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FOREWORD 

Dear Reader, 
I was very pleased when Mr. Arnold Merrett took up my challenge 

to write this short history of the Parish Church at Walsall Wood. He 
has spent many hours in researching Parish Records and various 
books .in the local Library. The end results of his labours are to be found 
in the reading of this booklet of which I am sure you will find to be of 
great interest. 

For some readers it will bring back many memories, for others, 
I hope it will give them a new interest towards their Parish Church. 

To the best of my knowledge this is the first time a history of our 
Parish Church has been recorded in any detail and I am sure that as 
the story unfolds itself you will find it most interesting. 

Our Church has seen the passing of time for over 140 years. It 
has stood, and still stands, in W alsall Wood as the focal point and 
witness in our busy lives as the place where the worship of Almighty 
God takes place daily. 

In thanking Mr. Merrett for his work, thanks also go to Mrs. B. R. 
Grant for her work in preparing the copy for print and the layout of this 
booklet. 

I sincerely hope that you enjoy reading this booklet and I ask you 
to remember in your prayers those who work and worship in this Parish 
Church. 

Yours faithfully, 
Maurice A. Rhodes. 
Vicar ofWalsall Wood. 
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Parish Church ofWa/sa/1 Wood, mid 20th Century 

In the early part of the eighteenth century the village of W alsall 
Wood naturally presented a different appearance to that of today. 
Detached as it was from the neighbouring villages of Brownhills and 
Aldridge, the population was recorded in 1836 as being under 800. 
Since this was of course prior to the residential development in the 
Northern end of the village, the bulk of the houses were located near 
to where the Church now stands so that particular site formed an 
excellent focal point for .the community. This was also before the 
opening of the coal mine which was to change the lives of the villagers 
so much as well as to lead to a big increase in the population. At the time 
most of the men were employed by small firms manufacturing nails, 
although chain making was also carried on to a lesser extent. 

There was little formal education except for those whose parents 
where wealthy enough to pay for it. However, as early as 6th August 
1804', Rebecca Littley and Mary Kimberley began to teach reading to 
children in Walsall Wood and Shelfield, each lady being responsible 
for up to 20 scholars. It appears that one Joseph Curtis was behind the 
enterprise and it was he who cajoled the Governers of Queen Mary's 
Grammar School in Walsall to make an annual payment of 8 guineas to 
each teacher. The precise whereabouts of the schools are not known, 
though they may well have consisted of no more than a room in a public 
house , or some other public building. Certainly they continued until 
1826 when the ladies were summarily dismissed. In the meantime, a 



Sunday School had been formed and, using a room at the "Horse and 
Jockey" , religious instruction was given to children of all ages. In 1825, 
however, the Governors of Queen Mary' s Grammar School erected a 
school room, thought to have been on the corner of Lichfield Road and 
Coppice Road. The "Horse and Jockey" was immediately abandoned, 
the Rev. J. B. Owen was appointed to take charge of the Sunday School 
and to hold services from time to time and formal regular religious 
instruction was available in the village for the first time. 

In 1829 daily instruction was made available in the schoolroom and 
James Smart was appointed "Master of the School established at 
Walsall Wood" at an annual salary of £20. 

This school was a grander affair than those run by the Misses 
Littley and Kimberley and it was no doubt with the establishment of 
this school in mind that the Governors had dismissed the two ladies 
three years earlier. The establishment of a Sunday School in the village 
came about fairly easily and without undue delay or opposition from any 
quarter. 

The provision of a Church, however, proved to be a different 
matter and it may be worthwhile to briefly examine the statutory 
responsibilities which existed at that time in relation to the provision 
of places of worship. An Act of Parliament was passed in 1818 
specifically to promote the building of additional Churches in populous 
parishes and the powers under the Act were vested in the Governors 
of Queen Mary's Grammar School as respects the Parish of Walsall. 
The Parish comprised the "Borough" and the "Foreign" of Walsall, 
and W alsall Wood being part of the "Foreign", it was to the Governors 
that the villagers must address themselves in the matter of a place of 
worship. In August 1821 a petition for a Church was presented by the 
inhabitants of Walsall Wood to the Governors entreating them to 
build in the village and stating that ''little was heard there except what 
was occasionally dealt out by the itinerant Methodist". The Govemers, 
however, were more concerned with the provision of a Chapel on the 
"Bridge" in Walsall itself, a matter which they had debated amongst 
themselves for some years, and though some Governors favoured the 
W alsall Wood project the petition was rejected. A second petition 
presented on 13th June 1822 was also rejected and the building at The 
Bridge proceeded. That Chapel was completed in 1826 and was knocked 
down in 1893. 

