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Friends of Brownhills Common 

Meeting 28th of April 2014 

1. Welcome and Introduction 

Apologies were made on behalf of Cllr Cassidy and Secretary Sharon Atkinson by Neal Jones, 
Chair. 

Sign in sheet was passed round. 

List of Attendees 

Neal Jones, Chairman  
David Jones 
Paul Hackett 
David Hockey 
Christine Lingard 
Roger Chandler 
Barry Poxon, Treasurer  
Douglas Birch MBE 
Eric Bayley 
Kevin Clements, Countryside and Urban Forestry Manager, Walsall Council 
Anne Smith, Greenspace Ranger, Walsall Council  
Helen Sanger, Countryside Ranger, Walsall Council 
 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting 

 

3. Matters Arising 

Barry offered thanks for the stumps installed on the parade.  
 
A discussion opened up about people still parking on the parade further up from the stumps. The 
question was asked if it would be possible to extend area with stumps further along the parade to 
prevent parking. Also it was asked if stickers/notes/leaflets could be put onto cars to advise 
motorists that they should not park along the parade. 
 
Kevin Clements offered to supply leaflets to the Friends of Brownhills Common.  
 
Neal Jones, chair raised the issue of flooding of the Black Path. 
 
Kevin Clements gave an update. He had been told by Kevin Gannon that he was awaiting a 
response from his line manager to see how any work done could be funded. 
 
Neal Jones asked if the Friends Group could get any funding to improve the path. To raise the path 
or have a raised bank adjacent to the path, to find the cheapest and or the best solution. 
 
Roger Chandler “need expert advice to find the best solution”. Roger also said that there had 
previously been a ditch. 
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Paul Hackett added that there used to be a ditch with a pipe that channelled the run off under the 
A5 to the back of the houses. 
 
Barry Poxon said that when the A5 was widened the drainage was affected. 
 
It was noted that the other tarmac path has also flooded in recent years. 
 
Kevin Clements informed the group that at the black path by the school there were no culverts to 
tap into, what was once there has been lost. The idea of raising the banks had been mentioned and 
that funding was being looked into. 
With regards to the other tarmac path Kevin pointed out that Natural England would need to be 
consulted and that it would be very unlikely that they would grant consent to drain the marsh 
land/wet heathland. Kevin also took the opportunity to state that it had been an exceptional year for 
weather and was in fact the wettest winter on record. 
 
Roger Chandler responded with “It’s every year now, it floods every year” 
 
The group agreed that they would have to rely on Kevin Gannon and colleagues to come back with 
a solution. It was highlighted that the black path is a public right of way. 
 
Doug Birch “Valid point, the Tarmac path is a Right of Way, it is the Councils responsibility. We 
shouldn’t worry about getting it done. There are professionals within the Council who can do it.”  
 
Another idea was suggested to dig an underground soak away, to fill it with gravel with the belief 
that it could hold a substantial amount of surface water but there was disagreement on how 
effective this would be with a high water level in the local area surrounding the path.  
 
There was discussion about how long the path had been there and that it was disappointing that it 
had been closed due to flooding especially as it is such an important route for people and especially 
because it is a Public Right of Way. 
 
Kevin Clements informed the group that public rights of way can be temporarily closed as in the 
case of the black path this year due to the flooding. 
 
Barry Poxon observed that the Tennis Courts were still dirty even though he had been told that they 
would be cleaned after they had flooded. Barry reminded the group that he needs a good court if he 
is to stand a chance of getting to Wimbledon.  
 
Anne Smith informed Barry that the request had been made and provided a reference number 
(102751) and date (27th of March) of that request. She had sent and e-mail but would chase it up. 
 
Neal Jones informed the group that with Barry he had met with Anne Smith to discuss funding. He 
asked the group to pass on any ideas they have for improvements that could be made to the 
common that they may be able to get funding for. Neal gave the example of mixed waste bins, 
benches and bench tables. Funding of a wooden walk way was discussed as was the positioning of 
bins and benches. Neal invited input for people to let him know what they wanted and where they 
would want it located. 
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Anne Smith let the group know about possible funding pots she had found that may be suitable for 
the Friends of Brownhills Common to apply for. Anne told the group about funding from a company 
called One stop who have funds £100-£1,000 that can be applied for. Anne also highlighted that 
WHG have up to £1,000 grants that can be applied for. 
Anne also reminded the group that when looking at how many bins to install and where they are to 
be located that ground maintenance teams need to be considered. They need to be consulted to 
see if they have the capacity to empty the bins with the limited resources they have especially after 
undergoing a restructure. 
 
Barry Poxon suggested a site visit where a subcommittee can go on to site to look to see where to 
place the bins and benches. 
 
4. Election of Officer 

Neal Jones Chair asked for someone to volunteer as Vice Chair.  
Roger Chandler volunteered but stated that he may miss meetings from May-November. 
Neal said that this would be very useful to the Friends of Brownhills Common to have a named Vice 
Chair especially when applying for funding. 
Vote. 
All agreed that Roger Chandler is to be the new Vice Chair and fill the vacant role. 
   
