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THE GROWTH OF WALSALL WOOD 

The area originally comprised three main settlements, 

Shelfield, Walsall Wood and Clayhanger. It consisted mainly of 
a wooded area on the outer edges of Cannock Wood, combined with 
common land until the 19th century. 

Walsall Wood was the main settlement of the area, the 
earliest recorded community being at Bullings Heath, which was at 
the junction of Green Lane and Hall Lane. By 1763 a settlement 
had grown up at Paul •s Coppice, although it did not bear that name 
until 1805. The area now known as Coppice Wood was originally 
called 'Goblin's Pit Wood'. There was once a limestone mine there 
and it is believed that the l imestone from that mine was used for 
building bridges and loc ks during t he canal building boom of the 
18th and 19th centuries. The canal through Walsall Wood was 
opened in the 19th century, as part of the Daw End Branch of the 
Wyrley and Essington Canal. It started at Catshill Junction, 
passed southwards through Walsall Wood then on to the Hay Head 
limestone works and thence to Walsall. There is evidence to 
suggest that dwellings in Hall ' Lane, Boatman ' s Lane, Hollinder•s , 
Lane and Brickkiln Lane belonged to people who helped to build 
the canal and afterwards settled down to live in Walsall Wood. 
The Walsall Wood parish registers support this idea - the records 
include references showing that boatmen and navigators were married 
and buried at St. John's Church. The main road, or rather pathway, 
at this time ran over Walsall Wood Common to Catshill approximately 
in line with what are now Brownhills Road and Lindon Road. 

The Victoria County History of Staffordshire [vol. xvii, 

p.277] states that "In 1619 237 people were in receipt of 
Mollesley•s Dole". This ancient charity entailed the distribution 
of one penny to every man, woman and child in the Borough and 
Foreign of Walsall, of which Walsall Wood was a part. The 
distribution was originally made by the Mace-Bearers on Twelfth 
Night. They were required to visit every house in the Borough and 
Forei gn and enq u ire the number of people therein and deliver a 
pe nny to each , i ncl ding strangers as well as residents. In 1661 
38 ~ ~eoole fro ~a1sa~- ~ood received this penny dole. This 



would seem to suggest that the village had grown somewhat in size 
during the century. 

The pr act i ce of distributing Mollesley•s Dole was 

di scont inu ed in 1824 and Corporation almshouses were established 

i nstead. This did little for the inhabitants of Walsall Wood - in 
1825 it was said that ~The people of this area consist entirely of 
paupers". In 1835 the new Corporation of Walsall was established 
and, although Walsall Wood appeared on maps as part of Walsall, it 
did not qualify for the purpose of administration of the Poor Law. 

In 1837 the population of Walsall Wood was about 900. They 
were mainly nailmakers and chainmakers by trade - the census of 
1841 showed that the ~opulation was made up of people following 
these occupations:-

Butchers 1 

Ti le Makers 6 
Boatmen 30 
Chainmakers 40 

Wheelwrights 
Brickmakers 3D-
Blacksmiths 3 

Limestone Miners 7 
Bricklayers 13 

Colliers 9 

The last nail ma ker 1n Wals a ll ood was one Abraham Harrison, who 

ceased to trade in 1896 and died in 1904 . The blacksmiths all 
be 1 o n g e d to t he J a c le so n f a m i 1 y , a f a the r a n d h i s two s on s • I n 
1843 there was a blacksmith named Sa uel Jackson who ran a smith~ 
near the Red Lion public house. This smithy remained in 
opera t i on u n t i 1 1 9 6 0 . ' 0 n 1 y two fa m i 1 i e s i n W a 1 sa 1 1 Wood we re 
rich enough to employ servants. Th ey were the family who lived 
at Walsall Wood Grange, a farm nea r Goblin's Pit Wood, and the 
Reverend Harper's home. At th is time there was no doctor in 
Walsall Wood, but there was a midwife by the name of Ruth Stokes. 
The rest of the population was made up of agricultural w~rkers. 

By 1851 the population had risen to 1,142 and miners and 

their families were now in the majority, although mining had not 
yet begun in Walsall Wood itself. Most of these men worked at the 
colliery in Shelfield. Ten years later, due mainly to the further 
development of mining in the area and the opening of the 
brickyards, the population had risen to 1,930. 