Though not willing to build a Church or Chapel at Walsall Wood 
themselves the Governors were prepared to give some encouragement 
to the venture and organised a subscritJtion list in the district. They 
themselves headed the list with a donation of £50 and requested nine 
gentlemen to collect subscriptions throughout the Parish. Enthusiasm 
for a church now began to mount. Services were held in the school-room, 
the Rev. J. Downes attending from Burton-on-Trent on a regular basis, 
and the Earl of Bradford indicated that he was prepared to make 
available a parcel of land in the centre of the village as and when 
required . By the early 1830's with the sum collected steadily rising the 
possibility of a church in the village was quickly growing into a reality. 
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The site given by the Earl of Bradford, in consideration of the sum 

of £45, comprised the land on which the Church and the Vicarage now 
stand and the houses and the road called St. John's Close. The original 
conveyance dated 5th May 1836, specifies that the land shall "be 
devoted when consecrated to Ecclesiastical purposes for ever''. It is 
presumed that plans had been drawn and estimates obtained before the 
land was formally acquired since less than a month later, on 3rd June , 
the Vicar of Walsall , John Baron was able to iay the foundation stone 
on the South-East corner. It does not appear that the work proceeded 
unduly quickly and over twelve months were to elapse before the 
building was completed. 

It was on 22nd August 1837 that the Church was consecrated as 
a ''Chapel at ease'' in the Parish of W alsall and Phillip G. Harper 
became the first incumbent with the rank or style of "perpetual curate" . 
Mr . Harper was also curate of Pelsall and received the sum of £60 per 
annum for his duties which included the taking of services at Ogley Hay 
as well as at Pelsall and Walsall Wood. The cost of building the Church 
amounted to £1200 and there were provided 400 seats of which 310 
were free . 

The principle whereby the better-off could pay a sum and ''book'' 
a regular seat has long since been abandoned. This was the usual 
practice at this time, however, but the comparatively high proportion of 
free seats emphasises the working-class background of the area. 

As originally constructed, the building was a very modest affair 
indeed comprising on plan a simple rectangle without chancel or vestries 
but possessing a small gallery at the west end. Half a century was to 
pass before the Church was widened and lengthened to assume its 
present form and in fact the gallery was not removed until just before 
the First World War. 

At last therefore the village possessed its own Church and its own 
Minister albeit a man shared with another community. Little is known 
about Mr. Harper but he remained as incumbent of W alsall Wood for 
22 years and, the village being as small as it then was, must have been 
well known to all its inhabitants. He conducted the first burial on 1st 
October 1837 when Ann Yoxton, aged three months, of Clayhanger 
was laid to rest in the Churchyard. The date of the _first baptism is not 
recorded though the first child to be received into the Church was 
Thomas Kimberley of Walsall Wood, born on 17th December, 1836. 

The next year of moment in the history of the Church was 1845, 
since on 13th August in that year the status of the Church was raised. 
By Order in Council, part of the parish of Walsall , i.e. the village of 
W alsall Wood, was assigned as a separate district and called the 
"Chapelry District of St. John, Walsall Wood" . From being a mere 
Chapel at ease managed by the Parish Church of Walsall , St. John's 
attained a status similar to that of a daughter Church of to-day with a 
certain amount of autonomy and responsible for the handling of 
everyday affairs. It also appears that the Church from this time became 
available for weddings, and Mr. Harper officiated at the first marriage 
ceremony on Christmas Day 1845 between Charles Linford , a butcher 
of Walsall Wood and Martha Nous , a huckster (pedlar) ofOgley Hay. 