5. Brownhills Common SSSI heathland restoration update. 

Kevin Clements gave the group an update. He informed the group that the ruts left from the 
management work are to be levelled off during May with no further management work, all the trees 
felled had been removed off site. He let the group know that Tim Cleary, Operations Ranager, 
Countryside Services, Walsall Council is working up proposals for the next removals. He will be 
looking into resources to decide if it will be possible to do the work in one go or half one year and 
half the next. 

Neal said that his preference would be for the work to be conducted over the two years. 

6. Holland Park 

Flower bed upkeep/removal at the pull in-bus stop. 

Douglas Birch observed that over time a length of flowerbeds have been removed and grassed 
over. Doug informed the group that the memorial shelter was opened in 1956 and in fact had never 
been a bus shelter. The flowerbed at the front of the shelter was originally a rose garden to honour 
George Fullerlove a miner from Walsall Wood Colliery who always wore a rose in his lapel; he was 
a well known singer and raised thousands for charity.  

The bed had been kept as a rose garden but had fallen by the wayside and had different flowers 
over the years, now the bed is trampled and the shelter has been vandalised. The area is used as a 
drinking spot. The area was hard to maintain as a flowerbed with the regular need for replanting and 
clearing the litter. Douglas said that he would like it to be replaced and have regular maintenance.  

It was felt that few people knew that this was a memorial shelter and this knowledge had been 
forgotten/lost over time. The police/community wardens could keep an eye on it and approach 



Friends	  of	  Brownhills	  Common	  	   	   28.04.2014	  

people misusing the area and explain the significance of the memorial shelter in the hope of 
preventing further vandalism.  

Barry added that three years ago there was a lovely flowerbed and the Council grassed it over 
replacing flowers with shrubs that were easier to maintain. Barry felt that the Council are trying to 
get rid of flower beds. But felt that as a memorial shelter there should have been a consultation 
before the decision was taken to remove it. Barry wants the rose bed reinstated. 

Anne Louise Smith didn’t know the background of the shelter when she was in the police force and 
felt that many others were unaware that it was a memorial shelter and rose garden. 

Roger Chandler confirmed this and said that he didn’t know it was a memorial shelter and felt that it 
needs a plaque to depict this.   

7. Any other Business 

Roger Chandler raised the point that an area of hedge had been tidied up and wandered if this 
would be carried on further. 

KC was not aware of any work on the hedges taking place and noted that it was a strange time of 
year to undertake such work. 

Neal stated that with regards to the hedge between the cricket pitch that laying the hedge had been 
previously discussed and the decision was reached that the group didn’t want it doing. It was 
decided that it was a useful windbreak and should remain. 

KC reiterated that the proposal was only ever to lay it not to remove it. 

Neal summarised that the Friends of Brownhills Common had asked that this was not done, they did 
not want the hedge laying. 

It was highlighted that the changing rooms still look messy. 

Barry informed the group that the container is still being used and that the matter is in hand as 
Gareth Perrins-Seedhouse is looking into it. 

Legal Services update regarding the extent of common land. 

KC had not been updated but said had he would try to find out by the next meeting and that he 
would talk to Legal Services and Gareth Perrins-Seedhouse. 

Roger Chandler had said that the littering and rubbish is as bad as it was before the area was 
cleared. 

It had been discovered that a local resident’s bin had been raided and medication had been found 
amongst the rubbish. 

Anne Louise Smith offered to talk to the police to request patrols of the area are conducted. 

The point of drug driving was next raised. By the cricket pitch it has been observed that a row of 
cars often congregate and there is an associated smell of cannabis. It is believed that they leave 
litter and drive under the influence.  
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Barry advised anyone observing this behaviour to ring the police, get a log number. The intelligence 
is put onto the system, the more information they have the more patrols they can do. Ring 101 the 
non emergency line. 

Earl Beebee sent in a message regarding motorbikes, mini bikes/track bikes. 10.04.2014 9pm he 
was walking along the black path and was nearly hit by three mini bikes. He called the 101 non 
emergency line and said that he didn’t get anywhere.  

Barry said that he found the 101 number works very well, he got through to Bloxwich and asked to 
be put through to Brownhills, they went out and stopped the teenagers drinking. 

BioBlitz 16th-17th of May arranged by Morgan Bowers with activities including moth trapping, bat 
walks, amphibian and reptile surveys and bug hunting. All welcome, it promises to be a great event.  

Barry requested that an attendance list is included on the minutes from now on. 

8. Date and venue of next meeting  

Monday 16th of June 2014. Sign in at reception, Walsall Council Environmental Depot 200, Pelsall 
Road, Brownhills. WS8 7EN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes taken in meeting and written up by Helen Sanger, Senior Countryside Ranger as an interim 
measure. 	  