Records show that 'Etruria Marl • from Walsall Wood had been 
used in the manufacture of bricks since at least 1775 - at Shire 



Oak. Now brickyards opened up around the opencast mines which 
spread along Salters Road, towards Aldridge. Although these 
early mines soon closed down, the brickmaking continued. At one 
time there were six large brickyards in the area, producing the 
now famous Staffordshire Blue bricks. During the 1870•s a 
brickworks was opened in the colliery at Paul •s Coppice, but it 
closed down sometime between 1916 and 1937. Today, in 1982, only 
two brickworks still operate in the area~ Ibstock Brick and 
Barnett and Beddows, both in Aldridge. 

Between 1871 and 1891, the population rose to 3,242 and it 
was during this period that the Walsall Wood Colliery opened. It 
was also during this time of e xpansion that the first public 
services were established to serve the needs of the growing 
community. There was a police stat i on, a sewage works near Green 
Lane, a gas-works at Catshill Junction, several shops and a Post 
Office. It was here that letters arrived daily from Walsall at 

7.00 a.m. and were despatched fro m Walsall Wood at 7.00 p . m. There 
was also a carrier to Walsall on Tuesdays ~ and Saturdays -market 
days -and to Birmingham on Thursdays. There were still one or two 
farms in the area to supply food for the village. . Dairy Farm in 
Hall Lane produced beef, bar l ey and potatoes; there ·was also a farm 
at Bullings Heath -Grange Farm- and a smallholding where Vigo 
Farm now stands. 

In the late 19th century some of the familiar roads were laid 
out. Holly Bank Road was opened in 1876 - we know this today as 
King Street and Beechtree Road. Other new roads included Queen 
Street, Vigo Road, Coppice Road, Camden Street, Lindon Road, 
Friezland Lane and Brownhills Road. These last three roads were 
laid out over the area then known as Walsall Wood Common. In 1882, 
1 railway line had been opened up from Aldridge, passing through 
Walsall Wood to Norton Canes to carry freight goods, mainly coal 
and iron ore. Then in 1884 a passenger line was opened and a 
station was built in Walsall Wood on Lichfield Road, between St. 
John•s church school and Coppice Road. The village continued to 
grow steadily. A tram service was introduced in 1904 between 
Walsall and Walsall Wood. In 1927 it was replaced by a bus 
service. By 1921, when the population numbered 8,351, there was 
a well establi shed s hopping area near the parish church. The 
colliery pro s pered and many new metal manufacturing indu s tries 
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were esta blished in the area, includin g an iror. ; o r = :eech 
Tre e Road. The re were many public houses in ~~e area : _ :-es 
of which reflec ted occupations and ente rtain rne~ :s o : : : :as:. 

e.g. The Black Cock (cock-fighting), the Bric"...,a·::rs - s. : e 

Beehive, and the Boat, sometimes called 'the Boo~ 

that this confus ion about the name was due to tre -oca 
the word 'boat' often sounds 1 i ke 'boot ' in Blac 
Many of the old inn s and public hou ses have, 
but som e still remain, such as the Red Lion, kept ~n 
Thomas Stokes, the Bl ack Cock, the Royal Exchange, : : 
Jockey, and the Hawthorn, now called Tip pers. 

Wakes Week was held in Walsall Wood every year 

- .: : · ::. r-- - ___ , 
arce. 

. :; 

week of October or . the first week in November up u ~=- •: -

1924 the Electric Picture Palace , a ci nema, was ooe e: - : :--ses 
in Brookland Road; it cont inued to operate up un~;· 

was not demol ished until 1974. 

By 1931, the popu lation had fa' le~ -o 7 .5s -. 

had some connection with the closure o: :~e :a::: 

. the loca l railway line in 1930. re:~::":: 

carried on operati ng unt ll 962. - -- ~-- : -:.:e - -
area by buil ding new housins estc..~es ,-.::. --

t:- --:: 

Salters Road and by the introcuc:io D: ::-:: -- .:s 

--

.: 

industries around the area. : n 19~:. a:::r :re Seconc 
-:: 

two more hous ing estates were built, o-e : eas:err. 
Salters Road and one in the Friez lana ~ar.e arEa. 

