordley 
has the ball, and next to him is 
Sid Shingler, while Bill Parker is 
the player in the middle of the 
seated row and next to him with 
moustache is my old grandad 
George (Pudding) Stringer who 
were both members of the T.A. 
Tug 'o War team. The little 
goalie at the back is a Mr Chap
man while the chap far right is a 
Mr Marklew. Wallace Shingler 
who kept the old Anglesey Pub 
is the smart looking bloke with 
the big collar under the left hand 
door post and peeping from the 
doorway, resplendent in bowler 
hat is the old baker Tommy 
Jackson. 

·· Still on old Brownhills I won
.der if you can give me any infor
mation on this old photo of the 
three faced liar as the clock on 
the Bridge was once known. I 

I'm w illing to bet somebody 
will recognise others. If so, drop 
mea line. 

believe this shot w as taken 
about the turn of the century and 
the man in the bowler was prob- ' 
ably the chairman of the council. 
Anyone know the others? 

CLUB NEWS 

Brownhills (CA) 
Photographic 

Amateur 
Society 

Our Club meets at the Com
munity School every Thursday 
at 7.45 pm in the little Theatre. 
We are an enthusiastic group 
of amateurs expanding our 
activities. 

We regularly hold competi
t ions covering a wide range of 
subjects, model nights and illus
trated talks. During this year we 
have become interested in 
Audio visua l shows and several 

members have produced shows 
either in groups or on their own. 

Although a modest sized club 
we have acquired both 
Tungsten lighting units as well 
as studio flash equipment. We 
have projection equipment for 
show ing slides and are seeking 
members who would like to help 
in producing AN shows w ith a 
view to entering competitions 
and also participation with other 
clubs. 

Any one interested to join us 
should either contact the Secret
ary or come to a meeting on any 
Thursday evening. Just a visit to 
meet the members and spend a 
couple of hours will enthuse any 
camera user. You are most wel
come. 

ACORN CLUB 
Mrs Z. Moles of Chase Road is 

hoping to organise an ACORN 
CLUB at Brownhills Community 
Centre. The club is for anyone 
over 21 and its aims are to make 
new friends, and brighten up 
their social activities with people 
of simi lar interests. 

Meet for a friendly chat and 
discuss things together such as 
sporting activities, or for the less 
energetic film shows, lectures or 
slides could be arranged, sum
mer rambles, trips out to the 
theatre, or any place of interest . 
Mrs Moles says that, although 
they meet initially on Tuesday 
nights another night may be 

arranged if it was found more 
suitable. 

There are comfortable tables 
and chairs in the Community 
Lounge which also has a bar, 
and coffee making facilites for 
those who prefer it. 

"Due to friendships formed," 
says Mrs Moles," we would help 
each other in many ways, for 
instance someone might mend 
my leaky tap while I do a bit of 
sewing in return." 

So don't sit in by yourselves 
all winter, ring Mrs Moles on 
Brownhills 375141 it might be 
just what you need. 



Legion Revived 
The Welfare Secretary of the 

Brownhills British Legion Mr. 
Don Stacey of the Wilkin Estate 
has written in to let us know that 
they have started the Club up 
again at the 'Goat' pub in Hed
nesford Road. Meetings are held 
on the first Wednesday of every 
month at 8 p.m. and any ex-ser
vicemen o r ex-servicemens 
widows or dependent relatives 
are welcome to come and join. 

"They may not be aware of the 
help that we can give them" 
says Mr. Stacey "especially at 

this time of year, with gas or 
electric bills etc. even food 
perhaps over Christmas, or if 
they just want to get in touch, 
ring me on Brownhills 370598" 

The Legion is also on the look 
out for anyone who can help 
them secure the services of a 
Marching Brass Band for future 
Memorial Services. Other areas 
seemed to fare quite well but 
apparently the Brownhills 
branch even have difficulty find
ing a bugler, so come on folks 
lets see if anyone can help in this 
worthwhile cause. 

