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Third meeting of Friends of Brownhills Common following on from 26.11.2013  

1. Welcome and Introduction 

Agenda, Constitution, sign in sheet and copies of minutes provided by Paul Haines Chair 

Sign in sheet was passed round. 

Low ‘turn out’ was noted. 

2. Election of Officers 

3. Chairman- Paul Haines 
Vice Chairman- Neil Jones 
Secretary- vacant- we need someone 
Treasurer- Barbra Cassidy (Councillor) 
 
Chair highlighted the need to elect new officers to cover vacant position of secretary and possibly 
treasurer as Councillor Cassidy has been unable to attend last two meetings. It was noted that 
Councillor Cassidy is very busy with high demands on her time and that it may be unrealistic for her 
to be able to act as Treasurer. The officer vacancies were discussed by the group but there were no 
volunteers to fill the positions within the committee. 

Members of the local community are expressing their views to committee members but won’t or 
can’t attend Friends of Brownhills Common meetings. 

Chair asked if Friends of Brownhills Common could join existing Friends of Brownhills group. Barry 
agreed to ask the committee to put it to a vote during their next meeting in February. 

Doug pointed out the practical implications and limitations of joining the Friends groups including 
being less practical when applying for funding. Doug was of the opinion that more people need to 
get involved with the Friends of Brownhills Common rather than being under the umbrella of the 
existing Friends of Brownhills group that already has one sub-committee. Doug explained how vital 
the role of treasurer and secretary are in making bids for funding and that the roles need to be filled 
as soon as possible for the success of the group. 

Vice Chair Neal Jones offered to make posters to advertise the Friends of Brownhills Group with the 
purpose to get more people to attend meetings and join the committee. The posters will be put in 
the library and around Brownhills Common.  

Doug suggested that posters express the aims and objectives of the group highlighting the purpose 
of safeguarding the common and important local historical features to ensure that local residents 
are aware that the friends group covers more than just the trees on Brownhills Common.  

Chair Paul Haines agreed to put a flyer together and send copies out in conjunction with Neal 
Jones’s poster to try to attract more members to the group. 

Kevin Clements offered help printing, laminating and putting out posters/flyers but Paul Haines said 
that he was happy to organise it. 
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4. Constitution 

Revised version of the constitution was discussed including changes to use Brownhills Common 
opposed to ‘the wood’ as on the template constitution. 

Paul Haines identified that some details were missing from the third paragraph and that he would 
change accordingly and bring an updated constitution the next meeting. 

Paul asked if there were any other changes. 

Barry took the opportunity to express that he was not happy about the wording in the previous 
meetings minutes and pointed out in other Friends Groups that they review the minutes to see if 
they believe they are true and correct before they are accepted as a record of what was discussed 
during the meeting. 

“Hedge laying was mentioned and the group expressed concerns about hedge laying previously 
conducted. The group voted that the hedgerow along the northern edge of Holland Park and the 
southern boundary of the SSSI not to be laid even though it is detailed within the scheme of works. 
Several members of the group felt that the hedge currently is of great value as it stands and acts as 
a welcome wind break for spectators watching the football matches on the field. KC said that this 
work will be delayed and discussed with the groups concerns being noted.” From 26th November 
2013 minutes, second meeting. 

Barry felt that the wording that ‘the groups concerns being noted’ wasn’t sufficient and that this 
could be misconstrued. 

This highlighted the need for the secretary role to be filled but there were still no volunteers. Chair 
highlighted that a Walsall Council officer taking the notes could only be a temporary measure. 

5. Friends Meetings – Where? 

 Locations for the next meeting were discussed. Several suggestions were made for free venues.  

Kevin Clements offered the option of holding the next meeting of the Friends of Brownhills Common 
at the Environmental Depot, 200, Pelsall Road at no charge. 

This was agreed by the committee. 

Gareth Perrins-Seedhouse offered to give the Friends of Brownhills Common a start up grant of 
£100 once an account has been set up.  

The opportunity was taken to discuss applying for other funding including lottery bids and 
approaching local businesses. Experience within the group from Doug and Paul highlighted the 
difficulties including the exact wording on bids to be successful in receiving funding of receiving 
funding.  