----- : ~ e 

ar, 
: - ............... 

population had risen again to 8,805, aue to ~ e re-nous.:n; of 
people from other parts of the town and a'so .... ram Bir~in~na~. 

where there had be~n a great deal of war da~age to homes. There 
was also, at this time, much encouragement for industries to move 
to such areas of new development. 

In 1966 Walsall Wood became part of the Urb an District of 
Aldridge-Brownhills and, during the next few years, considerable 
development took place. Old and insanitary premises were 
demolished and replaced by more modern houses. This was 
partic ul arly the case in High Street and Lichfield Road, which 
was now becoming an e xtremely busy trunk r oad, carrying a great 
deal of traffic. In 1973 more houses were demolished in 
Lic hfield Road to provide access to Oak Pa rk Re~reation Ce ntre, 



which was being bu i l t to provide sport facilities for the 

community. At this time a large supermarket was built on the 
corner of Salters Road and Lichfield Road. 

Then, in 1974, with the rest of Aldrid~e-Brownhills U.D.C., 
Walsall Wood became part of the new Metropolitan Borough of Walsall. 
Since then many changes have occurred, including further ~ousing 
developments and more . light industries have al~o settJed . ~n the area. 
The widening of the once narrow humped-backed bridge over the 
canal in High Street has considerably eased the traffic bottle-
neck which occurred daily. A further service was introduced for 
the residents of Walsall Wood in 1981, when the Nei_ghbourhood 
Office was built in Coppice Road. However, despite all these new 
developments the population has not grown in the past thirty years. 
It still remains aro~nd the 8,000 mark, according to t~e latest 
available figures in 1981 • . However, in comparison with 1921 when 
the population was abou t the same as it is now, the present 
shopping facilities are very poor. 

MINING IN WALSALL WOOD 

Mining was carr1ed out in Walsall Wood for many years. 

The first ~its were 'bell pits', built around the Salters Road 
area. There was also a limestone pit at 'Goblins Pit Wood', now 
known as Coppice Wood in Green Lane. 

The Walsall Wood Colliery was formed by a group of wealthy 
Walsall people with little or no previous mining experience. 
Shaft sinking commenced in 1874, after a l ease had been obtained 
from the Earl of Bradford. At the time of sinking, the Walsall 
Wood shafts were the largest (15 feet in diameter) and the 
deepest (576 yards) in the Cannock Chase coalfield. The 'upcast' 
shaft ('No. 2') sinking was started first and completed in record 
time. The two shafts sunk were both brick lined throughout and in 
the 'downcast' shaft there was a lining of steel tubing reaching 
down for about thirty yards in order to counteract the action of 
loose s~nd. The cage, which took the men down the sh~ft, had two 
decks and carried 24 me n. Any water which came into the sh aft was 
piped into a sump a t the bottom a nd each day, for two to three 
hours, th e water had to be drawn up, using a large tank fastened 
to the cage . 



l 
The first recorded working faces were in the 'Deep' coal 

south of the shafts in 1879, which was worked until 1949. Du~ing 

the life of the colliery 10 more seams were opened. In the late 
19th century the Company took over the Pelsall Coal and Iron 
Company whose engineer, a Mr. English, had been working on a 
design for a coal cutter. This was then developed and worked 
underground at Walsall Wood Colliery. At the time it was one of 
the first coal cutting machines in the country. Another special 
feature of the Walsall Wood mine was the ventilating system. 
Until about 1950 there was a furnace near to the bottom of the 
upcast shaft. This was kept burning continuously and f r esh air 
was drawn into the mine through the downcast shaft · and sent out 
through the other. This system worked extremely well and a 
replica of the furnace was made for a mining exh i bition at Wembley. 
This is how it was described:-

"MODEL OF VENTILATING FURNACE AT WALSAL L WOOD CO Lli ER Y. 
Lent by the Walsall Wood Co l l i ery Co . Ltd. 87 9. 

This model is es pec i a l l y i nt er esting , as it re presents 
a furnace actual l y a t work a t t he present, w ic as 
been in conti nuous use s in ce 1879 . 