Out of the Wood 
the big news from Walsall 

Wood F.C. this month is the suc
cess in finding a new manager, 
with the committee appointing 
from within, by handing the post 
to veteran defender Dave Sed
don. 

Dave an ex-profe~sional with 
Rochdale took the job on to keep 
continuity at the club. "There's a 
lot of young talented players at 
this club," said Dave "and a tre
mendous team spirit, and I 
wouldn't have liked an outsider 

coming in and destroying all 
that, hoping for a few quick 
wins." He stressed however, 
that with such a young side con
sistency would be hard to 
achieve, but with patience, a 
good side could be achieved. 

This was in evidence against 
local rivals high flying Bloxwich 
A.F.C. as Wood fielded two 17 
year olds, an 18 year old and two 
19 year olds and although going 
down 2.0 the signs were all there 
that a revival was imminent. 

X Rated 
Nursery Rhymes 

A friend of mine thinks he has 
found the answer to the problem 
of violence "Ban nursery 
rhymes," he says. 

" Nursery rhymes," I asked, 
"How can they be harmful?" 

"I'll lend you my grandsons 
nursery rhyme book and you 
will see for yourself," he replied. 

Two nights later I started to 
flip through the book seeing it 
for the first t ime through an 
adults mind, and so help me, I 
think he has got something. 

In the first poem, this old bat 
of a farmers wide, chops the tails 
of 3 blind mice with a great big 
carving knife. A good start I 
;hought, but theres more. 

The second one goes on about 
24 Blackbirds being baked in a 
pie, and when they took the 
crust off, they were still singing. 
Just think of it. They were trying 
~o cook them alive, and how 
about this one, apparently Tom 
~om the pipers son, nicked a pig 
and ran off. Now, they ate the 
::>ig, then gave him a good hid
"19! This gets worse. 

We now have an o ld woman 
.,o lives in this big shoe, see, 

-:id we think we've got a hous
o; problem) who has so many 
~ <lren that she doesn't know 
~a. to do. So she gives them 

SO"""e broth, without any bread, 
::-.ps :nem all sou'ld , and 

se=:m bei 

Vicious old hag. 
Turn the page quick. Ohl No! 
Ding Dong Bell. Pussy's in the 
well. 
Who put him in. 
Who cares, this is monstrous. 
Now here's the daddy of them 
all 
Goosey Goosey gander, 
wither shall I wonder 
Upstairs and downstairs, in 
my ladies chamber 
There I met an old man who 
wouldn't say his prayers 
So I took him by the left leg 
and threw him down the 
stairs. 
(For heavens sake, the poor 

old chap was perhaps just a bit 
slow and confused, but read the 
second verse). 

Crack, Crack, Crack. He broke 
his little back 
And all the little ducks went 
quack, quack, quack. 
They even had ducks in the 

house. 
Well I have seen enough. I was 

always a bit sus.,iicious of the 
Georgie Porgy anyway and I am 
more convinced than ever, he 
had something to do with push
ing Humpty Dumpty. 

Humpty Dumpty! Now where 
did he get a name l ike that from. 
Don't tell me. 

Anyway, I am buying my 
grandkids a James Bond book 
fey c;,r·stl'Tlas ts a safer bet. 
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f\NDOUTHOW 
TO LOOSE THOSE 

GREY HA\RS 

.•t•t•r-r: ... ~•r.•!" ... !"•!"•·1 
NEW FILMS FOR i 

SALE ONLY i 
SECTION ~ 

Films make ideal i 
Christmas presents i 

e.g. i 
How to train i 

your Puppy - £4.99 i 
Robocop - £9.99 i 

New Flintstones - £9.99 i 
Janes Asher's Cakes - £9.99 i 

Nick Faldo's Golf I 
Course - £9.99 i 

Plus hundreds more I 
~ Come down and ha!'e a look I 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OPENING HOURS 
Mon - Sat 7.30 a.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

OSCARS VIDEO 
133 HIGH STREET, 

BLOXWICH 

TEL:409090 
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Satellite T.V. 
With many satellite dishes 

suddenly appearing upon the 
sides of houses throughout the 
country, it is obvious that people 
are becoming tired of just four 
channels. Despite its surge in 
popularity however, people are 
still confused about satellite T.V. 
and how it works. 