· The other major event to occur during the year was the construction 
of a parsonage house in what is now St. John's Close. The house will be 
remembered by many since it was demolished comparatively recently, 
and was a large rambling structure typical of houses built for occupation 
·by the clergy at that time. The cost of building was £585 and it appears 
that the inhabitants set about raising the money for this by way of 
bazaars, house-to-house collections almost as soon as the Church itself 
was completed. Admiration is due for the determination and hard work 
involved, though no doubt these were amply rewarded with the Church 
and the parsonage visible to all from the main road and standing very 
much to the credit of the villagers. 

The year 1853 saw the arrival in the parish of a man who was to 
give many years of devoted service to the Church and the community. 
John Cord well first came to teach at the school and later worked as an 
estate agent, but is remembered for the fact that he was a School 
Manager and held office as Churchwarden for the remarkable period of 
43 years' during which time the population of the parish increased 
considerably and significant changes in the physical structure and status 
of the Church took place. On tendering his resignation as Churchwarden 
in April 1911 on the grounds of ill health it was suggested that he 
continue in office while somebody else did the work! Mr. Cordwell 
then in his ninetieth year, declined the suggestion and in fact died less 
than two months later. He was buried on 3rd June 1911 and at a meeting 
of the School Managers on the same day, the Vicar referred to Mr. 
Cordwell's as being "a good, consistent useful Christian life". A tablet 
to his memory was placed in the Church and remains to this day. 

In July 1859 E. J. Huntsman became the incumbent in place of 
Mr. Harper. A family man, one of his daughters is buried in the Church
yard. Mr. Huntsman left the parish in 1868 and eventually died at a 
parish near Doncaster in 1897. The parish appears to have been without 
a priest for a time although W. P. Davies held office for a mere two years 
before the arrival in 1876 of a man who was to command enormous love 
and affection among the population. Thomas Reakes was Vicar of 
W alsall Wood until his death in 1903 and his memory is cherished by 
some of the older parishioners to this day. 

Accounts of a meeting on the 20th anniversary of his induction 
clearly show the respect and admiration in which the couple were held. 
The event was organised without their knowledge and whilst they were 
on holiday. On their return they were summoned to the schoolroom and 
were there greeted by a packed roomful of wellwishers to be presented 
with a purse and illuminated address to mark the occasion. 

The next decade brought about some notable changes. It was clear 
that with the rise in population, and the impending upgrading of the 
status of the Church-about which more later-that the building was 
too small. Accordingly, H. E. Lavender, an architect in Walsall, was 
commissioned to prepare plans for the enlargement of the church. His 
proposals were for the lengthening of the church to provide a chancel 
and vestries and to widen it by adding extensions on either side. The 
work was carried out in the late 1880's and the church assumed its 
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present form with the exception of the gallery which was to remain for 
another 25 years or so. 

Around the same time it was becoming apparent that the church
yard was beginning to fill up. Burials had taken place since 1837 and 
space for new graves was at a premium. It was decided therefore that 
application should be made to close the churchyard and, by Order in 
Council dated 3rd May 1882, permission was granted. The actual 
closing date was postponed twice but the churchyard was finally closed 
on 30th September 1882 with the exception that burials in family graves 
could continue. The headstones remained in place of course, but in 
1958 permission was given by the Diocese to remove these and many are 
now standing against the boundary walls of the churchyard. 

The year 1884 was a momentous one in the history of the church for 
it was then that the Parish of W alsall Wood was established and our 
Church became a "Parish Church". The London Gazette of 19th August 
1884 in announcing the fact also published the authority for boundary 
changes whereby the new Parish absorbed part of Shire Oak which was 
formerly part of the Parish of Stonnall. The number of inhabited houses 
in the new Parish was given as 884 and the population 4766. This 
compares with a population for Walsall Wood,- albeit with undefined 
boundaries-of less than 800 half a century before. 

The Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria took place in July 1897 and 
was duly celebrated in Walsall Wood as it was in every other town and 
village throughout the land. The school closed for a week and on the 
day itself the celebration lasted from morning till night starting early 
in the morning with a procession led by a band and with the Foresters 
in gala costume. A special thanksgiving service took place in the Church 
at 10.30 and then at 1 p.m. a hot open air lunch was provided for all 
people over 60 and all widows of any age. About 250 meals were 
provided. In the afternoon a childrens procession took place with a 
"Queen of the May" during which a specially composed Jubilee Hymn 
was sung. The procession then returned to the Church. for a short 
service followed by tea at the school. After tea a field in Green Lane was 
used for games unti19 p.m. when carts were available to take the 
smaller children home. Each of the older children was given a special 
Jubilee New Testament in memory of the occasion. No doubt everyone 
had an enjoyable day with the Church playing a ·leading role in the 
celebrations. 

Of course no Parish Church is complete without a clock, a bell and 
an organ. A traveller writing in the "Walsall Observer" in the 188o's 
pointed out that no clock existed anywhere between W alsall and 
Lichfield. Rising to the occasion as usual, a fund was set up to provide 
a clock and the Misses Aldridge arranged a concert and raised £4. Odd 
sums were added to the fund from time to time though enthusiasm 
seems to have waned a little for by 1902 the fund amounted to no more 
than £8. 1. 11d. The Vicar then decided that the campaign should be 
stepped up a little to such effect that the clock was installed and the 
opening ceremony performed on 1st May 1903. The school children 
were given a half-day holiday to mark the . occasion. The clock was 
started at 6.45 p.m. by Miss Jessie Cooke, the daughter of one of the 
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Churchwardens. It was lighted from 7 p .m. to 11 p.m. and from 5 p.m. 
in winter and a collection of £3. 14. 6d. was taken at the service on the 
opening day towards the expense of winding and lighting. The Vicar 
said in his address that ' 'as long as God spares him' ' he would hold a 
s·pecial May-day service and collection for the purpose. Tragically Mr. 
Reakes was to die later that year and no record exists of any such service 
ever being held. After the ceremony had been performed the Vicar 
addressed the crowd in the road outside which numbered about 1000 
and hymns were sung. Finally the evening was rounded off by a firework 
display. The cost of installing the clock was £66 and the work was carried 
out by the Midland Clock Works at Derby who maintain the clock to 
this day. 

The music at church services had always been provided by a 
harmonium. The introduction of the organ which was dedicated by the 
Bishop of Lichfield on 4th December 1896 added greatly to the 
enjoyment of the services and the Church magazine of January 1897 
records that "its beautiful soft mellow tone is praised by all". Mr. 
Richards, who had been the harmonium player, became the first 
organist. 

The need for a bell was met by the generosity of the family of the 
late Dr. W. H. Cook who donated a tenor bell which was heard for the 
first time on Maundy Thursday 9th April 1903. The bell was inscribed 
"In memory of W. H. Cooke. M.D." and weighed 6 cwt. 1 qr. 23 lbs. 
Subsequently suggestions were made for the installation of a further 
bell, to be called the "Village Bell" and to be paid for by public 
subscription. 

Miners at the Aldridge Colliery also promised to provide a bell. 
These ideas were eventually abandoned possibly as being impracticable 
due to the size of the tower. 

The body of Thomas Reakes was laid to rest in the Churchyard on 
2nd December 1903. The school closed for the day and his going was 
mourned by all who knew him. Subsequently a memorial tablet was 
placed in the church which is still to be seen. His successor, Waiter 
William Boulton, was admitted to the benefice on 20th March 1904 
and was to become the longest serving incumbent in the parish, 
remaining as Vicar until his death in 1933. Mr. Boulton became a 
popular and well known figure throughout the parish and the Church 
thrived during his incumbency. 

The Church was closed during Whitsun 1914 for the removal of the 
gallery and staircase. These had become dilapidated and dangerous 
with the passage of years and were little used though their removal 
was regretted by some. 

The war which commenced later the same year left its mark on 
W alsall Wood as it did on other parishes. The War Memorial on the 
south side of the Church records the names of those who gave their lives 
during the conflict, and also those who died in the second war. 