The Wa l sa l l Wood furnace has a gr ate 6 ft.9 i n . ong 
by 4ft. wide, is built of ordinary brick an d lin ed 
firebrick. The roof is strong sandstone, hence fea r 
of spontaneous combustion in the surroundi ng s t ra t a is 
remote. The mine is 550 yds. deep, and is non - gassy . 
Its capacity is 100,000 cubic ft. of air pe r mi nute, 
at a water - gauge of from 1.2 to 1.5 in., depending on 
the temperature of air at the surface; the fuel used 
is about 1.16 pence per 100,000 ft. of air. " 

In 1950 the furnace was removed and a ventilation fan installed 
in its place. 

Between 1916 and 1949 the manpower at the mine totalled about 
1,000 including miners, surface workers and all other staff. 
During the 1920's 50 to 60 horses were used in the mi~e -they 
were rarely brought to the surface during the whole of their 
working life. Coal from the mine was transported to various 
parts of the Black Country, either by rail to the South 

. 
~ 



Staffordshire Railway line at Pelsall, or by horse drawn canal 
barges, since the coal could be loaded directly into the barges 
at the canal basin on the colliery site. 

Single shift working was introduced at the colliery in June 

1963, because of difficulties in working the limited reserves 
left. At that time 600 men were employed and 140 of them were 
transferred to other collieries in the area. The colliery was 
closed on 30 October 1964 due to the exhaustion of the economic 
reserves and the remaining men were transferred to other 
collieries. One of the old shafts is now used for the disposal 
of industrial waste . 

WALSALL WOOD PARISH CH URCH - SAINT JOHN'S 

7 

Prior to the 19th century, there was no church building of 
any kind in Walsall Wood. However a visiting minister, one 
Reverend J. B. Owen, came to the village to give religious 
instruction in one of the villagers cottages. There is also 
evidence to suggest that a room at the Horse and Jockey public 
house was made available for some services. 

Walsall Wood, being part of the 'Foreign' of Walsall and 
part of Walsall Parish, had to apply to the Parish for permission 
to build a church in Walsall Wood. So in August 1821 a petition 
requesting a church was presented by the inhabitants of Walsall 
Wood, telling the Governors of the Parish that it was very 
necessary as they had no permanent place in which to worship God. 
The Governors rejected this petition, so a second one was presented 
in 1822. This aiso was rejected in favour of a chapel to be built 
on the Bridge in Walsall. Although the Governors themselves were 
not willing to build a church in Walsall Wood, they gave a £50 
donation and appointed collectors from all over the Parish of 
Walsall to collect money for a new church. Reverend J. Downes 
came from Burton-on-Trent to take services on a regular basis in a 
small school-room and he started a collection in the village 
itself. The Earl of Bradford indicated that he was prepared to 
make available a piece of land in the centre of the village 
whenever it was required. The site given by the Earl was the area 
around St. John's Close, as it is now called, where the church now 
stands. 



On 22 August 1837 the Church was consecrated a "Chapel of 
Ease" in th e Parish of Walsall . The first curate was Mr. P. G. 
Harper, also the curate of Pelsall. He took services at Ogley 
Hay as well as at Pelsall and Walsall Wood and remained curate of 
Walsa l l Wood for 22 years. 

Th e cost of building the Church was £1,200 . 400 seats were 
provided, of which 310 were free. This suggests that most of the 
inhabitants were too poor to buy their own seats in the Church, 
as was the custom in those days. This emphasises the working 
class character of the area at that time. The Church was built 
of Staffordshire Blue brick in the •Lancet Gothic• style, with 
stone dressings and a square tower. The first burial at the new 
church took place in October 1837, when Ann Yoxton, aged 3 months, 
of Clayhanger was buried in the churchyard . The d~te of the 
first baptism is not recorded, altho~gh the first child to be 
received into the Church was Thomas Kimberley of Walsall Wood, 
born on 17 December 1836. 

In 1845 the status of the Chu rch was rais ed. It became a 
separate district and was re - named t he •chape lry District of St. 
John, Walsall Wood• and could now conduct i ts own affairs, 
instead of being dependent on the Wa lsa ll Parish. From this time 

the Church beca me available for wedding s, the first one being on 
Christmas Day f845 when Charles lindford, a butcher of Walsall 
Wood, married Martha Nous, ~ huckster, or street trader, of 
Ogley Hay. 