We decided it was time to tell 
people in more detail about 
satellite T.V., about its cost and 
advantages and disadvantages, 
with the help of Guy Gladwin, 
manager ofVisionhire in Brown
hills. 

SKY use four of the possible 
sixteen channels, that can be 
used off the ASTRA satellite 
which is in orbit around earth. 
Their channels are SKY Movies, 
Eurosport, SKY News and SKY 
One. 

Other channels available are: 
Lifestyle, Screensport, M.T.V. 
(Music Television), European 
Business Channel, Landscape 
Channel and the Arts Channel. 

The actual cost ofthe dish and 
receiver box, in most electrical 
stores, is £200, or thereabouts. 
With remote control it can cost 
up to £260. Installation, which 
has to be done by professionals, 
can cost between £60 and £70. 

In February of next year, the 
messages transmitted from the 
satellite to the movie channel 
will be scrambled. This means a 
separate 'descrambling' device 
will have to be bought or rented 
to actually watch the channel. A 
monthly subscription of nearly 
£10 also has to be paid for SKY 
movies. 

People interested in buying 
satellite T.V. will be pleased to 
know that a new television set 
and a new video recorder are not 
needed, as long as they both 
have a spare channel. When 
tuned into the spare channel you 
can switch between channels by 
the press of a button on the 
receiver box. 

B.S.B. (British Satellite Broad
casting), the next satellite sta
tion, will transmit five channels 
from next spring. They will be 
the Movie Channel, Sports 
Channel, Galaxy, Now and the 
Power sation. 

The price of dish and receiver 
has not yet been decided but it 
looks likely to be around £250-
£300. The receiver box in this 
case, however, will unscramble 
messages itself, preventing the 
purchase of a separate decoder. 

Update· 
.Re. our report last month on 

the housing problems of the 
Avenues council estate. 

A meeting between the resi
dents committee, councillors 
and council officials will take 
place on Thursday 14th 
December at Brownhills 
Neighbourhood Office. 

No licence is needed for satel
lite T.V. but is still needed if you 
can still receive 8 .8 .C. pro
grammes. 

No planning permission is 
required to install a satellite 
dish, unless there are council 
restrictions. Some rural areas 
have restrictions because they 
consider the dishes as being 
ugly. This is not such a problem 
w ith 8.S.8., because their dishes 
are a lot smaller than ASTRA's. 
Also available is the now fam
ous 'squareial', a neat, compact 
and attractive antenna. 

Four and a half of B.S.8.'s five 
channels are free. The movie 
channel is charged for when v ie
wed after 6 pm. SKY charge for 
24 hours a day. 

For channels off the ASTRA 
satellite, the equipment can be 
rented for around £17.29. 

One unique feature of B.S.B. 
will be a 'parental control facil-

ity', that will enable parents to 
'block out' programmes they 
consider unsuitable for their 
children to watch. Without a 
special number they will not be 
able to see the programmes. 

A problem that faces 15% of 
the population (according to an 
ASTRA survey) is they may not 
be able to receive SKY because 
of their location. A clear line of 
sight to the satellite is compul
sory (the dish has to face South
East) and, in some cases a tree 
or tower block m ay block the 
messages t ransmitted. 

The general view about satel
lite T.V. is that it is welcome, 
because of the monotony of 
having only four channels 
allows 8.8.C. and •• - .V_ to 
become complacent. bU't now 
they have rivals, they may have 
to raise the quality o~ the"r orcr 
grammes and buy bette• f ms. 
""lle only problem is tnat tne 

price of the equipment and the 
cost of the movie channel are 
too much. 