The year after the end of hostilities brought new legislation which 
was to change the governing and decision-making structure of the 
Church of England at all levels. The Act was the forerunner of the 
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present system of synodical government and at parish level introduced 
an entirely new concept-The Parochial Church Council. The first< . 
meeting of the Walsall Wood Parochial Church Council took place on 
Easter Monday 5th April 1920 following the annual vestry meeting. The 
council comprised 31 members, with the Vicar in the chair; J. Boot as 
Vice Chairman, and A. Hall as Secretary. Meetings were held quarterly 
and the Register of Electors contained 90 names. The idea of members 
of the laity participating in the decision-making process was a novel 
one and the earlier minutes show that the rank and file took little part 
in the debate. Matters were normally decided in accordance with the 
views of the clergy, churchwardens and one or two other prominent 
members. It can be stated with confidence that this practice has not 
persisted to the present day. 

In 1924 the Council considered installing electric lighting in the 
Church . The estimated cost was £39 for 29 lamps. The matter was left 
in abeyance at that time, though lighting was installed the following 
year, apparently paid for by Mr. J. W. Lazenby. The cost figure can be 
seen in perspective when one learns that balance for 1925 was £7 8. 7d. 
and that this slumped to £2. 0. 5d. the following year. The Diocesan 
Quota (known nowadays as the "Parish Share") for 1925 was £27 and 
this was actually reduced the following year to £25. 

Notwithstanding the shortage of funds-a situation unchanged 
to the present day-the Parochial Church Council decided that the need 
to undertake works of repair and redecoration was now urgent and 
set up a fund to provide cash for the purpose. Each member of the 
Council donated £1. No record exists of the costs or the details of the 
work or how much was raised by the fund, though it does appear that a 
substantial amount was paid by Mr. F. G. Peake. The work was 
completed in 1928 and Mr. Boot, a Churchwarden, who appears to have 
undertaken most of the organisation, was formally thanked for ''his 
untiring work in connection with the renovation''. 

The year 1930 saw the Grove Pit mining disaster. The Parish gave 
assistance and comfort to the survivors and the help was gratefully 
acknowledged by the Clerk-to the Brownhills Urban District Council. 

The death of Mr. Boulton in June 1933 led. to the induction, in 
October of that year of Joseph Stackhouse, a local man from the Pelsall 
area. Mr. Stackhouse proved to be a popular and respected priest and 
remained as Vicar until 1956. Thus in 80 years the Parish had known 
only three incumbents. His stay lasted through the unhappiness 
occasioned by the Second World War and the increases in material 
prosperity and benefits which followed it. Mr. Stackhouse is of course 
remembered by many of to-days parishioners not least for the garden 
parties held on the Vicarage lawn on summer afternoons . It was he who 
ended the practice whereby the choir used to prepare for the service 
at the end of the eh urch near the main door leaving their outer clothes 
hanging on a rail covered with a red curtain. Older worshippers 
remember how the choir members would rush for their places to disrobe 
at the end of the service. Mr. Stackhouse saw to it that the vestry was 
used for that purpose . 
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In August 1950 the Bishop of Stafford dedicated a side altar donated 
by Mrs. A. Craddock in memory of her son James Edwin Craddock 
who met his death in the Second World War. The altar is used to-day 
for said Services of Holy Communions on regular occasions. 

Following Mr. Stackhouses death in 1956, John Henry Evans was 
appointed to the benefice in July of that year. Mr. Evans it was who 
cleared up the Churchyard, removing all the headstones including that 
ofThomas Reakes. He remained only until1964, however, before being 
succeeded by John Perry Druce. Mr. Druce certainly left his mark on 
the Parish by bringing about the sale of the land housing the old 
vicarage and- the construction of the new vicarage at the rear of the 
Church. The old vicarage was no doubt difficult to heat and to maintain 
and was perhaps in a poor state of repair. The new premises comprises 
a well constructed modern house standing much to the credit of the 
parish. 

In 1972 an extension housing toilet facilities and kitchenette was 
built op. to the west end of the church with access from the porch. 