In 1859 Mr. E. J. Huntsman became incumbent, in place of Mr. 
Harper and after he left in 1868 there followed a time when, 
except for a two-year period, no one held that office at all. 
Then in 1876 a man who was to become dear to the hearts of all 
the community took office. His name was the Reverend Thomas 
Reakes and he was to remain in office until his death in 1903. 
During the next ten years there was a considerable rise in the 
population of the village and the graveyard surrounding the 
church was becoming rather full. It was decided, therefore, to 
close it completely and to open a new one in what is now 
Brookland Road . In 1886 and 1896 the church was enlarged. The 
North Ais le a nd the Chancel were ad ded in 1886 and the South Aisle 
and the Ve stry in 1896. These extensions were built of ordinary 
red brick, so , today, only the We st Wall and the tower remain of 



the original Staffordshire Blue Brick building. Also in 1896 an 
organ was installed, the makers being Nicholson and Lord of 
Walsall. Then in 1903 a new tenor bell, weighing 6 cwt. 1 qtr . 
23 lbs., was donated by the family of the late Dr. Cooke and 
inscribed to his memory. In May of that year a clock was 
installed in the tower. A fund to provide a clock for the tower 
had been started some twenty years earlier in response to an 
article in the Walsall Observer from a traveller pointing out 
that ••no clock existed anywhere between Walsall and Lichfield" . 
The clock was made and installed by the Midland Clock Works at 
Derby, who still maintain it to this day. The clock is 4 feet in 
diameter with a pendulum weighing approximately 1 cwt. It ' also 
had all the latest improvements of the time, including 
automatic lighting at night and a very clear dial. A special 
ceremony was held on 1 May 1903 for the insta llation of the clock 
and the local schoolchildren were given a half-day holiday to mark 
the occasion. 

The body of the Reverend Thomas Reakes was laid to rest in 
the churchyard on 2 December 1903. The school was closed on that 
day and many of the villagers sincerely mou rned him. A memorial 
tablet to this well loved figure was subsequently placed in the 

church and can still be seen today. Mr. Reakes • successor was 
Walter William Boulter, who was to become the longest serving 
incumbent of the Parish. 

The War Memorial whiGh stands in front of the church was 

erected shortly after the First World War and was inscribed with 
the names of the Walsall Wood men who died in the conflict. Also 
inscribed, at a later date, are the names of the fallen from the 
Second World War. 1930 brought the Grove Pit Disaster. Inside 
the church there is a commemorative miner•s lamp, inscribed with 
the names of miners involved in that disaster. 

In 1933 Mr. J. Stackhouse became Vicar of Walsall Wood and 
he remained so until 1956, so that in 80 years the Parish had 
known only three incumbents. John H. Evans was the next vicar -
he cleared up the old churchyard and lawned the area around the 
church. He was followed in 1964 by Mr. J. P. Druce and, whilst 
he was vicar, the old vicarage was demolished and a more modern 
one built at the rear of the church. In 1974 the present vicar, 
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Walsall Wood Parish Church, early 20th century. 

Walsall Wood Railway Station under flood, 1931. 
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Walsall Wood High Street, c.1910. 

Walsall Wood High Street, c.1950. 
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Mr. Maurice Rhodes, came to the parish. Since hi s ~rrivaT a 
massive renovation scheme has been undertaken. This has involved 
the renew a 1 of the o 1 d b u i 1 d i n g , e 1 e c t r i c a 1 r e'W i r i n g , red e cor at i on 
and carpeting and new windows have also been put in. 

OTHER CHURCHES IN WALSALL WOOD 

In 1861 a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel was built on the Turnpike 

Road, just south-west of the canal bridge. The building itself 
still exists today but not as a place of worship , for, since 1946, 
the building has been used by W. Hawkins & Son, Organ Bu i lders. 
In 19D2 a new chapel was built on the north side of the canal 
bridge, but it was closed down and demolished in 1959 , because of 
wood rot . 

An Ebenezer Primitive Methodist Chape l was built on the same 
road , just north-east of the Royal Exchange Inn i n 1863 . This is 
no longer in existence but a ne w c hapel was bu il t al most opposite 
the old s i te i n 1891 and adjacent to it a Su nday Sc hool , which was 
built in 1908 . Both bu i ldings are still in us e t oday . The Sunday 
School i s a lso us ed regularly by the Boys• and Gir ls ' Brigades. 