If you feel 14 channels in use 
with six more possible and 
B.S.B.'s five channels starting 
next spring is a little too much to 
take, then brace yourself 
because it is hoped that there 
will be thirty-two channels in 
t.Jse within two years. 
Gary Dingle 

SHIRE OAK COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Attitudes fostered 
last a life-time 

Care and consideration for 
those less fortunate than them
selves is an important attitude 
The Shire Oak Community 
School seeks to encourage in all 
its members. This is not only 
seen in the charitable ventures 
of current members of school, 
but the seeds laid down in ex
pupils still continue to flourish. 

David Snape left Shire Oak 
way back in 1978, and he is cur
rently in the process of complet
ing a hundred mile swim - which 
he began on 29th August, 1989 
with the object of raising £1,000 
for the Rainbow House Child
ren's Hospice (Charitable Trust 
Number 519601 ). 

The Hospice itself will be 
erected at Fullbrook in Walsall 
beginning early in 1990 and w ill 
provide for children suffering 
from multiple handicaps and 
chronic degenerative d iseases. 
Dav id's commitment to raising 
funds to co•·tribute to this indis
putable worthy charity entailed 
swimming sixty four lengths of 
Oak Park Pool per night over a 
period of some one hundred 
days, closely monitored and wit
nessed by the centre's staff. Any 
day when business commit
ments prohibited him swim
ming, David doubled up on the 
lengths required the following 
day. Such was his determination 
to achieve his target that follow
ing a short holiday between the 
3rd and 6th of November, the 
deficit of four and a half miles 
(288 lengths) was completed in 

one attempt entailing some 
three hours in the water. 

David's final lengths will be 
completed on the 6th December, 
1989 and his tremendous effort 
w ill be celebrated with a party in 
The Shire Oak Community bar 
that same evening. At this 
gathering the publicity cheque 
for well over £1 ,000 will be 
handed over to representatives 
of the Rainbow House Child
ren's Hospice. 

David made the effort, that is 

certainly true, but it w ill only be 
transferred into a concrete real
ity by all those members of the 
community and his place of 
employment S. J ones, who so 
willingly sponsored him. It is to 
all these people that David 
extends his thanks for support
ing this cause. 

We, as a school are proud of 
so many of our present and past 
pupils and as a ex-pupil, David 
exemplifies what we hold as 
dear. Well done, David!! 

Half Marathon· 
and Fun Run 

Wolverhampton and Bilston 
runner John Thornbury w on the 
Shire Oak School Association 
Half Marathon that took place on 
Sunday, 26th November in the 
time of 1 hour 8 m inutes 35 sec
onds. This was just outside last 
years record set by Olympic 
athlete Eddie Wedderborn. 

First lady home was Jackie 
Feline (Amazing Feet Club). 
Wheelchair athlete Jim Tooth 
from Fulford (near Stoke-on
Trent) returned again this year 
to inspire other competitors 
with his grim determination on 
the icy roads. 

The Fun Run attracted a large 
ent ry and several competitors 
competed in fancy dress, the 
winner being dressed as an 
Hawaiian Dancer. 

Once again compet itors 
travelled from far afield to com
pliment the large local turnout in 
w hat has become known as Wal
sall's premier half marathon 
event. Just under a thousand 
competitors took part in the two 
races and all finishers received 
prizes or medals. 

The Shire Oak School Associ
ation would like to express their 
thanks to all those competitors 
who made the event such a suc
cess and a special mention 
should go to those volunteers 
who braved a cold frosty 
November morning marshalling 
the course thus ensuring the 
smooth running of the event. 

Bob Tayler 
Public Relations Officer 



~ ~ 
~VIDEO NEWS I I New releases this month I 
~ A guide to help you in your choice ~ 

~ 
Fright Night 2 (18) 
Tongue-in-cheek horror movie 
starring W illiam Ragsdale, 
Roddy McDow ell and Julie Car
men. 

Without A Clue (PG) 
This film sets out to show that 
Dr. Watson was the brains, in the 
Sherlock Holmes - Watson 
partnership. With a great perfor
mance by Michael Caine as the 
great detective and Ben Kings
ley as the doctor. 