Gareth pointed out that the Council would assist with making bids and said that within the Council 
there are officers experienced in making such bids and would have a good knowledge of local and 
regional funding. 

Doug reminded the group unless the constitution is finalised and a treasurer is found that a bank 
account for the Friends of Brownhills Common cannot be set up and funding could not be awarded.  
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6. Brownhills Common SSSI heath land restoration update. 

Holland Park 

Gareth Perrins-Seedhouse spoke about improvement works at Holland Park. 

Gareth invited the group to give their input.  

Everyone was in agreement that the path needed to be resurfaced. 

Litter from the football teams using the park over the weekend was highlighted as tape from the 
football boots and drinks bottles are being left.  

It was asked if the toilets could be repainted. Anne Smith discussed some of the problems there had 
been with antisocial behaviour in and around the toilets at Holland Park. Anne also highlighted that 
due to the numbers of rangers being cut so greatly in recent years that there was a noticeable 
reduction in ranger presence within individual parks leaving them more vulnerable to incidents of 
antisocial behaviour.  

It was agreed that the broken paving slabs will be removed to improve the appearance of the 
general area.  

PH asked if it would be a possibility to remove the toilets as they are locked anyway. 

Gareth informed the group that in consultation that toilets had ranked very highly in what people 
wanted within parks. There are very few such facilities and by keeping the toilets they can be 
unlocked for events and school days.  

Doug asked if it would be possible to re-tarmac car park to have an extended area to increase the 
number of parking spaces which would be an advantage to park and other users. This idea of 
having a better parking facility was received well by the group. 

Gareth agreed to explore the costs but made the point that he was working within a tight budget.  

Bins have been vandalised within the park, Gareth has allocated money for metal bins. Gareth 
offered to do a walk over the park to see where people would like the bins to be allocated.  

Barry made the request that if Holland Park is to be developed in the future then it should not be 
done at the bottom where it floods. 

Gareth asked if people where generally happy with what had been proposed and let the group know 
that work was due to start in mid January.  

Gareth said that he was happy for people to meet with member of staff to talk through the thinning 
work. 

PH agreed that it does need work done to tidy up the area. 

Last year the area was selectively thinned in line with good practice, once thinned out it opened up 
the view. 



Friends	  of	  Brownhills	  Common	  	   	   17.12.2013	  

Barry raised the issue that snowdrops planted between the trees may be trampled during the 
thinning work. KC agreed that if location of the snowdrops can be identified that they will try to avoid 
damaging them.  

Gareth asked the group how safe people felt working in the park with regards the line of site and 
asked that if it would be an improvement to lower or remove the broom.  

PH observed that if the broom was cut that people will walk through as a short cut trampling the 
ground making it muddy. 

Gareth said that it would be a possibility to reduce the height so people can see over but not be able 
to walk over it which was the favoured solution.  

Friday 3rd January walk over to meet on site at Holland Park Car Park to discuss scheduled 
plantation and thinning work. 

Heathland Management  

Kevin Clements informed the group that the Forestry Commission had granted felling licences in 
December for plantation 11 and 15. Work will start in early January.  

The replacement tree planting to the South West of Chester Road will be a mix of native broadleaf 
mix including Oak, Hazel and Birch.  

7. Any other Business 

It was mentioned that chippings been left behind the hussy arms. KC agreed to go and look and 
pass on his findings at the next Friends of Brownhills Common meeting. 

The question was raised of how to stop people parking on the parade when dropping off or 
collecting children to school. Signs, a new car park and bollards along the length of the parade were 
suggested as solutions.  

PH agreed that this was a problem that needs looking into and that the school should be involved. It 
was felt that re-education of the parents was needed to highlight the safety risks the cars pose. PH 
stated that this item would be put on the agenda for the next meeting of the Friends of Brownhills 
Common.  

8. Date and venue of next meeting 

The next meeting of Friends of Brownhills Common is to take place at the Environmental Depot 
200, Pelsall Road at 7pm on Thursday 13th of February 2014.  

 

 

 

Notes taken in meeting and written up by Helen Sanger, Senior Countryside Ranger as an interim 
measure until a secretary is found. 	  