There was also a c ha pe l of unknown denomi nation on the corner 

of Beechtree Road an d King Street and, ac co r ding to some elderly 
residents of the area, it was s uppos ed to have been a private 
school as well as a chape l . 

EDUCAT I ON IN WA l SALL WOOD 

Litt l e education was available in Walsall Wood or the 
surrounding area pr ior to the 19th century , unless you were rich 
and could afford to pay someone to teach your children. In 1804, 
however, two l adies began to teach reading to the children of 
Walsall Wood and Shelfield - appro xi mately 40 children were 
taught in someone's front parlour. Then a Sunday School was 
be~un in a room at the Horse and Jockey Inn. Here children of 
al l ages were given religiou s instructinn. 

The fi r st pr oper s choolroom wa s built at the corner of 
Coppice Ro ad and Lich f ield Ro ad in 1825 fo r us e as a Sund ay 
School. Th e Reverend J . B. Owen to ok cha rg e and th e chi ld ren 



who attended were taught to read and write. Then the National 
Society for the Education of the Poor, a Church of England Society 
established in 1811, made a building grant available to help with 
the costs of building a school. Land was leased from the Earl of 
Bradford and the school was built almost opposite the blacksmith•s 
shop in High Street. The school was named St. John•s School and 
it opened in 1829. 50 boys and 50 girls were admitted under the . 
care of a schoolmaster , Mr . James Smart. For the first time daily 

education was availab l e for all local children. By 1833 68 boys 
and 68 girls attended on weekdays and 80 boys and 84 girls 
attended on Sundays. 

A new National Schoo l was buil t i n 1859 and t his one had a 
schoolmaster•s house bui lt at the side . I t i s s i tuated in 
Lichfield Road on lan d belo ngin g t o the Earl of Bradford. In 1882 
an infants school was added at the rear and the orig i na l building 
was enlarged in 1898 . On Sunday mornings the men of the village 
attended the school to learn to read and write. These men also 
built a new classroom near to the schoolhouse. 

In 1932 the school was reorganised into separate infant and 
junior schools, then in 1974 they merged again to form one school. 
Shortly after this a new school was built in Brook Lane but the 
ol d school is still there - the infants school is now used as a 

nursery school. 

In 1903 a Board School was open~d near the corner of 
Brownhills Road and Lichfield Road. The first Headmaster was a 
Mr. Street. This corner has been known for many years as •street•s 
Corner• . 

At first there were only five classrooms and in these children 
aged between five and fourteen were taught reading, writing and 

arithmetic. There was also a subject called drill, which was 
rather like army drill. In some classrooms the desks were tiered, 
going from the front to the back of the room and the teacher•s 
des k stood on the floor level at the bottom. Talking in class was 
r a rely a llowed in tho s e days. There were no indoor toilets, only 

brick buildings in the playground, fitted with primitive 



facilities and the playground was covered with Staffordshire Blue 
brick which became very slippery after rain. 

In 1906 an infants school was built and in 1912 an extension 
was added to the main building . At this time children in each 
class numbered between 60 and 70~ many of them having to work in 
the corridor due to lack of space. Then in 1931-32 the school 
was again enlarged, the hall and top classroom being added. In 
1948 the Secondary Modern School took over the main school buildings 
and the infant and junior school had to use the old infant school 
and some huts at the bottom of the playground. During the 1950's 
there were 450 children occupying the main building and 400 
children in the infant and junior department. In 1959 the school 
playground was covered with tarmac for safety reasons. 

In 1966 a new Secondary Modern School was built next to Shire 
Oak Grammar School, so the Infants and Juniors were able to move 
back into the main building. A 'trainer' swimming pool was built 
in 1969 - most of the money for this was raised by holding 
sponsored walks, raffles, jumble sales etc. Now, in 1982, nearly 
80 years after the school was built, there are eleven full-time 
teachers with approximately 280 ch i ldre n in nine classrooms - 3 
infants and 6 juniors. The classrooms today look very different -
the desks have now disappeared and gro ups of tables hBve taken 
their place. There is a much more informal atmosphere. The old 
infant school is now a Youth Centre and only one of the classroom 
huts remains in use. There is some evidence of mining subsidence 
around the school -two or three shafts from the old Walsall Wood 
Colliery run below the school. Occasionally, there are minor 
shifts in _ the foundations which cause cracks to appear in the 
~alls of the buildings and buttresses and iron crossbars have been 
added as support against further subsidence. 