TWin Peaks (15) 
Starring Kyle Maclachlan, 
Michael Ontkeam and Joan 
Chen. 

Trapper County War (18) 
AU-action movie starring Robert 
Estates, Don Swayze and Ernie 
Hudson. 

My Stepmother is an Alien (15) 
Dan Aykroyd and Kim Basinger 
do w onders for interplanetary 
relations, in this comedy film. 

Her Alibi (PG) 
Writer Tom Selleck provides an 
alibi for a beautiful, but mysteri
ous woman. Also starring 
Pauline Porizkova. 

Joyriders (15) 
Starring Andrew Connolly, Pat
ricia Kerrigan and Billie 
Whitelaw. 

Beaches 
Two girls meet on a beach as 
youngsters and form a 
friendship that stays with them 
throughoutthe rest of their lives, 
in this touching film. Starring 
Bette Midler, who also sings the 
hit theme tune 'Wind beneath 
my Wings'. 

Cocoon II : The Return 
The all-star cast attemptto rekin
dle the magic of 'Cocoon', the 
flim about aliens that never 
grow old. Starring Elaine Stritch, 
Don Ameche, Jessica Tandy, 
Jack Gifford and Steve Gutten
burg (of Police Academy fame). 

Gary Dingle. 

• 
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DRIVING SCHOOLS 

RICHARDT. 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

DTp. ADI. M.S.A. M.l.A.M. 

Free Motorway tuition upon passing test with 
RichardT. 

Competitive Rates, Dual Controls, Door-to-Door, 
New Escorts, Choice of Instructors 

Telephone: Brownhills 376301 

WHITE HORSE 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

Full Hour 
Lesson 

D. ofT.A.D.I. 
Competitive 

Rates 

No 
Passengers 

High Pass 
Rate 

Friendly & Patient Tuition 

Tel: Brownhills 375016 -

PERSONAL 

LADIES ELECTROLYSIS AND 
BEAUTY TREATMENTS in the com
fo rt of yourown home. Qualified and 
professional therapist, Miss Helen 
Foxall BABTAC. Waxing, massage, 
facials, manicures, eyelash tinting 
etc. For all details and enquiries tele
phone Walsall 723460. 

FOR SALE 
BABY FIRST CAR SEAT in v.g.c. from 
Mothercare with carrying handles, 
£20. Wooden Hatstand £4 and 
wooden Standard Lamp, £25. Tel: 
0675 463376. 
HOOVER WASHING MACHINE 
single tub, in good working order'. 
£25 ono. Tel: Brownhills 377431. 
TENOR BANJO, as new, with case, 
£60 ono. Tel: Browntiills 372491. 

f-GAZETTE-CLASSIFIEDSl 
I FREE UNDER £50 Trade Advertisements I 
I 

Al l Private 'For Sale' Advertisements for Articles costing All Trade Advertisements and Private Advertisements I 
£50 or less will be inserted FREE OF CHARGE. · for Articles over £50 will be charged as scale below. 

40p 

80p 

£1.20 

£1.60 

£2.00 

£2.40 

£2.80 

I PLEASE USE ONE BOX PER WORD BROWNHILLS f 
I NAME··························· ··· ···· ··· ··········· ············· I 

I

I ADDRESS ............. .... ... ..... ......... ....... .. ···· ··· .. . . Please insert the above advertisement in the next issue 
11 

Enclosed£ to cover cost of insertion. 1 ·' .................. ......................... ............ ... ......... ... . 
All advertisements are accepted subject to approval of copy. I 

I ·································......... ............... ........ .. ...... Send to : Gazette Publications, P.O. Box 1, 183 High Street, I 
I TEL: ... , .................. ,., .. ,. .. ...... ................. .... ..... ... Brownhills, Walsall, West Midlands WS8 6HW 1 -~ .--~----· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Claridges. Radio and T.V. 
43, HIGH STREET, -WALSALL WOOD 

Tel: Brown hills 373207 
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