Mr. Druce left the parish in 197 4 and was succeeded later that year 
by Maurice A. Rhodes, our present Vicar. Mr. Rhodes was not 
impressed with the physical condition of the church and almost 
immediately set about the task of raising money for much needed 
repairs and decorations. Indeed before his arrival large sums had been 
spent on repairs to the floor and roof. Now, however, a massive 
renovation scheme was commenced involving the renewal of large areas 
of wall plastering followed by the decoration of the church throughout, 
the renewal of most of the windows, the installation of new electric 
wiring and finally the provision of suitable carpeting over the whole of 
the church. The windows were paid for by private donation and the 
names of the donors are inscribed on plaques fixed to the wall beneath 
each window. The cost of the remaining works were borne by the Church 
and, in all, upwards of £10000 has been spent in maintenance works 
during the current decade~ Quite a sum for a building erected at a cost 
of £1200 a century and a halfbefore. 

At this point then, having just passed our 140th Anniversary, 
we of the Parish of St. John may care to pause and reflect awhile. Our 
little Church has seen no momentous events, has never been the focus 
of the world's attention, has played no major part in the history of our 
country. Nevertheless, it has endured, and has been a source of 
inspiration and encouragement, a means of solace and comfort to 
thousands. Now, as we look to the future, we can be assured that, in 
physical terms at least, our Church can be regarded as sound and 
free from decay. Long may it continue to be so. 

., 
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Appendix 1. 

East End Window. 
Given in memory of Edward John Lazenby R.I.P. 1823-1908 by his son John 
Webb Lazenby in 1925. 

West Erid Windows. 
Presented by the Mother's Union ofWalsall Wood. 1975. 
Presented by Mr. and Mrs. J. Grant in memory of Harold and Ruth Jones R.I.P. 
Shelfield. 
Presented by the congregation of the Parish Church 1975. 

Tower Window. 
Presented by Harry and Kathleen Harvey. Married in this Church 8th May 1965. 

South Side Windows. 
Window 1. 

Choir Vestry. Presented by Mrs. Alice Langford. 
Windows 2 and 3. 

(rear of Organ) Presented by the congregation of this Church 1975. 
Window4. 

Presented by the Parish Church Choir 1975 . 
WindowS. 

Anonymous. "0 ye light and darkness, bless the Lord, praise him and magnify 
him forever''. 

Window 6. 
Presented by Mr. and Mrs. J. Whittaker. 9 Stackhouse Oose, Walsall Wood. 

Window 7. 
Anonymous. 

Windows 8 and 9. 
Presented in thanksgiving for the Ministry of Canon James Edwards. Served in 
Melanesia 1933-1957. 

Windows 10 and 11. 
Given in memory of Violet and Job Edwards R.I.P. of Shelfield by their son 
Horace George. 

North Side Windows. 
Window 1. 

Clergy Vestry. Presented by the congregation of this Church 1975. 
Window2. 

To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Dorothy Stacey R.I.P. 14th 
November 1924. Aged 8 years. 

Window 3. 
To the Glory of God ang in loving memory of Georg~ Stacey R.I.P. 9th July 1964. 
and his wife Ethel Maud Stacey R.I.P . 16th January 1976. 

Window4. 
To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Arthur Craddock R.I.P. 17th May 
1964 and his wife Sarah R.I.P. 29th December 1972. 

Window 5. 
, To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Ethel Mary and Bertha Ellen 

Crowe R.I.P. 
Window 6. 

To the Glory of God and in loving memory of James Clews R.I.P. given by his 
wife Martha Mary Clews . . 

Window 7. 
Presented by the various Youth Organisations attached to the Parish Church 
Hall. 

Window 8. 
Presented by Miss A. M. Rowe. Born Walsall Wood 1909. Emigrated to Australia 
1975. 



Window9. 
In memory of Ernest William Smith R.I.P. Pharmacist at Walsall Wood for 38 
years. MemberofP.C.C. and Choirofthis Church.1898-1972. 

Window 10. 
In memory of Frederick Victor Garner R.I.P. Headmaster ofWalsall Wood C of E 
School for 34 years. Organist , Choirmaster, and P.C.C. Member of this Church. 
1872-1940. 