In 1960 a new primary school opened in Walsall Wood. At the 
time it was called 'Holly Lane School • but in 1961 the name was 
changed to 'Castlefort School'. The building of this school 
considerably eased the overcrowding in the other schools in the 
area. Shire Oak Comprehensive School was opened in 1961 as a 
Grammar School. It later merged with Walsall Wood Secondary 
Modern School to form a Comprehensive School. 
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I was born a: ·
licence, 55 years ~;~ 
Three small cotta;e: 

Road, by the Ivy House off
still stand i ng today. 

s~~~~ :~ere have now been demolished . 
I remember t hat :~e :::-:;: ~ac se,en brick stairs on the twist 
and you came u~ :~ - e ~:::e of ~"e big bedroom . I also remember 

the flush to il~~= =~- her. was about 5 years old- at the 
most. : -:: o~cket toilets at the bottom of the 
garden and the-e : ~ as 'n ight soil men' used to come during 
the night to e-::_ They had a l arge cart horse pulling a 
cart and eac h -a ea r·e: a flame torch. I oft~n watched them 
from my bedroc- here a bungalow now stands on Street's 
Corner, I can e en:e a thatched cottage that had a l adder 
instead of sta-rs ;c· ; up t o the bedroom. A family by the name 
of Morgan 1", e:: ere, ~u t they moved across the road to near the 
end of : H oll~ -~~e. -~e tha tched cottage had its front door 
facing Lichf:e·_ =:a: ot Brownhills Road as the bungalow has now . 

When 

house a nd 
school was ~ 

and I can re 
what 
road fro~ :~e :r: 

: 

:s a child, he lived at the Shire Oak public 
:-e brewery at the back of the house after 
~e~e wa s a tall chimney stack at the brewery 
~early all the people of the village going up 
:~e cutti ng', which was the short stretch of 
:• the hill to where the traffic lights are 

now. EverJ: e c: tnere to see the chimney stack demolished. I 

seem to re- e~:e~ :-a: th ey made a hole in the bottom of the stack 
and lit a : · e ·~ :~. Then the stack came down inta~t and a huge 
cloud of c s: ~::ea~ed. I think the 'cutting' got its name 
because ~~e~e as a steep embankment on either side of the road. 

~arrow. The houses now have a sharp incline up 
to the ir _ ::~:. 

time, b~: : :: 

crac k ed~ 

e res ervoir on Shire Oak was never used in my 
~ear the old people now talking about it being 

, .~~:-
-~ --- s er itself used to have a very high hedge round 

i t ' w~ere :~e r-~ 
~c sa:es are now. I can remember going through 

gap in -. : s eage :o cro ss the road into Salters Road. -

~~e~ - ~as a c-::d I was told that my grandfather, Joe 

Southa··, ~cse ~a-e is on one of the foundation stones of the 

a 



Ebenezer Ch apel, was on the local council and worked very hard to 
get an e l ectric street light erected. Eventually, a lamp was 
e r ected outside the Royal Exchange public house and I believe that 
this was the only street lamp in the area for some time. 

There were many horses and carts ibout when I was a child and 
because of this a blacksmith was necessary . The blacksmith's shop 
in Walsall Wood was near the canal bridge in the High Street. Mr. 
Allen used . to deliver the miners coal allowance. He had a large 
white horse and I well remember having to stand back when he came 
by with his cart piled high with coal . My friends and I used to 
play. skipping with an old clothes line stretched across the road 
to mike room for several children to skip at the same time. There 

were hardly any motor vehicles in those days so it wasn't 
dangerous - these days you can hardly cross the road safely, let 
alone play in the road . 

All the miners came home in t he ir 'pit black' as it was 
ca l led, they all wo r e mo les kin t ro us er s and had a large green 
water bottle in a po cket s titched on th e i r coats by their wives 
or mothers. They a l l we nt home to hav e a bath in a zinc bath by 
the hearth in front of a big fire i n the winter, for there was no 
such thing as pit hea d baths then. 

The mil kman, a Mr. Mo (Moses) Bailey, came round in a horse 
and cart with milk churns in the back, he measured your milk with 
one of the measuring jugs which hung around his bucket in all 
different s i zes. Joe , the ice cream man, had a brow~ pony and a 

. . 
round cart with something like a pelmet on the top. You could buy 
cornets for ~d. or 1d. and, if you were well off, a thick round 
wafer for 2d. A Mr. Blakemore came round with a flat cart piled 
high with rabbits, you could pick what you liked for 6d. and they 
made a very good meal. 

Lots of families kept their own fowl in pens in the back 
garden and lots of them also had a pigsty with a pig or two in . 

Our pig was always slaughtered in our own back ya rd and there 
would be hams and flitches of bacon hanging on the wall of the 
staircase or just off the ceiling i n the living room and great 
bi g bowls of home f ed lard in the pantry. 



Blacksmith's shop, Hi gh St r eet, 1959. 

Miners' families at a soup kitchen, during the ·General Strike, 1926. 
Photograph courte sy of Mr . Eddie Bird, per Mr. John Sale. 

Two of the many photographs added to the collection in 1983. 
Both are views of Walsall Wood . 



'~ 
Where the library now stands there was a shop kept by a Mr. 

Yeomans. It was to this shop that we took the wireless 
accumulators to be charged up. An accumulator was a square 
shaped glass bottle with a handle on, they had some kind of acid 
in them . Where the Naybrook Estate now stands there was a large 
pit mound with flames always licking up here and there and the 
wheel and winding gear used to be at the pit head where Effluent 
Disposal is now. The wheel used to spin just when lowering the 
cage with the miners in going down the shaft. We could hear the 

pit hooters blowing from the various pits around the area (each 
having its own sound) to let the miners know it was time for the 
cage to go down. If they missed it, it meant a day•s loss of work 
as the cage didn•t go down again for late corners and that also 
meant the loss of a day•s money. At the back of where Oak Park 
swimming baths is now there used to be a cultivated field which 
had a brick building in the centre . This was where the explosives 
were kept for use at the mine - it was called the •magazine hut • . 

I can remember Walsall Wood Railway Station in operation, we 
would catch the train there to go to Sutton Park. Then there 
were always the barge people along the canals, with their 
brightly coloured barges being pulled along by a big horse. The 
barge would be filled with coal or iron ore for the foundries. 
The bargee•s wife would pop her head out of the hatch and empty 
the teapot or a bowl of water, or something like that into the 
canal and then disappear down the hatch again. There was usually 
a dog running alongside the barge as well . 

I remember Salters Road when it had a lot of common land on 
either side of it. There were two rather large pools on the side, 
where we used to catch tadpoles and newts. Then the council 
started to fill in the pools with household refuse from people•s 
dustbins. In our back garden we had what was called an •ash hole•, 
It was a small brick building, where all the ashes from the fires 
were emptied. Then men from the council came every few weeks to 
empty it. They shovelled it out into wheelbarrows and then 
wheeled it to a cart with very high sides which was on the main 
road. The men had to shovel the ashes out of the wheelbarrow 
again and throw them onto the cart. Those poor men got covered 
in ash dust. The carts then took t he ashes to fill i n the pools 
in Salters Road. When the pools were fin ally fil l ed in, they 



built Oak Road and when that was f ini shed Stewart Road and 
Coronation Road were built. These ro a d s~ by the way, were 
concrete not asphalt as they are to day . 

I can just remembe r stand i ng by our f ron t gate waving my 
Union Jack as the late Duke of Ke nt caDe by . I don•t know why he 
passed through Walsall Wood but : ea~ r e e mber that he sat in a 
big black car and wa ved to us. · c an a l so r emember seeing a 

parade of elephants wa lk i ng up Shire Ca k Hill . They had walked 
from Walsall Railway Sta tion a nd er e go i ng t o t he LichfieJ d 
Bower. My brother~ (who, by ~~ e ay ~ as a t eacher•s nightmare, 
14 strokes of the cane t r e ea~ ~ e eftJ, fo l l o~ed t he e l ephants 
all the way to Li ch f i e 1~ a r. c got ost. i r emember t oo the 
carnivals we used t o ~ a ~ e , -J ncl e sed t o dress the Shire horses 
with lovely brasses a nd pl ait ed th e ir t a il s and manes. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
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