Appendix-~ 

Below are listed various items of interest within our Church. It 
will be found that these are all marked with small plaques etc. However 
it must be remembered that our Church has received many gifts from its 
Parishioners during its history, and we apologise that we cannot list 
all gifts received-this particularly applies to the wonderful response by 
worshippers and friends of our Church during the renovations of 1975/6. 

Font: 
In memory of Joseph Stackhouse. Vicar of this Parish 1933-1956. 

Miners Lamp (South Wall): 
In memory of those who served at the mine in Walsall Wood (1873-1964) and are 
now at rest in their Lord. 

Sanctuary Lamp: 
In memory of Richard Jacques R.I.P. 21st February 1955 and his son Richard 
Jacques R.I.P. 21st February 1960. 

Sanctuary Chairs: 
In memory of Albert Hall R.I.P. 23rd July 1945. In memory of Sarah Ann Hall 
R.I.P. 8th January 1970. 

Free Standing Sanctuary Candlesticks: 
Made and presented by boys of Shire Oak Comprehensive School. 1976. 

Sanctuary Table: 

Altar: 

In memory of Harry Morgan R.I.P. 14th February 1939 and Ellen Morgan R.I.P. 
14th April 1969. 

Given and presented by Parishioners and friends in memory of Rev. W. W. 
Boulton. Vicar of this Parish 1904-1933. Installed 1936. 

Altar Frontals: 
Presented in memory of Gladys Brown (nee Cross) R.I.P. 1900-1975. 

Altar Rail: 
In memory of John Thomas Whittingham R.I.P. 28th March 1937. 

Crucifix above Pulpit: 
Presented by Mrs. G. Slater. 

Processional Cross: 
In memory of Cyril Thomas Birch. Killed in Burma 22nd March 1944. Aged 24 
years. 

Lectern Bible: 
Presented by members of the Drama Group 1965. 

Side Altar: 
Presented in memory of James Edwin Craddock R.I.P. Lost at sea 12th Septem
ber 1944. Aged 26 years. 

Side Altar Rail: 
In memory of Sarah Craddock R. I. P. 1891-1972. 
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Bells: 
A recorded peel of bells were installed in 1977 by Mr. N. Stacey and his sons in 
memory of a mother and grandmother, Ethel Maud Stacey R.I.P. 16th January 
1976. . 

Wrought Iron Flower Stands: 
1.) Presented by Mr. and Mrs. E. Jones-Ciayhangar. 
2.) Given in memory of Wilfred Cunnington R.I.P. 20th April1904-3rd August 

1969. 

CHURCH PLATE ETC. 
Chalice and Paten: 

In memory of Rosa May Smith R.l.P. 31st January 1946. 
Chalice and Paten: 

Unmarked. 
Chalice and Paten: 

Unmarked. On loan to St. Mark's Church. Shelfield. 
Silver Wine Flagon: 

Presented to Clayhanger Mission Room by the Revd. T. Reakes in 1879 (held at 
the Parish Church). 

2 Ciborium: 
Unmarked. 

3 Paten's: 
Unmarked. 

Silver Hand Font: 
Inscribed-''Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and ofthe Son and ofthe Holy Ghost". 

Silver Baptismal Shell: 
In memory ofPatricia Ann Howdle R.I.P. 1948-1974. 

Sick Communion Set: 
In memory of Rose May Atkinson R.I.P. 1968 aged 71 years. 

Lavabo Bowl: 
In memory of James Edwards-Priest. R.I.P. 1925-1970. 

Wood Cruet Box: 
Given by Walsall Wood Young Wives Group in memory of their leader-Marion 
Roberts. R.I.P. 1964. 

Name 
Phillip George Harper 
E. J . Huntsman 
W. P. Davies 
Thomas Reakes 
W alter William Boulton 
J oseph Stackhouse 
John Henry Evans 
John Perry Druce 
Maurice A. Rhodes 

LIST OF INCUMBENTS 

Inducted 
20th August 1837 

July 1859 
1874 
1876 

20th March 1914 
25th October 1933 

6th July 1956 
16th November 1964 

9th July 1974 
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